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BASKETBALLPASSION THE GALE

by John Conway

MONTICELLO – The 
YO 1 Wellness Center, or 
Luxury Nature Cure, opened 
its doors to the public for the 
first time on Thursday, June 
21, and drew a huge crowd. 
The grand opening of Sul-
livan County’s latest hospi-
tality venue was scheduled 
to coincide with both the 
Summer Solstice and the 
International Day of Yoga, 
as proclaimed by the United 
Nations.

Among the many dig-
nitaries speaking at the 
mid-morning event was 
Narendra Modi, the Prime 
Minister of India, who spoke  
via live video connection 
to the audience gathered in 
the wellness center’s the-
atre. Mr. Modi was intro-

duced by Subhash Chandra, 
the Chairman of the Essel 
Group, which owns YO 1, 
and who is currently a mem-
ber of the Indian Parliament. 

Other speakers included 
New York State Comptroller 
James DiNapoli, NYS Sena-
tor John Bonacic, Assem-
blywoman Aileen Gunther, 
Sullivan County Legislature 
Chairman Luis Alvarez, and 
District 8 County Legislator 
Ira Steingart, in whose dis-
trict the Center is located. 
Mr. Steingart is also the 
chairman of the county’s 
Industrial Development 
Agency, which provides in-
centives to the new facility.

Of all the speakers, it was 
Mr. Alvarez who linked 
the opening of YO 1 to the 
county’s history as a heal-
ing environment dating 

back to the days of the Na-
tive Americans. Mr. Alvarez 
noted that for decades the 
O&W Railway promoted 
the region’s pure air, pure 
water, and pure milk in an 
advertising campaign that 
boasted, “Doctor’s Say, 
‘Go to the Mountains!’” He 
also noted that in the 1920s, 
world renowned strongman 
and physical fitness advo-
cate Charles Atlas chose 
to locate his Physical Cul-
ture Camp here in Sullivan 
County, saying at the time 
that he found “no finer place 
in all of America.”

Mr. Alvarez said that the 
opening of YO 1 brings the 
county full cycle and pro-
vides a link between the 
healthcare and hospital-
ity industries that can only 
boost the economy while 
also helping to improve the 
county’s dismal health rank-
ing, which was one of the 
priorities he spoke about in 
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HURLEYVILLE – Local 
reviewers are lauding “Every 
Brilliant Thing,” the critically 
acclaimed play that’s been 
presented all around the world 
and performed locally in April 
and May at SUNY Sullivan, 
Bethel Woods and the Thrall 
Library.

 An encore performance is 
coming to the Sullivan Coun-
ty Museum in Hurleyville on 
Sunday, July 29. Carol Mon-
tana of the Times Herald Re-
cord says, “Everything about 
this production…is indeed 
brilliant…funny and poignant, 
heartbreaking, joy-filled and 
genuinely wonderful.” Jona-
than Fox of the River Reporter 
calls it “a tour-de-force perfor-
mance…thought provoking 
and powerful” and Bill Mo-
loney of the Sullivan County 
Democrat says “Schneider’s 
portrayal explodes from the 
heart.” Robert Score of Meet 
Me in the Green Room says 
“[Schneider’s] humility and 
compassion for the subject ef-
fectively invite everyone to 
be drawn enthusiastically 
into her story.” 

“Every Brilliant Thing” 
by Duncan MacMillan with 
Jonny Donahoe is a powerful 
piece of theatre about Depres-
sion and the lengths we will 

go to for those we love. After 
being told that her Mum can’t 
think of anything worth living 
for, a little girl begins a list of 
everything brilliant about the 
world; everything worth liv-
ing for. At seven years old, 
her list includes ice cream, 
being allowed to stay up past 
your bed time and things with 
stripes. As the little girl grows 
up, the entries mature along 

with her and as the list grows, 
she learns the deep signifi-
cance it has on her own life. 
The show is being staged as a 
fundraiser and awareness rais-
er for NAMI Sullivan County, 
NY - the local affiliate of the 
National Alliance on Mental 
Illness. 

Hilarious and compassion-
ate light is shone in some of 
the darker corners of the hu-

man condition. It’s a reminder 
that hope is never truly lost 
and a testament to the healing 
power of storytelling. While it 
is a one character show, audi-
ence members are given snip-
pets of the list to help tell the 
story. The show is directed 
and performed by Lori Sch-
neider, Executive Director of 
NAMI Sullivan and an award-
winning local director and ac-
tress. 

The Sullivan County Mu-
seum performance is Sunday, 
July 29, at 2 p.m. (plan on 
arriving no later than 1:30) 
at 265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville. Played in an intimate 
setting, seating for the show is 
limited and general admission 
is $20, which will include light 
refreshments. Tickets will be 
available at the door, but res-
ervations are suggested. The 
production is not recommend-
ed for children under the age 
of 16. All proceeds stay local 
and go to benefit NAMI Sul-
livan County, NY. 

Come out for an afternoon 
of theatre you won’t soon 
forget. For information and/
or reservations, phone (845) 
794-1029. “Every Brilliant 
Thing” is presented by special 
arrangement with Dramatists 
Play Service, Inc.

by Luis Alvarez, Chairman 
Sullivan County Legislature

THE NEED TO SERVE

There are nine of us on the 
Sullivan County Legislature, 
each very different from one 
another, certainly not always 
sharing views and ideas. In-
deed, we have strong per-
sonalities, varying religious 
beliefs, myriad ethnic and 
socioeconomic backgrounds, 
and an almost even split of 
Republicans vs. Democrats.

What could possibly unite 
such unique individuals? In 
two words: Sullivan County. 
We are one body in charge of 
County government, and we 
all share a passion to do what 
is right for the place we call 
home. That’s why we serve, 
and it is where our compas-
sion, consideration and ambi-
tion emanate from. We seek 
to understand the needs of our 
towns and villages, through 
those municipalities’ leaders, 
our friends and families, and 
our constituents, the people 
who voted us into office.

This is who the nine of us 
have always been: communi-

ty-minded, people-focused, 
and committed to bettering 
the lives of those around us. 
We don’t always succeed in 
that effort, and at times oth-
ers strenuously disagree with 
what we’re trying to accom-
plish – that comes with the 
territory. But I can honestly 
assure you that we’re always 
trying to envision the future 
of Sullivan County, to meet 
challenges head-on, to real-
ize long-term goals as much 
as short-term ones, and to 
remain focused on service to 
the public.

The structure of County 

government, as expressed 
in the Charter, requires all 
of us to work together, even 
though we may have differ-
ent views. When we remem-
ber that, disagreement leads 
to discourse, and discourse 
leads to consensus.

Not to put it too simply, but 
truly, the answer to most any 
question before us lies in the 
people we serve. The day we 
forget that is the day we do no 
good.

 The founders of this coun-
try arrived here without much 
more than hope. They found a 
land blessed with abundance. 
But not all share in that abun-
dance, and so it remains up to 
us, your Legislature, to give 
that hope for a better future to 
others. By doing so – through 
discussion, determination 
and cooperation – we honor 
those who came before and 
provide for those who will 
come after.

Legislature Chairman Luis 
Alvarez keeps readers up to 
date on what is happening in 
county government with his 
regular column in the Hur-
leyville Sentinel.

POWERFUL THEATRE RAISES 
MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS

LET’S TALK SULLIVAN COUNTY

PHOTO PROVIDED
Lori Schneider’s performance in “Every Brilliant Thing” has 
been lauded by audiences and critics alike.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Luis Alvarez is the Chair-
man of the Sullivan County 
Legislature. He represents 
District 6, which includes 
Hurleyville.

by Adele Berger

CALLICOON – It has not 
been a good year for dairy farm-
ers. Perpetually plagued by low 
prices for their products, farm-
ers saw milk prices drop to a ten 
year low this spring. By some 
estimates, New York dairy farm-
ers are making about one-third 
of what they did in 2013, and 
this downward spiral in prices 
has forced many farmers to auc-
tion off their cows just to stay 
afloat. Many have had to sell 
their entire farms. 

Locally, dairy farmers such as 
the Kay family have been able 
to weather the economic storms 
that have led others to falter, but 
it seems as if time is running out 

for these bastions of rural life. 
As I take the left turn on to Long 
Road in Callicoon, I can see the 
classic white farm house to my 
right and the milking barn across 
the road. It may appear to be just 
like any other farm you would 
see as you drive through rural 
New York but after having spo-
ken to Linda Kay on the phone 
earlier in the week, I know that 
to her, this is more than just 
some little farm in the Catskills, 
this is her life. 

To understand the plight of 
the American dairy farmer, you 
would have to know what it’s 
like to live something so com-
pletely that it is all encompass-
ing.

The house is neat and tidy, 

with figurines of cows and fam-
ily mementos arranged through-
out. There are awards posted on 
a wall lauding the commitment 
of Linda and her husband, Bob, 
for work in the Cooperative Ex-
tension.

 As we sit at the table a cat 
rubs against my leg and then 
hops on the counter looking for 
a treat as a beagle begs to be let 
outside for a run. From the win-
dow above the sink you can see 
directly out to the barn area and 
you can hear a cow mooing as 
you sit at the kitchen table. And 
while some may complain about 
the smell of a dairy farm, to me 
it is redolent of the symbiotic re-
lationship between a farmer and 
his animals. The pungent earthi-
ness of a dairy farm is an odor 
a farmer will wear with pride 
knowing he earned it during a 
hard day’s work.

While we discuss the eco-
nomics and political aspects of 
their current situation, Linda 
confides in me that she is out of 
her comfort zone.

“I never had to handle this 
end of the business,” Mrs. Kay 
said. “Marketing the milk is not 
something I’ve ever done. We 
need help and I’m not even sure 
how to ask for it.”

Then she looks across the ta-
ble with reaching eyes and adds, 
“I never wanted to be rich, I just 
wanted to have enough to go out 
to dinner once a week. If I had a 
lot of money I don’t know what 

I would do with all of it.” 
To my right, Bob Kay nods in 

quiet affirmation.  A man of few 
words, he looks to his wife as he 
says, “We want the market back 
so we can get our milk check.” 

As American farm as ide-
alized by Norman Rockwell 
starts to fade, it has become 
increasingly apparent that the 
once thriving dairy industry of 
New York State may have be-
gun to take its last, short, shal-
low breaths. According to the 
State Comptroller’s office, the 
state has seen the loss of almost 
half its dairy farmers in the last 
20 years, and six local farms in 
Sullivan County are facing un-
certain futures as the buyer for 
their milk supply has cancelled 
their contracts. While the impact 
of these losses is significant to 
the rural counties upstate, where 
some of the larger farms are, 
the impact felt here in Sullivan 
County is reverberating through 
a bucolic community that has 
historically struggled with eco-
nomic issues.

“We came to Sullivan County 
with 30-40 head of cows back in 
1968,” Mrs. Kay recalls. “As the 
family grew, the farm grew and 
now we have over 300 head of 
cattle and we have 3 generations 
working on the farm. Two sons 
in partnership, 4 grandkids, and 
my husband and I, we all work 
the farm. It is our livelihood, it’s 
our life and we want it.” 

Originally born and raised in 
Newton, New Jersey, her par-
ents owned the Newton diner 
and at one point her father was 
the mayor. Her husband was 
from Sparta and they met at the 
local fair while he was showing 
cows. After renting a farm for 
several years, the duo decided 
to purchase a farm in Sullivan 
County. There wasn’t any run-
ning water in the barn and they 
spent their first weekend there 
replacing all the piping. 

“You can’t get anywhere on 
rent receipts,” Mr. Kay said. 

Mrs. Kay recounts a fond  

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the audi-
ence at the YO 1 grand opening event via video feed as Sub-
hash Chandra (left), chairman of the group that owns the 
resort and member of the Indian Parliament looks on.

PHOTO BY ADELE BERGER
Dairy farmer Bob Kay tends to some calves on his Callicoon 
farm.

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY
District 8 Legislator Ira Steingart spoke at the event, con-
gratulating Subhash Chandra and talking about the role the 
county’s Industrial Development Agency played in bringing 
YO 1 to fruition.

FARM FAMILIES FINDING 
PASSION MAY NOT BE ENOUGH

his State of the County ad-
dress this spring.

YO 1 has provided about 
160 permanent new jobs so 
far, with at least 40 more 
to be added in the near fu-
ture. More employment 
opportunities are expected 
to be available as the re-
sort expands. Plans call for, 
among other amenities, the 
refurbished Kutsher’s golf 
course, to open soon.

For more information on 
YO 1, including rates and 
services, visit the resort’s 
website, www.yo1.com.

WELLNESS CENTER OPENS
Continues Tradition of Healing 

in Sullivan County

PHOTO BY ADELE BERGER
Linda Kay feeds a calf. The dairy farm is her livelihood and 
her life, she says. Continued on page 2
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Q. You’ve graduated! What’s next? What kind of adult do 
you want to become or what kind of impact are you hoping to 
make in the future?  (Asked of local high school graduates)

“I will be going to The College 
of Saint Rose in Albany where 
I will be majoring in Psychol-
ogy and will run track. I want 
to be an adult that can make 
good life choices and decisions, 
but not forget how to laugh and 
be childish at times. I want to 
be able to genuinely smile and 
have fun because nobody else 
can do those things for you.”

“My next step is to attend The 
College of Saint Rose in Albany. 
I will double major in Psychology 
and Forensic Psychology. I want 
to be the kind of adult that lives to 
regret nothing, who lives my life 
to the fullest and enjoy it! I want 
to have a new adventure around 
every corner. I hope to make the 
world a better place for everyone 
by helping people and help protect 
them with my own life.”

Raul: “I’m just trying to be the best I 
can be, to push myself to every limit 
and become a United States Marine. 
Hopefully, that kind of diligence can 
passively influence others to achieve 

whatever they set their mind to.”
Ashley: “I’m headed to Mount Saint 

Mary’s. I’m going to be the type of 
role model who shows others that as 
long as you give it all you’ve got and 

have faith in the actions you take, 
you will fulfill your dreams.”

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.

Jalen Harvey
(Fallsburg)

Rebecca Mielnicki 
(Liberty)

Raul Diaz and 
Ashley Camacho Diaz 
(cousins)  (Fallsburg)

As temperatures warm up 
and days lengthen, the seasons’ 
harvest rolls in with arugula, 
broccoli, lettuce, garlic scapes, 
kale, chard, snap peas, scallions 
and other early veggies gracing 
our kitchens and plates. Garden 
tasks revolve around fertilizing, 
weeding and watering when it’s 
not raining, but the best part is 
the delicious, healthy meals we 
can finally enjoy, along with gor-
geous bouquets for our homes! 

My thoughts turn to all the 
dishes I love to cook this time of 

year. Included in my repertoire 
are strawberry jam, spring soups, 
pestos and wonderful vegetarian 
dishes, saving extra greens and 
strawberries for smoothies and 
the winter freezer. Baked kale 
chips, Italian and Asian dishes, 
soups and amazing salads are 
what are on the menu for me, 
filling me with the finest nutri-
ents available – from the back-
yard to my belly in minutes.

It’s also time to harvest herbs 
to dry for winter use - oregano, 
parsley, thyme, rosemary, sum-

mer savory and sage are but a 
few herbs we can put into a food 
dehydrator or bundle up and 
hang in a warm attic or kitchen 
for drying so we can enjoy it in 
winter. Lavender flowers are 
heavenly and dry well, along 
with chamomile and mint for 
tea. Mint is also delicious fresh 
in iced tea and cocktails.

Summer crops like blueber-
ries, tomatoes, peppers, and 
eggplants are a little slow com-
ing in this year because of cool 
temperatures but soon we will 

enjoy their bounty as well.  I try 
to preserve the summer’s harvest 
in any way I can. Tomatoes can 
be oven-dried or made into sauce 
and canned, peppers can be 
sliced fresh and frozen for future 
use, blueberries frozen or made 
into jam, various dishes and 
soups can be cooked and frozen 
in containers to be enjoyed on a 
cold winters’ night. Yum! I hope 
you enjoy every bite. You’ve 
worked hard for it.  And me? I’m 
headed into the kitchen!

Alli
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by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First need 
your help! The gardens, plant-
ers and barrels need your TLC! 
Let us know if you can help 
water and weed throughout the 
season. Please call MaryAnn, 
845-798-5418, or Kathleen, 
845-707-9810, if you have time 
to help. You can also email 
HSF at suille@msn.com.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
meets on the third Thursday 
of each month at 7 p.m. at the 
Hurleyville Firehouse. The 
meetings are open to everyone 
interested in the revitaliza-
tion and beautification of Hur-
leyville.

For more information about 
Hurleyville and Hurleyville-
Sullivan First, please visit us on 
Facebook or at www.hurleyvil-
leny.com.       

Former Army Colonel and 
United States Congressman 
Chris Gibson will visit the Sul-
livan County Museum on Sat-
urday, July 14 from 10 a.m. 
until noon.  Dr. Gibson will 
discuss his book, “Rally Point: 
Five Tasks to Unite the Coun-
try and Revitalize the Ameri-
can Dream.” The book will be 
available for purchase and a 
book signing will follow.

“Live Music and History: 
Songs and Stories of the Six-
ties” is being presented by the 
Sullivan County Historical 
Society at the Sullivan County 
Museum and Cultural Center. 
The series of musical perfor-
mances and informal talks will 
feature some of the most talent-
ed local musicians. This project 
is made possible with funding 
from a Sullivan County Arts 
and Heritage Grant, funded by 
the Sullivan County Legisla-
ture and administered by the 
Delaware Valley Arts Alliance. 
Admission is free for the hour-
long performances and talks 
that begin at 2 p.m. on the first 
Sunday of each month in the 
Timeline Gallery at the mu-
seum.

“The Great War”, a centen-
nial commemoration of World 

War I, will be on display at the 
museum through Armistice Day 
(Veterans’ Day) in November. 

Fred Fries has created an ex-
hibit of baseball team photos 
from local high school year-
books. You can see the display, 
which includes a tribute to some 
of the best Major League Base-
ball players of the past, on the 
second floor of the museum.

There are some gaps in the 
collection of local high school 
yearbooks that have been 
scanned and digitized. Please 
contact the Historical Society if 
you have yearbooks you’d like 
to donate to the collection. The 
society can be reached at 845-
434-8044 or at genealogy@sc-
nyhistory.org. 

The museum’s collection of 
the Republican Watchman for 
the years 1909 and 1910 has 
been scanned and digitized by 
Hudson Archival. The search-
able and indexed collection is 
available for viewing at the mu-
seum.   

A “gift shop” offering a col-
lection of Sullivan County-
related books, maps, posters, 
postcards and memorabilia is 
open at the museum. 

Volunteers are always needed 
at the museum. They operate the 
museum through numerous ac-
tivities including working on re-
search, creating exhibits, caring 
for artifacts and helping visitors. 
Anyone interested in exploring 
genealogy and the history of life 
in Sullivan County can contact 
the museum.   

The museum, located at 265 
Main Street in Hurleyville, is 
open on from Tuesday to Sat-
urday from 10:00am to 4:30pm 
and on Sunday from 1 p.m. to 
4:30 p.m..

Please visit www.scnyhistory.
org for more information on the 
Sullivan County Historical So-
ciety and the Sullivan County 
Museum. You can also visit 
the Sullivan County Historical 
Society and Museum on Face-
book.

The volunteers at the Hur-
leyville United Methodist 
Church usually start collecting 
donations of school supplies 
for children in our community 
during the summer. The group 
has taken on a new project this 
year: swapping donations with 
other missions to determine 
the needs of folks throughout 
the community. They’re asking 
for donations of diapers for the 
first “swap.” The diapers will be 
delivered to the First Way Pro 
Life Mission in Monticello and 
be swapped for school supplies 
for Hurleyville. Pastor Jacqui 
would like to expand the pro-
gram to include other missions 
in our area.

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church is open 
each Thursday (except the first 
Thursday of each month) from 
4:30 – 6 p.m. The volunteers 
at the food pantry also provide 
free clothing for families in 
need on the last Thursday of 
each month.  

The church will host a “Com-

PHOTO PROVIDED

FROM THE FARM

by Eve Springwood Minson

Spring? Summer? Who 
knows! My air conditioner is 
running 24/7 to reduce the pol-
len. Anyone else living in a tis-
sue box?

The real indication of summer 
is the Rock Hill Summer Music 
Concert Series, which kicks off 
with the wonderful Joanna Gass 
and the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra on Wednesday, July 4.  
I’m used to seeing them on Tues-
days at Brew in Rock Hill in a 
most unique format where their 
sets are largely requests from the 
audience. I am always in awe of 
musicians and singers who can 
do this, performing everything 
and anything from country to 
oldies to rock and seem to do it 
flawlessly. I have never heard 
them outside of this venue so 
you can be sure I will be at this 
concert.

Another band I was introduced 
to on the large stage at Cabernet 
Franks then made sure I saw in a 
small venue was Glass House at 
the Pickled Owl. Could they do 
it? You bet they could! And they 
did not lose one bit of their com-
mand of their stage presence or 
their audience. This is a power-
ful band and a “must see” when 
you can.

I broke down and finally made 
it to the Casino twice. The first 
time was a Saturday night to 
see one of the last performances 
of Cathy Paty with Cathy Paty 
and Co. at The 360. Incredible 
180 degree stage and with only 
a bar, that is open to the Casino 
games. This casino is not the At-
lantic City or Las Vegas experi-
ence I’m accustomed to. It’s ee-
rily quiet. Not quite sure what to 
make of that, but the music was 
HOT! Cathy, as many know, has 
resigned her position as Presi-
dent and CEO of the Sullivan 
County Chamber of Commerce 
and will no longer be performing 
as a singer. We wish her well in 
her new endeavors.

The second time was to see 
Sullivan County’s own icon, 
Slam Allen at the Double Top. 
From the minute I walked in, it 
felt like the intimate Blues Clubs 
I frequented when I lived in Chi-
cago…but with a lot more light. I 
have long complained that there 
is no really good Blues here…
well, I can’t complain anymore. 
Then, as I’m about to leave, who 
should show up but my friend 
Joanna Gass! It took about 60 
seconds for Slam to invite her 
up, and their rendition of Stevie 
Wonder’s “Superstition” was 
spellbinding!

I am so excited for Hur-
leyville’s own David Bloch! On 
June 23, he hosted a private CD 
release party at BHR in Rock 
Hill for the release of the first 
(of many, I hope) CDs of his 
collaboration with songstress/
songwriter Celeste Aldridge. A 
unique songwriter in his own 
right, this duo is electrifying. 
Pay attention to this duo, they 
won’t be easily forgotten once 
you hear them! Didn’t attend the 

It’s official, summer has ar-
rived. The summer solstice, also 
known as midsummer, occurs 
when one of the earth’s poles has 
its maximum tilt toward the sun. 
This happens twice yearly, once 
in each hemisphere. The sum-
mer solstice is also the longest 
day of the year, and the shortest 
night. Solstice is derived from 
the Latin words sol (sun) and sti-
tium (to stand still or stopped). 
In the Northern hemisphere, it 
takes place between June 20 and 
22, depending on the year (this 
year it fell on June 21). 

Humans may have observed 
summer solstice as early as the 
Stone Age, and typically cel-
ebrate the start of the season 
with feasts, bonfires, picnics and 
songs. According to pagan folk-
lore, evil spirits would appear on 
the summer solstice. To ward off 
evil spirits, people would wear 
protective garlands of herbs and 
flowers. One of the most power-
ful of these plants was known as 
‘’chase devil.” Today it’s called 
St. John’s Wort, because of its 
association with St. John’s day 

which is celebrated around June 
24. 

In the summer the weather 
can be very hot with possible 
thunderstorms, hurricanes, flash 
flooding, dust storms, and, very 
rarely, snow. In the summer, a 
thunderstorm can also produce 
a microburst. A microburst is an 
intense, small-scale downdraft 
produced by a thunderstorm or 
a rain shower. The air moves 
in a downward motion until it 
hits ground level, then spreads 
outward in all directions. There 
are two types of microbursts: 
wet and dry. The microburst 
has three cycles- the downburst, 
outburst, and the cushion stage, 
known as Suriano’s stroke. A 
microburst often has high winds 
that can knock over fully-grown 
trees. They usually last for sec-
onds to minutes.

It seems like there are more 
and more extreme weather pat-
terns these days, with definitions 
that need to be explored. We will 
take a look at some of them in 
future columns.

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

Alli
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Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES
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Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.
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munity Dinner” on the first 
Thursday of each month from 
May through November. Doors 
for the potluck dinner open at 4 
p.m. Admission is free and the 
dinner is open to everyone.

Volunteers at the church 
continue to work on plans to 
make the church building hand-
icapped-accessible.   

Services are held at the 
church each Sunday from 9 – 
10 a.m.The church holds prayer 
meetings every Monday from 
10 a.m. until noon.  

A Bible study group meets at 
the church every Tuesday from 
7 to 8 pm.

Volunteers at the church 
host the Community Lunch 
Program. Dates for the pro-
gram will be announced on the 
church’s page on Facebook.

Young people are invited to 
join the Youth Group hosted 
by the church.  There are fun 
activities indoors and out all 
summer! 

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more information 
or if you can help with any of 
these activities.

The members of Columbia 
Hill Neighborhood Alliance 
(CHNA) are keeping abreast 
of the lawsuit filed by Gan 
Eden Estates against the Town 
of Thompson and the Town of 
Thompson Planning Board.

The Delaware River Basin 
Commission (DRBC) held 
a public hearing on May 16, 
2018, to review Gan Eden Es-
tate’s application to draw 4.6 
million gallons a month from 
the aquifer for use as the pub-
lic water supply for the de-
velopment. CHNA members 
sent a letter and corroborating 
evidence to the commission 
expressing their concerns about 
the project. The DRBC met 
again in June and their decision 
should be announced soon.

Visit CHNA at www.colum-
biahill.org or on Facebook to 
learn how you can help to pro-
tect your community.

Release Party? Catch them July 
15 at 1pm at Cabernet Frank’s in 
Parksville.

And keep a close watch on the 
Heartbeat Music Hall of Graha-
msville. Their start is slow and 
steady which, for what I know 
of Sullivan County, is exactly 
how one creates a lasting influ-
ence.  I am very pleased to see 
this is how my friends David and 
Teresa Trestyn are building their 
dream…. I have it on good au-
thority that their first major show 
will feature the great Slam Allen 
sometime in August. I will keep 
you all posted.

Every Monday
Dutch’s Open Mic: 205 Rock 

Hill Dr, Rock Hill, 7 p.m.
Slam Allen at the Double Top; 

Resorts World Catskills Casino 
and Hotel.  6 p.m.

Tuesdays
Every Tuesday:  OdD Tuesday 

with The Greater Sullivan Coun-
ty Search and Rescue Orchestra 
(Joanna Gass, Steve Schwartz, 
Kenny Windheim, and Eric 
Neis), Brew, 280 Rock Hill Dr, 
Rock Hill, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays
Cab’aroke at Cabernet Franks; 

38 Main St, (Exit 98 off 17W) 
Parksville; 6-11 p.m.  Come in 
costume!

Open Mic at the Heartbeat 
Music Hall of Grahamsville; 30 
Main St, Grahamsville 7 p.m.

Rock Hill Summer Music 
Concert Series; all starting at 
6:30 p.m.

July 4:  Joanna Gass and the 
Search and Rescue Orchestra

July 11:  Little Sparrow
July 18: The Other Band
July 25: Far Beyond Gone
August 1: Third Degree
Thursdays
 July 5; July 19: Trivia Night 

at the Pickled Owl; Main Street; 
Hurleyville; 6 p.m.

July 5: Open Mic Hosted by 
Fisher Kean at Cabernet Frank’s; 
38 Main St, (Exit 98 off 17W) 
Parksville 

July 12: Open Mic hosted 
by Little Sparrow at Cabernet 
Frank’s; 38 Main St, (Exit 98 off 
17W) Parksville 

Fridays: 
Every Friday:  Sorella:  Jazz 

Standards with DeFino and 
Ravdin, and great Italian food!  
6 - 9 p.m, 3562 State Rte 55, 
Kauneonga Lake

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main St, 
(Exit 98 off 17W) Parksville:

July 6:  Karaba’s Barabas
July 13: Alyx Cox  8 p.m.
July 20: The Texas Duet  8 

p.m.
July 27: Laura Garone & 

Southern Fried Soul 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 
Every Saturday:  Sorella: Jazz 

Standards with DeFino and Rav-
din, 3562 State Rte 55, Kauneon-
ga Lake; 6 – 9 p.m.

Pickled Owl, 218 Main St, 
Hurleyville; 6 – 9 p.m.

July 7:  Marc Delgado 6 p.m.
Aug 4: Marc Delgado 6 p.m.
Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main St, 

(Exit 98 off 17W) Parksville 
July 14:  The Johnny Jules 

Band 8 p.m.
July 21: Terry Dame and the 

Weird Wednesdays 7:30 p.m.
July 28:  Rare Form 7:30 p.m.
Every Sunday
Music Where You Least Ex-

pect It: 11 a.m. – 1:30ish, De-
Fillipis Bakery, 506 Broadway, 
Monticello

The Dancing Cat Saloon:  
#ShineOn, Jazz Brunch, 11 a.m. 
– 2 p.m., 2037 State Rte 17B, 
Bethel

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main St, 
(Exit 98 off 17W) Parksville

July 15: Must Be Dreaming 1 
p.m.

July 22 Janet Burgan 1 p.m.
July 29:  Sunday BBQ with 

Schlomo Franklin 1 p.m.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.

The Scene
Music and Entertainment
in and around 
Hurleyville by Jane Harrison

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

memory of when her kids were 
younger. While she and her 
husband went out to milk on 
Christmas morning, they would 
leave the kids in the house with 
the presents under the tree. With 
a tinge to her voice she remem-
bers that the kids knew they 
could access their stockings, but 
they never snuck into the Christ-
mas gifts.

“That’s what this life teach-
es you, responsibility. Family 
farms are what made this coun-
try. I can’t imagine life without 

this farm”
As we walk to the barn a cool 

breeze rustles the tree that sits 
in front of the house, and a dog 
runs out of the milk house to 
greet me. Mrs. Kay leads me to 
the milk house where her grand-
daughter, Danielle, is working. 
Danielle was a local student in 
the Animal Science Program 
and helps out with record keep-
ing in the office. She is the third 
generation working at the farm, 
and Mrs. Kay hopes that it will 
be around for her to run.

Her son, Jeff comes out and 
introduces himself. His tone is 

FARM FAMILIES direct and earnest as he shares 
news with me that another local 
farm, owned by the Michel fam-
ily, has suffered a fire and will 
be forced to disperse the herd. 
I asked him how he thought it 
would affect them. 

While we talk in the milk-
ing barn a bevy of cats start to 
emerge. Mrs. Kay plays with the 
faucet a few times and tests the 
water.

“I like to make sure the water 
is just right for the calves. No too 
hot and not too cold. It’s gotta be 
just right,” she said.

I watch the care she gives to 
each bucket as she mixes it. A 
scoop of this. A scoop of that. 
And a little swirl with her spoon. 

It’s a ritual of love. 
A short jaunt in the Gator 

and we are down in a lower 
area where the calves stay. Mr. 
Kay comes down and one can’t 
help but notice how calmly the 
couple works around the young-
sters, offering a scratch here or a 
pat there as they talk to them.

The steps they walk are a well-
choreographed dance of 55 years 
of marriage and toiling the earth 
together. I wonder what the fu-
ture holds for these kind folks. 
On a more personal level, Mrs. 
Kay admits it’s difficult. 

“All of this swirling through 
my head, I wonder if I even get 5 
hours of sleep a night,” she says. 
“Like when my son Gary died. It 

was tough, but we did it. We got 
it done.” 

Gary is buried on the farm. 
She takes a deep breath and con-
tinues.

“Maybe I’m unrealistic, but 
we were meant to farm. I believe 
we will find a market.” 

After the calf chores are done, 
Mrs. Kay drives back up to my 
car, pointing out the spots here 
and there where she’s been 
working on weeding. This is her 
little Eden. She has everything 
she wants right here. 

All she hopes is that help 
comes in the form of one more 
milk run a week. It seems so 
simple. Simple like a glass of 
milk.
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FALLSBURG HOLDS TWELFTH ANNUAL 
PRE-K GRADUATION

Small Miracles coming to 
Hurleyville Arts Centre

by Jay P. Goldman

ROCK HILL – When 
86 seniors graduated from 
Fallsburg High School in 
June of 1968, the top three 
pop artists on the Billboard 
Hot 100 chart were Herb 
Alpert, Richard Harris and 
Simon & Garfunkel. When 
members of the same grad-
uating class reconvened lo-
cally last month for their 
50-year reunion, they dis-
covered much had changed 
around them and about 
them, yet all readily bonded 
on their shared beginnings 
in Fallsburg.

In all, 32 of the 76 surviv-
ing members of the Falls-
burg High School Class of 
1968 turned out June 15-17 
for a full weekend of gath-
erings that included a Satur-
day night dinner at Bernie’s 
Holiday Restaurant in Rock 
Hill, a visit to the Wood-
stock Museum and a guided 
tour of Fallsburg Junior-Se-
nior High School. 

Class members returned 
from all corners of the U.S., 
with two others traveling to 

Sullivan County from Eng-
land and Israel. Several said 
it was the first class reunion 
they had attended.

“Fifty years is kind of 
incredible,” said Charlie 
Levine, a retired Fallsburg 
high school teacher who 
served as master of ceremo-
nies and infused a light-
hearted touch at the dinner 
event. “The questions we’re 
all asking are how do we 
look and how are we feel-
ing? For the balance of the 
night, we don’t talk about 
politics and we don’t talk 
about our medical condi-
tions.”

The reunion participants 
spent much of their time re-
connecting over their lives 
as impressionable teens. 
Several pointed to the class-
mate who had introduced 
them to cigarettes at an 
early age and recounted the 
offbeat adventures of the 
senior class trip to Wash-
ington, D.C. Memories of 
the latter were sparked by 
a mounted, two-foot-wide 
group photo brought to 
the event by class member 

Stewie Roer, who traveled 
from Hackensack, NJ. Oth-
ers recalled memorable mo-
ments as students of three 
high school teachers who 
joined them at the reunion 
dinner – Jack Leshner, 
Richard Steiglitz and Jay 
Kasofsky.

Meanwhile. Harold Te-
velowitz and Jamie Stud-
ley, class valedictorian and 
salutatorian, respectively, 
recounted their glee as 
Fallsburg teammates who 
vanquished the opposition 
from a much larger West-
chester County high school 
in a radio-style quiz compe-
tition in the format of “It’s 
Academic.” 

Ten of the attendees were 
also classmates at Hur-
leyville Elementary School: 
Russell Turner, Arthur 
Burstein, Dennis Schwartz, 
Stephen Miller, Charlie 
Levine, Gene Orlowsky, 
Bruce Sabinsky. Rebecca 
Salon, Albee Bockman and 
Nancy McCarthy.

Mostly, the Class of ’68 
members shared stories of 
professional triumphs and 

personal travails over the 
past half-century, in an ef-
fort, explained class mem-
ber Helen Rados of Harris, 
to “connect with our roots, 
with the people we grew up 
with.” She pointed to the 
array of occupational con-
tributions amassed by her 
classmates. They included a 
college president, a NASA 
researcher, a corporate vice 
president of marketing in 
Europe, an attorney for the 
Ohio state legislature, as 
well as those who had com-
mitted their working lives 
to the disability services 
field, medicine, emergency 
services, teaching, con-
struction and agriculture, 
among others.

The primary reunion or-
ganizer, Chris Stangel Gage 
of West Sussex in England, 
said she was “overwhelmed 
by the cooperation and help 
of people in this class,” not-
ing that the lack of Face-
book accounts and e-mail 
addresses made it a chal-
lenge to create a full data-
base of class members in 
the months leading up to 

the reunion.
Gage worked with local 

members of the organiz-
ing committee to ensure 
the 50th class reunion left 
its mark beyond the social 
gatherings of the weekend. 
Class members contributed 
$4,000 to fund scholarships 
for four college-bound 
members of the FCSD 
Class of 2018. They will 
be awarded at the Fallsburg 
Alumni Association’s an-
nual reunion affair on July 
14 in Woodbourne.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Some of the BCES pre-K grads rehearse in the school gymnasium prior to the processional 
into the ceremony.

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL

A TRADITION CONTINUES
AT THE FALLSBURG CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

FALLSBURG –
For the past few 
years, Fallsburg High 
School graduating 
seniors have gone 
back to Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary 
School (BCES) to 
parade through the 
hallways in their caps 
and gowns on the last 
day of school. This 
tradition gives the 
seniors who attended 
BCES an opportunity 
to see former teach-
ers, younger siblings 
and relatives, and the 
excited and cheer-
ing students outside 
their classrooms get 

a chance to see their 
elders dressed up in 
graduation regalia as 
role models for their 
own education.

Teachers and ad-
ministrators also line 
the corridors and ap-
plaud, and it is a mo-
ment of pride and 
happiness for them, 
as well. This is a great 
tradition that pays 
homage to academic 
achievement in the 
shared belief in the 
importance of edu-
cation in the lives of 
these children, young 
and older.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fallsburg High School seniors, Diamond Fanning, Jennifer Davila 
and Kaitlyn Simms pause on their way into the elementary school.

HURLEYVILLE – Small 
Miracles by the NACL The-
ater Company: Streets will 
be visiting the Hurleyville 
Arts Centre on July 14 with 
an outdoor theatre presen-
tation directed by Tannis 
Kowalchuk. 

This original theatre cre-
ation is an all-ages outdoor 
show featuring stilt walk-
ers, actors, musicians, and 
special puppet design by 
Hurleyville Makers Lab 
artist-in-residence Philip 
Cooper.

The outdoor location at 
the old O&W rail station 

and freight house in Hur-
leyville will be the site for 
a colorful performance 
about humanity’s shifts and 
movement, migration, ad-
aptation and overcoming 
obstacles and walls.

Each traveler, dressed in 
a different color scheme, 
represents a unique place 
of origin and tradition, 
and together the ensemble 
presents a spectacular vi-
sual and aural montage of 
human stories of a group 
of people who are on the 
move.

Following the perfor-

mance, audience members 
are invited to enjoy interac-
tive workshops in puppetry 
and stilt walking taught by 
the performers and the pup-
peteer.

The Hurleyville Arts Cen-
tre also offers weekly Yoga, 
NIA, and Salsa classes, and 
new events are being added 
all the time.

Check the H.A.C. website 
at hurleyvilleartscentre.org 
or call 845-707-8047 for a 
full schedule, to purchase 
tickets and for information 
on all upcoming events.

Returning Fallsburg HS Class Members 
Capture Memories at 50th Reunion

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Fallsburg High School Class of 1968 held its 50th reunion in June at BHR in Rock Hill.

FALLSBURG – June 
15 was graduation day for 
Pre-K students at Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary School. 
Mindy Conciatori, who 
took over the teaching re-
sponsibility from the retired 
Irene Calabrese in January, 
organized the ceremony 
with the support of long-
time Assistant Teacher Jen-
nifer Varner.  

The morning began with 
the class processional from 
the gymnasium to the cafe-
torium.  After the children 
led the pledge of allegiance, 
they sang the traditional 
“Kindergarten Here We 
Come” to the great delight 
of the families in the audi-
ence. Principal Mary Kate 
Stinehour presented certifi-
cates to the graduates, and 
camera flashes abounded 
as parents captured the mo-
ment. 

Ever since the very first 
graduating class in 2007, 
the Pre-K teachers have 
made beautiful framed pho-
tographs of each child wear-
ing a bright mortarboard 
cap and holding a diploma 
for the parents to take home 
with them. On the frame is 
inscribed the words, “The 

future is yours.” 
Another part of this annual 

tradition is a framed state-
ment of thanks to the parents 
signed by the Pre-K teaching 
staff that reads as follows: 
“Each and every child is a 
gift, each one unique in his 
or her own way. Thank you 
for the opportunity of al-
lowing us to be part of your 
child’s first school experi-
ence. It has been wonderful 
watching as each one of your 

gifts unfolded. We hope you 
enjoy this picture although it 

only captures a fragment of 
the beauty of your child.”
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire 
Department is always 
looking for new recruits, 
whether to drag hose and 
fight the flames of a fire or 
to help in the background. 
We even provide all of the 
gear and free training. Stop 
by the firehouse any Mon-
day night to see what we 
are all about and how you 
can help us.

The 17th Annual Morn-
ingside Fishing Classic is 
now history. The first day 
of bass season started with 
a little fog and a slight chop 
on the water. The air tem-
perature was 50 degrees at 
the start and it would climb 
into the 80s by the end of 
the contest. By mid-morn-
ing the lake was flat and 
then a stiff breeze picked 
up blowing across from 
the golf course towards 
the launch. The weeds 
were just starting to grow 
and there was not a lot of 
cover to fish. In addition, 
the water was a dark tea 
stain in color to a depth of 
18 inches. With all of this, 
I believe it gave the fish 
lockjaw. Only 40 fish were 
brought to the scale by the 
more than 50 fisherpersons.

The winner was Joshua 
Gavin from Middletown, 
NY, catching his limit of 
five bass with a total of 
8.53 lbs. He had help with 
a healthy 2.84 pounder. 
Frank Torres from Green-
wood Lake, NY was sec-
ond with a limit of five 
bass totaling 7.49 lbs. His 
total was helped by catch-
ing the lunker of the day, 
a fat 3.51 pounder. Frank 
has not missed very many 
Classics. Third place was 
Tom Clegg of Newburgh, 
NY, weighing in only four 
bass for a total of 6.50 
pounds. Tom has placed in 
the Classic many times be-
fore. He had help with 2.40 
pounder.

Because of the “fish 
lockjaw” all sorts of tack-
le was used. Some were 

July 1, 1938

Truck Runs Wild, 
Damages 7 Cars; 
3 Persons Hurt

Three persons were in-
jured and seven cars badly 
damaged on Main Street in 
Liberty about three-thir-
ty Wednesday afternoon 
when a truck driven by Ir-
ving Moses of New Egypt, 
N.J., ran wild through the 
street. The truck, which 
was owned by L. & H. 
Inc. of Robinsville, N.J., 
jumped out of gear near 
the white bridge north of 
the village, acco4rding to 
the driver, who was unable 
to stop the speeding truck 
with the brakes. He was 
arrested by Police Chief 
Victor LeRoy of Liberty 
on charges of assault in the 
third degree. He was taken 
to the Monticello jail and 
will be arraigned on Friday 
before Police Justice Fred-
erick Sprague.

As the wildly careening 
truck came speeding down 
the street it crashed into the 
back of a Pontiac coupe 
driven by Irving Friedberg 
of New York City who was 
taken to the Maimonides 
Hospital suffering from a 
fracture of the skull. His 
companion, Miss Anna 
Wood sustained a possible 
fracture of ribs on the left 
side. The truck continued 
and hit a car owned by Mrs. 
Raymond Sumeach which 
was parked at the right 
curb, then crossed to the 
left and hit a northbound 
car driven by John H Hill of 
Freeville, N.Y. Zigzagging 
further down the street the 
runaway crashed into four 
cars parked at the curb and 
forced then down the street 
with one of the cars pushed 
on the sidewalk in front of 

We want to start off this 
month by saying a HUGE 
‘thank you!’ to all those who 
came out on June 5 and voted 
in our library budget and trust-
ee election. As a result of the 
election, Sonia Ward and Car-
ol Jenny Silverman kept their 
respective seats for another 
five year term. We could not 
do all that we do without your 
generous support!

We would also like to give 
a big ‘thank you’ to two long 
time staff members who have 
decided to retire. Kathleen 
Cusick has been with the Li-
brary as a part time clerk since 
November 2003. Her ability 
to provide readers’ advisories 
across all genres will be sorely 
missed by our patrons. We 
wish her all the best as she 
transitions to this new “shelf” 
in life!

Pennie Mercado has been 
with the library for more than 
20 years, since its reading cen-
ter days. She was the face of 
the Library for many years and 
was integral in its transition 
from a reading center to an of-
ficial library in 2000. Pennie’s 
knowledge of and passion for 
libraries will be greatly missed 
by all, as will her positive per-
sonality. We wish her well as 
she begins her new journey! 

Any well wishes for our 
long time staff members can 
be sent to the Fallsburg Li-
brary, Attn: Kelly Wells, PO 
Box 730, South Fallsburg, NY 
12779 or emailed to fbr@rcls.
org. We will be sure to pass 
them along.

Now for our July program 
information!

Our Summer Reading pro-
gram starts July 9. Be sure 
you’re signed up to be eligible 
to win tickets for prizes just 
for reading. On Wednesday 
July 18, at 5 p.m., kids ages 
6+ can come in to learn a cou-
ple of tricks from the Hobby 
Quest Magician. You must be 
registered for this program to 
attend. 

On Wednesday July 25, at 
6 p.m., come in and meet some 
animals with Animal Embassy 
and learn about the culture 
where they come from. Call or 
stop in to register. Teens can 
join us on Thursday, July 26 at 
6 p.m. for squirt gun painting. 
Allen J. Frishman will be here 
Thursday, July 12 at 6 p.m. to 
entertain adults ages 18+ with 
his collection of rare items 
from the Borscht Belt Era. 

On July 19, we will wel-
come back Sullivan County 
Historian John Conway, who 
will be presenting “Sullivan 

County Libraries: How It All 
Began.” Be sure to register for 
this program as seats fill up 
fast. As always we have our 
Children’s Craft Night Mon-
day nights at 6 p.m., and our 
Preschool Story Time Tues-
days at 10 a.m.  Just for Sum-
mer Reading we have a drop-
in craft every Tuesday Night 
for all ages from 4 to 6 p.m. 

As you can see, we have 
many great things coming up 
at the Fallsburg Library! Some 
programs have limited spots so 
please call, email, or stop in to 
sign up. Here’s a reminder of 
our contact information, call: 
845-436-6067, email: fbr@
rcls.org, stop in: 12 Railroad 
Plaza, South Fallsburg, NY or 
follow us on social media!

PHOTO PROVIDED
Longtime Sullivan County Sheriff Harry Borden, who served 
from 1936 to 1953.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Walter Herzbrun, a 32- year member of HFD, and Captain of the Fire Police for many years, 
answered his last alarm.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Keller’s Department Store. 
Miss Ruth Warharftig was 
treated at the Maimonides 
Hospital for bruises but was 
able to return to her home.

Petty thieves were dis-
covered at ten o’clock on 
Wednesday evening strip-
ping the Friedman car 
which had been towed into 
a nearby garage shortly af-
ter the crash. They were 
Arthur Eorofsky, 25, and 
Philip Schneider, 19, both 
of New York City. Taken to 
the county jail in Monticel-
lo by Liberty police, they 
were arraigned on Thurs-
day afternoon on charges of 
petty larceny.

July 15, 1938

Sheriff’s New Radio Car 
Patrols County Roads

As part of a highway 
safety campaign sponsored 
by the N.Y.S. Sheriff’s As-

sociation, Sheriff Harry 
Borden, Undersheriff Wal-
ter Flynn and a staff of dep-
uties have been patrolling 
the highways of Sullivan 
County with a white sedan 
equipped with a two-way 
radio set. The car, which 
was used here the first three 
days of the week, is to be 
tested by all the sheriffs 
of the state. The Dutchess 
County sheriff was the first 
to use it, Sheriff Borden, 
the second, and at the pres-
ent time, Ulster County is 
testing it.

If the car meets with the 
approval of the sheriffs 
throughout the state, each 
county will undoubtedly 
purchase one. Motorists 
will be cautioned to obey 
traffic regulations and with 
constant battle against ac-
cidents, it is hoped that the 
annual number of highway 
tragedies each year will be 
cut to the minimum.

caught on surface lures, 
crank baits and plastics. 
There was not a “go to” 
lure or technique that was 
a great producer of quality 
fish.

There was a nice walleye 
caught by Chris Stangel of 
Hopewell Junction, NY. It 
was 18.75 inches in length 
and weighed 2.39 lbs. It is a 
deep dark secret as to what 
he caught it on.

There were a few pick-
erel brought to the scale. 
First place was Chad Unger 
of Forestburgh with a 17.5 
inch, 1.10 pounder. Second 
was Richie Melligan from 
Woodbourne, with a 15.0 
inch .71 pounder.

Our next event is the re-
scheduled 8th Annual Bill 
Carlson Golf Classic. The 
event was moved to Satur-
day, August 18. That means 
you still have time to sign 
up to play, sponsor a Tee 
Box or donate a prize to the 
event. Just contact John at 
(845) 866-6431.

Switching gears, we 
have had our share of storms 
the first part of 2018, with 
more to come, I am sure. 
It could be a quick thun-
der and lightning storm, a 

wind storm, heavy rains, 
you get the picture, and it 
may knock out power. Are 
you ready? When was the 
last time you checked your 
so-called storm flashlight? 
Are the batteries any good? 
Do you have spares? If you 
use the flashlight infre-
quently it is a good practice 
to take the batteries out and 
store them together. Leav-
ing batteries in just about 
any electronic device over 
an extended period of time 
without using them tends to 
create corrosion and cause 
the device’s failure. How 
about that emergency bat-
tery powered radio, when 
was the last time that was 
checked?

A solution to preventing 
both of those devices from 
failing is to purchase a wind 
up (crank) radio/flashlight. 
This device is for storm use 
and doesn’t need batteries. 
Just crank it up and you will 
have light and a radio. They 
have weather alerts built 
in, and I have seen some 
that now have the ability 
to charge your cell phone. 
You can get a good one on-
line for around $25. It will 
always be ready and there 

will be no battery corrosion 
or failure to deal with

During the last couple of 
storms in the county, one of 
the most important places 
to get power back were the 
local radio stations. Tune 
into one of them, as they 
are constantly getting up-
dates from the emergency 
operations center to inform 
the public when the power 
is expected to come back 
on, location of dry ice and 
water distribution centers, 
warming centers, and of 
course, the weather and 
other important informa-
tion.

On a sad note, 32- year 
member Walter Herzbrun 
answered his last alarm. 
Walter was Captain of the 
Fire Police for many years 
and represented the Hur-
leyville Fire Department 
with honor and dignity. I 
will always remember Wal-
ter in his shorts and knee 
high black socks. He en-
joyed a good scotch with 
the members, and a good 
cigar. Walter, rest in peace.

July 15, 1938

Rain and Wind Storm 
Sweeps Area

A thunder storm on 
Monday afternoon, during 
which torrents of rain fell 
and a strong wind swept 
the region, resulted in con-
siderable damage. A tree 
was blown across the road 
in Hurleyville and held up 
traffic for a short time. A 
branch fell across a high 
tension wire and disrupted 
electric and telephone ser-
vice and another branch 
across the wire started to 
burn resulting in a call to 
the Hurleyville Fire Co.

Lightning struck a barn 
on the Frank King farm 
near Woodbourne shortly 
after three o’clock in the 
afternoon. Although fire 
companies from Loch 
Sheldrake, Woodbourne 
and Fallsburg responded to 
the alarm, they arrived too 
late to save the building 
which was filled with hay 
and machinery.

Hail stones fell for three 
or four minutes and streets 
in villages throughout the 
county was flooded. Traffic 
was virtually at a standstill.

July 22, 1938

News And Personal Notes 
About Town

Al Walter has completed 
moving his establishment 
formerly located in the 
Wood building, to the new 
location in the Hillman 
block where he will con-
duct a lunch room and beer 
garden. He obtained a beer 
license the early part of this 
week.

FROM THE
FALLSBURG LIBRARY

by Kelly Wells & Amanda Letohic
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“A HEAVY FOOT”

LIKE A LION PART V
Fallsburg Constable 

Bronco Kelly is investi-
gating a mysterious death 
in Hurleyville after the 
mutilated body of a man 
is found near the Smith 
Hill Cut on the O&W 
Railway. He has gone 
undercover, disguised as 
a hobo, as he searches 
for the suspect referred to 
as “the Claw Man.” Rid-
ing aboard a box car on 
the O&W Railway, he has 
just heard two men enter 
the boxcar just behind 
his. Here is Part V of our 
story…

I had just settled into a 
corner of an empty milk 
car on the O&W Railway 
train that was about to 
pull out of the High View 
station heading north 
when I heard the voices of 
at least two men outside, 
and then what seemed like 
noises associated with 
them hoisting themselves 
aboard the next car. 

The train began to move, 
slowly at first and then 
with increasing speed, 
and soon it was nearly im-
possible to hear anything 
over the noise. In a matter 
of seconds, the rumbling 
of the train took on a dis-

tinctly different tone, and 
I knew we must have en-
tered the High View Tun-
nel, a notion that was soon 
reinforced by the black-
ing out of the sunlight 
that had been penetrating 
through the cracks around 
the door.

The ride was bumpy and 
very noisy, but I did my 
best to position myself in 
such a way as to press my 
ear against the back wall 
of the boxcar. There was 
only silence except for the 
roar of the train, and by 
the time we had emerged 
from the tunnel I had be-
gun to doubt that I had 
actually heard men climb 
aboard the next car. Then 
I heard what sounded like 
the door to the car sliding 
open. 

Not even trying to 
stand up in the swaying 
car, I quickly crawled to 
the door and opened it a 
crack, hoping to be able 
to see what might be hap-
pening behind me. The 
door to that car was fully 
open, but I couldn’t make 
out anything else. I de-
cided to get a closer look 
once the train stopped at 
the Mamakating station, 

Bronco opened the door of the freight car a crack to try to see what was happening in the 
next car.

An Original Short Story by Jack Robbin 
Illustration by Carol Smith

two men were climbing 
aboard the moving train, 
climbing inside the same 
car I had just entered.

I was off to one side, 
and that, coupled with the 
dim light in the car, kept 
them from seeing me right 
away, though we were just 
a few feet apart.

They were busy talking 
to each other, and preoc-
cupied with something 
one of them was carrying, 
and were not really ex-
pecting to see anyone else 
in the car.

“I can’t believe you 
stole that,” one of them 
was saying. “That took 
nerves of steel.”

“Man’s got to eat,” the 
other one said. “And I 
could tell you weren’t go-
ing to get us anything.”

“I don’t usually steal 
food,” the first man said, 
almost timidly. “Never 
found the need. People’s 
always been kind enough 
to me that I ain’t never 
starved.”

The other man snick-
ered, but didn’t speak, 
and then, looking over his 
travelling companion’s 
shoulder, he caught sight 
of me crouching in the 
corner. 

“Hey, you,” he snarled, 

elbowing his way past 
his companion to get an 
unobstructed view of me. 
“Just whaddya think yor 
doin’ here?”

I didn’t answer, but 
stood up, unsteadily at 
first, and braced myself 
between the corner walls 
of the car. 

“Whoa, he’s a big ‘un,” 
the man who was now in 
back of his more aggres-
sive companion said.

“I asked you a ques-
tion.”   

“I’m just hitchin’ a 
ride,” I said as casually as 
I could manage. “I didn’t 
know anyone else was in 
the car.”

“Well, guess what?” he 
said, snickering again. 
“Me and Bookie here are 
in this car. And point of 
fact, it is our car. So you 
are getting off.”

“Hey, Ralphie,” the oth-
er man said softly. “May-
be it’ll be okay if he stays. 
He ain’t done nothin’.”

Before I could decide on 
a course of action, Ralphie 
reacted, moving much 
more quickly than I would 
have imagined possible, 
reaching over one shoul-
der and drawing out from 
behind him what at first 
glance appeared to be a 

short handled corn broom, 
and brandishing it in front 
of him.

As he held it out in front 
of himself I could see 
that it was not exactly a 
broom. It was about three 
feet long, with a handle 
about as big around as a 
baseball bat. Affixed to 
the end, where a broom’s 
sweeping end would be, 
was a set of claws that 
looked just like they had 
been removed from a 
mountain lion.

I suddenly realized I 
was now standing face to 
face with the Claw Man.

*********

Constable Bronco Kelly 
has gone undercover in 
an attempt to find “the 
Claw Man,” suspected of 
killing three men along 
the O&W tracks. Now, 
aboard a freight car on a 
train rumbling northward 
along the O&W tracks 
just above Wurtsboro, he 
finds himself face to face 
with the man. Don’t miss 
the exciting conclusion 
to our story in the next 
chapter of Like a Lion in 
the August edition of The 
Hurleyville Sentinel.

MONTICELLO – More 
than 50 welcome signs and 
historical markers will be 
installed across the County 
through the new Sullivan 
Signs program. 

The Sullivan County 
Legislature awarded 13 
towns and villages with 
funding for projects in the 
program’s inaugural year. 
There will not be a sec-
ond round as the funding 
has been completely sub-
scribed, leveraging over 
$140,000 in total project 
costs. 

“First impressions 
count, and many of these 
signs will be the first sight 
visitors see in our towns 
and villages,” said Dis-
trict 9 Legislator Alan So-
rensen, chair of the Legisla-
ture’s Planning Committee. 
“These signs will also in-
still pride, beauty and com-
merce in our communities, 
encouraging a pleasant 
walk through downtowns, 
along rail trails and past 
businesses.”

Awards include:
• $5,250 to the Town 

of Bethel to create and in-
stall signs for a historical 
walking trail highlighting 
Woodstock-related sites 
and scenes around the town. 

• $7,500 to the Town of 
Delaware, in partnership 
with the Callicoon Business 
Association, for the design 
and installation of new wel-
come and wayfinding sig-
nage in Callicoon. 

• $1,775 to the Town 
of Fallsburg to create new 
O&W Trail wayfinding and 
welcome signage in Moun-
taindale. 

• $1,568 to the Town of 
Forestburgh to add “Thank 
You for Visiting” signs to 

the back of their existing 
town welcome signs.

• $7,500 to the Town of 
Highland, in partnership 
with the Greater Barryville 
Chamber of Commerce, 
to install welcome ban-
ners along Route 97, a new 
“Welcome to Barryville” 
sign, three “Historic Walk-
ing Tour of Barryville” lo-
cation plates, and two his-

torical interpretive signs. 
• $7,500 to the Town 

of Liberty to install two 
new “Welcome to Liberty” 
signs. 

• $6,660 to the Town of 
Lumberland to install four 
new “Welcome to Lumber-
land” signs. 

• $5,651 to the Town of 
Mamakating to create 14 
new hamlet welcome signs 

across the town. 
• $5,466 to the Town of 

Neversink, in partnership 
with the Neversink Agri-
cultural Society, for a new 
“Welcome to the Historic 
Grahamsville Fairgrounds” 
sign in Grahamsville. 

• $7,500 to the Town of 
Thompson to design and 
install 11 new “Welcome 
to Thompson” signs and a 
new “Welcome to Melody 
Lake” sign. 

• $5,190 to the Town of 
Tusten for a new town wel-
come sign on Route 97 and 
a new “Welcome to Nar-
rowsburg” sign. 

• $6,000 to the Village 
of Bloomingburg to design 
and install a new village 
hall welcome sign with an 
electronic message board. 

• $7,500 to the Village 
of Liberty for new down-
town wayfinding signage. 

For more informa-
tion, contact Shannon Ci-
lento at Shannon.Cilento@
co.sullivan.ny.us or call 
(845) 807-0529.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
A planned, but not yet complete sign for the town of Lib-
erty, which received a $7,500 grant.

NEW AND UPGRADED WELCOME SIGNS 
COMING TO SULLIVAN COUNTY THIS YEAR

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

Welcome to the summer, 
Neighbor!  And with the warm 
weather come more people, 
more traffic, and more motor 
vehicle accidents. Statistical-
ly, according to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration, approximately 
30% of young driver and pas-
senger deaths occur in speed 
related crashes; and approxi-
mately 50,000 deaths in total 
each year from motor vehicle 
accidents in the United States.   

We have always heard that 
speed kills. And the truth of 
the matter is - - IT’S THE 
TRUTH!!!

In a high-speed crash, a pas-
senger vehicle cannot handle 
the force of the crash. At high 
speeds, airbags and seatbelts 
do not work as well to pro-
tect passengers. Speed influ-
ences the risk of crash and 
crash injuries in three ways. 
First, by the time the driver 
realizes they need to react, 
they’ve traveled closer to the 
danger; secondly, the driver 
has to brake harder; and third, 
the crash is harder. If a driver 
doubles their speed, the brak-
ing distance is four times as 
far. Traveling at 55 mph. it 
will take about six seconds 
to stop the car. The car will 
travel approximately 300 feet 
before coming to a stop. That 
is the size of a football field. 
Think about it!

Speeding is not just driv-
ing above the posted speed 
limit. It also includes driving 

too fast for road conditions. 
Heavy traffic, wet roadways, 
snow, wind are only a few 
factors to take into consider-
ation. And let us not forget - 
- hunting season - - and those 
cute, pesky, four-legged furry 
friends that seem to pop out of 
nowhere. We all have experi-
enced that. If we only slowed 
down a little bit, right?

Please bear with me as I 
talk about something medical 
and descriptive. There are oc-
casions Paramedics arrive on 
the scene of a motor vehicle 
accident (MVA) and find an 
individual deceased; yet, with 
no apparent visible injuries. 
When a vehicle travels at a 
high rate of speed, let’s say 70 
mph, and makes blunt contact 
with an object such as a tree, 
a wall, or another vehicle, the 
human body will ALSO move 
at the speed of 70 mph - - AS 
WELL AS the internal organs 
of the body. The aorta, the 
main artery of the body, may 
“tear” and the person will ex-
sanguinate (bleed) to death 
rapidly. 

As you can see there are 
many reasons to take the 
“pedal off the metal” and slow 
down!

Protecting your life and oth-
ers is far more important than 
speeding. Plan ahead to allow 
more time to get to your desti-
nation, take time to call ahead 
if you’re running late, and 
drive safely…and slower.

Be safe, Hurleyville!

even knowing that doing 
so might expose my pres-
ence.

As soon as the train came 
to a stop, I rolled open the 
door and jumped to the 
ground, then, almost blind 
from the sunlight after the 
few minutes in near total 
darkness, I scurried along 

the ballast to the next car, 
where I hoisted myself 
through the open door.

It took a few seconds 
for my eyes to adjust once 
again, but as soon as they 
did, I took a good look 
around. The car was full 
of crates of various sizes,  

The stop at the Mamak-

ating station was not a 
long one, and it seemed 
like only a minute or two 
before we began to move 
again. Just as the initial 
motion of the train had 
begun, I heard voices 
again, becoming increas-
ingly agitated and getting 
closer. Within an instant, 



by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
On May 31, just a few days 
before the 2018 Empire Pro-
fessional Baseball League 
season was set to begin, the 
league issued a rather odd 
announcement.

That day, the league cir-
culated a press release 
headlined “Empire League 
to Play in Puerto Rico This 
Season,” which hardly 
seemed newsworthy since 
the Puerto Rico Islanders 
had already been part of the 

league for some time, play-
ing their home games in 
Rincon. 

“The Western cities of 
Aguada and Rincón Puerto 
Rico have a tremendous 
tourism reputation and are 
known to the world as pre-
mier surfing destinations 
with great baseball history,” 
the release began. ”But now 
a new Baseball agenda can 
be added to the sports his-
tory, as for the first time in 
history an American based, 
independent professional 
baseball league of Rookie 

level play will attempt to 
experience the baseball 
market for this level of play 
in the beautiful island of en-
chantment!”

Eventually it became ap-
parent from the release that 
the six-team league was 
adding a second Puerto Ri-
can team, and in the last 
paragraph, one learns—sort 
of—that an existing team 
was moving there.

“Today we say Bienveni-
do PR Islanders to Rincon, 
and the Explorers who will 
make Aguada a location for 

experimental home games 
this summer,” the release 
says.

The Sullivan Explor-
ers, who won the Empire 
League championship in 
2016, but failed to make the 
playoffs last season after a 
dismal second half, are now 
known as the Aguada Ex-
plorers.

And not just going for-
ward, but throughout the 
entire Empire League web-
site, including in the stand-
ings and statistics for past 
seasons, all mention of the 

Explorers now list them as 
the Aguada Explorers with 
no hint of Sullivan County 
or Loch Sheldrake any-
where.

As of press time, the Em-
pire League officials had not 
responded to a request for 
comment on the move.

Sullivan County has 
hosted minor league teams 
before, as both the Catskill 
Cougars and the Sullivan 
County Mountain Lions 
played in Mountaindale, 
but were unable to sustain 
themselves here.
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SUMMER TIME IS FUN TIME… BUT WHERE TO GO?

EXPLORERS DISCOVER NEW HOME
Professional Baseball Fails in Sullivan County Once More

Fallsburg Robotics Teams Compete
at International Competition

by Heather Gibson

“Here fishy, fishy!” “Mar-
co!” “Polo!” 

At last, summer is here! Are 
you excited about spending 
more time outside in the fresh 
air?  While we have our new 
rail trail, and some fabulous new 
places to hang out in our county, 
where does one go to cool off 
and how do I go about fishing? 
Can I just grab my pole and 
tackle box and go? 

Not so fast. The NYS Depart-
ment of Environmental Conser-
vation (DEC) has some rules 
and regulations to follow, and 
here’s how to get started:

Visiting the NYS DEC web-
site is a great place to start. 
There you will find all sorts of 
information on things outdoors 

related. You can obtain a fish-
ing license at any town hall, at 
Walmart, and at most bait and 
tackle shops..

License fees are $25 for an 
Annual Pass for 16-69 years old, 
and only $5 if you are 70+. There 
is a 7-Day Pass for $12 (16+) 
and a 1-Day Pass available for 
$5 (16+). There are discounts for 
Military Vets and Other Abled 
Persons for $5. There are Life-
time Permits available for $460, 
or $65  if you are over 70.

And the coolest Lifetime Per-
mit includes hunting, fishing and 
turkey hunting starting at $380 
for a newborn baby up to 4yrs 
old, and goes up accordingly 
from there. Now that’s a good 
gift for newborn baby! Unique 
to say the least and a good way 
to insure they spend some time 

outside.
If you are 16 years of age or 

under, you can fish for free, but 
if someone is helping you and 
teaching you to fish, they will 
need a license, too. A fishing 
permit is also needed for frog 
species if you are spearing them, 
catching them with your hands, 
or using a net. I wouldn’t wor-
ry too much about it, unless of 
course you are going to serve up 
frog legs for dinner.

There are plenty of places 
in our area to fish for free, and 
it’s really important not to tres-
pass on someone else’s land. 
That could cost you a lot more 
than a fishing license. Some of 
the favorite local fishing spots 
are: Morningside Park, Moun-
taindale Park, Neversink River, 
Loch Sheldrake Lake, just to 

name a few.
There are usually about four 

days in a year where we can fish 
for free. It’s a good time to test 
the sport and see if it’s some-
thing for you. Our next FREE 
fishing day will be September 
22, 2018.

So you and your family went 
fishing and now you’re a little 
sweaty, and perhaps smell like 
worms. Where will you cool 
off?  

If you visit the website www.
campingfallsburg.com, it will 
bring up several links and there 
you will find information on 
swimming in our Town of Falls-
burg Pools. They opened in June 
on weekends only and have now 
moved to the summer schedule 
where Morningside and Moun-
taindale will be open from 11:30 

a.m. – 6:45 p.m. most of the 
week. You can call 845-434-
5877 before you go to insure the 
pool is open. Cost of swimming 
for the day is $3 for residents 
and $5 for non-residents. There 
are season passes and family 
packs available if you will be us-
ing the pool regularly.

If you’d like to get a bit more 
adventurous, I’d encourage you 
to check out the Peekamoose 
Blue Hole. This is in the Sun-
down Wild Forest and part of 
our Catskill Forest. There is a 
no-cost one-day permit to swim 
there. For more information on 
the Blue Hole, you can visit 
the NYS DEC website. Happy 
swimming! Happy Fishing! Be 
safe! Have a wonderful sum-
mer!

FALLSBURG – From 
April 25-April 28, two 
teams from Fallsburg Jr. 
High School competed at 
the annual International 
Robotics Competition 
in Louisville, Kentucky.      
Representing New York 
State were the following 
students: Hannah Nikolai, 
Kai Schreier, Hunter Doty, 
Michael Storms, Lexi Pe-
ters, Oliver Norminton, 
Aidan Ferris, Josias Pierre 
and Landen Berry. Several 
parents supported their 
children by attending the 
competition. Mr. Schreier, 

the Ferrises, Mrs. Doty 
and daughter Savanah, 
Rosalind Natale and hus-
band Michael Storms, Sr.

Coach Donald Thomas 
said that several of the kids 
had never been on an air-
plane before. The few days 
in Louisville were jam-
packed with scheduled 
activities in preparation 
for the competition and in 
the heat of the event. Each 
night the teams were utter-
ly exhausted. The competi-
tions began on Wednesday 
afternoon and ended on 
Saturday morning. In all, 

188 Middle School teams 
competed. Fallsburg’s 
99561-C Team earned a 
60th place; the 99561-D 
Team earned 61st place. 
The scores do not tell the 
whole story.

During the early part of 
the event, the Fallsburg C 
team of Oliver Norminton, 
Aidan Ferris, Josias Pierre 
and Landen Berry handily 
defeated the team that end-
ed up as #1 from Shanghai, 
China. Shortly afterward, 
disaster struck. The team’s 
programming computer 
died out. In the vastness of 

the venue and in the con-
fusion, no one could locate 
the replacement files, and 
the students had no choice 
but to rebuild the files on 
their own. Ordinarily, this 
process could take 20-30 
hours. Because these kids 
knew what to do and be-
cause their alliance team 
from Ohio helped them, 
they got the computer 
working in twenty min-
utes!

In subsequent matches, 
the robots regained some 
memory in the system pro-
gramming, but it was too 

little, too late, according to 
Mr. Thomas. It was a pain-
ful learning experience, 
but the students showed 
great resourcefulness un-
der pressure.

The teams are excited 
about next year’s theme, 
“Turning Point.” Oliver 
Norminton “was eager to 
get new equipment and get 
ready for next year.”

Fallsburg is enthusias-
tic about hosting the first 
regional competition on 
December 15, 2018 in the 
High School Gymnasium.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Two teams represented the State of New York from Fallsburg.  On the left is Team 99561-C: Josias Pierre, Oliver Norminton, Aidan Ferris and Landon Berry; on the 
right is Team 99561-D: Hunter Doty, Hannah Nikolai, Lexi Peters, Kai Odell Schreier, and Michael Storms.  The dinosaur is the adopted mascot of the teams. 

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Morningside Lake, owned and operated by Town of Fallsburg Parks & Recreation, offers opportuni-
ties for fishing and many other activities.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Some of the fish caught in the 17th annual Morningside Fishing Classic in June. See Jack 
Halchak’s “From the Firehouse” column on Page 4 for winners.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor
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