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BASKETBALLUNITED WE STAND
by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE — 
Richard Rulli doesn’t 
choose what he’s going to 
carve into a piece of wood. 
He’ll tell you that he sees 
what is already in the tree, 
and uses his woodworking 
tools to uncover what is 
there. 

The sculptor has been 
producing art in various 
forms for The Center for 
Discovery in Hurleyville 
since 2002. Prior to that, 
he had been trying to sup-
port himself as a freelance 
artist, but as he tells the 
tale, he “was going blind 
from malnutrition.” He 
answered an ad to repair 
handmade stone walls for 
The Center, and then he 
did some landscaping and 
helped in the development 
office.

“Then they started let-
ting me do more of what I 
wanted,” Mr. Rulli said.

What he wanted has tak-
en the form of a buffalo, 
and a turtle, and a moose, 
and dozens of wooden 
carvings and sculptures. 
Mr. Rulli’s art brings beau-
ty and a connection to na-
ture to the facilities of The 

Center, as well as the pub-
lic spaces in the commu-
nity where some of his art 
is displayed. A turtle is his 
current project, a massive 
creature that takes up his 
whole garage workspace. 
Mr. Rulli designed the 
reptile himself, based on 
various photographs, and 
engineered the statue with 
metal, screening, concrete 
and pipes to have water 
flow over the turtle’s shell 
once it is installed over a 
water feature. 

It is part of Mr. Rulli’s 
technique that each of his 
animals must be displayed 
in their native habitat: the 
moose in a thicket, the 
buffalo among the prai-
rie grasses, and the turtle 
emerging from the water. 
He uses nature to provide 
the context as well as the 
backdrop for each of his 
creations, and the settings 
are meticulously planned, 
sometimes taking as long 
to devise and construct as 
the sculptures themselves.

The worst thing one can 
do is rush, with anything, 
Mr. Rulli said. By the time 
the turtle is installed later 
this year, it will be about 
three years since it was 

first conceived. Mr. Rulli 
doesn’t advocate rushing 
in any aspect of life, but he 
has been particularly me-
ticulous in his ambitious 
art projects. He built his 
unassuming cabin in the 
woods around a massive 
tree trunk, which he spent 
13 years carefully shaving 
into the beautiful eagle that 
he saw within the grains of 
the wood. That eagle is the 
masterpiece of his artistic 
career.

WHAT LIES WITHIN
Local Artist Sees and Reveals It
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by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE—Former 
U.S. Congressman Chris Gib-
son, who walked away from 
Washington after six years on 
the job, is coming to Hurleyville. 

Dr. Gibson, who is currently 
the Stanley Kaplan Distin-
guished Visiting Professor of 
American Foreign Policy at Wil-
liams College in Williamstown, 
MA, will be appearing at the 
Sullivan County Museum at 265 
Main St. from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, July 14 to speak 
about America’s Founders, their 
ideas and ideals, and their lega-
cy, and to sign his most recent 
book, “Rally Point: Five Tasks 
to Unite the Country and Revi-
talize the American Dream.”

Following his appearance in 
Hurleyville in the morning, Dr. 
Gibson will present a similar 
program at the town of Highland 
Senior Center on Route 55 in El-
dred from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. that 
afternoon. Books will be avail-
able to purchase at both events.

“We must fight for change that 
restores founding principles and 
promotes a flourishing life for all 
Americans,” Dr. Gibson writes 
in the introduction to “Rally 
Point.” “I have written this book 
to help in that cause.”

Dr. Gibson, who was born in 
Rockville Centre but has lived 
most of his life in Kinderhook, 
NY in Columbia County, served 
in Congress from 2011 to 2017, 
when he announced he would 

not seek re-election again, citing 
self-imposed term limits. During 
part of that tenure, he represented 
the 19th congressional district, 
which includes Sullivan County. 
Prior to entering politics, he had 
served in the U.S. Army, rising 
to the rank of Colonel while 
serving seven tours, including 
four combat tours in Iraq. His 
military decorations include a 
Purple Heart, four Bronze Stars, 
and two Legions of Merit.

He earned two Masters De-
grees and a PhD from Cornell, 
and previously taught American 
Politics at West Point. He served 
a National Security fellowship 
with the Hoover Institute at 
Stanford University and while 
there wrote his first book, “Se-

curing the State” about the rela-
tionship of the military to civil-
ian government.

During his time in Congress, 
Dr. Gibson served on the Ag-
riculture Committee and the 
Committee for Armed Services, 
and became known for his bi-
partisanship. He was considered 
a leading contender to be the Re-
publican candidate for Governor 
in 2018, but decided not to enter 
the race.

His programs in Sullivan 
County are sponsored by The 
Delaware Company, a non-
profit history education group 
whose mission is to promote and 
support the history and historic 
landmarks of the region.

by Luis Alvarez, Chairman 
Sullivan County Legislature

When I was elected District 
6 Legislator in 2016, I did 
not know how much work it 
would be – or how rewarding 
it would be. The eight other 
County legislators and I were 
elected by the people to serve 
the people… and what an 
honor that is!

My fellow legislators 
named me the Chairman of 
the Sullivan County Legis-
lature, and in that capacity I 
represent the entire County. 
My motto is “Let’s Walk 
Together.” We cannot do it 
alone. So I am asking you all 
to share your ideas with me. 
They may be just what I need 
to hear.

I have an open-door policy, 
and not just in my office at the 
Government Center in Mon-
ticello. I meet a lot of people 
as I travel the County, all of 
whom feel free to share their 
views with me. I want to hear 

from them – and from you. I 
am amazed at how often the 
solution to a problem can be 
found right in front of you. 

Far too frequently, we get 
“down” on ourselves, but as 
a public servant, my goal is 
to change that culture of neg-
ativity, to learn how to react 
differently and to share that 
ability with others. Every day 
is different, with a new chal-
lenge to face head-on with 

determination and enthu-
siasm. But even with these 
challenges, we shouldn’t dis-
regard our successes. Let’s 
not forget, Sullivan County 
currently has the highest job 
growth rate in the entire state. 

I’m here to serve, to rec-
ognize that each of you de-
serves attention and a role in 
finding solutions to our cur-
rent and future challenges. 
I don’t have all the answers, 
but I am certain that someone 
out there does – perhaps you?

I welcome your comments, 
questions and input at luis.
alvarez@co.sullivan.ny.us, 
845-807-0177, or via mail at 
100 North Street, Monticello, 
NY 12701.

This is the first of what 
will be a regular feature in 
The Hurleyville Sentinel, as 
Legislature Chairman Luis 
Alvarez keeps readers up to 
date on what is happening in 
Sullivan County government.

RALLY POINT COMING 
TO HURLEYVILLE

Former Congressman Chris Gibson 
to Speak, Sign Books

LET’S TALK SULLIVAN COUNTY

PHOTO PROVIDED
Former Congressman Chris Gibson will be in Hurleyville on 
July 14 to speak and sign copies of his book, “Rally Point.”

PHOTO PROVIDED
Luis Alvarez is the Chair-
man of the Sullivan County 
Legislature. He represents 
District 6, which includes 
Hurleyville.

MONTICELLO – The Sul-
livan County Land Bank is be-
ginning a series of demolitions 
and rehabilitations of blighted 
properties in Monticello this 
week, with more to come in 
both the County seat and the 
Village of Liberty.

“Today’s kickoff marks a 
turning point in these villages 
and Sullivan County,” affirmed 
Freda Eisenberg, Planning 
Commissioner and chair of the 
Land Bank Board of Directors. 
“Starting with two properties 
on High Street in the Village 
of Monticello, we are demol-
ishing eyesores and rehabbing 
other structures, in order to 
make these properties attrac-
tive to buyers who will use and 
maintain them.”

Originally advanced by the 
Sullivan County Division of 
Planning and Community 
Development and initially ap-
proved by the Sullivan Coun-
ty Legislature, the Sullivan 
County Land Bank Corpora-
tion was authorized by Empire 
State Development in Novem-
ber 2016 and officially incor-
porated by New York State in 

February 2017. It is the 19th 
land bank approved in New 
York State.

The Corporation’s mission 
is the lessening of the burdens 
of government by undertaking, 
promoting, and facilitating the 
return of vacant, abandoned, 
and tax-delinquent properties 
to productive use in order to 
eliminate the harms and liabili-
ties caused by such properties 
and to combat community de-
terioration in the County. That 
includes real estate develop-
ment and management, real es-
tate project finance, and other 
community-based economic 
and human services develop-
ment activities permissible un-
der the Not-for-Profit Corpora-
tion Law. The Corporation may 
contract with other foreclosing 
governmental units within the 
County to achieve these pur-
poses. It may also partner with 
other local and regional enti-
ties working on housing and 
community revitalization. 

In September, the Land Bank 
will host a Sullivan Housing 
Summit to bring organizations 
together to share insights and 

information, and foster col-
laborations.

The Land Bank will be de-
molishing structures on the fol-
lowing properties this season:

85 High Street, Monticello
44 High Street, Monticello
18 Woodcliff Avenue, Mon-

ticello
4 Washington Street, Monti-

cello
9 Maple Lane, Monticello
25 Burton Avenue, Monti-

cello 
11 Balsam Drive, Liberty
5 Orchard Street, Liberty
237 South Main Street, Lib-

erty
The Land Bank will be reha-

bilitating structures on the fol-
lowing properties this season:

7 Washington Street, Monti-
cello

55 Park Ave, Monticello
53 Park Avenue, Monticello
9 Cross Street, Monticello
The current Board of the 

Land Bank includes Eisenberg, 
Sullivan County Manager Josh 
Potosek, Sullivan County Trea-
surer Nancy Buck, District 9 
Legislator Alan Sorensen, Dis-
trict 5 Legislator Terri Ward, 

District 8 Legislator Ira Ste-
ingart, Liberty Village Mayor 
Ron Stabak, and Granite Asso-
ciates’ Jacquie Leventoff. The 
County Legislature is expected 
to soon appoint further mem-
bers to represent the villages of 
Monticello and Liberty.

The Land Bank welcomes 
assistance from members with 
experience in real estate law, 
construction, finance, or com-
munity development projects, 
who are willing to serve on the 
Board or in an advisory capac-
ity. In particular, the nonprofit 
is looking for qualified ven-
dors with which to partner on 
the renovation and demolition 
process, such as contractors, 

property maintenance, plumb-
ers and electricians. 

The Land Bank also seeks 
individuals and businesses in-
terested in acquiring property 
for owner-occupied housing. 
An application is available at 
www.sullivancountylandbank.
org.

Meetings of the Land Bank 
Board are open to the public, 
and agendas and minutes are 
posted on the website. The 
next regular meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, June 12 at 
1 p.m. inside the Government 
Center in Monticello.

For more information, visit 
www.sullivancountylandbank.
org or contact 845-807-0527.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Artist Richard Rulli talks about his White Buffalo creation at its unveiling in Hurleyville.

PHOTO PROVIDED
District 9 Legislator Alan Sorensen, Planning Commission-
er Freda Eisenberg, County Treasurer Nancy Buck, District 
8 Legislator Ira Steingart, District 5 Legislator Terri Ward, 
County Manager Josh Potosek and Legislature Chairman 
Luis Alvarez (left to right) pose in front of the Land Bank’s 
first demolition project.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Richard Rulli’s Moose stands on the property of The Center for Discovery in Harris. Eyesores Being Torn Down

Sullivan County Land Bank Kicks Off Program

“You can see the mo-
tion,” one friend said of 
the eagle. Mr. Rulli said 
he probably spent 33,000 
hours invested in the eagle, 
but he had a compulsion to 
bring out what he saw in-
side.

Other examples of his 
work are similarly ex-
traordinary, among them a 
Great Blue Heron carved 
from black walnut, and a 
carving in elderwood of a 
tearful Joan of Arc that is 
so subtle observers often 
can’t discern it. 

It was during his early 
years as a Porsche me-
chanic where Mr. Rulli 
learned to “seek perfection 
in everything you do.” The 
words “good enough” have 
never been enough for him.

“Whenever I see an ob-
stacle, I don’t try to short-

cut it, I try to work with it,” 
Mr. Rulli said.

Mr. Rulli reads philoso-
phy books voraciously, 
still constantly trying to 
learn all that he can about 
the universe around him. 
His “religion” is based on 
ecology, which forms the 
foundation of his outlook, 
as well as his art.

“Might as well start at 
the beginning, right?” Mr. 
Rulli said.

Mr. Rulli continues to re-
fine his ideas and his learn-
ing process with each proj-
ect in his life. He doesn’t 
know what his next project 
will be after his turtle, but 
that doesn’t bother him in 
the slightest.

“The inspirations come 
when it’s time for the next 
inspiration,’ Mr. Rulli said. 
“It’s not predictable.”
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The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…

PAGE 2 HURLEYVILLE SENTINEL, HURLEYVILLE, N.Y. DECEMBER 2016

Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

It’s finally June, and while 
our showy home gardens pro-
vide us with visual enjoyment, 
there is also a quieter, natu-
ral landscape underfoot in the 
Catskills. Since the spring has 
been cool, the native landscape 
has been blooming leisurely 
for weeks, showing us the nat-
urally occurring fruiting and 
flowering trees. While walking 
with my dogs the other eve-
ning, I was contemplating how 
few people know their native 
neighbors or how to integrate 
their beauty into their gardens. 

Fortunately, garden centers 

are now selling more natives 
so they are not that hard to find. 
These interesting, rugged and 
hardy plants tend to get eaten a 
little less by deer and also en-
dure our harsh weather well.  
Among natives plants there is 
something happening at every 
level: ground cover plants like 
rabbit-ear blueberries, small 
blooming ephemerals that 
come and go, magnificent ferns 
that grow in wet or dry areas, 
clumping grasses that grow 
in shade, sun and wetlands, 
wildflowers, wonderful shrubs 
with Huckleberries abounding, 

flowering trees like Serviceber-
ry or Apple trees, and stately 
canopy trees like Maples that 
give us shade and Maple syrup. 
Pussy willows, Red-Twig Dog-
woods, Viburnums, Winterber-
ries, and more are all around 
us if we learn how to identify 
them. All we need is a good 
field guide, or a knowledgeable 
friend, and we can get to know 
a whole new world of plants 
and how to use them!

More importantly however, 
native plants provide protec-
tive cover and food for our fel-
low critters producing pollen, 

berries, nuts and seeds. Birds, 
bees, butterflies and other in-
sects, along with mammals 
use the meadows, wetlands 
and forests (and sometimes 
your gardens) for their forage 
to survive, but we can also use 
natives to reduce lawns, create 
shade, protect our waterways, 
and even use some medici-
nally. Using native plants also 
enhances our regional identity 
and reminds us we are in the 
spectacular Catskill Moun-
tains. So, pick up a field guide 
and head out into the wilder-
ness! I’ll see you there. 
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The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First have 
begun planting. Now the 
gardens, planters and barrels 
need your help and TLC! 
Let us know if you can help 
water and weed through-
out the season. Please call 
MaryAnn, 845-798-5418, 
or Kathleen, 845-707-9810, 
if you have time to help. 
You can also email HSF…
suille@msn.com.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
meets on the third Thursday 
of each month at 7 p.m. at the 
Hurleyville Firehouse. The 
meetings are open to every-
one who is interested in the 
revitalization and beautifica-
tion of Hurleyville.

For more information 
about Hurleyville and Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First, please 
visit us on Facebook or at 
www.hurleyvilleny.com. 

Little Sparrow will open 
the WJFF Annual Maris 
Hearn Fundraiser Concert at 
the Sullivan County Museum 
on Saturday, June 9. Doors 
will open at 6 p.m. for the 
show, which begins at 7 p.m. 
Featured performers include 
Abbie Gardner (formerly of 
the band, Red Molly) and 
Hurleyville residents, David 
and Julie Block. The event is 
a fundraiser for WJFF Radio 
Catskill. Call 845-434-8044 
or 845-482-4141 for more 
information.

“Live Music and History: 
Songs and Stories of the 
Sixties” is being presented 
by the Sullivan County His-
torical Society at the Sul-
livan County Museum and 
Cultural Center. Hosted by 
Little Sparrow, the series of 
musical performances and 
informal talks will feature 
some of the most talented lo-
cal musicians. This project is 
made possible with funding 
from a Sullivan County Arts 
and Heritage Grant, funded 
by the Sullivan County Leg-
islature and administered by 
the Delaware Valley Arts Al-
liance.

Admission is free for the 
hour-long performances and 
talks that begin at 2 p.m. 
on the first Sunday of each 
month in the Timeline Gal-
lery at the museum.

“The Great War”, a cen-
tennial commemoration of 
World War I, will be on dis-
play at the museum from 
Saturday, June 16 through 
Veterans Day in November. 
The commemoration will 
also feature performances by 
the Catskill Readers Theatre. 
Please contact the museum if 
you have memorabilia you’d 
like to donate or loan for the 
run of the exhibit.

Fred Fries has created an 
exhibit of baseball team pho-
tos from local high school 
yearbooks. You can see the 
display, which includes a 

tribute to some of the best 
Major League Baseball play-
ers of the past, on the second 
floor of the museum.

There are some gaps in 
the collection of local high 
school yearbooks that have 
been scanned and digitized. 
Please contact the historical 
society if you have yearbooks 
you’d like to donate to the 
collection. The society can be 
reached at 845-434-8044 or 
at genealogy@scnyhistory.
org. 

The museum’s collection 
of the Republican Watchman 
for the years 1909 and 1910 
has been scanned and digi-
tized by Hudson Archival. 
The digitized collection is 
available for viewing at the 
museum.      

 A “gift shop” offering a 
collection of Sullivan Coun-
ty-related books, maps, post-
ers, postcards and memora-
bilia is open at the museum. 

Volunteers are always 
needed at the museum. They 
operate the museum through 
numerous activities including 
working on research, creating 
exhibits, caring for artifacts 
and helping visitors. Anyone 
interested in exploring gene-
alogy and the history of life 
in Sullivan County can con-
tact the museum.      

The museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open on from 
Tuesday to Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on Sun-
day from 1 to 4:30 p.m.

Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more information 
on the Sullivan County His-
torical Society and the Sulli-
van County Museum.    You 
can also visit the Sullivan 
County Historical Society 
and Museum on Facebook.

 The congregation at the 
Hurleyville United Methodist 
Church celebrated Mother’s 
Day in a very special way. 
Ruth Shursky and Edie Por-

ter, the oldest mothers in the 
church, were presented with 
beautiful bouquets of flow-
ers. Edie and Ruth have held 
titles in the church and have 
been members of the congre-
gation for more than 50 years.

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church is open 
each Thursday (except the 
first Thursday of each month) 
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. The vol-
unteers at the food pantry 
also provide free clothing for 
families in need on the last 
Thursday of each month.    

The church will host a 
“Community Dinner” on the 
first Thursday of each month 
from May through Novem-
ber. Doors for the potluck 
dinner open at 4 p.m. Admis-
sion is free and the dinner is 
open to everyone.

Volunteers at the church 
continue to work on plans 
to make the church building 
handicap accessible.      

Services are held at the 
church each Sunday from 9 
until 10 a.m.

The church holds prayer 
meetings every Monday from 
10 a.m. until noon. 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Hurleyville-Sullivan First volunteers have begun planting 
and they are looking for help with weeding and watering.

by Heather Gibson

HURLEYVILLE – “Old 
Man Winter” certainly over-
stayed his welcome this 
year, and the daffodils and 
tulips seemed to be playing 
peek-a-boo. 

“Ah! There’s the sun! I 
can grow!” 

“Just kidding, here comes 
another snow squall!” 

While we all grew tired 
of our jackets and boots, the 
good news is, June has final-
ly arrived, so let’s open up 
those windows and air the 
place out. It’s time for us to 
do some Mid-Spring clean-
ing.

Have your New Year’s 
resolutions already fallen 
by the wayside? No worries, 
you are not alone!  

Spring provides an oppor-
tunity to hit the re-set but-
ton. As new life begins pop-
ping up all around us, it’s 
the perfect time to get back 
on track. In fact, sometimes 
it is the weather and the se-
rotonin provided by the sun-
shine that gives us more en-
ergy to succeed in our goals. 
Maybe, just maybe, our res-
olutions should be set in the 
spring, instead of in January. 
I mean really, who has the 
“get up and go” in January 
while the snow is falling 
down and the thermometer 
reads 10 below? It seems so 
much harder to stay in mo-
tion during those moments, 
doesn’t it?

Spring is a time to purge; 
to get rid of all the things we 
don’t really need. I found 
a few candy canes around 
the house this week, and 
also realized that it’s time 
to pack up all my son’s win-
ter clothes for donation. He 
certainly won’t fit into them 
next year. Yes, it’s time to 
fling it or bring it! So, how 
to get started? So many peo-
ple have a hard time letting 
go of items, even those they 
don’t need.  I always find 
it easier to part with things 
when I know they are going 
to help someone less fortu-
nate, or that my donation 
may be saving someone else 
money. And sometimes, the 
donation simply brings oth-
er people joy. Just because 
an item no longer serves 
your purpose doesn’t mean 
it won’t serve someone else 
in a new and exciting way. 
You know what they say, 
“One man’s junk, is another 
man’s treasure!”

Here are some tips to help 
you get started:

1. If you haven’t touched 
it or worn it in a year, get rid 
of it.

2. Have children get rid of 
old toys to make room for 
new toys. This is good to do 
before holidays and espe-
cially birthday parties.

3. Speaking of children, 
do they earn an allowance? 
If so, many spring cleaning 
activities can be added to 
their chore list.

4. Old blankets and news-
papers can be taken to the 
local dog shelter.    

5. Old magazines can 
often go to food pantries, 
churches, and senior cen-
ters/nursing homes.

6. Gather all items you 
wish to donate and bring to 
a donation center. Many of 
these places will give you a 
receipt for tax purposes.

7. Post unwanted things 
online. There are many 
Facebook sites where you 
can sell or post for FREE.

8. Finally, have a yard or 
garage sale at your home. 
Advertise heavily on social 
media, local newspapers, 
and post bright clearly writ-
ten signs which lead poten-
tial customers to your home.

If you are going to sell 
unwanted items, why not 
use the money to buy some-
thing you’ve been wanting 
for your home, or maybe put 
the acquired funds toward 
a family road trip, or fun 
event!

Spring, being the season 
of re-birth, is also the per-
fect time of year to gain 
mental clarity; getting rid 
of emotions, and stress that 
have been making you feel 
weighed down or trapped. 
Maybe you need to forgive 
someone, or forgive your-
self? Maybe you need to 
rid yourself of a toxic rela-
tionship and replace it with 
a new positive friendship?  
Cleansing our body, mind 
and spirit becomes just as 
important as cleaning our 
home physically. Finding 
clarity and peace of mind 
can help us in all areas of 
life.

 Here are a few tips 
to help you get started:

1. It’s ok to say NO to oth-
ers, and YES to yourself! 
Don’t feel guilty! In taking 
care of yourself, you can 
better serve others.

2. Pencil yourself in! Get 
a massage, a pedicure, mani-
cure, or go to the gym!

3. Sign up for a wellness 
initiative at work. Take ad-
vantage of any free programs 
that help relieve stress.

4. Get a good night’s sleep 
by turning off the TV before 
bed. Instead fall asleep to 
music or nature sounds.

5. On that note, don’t 
bring your work or laptop 
into your bedroom. 

6. UNPLUG whenever 
you can! Read a book, go 
see live entertainment.

7. Have honest conversa-
tions and go with your gut. 

8. Enjoy nature! Get out-
side. Feel the sun on your 
face. Build a campfire at 
night.

Spring cleaning can lead 
to a more fun and relaxing 
summer for sure, so get out 
the black garbage bags, go 
through your closets, plan a 
yard sale. Sell it, toss it, fling 
it, bring it and most impor-
tantly be free of it!

Spring Fling It!

FROM THE FARM

by Eve Springwood Minson

What I did in May while 
waiting for summer….you 
know, like those papers that are 
joked about that grade school 
kids have to write when they go 
back to school in the fall: “What 
I did on my summer vacation.”  
I don’t know about you, but I 
have worn my sandals twice. 
After which they went back in 
the closet with the only sun-
dress I unpacked and out came 
the long sleeves, jacket and 
sweaters... again.

There was so much going on 
in May that I didn’t have a lot 
of time to bemoan this delayed 
summer.  The Heartbeat Music 
Hall of Grahamsville opened its 
doors on May 19.  Little Spar-
row headlined to a star stud-
ded audience with the likes of 
Slam Allen, Cecil Allen (who 
both ended the evening with an 
impromptu concert), John Si-
mon and Mickey Barnett (who 
joined Little Sparrow on stage 
for a few songs) all coming out 
to support this great new venue. 
The space is homey and cozy, 
lending itself to chatting with 
the person next to you until 
the music starts. There is a full 
stage that can accommodate 6-7 
musicians, which could allow 
for some interesting possibili-
ties. One of the things that most 
impressed me was the acous-
tics and the sound. I was all 
over that night and I could not 
find one area of dead air space. 
David and Teresa Trestyn have 
done a marvelous job of bring-
ing this dream not only to frui-
tion but of creating a venue that 
will further energize the Eastern 
part of Sullivan County.  And 
there’s a dance floor, which was 
definitely used!

The Neversink General Store 
opened up its Farmer’s Market 
on Memorial Day weekend and 
although there isn’t much in the 
way of produce yet due to the 
never ending winter, there is 
an added bonus of a little shed 
near the road where you can get 
a pulled pork or brisket sand-
wich, take it to one of the tables 
under the tent for a mini picnic. 
I heard it referred to as a BBQ 
shed but I hesitate to call it that 
since– to my delight- I was also 
able to get a fresh tuna kabob 
and a slice of veggie pizza. It 
definitely will be open when the 
Farmer’s Market is going on, 
Saturdays 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., but 
there is also talk about perhaps 
expanding this to the entire 
weekend. I’ll keep you posted.

Richard Young, my favorite 
Brit, was out and about Memo-
rial Day weekend and I never 
miss a chance to see him. He’s 
a powerful solo performer who 
makes you sit up and take no-
tice, then holds you there un-
til he takes a break. And this 
makes his collaboration with 
Susan DeVita on an upcoming 
CD so enticing. I’ve heard snip-
pets and I’m impressed. There 
is a synergy to their energies 
that comes through the record-
ing.  And that, perhaps, comes 
from the fact they have been 
friends for a very long time and 
this is their first collaboration. 
Sometime later in the summer, 
they will be holding a release 
party at Cabernet Frank’s, and 
I seriously recommend that you 
come out to see them.

Another group you should 
put on that list is The Johnny 
Jules Band. Johnny was one 
of the first people I met after 
moving to Hurleyville, and we 
would run into each other often 
because we were neighbors.  He 
was always a fine musician, but 
when I saw him at Cabernet 
Frank’s on May 27, his band, 
his music and his performance 
have moved to a new level of 

Alli
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.
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The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

A Bible study group meets 
at the church every Tuesday 
from 7 to 8 p.m.

Volunteers at the church 
host the Community Lunch 
Program. Dates for the pro-
gram will be announced on 
the church’s page on Face-
book.       

Young people are invited 
to join the Youth Group 
hosted by the church. They 
can enjoy a variety of activi-
ties including board games, 
trivia, movie nights, arts and 
crafts. The group meets on 
Fridays at 7 p.m. Here are 
the dates scheduled for this 
spring: June 8 and June 15.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-
tion or if you can help with 
any of these activities.

The volunteers in the Co-
lumbia Hill Neighborhood 
Alliance (CHNA) are com-
mitted to ensuring sustain-
able growth, preserving au-
thentic rural character and 
protecting finite water re-
sources in Hurleyville and 
the towns of Thompson and 
Fallsburg. 

Water resources, traffic 
intensification, community 
character alteration and wild-
life habitat depletion have all 
been identified by the Co-
lumbia Hill Neighborhood 
Alliance as issues that must 
be carefully evaluated before 
development can be deemed 
sustainable and worthy of 
approval. 

High density, multi-family 
projects are not suitable for 
our current land capacity or 
for the future of the Catskill 
region. We can develop re-
sponsibly and protect our 
environment only when we 
insure our community infra-
structure is balanced and sus-
tainable.

Visit CHNA at www.co-
lumbiahill.org or on Face-
book to learn how you can 
help to protect your commu-
nity.

sophistication. If you haven’t 
heard the band in a while, you 
should make it a point to do 
so. They will be playing at the 
Fat Lady Café, 13 Horseshoe 
Lake Road, Kauneonga Lake 
quite a bit this summer, as well 
as at the Bashakill Winery. I’ll 
pass along the dates as I receive 
them

The schedule is back for you 
to clip out and magnet to your 
fridge. Me?  I’m going to make 
myself a drink and wait for this 
summer guy to show up…..just 
sayin’

Every Monday:
Dutch’s Open Mic: 205 Rock 

Hill Dr, Rock Hill, 7 p.m.
Slam Allen at the Double 

Top, Resorts World Catskills 
Casino and Hotel.  6 p.m.

Every Tuesday:
OdD Tuesday with The 

Greater Sullivan County Search 
and Rescue Orchestra (Joanna 
Gass, Steve Schwartz, Kenny 
Windheim, and Eric Neis), 
Brew, 280 Rock Hill Dr, Rock 
Hill, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

Every Wednesday:
Cab’aroke at Cabernet 

Frank’s; 38 Main St, (Exit 98 
off 17W) Parksville; 6 – 11 p.m. 
Come in costume!

Thursdays:
June 21: Karaoke at the Pick-

led Owl; Main Street; Hur-
leyville; 6 p.m.

June 7 and June 21: Open 
Mic at Cabernet Frank’s; 38 
Main St, (Exit 98 off 17W) 
Parksville.

Every Friday:
Sorella:  Jazz Standards with 

DeFino and Ravdin, and great 
Italian food. 6-9 p.m., 3562 
State Rte 55, Kauneonga Lake

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main 
St, (Exit 98 off 17W) Parks-
ville:

June 8: Albi Beluli 
June 22: John Slaver
June 29: The Barncats
The Pickled Owl, 218 Main 

Street, Hurleyville
June 8:  Glass House
June 15: Ryan Leddick Trio 
June 22:  Rare Form
Every Saturday:
Sorella: Jazz Standards with 

DeFino and Ravdin, 3562 State 
Rte 55, Kauneonga Lake; 6 – 9 
p.m.

June 9:  Cathy Paty and Com-
pany at Bar 360; Resorts World 
Catskills

Pickled Owl, 218 Main 
Street, Hurleyville; 6 – 9 p.m.

June 9: J.B. Jones 
June 16: Kat ‘n Randy
June 23: The Acquaintances
June 9: The Livingston Man-

or Trout Parade. Host: Cabernet 
Frank’s; 1 p.m.

Then come on by Cabernet 
Frank’s, 38 Main St, (Exit 98 
off 17W) Parksville for Peter 
Florence and the New Kings at 
7 p.m. and the Stilette-Hos at 10 
p.m. 

Also at Cabernet Frank’s this 
month:

June 16: Sabbathwitch (fea-
turing Gyda Gash and special 
guest Tom Five)

June 30: Pretty Saro
Every Sunday:
Music Where You Least Ex-

pect It: 11 a.m. – 1:30ish, De-
Fillipis Bakery, 506 Broadway, 
Monticello

The Dancing Cat Saloon:  
#ShineOn, Jazz Brunch, 11 a.m. 
– 2 p.m., 2037 State Rte 17B, 
Bethel

July 4: The Rock Hill Sum-
mer Concert Series:  Joanna 
Gass and The Greater Sullivan 
County Search and Rescue Or-
chestra; The Band Shell, Rock 
Hill

July 7: Open Mic/Home 
Grown:  Host Kevin McDaniel,  
WJFF 90.5FM, 12 – 1 p.m.

Until next time…

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

The Scene
Music and Entertainment
in and around 
Hurleyville by Jane Harrison

PAINTING BY JAY BROOKS
The Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance is committed to 
preserving bucolic settings like this in the towns of Falls-
burg and Thompson.
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RENAISSANCE 
INTERNS AT WORK

Young People Making a Difference
in their Communities

BENJAMIN COSOR STUDENTS FILL THE 
AIR WITH MUSIC AT SPRING CONCERT

A NIGHT FOR BEAUTIFUL MUSIC AND 
AWARDS AT FALLSBURG HIGH SCHOOL

RENAISSANCE AT THE 
CENTER FOR DISCOVERY

by Adele Berger

GRAHAMSVILLE –  
Sullivan Renaissance has 
a new group of commu-
nity volunteers in Graha-
msville and the program 
may soon be replicated in 
Hurleyville, as well. Anne-
Louise Scandariato, who 
is the Volunteer Program 
Manager for Renaissance, 
has been working closely 
with the Community Inte-
gration Trainers from The 
Center for Discovery to or-
ganize a volunteer program 
for TCFD residents. The 
first group of volunteers re-
ceived their official orienta-
tion, t-shirts and prospectus 
last week. 

Going forward, TCFD 
residents will be perform-
ing weekly weeding du-
ties at designated locations 
starting with the Daniel 
Pierce Library in Grahams-
ville. The library is an inte-
gral part of their residential 

life and all of the residents 
utilize their library cards at 
least bi-weekly. 

During the orientation 
Ms. Scandariato went over 
expectations for volunteer 
work and reviewed differ-
ent tools and how to use 
them. Afterward, everyone 
headed to the garden to 
show off their gardening 
skills. 

TCFD and Sullivan Re-
naissance are also working 
together to build a similar 
program in Hurleyville. 
Dave Moore and Denise 
Sullivan are working to 
find safe and exciting ar-
eas where residents can 
hone their gardening skills. 
Starting Memorial Day 
weekend, TCFD’s Hur-
leyville residents took over 
watering duties at the Hur-
leyville Maker’s Lab and 
there are plans for groups 
to help with planting proj-
ects at The Firemen’s Park, 
as well. 

FERNDALE – The 2018 
class of Sullivan Renais-
sance interns have begun 
their work to care for gar-
dens and other public spac-
es in communities through-
out Sullivan County.  From 
small planter boxes and 
established gardens, to 
park enhancements and 
Main Street revitalization, 
they are working alongside 
community volunteers to 
make a difference in their 
communities.

The Internship Program 
is a partnership between 
Sullivan Renaissance and 
the Center for Workforce 
Development that provides 
paid work experiences for 
Sullivan County youth be-
tween the ages of 16 and 
20.  In addition to caring 
for gardens and public 
spaces, interns participate 
in weekly meetings where 
they discuss current issues, 
meet with local leaders, 
develop leadership skills 
and explore career options.  
They will also choose, 
plan and implement a ser-
vice learning project.  

“We have fourteen 
bright, energetic, diverse 
young people this year. 
Our hope is that through 
this program they will de-

PHOTO PROVIDED
Sullivan Renaissance Volunteer Program Manager Anne-
Louise Scandariato (left) and Horticulture Program Manag-
er Diana Weiner conduct a training session for Grahamsville 
volunteers from The Center for Discovery.

was also thanked for his 
many years of musical ac-
companiment on the piano.

The music was excel-
lent, and several musicians 
received acknowledge-

ment for earning regional 
and New York State music 
awards. The music teach-
ers handed out special 
awards themselves. Out-
standing Recorder Award 

as a former music teacher 
and accomplished trumpet 
player. He will be leaving 
Fallsburg to become Su-
perintendent at Tri-Valley 

School District at the end 
of June. Everyone wished 
him well, completing a 
night full of musical appre-
ciation.

FALLSBURG – Ben-
jamin Cosor Elementary 
School students from the 
beginning and concert 
bands, the bell choir, re-
corder ensembles, and 
school chorus entertained a 
delighted audience of fami-
lies, staff and guests in the 
Fallsburg High School Au-
ditorium on the evening of 
May 15.

Principal Mary Kate 
Stinehour warmly wel-
comed everyone and ac-
knowledged Choral Direc-
tor Andrea Henderson and 
Band Director Lauren Ber-
nard in putting the event 
together, with hard work 
and dedication from the 
children and the support of 
the families. Leon Hilfstein 

FALLSBURG – The An-
nual Spring Concert on 
May 17 filled the Fallsburg 
High School auditorium 
with fantastic selections 
from the choral ensembles 
and junior and senior bands 
led by Choral Director Col-
leen Barber and Band Di-
rector Danna Clear, respec-
tively. Accompanying the 
Chamber and Junior Senior 
Choruses were Leon Hilf-
stein on piano and student 
Jake Scanna on drums.

Several choral soloists 
performed beautifully, in-
cluding Brittany Lent and 
Guillermo Granados in 
“Fly Away Home” and Brit-
tany’s younger sister, Mad-
ison Lent, and Ethan Med-
nick in “You Make Me Feel 
So Young.”  The Senior 
Band featured an outstand-
ing flute solo by Elisabeth 
Lake, who earned much 
recognition during the eve-
ning for her musicianship 
from the State of New York 

and the High School.
Both Ms. Barber and Ms. 

Clear honored their stu-
dents by announcing NY 
State, Area and County 
Awards earned by them. 
They also handed out in-
dividual awards for most 
improved and outstanding 
musicianship. At the Spring 
Concert, High School Prin-
cipal Mike Williams pre-
sented some worthy musi-
cians with Hertz-LaRuffa 
Scholarship Awards named 
in honor of two outstand-
ing Band Directors at Falls-
burg High School.  These 
awards went to Rachel Col-
lura, Jaclyn Hatt, Alisson 
Martinez, Julia Batista and 
Elisabeth Lake.

After graduating senior 
chorus members received 
roses and words of thanks 
from their younger friends, 
the chorus surprised Prin-
cipal Williams with special 
gifts in appreciation of his 
support for their programs 

PHOTO PROVIDED
BCES Band Director Lauren Bernard (center) presents  Most 
Improved Instrumentalist Awards to Jaedon Espinoza  (left) 
and Angelina Levner.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fallsburg High School Principal Mike Williams (far left), presents Hertz-LaRuffa Scholarships to (left to right) Rachel Collura, 
Jaclyn Hatt, Alisson Martinez, Julia Batista, and Elisabeth Lake. 

velop a sense of place and 
find their voice on issues 
that are important to them,” 
said Anne-Louise Scan-
dariato, Volunteer Program 
Manager at Sullivan Re-
naissance.  

The 2018 Sullivan Re-
naissance interns are: 

• Mikai Baptiste –Calli-
coon Business Associa-
tion
• Emily Carey – Village 
of Woodridge
• Sebastian Dao – Town 
of Tusten
• Mikayla DeGraw – 
Town of Fallsburg
• Nathaniel DePaul – 
Livingston Manor Re-

naissance
• Jarod Hellerer – Swan 
Lake Renaissance
• Hailee Kolvenbach – 
Town of Lumberland 
Parks and Recreation
• Arly Marin-Leon – 
Village of Jeffersonville
• Cheyanne Matulewich 
– Neversink Renais-
sance
• Morgan Mitchell – 
Town of Thompson
• Nina Mota – Town of 
Bethel
• Benjamin Quakenbush 
– Town of Liberty
• Parker Rosencranse – 
Town of Rockland
• Amanda Werkmeister 

FALLSBURG HONORED
by Today’s Students Tomorrow’s Teachers

FA L L S B U R G - - 
One of the goals of 
the Today’s Students 
Tomorrow’s Teach-
ers (TSTT) is to sup-
port children of color 
in junior and senior 
high schools in New 
York and the North-
east who aspire to 
attend college. The 
organization encour-
ages these students 
to come back to teach 
at their home school 
districts. TSTT hon-
ored three Fallsburg 
High School gradu-
ates that did just that. 
After receiving col-
lege educations, Ya-
dira Granados and 
Isabel Mejia are now 

employed at FCSD as 
English as New Lan-
guage teachers, and 
Irvin Lemus as a bi-
lingual aid.

Also honored at the 
TSTT 2018 Recogni-
tion Brunch for the 
Mid-Hudson Valley 
Region (MHVR) was 
FCSD for its tenth 
year of participation 
in the program. Su-
perintendent Dr. Ivan 
Katz and Assistant 
Superintendent of In-
struction Dr. Matthew 
Evans received the 
award from Ms. Su-
san Schmidt, TSTT’s 
MHVR Advisory 
Council Chair.

PHOTO PROVIDED
A group of Sullivan Renaissance interns listen to County Recycling Coordinator Bill Cutler 
during their training session at Cornell Cooperative Extension in May.

– SUNY Sullivan
For more information 

call 845-295-2445 or visit 
www.Su l l ivanRena i s -
sance.org. 

Sullivan Renaissance is 
a beautification and com-
munity development pro-
gram principally funded by 
the Gerry Foundation with 
support from Bold Gold 
Media Group, DVEIGHT 
Magazine, The River 
Reporter, The Sullivan 
County Democrat, and the 
Times Herald Record.  For 
information, call 845-295-
2445 or www.sullivanre-
naissance.org.

(4th Grade) went to Alexia 
Clark;

Outstanding Recorder 
Awards were awarded to 
Adira V. Greer Padilla and 
Cecilia Norris Yanes; Out-
standing Bell Choir Awards 
went to Jordan Batista and 
Bella Muscia; and Out-
standing Chorus Awards to 
Catherine Perna, Kyleigh 
Avery, and Justin Nicolai. 

Band awards were Over-
all Outstanding Musician 
to Willson Torres Martinez;

Outstanding Band Mem-
ber to Emily Perna; Out-
standing Band Member 
to Ariana Wall-Carty; and 
Most Improved Instrumen-
talist to Jaedon Espinoza 
and Angelina Levner.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Honored at the 2018 TSTT Recognition Brunch for the Mid-Hud-
son Valley Region  were (seated) FCSD English as New Language 
(ENL) teachers Yadira Granados (left) and Isabel Mejia (center), 
and Bi-lingual Aid Irvin Lemus (right). Also at the luncheon were 
Assistant Superintendent of Instruction Dr. Matthew Evans (stand-
ing left) and Superintendent Dr. Ivan Katz.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire 
Department is always 
looking for help, to fight 
fire or support those who 
do. We even supply all of 
the gear and provide all 
of the training needed, for 
free. Stop by any Monday 
night and find out how you 
can help.

The “Burn Ban” has 
expired. From the start of 
the ban in March to when 
things started to green up 
by my count we had about 
five really nice days dur-
ing the “Burn Ban.” Most 
years it is about a three 
week period of brush fires. 
On all five days we had 
large-scale brush fires that 
involved at least six fire 
departments per incident. 
Included in that count is 
a large-scale incident in 
Fallsburg that may have 
been the result of a brush 
fire with dry conditions 
contributing to its spread. 
At these fires a firetruck 
was in an accident and 
sustained major damage, 
four firefighters were in-
jured, with one requiring 
a three day hospital stay, 
and 17 buildings were de-
stroyed. It is not safe or 
wise to have an open burn 
when everything is dry 
and brown.

The weather also played 
a role in events in the 
middle of May. With pos-
sible tornadoes and high 
winds, the southern part 
of the county suffered se-
vere damage and the loss 

of power for the better part 
of a week. This was the 
exact same area that suf-
fered in the March storms. 
We were lucky in our area 
as most of us didn’t lose 
power, and if we did it 
was for only a short pe-
riod of time. During this 
time frame there were two 
major structure fires, one 
in Youngsville and one in 
Narrowsburg. Firefighters 
were busy in their own fire 
district or assisting others 
throughout that week.

Many fire departments 
did an outstanding job of 
helping their towns with 
the loss of power by dis-
tributing water and dry ice 
to their residents and sup-
plying manpower to aid 
other departments at the 
major fires. 

The 8th Annual Bill 
Carlson Golf Classic was 
also a victim of the weath-
er. With rain, cold and 
wind predicted for the day 
of the event, it was moved 
to August 18. That means 
you still have time to sign 
up to play, sponsor a Tee 
Box or donate a prize to 
the event. Just contact 
John at (845) 866-6431.

Hoping the weather 
doesn’t play a part the 
17th Annual Morningside 
Fishing Classic sponsored 
by the Town of Fallsburg 
Parks and Recreation Pro-
gram, the Hurleyville Fire 
Department and the Loch 
Sheldrake Fire Depart-
ment. The contest will be 

June 11, 1937

Woodridge Woman 
Killed Under Train 

on Her Birthday

Mrs. Paula Kupper, fifty-
five year old Woodridge 
woman, was instantly killed 
Monday afternoon a short 
distance from her husband’s 
dry goods store in Woodridge 
when she reportedly fell be-
neath the side of a locomo-
tive of a northbound O&W 
freight train on the Railroad 
Avenue crossing, about 100 
feet north of the Woodridge 
station. She observed her 
55th birthday on that day.

Dr. William Fernhoff, Wo-
odridge health officer, report-
ed that he had given a verdict 
of accidental death.

A crossing watchman, Wil-
liam Pirnos, was on duty at 
the time of the accident, but 
stood on the opposite side of 
the crossing from Mrs. Kup-
per.

Judge Cooke Marks 
Banks Murder Trial 
For Week of June 14

Trial of Douglas Banks on 
a first degree murder charge 
was definitely set for June 
fourteenth by County Judge 
George L. Cooke at the cal-
endar call for the June term of 
the court.

The term will open Monday 
and the first criminal case of 
the three thus far announced 
will go to trial Tuesday. 

Judge Cooke said he would 
order an additional venire 
drawn for the Banks case, as 

It’s June, which means 
summer is just around the 
corner (finally)!

 It also means that we’re 
gearing up for summer read-
ing here at the Fallsburg Li-
brary. 

This year’s theme is “Li-
braries Rock!”  We have tons 
of awesome programs and 
crafts planned for all ages to 
show just how much we rock. 
We’ll be meeting some ex-
otic animals while learning 
about the music and cultures 
of the places they come from 
with Animal Embassy, learn-
ing some “mad science” with 
Mad Science of the Hud-
son Valley, and teens will 
be learning about the art of 
henna tattoos while receiv-
ing some of our own. We also 
have some lectures lined up 
with Sullivan County Histo-
rian, John Conway, about the 
history of Sullivan County 
libraries and the Woodstock 
Music and Arts festival. Pri-
ority for our programs is 
given to those registered for 
summer reading, so be sure to 
stop in to sign up!

We will also be giving 
out some awesome prizes for 
those who keep a reading log 
of what they’ve read. Readers 
will earn tickets which they 

can use to “buy” prizes or to 
enter raffles to win some of 
our larger prizes...including a 
pair of passes to Comic Con! 

Now that you’re just as 
excited for summer as we 
are, check out these great 
programs we have coming up 
in June:

The whole month of June 
we will be accepting Summer 
Reading sign-ups. On June 
6, teens and preteens ages 
12+ are welcome to join us 
to make a perler bead bowl. 
A perler bead is a plastic bead 
that melts under the heat of 
an iron. June 7 will be our last 
ladies night until September. 
We’ll be making gorgeous 
paper roses out of maps. June 
13 is our family night, and 
everyone is welcome to come 
create a friendship bracelet. 
On Monday, June 4  and June 
11, we will continue our Chil-
dren’s Craft Night at 6 p.m. 
Tuesdays, June 5, 12 and 19 
we will have our preschool 
story hour at 10 a.m. 

After June 19, our pro-
grams will be on a brief break 
to prepare for our Summer 
Reading Program. 

Please keep an eye out for 
all of our fun summer pro-
grams starting on July 9!

PHOTO PROVIDED
Sullivan County Court Judge George L. Cooke presided over 
the trial of Douglas Banks in June of 1937.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

disqualifications in the origi-
nal panel may not leave a 
sufficient number of jurors to 
hear the trial.

The Banks case will be the 
only first degree murder trial 
in Sullivan County in thirteen 
years, although the crime for 
which he was indicted oc-
curred more than sixteen 
years ago. Banks is accused 
of killing Morris Nasofer, a 
Parksville hotel man.

Ross Admits Murder 
Guilt, Halts Trial

Mischa Ross, formerly of 
Sullivan County, pleaded 

guilty Monday to second de-
gree murder in connection 
with the death of Tania Lubo-
va, night club violinist, killed 
with a hammer in a Times 
Square studio April eigh-
teenth. He will be sentenced 
June twenty-first.

The thirty-one year old 
Broadway booking agent, 
who kept a Sunday afternoon 
tryst with the twenty-four 
year old violinist and beat her 
to death when she resisted his 
advances, faces a sentence of 
twenty years to life.

Ross had been arrested at 
the Mountaindale home of his 
estranged wife the day after 

FROM THE
FALLSBURG
LIBRARY

held on Saturday, June 16 
at the Morningside Lake 
on Brickman Road in Hur-
leyville. This is the first 
day of the 2018 Bass Sea-
son. The contest starts at 5 
a.m. and ends at 1 p.m.

There will trophies for 
first, second and third in 
three different categories: 
Bass, Walleye and Pick-
erel. In addition, there will 
a Lunker prize of $50.00 
for the largest single bass, 
pickerel or walleye by 
weight caught at the con-
test.

Registration will take 

place at the lake and will 
be $10.00 per person.

Fishing can be from 
boats with trolling motors 
only and everyone in the 
boat must be registered, or 
you can fish from shore. 
Unfortunately there will 
not be any rowboats to 
rent. You can call me for 
more information at (845) 
796-8598

To see pictures of win-
ners from previous years, 
visit us at www.hurleyvil-
leny.com and go to the 
bottom of the page.

the murder.

Local Girls Win Prize 
in Amateur Contest of 

County

The Hurleyville Girls Sex-
tette, reduced to a quintet by 
the illness of their soprano, 
Mollie Wood, on Sunday 
night was awarded second 
prize in the fourth annual 
Sullivan County Amateur 
Contest held at the Young’s 
Gap Hotel in Parksville.

A large group of perform-
ers competed for honors be-
fore an audience of nearly 
five hundred people. The 
Young Folk’s League of Sul-
livan County sponsored the 
show, which was followed by 
a dance.

David Leider of Monticel-
lo, a singer, was awarded first 
prize; the Hurleyville girls 
second; and Edward Hones, 
Roscoe cornet player, was 
third. Prizes were $10, $5, 
and $3.

Betrothed Couple Feted 
By Friends

Miss Sarah Hillman and 
Herbert Billowitz, both of 
Hurleyville, who plan to be 
married next Saturday, June 
19, were honored by their 
friends on Wednesday eve-
ning when Miss Hillman was 
tendered a surprise shower 
at the Shady Nook Country 
Club and Mr. Billowitz was 
given a stag party in his hon-
or at the Morningside Hotel.

About sixty attended the 
shower; about fifty attended 
the stag party.

Dramatic Workshop Presents
ONE ACTS FESTIVAL

Sometimes all is not as 
it seems, as we find out in 
“Snakes in a Lunch Box” by 
Arthur M. Jolley. Directed 
by Harold Tighe and featur-
ing Nicole Lavere, Jayden 
Ramsay and Hannah Veety.

In “Rough Day on the 
Street” by Eitan Loewen-
stein, the humans of Sesame 
Street are convinced that the 
Muppets are not only real, 
but out to get them. Will the 
humans rise to take out the 
Muppets or will they col-
lapse under the pressure? 
Directed by Josh Rosen-
grant and featuring Rudy 

Dieudonne, Kim Schnee-
berger, Chris Renninger and 
Mekayla Perneszi.

“Look Me in the Eye” by 
Lindsay Price brings us to a 
future where teenagers are 
obedient, polite and respect-
ful. This is due in large part 
to the government-required 
“Observation Sessions.” But 
there’s a dark underside to 
this Utopian vision. After 
learning her brother is sched-
uled to be “observed,” one of 
the most obedient students 
starts to question the system. 
She must decide whether to 
remain obedient or speak 

SOUTH FALLSBURG 
– Six short plays will be 
presented when the 2018 
One Acts Festival takes the 
stage at the Rivoli Theatre 
in South Fallsburg as the 
Sullivan County Dramatic 
Workshop season continues. 
The longest standing com-
munity theatre organization 
in our area, the SCDW has 
provided quality, award-
winning productions since 
1950. Performances will be 
held June 8-10, 15-17.

Producer Jim Schmidt has 
put together the program 
and stage manager Dawn 
Perneszi keeps the produc-
tion moving smoothly. 

“Snow Stars” by Anne 
Sawyer is a timeless piece 
that speaks of loss, love and 
a time long ago shared by 
two old souls, directed by 
Heather Strauss and featur-
ing Harold Tighe and Kim 
Schneeberger.

“Locked Away” by Pe-
ter Nastasi is the story of a 
championship team, a be-
loved coach, and dark se-
crets revealed, directed by 
Harold Tighe and featuring 
Jim Fedroff, Peter Nastasi 
and Harold Tighe.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Harold Tighe, Pete Nastasi, and Jim Fedroff (left to right) 
star in the Sullivan County Dramatic Workshop production, 
“Locked Away.”

out and face the conse-
quences. Directed by Kim 
Schneeberger, with a cast 
that includes Nicole Levere, 
Becky Salerno, Hannah 
Veety, Julia Kurthy and Me-
kayla Perneszi.

“Mrs. Sorkin” by Christo-
pher Durang is a monologue 
to explain drama…sort 
of.  Amber Schmidt directs 
and performs. 

The One Act Festival will 
be staged in the Nartoff-
Wells Auditorium of the 
Rivoli Theatre, 5243 Route 
42 (Main Street), South 
Fallsburg with performanc-
es Friday and Saturday, June 
8, 9, 15 and 16 at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday, June 10 and 17 at 2 
p.m. General admission is 
$15 for adults, $12 for se-
niors (60+), students with a 
valid student ID, and mili-
tary veterans. Tickets will 
be available at the box office 
one hour before curtain for 
each performance or can be 
purchased in advance online 
at www.ShowTix4U.com.

For additional informa-
tion, log onto www.SCDW.
net or phone (845) 436-
5336.

by Kelly Wells & 
Amanda Letohic
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‘TIS THE SEASON!

LIKE A LION PART IV
Fallsburg Constable 

Bronco Kelly has been 
called in to help investigate 
a mysterious death in Hur-
leyville after the mutilated 
body of a man is found 
near the Smith Hill Cut on 
the O&W Railway. Sulli-
van County Sheriff Walter 
Flynn and Deputy Sheriff 
Jay Lass think the man 
might have been mauled 
by a mountain lion, but 
Bronco has assured them 
that is not the case. Here is 
Part IV of our story….

Newly Richards had just 
delivered a bombshell.

In the wake of the dis-
covery of three mutilated 
bodies discovered over a 
period of months along the 
O&W railroad tracks, the 
latest one in Hurleyville, he 
had told me first that people 
were blaming the deaths on 
an old Indian legend of an 
underground panther, sup-
posedly roaming the area 
for more than a century 
feasting on game and resi-
dents alike. Then, without 
skipping a beat, he com-
pletely changed his tune.

“There is a man who trav-
els the rails,” he had said. 
“He has no home, he has no 
family. He carries his be-
longings in a flour sack. He 
comes through Hurleyville 
every now and again. They 
call him the Claw Man. 
That’s who you need to 

find.”
I was stunned. 
“The Claw Man?” I final-

ly managed.
“He travels the rails,” he 

repeated. “He has no home, 
he has no family. He carries 
his belongings in a flour 
sack. He comes through 
Hurleyville every now and 
again. They call him the 
Claw Man. That’s who you 
need to find.”

With that admonition, 
Richards turned and walked 
away. Just like that.

I called after him, but 
he didn’t stop, and before 
I could decide to go after 
him for more information, 
he was out of view. I was 
totally confused, as much 
because of Richards’ repu-
tation around town for be-
ing more than just a bit ec-
centric as from what he had 
actually said.

The Claw Man.
It was certainly a major 

revelation, if it could be 
taken seriously. I decided to 
try to find out, and as soon 
as I returned home I placed 
a call to Jay Lass, hoping 
he could guide me as to 
whether or not to pass this 
information along to Sher-
iff Walter Flynn.

Jay advised me that New 
York State Police Sgt. Tom 
Mangan had joined the in-
vestigation and had asked 
to meet everyone involved, 

Bronco disguised himself as a hobo and snuck aboard a boxcar full of empty milk cans when 
the train stopped at the High View station.

An Original Short Story by Jack Robbin 
Illustration by Carol Smith

self. In the meantime, he 
and Sheriff Flynn agreed to 
have their men on the look-
out for Newly Richards so 
he could be brought in for 
further questioning.

They asked me if I would 
consider doing the under-
cover work.

“With your size and mili-
tary training you are prob-
ably more capable than 
anyone else of taking care 
of yourself in the event of 
a confrontation,” Mangan 
had said.

And although Irene was 
not thrilled with the pros-
pect, I prepared to hit the 
rails the next day.

I decided that it would 
lessen the chance of me 
being recognized and my 
cover inadvertently being 
blown if I caught the train 
somewhere other than in 
Hurleyville, so mid-morn-
ing the next day I drove to 
Bloomingburg and parked 
my car at the High View 
station about noon. Sgt. 
Mangan met me there a few 
minutes later, and alerted 
the stationmaster that I 
would be hopping a freight 
car on the 12:30 train dis-
guised as a tramp, and was 
not to be hassled. 

I put on a tattered shirt, 

tied a bandana around my 
neck, rubbed some lamp 
black on my forehead and 
chin, and donned an old 
cowboy hat with the brim 
folded up on one side like 
Teddy Roosevelt in his 
Rough Rider days. Then I 
hid among the weeds just 
south of the station and 
waited for the train.

Almost exactly on time, 
the train pulled into the sta-
tion, and a handful of pas-
sengers got off. I could hear 
one of the livery men who 
had been waiting there in 
his car calling out for any-
one looking for transpor-
tation to the Sha-wan-ga 
Lodge. I caught sight of Sgt. 
Mangan, who was milling 
around the entrance to the 
station in his uniform, pre-
sumably for no other reason 
than to attract the attention 
of any traveler who might 
otherwise allow their gaze 
to wander down along the 
tracks where I would be ex-
posed to view for about 30 
seconds.

I found a box car loaded 
with empty milk cans and 
hoisted myself aboard. It 
was dark inside and smelled 
of sour milk. I slid the door 
closed, made my way to 
a corner of the car and 

dropped to the floor, sit-
ting with my back against 
the wall, legs spread out in 
front of me. With the door 
closed I couldn’t see more 
than a few inches in front of 
me, so I tried to concentrate 
on listening, which I knew 
would be fruitless once the 
train began to move.

There were muffled voic-
es from outside. I couldn’t 
make out what was being 
said, but I could tell it was 
two men, speaking softly. 
Then I heard the door of the 
car behind mine slide open 
and closed. A moment later 
there were some scuffling 
noises from behind me and 
then all sounds were lost 
as the train began to move 
and everything else was 
drowned out.

One thing was clear: I had 
no idea who, but I had com-
pany.

Constable Bronco Kelly 
has gone undercover in an 
attempt to find “the Claw 
Man,” suspected of killing 
three men along the O&W 
tracks. Dressed as a hobo, 
he has jumped the train in 
Bloomingburg. Find out 
who else is on board in the 
next chapter of Like a Lion 
in the July edition of The 
Hurleyville Sentinel.

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
by Kathleen Sullivan

“ROSE GARFINKEL”

Daughter, sister, wife, mother, 
grandmother, great-grandmoth-
er, business woman, volunteer 
extraordinaire…Rose Garfinkel 
was truly a remarkable woman!

Born in Brooklyn on October 
11, 1915, Rose was the daughter 
of Samuel and Anna Aronowitz 
Karlitz. The family also includ-
ed her sisters, Helen and Tess, 
and her brother, Irving.

Rose began her career work-
ing part-time at a small depart-
ment store owned by her aunt 
and uncle when she was 11 
years old. Her responsibilities at 
the store grew and she became 
the store manager while she at-
tended City College at night.

She continued to work at the 
store until the day before she 
married Joseph Garfinkel on 
April 14, 1940.

Rose and Joe owned and 
operated the New Edgewood 
Hotel in Loch Sheldrake for 30 
years. Rose learned Yiddish and 
took care of telephone sales. 
She was the manager of room 
and dining table assignments, 
public relations director, chief 
bookkeeper and food taster for 

Joe’s cooking. At the same time, 
Rose and Joe made the hotel the 
center of togetherness for their 
extended families.

Rose and Joe spent winters in 
Hurleyville with their children, 
Gerald and Sheila. They be-
came members of Congregation 
Anschei and Sheila and Gerald 
attended the Hurleyville School.

After Joe passed away in 
1978 Rose began her amazing 
career as a volunteer. 

Rose was a foster grandmoth-
er at the Woodbourne Head 
Start program for two years and 
was called “Grandma Rose” by 
the children and staff there.

She volunteered for more 
than 3,000 hours a year at 
Community General Hospi-
tal/Catskill Regional Medical 
Center for over 25 years. She 
manned the information desk, 
fed patients, supplied all the 
pantries and called bingo games 
in the Skilled Nursing Unit. As 
a member of the Hudson Val-
ley Developmental Disability 

Services Organization and the 
Senior Companion Program, 
Rose also worked with disabled 
residents in the Skilled Nurs-
ing Unit. Rose was a member 
of the Auxiliary at the hospital 
and managed the books for the 
group’s annual “Antiques in 
August” fund-raiser. Rose spent 
so much time helping others 
at the hospital that one of her 
great-granddaughters referred 
to CRMC as “Momma Rose’s 
Home.”

An active participant in the 
Office of the Aging R.S.V.P. 
program, Rose was recognized 
often as the group’s Volunteer 
of the Year.

In 2003, the Fallsburg Ma-
sonic Lodge bestowed upon 
Rose the highest honor for a 
non-Mason, the organization’s 
DeWitt Clinton Award, in rec-
ognition of her outstanding gen-
erosity.

Rose was dedicated to her 
family. She enjoyed traveling 
each year to Florida to visit her 
siblings. Vacations with her 
family gave her the opportunity 
to bond one-on-one with her be-
loved grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

Rose is remembered by 
her family and friends for her 
strength, her skills and her en-
durance. Her niece, Madeleine, 
paid tribute to Rose: “I know 

that a part of your bright shin-
ing spirit will always live on in-
side of me and everyone you’ve 
touched…like a beacon in the 
night.”

Rose passed away peacefully 
on January 1, 2007 in “Momma 

Rose’s Home” at the age of 91. 
Rose is one of Hurleyville’s 

many special treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com 

to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville. 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Rose Garfinkel in a promo-
tional photo for Community 
General Hospital in 1995.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Rose and Joe on their wedding day, April 14, 1940.

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

No, folks, it is not Christ-
mas or New Year’s.  Sorry.  
But it is the time that marks 
the beginning of the summer 
season, a time for sunshine, 
fun, picnics and family enjoy-
ment. 

However, with that comes 
traffic, lots of people, and 
crowded shopping centers.

Unfortunately, emergen-
cies and calamities also join 
us with the warm weather that 
is now upon us. It would be 
prudent and wise to prepare 
for the heat of summer, crazy 
drivers on the road, and the 
possibility of severe weather. 
Always remember that with 
heat and playtime comes the 
possibility of dehydration and 
heat exhaustion. When enjoy-
ing the beauty of the “Rails 
to Trails,” be sure to carry a 
bottle of water and work your 
way up to that mile or two. 
Take your time, take breaks 
and smell the greenery. When 
your body is not used to the 
change in weather or your new 
desire to exercise, it doesn’t 
take much to dehydrate. Take 
a break near the “rock cut” 
and enjoy the coolness of the 
temperature change.

In recent years, we have 
also noticed a change in 
weather patterns. It seems 
that Mother Nature has found 
a new home for flooding, se-
vere thunderstorms, and tor-
nadic activity. Be prepared by 
having enough food and water 
to hold you over for a couple 
of days should you lose pow-
er and enough flashlights and 
batteries for the overnight 
hours. Remember . . . Mobile-
medic Headquarters in Hur-
leyville and the Hurleyville 
Fire Department have genera-
tors in case you need shelter 
or other assistance.

As the busy season soon 
approaches, you will begin 
to see a rise in medical emer-
gencies. With more First Re-
sponders and ambulances on 
our roadways, we ask that 
you be mindful of and alerted 
to emergency vehicles, lights 
and sirens. Traffic hinders re-
sponse time to those in need. 
Car radios and air condition-
ers reduce your ability to hear 
an approaching emergency 
vehicle.

Over the next 10 weeks, the 
population of Sullivan Coun-
ty will quadruple. Our out-
of-town visitors and second 
homeowners will be here to 
enjoy the beauty of our coun-
ty. Additionally, the Ortho-
dox community will fill their 
camps with children to study 
and recreate. The Orthodox 
community is served by an 
ambulance service known 
as Hatzolah, the Jewish term 
for “rescue.” They are skilled 
EMS volunteers that do their 
best to mix pleasure with ser-
vice. Over the years 

Mobilemedic EMS and 
local volunteer ambulance 
agencies have worked side 
by side with Hatzolah Ambu-
lance. Resources sometimes 
become limited due to the 
increase in call volume. All 
agencies in the county have 
agreed to mutual aid each oth-
er in times of need. During the 
winter months, when the Or-
thodox population returns to 
the city, Mobilemedic serves 
as Hatzolah’s primary mutual 
aid provider. This mutual as-
sistance assures our residents 
and visitors the best in re-
sponse and care.

Let us all enjoy a safe sum-
mer by taking a little better 
care of . . . . . you!

Be well, Hurleyville!

so Jay was calling around 
trying to set up a meeting 
that evening at the Sheriff’s 
home across the street from 
the jail. 

“I’ll be there,” I told him.
Irene was not very happy 

with me going out again, but 
she was even less thrilled 
when I returned from the 
meeting and shared a plan 
we had hatched to try to 
find The Claw Man.

Sgt. Mangan was becom-

ing somewhat of a legend in 
the local law enforcement 
community, having been in-
volved in several high pro-
file cases, including joining 
the Feds in the arrest of the 
bootlegger Waxey Gordon 
in White Lake in May of 
1933. He listened intently 
as first Sheriff Flynn and 
then Jay Lass filled him in 
on the details of the case. 
Next, I relayed the story of 
my chance encounter with 

Newly Richards in Hur-
leyville and his admonition 
to find “the Claw Man.” 

Sgt. Mangan was quiet 
for a full two minutes be-
fore he finally spoke.  

He told us he thought 
someone should go under-
cover and travel by train to 
the various hobo hangouts 
along the route in hopes of 
finding someone who knew 
more about the character 
if not the Claw Man him-



MIDDLETOWN – The Or-
ange County Interscholastic 
Athletic Association (OCIAA) 
honored 2017-2018 Scholar 
Athletes from high school 
members of the Association 
with a breakfast on May 22 
at Kuhl’s Highland House in 
Middletown. Fallsburg High 
School’s Jennifer Davila and 
Justin Mednick earned the 
honor for their school.

To be awarded this designa-
tion a student must have met 
all of the following require-
ments:

• Top 20% class ranking

• Participation in at least one 
varsity sport
• Above average athlete
• Outstanding citizenship 
Ms. Davila ranked second 

in her graduating class; Mr. 
Mednick ranked tenth. Ms. 
Davila participated as soccer 
All-Star athlete, softball team 
captain, and cheerleading 
team captain and MVP. She 
will be attending Quinnipiac 
University. Mr. Mednick was 
active on the soccer team, in-
door track, and outdoor track 
and field. He will be attending 
SUNY Geneseo in the fall.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor
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Fallsburg Scholar Athletes 
Honored by OCIAA

by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – Why 
aren’t there more women 
in computer science ca-
reers?

The Bureau of Labor 
Statistics projects growth 
in computer science jobs 
of 15-20% by 2022, but the 
vast majority of computer 
science jobs will be pur-
sued and filled by men. As 
STEM-related industries 
will add over a million jobs 
in the coming years, there 
continues to be a notable 
absence of women in the 
field. 

According to the Nation-

al Center for Educational 
Statistics, women obtain 
57% of all bachelor’s de-
grees in the U.S., but fewer 
than 18% of those degrees 
are in computer science. 
By contrast, in 1984 wom-
en comprised nearly 37% 
of computer science under-
graduates.

Several organizations 
have formed in the past 
6 years to address these 
gaps. Girls Who Code is 
one of them. 

By creating after school 
clubs, specialized summer 
courses, and summer im-
mersion programs for 12 
to 18-year-old girls, Girls 

Who Code (GWC) has 
reached over 90,000 girls 
from all backgrounds in 
all 50 states. According to 
their website, Club girls 
join a safe and supportive 
environment of peers and 
role models and learn to 
see themselves as comput-
er scientists. Beyond the 
club, girls can tap into an 
alumni network of tens of 
thousands of girls across 
the country who are using 
computer science to solve 
problems they care about.

The Hurleyville Mak-
ers Lab (HML) is an offi-
cial site for the GWC after 
school coding club, aimed 
at sixth through twelfth 
graders. Club girls learn 
the concepts of loops, vari-
ables, conditionals, and 
functions that form the 
basis for all programming 
languages — whether they 
want to build a website, an 
app, or a robot. Returning 
club girls can deepen their 
programming knowledge 
through extended activity 
sets. 

The HML Girls Who 
Code Club began in early 
May through the efforts of 
HML web designer Ellyane 
Hutchinson and Laurie An-
dreola, a Hurleyville native 
and Fallsburg high school 
graduate who is employed 
by the Pfizer Corporation. 
Laurie earned a degree 
in Computer Science and 
began her career as a web 
designer, progressed to 
managing the servers that 
hosted the web sites along 
with coding, and eventu-
ally moved to automating 
the deployment of servers 

in the cloud through infra-
structure as code. 

Laurie became interested 
in the male dominated field 
of computers while attend-
ing college as a pre-vet 
major. In her second year, 
she took an introduction 
to programing class. She 
loved it and excelled, so 
much that the instructor 
suggested she change her 
major to Computer Sci-
ence. She has been in tech-
nology ever since. 

“I have been in IT for 
over 15 years and during 
that time I have had to get 
used to being a woman in 
a male dominated field,” 
Ms. Andreola shared. “It 
has improved tremendous-
ly over the years, but, es-
pecially when I started, I 
would literally be the only 
women in a room full of 
men.

“I feel we need to en-
courage girls to go into 
science and technology. 
I would like to help them 
realize that programing is 
not just for nerds and so-
cially awkward people as 
depicted in television and 
movies. Anyone can do 
it and it can be an excit-
ing and challenging career 
where you are rarely ever 
bored,” she said.

Ms. Hutchinson, a na-
tive of Mountaindale and 
graduate of NYU, earned 
a bachelor’s degree in film 
and TV Production. While 
working at Nickelodeon 
and Disney Productions on 
shows like Little Einsteins, 
she learned Flash Ani-
mation and web design, 
making lots of friends and 

connections in the indus-
try. Ellyane worked with 
female producers and feels 
that though there is a need 
for more women in tech 
and production related 
jobs, those that are already 
in the field aren’t acknowl-
edged enough.

THE GWC club at the 
Makers lab meets every 
Friday at 3:30 p.m. Six 
girls make up the group, 
ranging in age from 12 to 
17. After three sessions, it 
is clear that everyone feels 
comfortable enough to ask 
a question or make the oth-
ers laugh. During the third 
session, the girls learned 
to use binary code to write 
their names and create pa-
per bracelets.

Each of the six girls in 
the club has her own rea-

sons for participating.
Julie Helthaler is the old-

est in the group, a graduat-
ing senior from Tri Valley, 
who just finished a selec-
tive early college program 
for motivated and mature 
high school students at 
Clarkson University. In the 
fall, she will attend Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute, majoring in Aeronau-
tical Engineering, where 
she looks forward to new 
opportunities and chal-
lenges. As an aspiring en-
gineer, Julie possesses a 
significant appreciation for 
the value of coding skills. 

“Girls Who Code is a 
program designed to reach 
girls of all backgrounds and 
provide them with not only 
information but bonds to 
other girls and a safe space 

to explore their techno-
logical interests,” she said. 
”The club provides the 
tools and support needed 
to encourage young girls 
at the most critical stages 
of life, to feel empowered 
to strive for excellence, 
be inventive, and not be 
discouraged to explore a 
male-dominated field. The 
club has taught me more 
about the wide application 
and possibilities of coding 
as well as the purpose of 
using different languages 
for varying purposes.”

Madison Kehoe, a ninth 
grader at Monticello, is 
also in the inaugural Girls 
Who Code club at HML. 
She likes the club, noting 
that she never coded be-
fore, and finds it to be logi-
cal and sensible. She will 

consider taking more tech 
classes in high school and 
might even look at Com-
puter Science as a college 
focus.     

Lily Siciliano is one of 
the youngest members 
of the club. She said she 
never coded before and is 
definitely more interested 
in coding since she joined 
the group.

Emma DeGraw and An-
gelina Levner are sixth 
graders from Fallsburg, as 
well as friends who joined 
the GWC club together. 
They both have done some 
coding in school, and while 
Angelina likes the projects 
and activities, Emma likes 
getting to know other girls 
who have the same inter-
est.

2017 EMPIRE LEAGUE BATTING 
CHAMP BACK WITH EXPLORERS ADVENTURE TEAM CHALLENGE 2018

LOCH SHELDRAKE – The 
Empire Professional Baseball 
League batting champ from 
2017 has been assigned to play 
with the Sullivan Explorers 
again, where he will look to re-
peat as batting champ in 2018.

Outfielder Samuel Carter hit 
.354 in 176 Plate Appearances 
for Sullivan last season, with 2 
Home Runs and 25 runs bat-
ted in. Mr. Carter transitioned 
from third base to the outfield 
in 2017 and will look to be-
come even more valuable by 
adding first base to his resume 
this year.

“This guy crushes balls. In 
the three rounds he got today 
he must have hit 10 or 12 balls 
375 feet or longer,” said Em-
pire League Vice President of 
Baseball Jerry Gonzalez fol-
lowing the league’s California 
tryouts in April. “There was 
a reason he was the batting 
champ last year and I’m in-

terested to see if he can repeat 
this year. Hopefully we can 
help him advance [to a higher 
level minor league] this time 
around.” 

Mr. Carter will join the Ex-
plorers team, where first year 
manager Joey Molina has been 

named the new manager.
The Empire League is hold-

ing spring training in Dela-
ware from June 4-8 to finalize 
the 120 roster spots available. 
Like no other camp in the 
world, the EPBL is the only 
league that offers 120 or more 
contracts at their tryout camps. 

The Sullivan Explorers 
open their season on June 14 
in Concord, NH, against the 
expansion New Hampshire 
Wild. Following a four game 
set there, the Explorers open 
their home season at Gener-
als Park in Loch Sheldrake on 
June 20, taking on the league’s 
other new team, the Delaware 
Bucks.

For a full schedule, go 
to http://explorersbaseball.
com/2018-schedule/.

by John Simon

HURLEYVILLE – Nor-
mally you see me writing 
the monthly article, “From 
the Weather Center,” and it 
is hard for me not to report 
on this past month’s crazy 
weather, from powerful rain-
storms, hail, and nine tor-
nadoes leaving some areas 
without power for almost a 
week. There were more than 
a dozen downbursts, micro-
bursts, and macrobursts that 
brought down trees and pow-
er lines and leading officials 
to declare much of the area 
as a state of emergency. I was 
planning on bringing up the 
lava and ash eruption on the 
big island of Hawaii, too, but 
instead, I am switching to an 
upcoming sporting event that 
I will be taking part in.

I had my first experience 
with The Adventure Team 
Challenge New York held at 
Frost Valley six years ago, 
and I was lucky to be picked 
to join the team again this 
year. This is The Center for 
Discovery’s ninth annual 
Adventure Team Challenge. 
This event has allowed 
more than 150 participants 
to experience adapted boat-
ing, hiking, orienteering and 
recreation in the beautiful 
Catskill Mountains. 

As one of this year’s ath-
letes, I have been training 

for weeks in preparation 
for fun-filled adventure at 
Frost Valley. This is a World 
T.E.A.M. Sports event and 
has become a Center favor-
ite. So far, I have kayaked at 
Morningside Park with my 
housemates, hiked around 
ten locations in the area, and 
trained on my exercise bike.

I interviewed Jim Cashen, 
Assistant Chief of The Cen-
ter for Discovery’s Integrat-
ed Arts Department about the 
upcoming Adventure Team 
Challenge:

Q. What is the Adventure 
Team Challenge? 

A. Well, John, the Ad-
venture Team Challenge is 
an annual sports and team 
building event held at The 
Center for Discovery and 
at the Frost Valley YMCA. 
It is sponsored by World 
T.E.A.M.  (The Exceptional 
Athlete Matters) Sports, ded-

icated to providing inclusive 
experiences for athletes and 
volunteers of all abilities in 
a fun-filled, multi-day event.

Q. How many sports chal-
lenges are there? 

A. There are multiple chal-
lenges including kayaking, 
hiking, biking and orien-
teering using GPS tools and 
team brain power. We also 
offer exciting opening and 
closing ceremonies, camp 
fires, concerts, and dancing.

Q. When did the Frost Val-
ley Sports Challenge first 
start? 

A. It began back in 2010, 
when we developed a part-
nership with World T.E.A.M.  
Sports and a most generous 
sponsor named Lon Dolber, 
who was introduced to The 
Center by Joel Forman, one 
of our parents and a Board 
member.

Q. When is the Frost Val-
ley Sports Challenge open-
ing ceremony? 

A. This year we kick off 
the exciting pep rally on June 
7.

Q. What are the teams of 
the sports challenge? 

A. The teams include Blue 
Steel, Orange Crush, Green 
Gators, Red Tide, and Yel-
low Jackets. 

Thank you for the informa-
tion, Jim. I can’t wait to join 
my Orange Crush teammates 
and start the fun! 

CODING IS FOR EVERYONE: HML joins the Girls Who Code Movement

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Ellyane Hutchinson of the Hurleyville Makers Lab (top center) 
leads a discussion with members of the Girls Who Code club.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Angelina Levner (left) and Emma DeGraw (right), sixth graders 
from Fallsburg, joined the GWC Club together.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Lily Siciliano is one of the youngest members of the GWC club.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Attending the OCIAA awards breakfast from Fallsburg were (left 
to right) Michael and Shari Mednick and their son Justin, Jennifer 
Davila, her mother Claudia and brother Jorge Davila. 

PHOTO PROVIDED 
EPBL 2017 batting champion Samuel Carter (left) will once again 
be playing for the Sullivan Explorers this season. EPBL Vice presi-
dent Jerry Gonzalez is at right.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
John Simon
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