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of life’s cruel twists, only
to be rescued from his
suicidal depression by a
well-meaning but hapless
guardian angel who shows
him what the world would
be like if he had never
been born. The 1946 classic was nominated for six
Academy Awards, including Best Picture, and won
a Golden Globe for Frank
Capra as Best Director.
Although it is shown often on television during
the holiday season, this is
a rare opportunity to see it
on the big screen.
If you would like further
information about any of
these events, as well as
plans that have not yet
been finalized, visit the
Fiber on Main page on
Facebook.
Even the kids will be excited enough to put down
their electronic media to
play at the wonderful new
children’s park and perhaps take part in a family Pickleball game at the
court adjacent to it. All of
the activities are planned
to take place right along
Main Street, and there is
plenty of parking available in municipal lots on
either side, adjacent to the
Pickled Owl and just past
the Hurleyville Arts Centre on Railroad Avenue.
If you have never been
to Hurleyville or have
not been in a long time,
you will be amazed at
the wonderfully exciting
and beautiful community
that is being developed.
Holiday in Hurleyville is
a great way to spend December 1.

by Elaine Corrington

HARRIS – The Center
for Discovery has purchased an iconic Rock Hill
landmark for repurposing
as its soon to be constructed Children’s Specialty
Hospital and the expansion
of its internationally recognized research initiatives.
The Center closed on
the former Frontier Insurance headquarters in late
October and held a news
conference to announce
the purchase a week later.
TCFD officials say the
building will house a Special Education Academy
(853 school), a Children’s
Specialty Hospital, and
The Research Institute for
Brain and Body Health,
with an expected completion date in 2020.
The first floor of the
building will be converted
into an Education Academy, an expansion of
TCFD’s existing school
program. The academy
will allow TCFD to serve
at least 42 additional students with complex disabilities from the surrounding communities, including
Orange, Rockland, and
Westchester counties. The
school expansion will also
feature classrooms and a
gymnasium, athletic fields,
and paved walking and
biking paths.
The building’s second
floor will house the new
Children’s Specialty Hospital, which will be at the
forefront of connecting
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Patrick H. Dollard, President and CEO of The Center for Discovery announces the purchase of the former Frontier Insurance Building in Rock Hill.

research and innovation.
Currently, there are no
short-term inpatient assessment programs anywhere
in the state for children
with complex developmental disabilities. Improved
understanding of underlying physiological, medical
and mental health problems
will lead to more targeted
treatments and interventions, all with the goal of

enabling children and adolescents to stay at home, in
school, and integrated in
the community. This subacute, short-term hospital is
a new model of care that is
expected to save New York
taxpayers millions of dollars each year.
The third floor of the
building will be converted
into a state-of-the-art Research Institute for Brain

and Body Health. In partnership with leading national and international
physicians, research scientists, academic colleagues,
and philanthropic partners, the Research Institute
will significantly expand
TCFD’s already robust research program.
“Our overarching goal
for this multi-faceted project is to implement groundbreaking new models of
care for complex conditions, which can ultimately
be replicated throughout
New York State and the nation,” Patrick H. Dollard,
The Center’s President and
CEO, said. “We are grateful to Ira Steingart and
the Sullivan County IDA,
along with William Rieber
and other local officials, for
their tremendous leadership and support in moving
this project forward.”
“This facility will bring
a wide range of economic
and community benefits to
Sullivan County, providing
much-needed services, creating high-quality jobs, improving health outcomes,
and bringing back to life a
prime commercial property
that has gone unused for
several years,” Mr. Steingart, District 8 Legislator
and Chairman of the Sullivan County Industrial Development Agency, said.
“From the perspective of
the IDA, it’s a fantastic
project.”

HURLEYVILLE
–
Plans are currently underway for the second annual
Holiday in Hurleyville
event, scheduled this year
for Saturday, December 1.
By all accounts, last
year’s Holiday in Hurleyville was a wonderful
adventure for everyone,
far exceeding expectations for a first time event.
This year, it is expected
there will be even more
activities, opportunities
to purchase unique gifts
(many handmade), to sing,
dance, make holiday decorations, and start to enjoy
the whole holiday season.
Organizers say laughing is
guaranteed!
Events will get underway at 11 a.m.
Fiber on Main, located
at 227 Main Street, will
have the Buck Brook Alpacas at Fireman’s Park,
and will feature a Pop-up
Shop, as well. There will
be a special holiday sale
at Pinwheels, located next
door.
The Hurleyville Maker’s
Lab and Innovation Incubator at 202 Main Street
will offer wreath-making
classes by Friends of the
Garden, and a chance to
see the many amazing
creations and inventions
that are being made there.
There will also be an extensive model train layout
on display.
A second model train
layout will be featured at
the Sullivan County Historical Society’s Museum
at 265 Main Street, and

the Historical Society will
also be unveiling a special
temporary exhibit detailing how the railroads impacted Sullivan County’s
history.
An outdoor Christmas
tree lighting, complete
with caroling will take
place beginning at 1p.m. at
the Rail Trail Head by the
Pickled Owl.
Sullivan County Historian John Conway and Eve
Minson, Healing Gardens
Coordinator for The Center for Discovery, will be
leading a walk along the
Rail Trail beginning at 2
p.m. A similar walk in the
other direction last year
drew a substantial crowd,
and no one left unsatisfied.
Among the many historical topics to be addressed
during the narrated hike
will be the impact the railroad had on local farms and
resorts, the 1907 explosion
and train wreck that left
three crew members dead,
and the railroad’s attempt
to rechristen the community as Luzon.
Ms. Minson’s topics
will include a description
of the diverse eco-system

surrounding the wetlands
along the trail, and the impact that the natural landscape has had on the area’s
economy over the years.
The Hurleyville History
Hike will take about an
hour.
The Hurleyville Market,
238 Main Street, will have
eats, treats, and hot drinks
in case the temperatures
are a bit cold, and will also
feature a number of unique
gifts.
Cory and Perry Gips of
PartyMaster will be providing the public address
system so that a line-up of
musicians can offer holiday favorites throughout
the afternoon.
The Hurleyville Arts
Centre will offer a dance
performance in the upstairs ballroom from 4 4:30 p.m., and a showing
of the holiday classic “It’s
a Wonderful Life” beginning at 7:30 p.m.
The beloved Christmas
movie stars James Stewart and Donna Reed, along
with the proverbial “allstar cast” in a story about
a small town hero who becomes despondent at some

LET’S TALK SULLIVAN COUNTY
by Luis Alvarez, Chairman
Sullivan County Legislature
THE CHALLENGE
AND OPPORTUNITY
IN PREPARING
A COUNTY BUDGET

By the time you read this,
the Sullivan County Legislature will very likely be
poring over the Tentative
2019 County Budget as
proposed to us by County
Manager Josh Potosek. It’s
a huge document that the
County Manager and every division, department
and unit in County Government have been working on for months.
What dominates legislators’ minds is how to
balance a budget between
taking care of our employees and taking care of our
taxpayers. We can’t do
that on the backs of either
group (some of whom are
one and the same), but the
challenge lies in providing our hard-working staff
a good salary and benefits

that won’t unduly burden
taxpayers.
Costs are rising exponentially, even during a
time when the County has
benefitted from increased
wages and tax revenue
(particularly sales taxes).
Healthcare and services
we are State-mandated to
provide are steadily eating
up much of the increased
funding we’ve gained.
Our crew of more than
1,000 employees deserves
a livable wage – they’ve
certainly earned it. They
work hard, do what is
right, don’t give up, and
provide compassionate,
competent service day after day. We have several
24-hour departments: the
Sheriff’s Office (Patrol and
Jail), the Care Center at
Sunset Lake, the 911 Center, and when conditions
demand, our Division of
Public Works. If no one is
available to relieve them at
the end of their shifts, they
cannot go home, no matter what responsibilities,
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Luis Alvarez is the Chairman of the Sullivan County
Legislature. He represents
District 6, which includes
Hurleyville.

gatherings or needs await
them.
I witnessed this firsthand
when I was a Sheriff’s
deputy, and I still do, even
though I’m now retired.
I’ve watched deputies
wonder if they will have to
miss their children’s birthday parties, not to mention
a simple family dinner. It’s
an incredibly tough situation that you never truly
get used to, even though
the job demands it.

But even then, these
folks remain on duty,
serving with pride, care
and professionalism. That
level of service deserves
proper pay, benefits and
praise – not just for a job
well done but to ensure we
keep the kind of people
who give their best every
day, no matter the circumstances.
Sullivan County cannot keep losing the best
we have – the backbone
of our staffing – to other
places that pay better. Our
citizens deserve the best,
and so do our employees. They ARE Sullivan
County. And I assure you
this Legislature will keep
that in mind as we near the
December adoption of the
2019 County Budget.
Legislature Chairman
Luis Alvarez keeps readers up to date on what is
happening in county government with his regular
column in the Hurleyville
Sentinel.

WALTER J. SCHERR,

MAKER’S LAB BENEFACTOR, PASSES
Businessman, Philanthropist, Author was 94
LONG ISLAND –
Walter J. Scherr, the
Long Island philanthropist whose major gift
helped make the Hurleyville Maker’s Lab and
Innovation Incubator a
reality, has died. He was
94.
Mr. Scherr was born
on June 28, 1924 in
Ozone Park, Queens, to
Walter and Helen Scherr,
and had three sisters, Janet, Audrey, and Helen.
He was married to Vera
Kessler Scherr for 50
years before her passing
on November 8, 2003.
Walter and Vera had four
children, Douglas, Walter III, Laura and Robert.
Walter started his ca-

PHOTO PROVIDED

Walter J. Scherr

reer as an accountant at
Sperry Rand but eventually went on to start many
businesses over his 70
plus years of business career. Most notably, Walter and a few friends left
Litton Industries to start
a company called Visual
Sciences, and they were

the pioneers in bringing
the fax machine into every business in America.
In addition to being
a very successful business man, Mr. Scherr
was committed to giving
back to the community.
Along with his late wife
and their children, he
established the Vera and
Walter Scherr and Family Foundation to provide
resources for people with
developmental disabilities and their caretakers.
The foundation was particularly generous to The
Center for Discovery,
which they recognized as
a world class facility, and
was one of the principal
benefactors in the cre-

ation of the Hurleyville
Maker’s Lab and Innovation Incubator.
At the age of 90, Mr.
Scherr authored a book
called “Walter’s Way,”
which chronicles his
life. He dedicated the
book to the caretakers
of the world, and all the
proceeds from the book
go to The Center for
Discovery. The book is
available at the Hurleyviille Market, from The
Center for Discovery’s
website and from waltersway.org.
Following a funeral
mass on Saturday, November 3, Mr. Scherr
was buried at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Coram.
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Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC
HONORS

C

ongratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School
Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State
Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Association (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition. Ms.
Barber and the award recipients are hard at work rehearsing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, December 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.
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Fallsburg’s BCES Participates
in National Unity Day
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FOR A BRUISIN’!”
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From the Firehouse

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE
by
Chief
H.F.D.
ByJack
JackHalchak,
Halchak,Past
Past
Chief
H.F.D.

TThe Hurleyville Fire
Department is always look-

he Hurleyville Fire Department is always looking for help, to fight fire or
support
do. We
ing
for those
help, that
to fight
fireeven
or
supply allthose
of thethat
gear do.
and prosupport
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vide all
of the all
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needed,
even
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gear
for
free.
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by
any
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and provide all of the trainnight
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out how
ing
needed,
for free.
Stopyou
by
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any Monday night and find
Last issue we talked about
out
how you can
help. like to
fire prevention.
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Speaking
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I
continue on that training,
topic with
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of
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committee
to
some personal observations
set
the Bureau Iofam
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and up
experiences.
apChief
Conference,
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48 years in
as which
a Hurleyville
and Line
I am
60
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Department
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Deputy
CoorOfficers
20 Fire
Sullivan
dinator Fire
for the
Sullivan
County
Departments
County
Bureau
of
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My
attended a Sullivan County
primary
responsibility
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to
Fire Chiefs Conference asin
sist the
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the
the
Seeling
Theater at inSulTowns of Fallsburg and Nevlivan
County Community
ersink, and as backup to the
College.
other deputies I have been all
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sponsored
over
theevent
county
assisting
difby
the Sullivan
Buferent
fire County
departments
reau
of Fire
conjunction
throughout
theincounty.
with
theareSullivan
These
some of County
my real
life experiences
that I have
Volunteer
Firefighter’s
Asseen burn down our neighbors
sociation.
homes:
Keynote speaker Jerry
•Knapp
I havetalked
been toabout
a number
of
tactics
calls
where
the
furnace
has
that we have used and are
malfunctioned, most of the
using
in fighting a structure
time because of a lack of
fire.
He
backed
up these
difcleaning.
The result
is black
ferent
tactics
with
science
soot throughout the entire
gathered
burns
house. Itfrom
is as test
though
you
that
measured
the
progresgave a group of kids black

sion of a fire in a single family home. The information
was presented in a way all
From
the files
could
understand
andof...
take
home and use.
Our second speaker, Jale
Oreshan III talked about
traumatic stress and how
it relates to us, the first responder, and our family. He
spoke about his real life incident and how it affected
him, his brother and sister
firefighters, and his family.
It was a riveting presentation and you could hear a
pin drop as he spoke from
his heart.
Our third speaker was
Chief Jeff Holmes, who
spoke about generational

ARE YOU READY ?

Fires can be prevented.

not control the flame or even
time to clean out the ash. I
talcum powder and told
turn it off. It too will prohave seen people put the ash
them to cover everything
duce deadly CO.
in a paper bag, plastic
possible and then you go in
bucket or other combustible • I have seen people plug
and do it again. What a
power strips into power
container and put it in the
mess. The other result can
strips with multiple extengarage, on the back porch,
be CO (carbon monoxide)
sion cords. If you are lucky it
alongside the house, or in
poisoning. The worst case
will trip your circuit breaker.
the shed. The results are not
scenario is your house burns
If you are not, it will overgood. Put the ash in a metal
down. Get your furnace
heat the wiring or extension
bucket with a cover and put
cleaned. NOW!
cord and cause a fire.
it outside, away from the
• I have seen way too many
What I have described
house. It will be hot and I
thimble failures. The thimble
have seen a brush fire start above, you have probably read
is where the stove pipe goes
from it and then burn the in a newspaper or seen on TV
through your house to the
house down. Put that bucket as a cause of a fire that burned
outside. So the stove pipe
a house down.
of ash in a safe place!
goes from your stove
I have personally witnessed
through the thimble to the • Space heaters (electric or
kerosene) are another cause these causes. They are some of
rest of your chimney to the
of fire I have seen, especially top causes I have seen in reroof top. The thimble gets
when we have an extended sponding to structure fires.
hot and if not installed to
cold snap. The heater is Use some common sense
code the fire gets out of a
placed too close to the bed- when trying to stay warm.
failed thimble or it heats
ding or furniture. It may take Maintain your heating systems
combustible material that is
a couple of days to super dry and be safe.
too close to the thimble and
As stated in my last article,
the material but then it may
you have a catastrophic failburst into flames. Keep these make sure you have a working
ure and fire. This can also
space heats at a safe dis- smoke detector(s) and CO dehappen if you don’t clean
tance from all combustible tector (s) in your home. One or
your chimney, and have a
PHOTO
PROVIDED
LIFE.
materials. Refer to the both may save your
chimney fire. In a dirty
Sullivan
County
Fire
Coordinator
John
Hauschild
(left)
thanks
keynote
speaker
Jerry
Knapp.
Winter is soon to be here
and
owner’s manual for recomchimney
the
creosote
that means cold weather and
mendations.
catches fire and super heats
Mark this
your
calendar.
you have
kerosene
space
everything,inand
differences
thethis
firecould
ser- •It Ifwas
calma just
about
all ice.Close
the on
door
when
you
Hurleyville Fire Department
heater, make sure you use
cause
a
thimble
failure.
vices. He said our leaders in summer, but most recently leave your house when it is
the white kerosene. Read the / Town of Fallsburg Youth
Clean your chimney, and
today’s
servicebyneed
to wedirections
had a call
at the
on fire. This29st
willAnnual
cut down
Ice
before
youcorner.
use it. Commission
have itfire
inspected
someadapt
and
change
commuIt
appears
someone
tried
to
the
flow
of
oxygen
to the
The wrong type of fuel is Fishing Contest on Morningone who knows what to look
nication
styles. We need to beat
the light
and
didn’t,a side
fire. Lake Feb.11, 2017.
dangerous.
It will
produce
for.
understand
the
differences
two
people
were
taken
to
the
Closeonthethisdoor
to your
More
in the
next
poor burning flame and I
• So your stove and fireplace
inisthe
generations
that
are
in
hospital.
bedroom.
By
closing
the
have seen it where you can- issue.
well maintained. Now it is

today’s fire service. Gaining
an understanding will hopefully make you a better communicator, which in turn will
make you a better leader.
Those in attendance provided positive feedback to
John Hauschild, the Sullivan County Fire Coordinator, and offered some topics
that they would like to see at
next year’s conference.
By the time you are reading this, you should have
changed your clocks. Did
you change the batteries in
your smoke detectors and
CO alarms, too?
Let’s go back to an old
subject, the Morningside
four corners traffic light.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

You read about fire pre- door it will help slow the
vention safety hints in all spread of the fire toward you
forms of the media. Do you and may save your life.
use any of them? That is, in
Doors have what is called
part, what this column is all a fire rating. It is how long it
about.
will last before a fire burns
We had a couple of cold through it. Different doors
days in September and there have different fire ratings.
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Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti- years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his LaBaugh. No date has been
office here. Mrs. Jones was set for the wedding.
taken to the Monticello Hospital where her condition is Christmas at the County
Home
reported as satisfactory. She
Christmas was celebrated
remains under the care of Dr.
at the Welfare Home in the
Jacobs.
by Kelly Wells & Amanda Letohic
real old-fashioned way.
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in- mas
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the visit
valThree
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Frieda Wichinsky,
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Mrs. Jack
Christmas
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Night
for ages
New York
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Book
Fes6+.
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making
The couple plan to wed in evening a pleasant one. crystival.
formlater,
on the
some
beautiJune. “It’ll Be Lit!” Save tals
A little
TruthseektheOndate
and
stay
tuned
for
ful
fall
leaves.
As
always,
Christmas Eve, the en- ers’ Club of Mountaindale
more
information!
gagement
of Miss Marion our
sangChildren’s
Christmas Craft
carols Night
under
In
the
meantime,
you
is
every
Monday
6 in
p.m.
Metcalf of Monticello, to the windows of theat
sick
all
can celebrate Picture Book Don’t miss out on our fun
Edward Reynolds, son of three of the buildings. The
Month by checking out programs this month!
for Christmas
day
for
all the great picture books menu
As you
can see, we
have
the oldgreat
folksthings
was chicken,
available here at the Falls- many
coming
biscuits
and
gravy,
mashed
burg Library. You can also up at the Fallsburg Library.
potatoes,
squash,
cranberry
join us for “Preschool Sto- Some programs have limsauce,
mustard
pickles,
ry Hour” at 10 a.m. every ited
spots,
so please
call,
Tuesday. We read a story, email, or stop in to sign
and then do a fun craft up. Here’s a reminder of
which helps to develop our contact information,
fine motor skills among call: 845-436-6067, email:
preschool-aged children. fbr@rcls.org, stop in: 12
We also have some great Railroad Plaza, South
programs planned for this Fallsburg, or follow us on
month, all of which are social media!
FREE! Be sure to check
A note about our holithem out, as well.
day closings this month:
On Thursday, Novem- We will be closed Sunday
ber 8 at 6:30 p.m., adults and Monday, November
age 18+ can come join us 11 and 12 in observance
for a presentation by Sul- of Veteran’s Day. Also, we
livan County Historian will be closing at 3 p.m. on
John Conway entitled “The Wednesday, November 21
Honeymoon Murder and and will remain closed unOther Murder Inc. Activi- til Sunday, November 25 in
ties in Sullivan County in observance of Thanksgivthe 1930’s.” On Wednes- ing.
day, November 14 at 7
Wishing everyone a
p.m., teens & preteens ages very happy and healthy
11+ can come in and make holiday season!
an awesome 3-D owl.

game between the girls of
FROM THE FALLSBURG
both schools with victory for LIBRARY

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt
in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,
twenty, suffered severe lacerations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
andNovember
Mary Schubert,
her
is Picture
companions,
also
of
this
vilBook Month, a month cellage,
were
slightly injured
ebrated
internationally
by
Friday
of lastones
week
when
a
both young
and
those
car
MissatHillman
whodriven
are by
young
heart.
Picture
Book
was
was
struck
by Month
a Hi-Land
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by at
a group
of aubread truck
the intersecthorsofand
tion
Lochillustrators
Sheldrake who
and
wanted to promote
the imHurleyville
roads. A brother
portance
print literacy
of
Miss of Hillman
was
in our increasingly
drowned
ten days agodigital
while
age. There’s
quite
skating
on nothing
Morningside
like
the
feeling
of
flipping
Pond.
through the pages of a
picture
book, Notes
and with
High School
fromso
manythe
great
ones
to
choose
Announcer
from, there really is someOutplaying Hurleyville
thing for everyone.
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing forward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots. Immediately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0. At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring ability and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

DECEMBER
2016
November 2018

Roscoe. Both teams, scrapping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye. The score
was 19-12.
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because “Dragons Love
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Stay 1,
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JANUARY
1937 for
more
information.
Breaks Ankle When Pet
Second,
be sure
Dog Trips
herto save
the date of Saturday, May
25, 2019 for a Sullivan
County Youth Book Festi-

October 15, 1937

A few easy steps can save your life!

Hoover was snowbound

Have a service person inspect
overnight in Monticello,
and clean your chimney , wood
andoritfurnace
was Mr.
Curtis who
County stove
each year.

New President of
Bar Association

x

spent more than three hours
him at

Use a metal or glass fireplace
in conversation with
screen to keep sparks from
the Monticello
Inn.
nearby carpets
or
of hitting
of furniture.

x

At the annual meeting
the Board of Directors
October 22, 1937
the Sullivan County Bar Asx Keep kindling, paper, and décor
sociation which was held at away from fireplaces and
stoves. Central School
the Courthouse this week, wood Third
Lazarus I. Levine, former
x Never use gas
or lighter
fluid to
Now
Approved
Special County Judge, was start aFor
fireplace
or
wood
stove.
Sullivan County
elected president for the enx Burn only seasoned wood.
suing year. Other officers
Approval of the proposed
elected at the meeting were central school at JeffersonEllsworth Baker of Remember
Monti- ville was given Monday
cello as Vice President and night by 726 votes. The opchimneys
are the number
one162 balRalph L.Fireplaces
Smith, and
Clerk
of position
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Court,
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source of
home heating
equipment
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Plans call
for an early
Secretary; Harry M. Beck bond issue to finance the
of Liberty, Treasurer.
district’s share of construction costs and for approval
PHOTO PROVIDED
Veteran Editor and
and purchase of a site for Liberty photographer Otto Hillig, left, with pilot Holger
G.O.P. Leader Dies Sud- the building, which will Hooris prior to their 1931 trans-Atlantic flight. Hillig served
cost in excess of $460,000. in the NYS Assembly in 1937.
denly
The Federal government
John Thompson Curtis, has pledged a grant of of their income from tips, Hillig reputedly has admitted he did not read the
former Assemblyman and $187,875 toward the total. they assert.
By
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the
Assembill carefully and is said to
chairman of the Republican The State will contribute 25
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on
April
21,
with
Mr.
have excused his recorded
County Committee, who per cent of the remainder.
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for twenty-five years pubcludes
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lished the Sullivan County
in
six
Sullivan County to section 182 of the Labor of those proposed in the
Republican
newspaper,
died at his home in Mon- towns, is the third to vote Law were adopted which closing minutes of the last
ticello Friday afternoon. for a central school within stipulate the hours of la- session and rushed through
Death followed a stroke five months. Roscoe decid- bor for women employed with so much other legislalast Thursday night after he ed in May and Livingston in restaurants as follows: tion he did not know what it
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THE LITTLEST EAGLE
`There was once a mother
eagle who had six eggs in her
nest. It was high up in a very
tall pine tree.
She was a very good mother. Regardless of the weather,
she remained on those eggs.
Mother eagle checked the
eggs and noticed that one had
started to move. A few days
later, she was awakened by
a pecking noise beneath her.
She stood up and checked
her eggs once again. Sure
enough, one egg had a little
baby beak sticking out of its
shell. Little by little, he kept
working at it until eventually
he was free. No sooner was
the first baby eagle out of its
shell, when another broke
free. The mother wanted a
very clean nest for her babies
and thus would throw out all
the empty shells.

She was very busy now
going back and forth finding food for her babies. They
never seemed to get full. The
days passed and the babies
started showing characteristics that would reveal their
pecking order. The biggest
chick would always try to
eat first. There is always one
who seems to be the smallest, and so it was with these
baby chicks. He continuously got pushed around by his
brothers and sisters. Sometimes, because they are the
last to eat, there isn’t anything left for them and they
starve. This littlest eagle was
different. He was going to
show them that he was going
to survive.
The days seemed to pass
faster now, and before their
mother realized it, the babies

were ready to fly. The largest
one stood on the edge of the
nest and opened his wings.
While the rest of the young
eagles looked on, he began
to flap his wings up and
down. When he felt ready,
he jumped out into the air
and started flying. The others were all excited. They all
wanted to join their brother
in the wide open sky. One
after the other, they stood on
the edge of the nest, flapped
their wings up and down a
few times and then jumped.
The fifth one left the nest
and then it was time for the
littlest eagle. He stood on the
edge. His brothers and sisters
called to him to jump as his
mother watched with concern. He opened his wings to
try them out. Mother eagle’s
eyes opened wide as she no-

An Original Short Story by Jim Red Fox

PHOTO PROVIDED

The littlest eagle in the nest grew into the most magnificent
bird in the sky.

ticed his wings were half the
size of his siblings. The little
eagle noticed, too. He tried
flapping them up and down,

but he knew they would never be able to carry his weight.
The other eagles laughed
at him as they flew around

the nest. He held his head in
shame, wanting more than
anything to fly with them
in the wide open blue sky.
Mother eagle knew how he
felt and found a road kill
rabbit to cheer him, but after
eating, he still felt sad.
A few weeks went by and
one day his mother told him
it was time. He slowly got
up on the edge of the nest.
His brothers and sisters saw
him standing there. He really
didn’t want to do this. The
thought kept going through
his mind that his wings were
still too small and he would
be teased again. He looked
over to his mom as if to say,
“Do I have to do this, Mom?”
She just nodded her head,
yes.
“OK, here goes,” he
thought. He threw his wings

open and no one said a thing.
They just stared at his wings.
Standing on the edge of the
nest was the grandest, most
distinguished, most imposing eagle anyone had ever
seen. Mother could hardly
believe that this was once the
littles chick in her nest. How
proud she was for him.
He glanced back and forth
at his wings.
“This was just a dream,
wasn’t it?” he thought.
Then he moved them up
and down a few times and
when he felt ready, jumped.
He held them open as he
glided on the wind, knowing
that no one could tease him
again.
The littlest eagle in the
nest was now the most beautiful one in the sky.

*****
“The Littlest Eagle” is
taken from a book by Jim Red
Fox entitled Native American Short Stories published
by Author House in 2012.
Jim Red Fox, who grew up
in Sullivan County and now
lives in Napanoch, is also the
author of “Native American
Short Stories, Book II” published in 2016. Both books
are available from the author at 845-853-5524. Jim
Red Fox is a member of the
Lakota Sioux Nation. He is
on the Board of the Native
American Cultural Center and is a member of the
Thunder Bear Drum Circle.
He is available to tell stories
at schools, libraries, parties,
and large gatherings.

A Bowl of Snakes and Other Stories
from Summer Camp
What Kids Learn at the Maker’s Lab
and Innovation Incubator

By Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE
–
For six weeks during July
and August, the Maker’s
Lab and Innovation Incubator became the exciting and
noisy center of a children’s
pilot program in design
thinking and STEAM – science, technology, engineering, arts and math.
Creative weekly activities were framed by design
thinking – an approach to
learning and engineering
that includes considering
real-world problems using
empathy, creativity, prototyping and testing.
Employees at The Center for Discovery (TCFD)
are able to enroll their children aged 5 to 12 in a wonderful summer camp program filled with fun learning
activities and field trips.
Employees pay tuition for
the summer camp, and their
children, who come from
all over the Hudson Valley, get to know each other
and form new friendships.
The program is orchestrated
by the dedicated and busy
educators who administer
the year around education
of TCFD residents and students.
Our task at the Maker’s
Lab was to add some additional awesome experiences
to an already great summer
program. Mission accomplished!
A small budget allowed
us to buy some reusable and
quite ordinary household
supplies that provided high
caliber fun and creativity.
Most items can be found in
a dollar store. For example,
pool noodles and toothpicks
can be used over and over to
build models or prototypes
(or monsters, as the 5 year
old boys informed me). By
cutting 6 pool noodles into
one and two – inch pieces,
we filled 2 large bins with
light and colorful building
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A group of summer camp kids learning weaving at Fiber On
Main.

blocks. Using toothpicks to
connect the pieces together,
kids created table-top towers in teams of two to five.
Along the way, they figured
out that a wide, sturdy base
would support a tower as
high as 45 inches!
One young man guaranteed that a tower with
spiky arms would protect
any princess that might
be living in a tower. Good
to know. The pool noodle
pieces were by far the most
used (and loved) tools for
creative building during the
summer. Camp kids completed 12 different design
thinking challenges with
these tools alone. Challenges like, “something that
moves,” “something to hide
inside,” and “something
funny” provided lighthearted and hilarious sessions
that fostered creativity and
open–ended discovery in all
age groups.
The maker’s lab pottery studio was also a big
hit with the campers. With
a little imagination, simple

pinch pots became unicorns
and turtles. One camper
built a tiny watchman to
protect his pot, and another
simply named his, “a bowl
of snakes.” The kids marveled at the shiny magic of
glaze and the transformation of their pieces after kiln
baking.
Older campers (9 to 12
year olds) created laser cut
signs using Adobe Illustrator as a design instrument.
Being digital natives who
have always had computers
in their world, they were unafraid of trying out the design tools, fancy text fonts
and graphics in what can
be an intimidating software
tool. They also learned basic
weaving and how to warp a
small loom at Fiber on Main
with Annie Cadden.
The younger campers created their own board
games, using cardboard,
magic markers, pipe cleaners and whatever else they
could find in the bins. They
incorporated their favorite
game rules and objectives

while adding some crazy
elements like tornados and
ghosts.
Over six weeks, these
exuberant 5 to 12 year olds
became tinkerers, apprentices, designers and engineers, (mostly) unafraid of
failure. And the principles
learned along the way
through discovery were
important and varied. For
example, the practice of
working on a team - in any
age group - fosters flexibility and responsiveness, as
well as the development of
good communication skills.
Few jobs today don’t involve working with a team,
which is why this key 21st
century skill is so important.
Teamwork was hard for the
littlest camper-engineers,
some who were still learning to take turns after just
completing kindergarten.
This youngest group completed the team tasks with
the help of camp counselors, and after 5 weeks there
were fewer arguments and
more celebratory dabbing
when a project was finished.
It was obvious that the
8 to 12 year olds had experienced team projects
before. They formed easy
alliances, so we swapped
the members on each team
as the weeks went by to
create new groupings. This
produced opportunities for
kids to use persuasion and
influencing skills, as well
as conflict resolution skills
– all important as they grow
up and do jobs that haven’t
been invented yet.
The summer design
thinking / STEAM pilot program was a success. It was
also messy and exhausting,
and loads of fun. Kudos to
the leadership at The Center
for Discovery for dreaming
up the idea and letting us
run with it at the Maker’s
Lab and Innovation Incubator. Hopefully, 2019 will be
even better and more fun.

One class of seventh graders pose with School Resource Officer Jason Edwards (back row, left of center)
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Fallsburg Seventh Graders Receive
DARE Graduation Certificates
FALLSBURG – An important part of the anti-drug
and positive decision making effort at Fallsburg Jr/
Sr High School is providing the DARE Real Refusal Strategy Program to all
seventh graders, one of the
most vulnerable ages in our
society.
On October 10, 2018,
Fallsburg Jr/Sr High School

Resource Officer (SRO) Jason Edwards awarded certificates of completion of
this valuable program to the
entire class of 126 students.
The essential parts of
the ten-session training are
contained in the acronym,
REAL. REFUSE is saying
no, I don’t want to do something. EXPLAIN is saying why I don’t want to do

something. AVOID is keeping away from a situation I
don’t want to be involved
in. LEAVE is taking me out
of a situation I don’t want to
be in.
On hand for the ceremony were FCSD Super-

intendent Dr. Ivan Katz,
Junior/Senior High School
Principal Dalila Serrano,
Assistant Principal Frank
Godlewski, and Fallsburg
Police Department Officer
Chris Rosa.
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WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS!
ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

Local Women Lead SUNY
Sullivan
to
Mid-Hudson
Cross
Country
Championship
Y
By Angelee Santillo

PHOTO PROVIDED

The SUNY Sullivan women’s team captured the school’s first-ever
Mid-Hudson Conference Cross Country Championship on October
20. The five Lady General runners finished in 2nd thru 6th place.
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WELCOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Generals Begin Life as a Division II Basketball Team
by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE –
The SUNY Sullivan men’s
basketball team will open its
2018-2019 season on Saturday, November 3, when
they play host to Mercer (NJ)
Community College at Paul
Gerry Field House. That
game starts at 6 p.m.
Raritan Valley Community
College of Branchville, New
Jersey is in town on Sunday,
November 4 for a 5 p.m. contest.
Coach Brent Wilson’s
Generals will be competing
in the National Junior College Athletic Association’s
Division II for the first time
this season, after dominating play in Division III for
more than two decades. The
Generals won four Division
III National Championships,
more than any other school,
including back to back titles
in 1995 and 1996. Twice, the
Generals finished their seasons without a single loss.
Last year’s team ended up

26-5 overall, and was ranked
as high as number two in the
nation at one point, playing
their way into the Region XV
semifinals.
This season’s team will
feature seven sophomores,
four of whom are suiting up
for SUNY Sullivan for the
first time. Tops among them
may be 6’4” guard Jamarr
Joseph, who averaged 21.1
points and 12 rebounds a
game at Middlesex County
Community College last
year, earning selection to the
second team Garden State
Athletic Conference all-star
team and Division III Second Team All-Region XV
honors.
Mr. Wilson is also expecting big things from freshman
Christopher Volo of Westbury, NY, a 7-foot 270 pound
center.
Among the returning players from last year, Terrin Roy,
a 6’2” guard from Woodmere
(long Island) High School,
averaged 8.9 points per game
last year, shooting better than

ENHANCING THE EXPERIENCE

Rail Trail Signage Being Installed
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – What is
being hailed as another milestone in the improvement of the
Milk Train Trail in Hurleyville is
underway, with the installation
of ten interpretive signs along
the trail.
The signs, sponsored by The
Center for Discovery, will feature text and graphics explaining
various historical events, legends and folklore, and elements
of the natural landscape.
Among the historical signs is
one describing the tragic explosion of the boiler on an O&W
Railway passenger train on February 13, 1907 that killed three
crew members and another explaining the impact of the rail-

road on the farms and resorts in
the Hurleyville area.
Folklore and legend signs outline the story of the so-called Alvin Stone, which was discovered
several years ago just a short
distance from the trail, and is believed to be a Native American
artifact, and the alleged paranormal activity in and around
the Smith Hill Cut, not far from
where the 1907 train wreck occurred.
Signs dealing with the natural
environment include separate
descriptions of the water features
adjacent to the trail, the various
plants found in the vicinity, and
the different types of tress that
make up the forests in the area,
including the impact those resources have had on the region

over the years.
“The signs will enhance the
experience of anyone walking
the trail in either direction,” said
Eve Minson, the Healing Gardens Coordinator for The Center for Discovery, who helped
create the signs. “For example,
wetlands were disdained for
hundreds of years because they
were seen as creepy crawly places where diseases like malaria
originated. Now we understand
they are the lungs of the natural
world, the place where all critters meet.
“The signs will help to bring to
the public eye the fact that plants
are tools for living and not just
objects that are pretty to look at.”
Ms. Minson, who has two
Masters degrees from Cornell,

says collaborating on the signs
was a learning experience for her
and she hopes they will educate
others, as well.
“The Catskills are known for
the leather that was tanned here
in the 19th Century, and the tremendous impact that had on the
nation’s economy and our history,” she says. “That form of tanning was all about the trees,” she
said. “That’s a great story, and I
think it will be a revelation to a
lot of people.”
Although the timetable for installation is currently up in the
air, it is hoped that the signs will
be in place for the Hurleyville
History Hike scheduled as part
of the Holiday in Hurleyville
festivities on Saturday, December 1.
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that “you could take students out of the classroom
to teach them through the
outdoor world around
them!”
Ms. Exner said she was
inspired to act on this vision, and began the process by obtaining a Sullivan Renaissance Healthy
Community
Initiatives
Grant, with the help of fellow teacher Mark Spina.
“That grant would start
us off on the path to creating a one-mile trail with
three-quarters-of-a-mile
around the perimeter of
the school and one-quarter-of-a-mile into the
wooded section alongside
of a creek,” she said.
Soon, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Sullivan
County began assisting
BCES through the Creat-

Sullivan County.
“The point of the league is
to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the importance of supporting
local.”
Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts championship?
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onship yet.”
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Among other specially designated areas along the route of the last two-and-a-half years
Trail, Storybook Sapling Outdoor Arena provides a quiet place that they’ve spent buildfor learning and reading.
ing the trail. In conclusion,
Ms. Exner reaffirmed to
all, “Yes, we can create
change!”
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BCES Trail Officially Opens in Fallsburg

