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HARRIS – The Center 
for Discovery has pur-
chased an iconic Rock Hill 
landmark for repurposing 
as its soon to be construct-
ed Children’s Specialty 
Hospital and the expansion 
of its internationally recog-
nized research initiatives. 

The Center closed on 
the former Frontier Insur-
ance headquarters in late 
October and held a news 
conference to announce 
the purchase a week later. 
TCFD officials say the 
building will house a Spe-
cial Education Academy 
(853 school), a Children’s 
Specialty Hospital, and 
The Research Institute for 
Brain and Body Health, 
with an expected comple-
tion date in 2020.  

The first floor of the 
building will be converted 
into an Education Acad-
emy, an expansion of 
TCFD’s existing school 
program. The academy 
will allow TCFD to serve 
at least 42 additional stu-
dents with complex dis-
abilities from the surround-
ing communities, including 
Orange, Rockland, and 
Westchester counties. The 
school expansion will also 
feature classrooms and a 
gymnasium, athletic fields, 
and paved walking and 
biking paths. 

The building’s second 
floor will house the new 
Children’s Specialty Hos-
pital, which will be at the 
forefront of connecting 
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LONG ISLAND – 
Walter J. Scherr, the 
Long Island philanthro-
pist whose major gift 
helped make the Hur-
leyville Maker’s Lab and 
Innovation Incubator a 
reality, has died. He was 
94. 

Mr. Scherr  was born 
on June 28, 1924 in 
Ozone Park, Queens, to 
Walter and Helen Scherr, 
and had three sisters, Ja-
net, Audrey, and Helen.  
He was married to Vera 
Kessler Scherr for 50 
years before her passing 
on November 8, 2003. 
Walter and Vera had four 
children, Douglas, Wal-
ter III, Laura and Robert.

Walter started his ca-

reer as an accountant at 
Sperry Rand but eventu-
ally went on to start many 
businesses over his 70 
plus years of business ca-
reer. Most notably, Wal-
ter and a few friends left 
Litton Industries to start 
a company called Visual 
Sciences, and they were 

the pioneers in bringing 
the fax machine into ev-
ery business in America.

In addition to being 
a very successful busi-
ness man, Mr. Scherr 
was committed to giving 
back to the community. 
Along with his late wife 
and their children, he 
established the Vera and 
Walter Scherr and Fam-
ily Foundation to provide 
resources for people with 
developmental disabili-
ties and their caretakers. 
The foundation was par-
ticularly generous to The 
Center for Discovery, 
which they recognized as 
a world class facility, and 
was one of the principal 
benefactors in the cre-

ation of the Hurleyville 
Maker’s Lab and Innova-
tion Incubator.

At the age of 90, Mr. 
Scherr authored a book 
called “Walter’s Way,” 
which chronicles his 
life. He dedicated the 
book to the caretakers 
of the world, and all the 
proceeds from the book 
go to The Center for 
Discovery. The book is 
available at the Hurley-
viille Market, from The 
Center for Discovery’s 
website and from   wal-
tersway.org.

Following a funeral 
mass on Saturday, No-
vember 3, Mr. Scherr 
was buried at Holy Sep-
ulchre Cemetery, Coram.

by Elaine Corrington

HURLEYVILLE – 
Plans are currently under-
way for the second annual 
Holiday in Hurleyville 
event, scheduled this year 
for Saturday, December 1.

By all accounts, last 
year’s Holiday in Hur-
leyville was a wonderful 
adventure for everyone, 
far exceeding expecta-
tions for a first time event. 
This year, it is expected 
there will be even more 
activities, opportunities 
to purchase unique gifts 
(many handmade), to sing, 
dance, make holiday dec-
orations, and start to enjoy 
the whole holiday season. 
Organizers say laughing is 
guaranteed!

Events will get under-
way at 11 a.m. 

Fiber on Main, located 
at 227 Main Street, will 
have the Buck Brook Al-
pacas at Fireman’s Park, 
and will feature a Pop-up 
Shop, as well. There will 
be a special holiday sale 
at Pinwheels, located next 
door. 

The Hurleyville Maker’s 
Lab and Innovation Incu-
bator at 202 Main Street 
will offer wreath-making 
classes by Friends of the 
Garden, and a chance to 
see the many amazing 
creations and inventions 
that are being made there. 
There will also be an ex-
tensive model train layout 
on display.

A second model train 
layout will be featured at 
the Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s Museum 
at 265 Main Street, and 

by Luis Alvarez, Chairman 
Sullivan County Legislature

THE CHALLENGE 
AND OPPORTUNITY 

IN PREPARING
A COUNTY BUDGET

By the time you read this, 
the Sullivan County Leg-
islature will very likely be 
poring over the Tentative 
2019 County Budget as 
proposed to us by County 
Manager Josh Potosek. It’s 
a huge document that the 
County Manager and ev-
ery division, department 
and unit in County Gov-
ernment have been work-
ing on for months.

What dominates leg-
islators’ minds is how to 
balance a budget between 
taking care of our employ-
ees and taking care of our 
taxpayers. We can’t do 
that on the backs of either 
group (some of whom are 
one and the same), but the 
challenge lies in provid-
ing our hard-working staff 
a good salary and benefits 

that won’t unduly burden 
taxpayers.

Costs are rising expo-
nentially, even during a 
time when the County has 
benefitted from increased 
wages and tax revenue 
(particularly sales taxes). 
Healthcare and services 
we are State-mandated to 
provide are steadily eating 
up much of the increased 
funding we’ve gained.

Our crew of more than 
1,000 employees deserves 
a livable wage – they’ve 
certainly earned it. They 
work hard, do what is 
right, don’t give up, and 
provide compassionate, 
competent service day af-
ter day. We have several 
24-hour departments: the 
Sheriff’s Office (Patrol and 
Jail), the Care Center at 
Sunset Lake, the 911 Cen-
ter, and when conditions 
demand, our Division of 
Public Works. If no one is 
available to relieve them at 
the end of their shifts, they 
cannot go home, no mat-
ter what responsibilities, 

gatherings or needs await 
them.

I witnessed this firsthand 
when I was a Sheriff’s 
deputy, and I still do, even 
though I’m now retired. 
I’ve watched deputies 
wonder if they will have to 
miss their children’s birth-
day parties, not to mention 
a simple family dinner. It’s 
an incredibly tough situ-
ation that you never truly 
get used to, even though 
the job demands it.

But even then, these 
folks remain on duty, 
serving with pride, care 
and professionalism. That 
level of service deserves 
proper pay, benefits and 
praise – not just for a job 
well done but to ensure we 
keep the kind of people 
who give their best every 
day, no matter the circum-
stances.

Sullivan County can-
not keep losing the best 
we have – the backbone 
of our staffing – to other 
places that pay better. Our 
citizens deserve the best, 
and so do our employ-
ees. They ARE Sullivan 
County. And I assure you 
this Legislature will keep 
that in mind as we near the 
December adoption of the 
2019 County Budget.

Legislature Chairman 
Luis Alvarez keeps read-
ers up to date on what is 
happening in county gov-
ernment with his regular 
column in the Hurleyville 
Sentinel.

HURLEYVILLE’S HOLIDAY 
HAPPINESS SET FOR DECEMBER 1

LET’S TALK SULLIVAN COUNTY
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Luis Alvarez is the Chair-
man of the Sullivan County 
Legislature. He represents 
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Hurleyville.
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covery announces the purchase of the former Frontier Insur-
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the Historical Society will 
also be unveiling a special 
temporary exhibit detail-
ing how the railroads im-
pacted Sullivan County’s 
history.

An outdoor Christmas 
tree lighting, complete 
with caroling will take 
place beginning at 1p.m. at 
the Rail Trail Head by the 
Pickled Owl. 

Sullivan County Histo-
rian John Conway and Eve 
Minson, Healing Gardens 
Coordinator for The Cen-
ter for Discovery, will be 
leading a walk along the 
Rail Trail beginning at 2 
p.m. A similar walk in the 
other direction last year 
drew a substantial crowd, 
and no one left unsatisfied.

Among the many histor-
ical topics to be addressed 
during the narrated hike 
will be the impact the rail-
road had on local farms and 
resorts, the 1907 explosion 
and train wreck that left 
three crew members dead, 
and the railroad’s attempt 
to rechristen the commu-
nity as Luzon.

Ms. Minson’s topics 
will include a description 
of the diverse eco-system 

surrounding the wetlands 
along the trail, and the im-
pact that the natural land-
scape has had on the area’s 
economy over the years. 

The Hurleyville History 
Hike will take about an 
hour.

The Hurleyville Market, 
238 Main Street, will have 
eats, treats, and hot drinks 
in case the temperatures 
are a bit cold, and will also 
feature a number of unique 
gifts.

Cory and Perry Gips of 
PartyMaster will be pro-
viding the public address 
system so that a line-up of 
musicians can offer holi-
day favorites throughout 
the afternoon.

The Hurleyville Arts 
Centre will offer a dance 
performance in the up-
stairs ballroom from 4 - 
4:30 p.m., and a showing 
of the holiday classic “It’s 
a Wonderful Life” begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m.

The beloved Christmas 
movie stars James Stew-
art and Donna Reed, along 
with the proverbial “all-
star cast” in a story about 
a small town hero who be-
comes despondent at some 

research and innovation. 
Currently, there are no 
short-term inpatient assess-
ment programs anywhere 
in the state for children 
with complex developmen-
tal disabilities. Improved 
understanding of underly-
ing physiological, medical 
and mental health problems 
will lead to more targeted 
treatments and interven-
tions, all with the goal of 

enabling children and ado-
lescents to stay at home, in 
school, and integrated in 
the community. This sub-
acute, short-term hospital is 
a new model of care that is 
expected to save New York 
taxpayers millions of dol-
lars each year. 

The third floor of the 
building will be converted 
into a state-of-the-art Re-
search Institute for Brain 

and Body Health. In part-
nership with leading na-
tional and international 
physicians, research scien-
tists, academic colleagues, 
and philanthropic part-
ners, the Research Institute 
will significantly expand 
TCFD’s already robust re-
search program. 

“Our overarching goal 
for this multi-faceted proj-
ect is to implement ground-
breaking new models of 
care for complex condi-
tions, which can ultimately 
be replicated throughout 
New York State and the na-
tion,” Patrick H. Dollard, 
The Center’s President and 
CEO, said. “We are grate-
ful to Ira Steingart and 
the Sullivan County IDA, 
along with William Rieber 
and other local officials, for 
their tremendous leader-
ship and support in moving 
this project forward.” 

“This facility will bring 
a wide range of economic 
and community benefits to 
Sullivan County, providing 
much-needed services, cre-
ating high-quality jobs, im-
proving health outcomes, 
and bringing back to life a 
prime commercial property 
that has gone unused for 
several years,” Mr. Stein-
gart, District 8 Legislator 
and Chairman of the Sulli-
van County Industrial De-
velopment Agency, said. 
“From the perspective of 
the IDA, it’s a fantastic 
project.”

of life’s cruel twists, only 
to be rescued from his 
suicidal depression by a 
well-meaning but hapless 
guardian angel who shows 
him what the world would 
be like if he had never 
been born. The 1946 clas-
sic was nominated for six 
Academy Awards, includ-
ing Best Picture, and won 
a Golden Globe for Frank 
Capra as Best Director. 
Although it is shown of-
ten on television during 
the holiday season, this is 
a rare opportunity to see it 
on the big screen.

If you would like further 
information about any of 
these events, as well as 
plans that have not yet 
been finalized, visit the 
Fiber on Main page on 
Facebook. 

Even the kids will be ex-
cited enough to put down 
their electronic media to 
play at the wonderful new 
children’s park  and per-
haps take part in a fam-
ily Pickleball game at the 
court adjacent to it. All of 
the activities are planned 
to take place right along 
Main Street, and there is 
plenty of parking avail-
able in municipal lots on 
either side, adjacent to the 
Pickled Owl and just past 
the Hurleyville Arts Cen-
tre on Railroad Avenue.

If you have never been 
to Hurleyville or have 
not been in a long time, 
you will be amazed at 
the wonderfully exciting 
and beautiful community 
that is being developed. 
Holiday in Hurleyville is 
a great way to spend De-
cember 1.
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Q. With Thanksgiving approaching, what are you most 
     thankful for?

“I am thankful for 
health, happiness, and 
my growing family. I 
feel extra blessed this 
year growing a life 
inside me!”

“I’m thankful for many 
things, but I’m especially 
thankful for my family, 
because without them I 
wouldn’t be where I am 
today.”

“I am thankful 
for my life 

and my family.”

“We are doing this at work! 
What a great idea for the 
month of November, and 

great to do with kids.”

Blu Saravia

Keilyn Portillo

Lina Cerbone

Note from Heather:

A lot of people in our town 
are talking about this coming 
winter. The big question on 
everyone’s mind is: Is winter 
going to be warm and rainy, or 
cold and snowy? 

Here are some weather pre-
diction myths for November: 

“A heavy November snow 
will last till  April.” In other 
words, if it snows starting in 
November, there will be snow 
on the ground until April. 

“Thunder in November, 
means a fertile year to  come.” 
Or, if there are thunderstorms 
in November, plants will grow 
heartily in the spring.

“Flowers in bloom late in au-
tumn indicate a bad winter.” If 
flowers grow in late autumn, it 
will be a snowy winter. 

Of these three sayings, this 

last one rings most true. I have 
seen many late blooms around 
town this year such as daisies. 
Yikes, winter could be rough.

Also in November, our part of 
the earth transitions from warm 
weather into cool weather. Also 
this month, hurricane season is 
done, and we start to get winter 
weather like snow, sleet, freez-
ing rain, and rain. The Farmer’s 
Almanac predicts this winter 
to be warm and wet instead of 
cold, and snowy. Let’s hope that 
December is warm and wet, 
as they predicted it to be, and 
spares us the snow, although 
everyone likes an at-home snow 
day. 

This is John, the Weather 
Man saying, “see you again in 
next month’s Sentinel!”

Alli

PAGE 2 HURLEYVILLE SENTINEL, HURLEYVILLE, N.Y. DECEMBER 2016

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

HURLEYVILLE - Sul-
livan First will hold the 
22nd Annual “Deck the 
Doors” Holiday Decorat-
ing Contest on Thursday, 
December 20.  Judging 
will begin at 6 p.m. All 
holiday-decorated doors in 
the hamlet, both residenc-
es and businesses, are eli-
gible. Winners of the con-
test will be awarded prizes 
provided by Hurleyville 
business owners and mem-
bers of Hurleyville-Sulli-
van First. 

Hurleyvi l le-Sul l ivan 
First meets on the third 
Thursday of each month 
at 7 p.m. at the Hurleyville 
Firehouse. The meetings 
are open to everyone who 
is interested in the revital-
ization and beautification 
of Hurleyville.  

For more information 
about Hurleyville and 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First, 
please visit the group on 
Facebook or at www.hur-
leyvilleny.com.

The Sullivan County 
Historical Society will 
open its annual Holiday 
Theme Tree Exhibit at the 
Sullivan County Museum 
on Sunday, December 2.  
The event will feature hol-
iday-themed trees decorat-
ed by individuals and or-
ganizations. The trees can 
be set up between Novem-
ber 23 and November 30. 
Please call 845-434-8044 
for information on setting 
up a tree.

The Historical Society 
has started an email no-
tification list for upcom-
ing events at the Muse-
um. Please send an email 
to  info@scnyhistory.
org asking to subscribe, or 
use the form at www.sc-
nyhistory.org to send your 
request.

Volunteers at the Muse-
um work on lots of activi-
ties including research and 
exhibits.  Anyone interest-
ed in exploring genealogy 
and the history of life in 
Sullivan County can con-
tact the Museum for infor-
mation on volunteering.

The Museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open Tuesday 
through Saturday from 

10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and 
on Sunday from 1 to 4:30 
p.m.

Please visit www.scny-
history.org for more in-
formation on the Sullivan 
County Historical Society 
and the Sullivan County 
Museum. You can also 
visit the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and 
Museum on Facebook.

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the Hurleyville 
United Methodist Church 
is open each Thursday 
(except the first Thursday 
of each month) from 4 – 6 
p.m. The volunteers at the 
food pantry also provide 
free clothing for families 
in need on the last Thurs-
day of each month. Vol-
unteers at the food pantry 
will distribute food for 
Thanksgiving dinners on 
Tuesday, November 20 at 
4 p.m.

Volunteers at the church 
host the Community 
Lunch Program. Dates for 
the program will be an-
nounced on the church’s 
page on Facebook.

The church hosts a Youth 
Group on Fridays from 
7 until 8:30 p.m. Young 
people are invited to join 
in a variety of activities 
including board games, 
trivia, movie nights, arts 

and crafts. 
A Bible study group is 

held at the church on every 
Tuesday at 7 p.m.

Please call Katrina at 
845-436-7942 for more 
information or if you can 
help with any of these ac-
tivities.   

The members of Colum-
bia Hill Neighborhood Al-
liance (CHNA) continue 
to monitor the status of the 
Gan Eden project on Co-
lumbia Hill and other de-
velopments in the towns of 
Fallsburg and Thompson.  

The Delaware River Ba-
sin Commission (DRBC) 
has still not reached a deci-
sion on Gan Eden Estate’s 
application to draw 4.6 
million gallons a month 
from the aquifer for use as 
the public water supply for 
the development.   

Visit CHNA at www.
columbiahill.org or on 
Facebook to learn how 
you can help to pro-
tect your community. 

FROM THE 
FARM

by Eve Springwood Minson

What an exciting October 
it’s been! Let me tell you 
what I’ve been doing.

My favorite Brit was back 
in town on October 5. Cab-
ernet Frank’s attracts per-
formers from all over, but 
I believe Richard Young 
comes the farthest…all the 
way from the British Isles, 
where he works constantly. 
A consummate musician and 
songwriter, his performances 
are always fresh and it’s a 
pleasure to hear him.

The following week, Oc-
tober 13, I was in Kingston 
for the Living History Cem-
etery Tour at the Old Dutch 
Church.  One-hundred-and-
twenty-five people visited 
six “ghosts” of Kingston na-
tives or residents of histori-
cal note as they related their 
stories. Absolutely delight-
ful! This is the fourth season 
for this show, always on Sat-
urdays in October, and the 
“ghosts” change each year. 
Put on by Theatre on the 
Road, they can count on me 
showing up again next year.

October 17 was the last 
night of performances at 
Heartbeat, The Music Hall 
of Grahamsville, until it re-
opens in March. Many hearty 
souls traveled out in the first 
30 degree weather of the 
season to attend this Open 
Mic, most notably Grahams-
ville’s own ALBI who told a 
heartwarming story of how 
David Trestyn bestowed an 
amp and a Stratocaster gui-
tar on him as a teenager…
and he had no idea how to 
play! ALBI is now one of 
the best performers around. 
You can catch him Novem-
ber 24 at the Pickled Owl in 
Hurleyville, 6:30 p.m.

There was an added bonus 
to this night: the appearance 
of Matthew Gray Gubler, 
who came by after the per-
formance specifically to see 
the Old Dutch Church. Most 
of you will know him better 
as Dr. Spencer Reid of the 
TV show, “Criminal Minds.” 

And now for this month: 
Thursday, November 8 at 
6:30, historian John Con-
way will present “The Hon-
eymoon Murder and Other 
Activities of Murder, Inc. 
in Sullivan County” at the 
Fallsburg Library.  This 
will explore the connection 
of Murder, Inc. to Sullivan 
County in the 1920’s and 
1930’s. You can register for 
this fascinating talk through 
the library’s website, by call-
ing or stopping in. I have my 
seat, hope to see you there.

Another marvelous event 
begins this month is A Gild-
ed Age Christmas in Staats-
burgh. This recreates Christ-
mas in the lavish style of the 
rich in the Gilded Age of the 
late nineteenth century. One 
can tour the mansion be-
tween 12 and 4 p.m. every 
Thursday thru Sunday from 
November 23 to December 
31, with the exception of De-
cember 24 and 25. Admis-

Well, it had to happen – we 
got our first frost of 2018! Soon 
the ground will start to freeze 
and autumn will begin to recede 
into our memories. Sadly, due 
to overcast skies and rain this 
year we didn’t even get the usu-
al spectacular show of foliage 
which is the high point of the fall 
season that we all wait for! 

So here’s the end of the gar-
dening season list: Keep har-
vesting fall veggies, put cold 
frames over beds or put up low 
hoops and row covers. Leave 
ornamental grasses up and pe-
rennials that have seeds and ar-
chitectural features and seeds for 
winter – think about the snow 
lightly resting on branches! Fin-
ish bulb planting – put in labels 
so you remember where they 
are. Plant garlic if you haven’t 
already and cover with straw 
for the winter. Mow and cover 
strawberries with straw. 

Leave raspberry canes intact 
for winter – you’ll prune in the 

spring. Wrap fruit trees with 
plastic or paper barriers to pre-
vent rodent damage over winter. 
Mound compost around base of 
roses for more protection. Con-
tinue to transplant perennials. 
Last mowing - put on compost 
pile along with chopped leaves 
and turn the pile well before 
winter. Take out bird feeders 
and feel good about feeding our 
feathered friends as resources 
begin to dwindle in nature. 

Drain hoses and put away for 
season. Turn off outside spigots 
and in the basement. Dump de-
bris buckets. Clean and oil gar-
den tools – linseed on handles, 
sharpen blades on shovels and 
hoes. Winterize and clean/scrape 
mower and sharpen blades. 
Clean out house gutters and 
compost leaves. Winterize water 
features or drain for winter.

Exhale. Put up your feet. 
Have a nice cup or tea and rest. 
You’ve had another great year in 
the garden!! 

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

Alli
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sion is $8 for adults, $6 for 
students and seniors. Yes, it 
seems I’m on a history jour-
ney since I plan on seeing 
this too, weather permitting.

This taste of the coming 
winter we are experiencing 
seems to have everyone scur-
rying into early hibernation.  
Don’t do it! Bundle up, get 
out there. See some music. 
See something historical. 
There will be plenty of time 
to hunker down later, trust 
me.

FOR NOVEMBER:                
Every Monday
Dutch’s Open Mic: 205 

Rock Hill Dr., Rock Hill, 7 
p.m.

Tuesdays
Every Tuesday:  OdD 

Tuesday with The Greater 
Sullivan County Search 
and Rescue Orchestra (Jo-
anna Gass, Steve Schwartz, 
Kenny Windheim, and Eric 
Neis), Brew, 280 Rock Hill 
Dr., Rock Hill, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays
Every Wednesday: 
Cab’aroke at Cabernet 

Franks; 38 Main St., (Exit 
98 off Rte. 17W) Parksville; 
6-11 p.m.  Come in costume!

Thursday Nov 8: “The 
Honeymoon Murder;” The 
Fallsburg Library; 6:30 p.m.

Every Thursday:  Cabernet 
Frank’s Open Mic; 38 Main 
St., (Exit 98 off 17W) Parks-
ville

Nov 2, Nov14 and Nov 29 
hosted by Little Sparrow

Nov 8 and Nov 22 hosted 
by Fisher and Kean 

Fridays: 
Every Friday:  Sorella:  

Jazz Standards with Defino 
and Ravdin, and great Italian 
food! 6 – 9 p.m., 3562 State 
Rte 55, Kauneonga Lake

Nov 23: Gilded Age 
Christmas; Staatsburgh State 
Historic Site, 75 Mills Man-
sion Drive Rd 1, Staatsburgh, 
12 -4 p.m.

Cabernet Frank’s; 38 Main 
St., Parksville

Nov 2: The Alyx Coe Trio, 
7:30 p.m. 

Nov 16: Empire of Light, 
7:30 p.m.

(Check their Facebook 
page or their website as they 
are awaiting confirmation on 
several other dates)

Saturdays: 
Saturday, Nov 3 and Dec 

1:  Open Mic/Home Grown: 
host Kevin McDaniel, WJFF 
90.5FM, 12 – 1 p.m.

Every Saturday:  Sorella: 
Jazz Standards with Defino 
and Ravdin, 3562 State Rte 
55, Kauneonga Lake;  6 – 
9p.m.

Nov 24: Gilded Age Christ-
mas; Staatsburgh State His-
toric Site, 75 Mills Mansion 
Drive Rd 1, Staatsburgh; 12 
-4 p.m.

Pickled Owl, 218 Main 
Street, Hurleyville; 6 – 9 p.m.

Nov 3:  Marc Delgado
Nov 10: Chrissy Aliventi
Nov 17: The Acquaintanc-

es
Nov 21: Acoustic Steel
Nov 24: ALBI
Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main 

St, (Exit 98 off 17W) Parks-
ville 7 p.m.

(These are confirmed so far 
for Saturdays. Please check 
their Facebook page for ad-
ditions)

Dec 1: Slam Allen
Every Sunday
Music Where You Least 

Expect It: 11 a.m. – 1:30ish, 
DeFillipis Bakery, 506 
Broadway, Monticello

The Dancing Cat Saloon:  
#SHINEON, Jazz Brunch, 
11 a.m. -2 p.m., 2037 State 
Rte. 17B, Bethel

Sunday, Nov 24: Gilded 
Age Christmas; Staatsburgh 
State Historic Site, 75 Mills 
Mansion Drive Rd 1, Staats-
burgh; 12 – 4 p.m.

Let the Holidays Begin!
Until next time….

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”

THE HURLEYVILLE
SENTINEL.

Covering Main Street and Beyond
243 Main Street

Hurleyville, NY 12747
845-707-6000

hurleysent@hotmail.com

Editor-in-Chief ………………………………………………… John Conway

Sports Editor ……………………………………………..... Angelee Santillo

Photo Editor …………………………………………………... J. James Wall

Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.
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ROCK HILL – The 
Town of Fallsburg Demo-
cratic Committee honored 
two of its longest serving 
committee members on 
Sunday, October 14 at a gala 
luncheon at BHR in Rock 
Hill. 

Charles Cohen of Wood-
bourne and Verb Konviser 
of Woodridge each served 
on the town committee for 
more than six decades. Net 
proceeds  from the special 
event will be donated to the 
Timothy Hill Scholarship 
Fund and will be awarded 
to a deserving Fallsburg 
High School Senior in June, 
2019. 

Among the guests were 
Honora Wohl, representing 
Assemblywoman Aileen 
Gunther, Jen Metzger, can-
didate for New York State 
Senate, Steve Vegliante, 
Fallsburg Supervisor and 

PHOTO PROVIDED
The third grade class of Ms. Ashley Hoag-Irwin in front of the National PE (Physical Edu-
cation) Unity Tree created by Benjamin Cosor Elementary School PE Staff.  Throughout 
the day, various classes came to the school gym and talked about unity and being kind to 
each other. In the photo is PE teacher Ms. Vanessa Marsilio who led this particular group.

Fallsburg’s BCES Participates
in National Unity Day

FALLSBURG – National 
Unity Day is the signature 
event of  National Bullying 
Prevention Month, and it 
has been recognized in the 
United States since 2011. 
To participate in Unity Day, 
individuals, schools, com-
munities, and businesses 
wear or display  orange  to 
show support for students 
who have been  bullied. 
One in five school-age chil-
dren report being bullied at 
school.

Fallsburg’s Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary School 
and Jr/Sr High School have 
been supporting this spe-
cial day for the past several 
years. Students and staff 
wear something orange to 
demand an end to bully-
ing. It is an orange message 
of hope and support that in 
the local school district, the 
nation, and the world, so-
ciety believes that no child 
should ever experience bul-
lying.

Out Divine Corners Way
by Jonathan Shimkin

Come October, we tied 
the cornstalks to the porch-
posts, where they stood like 
guardians over our house-
hold. After growing and har-
vesting and consuming the 
corn, we were happy to have 
the stalks around for a while 
longer yet – emblems of our 
labors in the garden and the 
lateness of the season. They 

went quickly from upright 
spears of green to limp wav-
ing fronds of no discernible 
color, perhaps done in more 
quickly by the unnatural 
cold of this year’s autumn. 

The custom of tying them 
up like this – where did it 
come from? What did they 
symbolize? Did old Joseph 
Divine, when he settled into 
the Loch Sheldrake region 
at the tail end of the 18th 

century, tie up cornstalks as 
custom to welcome or ward 
off the spirits of the wilder-
ness?

The stalks took on a 
spooky cast in the frigid 
air. Our neighbors down the 
road combined their stalks 
with Halloween hosts – or-
namental ghosts and witches 
and skeletons – as if corn-
stalks had a role to play in 
some unwholesome rituals. 

Maybe, way back, they 
had; here, on our porch, as 
they waved and frayed, they 
reminded me of the bless-
ings of home and the passage 
of time, taking us across the 
threshold of the new season, 
as far as they were able, be-
fore they, too, would need to 
come down and be returned 
to soil, to nurture next year’s 
crop. They’ve been good 
company, our cornstalks.

BOY SCOUTS HONOR THREE 
First Sullivan County Distinguished Citizen Award BBQ & Bonfire
BETHEL – The Boy 

Scouts of America feted 
three Sullivan County resi-
dents at an awards presenta-
tion in Bethel in October.

The Hudson Valley 
Council of the Boy Scouts 
of America held its first 
ever Distinguished Citizen 
Award Barbecue and Bon-
fire at the Catskill Distilling 
Company in Bethel on the 
evening of Thursday, Octo-

ber 25, during which awards 
were presented for lifetime 
achievement, distinguished 
citizen, and Eagle Scouting.

Gary Schmidt of Mon-
ticello was presented with 
the Lifetime Achievement 
Award. Mr. Schmidt is the 
chairman of Schmidt’s 
Wholesale, Inc. in Monti-
cello. 

Patrick H. Dollard, Presi-
dent and CEO of The Center 

for Discovery, received the 
2018 Distinguished Citizen 
Award. Mr. Dollard earned 
the rank of Eagle Scout 
with Troop 101 in Rock Hill 
more than 50 years ago.

James Steinberg, Sr. of 
Forestburgh was the re-
cipient of the National 
Outstanding Eagle Scout 
Award. Among other things, 
Mr. Steinberg is a retired 
Highway Superintendent in 

his town.  
The event was conducted 

as a fundraiser for Hudson 
Valley scouting, with ap-
proximately 85 per cent of 
the money raised going to 
direct youth services, includ-
ing year-around operation of 
Boy Scout camps, program 
materials and equipment, 
and training of volunteers 
and staff.

FALLSBURG DEMS HONOR TWO

PHOTO PROVIDED
Attending the Fallsburg Democratic luncheon were (left to right) Rebecca Pratt, candidate 
for Town Board), Honora Wohl (representing Aileen Gunther Assemblywoman), Nathan Ste-
ingart, Town Councilman, Ivan Kalter, Chairman of the Town of Fallsburg Democratic Com-
mittee, Jen Metzger, candidate for NY State Senate, Steve Vegliante, Town Supervisor, and 
Chairman of the Sullivan County Democratic Committee, Michael Weiner, Fallsburg Council-
man, and Joe Levner, Fallsburg Councilman.

Chairman of  the Sullivan 
County Democratic Com-
mittee, current Fallsburg 
Town Board members Na-

than Steingart, Michael 
Weiner, and Joe Levner, 
Ivan Kalter, Chairman of the 
Town of Fallsburg Demo-

cratic Committee, and Re-
becca Pratt, Democrat candi-
date for the Fallsburg Town 
Board in the 2018 election. 

SPOTLIGHT ON A
HURLEYVILLE TREASURE

by Kathleen Sullivan

“WALTER HERZBRUN”

Always smiling and always 
ready to help others, Walter 
Herzbrun was born on Febru-
ary 24, 1928, in Brooklyn.

The son of Samuel Herzb-
run and Gertrude Rosenberg, 
Walter proudly served in the 
United States Navy during 
World War II and the Korean 
War. He served aboard the 
aircraft carrier USS Antietam 
during the Korean War.

A plumber by trade, Walter 
worked as a building inspec-
tor for the City of New York 
until his retirement. His duties 
included performing com-
plete checks on public build-
ings to ensure compliance 
with building regulations and 
codes. He served as the Heat-
ing and Ventilating Inspector 
for the renovation project at 
the old Yankee Stadium in the 
Bronx in the early 1970s. 

Walter married his wife, 

Ann, in 1953. Walter and Ann 
had three sons, Barry, Stuart 
and Leonard. They bought 
a home in Loch Sheldrake 
in 1959. Ann and their sons 
spent summers there. Walter 
worked in New York City dur-
ing the week and would visit 
Loch Sheldrake on weekends.

Ann and Walter lived in 
Brooklyn before moving full-
time to Hurleyville in 1984 to 
be near their son, Barry, and 

their daughter-in-law, Lois.
Walter was an active vol-

unteer throughout his life. 
He was a member of the 
Hurleyville Fire Department, 
the Sullivan County Volun-
teer Fire Association and the 
Hudson Valley Volunteer Fire 
Association. Walter was a life 
member of the Royal Order of 
the Moose. 

He belonged to Congre-
gation Anschei Hurleyville, 

the Jewish War Veterans, the 
South Fallsburg Seniors and 
Avenue N Jewish Center in 
Brooklyn.

Walter passed away on June 
23, 2018, at the age of 90.

Walter is one of Hur-
leyville’s many special trea-
sures.

Visit www.hurleyvilleny.
com to find more treasures in 
Hurleyville.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Walter Herzbrun, one of 
Hurleyville’s treasures.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Walter with his wife, Ann, daughter-in-law, Lois, and 
sons, Barry, Stuart and Leonard.

“YOU’RE CRUISIN’
FOR A BRUISIN’!”

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

The colors blue and pur-
ple are attractive on cloth-
ing, flowers, and even some 
people’s hair nowadays. 
However, it’s not very ap-
pealing on our skin - - espe-
cially when it is associated 
with pain.

Yes, I’m referring to 
bruising upon our body. 
Simply put, a bruise is a 
common skin injury that re-
sults in discoloration of the 
skin. Blood from damaged 
blood cells beneath the skin 
collects near the surface of 
the skin resulting in what is 
commonly called a “black 
and blue” mark.

We typically get a bruise 
when we bump into some-
thing or when something 
bumps into us.

Athletes, weight lifters, 
or even light exercisers like 
you and me can get a bruise. 
They occur from micro-
scopic tears in blood ves-
sels under our skin. Now, 
unexplained bruising, the 
ones we surprisingly find 
when we happen to notice 
them in the mirror and ap-
pear out of nowhere, may 
indicate a bleeding disorder 
especially if accompanied 
by frequent nosebleeds or 
bleeding gums. In these 
cases, immediate medical 
attention is needed.

Th elderly pose a differ-
ent situation. Bruising is 
more common among our 
senior population because 
their skin has become thin-
ner with age. The tissues 
that support the underlying 
blood vessels have become 
more fragile. Those of us 
who take “blood thinners” 
because of some cardiovas-
cular issues may find bruis-
ing quite common. 

Another interesting fact 
you may not be aware of, 
a bruise the size of your 
fist represents a 10% blood 
loss. A 30% blood loss is 
considered life threatening. 
So, bruising is nothing to 
overlook.

Now, let’s look at when 

we should seek medical 
attention for a bruise. Of 
course, with the scenario 
above, you should see your 
physician without delay. 
Generally, a bruise is tender 
and sometimes even pain-
ful for the first few days. 
It may be reddish in color 
initially and then turn blue 
or purple. You know heal-
ing is taking place when 
it turns yellow or green. 
And because the skin is not 
broken, there is no risk of 
infection. However, you 
should see your doctor if 
the bruise does not improve 
within a couple of weeks or 
doesn’t completely clear 
after a month. Of course, 
call 911 and ask for Para-
medics should you think 
you have a broken bone 
along with the bruise.

If a bruise - - sometimes 
called a “goose egg” - - oc-
curs on the head and the 
person did not pass out 
and remembers how things 
happened, then it is unlike-
ly that a serious head injury 
has resulted. On the other 
hand, if the person CAN-
NOT remember how the in-
jury happened, one should 
suspect a concussion and 
the individual should be 
transported to the hospi-
tal. Should two black and 
blue eyes begin to appear, 
commonly referred to as 
“racoon eyes”, this may be 
an indication of a serious 
head injury. Transportation 
by ambulance to the hos-
pital must be considered. 
X-rays, CT Scan, and MRI 
may be required for proper 
diagnosis.

In any case, all injuries 
with bruising should be 
suspect, and those afflicted 
should seek medical atten-
tion. Never hesitate to call 
911 for assistance and re-
questing Paramedics for an 
evaluation. It could very 
well be the best decision 
you could ever make.

Stay well and safe, Hur-
leyville!!!!!
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire 
Department is always look-
ing for help, to fight fire or 
support those that do. We 
even supply all of the gear 
and provide all of the train-
ing needed, for free. Stop by 
any Monday night and find 
out how you can help.

Speaking of training, I 
was part of the committee to 
set up the Bureau of Fire’s 
Chief Conference, in which 
60 Fire Department Line 
Officers from 20 Sullivan 
County Fire Departments 
attended a Sullivan County 
Fire Chiefs Conference in 
the Seeling Theater at Sul-
livan County Community 
College.

This event was sponsored 
by the Sullivan County Bu-
reau of Fire in conjunction 
with the Sullivan County 
Volunteer Firefighter’s As-
sociation.

Keynote speaker Jerry 
Knapp talked about tactics 
that we have used and are 
using in fighting a structure 
fire. He backed up these dif-
ferent tactics with science 
gathered from test burns 
that measured the progres-
sion of a fire in a single fam-
ily home. The information 
was presented in a way all 
could understand and take 
home and use.

Our second speaker, Jale 
Oreshan III talked about 
traumatic stress and how 
it relates to us, the first re-
sponder, and our family. He 
spoke about his real life in-
cident and how it affected 
him, his brother and sister 
firefighters, and his family. 
It was a riveting presenta-
tion and you could hear a 
pin drop as he spoke from 
his heart.

Our third speaker was 
Chief Jeff Holmes, who 
spoke about generational 

October 15, 1937

New President of County 
Bar Association

At the annual meeting of 
the Board of Directors of 
the Sullivan County Bar As-
sociation which was held at 
the Courthouse this week, 
Lazarus I. Levine, former 
Special County Judge, was 
elected president for the en-
suing year. Other officers 
elected at the meeting were 
Ellsworth Baker of Monti-
cello as Vice President and 
Ralph L. Smith, Clerk of 
the Surrogate’s Court, as 
Secretary; Harry M. Beck 
of Liberty, Treasurer.

Veteran Editor and 
G.O.P. Leader Dies Sud-

denly

John Thompson Curtis, 
former Assemblyman and 
chairman of the Republican 
County Committee, who 
for twenty-five years pub-
lished the Sullivan County 
Republican newspaper, 
died at his home in Mon-
ticello Friday afternoon. 
Death followed a stroke 
last Thursday night after he 
head supervised publica-
tion of the newspaper.

A man of singular indi-
viduality, Mr. Curtis made a 
secret of his age and never 
permitted anyone to refer to 
it, but it is believed he was 
born sixty-nine years ago in 
Callicoon. He was the son 
of William H. Curtis, once 
a Sheriff of the County, and 
Mary Busch Curtis. 

His knowledge of County 
government was exceeded 
by no other man, and in 
1931 he defeated William 
Whittaker, South Fallsburg 
Democrat, and became As-
semblyman for Sullivan 
County. The year after, 
however, he lost the elec-
tion to Ben R. Gerow of 
Liberty. 

In November, 1936, 
former President Herbert 

Hoover was snowbound 
overnight in Monticello, 
and it was Mr. Curtis who 
spent more than three hours 
in conversation with him at 
the Monticello Inn. 

October 22, 1937

Third Central School 
Now Approved 

For Sullivan County

Approval of the proposed 
central school at Jefferson-
ville was given Monday 
night by 726 votes. The op-
position recorded 162 bal-
lots. Plans call for an early 
bond issue to finance the 
district’s share of construc-
tion costs and for approval 
and purchase of a site for 
the building, which will 
cost in excess of $460,000. 
The Federal government 
has pledged a grant of 
$187,875 toward the total. 
The State will contribute 25 
per cent of the remainder.

The district, which in-
cludes ten school districts 
in six Sullivan County 
towns, is the third to vote 
for a central school within 
five months. Roscoe decid-
ed in May and Livingston 
Manor in June to build. An 
overwhelming vote was re-
corded in each case.

October 29, 1937

Restaurants Up in Arms 
On Hillig Labor Vote

A new provision of the 
State Labor Law, invoked 
in Liberty and elsewhere 
last week to prevent wait-
resses in restaurants from 
working after midnight, has 
stirred a storm of protest 
both among workers and 
employers and has put As-
semblyman Otto Hillig “on 
the spot.” If pressed by the 
Labor Department, the law 
will cost scores of waitress-
es their jobs. It already has 
cost them the major share 

November is Picture 
Book Month, a month cel-
ebrated internationally by 
both young ones and those 
who are young at heart. 
Picture Book Month was 
founded by a group of au-
thors and illustrators who 
wanted to promote the im-
portance of print literacy 
in our increasingly digital 
age.  There’s nothing quite 
like the feeling of flipping 
through the pages of a 
picture book, and with so 
many great ones to choose 
from, there really is some-
thing for everyone.

In honor of Picture Book 
Month, we have a few an-
nouncements to make that 
we’re really excited about. 
First, coming in spring, 
2019, the Fallsburg Library 
will be joining the” 1,000 
Books Before Kindergar-
ten” initiative. All we’ll say 
at this point is that dragons 
and tacos will be involved 
because “Dragons Love 
Tacos!” Stay tuned for 
more information. 

Second, be sure to save 
the date of Saturday, May 
25, 2019 for a Sullivan 
County Youth Book Festi-

val to take place at the E.B. 
Crawford Public Library 
in Monticello. The public 
libraries of Sullivan Coun-
ty are collaborating with 
school libraries, Literacy 
Volunteers of America, and 
other community organi-
zations and volunteers to 
put on a Youth Book Fes-
tival. “It’ll Be Lit!” Save 
the date and stay tuned for 
more information!

In the meantime, you 
can celebrate Picture Book 
Month by checking out 
all the great picture books 
available here at the Falls-
burg Library. You can also 
join us for “Preschool Sto-
ry Hour” at 10 a.m. every 
Tuesday. We read a story, 
and then do a fun craft 
which helps to develop 
fine motor skills among 
preschool-aged children. 
We also have some great 
programs planned for this 
month, all of which are 
FREE! Be sure to check 
them out, as well.

On Thursday, Novem-
ber 8 at 6:30 p.m., adults 
age 18+ can come join us 
for a presentation by Sul-
livan County Historian 
John Conway entitled “The 
Honeymoon Murder and 
Other Murder Inc. Activi-
ties in Sullivan County in 
the 1930’s.” On Wednes-
day, November 14 at 7 
p.m., teens & preteens ages 
11+ can come in and make 
an awesome 3-D owl. 

Wednesday, November 
28 at 6 p.m., bring in the 
family to make a Dreidel 
Box just in time for Ha-
nukkah. It can hold little 
trinkets or candy, plus it 
can spin! Thursday, No-
vember 29 at 6 p.m. is our 
S.T.E.A.M. Night for ages 
6+. We’ll be making crys-
tals form on some beauti-
ful fall leaves. As always, 
our Children’s Craft Night 
is every Monday at 6 p.m. 
Don’t miss out on our fun 
programs this month!

As you can see, we have 
many great things coming 
up at the Fallsburg Library. 
Some programs have lim-
ited spots, so please call, 
email, or stop in to sign 
up. Here’s a reminder of 
our contact information, 
call: 845-436-6067, email: 
fbr@rcls.org, stop in: 12 
Railroad Plaza, South 
Fallsburg, or follow us on 
social media! 

A note about our holi-
day closings this month: 
We will be closed Sunday 
and Monday, November 
11 and 12 in observance 
of Veteran’s Day. Also, we 
will be closing at 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday, November 21 
and will remain closed un-
til Sunday, November 25 in 
observance of Thanksgiv-
ing. 

Wishing everyone a 
very happy and healthy 
holiday season!

PHOTO PROVIDED
Liberty photographer Otto Hillig, left, with pilot Holger 
Hooris prior to their 1931 trans-Atlantic flight. Hillig served 
in the NYS Assembly in 1937.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

of their income from tips, 
they assert.

By action of the Assem-
bly, on April 21, with Mr. 
Hillig voting in favor of 
the measure, amendments 
to section 182 of the Labor 
Law were adopted which 
stipulate the hours of la-
bor for women employed 
in restaurants as follows: 
“No female shall be em-
ployed between the hours 
of midnight and 6 a.m. in 
or in connection with any 
restaurant excepting hat 
check girls, flower girls, 
cigarette girls, ladies cloak 
room attendants, or females 
employed in the kitchens or 
dining rooms of hotels.”

The move has caused 
consternation among res-
taurant owners who for 
years have employed wait-
resses and has created re-
sentment against Mr. Hillig 
for aiding in the adoption of 
a measure which apparent-
ly will have far reaching ef-
fects in one of the county’s 
most important industries.

Restaurant proprietors 
and waitresses both blame 
Assemblyman Hillig for 
their predicament. Mr. 

Hillig reputedly has ad-
mitted he did not read the 
bill carefully and is said to 
have excused his recorded 
vote in favor of it by saying 
that the measure was one 
of those proposed in the 
closing minutes of the last 
session and rushed through 
with so much other legisla-
tion he did not know what it 
contained. 

According to advices 
from Albany, the measure 
passed the Assembly on 
April 21, more than two 
weeks before adjourn-
ment. Opponents of Mr. 
Hillg charge he voted as the 
(Democratic) organization 
ordered without investigat-
ing whether the bill would 
hurt Sullivan County.

[Editor’s Note: The back-
lash over this issue, which 
was fully exploited by Mr. 
Hillig’s opponent in the 
1937 election, town of Nev-
ersink Supervisor William 
A. Chandler, is generally 
considered to have cost the 
Liberty photographer his 
re-election bid, as Chan-
dler defeated him by nearly 
1100 votes.]

differences in the fire ser-
vices. He said our leaders in 
today’s fire service need to 
adapt and change commu-
nication styles. We need to 
understand the differences 
in the generations that are in 
today’s fire service. Gaining 
an understanding will hope-
fully make you a better com-
municator, which in turn will 
make you a better leader.

Those in attendance pro-
vided positive feedback to 
John Hauschild, the Sulli-
van County Fire Coordina-
tor, and offered some topics 
that they would like to see at 
next year’s conference.

By the time you are read-
ing this, you should have 
changed your clocks. Did 
you change the batteries in 
your smoke detectors and 
CO alarms, too?

Let’s go back to an old 
subject, the Morningside 
four corners traffic light. 

It was calm just about all 
summer, but most recently 
we had a call at the corner. 
It appears someone tried to 
beat the light and didn’t, 
two people were taken to the 
hospital.

You read about fire pre-
vention safety hints in all 
forms of the media. Do you 
use any of them? That is, in 
part, what this column is all 
about.

We had a couple of cold 
days in September and there 
was a chimney fire. Did 
you clean your chimney 
yet? Can you find a flash-
light right this second that 
WORKS?	

Let me leave you with a 
very important safety hint: 
This is and was a big fire 
prevention campaign for 
many years. “CLOSE THE 
DOOR!” Sadly most people 
who die in a fire die from the 
smoke, not the fire.

Close the door when you 
leave your house when it is 
on fire. This will cut down 
the flow of oxygen to the 
fire.

Close the door to your 
bedroom.  By closing the 
door it will help slow the 
spread of the fire toward you 
and may save your life.

Doors have what is called 
a fire rating. It is how long it 
will last before a fire burns 
through it. Different doors 
have different fire ratings. 
A solid wood door will offer 
more protection than a hol-
low core wooden door.

Close the door to keep 
the smoke on the other side 
of it.

Close the door to keep 
flames away from you.

Close the door and it 
could give the firefighters a 
chance to get you.

“CLOSE THE DOOR” 
and be safe.

FCSD CLASS OF 1969 CELEBRATES 
50 YEARS…ALMOST

there were many different 
sites and activities to see 
and do. Most of us walked 
around downtown. Mary-
Ann and I went to a craft 
show, checked out the local 
shops and went to the glass-
blowing factory. Of course, 
there were many breweries 
to check out. It seemed that 
there was a craft brewery 
on every street corner.

Saturday night at the 
Hyatt Place was the high-

light. Ginny had a slide-
show for which everybody 
provided pictures. We had 
a good southern meal with 
pulled pork and Bar-B-Q 
chicken and all of the fix-
ings.

Ginny even provided 
some black and whites 
(cookies), almost like we 
used to get from Madnick’s 
bakery in South Fallsburg. 
And we all got name tags, 
just in case…..

by Jack Halchak

ASHEVILLE, NC – The 
Fallsburg Class of 1969 
held its 50th class reunion 
in Asheville, North Caro-
lina in October. It was a 
little early so it was ACTU-
ALLY forty-nine and a half 
years.

Back in April, it was de-
cided to have a destination 
reunion, so we did.

Ginny (Charlow) Pover-
omo was our organizer, 
tour guide, group leader, 
toastmaster ,etc. and did an 
outstanding job in putting 
the weekend together.

On Friday, some of us 
went on a comedy tour of 
Asheville on the Lazoom 
bus. It was a hilarious 
ride through the city. Af-
terwards, while walking 
with Ginny in a shop in 
downtown, we found two 
pictures of the old Gross-
inger’s hotel. One of the 
abandoned pool and one 
of the coffee shop. Who 
knew?

We then met at Pack’s 
Tavern for food, drink, 
catching up, and storytell-
ing.

Saturday was busy as 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Left side, top to bottom: George McGuire, Paul Kross, Brian 
Gummoe, Paula (Levine) Jaffe Middle, top to bottom: Kathy 
(Kile) Adkins, Tim Hanofee, Wayne Pirnos, Paul Blumberg, 
Ginny (Charlow) Poveromo and Steffi Kross Right row top 
to bottom: Mark Carlson, Jack Halchak, Donnie Simmons,  
Gary Lederman, Jan Madnick, Gayle (Domfort) LaSalle and 
Barbara (Fabian) Fleischer.

Ginny then gave out a 
few awards. Youngest child 
went to Paul Blumberg 
(15), most broken bones 
went to Donnie Simmons 
(8+), most published pa-
pers went to Tim Hanofee 
(5), Jan Madnick received 
an award for the most times 
moved (8), Paula (Levine) 
Jaffe traveled the farthest 
(800+ miles), and the cool-
est job went to Paul Kross 
(gynecologist).

A chair was left empty 
for our classmates who 
have answered their last 
late bell. Out of a class of 
about 97, there are 15 who 
are no longer with us: Mike 
Hussey, Wesley Cauthers, 
Robert Donnelly, Greg 
Radinoff, Judy Oberman, 
Ronda Slobodow, Merle 
Dill, Gary Fleisher, Beth-
any Quiet, Mark Spitzer, 
John Skubon, Lynn (Krieg-
er) DeGraw, Dale (Kaplan) 
Gray, Louise ( Dischlatis) 
Magie and Steve Papkoff.

On Sunday, we invaded 
an IHOP, just like we use 
to invade HoJos in Liberty 
on fish fry and chicken fry 
night, and then we parted 
ways.

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

by Kelly Wells & Amanda Letohic

PHOTO PROVIDED
Sullivan County Fire Coordinator John Hauschild (left) thanks keynote speaker Jerry  Knapp.
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THE LITTLEST EAGLE
`There was once a mother 

eagle who had six eggs in her 
nest. It was high up in a very 
tall pine tree.

She was a very good moth-
er. Regardless of the weather, 
she remained on those eggs. 
Mother eagle checked the 
eggs and noticed that one had 
started to move. A few days 
later, she was awakened by 
a pecking noise beneath her. 
She stood up and checked 
her eggs once again. Sure 
enough, one egg had a little 
baby beak sticking out of its 
shell. Little by little, he kept 
working at it until eventually 
he was free. No sooner was 
the first baby eagle out of its 
shell, when another broke 
free. The mother wanted a 
very clean nest for her babies 
and thus would throw out all 
the empty shells.

She was very busy now 
going back and forth find-
ing food for her babies. They 
never seemed to get full. The 
days passed and the babies 
started showing characteris-
tics that would reveal their 
pecking order. The biggest 
chick would always try to 
eat first. There is always one 
who seems to be the small-
est, and so it was with these 
baby chicks. He continuous-
ly got pushed around by his 
brothers and sisters. Some-
times, because they are the 
last to eat, there isn’t any-
thing left for them and they 
starve. This littlest eagle was 
different. He was going to 
show them that he was going 
to survive.

The days seemed to pass 
faster now, and before their 
mother realized it, the babies 

were ready to fly. The largest 
one stood on the edge of the 
nest and opened his wings. 
While the rest of the young 
eagles looked on, he began 
to flap his wings up and 
down. When he felt ready, 
he jumped out into the air 
and started flying. The oth-
ers were all excited. They all 
wanted to join their brother 
in the wide open sky. One 
after the other, they stood on 
the edge of the nest, flapped 
their wings up and down a 
few times and then jumped. 
The fifth one left the nest 
and then it was time for the 
littlest eagle. He stood on the 
edge. His brothers and sisters 
called to him to jump as his 
mother watched with con-
cern. He opened his wings to 
try them out. Mother eagle’s 
eyes opened wide as she no-

ticed his wings were half the 
size of his siblings. The little 
eagle noticed, too. He tried 
flapping them up and down, 

but he knew they would nev-
er be able to carry his weight.

The other eagles laughed 
at him as they flew around 

the nest. He held his head in 
shame, wanting more than 
anything to fly with them 
in the wide open blue sky. 
Mother eagle knew how he 
felt and found a road kill 
rabbit to cheer him, but after 
eating, he still felt sad.

A few weeks went by and 
one day his mother told him 
it was time. He slowly got 
up on the edge of the nest. 
His brothers and sisters saw 
him standing there. He really 
didn’t want to do this. The 
thought kept going through 
his mind that his wings were 
still too small and he would 
be teased again. He looked 
over to his mom as if to say, 
“Do I have to do this, Mom?” 

She just nodded her head, 
yes.

“OK, here goes,” he 
thought. He threw his wings 

open and no one said a thing. 
They just stared at his wings. 
Standing on the edge of the 
nest was the grandest, most 
distinguished, most impos-
ing eagle anyone had ever 
seen. Mother could hardly 
believe that this was once the 
littles chick in her nest. How 
proud she was for him.

He glanced back and forth 
at his wings.

“This was just a dream, 
wasn’t it?” he thought. 

Then he moved them up 
and down a few times and 
when he felt ready, jumped. 
He held them open as he 
glided on the wind, knowing 
that no one could tease him 
again.

The littlest eagle in the 
nest was now the most beau-
tiful one in the sky.

*****
 “The Littlest Eagle” is 

taken from a book by Jim Red 
Fox entitled Native Ameri-
can Short Stories published 
by Author House in 2012. 
Jim Red Fox, who grew up 
in Sullivan County and now 
lives in Napanoch, is also the 
author of “Native American 
Short Stories, Book II” pub-
lished in 2016. Both books 
are available from the au-
thor at 845-853-5524. Jim 
Red Fox is a member of the 
Lakota Sioux Nation. He is 
on the Board of the Native 
American Cultural Cen-
ter and is a member of the 
Thunder Bear Drum Circle. 
He is available to tell stories 
at schools, libraries, parties, 
and large gatherings. 

By Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – 
For six weeks during July 
and August, the Maker’s 
Lab and Innovation Incuba-
tor became the exciting and 
noisy center of a children’s 
pilot program in design 
thinking and STEAM – sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing, arts and math. 

Creative weekly activi-
ties were framed by design 
thinking – an approach to 
learning and engineering 
that includes considering 
real-world problems using 
empathy, creativity, proto-
typing and testing. 

Employees at The Cen-
ter for Discovery (TCFD) 
are able to enroll their chil-
dren aged 5 to 12 in a won-
derful summer camp pro-
gram filled with fun learning 
activities and field trips. 
Employees pay tuition for 
the summer camp, and their 
children, who come from 
all over the Hudson Val-
ley, get to know each other 
and form new friendships. 
The program is orchestrated 
by the dedicated and busy 
educators who administer 
the year around education 
of TCFD residents and stu-
dents. 

Our task at the Maker’s 
Lab was to add some addi-
tional awesome experiences 
to an already great summer 
program. Mission accom-
plished!  

A small budget allowed 
us to buy some reusable and 
quite ordinary household 
supplies that provided high 
caliber fun and creativity. 
Most items can be found in 
a dollar store. For example, 
pool noodles and toothpicks 
can be used over and over to 
build models or prototypes 
(or monsters, as the 5 year 
old boys informed me). By 
cutting 6 pool noodles into 
one and two – inch pieces, 
we filled 2 large bins with 
light and colorful building 

blocks. Using toothpicks to 
connect the pieces together, 
kids created table-top tow-
ers in teams of two to five.  
Along the way, they figured 
out that a wide, sturdy base 
would support a tower as 
high as 45 inches!  

One young man guar-
anteed that a tower with 
spiky arms would protect 
any princess that might 
be living in a tower. Good 
to know. The pool noodle 
pieces were by far the most 
used (and loved) tools for 
creative building during the 
summer. Camp kids com-
pleted 12 different design 
thinking challenges with 
these tools alone. Chal-
lenges like, “something that 
moves,” “something to hide 
inside,” and “something 
funny” provided lightheart-
ed and hilarious sessions 
that fostered creativity and 
open–ended discovery in all 
age groups. 

The maker’s lab pot-
tery studio was also a big 
hit with the campers. With 
a little imagination, simple 

pinch pots became unicorns 
and turtles. One camper 
built a tiny watchman to 
protect his pot, and another 
simply named his, “a bowl 
of snakes.” The kids mar-
veled at the shiny magic of 
glaze and the transforma-
tion of their pieces after kiln 
baking.  

Older campers (9 to 12 
year olds) created laser cut 
signs using Adobe Illustra-
tor as a design instrument. 
Being digital natives who 
have always had computers 
in their world, they were un-
afraid of trying out the de-
sign tools, fancy text fonts 
and graphics in what can 
be an intimidating software 
tool. They also learned basic 
weaving and how to warp a 
small loom at Fiber on Main 
with Annie Cadden.

The younger camp-
ers created their own board 
games, using cardboard, 
magic markers, pipe clean-
ers and whatever else they 
could find in the bins. They 
incorporated their favorite 
game rules and objectives 

while adding some crazy 
elements like tornados and 
ghosts. 

Over six weeks, these 
exuberant 5 to 12 year olds 
became tinkerers, appren-
tices, designers and engi-
neers, (mostly) unafraid of 
failure. And the principles 
learned along the way 
through discovery were 
important and varied. For 
example, the practice of 
working on a team - in any 
age group - fosters flexibil-
ity and responsiveness, as 
well as the development of 
good communication skills. 
Few jobs today don’t in-
volve working with a team, 
which is why this key 21st 
century skill is so important. 
Teamwork was hard for the 
littlest camper-engineers, 
some who were still learn-
ing to take turns after just 
completing kindergarten. 
This youngest group com-
pleted the team tasks with 
the help of camp counsel-
ors, and after 5 weeks there 
were fewer arguments and 
more celebratory dabbing 
when a project was finished.

It was obvious that the 
8 to 12 year olds had ex-
perienced team projects 
before. They formed easy 
alliances, so we swapped 
the members on each team 
as the weeks went by to 
create new groupings. This 
produced opportunities for 
kids to use persuasion and 
influencing skills, as well 
as conflict resolution skills 
– all important as they grow 
up and do jobs that haven’t 
been invented yet.

The summer design 
thinking / STEAM pilot pro-
gram was a success. It was 
also messy and exhausting, 
and loads of fun. Kudos to 
the leadership at The Center 
for Discovery for dreaming 
up the idea and letting us 
run with it at the Maker’s 
Lab and Innovation Incuba-
tor. Hopefully, 2019 will be 
even better and more fun.

FALLSBURG – An im-
portant part of the anti-drug 
and positive decision mak-
ing effort at Fallsburg Jr/
Sr High School is provid-
ing the DARE Real Refus-
al Strategy Program to all 
seventh graders, one of the 
most vulnerable ages in our 
society. 

On October 10, 2018, 
Fallsburg Jr/Sr High School 

Resource Officer (SRO) Ja-
son Edwards awarded cer-
tificates of completion of 
this valuable program to the 
entire class of 126 students. 

The essential parts of 
the ten-session training are 
contained in the acronym, 
REAL.  REFUSE is saying 
no, I don’t want to do some-
thing. EXPLAIN is say-
ing why I don’t want to do 

something. AVOID is keep-
ing away from a situation I 
don’t want to be involved 
in. LEAVE is taking me out 
of a situation I don’t want to 
be in.  

On hand for the cer-
emony were FCSD Super-

intendent Dr. Ivan Katz, 
Junior/Senior High School 
Principal Dalila Serrano, 
Assistant Principal Frank 
Godlewski, and Fallsburg 
Police Department Officer 
Chris Rosa.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
A group of summer camp kids learning weaving at Fiber On 
Main.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
One class of seventh graders pose with School Resource Officer Jason Edwards (back row, left of center)

A Bowl of Snakes and Other Stories 
from Summer Camp  

What Kids Learn at the Maker’s Lab 
and Innovation Incubator

Fallsburg Seventh Graders Receive 
DARE Graduation Certificates

PHOTO PROVIDED
The littlest eagle in the nest grew into the most magnificent 
bird in the sky.

An Original Short Story by Jim Red Fox



by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – What is 
being hailed as another mile-
stone in the improvement of the 
Milk Train Trail in Hurleyville is 
underway, with the installation 
of ten interpretive signs along 
the trail.

The signs, sponsored by The 
Center for Discovery, will fea-
ture text and graphics explaining 
various historical events, leg-
ends and folklore, and elements 
of the natural landscape.

Among the historical signs is 
one describing the tragic explo-
sion of the boiler on an O&W 
Railway passenger train on Feb-
ruary 13, 1907 that killed three 
crew members and another ex-
plaining the impact of the rail-

road on the farms and resorts in 
the Hurleyville area.

Folklore and legend signs out-
line the story of the so-called Al-
vin Stone, which was discovered 
several years ago just a short 
distance from the trail, and is be-
lieved to be a Native American 
artifact, and the alleged para-
normal activity in and around 
the Smith Hill Cut, not far from 
where the 1907 train wreck oc-
curred.

Signs dealing with the natural 
environment include separate 
descriptions of the water features 
adjacent to the trail, the various 
plants found in the vicinity, and 
the different types of tress that 
make up the forests in the area, 
including the impact those re-
sources have had on the region 

over the years.
“The signs will enhance the 

experience of anyone walking 
the trail in either direction,” said 
Eve Minson, the Healing Gar-
dens Coordinator for The Cen-
ter for Discovery, who helped 
create the signs. “For example, 
wetlands were disdained for 
hundreds of years because they 
were seen as creepy crawly plac-
es where diseases like malaria 
originated. Now we understand 
they are the lungs of the natural 
world, the place where all crit-
ters meet.

“The signs will help to bring to 
the public eye the fact that plants 
are tools for living and not just 
objects that are pretty to look at.”

Ms. Minson, who has two 
Masters degrees from Cornell, 

says collaborating on the signs 
was a learning experience for her 
and she hopes they will educate 
others, as well.

“The Catskills are known for 
the leather that was tanned here 
in the 19th Century, and the tre-
mendous impact that had on the 
nation’s economy and our histo-
ry,” she says. “That form of tan-
ning was all about the trees,” she 
said. “That’s a great story, and I 
think it will be a revelation to a 
lot of people.”

Although the timetable for in-
stallation is currently up in the 
air, it is hoped that the signs will 
be in place for the Hurleyville 
History Hike scheduled as part 
of the Holiday in Hurleyville 
festivities on Saturday, Decem-
ber 1.

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
The SUNY Sullivan men’s 
basketball team will open its 
2018-2019 season on Sat-
urday, November 3, when 
they play host to Mercer (NJ) 
Community College at Paul 
Gerry Field House. That 
game starts at 6 p.m. 

Raritan Valley Community 
College of Branchville, New 
Jersey is in town on Sunday, 
November 4 for a 5 p.m. con-
test. 

Coach Brent Wilson’s 
Generals will be competing 
in the National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association’s 
Division II for the first time 
this season, after dominat-
ing play in Division III for 
more than two decades. The 
Generals won four Division 
III National Championships, 
more than any other school, 
including back to back titles 
in 1995 and 1996. Twice, the 
Generals finished their sea-
sons without a single loss.

Last year’s team ended up 

26-5 overall, and was ranked 
as high as number two in the 
nation at one point, playing 
their way into the Region XV 
semifinals. 

This season’s team will 
feature seven sophomores, 
four of whom are suiting up 
for SUNY Sullivan for the 
first time. Tops among them 
may be 6’4” guard Jamarr 
Joseph, who averaged 21.1 
points and 12 rebounds a 
game at Middlesex County 
Community College last 
year, earning selection to the 
second team Garden State 
Athletic Conference all-star 
team and Division III Sec-
ond Team All-Region XV 
honors.

Mr. Wilson is also expect-
ing big things from freshman 
Christopher Volo of West-
bury, NY, a 7-foot 270 pound 
center.

Among the returning play-
ers from last year, Terrin Roy, 
a 6’2” guard from Woodmere 
(long Island) High School, 
averaged 8.9 points per game 
last year, shooting better than 

55 per cent from the field. 
Arafat Shaibu, a 6’9” for-
ward from Queens, averaged 
8 points and 7.5 rebounds per 
game last year, and recorded 
a triple-double against Bronx 
Community College, with 14 
points, 17 rebounds and 10 
blocked shots. 

Following the two home 
games, Sullivan travels to 
the campus of Monroe Com-
munity College in Rochester, 
NY where they will take on 

Mohawk Valley Community 
College and Cecil College 
on November 10 and 11. The 
Generals then return home 
for a 7 p.m. contest against 
Lackawanna (PA) College 
on November 15. 

Sullivan’s Lady Generals 
also open their season on No-
vember 3 and 4, hosting the 
same two New Jersey teams 
as the men. The women’s 
games start at 4 p.m. on Sat-
urday, and 3 p.m. on Sunday.
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WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!
Local Women Lead SUNY Sullivan to Mid-Hudson Cross Country Championship

ENHANCING THE EXPERIENCE
Rail Trail Signage Being Installed

WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
Generals Begin Life as a Division II Basketball Team

by John Conway

STONE RIDGE – Sopho-
mores Rachel Rivera and 
Gem Helper pushed each 
other from start to finish, and 
ended up placing second and 
third to pace the SUNY Sul-
livan women’s cross-coun-
try team to the Mid-Hudson 
Conference championship at 
Ulster County Community 
College on Saturday, Octo-
ber 20.

Second year coach Ashley 
Weintraub’s Lady Generals 
also captured fourth, fifth 
and sixth place in the meet.

Ms. Rivera, a 2017 Monti-
cello High School graduate, 
recorded her best ever time 
of 26.11 over a 5K course in 
finishing behind the winner, 
Kylee Kresge of SUNY Or-
ange. Ms. Kresge’s time was 
an impressive 21:30:00, and 

earned the Colt runner MVP 
honors. Ms. Helper, from 
Livingston Manor, finished 
third with a time of 28.05.

“These women have been 
training hard all season and 
presented some healthy 
competition early on,” Ms. 
Weintraub said last week. 
“They have pushed each 
other to compete at a higher 
level and it has truly paid 
off.”

The pair was followed to 
the finish line by three fresh-
men, Jamilla Woods and 
Nadia Packer, both from 
Brooklyn, and Prue Sand-
ers, from Monticello, who 
were separated by just 13 
seconds. All five of the Lady 
General runners were named 
to the All-Conference team 
as a result.

The Mid-Hudson Cross 
Country Championship is 

the first ever for the SUNY 
Sullivan women, and Ms. 
Weintraub said it came de-
spite less than ideal condi-
tions.

“The course presented 
some challenges,” she said, 
“however our training this 
season prepared us to run on 
all terrain.”

Ms. Weintraub, who also 
coaches the Generals track 
team in the spring, said this 
championship is indicative 
of the growth of both pro-
grams in recent years. 

“It is great to see our pro-
gram continue to thrive,” she 
said. “I am very excited with 
the direction it has taken.”

The Region XV cross 
country championships were 
scheduled for Saturday, Oc-
tober 27, but were not held 
due to the weather.

BCES Trail Officially Opens in Fallsburg
FALLSBURG – On a 

crisp autumn morning of 
October 23 at Fallsburg’s 
Benjamin Cosor Elemen-
tary School (BCES), stu-
dents, teachers, staff and 
specially invited commu-
nity guests came together 
to celebrate the fulfillment 
of teacher Leah Exner’s 
dream—to clear the over-
grown hiking trail behind 
the school building and 
create a new one. Two 
and a half years ago, she 
looked at the “trail” and 
thought, “We can create 
change!”

Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Ivan Katz 
welcomed everyone and 
thanked them for honoring 
the completion of a special 
project, getting right to the 
main point— to thank and 
acknowledge Ms. Exner, 
for her inspiration, her 
perseverance and her dedi-
cation. She truly champi-
oned the BCES Trail.

Next Ms. Exner ac-
knowledged former teach-
ers Jessica Erickson of 25 
years ago, and Lee Smas-
sanow of 10 years ago as 
teachers who believed 
that “you could take stu-
dents out of the classroom 
to teach them through the 
outdoor world around 
them!” 

Ms. Exner said she was 
inspired to act on this vi-
sion, and began the pro-
cess by obtaining a Sulli-
van Renaissance Healthy 
Community Initiatives 
Grant, with the help of fel-
low teacher Mark Spina. 

“That grant would start 
us off on the path to creat-
ing a one-mile trail with 
three-quarters-of-a-mile 
around the perimeter of 
the school and one-quar-
ter-of-a-mile into the 
wooded section alongside 
of a creek,” she said. 

Soon, Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension of Sullivan 
County began assisting 
BCES through the Creat-

ing Healthy Schools & 
Communities initiative. 
Other grant opportuni-

ties and student groups 
kept growing. As a mem-
ber of the teaching soci-

ety for women eucators, 
Ms. Exner applied for 
and obtained The DKG 
NYS Educational Foun-
dation Grant.  Within the 
last year, FCSD was also 
able to assist with the trail 
through The Empire State 
Afterschool Grant.

Meanwhile students 
from multiple grade levels 
and school maintenance 
community partners be-
came involved in trail proj-
ects as well as snowshoe-
ing, through the district’s 
Extended Day program. 

Ms. Exner thanked the 
community for rallying 
around this trail since day 
one. She acknowledged 
the voluminous donations 
of material, equipment, 
time, and expertise from 
more than 25 members of 
Sullivan County.

There are also many who 
have adopted The BCES 
Trail. This trail brings to 
life thoughts, ideas, and 
opportunities across cur-
riculum, wellness, and 
relaxation. She especially 
thanked her family for all 
of the week nights and 
many weekends over the 
last two-and-a-half years 
that they’ve spent build-
ing the trail. In conclusion, 
Ms. Exner reaffirmed to 
all, “Yes, we can create 
change!”

Special thanks were of-
fered to Assemblywoman 
Aileen Gunther for ac-
knowledging Ms. Exner 
and FCSD for their focus 
on health and well-being 
in Sullivan County and 
for sharing this wonderful 
idea with other school dis-
tricts. The Sullivan County 
Chamber of Commerce 
had four administrative 
members handle the rib-
bon cutting ceremonies, 
with the help of sixteen 
BCES students from all 
grades that contributed 
hands on volunteer work 
to create the Trail.

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY 
Among other specially designated areas along the route of the 
Trail, Storybook Sapling Outdoor Arena provides a quiet place 
for learning and reading.

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY 
BCES teacher Leah Exner cuts the ribbon officially opening the 
Trail while others look on. In the photo are (left to right) BCES 
student Brianna Noller, SC Chamber of Commerce (Chamber) 
Board Member Jonathan Schiller, Chamber Executive Staff Marie 
Smith and Dawn Ciorciari, Ms.  Exner, Chamber President Jaime 
Schmeiser, Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther, students Dylan Os-
borne and Layla Hermann, and FCSD Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Ivan Katz.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
The SUNY Sullivan women’s cross country team pose with their Mid-Hudson Conference Champion-
ship plaque. Standing (left to right): Gem Helper, Rachel Rivera, Prue Sanders, Coach Ashley Wein-
traub. Kneeling: Jamilla Woods (l) and Nadia Packer.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
The SUNY Sullivan women’s team captured the school’s first-ever 
Mid-Hudson Conference Cross Country Championship on October 
20. The five Lady General runners finished in 2nd thru 6th place.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES
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Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

Adele Berger, Sports Editor

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Terrin Roy

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Arafat Shaibu

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY 
NYS Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther (far right)  addresses the 
crowd as a group of students look on at the grand opening of the 
BCES Trail on October 20.
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