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BASKETBALLWAVES OF CHANGE

by Heather Gibson

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
When Sullivan County na-
tive Grover Hermann gave 
the initial monetary gift to 
build the library at SUNY 
Sullivan, it is unlikely he 
envisioned a future where 
books would no longer be 
held and leafed through, 
imagined a virtual librar-
ian or search engines like 
Google. 

Fact finding, informa-
tion gathering, and quick 
searches have come a long 
way from the days of the 
men who sold encyclope-
dias door to door, and sets 
were built one volume at a 
time.

So the Hermann Memo-
rial Library is receiving a 
much needed face lift, cre-
ating a new space that is 
meant to be user friendly. 
Financial Aid, Registra-
tion and Admissions of-
fices are all now located in 
the former library space. 

“The creation of the 
One Stop Center will al-
low SUNY Sullivan to be 
a more student-centered 
campus,” Jay Quaintance, 
college president, ex-
plains. “We will be better 
able to serve our students 
by allowing them to take 
care of all of their business 
tasks in one centralized 
location, rather than hav-
ing them scattered across 
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by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – “The 
teacher is to be a male 
teacher, it is so voted.”

That entry from the min-
utes of the October 14, 1863 
meeting of the Trustees for 
the Columbia Hill School, 
District #17 of the Town of 
Thompson school system is 
just one historical tidbit un-
covered by Hurleyville na-
tive Paul Lounsbury during 
this past year. 

“Things sure have changed 
since then,” he says. 

Mr. Lounsbury is a 
member of the committee 
headed by Gordon Mac-
Adam of Monticello and 
his brother Henry, which 
has researched 20 one-room 
schoolhouses that once ex-
isted in the Town of Thomp-
son. Mr. Lounsbury’s family 
used to own the Columbia 
Hill school building in Hur-
leyville and leased it to the 
school district. His grandfa-
ther, and later his father re-
tained and preserved many 
of the records of the dis-
trict’s existence, including 
the minutes of some of the 
trustees’ meetings.

Together with Gordon 
MacAdam, Mr. Lounsbury 
will be part of a presentation 
entitled, “The One-Room 
Schoolhouses of the Town 
of Thompson” to be deliv-
ered at the Sullivan County 

Museum at 6 p.m. on Thurs-
day, August 9.

The museum is located at 
265 Main St in Hurleyville.

“I will be sharing other in-
teresting excerpts from the 
minutes over the 115 years 
of the school’s operation, 
including tax records, teach-
ers’ names, the annual cost 
of firewood, supplies, etc.,” 
Mr. Lounsbury says. “One 
year, for example, they ap-
proved an expenditure of 50 
cents for chalk.”

The Thompson one-room 
schoolhouses were in opera-
tion between 1830 and 1950. 
The committee researching 
them also includes Town 
of Thompson Historian Al 
Wolkoff, Judy Wolkoff, 
Mary Ann Drobysh Berens, 

and Jack Spangenberg. 
Some of the committee’s 

research was completed in 
the archives of the Sullivan 
County Historical Soci-
ety, and it was through the 
Historical Society that Mr. 
MacAdam learned about the 
Pomeroy Foundation, which 
provides grants for histori-
cal markers. The Town of 
Thompson Schoolhouse 
Project has been awarded 
such a grant to place histori-
cal markers at each of the 20 
identified sites.

Call the Sullivan County 
Historical Society for more 
information about the pre-
sentation at 845-434-8044 
or visit their website at 
www.scnyhistory.org.

SOUTH FALLSBURG – 
Five-term Fallsburg Super-
visor Steve Vegliante is the 
new chairman of the Sulli-
van County Democrats. Mr. 
Vegliante replaces Donna 
Schick, who resigned un-
expectedly late last month, 
citing personal reasons.

In her resignation to the 
members of the Sullivan 
County Democratic Com-
mittee, a copy of which was 
obtained by The Hurleyville 
Sentinel, Ms. Schick noted 
that the “difficult decision” 
to resign was made with 
“both relief and regret.” 

“I have always said that 
when the work no longer 
feels productive or enjoy-
able, I would step away 
from the project,” she 
wrote. “Thus, I am making 
this decision.”

In her resignation let-
ter, Ms. Schick pointed to 
a number of accomplish-
ments, including increasing 
attendance at the Commit-
tee’s annual Jeffersonian 
Dinner from 75 to 150 peo-

ple and increasing commu-
nity outreach.  

When contacted by The 
Sentinel, she declined fur-

ther comment.
Mr. Vegliante commend-

ed Ms. Schick on her tenure 
as the party’s leader.

“It is my hope that [Ms. 
Schick] continues to stay 
involved in our commit-
tee, as her knowledge and 
commitment are invalu-
able resources,” he told 
The Sentinel. “The political 
dialogue nationally and lo-
cally is fraught with misin-
formation. If, as Americans 
we want to improve this 
condition, it must start on 
a local basis. I implore our 
committee, its members, 
and our friends to commit 
to staying true to our prin-
ciples and together we can 
work to improve our con-
dition. We will claim the 
moral high ground and on 
the issues we will win.”

Mr. Vegliante, who is an 
attorney, was first elected 
Fallsburg Supervisor in 
2009. He was elected to his 
current two-year term in 
November of 2017.

by Luis Alvarez, Chairman 
Sullivan County Legislature

THE PEOPLE 
WE SERVE

“I believe in the United 
States of America, as a gov-
ernment of the people, by the 
people, for the people; whose 
just powers are derived 
from the consent of the gov-
erned…” – preamble to “The 
American’s Creed” by Wil-
liam Tyler Page (1918).

As one of nine legislators, 
I am elected to serve the peo-
ple. The nine of us no longer 
belong to ourselves – we are 
part of this government of the 
people, and our lives belong 
to the people. We serve with 
pride, with honor, and with 
gratitude for the right to rep-
resent the people.

We aren’t born with that 
right, nor can we inherit such 
a right in America. We are 
given that right through elec-
tion by the people, as a sign 
that they trust us to represent 
their interests.

I take that seriously, as 
should you. And if I am your 
representative, then I ask you 
to figuratively “walk with 
me” – guide me in what I 
should and shouldn’t do for 
you. What goals should I pur-
sue? What future do you seek 
me to deliver? What in gov-
ernment helps and hurts you?

We must walk together 
on this. I cannot fulfill this 
mandate from the people 
any other way. No matter 
our backgrounds, no matter 
our different faiths and eth-
nicities, no matter our socio-
economic status, we share a 
common future, as will our 
children and their children. 
Thus I rely on you as much 
as you rely on me.

I am proud to serve on a 
Legislature where the dis-
tinctions of Republican and 
Democrat are not basis for 
strife and division. All nine 
of us recognize we are serv-
ing Sullivan County’s people. 
If we disagree, we do so hon-
estly – and we seek workable 
solutions.

But we don’t do that in a 
vacuum, so again I ask that 
you provide us with your in-

put. You can attend a Legis-
lature meeting (they are open 
to the public), write a letter or 
email, make a phone call, or, 
yes, stop us on the street or in 
the grocery store! We’re here 
to listen.

Without the people, the 
Sullivan County Legislature 
is nothing, a governmental 
body full of nobodies. With 
the people, however, we are 
unified in our desire for a 
brighter future for this Coun-
ty and our families. Share 
your thoughts with us, so that 
we may serve you better.

Ways to reach the Sullivan 
County Legislature:

By phone: 845-807-0435
By email: luis.alvarez@

co.sullivan.ny.us (or substi-
tute your preferred legisla-
tor’s name for mine)

By mail: Sullivan County 
Government, 100 North 
Street, Monticello, NY 12701

In person: Meetings of the 
Legislature are typically held 
the first and second weeks of 
the month on the second floor 
of the Government Center – 
exact dates are listed at www.
sullivanny.us

Legislature Chairman Luis 
Alvarez keeps readers up to 
date on what is happening in 
county government with his 
regular column in the Hur-
leyville Sentinel.

NO FEMALE TEACHERS
Old School Board Minutes to Be Revealed

FALLSBURG SUPERVISOR 
NOW LEADING SULLIVAN 

COUNTY DEMS
Assumed Chairmanship Aug. 1

LET’S TALK SULLIVAN COUNTY

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY
Gordon MacAdam (center) poses with some of the members 
of his committee at the Sullivan County Museum in Hur-
leyville, where he will present the findings about one-room 
schoolhouses on Thursday, August 9. Also pictured are (left 
to right) Paul Lounsbury, Historical Society president Su-
zanne Cecil, Mr. MacAdam, Thompson Town Historian Allan 
Wolkoff, and Judy Wolkoff.
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Luis Alvarez is the Chair-
man of the Sullivan County 
Legislature. He represents 
District 6, which includes 
Hurleyville.

PHOTO BY HEATHER GIBSON
Administration officials say the changes involving the campus library will bring the college 
into the 21st century.

PHOTO BY HEATHER GIBSON
The Admissions office, along with Financial Aid and Registration, are now located where the 
library used to be.

SUNY SULLIVAN LIBRARY 
ENTERS THE VIRTUAL AGE

Officials Say New Design Will Serve Students Better

campus.” 
As part of SUNY Sulli-

van’s commitment to en-
suring that all constituents, 
faculty, students, staff and 
community members have 
access to high quality li-
brary services, they cre-
ated a design and made 
decisions based on data 
collected over a number 
of years about how the li-
brary is used, Mr. Quain-
tance says. Some of the 
findings include:

• In 2007, the library’s 
collection included ap-
proximately 72,000 print 
volumes, 358 journals, 26 
microfilm collections, and 
56 electronic databases. 
By 2016, the collection 
had changed significantly: 
the print collection had de-
clined by 26% to 53,000 
volumes, microfilm is no 
longer housed at the li-
brary, journal subscrip-
tions have plummeted over 
75% to 120, but digital da-
tabases have almost dou-
bled to 96, and the library 
now boasts over 143,000 
eBooks. 

• Print circulation has 
declined dramatically. In 
2007 the library loaned 
2247 books to SCCC stu-
dents; by 2016, this cat-
egory of circulation had 
fallen to 543. Circula-
tion continued to fall into 
the 2017-2018 academic 
year, with only 429 books 
loaned to students.  

• Over the last two years, 
fewer than 1100 books in 
the main circulating col-
lection have been checked 
out.

• Reference desk use has 
seen a similar marked de-
creased from nearly 12,000 
reference desk interactions 
in 2007 to approximately 
3,000 in 2014, and 1,364 
in the 2016-2017 academ-
ic year.

 “The way people receive 
information is changing, 
and therefore the SUNY 
Sullivan library will need 
to adapt a new model to 
meet the changing needs 
of the 21st century,” Mr. 
Quaintance explains.

The new vision for the 
library includes a circulat-
ing collection of 26,000 
print volumes, increased 

inter-library loan services, 
and greater access to eB-
ook collections. Addition-
ally, the reserve collection, 
one of the most popular 
services provided by the 
library, is being main-
tained, and the college will 
now invest in a textbook 
collection for student use. 
Mr. Quaintance says this 
will save students money 
on text books and make it 
easier for their professors 
to offer digital copies of 
text books.

So while the circulating 
collection of books will 
go down, the number of 
eBooks will increase from 
150,000 to 700,000, mak-
ing many publications ac-
cessible by cell phone, lap 
top, and tablets.

A sneak peek at the 
renovations taking place 
reveals that every aspect 
of the space has been well 
thought out. The quiet 
study and tutoring spaces 
have been increased by 
10 percent, student fur-
niture and computer sta-
tions have been upgraded, 
and eight charging sta-
tions installed. There will 
be virtual librarian kiosks 
throughout the college, so 
that a student can interact 
with a librarian without 
visiting the library. Every-
thing is about saving the 
student time.

The collage hopes to use 
the library space for meet-
ings, book readings, and 
as a place to highlight new 
publications. There will 
possibly be grand re-open-
ing event in September, to 
which the community will 
be invited. Information 
about this will be posted 
on social media and on the 
college website under the 
library page and campus 
events.  

Most importantly, the 
college wants everyone to 
know that the library is an 
open access library, open 
to the public, and library 
cards are not required. 
Any member of the com-
munity can access the li-
brary as often as they like, 
and they are encouraged to 
take advantage of this new 
and exciting space.
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Q. Abraham Lincoln said, “The best way to predict your future 
is to create it.” What is on your bucket list?

“Travel is on my bucket list. No one 
place in particular. I just love exploring 
new places with my family. It’s about 
experiencing new things and making new 
memories.”

“I would like to work for the NYS 
Justice Center to advocate further for 
children with developmental dis-
abilities. I would also really like to visit 
Israel one day.”

“I would love to go sky diving. I think 
the adrenaline rush would be amazing. 
I also would love to go to Qatar; which 

I learned about a long time ago in an 
economics class. My desire to go there 

has always stuck with me.”

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.

Heather Ryder

Shoshana Conlon

Monique Taylor

It’s high summer and the eat-
ing is good! The issue now is 
how to save all of the amazing 
food and other goodies coming 
into your kitchen from the gar-
den and local farmer’s markets.

There are many options for 
food preservation based on 
what you have time and space 
for. My favorite and easiest go-
to solution is freezing, which I 
do with just about everything. I 
use ice cube trays for pestos and 
cooked fruit, sliced fresh pep-
pers get stored in zip-lock bags, 
oven-dried tomatoes get stashed 
in storage containers and veggie 
soups get ladled into mason jars 
and frozen as well. Most veg-
etables have a limit to how long 
they taste good in the freezer so 
take heed to not leave them for 
much longer than a few months.

Some ovens have dehydrating 
options which is nice for drying 
tomatoes, peppers, apples, and 
even garlic. I dry culinary and 
medicinal herbs and flowers by 
hanging them in a dark, warm 
place like my attic, though the 
trunk of a car on a hot summer 
day works wonders as well and 

is cheaper than buying a solar 
or electric dehydrator. In the fall 
I can strip the dried leaves and 
store them.

Canning is a bit more com-
plicated and you will need spe-
cific supplies, but it’s satisfying 
to look in the cupboard in win-
ter and see everything you’ve 
stocked up on. One of the easiest 
projects to start with for begin-
ners is simple jam or jelly from 
freshly picked fruit. There’s 
nothing quite like it in midwin-
ter to have on your homemade 
muffins or pancakes. Or try a red 
pepper jelly which is a scrump-
tious condiment that also makes 
a great Christmas present!

Another fun way to preserve is 
pickling veggies like cucumbers 
or dilly beans, but lacto-ferment-
ed products are also becoming 
wildly popular and are super 
healthy for us. Sauerkraut is the 
most obvious ferment to make at 
home, but spicy Korean kimchi 
and healthy brews like kombu-
cha are easy as well. Recipes for 
all of these abound on the Web.

Most importantly be creative, 
have fun and Bon Appetit!

Alli
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by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

The volunteers in Hurleyville-
Sullivan First have planted the 
gardens, planters and barrels 
throughout Hurleyville. Now 
they need your help to main-
tain them. If you can help water 
and weed throughout the sea-
son, please call MaryAnn, 845-
798-5418, or Kathleen, 845-
707-9810. You can also email 
HSF…izzysaunt@msn.com.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
meets on the third Thursday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at the Hur-
leyville Firehouse. The meet-
ings are open to everyone who 
is interested in the revitaliza-
tion and beautification of Hur-
leyville. 

 For more information about 
Hurleyville and Hurleyville-
Sullivan First, please visit the 
group’s page on Facebook 
or www.hurleyvilleny.com.

The Sullivan County His-
torical Society will present a 
musical performance and in-
formal talk by Slam Allen at 
the Sullivan County Museum 
on Sunday, August 5. An in-
ternationally renowned blues 
and soul performer, Slam Al-
len has been inducted into the 
New York Blues Hall of Fame 
as a Master Blues Artist. The 
hour-long event beginning at 
2 p.m. will be hosted by Little 
Sparrow. Admission is free, and 
donations are always welcome.

“The Great War”, a centen-
nial commemoration of World 
War I, will be on display at the 
museum through Armistice Day 
(Veterans Day) in November.

 Baseball team photos from 
local high school yearbooks are 
on display at the museum. The 
exhibit, which also includes a 

each Sunday from 9 until 10 
a.m.

The church holds prayer 
meetings every Monday from 
10 a.m. until noon. 

A Bible study group meets at 
the church every Tuesday from 
7 until 8 p.m.

Volunteers at the church host 
the Community Lunch Program. 
Dates for the program will be 
announced on the church’s page 
on Facebook.

Young people are invited to 
join the Youth Group hosted by 
the church. There are fun activi-
ties indoors and out all summer!

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more information 
or if you can help with any of 
these activities.

The members of Columbia 
Hill Neighborhood Alliance 
(CHNA) continue to follow de-
velopments in the lawsuit filed 
by Gan Eden Estates against 
the Town of Thompson and the 
Town of Thompson Planning 
Board.

The Delaware River Basin 
Commission (DRBC) held a 
public hearing in May to re-
view 28 applications, including 
Gan Eden Estate’s application 
to draw 4.6 million gallons a 
month from the aquifer for use 
as the public water supply for 
the development. The DRBC 
met again in June, 2018 and 
unanimously approved 27 of the 
28 applications.  A decision on 
Gan Eden Estate’s application 
was postponed by the DRBC to 
allow for additional review.

Visit CHNA at www.colum-
biahill.org or on Facebook to 
learn how you can help to pro-
tect your community.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Baseball team photos from local high school yearbooks are 
on display at the Sullivan County Museum. This is the 1968 
Monticello High School varsity team.

FROM THE 
FARM

by Eve Springwood Minson

Is it me?  Or does it seem 
like everything summer relat-
ed is doing double time and 
trying to catch up?

Heartbeat, The Grahams-
ville Music Hall is proving 
to be exactly what every-
one hoped.  It’s still early 
in its first year, but Dave 
and Teresa Trestyn are do-
ing it all right.  After a big, 
star-studded Opening Night, 
then Southern Fried Soul fea-
turing Grahamsville’s own 
Laura Garone, they pulled 
back, promoting their Open 
Mic nights on Wednesdays, 
which has been attracting 
some of the finest talent in 
the area. Bravo!  They also 
have their own website to 
keep you apprised of all new 
shows:  heartbeatmusical-
hall.com.   And now, on Sat-
urday, August 10, Heartbeat 
will be bringing none other 
than icon Slam Allen to its 
stage. Tickets are $20, and 
are being sold in advance at 
the Music Hall and at Catskill 
Hudson Bank directly across 
the street. Seating is limited, 
so make sure you get your 
tickets early.  I have mine.

The week prior, on Sun-
day, August 5, thanks to our 
own Carol Smith, Slam Al-
len will make an appearance 
in our area from 2 – 3 p.m. 
at the Hurleyville Museum. 
This will be another inter-
esting combination of music 
and talk that has made these 
Sunday afternoons so popu-
lar.  For more information, 
please contact the Museum at 
(845) 434-8044. 

If you are in New York City 
on Saturday, August 4, stop 
on by Groove at 125 McDou-
gal St, between 2 and 9 p.m., 
and be part of the 6th Interna-
tional Bluesday.  My friend 
Johnny Childs, an amazing 
Blues man in his own right, 
was instrumental in bring-
ing about this annual day of 
honor with some of the most 
noted Blues players from 
around the world.

Hurleyville’s own David 
Bloch and his writing partner/
songstress Celeste Aldridge 
will be gracing the stage 
at the Port Jervis Farmer’s 
Market on Saturday, August 
25.  If you have not heard 
these two, let me just say it’s 
magical and well worth the 
short trip!

And let’s put in a good 
word for the festivals in Au-
gust:

Saturday, August 11 is the 
Blueberry Festival in El-
lenville from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m.  The village has in past 
years blocked off part of Ca-
nal Street allowing one to 
wander from table or booth 
without having to dodge 
cars. I’m looking forward to 
the blueberry goodies that 
somehow just jump into my 
market bag, begging me to 
take them home. This year’s 
Fest is sponsored by Tony 
and Nick’s Italian Kitchen, 1 
Hermance Street.

Part of Broadway is usu-
ally blocked off in Monticel-
lo for the annual Bagel Fest 
on Sunday, August 12 from 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Be sure to 
stop in at DeFillipi’s for their 
“Music Where You Least Ex-
pect It” that’s held from 11 
a.m. to 2-ish for some great 
music and a chance to sit for 
a bit. Two food festivals back 
to back; that is heaven!

And who doesn’t like a 
good old fashioned county 
fair! The Grahamsville Little 
World’s Fair opens Friday, 
August 17 at the Neversink 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Last month we explored thun-
der storms and microbursts. Au-
gust temperatures in New York 
are typically in the mid 80s and 
humid. Now that August is here, 
the peak of tornado season is 
behind us, but we still could get 
some big ones.

A tornado is a damaging col-
umn of air that has a center of 
circulation in the middle and 
clouds around it. The Enhanced 
Fujita scale or EF scale, which 
was started February 1, 2007, is 
used to assign a tornado rating 
based on estimated wind speeds 
and related damage. A tornado 
has a EF scale 1-5. A tornado 
forms inland in thunder storm 
clouds. A tornado has 6 forms- 
dust; known as a dust devil, 
snow, fire; known as fire whirl, 
steam; known as a steam devil, 
cloud, and water, known as wa-
ter spout.

A gustnado is a short lived, 
ground-based swirling wind that 

can form on the leading edge 
of a severe thunderstorm. The 
name comes from the gust front 
of a tornado. The gustnado lasts 
a few seconds to a few minutes. 
The gustnado spins upward 
from the ground, extending be-
tween 30 to 300 feet above the 
surface. The gustnado is classi-
fied as a type of thunderstorm 
wind damage. There is some 
rotation involved in a gustnado 
however they do not connect to 
any cloud base so is technically 
not a tornado.

A hurricane is a large circu-
lation that forms in warm open 
waters of the ocean. Hurricanes 
can also form tornados and wa-
ter spouts. 

As seasons change, violent, 
deadly tornadoes hit the US, but 
so far this year, there has been 
a lull in tornado activity. Stay 
tuned to see what crazy weather 
this month brings.

by Gray Basnight

BETHEL – There are plen-
ty of good reasons to begin 
a run-for-your-life thriller 
novel in Bethel, New York.

First, there’s the natural 
beauty of undisturbed roll-
ing hills overlaid with thick 
woods embedded with blue 
stone and teaming with 
wildlife. Placing an open-
ing scene here supplies the 
writer with rich pastoral 
imagery for a fugitive flee-
ing for his life. He stumbles 
through virgin terrain, send-
ing whitetail deer scattering. 
He tumbles down a hillside, 
rests beside a flowing creek, 
bends to sip from a pool of 
spring water occupied by 
a foot-long trout, passes a 
mysteriously dilapidated 
farmhouse, then veers off 
to avoid challenging a black 
bear with her cub.  

Second, there’s Route 
17B. The curving, most-
ly two-lane highway cuts 
through undulating historic 
real estate from Monticello 
to the Delaware River. Here, 
should the fugitive be so 
lucky as to hitch a ride with 
a passing motorist, his view 
from the window yields a 
cinematic course in Ameri-

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

Alli
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Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.
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Park in Grahamsville. It is 
just the ticket, with every-
thing one looks for in a rural 
county fair. It was the name 
that got me to the gates a few 
years after I moved here, and 
It was so reminiscent of the 
fairs in Wisconsin where I 
grew up. I’ll see you there!

Every Monday:
Dutch’s Open Mic: 205 

Rock Hill Dr, Rock Hill, 7 
p.m.

Slam Allen at the Double 
Top; Resorts World Catskills 
Casino and Hotel. 6 p.m.

Tuesdays:
Every Tuesday:  OdD 

Tuesday with The Greater 
Sullivan County Search and 
Rescue Orchestra (Joanna 
Gass, Steve Schwartz, Kenny 
Windheim, and Eric Neis), 
Brew, 280 Rock Hill Dr, 
Rock Hill, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Wednesdays:
Cab’aroke at Cabernet 

Franks; 38 Main St, (Exit 98 
off Rte 17W) Parksville; 6 – 
11 p.m. Come in costume!

 Open Mic at Heartbeat, 
The Grahamsville Music 
Hall; 30 Main Street, Graha-
msville; 7 p.m.

Rock Hill Summer Music 
Concert Series; all starting at 
6:30 p.m.

August 1:  Third Degree
August 8:  Glass House
August 15: Sommerville
August 22:  Papa J + Mo 

Soul with Jason Rosen
August 29:  Cruise Control
Thursdays:
Open Mic every Thursday 

at Cabernet Frank’s; Parks-
ville

Fridays:
Every Friday:  Sorel-

la:  Jazz Standards with De-
fino and Ravdin, and great 
Italian food!  6 – 9 p.m., 
3562 State Rte 55, Kauneon-
ga Lake

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main 
St, (Exit 98 off Rte 17W) 
Parksville

Live music beginning be-
tween 7 and 8 p.m.

The Pickled Owl, 218 
Main St, Hurleyville

Live music from 6 – 9 p.m.
August 17:  The Graha-

msville Little World’s Fair 
opens; Neversink Park; Gra-
hamsville

Saturdays:
Every Saturday:  Sorella: 

Jazz Standards with Defino 
and Ravdin, 3562 State Rte 
55, Kauneonga Lake; 6 – 9 
p.m.

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main 
St, (Exit 98 off Rte 17W) 
Parksville

Live music beginning at 8 
p.m.

The Pickled Owl, 218 
Main St, Hurleyville

Live music from 6 – 9 p.m.
August 4: Marc Delgado at 

the Pickled Owl, Hurleyville 
NY 6 – 9 p.m.

August 4:  Glass House at 
VaBrato; 2920 U.S. 6; Slate 
Hill, NY

August 11:  The Blueberry 
Festival; Canal Street; Ellen-
ville

August 25: Must Be 
Dreaming; Port Jervis Farm-
er’s Market; Elizabeth Street, 
Port Jervis

Sundays:
August 12: Bagel Fest; 

Broadway; Monticello; 9 
a.m. – 4 p.m.

Music Where You Least 
Expect It: 11 a.m. – 1:30-
ish, DeFillipis Bakery, 506 
Broadway, Monticello

The Dancing Cat Sa-
loon:  #ShineOn, Jazz 
Brunch, 11 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
2037 State Rte 17B, Bethel

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”

THE HURLEYVILLE
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.

The Scene
Music and Entertainment
in and around 
Hurleyville by Jane Harrison

tribute to some of the best Major 
League Baseball players of the 
past, can be found on the second 
floor of the museum.

 Please contact the Historical 
Society if you have local high 
school yearbooks you’d like to 
donate to the museum’s digitized 
collection. The Society can be 
reached at 845-434-8044 or at 
genealogy@scnyhistory.org.

The museum’s collection of 
the Republican Watchman for 
the years 1909 and 1910 has 
been scanned and digitized. The 
searchable and indexed collec-
tion is available for viewing at 
the museum.  

A gift shop offering a collec-
tion of Sullivan County-related 
books, maps, posters, postcards 
and memorabilia is open at the 
museum.

Volunteers are always needed 
at the museum. They operate the 
museum through numerous ac-
tivities including working on re-
search, creating exhibits, caring 
for artifacts and helping visitors. 
Anyone interested in exploring 
genealogy and the history of life 
in Sullivan County can contact 
the museum.   

The museum, located at 265 
Main St. in Hurleyville, is open 
on from Tuesday to Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on 
Sunday from 1 to 4:30 p.m.

Please visit www.scnyhistory.
org for more information on the 
Sullivan County Historical So-
ciety and the Sullivan County 
Museum. You can also visit the 
Sullivan County Historical So-
ciety and Museum on Facebook.

The volunteers at the Hur-
leyville United Methodist 
Church are collecting donations 
of diapers to swap with other lo-
cal missions for school supplies 
for Hurleyville.

The Bread of Life Food Pantry 
at the church is open each Thurs-
day (except the first Thursday 
of each month) from 4:30 – 6 
p.m. Free clothing is available 
for families in need on the last 
Thursday of each month. 

 The church hosts a “Commu-
nity Dinner” on the first Thurs-
day of each month through No-
vember. Doors for the potluck 
dinner open at 4 p.m. Admission 
is free, and the dinner is open to 
everyone.

Services are held at the church 

half-a-century? The same is 
true for momentous events 
in history.  We tend to com-
mit greater passion to our 
memories in multiples of 
five.   

And so it is with Sullivan 
County.  The big one looms 
in August of 2019. I’ve read 
where some are making 
blowout plans to commemo-
rate the time when 400,000 
turned Bethel into a metrop-
olis for three days of music 
that was also a passionate 
cry for peace in the face of a 
grievously divisive war. 

In my novel, it’s August 
of 2019 and (no spoiler alert 
necessary) my characters at-
tend a massive celebration 
remembering those peaceful 
days when Sullivan Coun-
ty hosted an event that put 
Bethel on the map of world 
history.   

But a novel, of course, is 
only fiction.

Gray Basnight is deeply 
immersed in his third ca-
reer -- fiction writing, af-
ter almost three decades in 
broadcast news, preceded by 
a few years pursuing an act-
ing career. Prior to Flight of 
the Fox, his other published 
novels are The Cop with the 
Pink Pistol, a modern NYC-
detective mystery with some 
scenes in the Catskills; and 
Shadows in the Fire, a Civil 
War historical novel. Gray 
and his wife split their time 
between Sullivan County and 
New York City. For more in-
formation, visit www.Gray-
Basnight.com, follow him on 
Facebook (https://www.face-
book.com/gray.basnight) or 
Twitter (@GrayBasnight).

New Thriller Opens at 50th Woodstock Anniversary

can development. There 
is boundless timberland, 
bucolic grazing pastures, 
abandoned houses, Hasidic 
bungalows, small towns, 
suburban encroachment, 
roadside diners, junkyards, 
and the ever-present assort-
ment of used car dealers.     

Third, there’s the array of 
homes and the people who 
live in them. Here, too, is 
a lesson in the evolution of 
American life and lifestyle 
choices. From campers and 
mobile homes, to classic 
suburban ranches and luxuri-
ous country homes—they’re 
all there. As with the variety 
of dwelling styles, they’re 
occupied by an even wider 
variety of men and women 

who were born into, or who 
came to the area from all 
walks of life in the U.S. and 
elsewhere. And each of them 
has a novel-worthy story of 
their own.                      

Finally, if the novel is set 
in the near future, let’s say 
in August of 2019, there are 
50 additional good reasons 
to begin a story in Bethel. 
Those 50 reasons are all 
the years leading up to the 
forthcoming golden anniver-
sary of the Woodstock Music 
Festival.      

Well, there is such a novel. 
I wrote it. It’s called “Flight 
of the Fox” released in late 
July by Down & Out Books. 
The central character is a 
Columbia University math 
professor named Sam Tea-
garden who not only owns 
a pied-à-terre in Bethel, but 
was born during the Wood-
stock Music Festival. He’s 
an original Woodstock baby. 
Thus, the 50th Anniversary 
also happens to mark his 
own 50th birthday.        

My opening scene takes 
advantage of all of the 
above: the wooded terrain, 
the highway, the homes, the 
people.  It’s all there.   

In reality of course, it’s 
only the 49th anniversary 
that looms this August.  
Oddly, when it comes to 
celebrating anniversaries 
with gifts, there’s no offi-
cial gemstone for the 49th.  
The 45th is sapphire, and 
the 50th, of course, is gold. 
But the lowly 49th gets no 
respect. That’s understand-
able.  When you’re breath-
ing on the big one, why fuss 
with commemorating a date 
that’s one measly year shy of 
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A NIGHT FOR BEAUTIFUL 
MUSIC AND AWARDS AT 

FALLSBURG HIGH SCHOOL

MONTICELLO – Sixty-
one years into fighting fires, 
one would think that Nel-
son Durland would take a 
break from the active roster 
of his beloved Hurleyville 
Volunteer Fire Department.

Not a chance.
“I still answer daytime 

fire calls,” the 79-year-old 
affirms, the deep sense of 
pride and obligation so very 
evident in his eyes. “I have 
a desire to try to always 
keep going in the right di-
rection.”

That direction has al-
ways been aimed toward 
his community – not just 
Hurleyville, but Sullivan 
County and the Hudson 
Valley. It’s a lifelong com-
mitment that has earned 
him the Sullivan County 
Legislature’s Distinguished 
Citizen Award.

“Nelson Durland is a 
legend in the fire service 
throughout Sullivan Coun-
ty, and I am in awe of him 
as a fellow firefighter,” says 
Legislature Chairman Luis 
Alvarez, a Liberty firefight-
er. “Few have reached his 
length of service, and even 
fewer have kept going as 
passionately and reliably as 
he does.”

“I really enjoy it,” Mr. 
Durland relates matter-of-
factly. “I joined the fire 
department in 1957, where 
my grandfather and father 
also served.”

In those days, “we just 
grabbed a hose and ran,” he 
recalls – often with no more 
than a raincoat, boots and a 
helmet for protection.

Yet departments had a 

larger supply of members 
then, and that vexes Mr. 
Durland.

“I’d say about 20% of 
the fire departments in the 
County are doing well with 
young recruits,” he esti-
mates. “The rest of them 
are just hanging on, doing 
the best they can with what 
they have.”

Mr. Durland has long 
been a role model to young-
er generations, not only in 
firefighting, but in leader-
ship. Indeed, his proudest 
moments were being elect-
ed chief of the Hurleyville 
FD and named president of 
the Hudson Valley Volun-
teer Firefighters Associa-
tion.

In fact, he’s held some 
sort of office in every orga-
nization in which he’s been 
involved – and there are 
plenty: Town of Fallsburg 
Fire Chiefs Association, 
Sullivan County Fire Advi-
sory Board, Sullivan Coun-
ty Arson Task Force (charter 
member), Loch Sheldrake 
Fire District Board of Com-
missioners, Firefighters 
Association of the State of 
New York, Sullivan County 
Volunteer Firefighters As-
sociation (overseeing mul-
tiple annual parades), the 
Eastern Sullivan Fireman’s 
Softball League, Hudson 
Valley Royal Order of the 
Red Vests, the Liberty Pres-
byterian Church, the Lib-
erty Lodge No. 521 of Free 
& Accepted Masons, the 
Liberty Elks Lodge, and the 
local chapter of AmVets.

Since 1995, he’s hosted 
West Point cadets at his 

and wife Joan’s home for 
a meal and relaxing after-
noon, where they are treat-
ed to his “parlor” – a room 
full of awards, plaques and 
numerous references to 
Army-Navy games (Mr. 
Durland served in the U.S. 
Army Reserves from 1957-
1964). A few years back, he 
was honored at one of those 
games for his hospitality to 
the cadets.

He also maintains the 
Doris Durland Playground 
(named after his mother) at 
the Hurleyville Firehouse.

“Nelson loves where he 
lives more than anyone 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Shawn Wiles, longtime member of the Fallsburg Cen-
tral School District Board of Education, was recognized 
for his service during his final Board meeting on June 
20. Mr. Wiles, left, is shown accepting a plaque in ap-
preciation of his six terms of service from School Board 
President Debra Barbiani.

FALLSBURG – Falls-
burg’s Benjamin Cosor El-
ementary School (BCES) 
Students are busy this 
summer at Fallsburg High 
School because of construc-
tion at BCES.  On Friday, 
July 20, a couple of classes 
were involved in special 
activities at the Computer 
Lab in the Library and in 
the Cafeteria.

On the computers were 
several fourth, fifth and 
sixth graders using Fast 
ForWord, a scientifically 
based language and read-
ing intervention program 
to support struggling read-
ers and English Language 
Learners. Teacher Brittany 

Davis and aide Helen Jordy 
were working with some of 
the students. Special Needs 
teacher Schuyler Rappo 
was working alongside 
aides Cynthia Swinden and 
Lionel White.

In the Cafeteria, a com-
bined second and third 
grade class taught by Di-
anne Martinez and Ashley 
Hoag-Irwin were creating 
bags of trail mix as part of 
the theme of the summer—
CAMP COSOR. In groups 
of three or four, the children 
rotated between tables that 
had 10 different ingredients 
for the trail mix, includ-
ing chocolate bits, pretzel 
sticks, and marshmallows. 

On each table was a sheet 
of paper with a different 
language arts assignment, 
such as “write a complete 
sentence with a subject and 
a predicate;” “write three 
adjectives to describe sum-
mer camp,” and “give two 
characteristics of fiction.” 
Once they completed the 
writing requested, they 
were allowed to place some 
food into their plastic trail 
mix bag.

Once the learning was 
complete, everyone went on 
a hike around the outside of 
the building. The aides sup-
porting the second and third 
grade group were Christine 
Blakesley and Tina Cosh.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Second grade teacher Dianne Martinez works with second and third grade students doing 
writing assignments prior to filling up trail mix bags with goodies on 10 different tables in 
the FHS cafeteria.

Today’s Students, 
Tomorrow’s Teachers 

Update Fallsburg BOE

SUPER STORIES RETURNS 
TO HURLEYVILLE ARTS CENTRE

FALLSBURG – At the 
final Fallsburg Central 
School District (FCSD) 
Board of Education meet-
ing for the 2017-2018 
school year, Today’s Stu-
dents, Tomorrow’s Teach-
ers (TSTT) gave a short 
presentation on their 
progress during the year. 
Regional Program Man-
ager for Sullivan County, 
Laura Burrell was very 
pleased with the large 
number of students from 
FCSD, and how active 
they were in all the work-
shops that were offered 
by the organization.

At the group’s Brunch 
of Recognition in May, 
three Fallsburg gradu-
ates of the TSTT received 
awards for coming back 
to the school as teach-
ers and aides in the high 
school.  Ms. Burrell was 
particularly proud of the 
leadership roles taken by 
the youngest members of 
TSTT in ninth grade. She 

introduced one of these 
students, Tamia Caston, 
who spoke about how 
much she learned in the 
past year.

Ms. Caston improved 
her interview skills to the 
point where she earned a 
summer job by answer-
ing some tough questions 
she had prepared for. She 
said she felt like she had 
become more mature and 
responsible during the 
several TSTT classes and 
training opportunities. 
Her poise in front of the 
Board was evident, and 
everyone applauded her 
enthusiastically.

The Fallsburg TSTT 
Program will begin its 
eleventh year in Septem-
ber. Superintendent Dr. 
Ivan Katz and Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Mat-
thew Evans have been in-
strumental in bringing the 
program to the District 
and strongly supporting 
it.

HURLEYVILLE –
The best story-telling 
you’ve ever experi-
enced is returning to 
the Hurleyville Arts 
Centre this month, as 
Super Stories, featur-
ing 20-time MOTH 
champion Adam Wade, 
NPR’s Ophira Eisen-
berg, and MOTH host 
Peter Aguero will per-
form on Saturday, Au-
gust 11 beginning at 
6:30 p.m. The show is 
expected to sell out, so 
everyone is advised to 
get their tickets early.

Adam Wade is a 20-
time Moth champion. 
He’s been featured on The 
Moth Radio Hour and 
NPR’s “All Things Con-
sidered,” has appeared on 
RISK!, Hot Tub, and Night 
Train with Wyatt Cenac, 
among many other live 
shows. His monthly solo 
show, “The Adam Wade 
From New Hampshire 
Show,” has been featured in 
Time Out New York and the 
New York Times. He gave 
a talk at TEDx PennQuarter 
on re-inventing storytell-
ing, and he most recently 

appeared in an episode of 
“Inside Amy Schumer.”

Ophira Eisenberg is a co-
median, writer, and host of 
NPR’s hit trivia comedy 
show, “Ask Me Another,” 
where she has interviewed 
and played silly games with 
the likes of John Turturro, 
Justin Long, Elizabeth Gil-
bert, Cristin Milioti, Doug 
Limon, Dr Ruth, Lewis 
Black, Hannibal Buress and 
more. She has appeared on 
The Late Late Show with 
Craig Ferguson, The Today 

Show, Comedy Central, 
and VH-1. Selected as 
one of New York Mag-
azine’s Top 10 Comics 
that Funny People Find 
Funny, and featured in 
the New York Times 
as a skilled comedian 
and storyteller with a 
“bleakly stylish” sense 
of humor, Ophira’s 
debut memoir, Screw 
Everyone: Sleeping 
My Way to Monogamy 
was recently optioned 
for a feature film with 
Zucker Productions. 

Peter Aguero is a reg-
ular host and Instructor 
for The Moth. His new-

est show, “Daddy Issues,” 
has played

across the country and 
will be a part of The 2015 
Winnipeg Fringe Festival. 
Peter is a writer for Double

Take Comics and his 
books based in the world of 
“Night of The Living Dead” 
will be published this June.

For outdated information, 
go to peteraguero.com.

Visit hurleyvilleartscen-
tre.org or call 845-707-
8047 for tickets and other 
information.

PHOTO PROVIDED
TSTT Regional Program Manager for Sullivan County, 
Laura Burrell (left) and Fallsburg High School ninth 
grader Tamia Caston, who is enrolled in TSTT.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Story teller extraordinaire Adam Wade 
headlines Super Stories at the Hur-
leyville Arts Centre on Saturday, Au-
gust 11.

Hurleyville Firefighter Is Distinguished Citizen

PHOTO PROVIDED
Gathered to honor Nelson Durland at the July Legislature meeting were, from the left, Deputy County Manager Dan De-
pew, Legislature Chairman (and Liberty firefighter) Luis Alvarez, District 3 Legislator Mark McCarthy, District 9 Legislator 
Alan Sorensen, District 7 Legislator Joe Perrello, District 8 Legislator Ira Steingart, Distinguished Citizen Awardee Nelson 
Durland, District 5 Legislator Terri Ward, District 4 Legislator Catherine Owens, District 1 Legislator Scott Samuelson and 
County Manager Josh Potosek.

I know, and he’s given 
his whole life to serving 
his hometown and home 
County,” notes District 7 
Legislator Joe Perrello, in 
whose district the Durlands 
reside. “He represents the 
kind of citizen you want as 
a neighbor, as a friend, and 
as a leader, and I am proud 
to recognize him with 
our Distinguished Citizen 
Award.”

 Mr. Durland retired in 

1995 from nearly 30 years 
with the Sullivan County 
Department of Social Ser-
vices, assisting more than 
1,000 citizens every year, 
first as a caseworker and 
ultimately as supervisor of 
Adult Protective Services.

These days, his chief love 
is getting together with his 
firefighting crew, new and 
old.

“It’s always great to go to 
the meetings and see every-

body,” he acknowledges. 
“I have a lot of respect 
for firefighters, here and 
across the state.”
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those that do. We even 
supply all of the gear and 
provide all of the training 
needed, for free.  Stop by 
any Monday night and find 
out how you can help.

At the start of the sum-
mer the fire department was 
invited to the Fourth Bat-
talion Parade and Drill in 
Rockville Center, NY.  In 
the after math of hurricane 
Sandy, the Hurleyville Fire 
Department was deployed 
to Rockville Center for a 
week to give their members 
a break from their duties. 
Ever since then a close knit 
friendship has developed 
between the two depart-
ments. Many of their mem-
bers come to the Annual Ice 
Fishing Contest each year. 
So, they extended an invi-
tation to their parade. At 
the parade the Hurleyville 
members receive a trophy 
for the company traveling 
the farthest.

With summer here, it 
has been very busy county-
wide; weekends have shown 
a huge increase in calls. 
At times good Samaritans 
have called in a number of 
incidents. Sometimes they 
didn’t know exactly where 
they were and could not 
provide the exact location 
of the incident. Sometimes 
they saw flames or smoke 
and reported it. Some of 
the problems that have been 
encountered were that they 
then left before the fire de-
partment showed up and 
the fire department had dif-
ficulty finding the problem. 
Sometimes it was a con-
trolled burn of a brush pile-- 
the Burn Ban is over-- and 
by the time the fire depart-
ment got there the flames 
and smoke had died down, 
and it was hard to find. 
Sometimes it is the angle 
at which you see the flames 
that makes it look like a 

August 12, 1938

Cloudburst Wipes Out 
Seven Bridges 

In Liberty Section

A cloudburst which last-
ed less than an hour Sat-
urday night left the area 
around Liberty with seven 
fewer bridges – six of them 
had spanned the Neversink. 
One automobile was swept 
400 feet down stream af-
ter its driver had waded to 
safety through water up to 
his chest. Guardposts saved 
another car which its oc-
cupants had abandoned in 
the flood. A seventh bridge 
was reported out at Ulster 
Heights.

The motorists escaped 
the peril of the swollen east 
branch of the Mongaup at 
the first Route Seventeen 
bridge south of Liberty.

A 1937 sedan, owned by 
Abraham Steckler, of the 
Bronx, and operated by his 
son, David, twenty-eight, 
was swept away as a sec-
tion of the approach was 
washed out and was carried 
about 400 feet downstream. 
Sunday morning it was 
found bottom-side up in a 
depression about fifty feet 
from the normal riverbed.

Steckler had left his par-
ents at the Hotel Grossing-
er at about nine o’clock. It 
had rained heavily between 
Ferndale and Parksville for 
about forty-five minutes, 
ending at eight o’clock. 
The rain had come too late, 
however, to prevent Sul-
livan hotels from having 
the best week end busi-
ness thus far this season, 
and the younger Steckler, 
when he found accom-
modations lacking at the 
Grossinger, started toward 
Liberty. He drove the car 
through the rising water on 
the bridge but when the tor-
rent reached the battery the 
motor stalled.

We can’t believe half 
of the summer is gone al-
ready. As we enter August, 
things are still ‘rocking’ 
here at the library for Sum-
mer Reading. Our Sum-
mer Reading Program runs 
through August 16, with 
raffle drawings being done 
the evening of Wednes-
day August 15. Remember, 
the more you read, the more 
tickets you earn to ‘buy’ 
prizes and/or enter a raffle 
to win one of our awesome 
prizes, including a signed 
Odell Beckham Jr. (NY Gi-
ants) poster, a signed Leon-
ard Williams (NY Jets) 
poster, a pair of tickets to 
a Red Bulls soccer game, 
and a pair of Sunday passes 
to New York Comic Con 
2018. It’s not too late sign 
up. Don’t miss out on all the 

fun and prizes we have this 
year, and be sure to check 
out these great programs 
coming up to wrap up Sum-
mer Reading: 

On Wednesday Au-
gust 8 at 6 p.m., teens 
and preteens ages 11+ 
are welcome to come to 
the Library for a “Throw-
able Paintball” fight! We’ll 
be using “Goblies”, paint-
balls that don’t require 
a gun. Come get color-
ful! (And remember to wear 
older clothes as you WILL 
get colorful!) 

Teens and adults can join 
us Thursday, August 9 at 
5 p.m. as we’ll be learn-
ing about reducing food 
waste with representatives 
from Sullivan County Pub-
lic Health. On Wednes-
day, August 15 at 6 p.m. we 
have “Mineral Mania” 
presented by Mad Sci-
ence, where kids ages 6+ 
can explore the process of 
rock formation and break 
open geodes to find and 
keep amazing crystals. Reg-
istration is required for this 
program, so please call or 
stop in.  

To close out our Sum-
mer Reading Program, John 
Conway will be presenting 

“Woodstock Stories: The 
Summer of 1969 in Sul-
livan County” on Thurs-
day, August 16 at 7 p.m., 
just in time to celebrate the 
49th anniversary of the fes-
tival.  

Our Children’s Craft 
Night will continue on 
Monday evenings at 
6 p.m. through August 
13, and our Preschool & 
Toddler Story Time will 
continue on Tuesday morn-
ings through August 14. 
Don’t forget our Drop-In 
Craft Night on Tuesdays 
from 4 - 6 p.m. through Au-
gust 14, and be sure to stop 
by our table at National 
Night Out in Brian Ing-
ber Park on August 7.   

Be sure to check back 
next month for our special 
promotion for Library Card 
Sign Up month. It really is 
the most valuable card in 
your wallet! 

As you can see, we have 
many great things com-
ing up at the Fallsburg Li-
brary. Some programs have 
limited spots, so please call, 
email, or stop in to sign 
up. Here’s a reminder of our 
contact information, call: 
845-436-6067, email: fbr@
rcls.org, stop in: 12 Rail-

road Plaza, South Falls-
burg, or follow us on social 
media!

PHOTO PROVIDED
Woodbourne’s new American LaFrance fire truck with Fire Chief William Walter at the wheel.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Hurleyville’s new Rescue Truck #1161.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

When he realized his po-
sition was unsafe, he got 
out of the car and waded, 
chest-high, to safety. The 
water soon afterward came 
within a foot of the top of 
the car and carried it off 
downstream over loosened 
highway posts. Four oc-
cupants of another car also 
abandoned theirs for safety 
and saw it about to be swept 
after the other auto until it 
caught on the dangling high-
way post. It was saved by a 
tow-truck when the water 
receded a few hours after-
wards. Sergeant Thomas J 
Mangan and Trooper Wil-
liam Elliott of Harris sub-
station patrolled highway 
traffic at this point until the 
State Highway Department 
crew had made the bridge 
passable early Sunday. The 
bridge itself was slightly 
damaged. Neversink roads 
were closed by highway 
workers for emergency re-
pairs. Disrupted telephone 
service, caused by falling 
poles, was restored in some 
measure by noon on Sun-
day.

The Town of Neversink 
several days ago advertised 
a vote on a $14,000 bond 
issue to repair damage of 
two weeks ago, but what 
the new loss will be has not 
been calculated yet.

Extensive damage to its 
roadbed was suffered by the 
O & W road along a two-

mile reach between Young’s 
Gap and Parksville, as a 
result of the cloudburst. 
Both main line tracks were 
washed out in several plac-
es. A northbound passenger 
train was halted near the 
Gap at midnight, Saturday, 
and a dozen passengers 
transferred to automobiles 
for continuation of their 
trips to vacation centers.

Railroad repair crews at-
tacked the damage prompt-
ly, however, and early 
Sunday morning one track 
was restored through the 
flood belt. Until late in the 
afternoon all passenger 
trains used the single track 
and maintained schedules 
satisfactorily. Both tracks 
were restored during the 
afternoon. The damage was 
caused by surface water.

The train stopped Satur-
day night was northbound 
Number Five which pro-
ceeded slowly from Liberty 
after having been warned of 
insecure trackage. A short 
distance north of Liberty 
the train was stopped by 
trackmen. Passengers con-
tinued by autos.

On Cold Spring Road, 
southeast of Liberty, 800 
chickens belonging to Hen-
ry Horstman, employed by 
the State Highway Depart-
ment, were drowned when 
a nearby brook rose. High 
waters were also reported 
in Ferndale, where part of 

an old mill was washed 
away. Although Monticello 
experienced some heavy 
rain earlier in the afternoon, 
there was no damage.

August 19, 1938

New Fire Truck Deliv-
ered to the Woodbourne 
Fire District

The huge new American 
LaFrance fire truck was de-
livered on Tuesday to the 
Woodbourne Fire District 
which had voted approval 
of the purchase at a special 
meeting last month. The 
truck, which is the largest 
and most modern of any 
fire company in Sullivan 
County, is fully equipped 
and delivers at a cost of 
about $7,500. It has an eight 
cylinder, one hundred and 
forty horsepower motor. 
The truck will pump five 
hundred gallons per minute 
at one hundred and twenty 
pound pressure; has twelve 
hundred feet of hose and 
carries two hundred gallon 
booster tanks.

Commissioners of the 
Woodbourne Fire District 
are Alfred Prince, Charles 
Jones, Charles Stangel, 
Floyd Hill and John Ham-
ilton; Fire Chief – William 
Walter;  Secretary and Trea-
surer – John Eidel and Chief 
Engineer – Basil Evans.

huge structure fire when in 
fact it is a small campfire. 
Please stick around until 
the fire department arrives 
and point out the location 
to them. This is important 

especially when the 911 
Center only gets one call on 
the incident. When reporting 
an accident on State Route 
17 see if you can get a mile 
marker from the side of the 
road. They are small green 
rectangular signs on a post 
alongside the highway.

Speaking of incidents, 
since May coming from 
Loch Sheldrake to Hur-
leyville many times I 
have NOT made the light at 
Morningside Four Corners. 
During that timeframe, Hur-
leyville has had only one call 
at the intersection. Not too 
bad.  Be on the alert at that 
light and all traffic lights.

The Hurleyville Fire Dis-
trict just took delivery of a 
2000 American LaFrance 
rescue truck. This is to re-
place the 1985 rescue. The 
newly acquired rescue is 
in great shape and at about 
$100,000 is a lot cheaper 
than a new one that would 
cost in the neighborhood of 
$450,000. The new-to-us 
rescue (11-61) has plenty of 
compartment space, a light 
tower, cascade system (to fill 

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

by Kelly Wells & Amanda Letohic

PHOTO PROVIDED
Hurleyville firefighters join Nelson Durland following his being honored by the Sullivan 
County Legislature.

air tanks), a hydraulic pump 
with the jaws attached, and 
a spacious passenger com-
partment.

Let’s not forget the Hur-
leyville Fire Department 
will host the 8th Annual Bill 
Carlson Golf Classic. This 
event was weathered out in 
May and will be held on the 
Tarry Brae golf course in the 
Town of Fallsburg on Sat-
urday, August 18 with a 1 
p.m. shotgun start. There is 
still time for your business 
to help by becoming a Tee 
Box Sponsor or make a do-
nation that can be used for 
the raffle. It can be prizes, 
gift cards, cash or checks. 
For more information, con-
tact John Jaycox at (845) 
866-6421.

One of our own was hon-
ored by Sullivan County 
with the “Distinguished Cit-
izen Award.” Nelson Dur-
land a 60-plus year member 
of the Hurleyville Fire De-
partment was honored by 
the Sullivan County Legis-
latures on Thursday, July 19 
at the full board meeting in 
front of many friends, fel-
low firefighters and family. 
The award highlighted Nel-
son’s firematic accomplish-
ments and those as neighbor 
and distinguished citizen. 
Well done, Nelson. (Also 
see separate story elsewhere 
in this edition.)
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“THE ABC’S OF CHF”

LIKE A LION PART VI
Constable Bronco Kelly 

has gone undercover in an 
attempt to find “the Claw 
Man,” suspected of kill-
ing three men along the 
O&W tracks. Now, aboard 
a freight car on a train 
rumbling northward along 
the O&W tracks just above 
Wurtsboro, he finds himself 
face to face with the man. 
Here is Part VI of our sto-
ry…

I was standing unsteadily 
in a moving freight car, fac-
ing a hobo named Ralphie, 
who was backed up by his 
less than enthusiastic side-
kick, Bookie. Ralphie had 
just reached over his shoul-
der and drawn out from be-
hind him something that 
looked like a short handled 
corn broom, about three feet 
long, with a handle about as 
big around as the handle of 
a baseball bat. Affixed to the 
end, where a broom’s sweep-
ing end would normally be, 
was a set of claws that looked 
just like they had been re-
moved from a mountain lion.

I suddenly realized I was 
now standing face to face 
with the Claw Man.

“Whoa, now,” I said cau-
tiously, holding out my 
hands, palms outward. “I’m 
not looking for any trouble. 
I didn’t know anyone was in 

this car.”
“Too late for that,” Ralphie 

said through clenched teeth. 
Bookie looked like he was 

ready to head for the door 
and jump from the moving 
train. He clearly wanted no 
part of Ralphie’s plan, what-
ever that was.

“Let’s just go, Ralphie,” he 
said timidly. “C’mon. Let’s 
just go.”

“That’s not happening, 
Bookie boy,” Ralphie re-
sponded without taking his 
eyes off me. 

“You should be happy, 
Bookie,” I said, acting on a 
sudden impulse. “I just saved 
your life.”

“Saved my life? What you 
talking about? What’s he 
talking about, Ralphie?”

I didn’t give Ralphie a 
chance to answer, my mind 
racing now, and my mouth 
struggling to keep up.

“Ralphie here had plans for 
you, Bookie. And now here 
I am interfering with those 
plans. You were going to be 
the latest of his companions 
to be sliced up and left along 
the tracks. Isn’t that right, 
Ralphie?

“Ralphie? What’s he talk-
ing about, Ralphie?”

“Shut up, Bookie.”
“What’s he talking about, 

Ralphie?”

Bronco stood face to face with the Claw Man and his lethal weapon.

An Original Short Story by Jack Robbin 
Illustration by Carol Smith

from behind us and grabbed 
the weapon, jerking it free, 
and enabling me to turn Ral-
phie around, with his right 
arm in a hammer lock behind 
his back. I pulled a length of 
twine from my shirt pocket 
and quickly tied his wrists 
together. 

I stood up, and dragged 
him to his feet.

“Thanks, Bookie.” I said, 
turning toward the other man.

I was caught totally by sur-
prise when the handle of the 
broomstick struck me across 
the face, sending me reeling 
backward. The blow was just 
enough to cause me to lose 
my balance on the swaying 
car, and I fell on my back-
side.

“You are not quite as clever 
as you think, mister.” Bookie 
said, his voice now taking 
on a completely different 
tone. “You think Ralphie was 
smart enough to kill those 
other men? Not even close.”

“You?”
Bookie turned toward Ral-

phie and wielding the weap-
on like a golf club, swiped 
upward along the front of his 
body. Ralphie, his hands tied 
behind his back, had no way 
of defending himself. He 
stood there, stunned, watch-
ing as blood began to drench 
his tattered shirt. Bookie fol-
lowed the initial blow with 
another, downward swipe, 
which brought even more 
blood.

It took me a second to real-
ize what was happening, but 
once I did, I sprang into ac-
tion, tackling Bookie in much 

the same manner as I had 
Ralphie just a few minutes 
before. We crashed together 
to the ground, just a few feet 
away from Ralphie, who was 
now screaming as the bleed-
ing continued. I grabbed the 
weapon from Bookie, and 
when he grabbed hold of it 
in an attempt to wrest it from 
me, I spun around violently, 
throwing him against the wall 
of the freight car. He sprang 
to his feet almost immediate-
ly, but was unsteady. I tossed 
the clawed weapon into a far 
corner of the car and squared 
off against him. He swung 
wildly a couple of times and 
I planted a straight right hand 
on his cheek, knowing from 
the sound that it had connect-
ed squarely. Bookie slumped 
to the floor.

I rushed over to Ralphie, 
whose screams were now 
reduced to sporadic moans, 
and I used my shirt to try to 
stop the bleeding. It was no 
use. I untied the rope from 
his wrists and tied Bookie’s 
hands behind his back. A mo-
ment later, the train lurched 
to a stop and I knew we had 
arrived in Summitville.

I threw open the door of 

the freight car, tossed Bookie 
roughly to the ground, and 
jumped off behind him. I lit-
erally dragged him to the sta-
tion, and once inside threw 
him to the floor again. I asked 
the station agent to phone the 
Sheriff’s office for me, and 
when Jay Lass got on the 
line I told him what had hap-
pened. He said he would send 
an ambulance for Ralphie 
and he and Flynn would be 
there shortly to escort Bookie 
to the Sullivan County Jail. 

Jay also assured me that 
the Sheriff would contact 
the railroad to make sure the 
train stayed put until any be-
longings Bookie and Ralphie 
might have had in the railcar 
could be examined and cata-
loged.

Only after hanging up the 
phone did I allow myself a 
sigh of relief. I next asked 
the station master to place 
a call to my home, and I let 
Irene know I was all right. As 
always, her soothing voice 
made me feel instantly better. 
And she uttered a fitting con-
clusion to the entire episode.

“The Claw Man has been 
declawed.”

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Milk Train Trail starting from 
Hurleyville in both directions 
has become a very popular 
hiking and biking destination 
over the past two years, and 
the visitor experience will 
soon be greatly enhanced.

According to plans, those 
using the trail will shortly be 
able to read about the natural 
environment as well as some 
of the history of the former 
railroad right-of-way and the 
area around it, as design work 
is nearly complete on about a 
dozen interpretive signs that 
will be permanently installed 
along the route.

The all-weather signs 

are 36” x 24” and are be-
ing designed, purchased and 
installed by The Center for 
Discovery. There are simi-
lar sings already in place on 
some sections of rail trail 
in other parts of the county, 
such as Parksville.

Historical topics covered 
by the new signs will in-
clude the Lenape, the Native 
American tribe believed to be 
the first settlers of the region, 
the railroad and its impact on 
area farms and resorts, and 
the 1907 train wreck just out-
side the Smith Hill Cut that 
claimed three lives.

There are also two signs 
dealing with legends and 
folklore, including one that 
explains the recent discovery 

of the Alvin Stone nearby, 
which is believed to be a Le-
nape totem to the manetu, 
Mesignw, or the protector of 
the game. The stone is still 
being authenticated.

Among the subjects cov-
ered by the signs explaining 
the natural environment are 
the forests, the streams and 
the wetlands one will en-
counter along the route, and 
the natural vegetation that 
borders the trail.

The signs are expected 
to be in place by the end of 
September.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Colorful interpretive signs such as this will soon be erected at a number of locations along 
both directions of the Milk Train Trail. The signs provide information about history, folklore 
and the environment.

RAIL TRAIL TO GET 
INTERPRETIVE SIGNS

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

Perhaps one of the most 
common - - but misunder-
stood - - conditions we face 
is

Congestive Heart Failure, 
commonly known as “CHF”. 
This condition is not a heart 
attack; but it carries a host of 
symptoms that must be ad-
dressed.

Congestive Heart Failure 
is a condition in which the 
heart’s function as a pump is 
inadequate to meet the needs 
of organs and tissues for 
oxygen and nutrients. This 
decrease in cardiac output, 
the amount of blood that the 
heart pumps, is not adequate 
to circulate the blood return-
ing to the heart from the body 
and lungs. 

This causes fluid - - mainly 
water - - to leak from the cap-
illary blood vessels. When 
this happens, symptoms such 
as shortness of breath, weak-
ness, and swelling occur.

When you go to the doc-
tor for your regular bi-yearly 
visit (you do go for regu-
lar check-ups, don’t you?), 
have you ever noticed that 
the doctor checks your an-
kles? One of the signs we, 
as Professional Health Care 
providers, look for is fluid 
retention. This occurs most 
prominently in your ankles. 
As we progress in our years, 
it is not unusual for our heart 
to weaken and work harder 
to maintain homeostasis. 
Coronary artery disease, 
high blood pressure, alcohol 
abuse, and thyroid disorders 

are some of the precursors to 
CHF. Also, certain medica-
tions can lead to the develop-
ment or worsening of CHF 
such as Ibuprofen, Motrin, 
and Aleve. Always share 
with your physician over-
the-counter medications you 
may be taking along with 
your prescribed meds.

Three very important and 
noticeable symptoms of Con-
gestive Heart Failure are hy-
pertension (high blood pres-
sure), shortness of breath, 
and wheezing” when you 
breath. This wheezing can be 
so severe that they develop 
into “rales” - - a crackling 
sound easily heard by the na-
ked ear. I can’t stress enough 
the seriousness of this condi-
tion. Within minutes of this 
onset, one can experience 
severe respiratory distress, 
possibly leading to respira-
tory ARREST. This is a true 
emergency! Do not wait and 
think this condition will im-
prove in time or by going to 
an air-conditioned room. Dial 
911 and request Paramedics 
immediately! Again, I can’t 
stress enough the urgency for 
Paramedic intervention.

Regular visits to your doc-
tor for blood tests, chest x-
rays, electrocardiograms, 
and ultrasound is your best 
bet in keeping tabs on this 
condition. Let’s not forget 
our parent’s wisdom that an 
ounce of prevention is worth 
a pound of cure.

Stay safe and stay well, 
Hurleyville!

“I have no idea. And I said 
shut up.”

“I’m talking about the fact 
that Ralphie here has been 
using that contraption in his 
hands to cut people up and 
leave their bodies lying along 
the tracks. At least three of 
them so far, and unless I miss 
my guess, you were going to 
be next.”

“Ralphie?” Bookie seemed 
agitated, which is exactly 
what I was hoping for.

“I told you to shut up, 
Bookie. Let me handle this 

guy and then we’ll talk.”
Bookie was not appeased.
“Handle him? Ralphie, I 

want to know what he’s talk-
ing about.”

With that, Bookie reached 
out and placed his hand on 
Ralphie’s shoulder, pull-
ing the other man toward 
him, and upsetting his bal-
ance just enough to distract 
him. That was all I needed. 
As Ralphie’s body swiveled 
slightly to his left in response 
to Bookie’s tug, I sprung 
forward, hitting him with all 

my weight, tackling him to 
the ground. I knew that once 
I got closer than an arm’s 
length to him he would have 
no room to swing the weapon 
and it would be mostly neu-
tralized. 

Sure enough, he went 
down under the force of the 
collision, and the clawed 
weapon was sandwiched 
between us. Being careful 
to avoid the claws, I pinned 
his arms close to his body 
and tried to kick the weapon 
loose. Bookie came around 
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MID-WEEK HORSE SHOWS ADD TO SUMMER FUN

HURLEYVILLE MAN COMPLETES 
FIRST 10K RUN

SUNY Sullivan Adds Grapplers

HURLEYVILLE – Hur-
leyville resident Brian Dennis, 
who is fairly new to the realm 
of road racing, has added a 
new accomplishment to his 
ever growing list. Mr. Dennis 
completed eight 5K runs in 
2017 and four so far in 2018, 
but he had never competed in 
a 10K race before last month 
when he finished the 20th An-
nual River Run in Callicoon. 
Mr. Dennis says he prefers 
the 5K format, but expects 
to compete in additional 10K 
races from time to time in the 
future while concentrating on 
the shorter distance.

by Adele Berger

JEFFERSONVILLE – Sum-
mertime in the Catskills tra-
ditionally offers a variety of 
experiences for locals and sea-
sonal residents.

In the last couple of years, 
local equestrians Barbara 
Moran and Katie Rubin have 
been working hard to add one 
more activity to that list with 
their Summer Fun Show Se-
ries. With this mid-week horse 
show, Barb and Katie have 
come up with an idea for a way 
to make what could otherwise 
seem like an elitist sport ac-
cessible to busy families and 
people on the go without all 
the expense of a full weekend 
horse show.

The Summer Fun Series 
is run on Wednesday after-
noon starting at 3 p.m. Unlike 
most equestrian endeavors, it 
does not require special show 
clothes, and charges a nominal 
fee for classes. The show sets 
out to make this a place for 

people to grow, learn and have 
fun on these warm summer 
evenings.

Local horse devotee Lori 
Misner claims she had been 
bothering Barbara with the 
idea for a couple years.

“I told her that people would 
be interested in having a place 
to either get started or just have 
fun without having to worry 
about all the money they would 
spend on a weekend showing 
somewhere else. Something 
that was laid back and casual,” 
Ms. Misner says.

The show I attended was 
at The Moran family-owned 
Stone Wall Farms just outside 
Jeffersonville and the other 
shows are held at Rubin Live-
stock Services near Monti-
cello. It doesn’t get more local 
than that.

Katie Rubin is a Monticello 
high school graduate and was 
also in Ms. Moran’s 4-H group 
when she was a kid. The park-
ing lot is filled with familiar 
faces from around the area as 

grandparents and family mem-
bers set up lawn chairs to sup-
port competitors. In a tight knit 
community this sort of gather-
ing seems even more important 
now as Sullivan County farms 
have taken some heavy blows 
lately.

Ms. Moran has worked hard 
to stay in the forefront of ag-
ricultural education by work-
ing with youth in the Animal 
Science Program, volunteer-
ing with Cornell Cooperative 
Extension and offering equine 
therapy sessions at her facil-
ity. Stone Wall Farms strives to 
stay community based.

“We want to offer people 
a place to get started, so the 
green rider can get more expe-
rience and confidence and not 
only that, but a place where 
the weekend warrior rider can 
come and ride to have fun.” 
Ms. Moran said.

“It’s a great way for me to 
check my progress during the 
show season, “explains Mag-
gie Herbert.

Ms. Herbert has been rid-
ing at Stone Wall Farms for 
almost 11 years, and has been 
showing in this circuit for all 
three years of its existence. 
Before her classes she helps 
some of the younger competi-
tors get ready in the shedrow 
before she heads out to work 
on her showmanship pattern. 
Throughout the barn there is a 
sense of camaraderie. Almost 
all the competitors know each 
other, so they cheer each other 
on or help one another if the 
need arises, no matter their 
home base.

 The prize list varies for Eng-
lish and Western classes and 
there are classes for therapeu-
tic riders from developmental 
centers in the area, as well. It’s 
a chance for the therapy rid-
ers to practice their skills in a 
public setting and get more ex-
perience in the community. At 
this particular show, there were 
riders from The Center for Dis-
covery participating. Classes 
are available for less experi-

enced or “green” horses and 
riders but there are also classes 
for a little more advanced rid-
ers looking to test the waters at 
the next level.

Each of the shows also offers 
a “Show for a Cause” class. 
These classes donate the entry 
fees to a charitable organiza-
tion in the area. Some of the 
charities that have been helped 
are Equine Rescue Resource, 
Ride to Survive, and Burley 
Strong.

“With ‘Show for a Cause,’ 
we want people to learn about 
giving. Each show has a differ-
ent charity we donate money 
to, either through entry fees or 
donations,” Ms. Moran said.

The shows alternate between 
Stone Wall and Rubin’s Farm, 
and run through early August. 
Prize lists are available from 
Barb Moran at (845) 701-2418 
or Stonewallfarms93@earth-
link.net, or  Katie Rubin, Ru-
bin Livestock Services-Horse 
Division at (845)-798-2509.

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– When Anthony Ng took 
over the SUNY Sullivan 
wrestling program three 
seasons ago, his stated 
goal was to turn the Gen-
erals into a mat power. 
Inspired by his knowl-
edge of wrestling history 
and especially by the fact 
that neighboring Orange 
County Community Col-
lege had become a na-
tional powerhouse in the 
1960s and ‘70s, Mr. Ng 
set about constructing a 
program that could com-
pete with anyone.

“It will take time, but I 
know it can be done,” he 
said at the time.

It has been a slow build 
for the Generals so far, 
but last season Mr. Ng 
had three of his wrestlers 
qualify for the national 
championships. Each of 
the three returns this sea-
son with an additional 
year of experience, and 
Mr. Ng has bolstered his 
roster with the signing of 
17 new recruits from three 
states, including seven all-
section wrestlers and two 
all-state wrestlers from 

New York.
The three returnees are 

former Valley Central 
standout Rob Satriano, 
who competed as a 133 
pounder last year and 
qualified for the national 
tourney, Jhavon Innocent, 
formerly of East Ramapo 
High School, who quali-
fied for nationals as a 184 
pounder last year, and 

Josh Jean-Baptiste, also 
formerly from East Ra-
mapo, a national qualifier 
at 285 in 2018.

Mr. Ng is particularly 
excited about the signing 
of two-time NYS place 
winner Ryan Ellefsen of 
Goshen High School. Mr. 
Ellefsen finished second in 
the State at 220 pounds as 
a junior in 2016 and third 
as a senior in 2017. He 
finished his high school 
career with 131 wins, 96 
of them by pin. He is ex-
pected to wrestle at 285 
pounds for the Generals.

Another former high 
school standout expected 
to suit up for Sullivan 
this year is Trey Ward-
law, an all-state wrestler 
from East Ramapo High 
School. Mr. Wardlaw was 
a NYS Division One final-
ist in 2016, and was cho-
sen the Rockland County 
Wrestler of the Year as a 
result. He will likely com-
pete at 125 for the Gener-
als.

It’s a long season, but 
Mr. Ng is optimistic.

“When you sign two 
state finalists in one week, 
you have to believe things 
are looking up,” he says.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Brian Dennis of Hurleyville competed his first-ever 10K race at the 
River Run in Callicoon in July.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Former Goshen High School 
standout Ryan Ellefsen is one 
of a number of top recruits at 
SUNY Sullivan this year.

PHOTO BY ADELE BERGER 
Grace Flynn prepares for her first riding class.

PHOTOS BY RICHARD HUMLEKER 
For the second time in three years, NBA Cares con-
ducted a FIT Clinic to a full house at the Hurleyville 
basketball courts. Former Seton Hall University 
standout Anthony Avent, who played for the Mil-
waukee Bucks, Orlando Magic, Vancouver Grizzlies, 
Utah Jazz and Los Angeles Clippers in six NBA sea-
sons, conducted the clinic.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor
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