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BASKETBALLSO MANY BRILLIANT THINGS

by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE – It 
will be a busy month of 
promoting sustainability 
and the natural environ-
ment, as Hurleyville and 
Loch Sheldrake embrace 
an extended Earth Day, 
which officially takes 
place on April 22. 

SUNY Sullivan will 
have its annual Earth 
Day festival on Thurs-
day, April 19, from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. The Cen-
ter for Discovery will 
debut interpretative rail 
trail signs at the festival 
that have been designed 
for the Hurleyville Milk 
Train Trail. The signs 
will provide visitors 
information about the 
natural environment and 
history of the area, and 
the permanent fixtures 
will be installed once the 
ground is thawed.

At the Hurleyville Arts 
Centre, the whole month 
of April is dedicated to 
celebrating people and 
the planet Earth through 
independent, environ-
mental and socially con-
scious films and exhibits. 
The series will start with 
a showing of “Jane,” a 
documentary of famed 
chimpanzee researcher 
Jane Goodall and the 
struggles she faced as a 
woman in a male-domi-
nated field. The Outside 
Institute is co-sponsoring 

the film, which will be 
shown April 20, 21 and 
22. 

On Saturday, April 21, 
H.A.C. will offer several 
creative ways to cele-
brate the Earth and prac-
tice sustainability. There 
will be a clothing swap 
at Gallery 222 at 11 a.m., 
where community mem-
bers can gather and swap 
gently used clothing and 
accessories to freshen up 
wardrobes and downsize 
closets in a fun and sus-
tainable way.  At 4 p.m., 
Laura Silverman of The 
Outside Institute will 
lead a naturalist walk 
down the rail trail to ob-
serve native plants and 
other natural phenomena 
of early spring. After the 
walk, the arts centre will 
serve refreshments made 
with local and wild-for-
aged ingredients. 

Another way to get in-
volved and enjoy the rail 
trail on Saturday, April 
21, will be provided by 
the Hurleyville Maker’s 
Lab in partnership with 
SUNY Sullivan Earth 
Guardians. From 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., Earth Guard-
ians will have an infor-
mational table at HML, 
and community mem-
bers will be able to par-
ticipate in a treasure hunt 
and trash pick along both 
sides of the Hurleyville 
rail trail.

At 12 p.m. and 2 p.m. 

on Saturday, April 21, 
Fiber on Main will host 
a “Use What You Have” 
upcycling demonstra-
tion, where participants 
can learn how to cut 
shirts, plastic bags and 
other household mate-
rials into fiber for knit-
ting, weaving, crochet 

and macramé. The dem-
onstration is free and no 
registration required.

Wildlife Conservation 
Society photographer 
Julie Larsen Maher’s ex-
hibit Critical! will open 
in H.A.C.’s Gallery 222 
on April 21, featuring 
large scale images of ani-

mal species classified as 
vulnerable or critically 
endangered. That exhibit 
will continue on week-
ends and by appointment 
through April 28.

To round out the 
month’s environmental 
offerings, prominent lo-
cal filmmaker and ac-
tivist Jon Bowermaster 
will bring his three short 
films about the Hudson 
River to the Hurleyville 
Arts Centre on April 
26 at 7 p.m. “Hope on 
the Hudson” features 
short films “City on the 
Water,” “Restoring the 
Clearwater,” and “Seeds 
of Hope.” The films fo-
cus on the efforts to 
preserve and restore the 
Hudson River both envi-
ronmentally and socially, 
from the activity in New 
York City’s waterways to 
a restoration of the his-
toric sloop ‘Clearwater’ 
to a project to save Na-
tive American seed vari-
eties. After the films, Mr. 
Bowermaster and other 
local and regional envi-
ronmental experts will 
lead a Q&A session. 

For more information 
on each event, visit the 
businesses’ websites at 
hurleyvilleartscentre.
org, hurleyvillemaker-
slab.org and hurleyvil-
lemakerslab.org/fiberon-
main.

LONG LIST OF LOCAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR EARTH DAY
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by Amanda Loviza

LOCH SHELDRAKE — 
Called “heart-warming and 
heart-wrenching” by the woman 
directing it locally, the play “Ev-
ery Brilliant Thing” will be tour-
ing the county to raise funds for 
NAMI (National Alliance on 
Mental Illness) Sullivan County 
and open dialogue on mental 
health issues. 

“Every Brilliant Thing” is a 
one-person play written by Dun-
can Macmillan with Jonny Do-
nahoe about one child’s journey 
to document all the brilliant things 
in the world after her mother at-
tempts suicide and says she can’t 
think of anything worth living 
for. The girl begins a list—at age 
7, the list includes things like 
ice cream, staying up past bed-
time, and things with stripes. As 
she grows up, her entries mature 
while she learns the deep signifi-
cance the list has on her own life.

Lori Schneider, executive direc-
tor for NAMI Sullivan County and 
an actress and director involved in 
community theatre for the last 35 
years, said she first heard about 
“Every Brilliant Thing” in a meet-
ing, and promptly downloaded 
a portion of the script to check 
it out. It grabbed her right away, 
Ms. Schneider said, and when she 
bought the entire script she fell 
completely in love with it.

“It’s really a piece of human 
experience,” Ms. Schneider said. 

“Every Brilliant Thing” deals 
with issues like depression, sui-
cide and other mental health is-
sues that are not the easiest to talk 
about, and Ms. Schneider said it 
does so in a way that is realistic, 
warm and sensitive, while also in-
jecting some humor into the play. 
As both a mental health advocate 
and a performer, Ms. Schneider 
said she knew immediately she 
wanted to bring this play to Sul-

livan County.
“I feel like this show was placed 

in my path for a reason,” Ms. Sch-
neider said.

The show will be performed 
by Ms. Schneider, in intimate set-
tings with lights on and no set. 
There will be talkbacks after each 
performance, to open up dialogue 
about mental health issues, Ms. 
Schneider said. General admis-
sion to the shows will be $20, 
with all proceeds going toward 
NAMI’s local initiatives. The 
group desperately needs a new 
van, Ms. Schneider said, to take 
people NAMI supports to social 
and recreational opportunities and 
advocacy programs. NAMI Sul-
livan County celebrates its 35th 
anniversary this year, continu-
ing to provide support services 
to individuals and families af-
fected by mental illness. NAMI 

Sullivan County runs family 
support groups, suicide bereave-
ment groups and educational 
classes. All money raised by the 
performances of “Every Brilliant 
Thing” will go directly to support 
programs in Sullivan County.

The first performance will be 
at SUNY Sullivan on Sunday, 
April 15, at 2 p.m. in the Kaplan 
Student Union. Seating is limited. 
Students receive discounted entry 
for $5, with the first 25 students 
getting in free. NAMI Sullivan 
County will also put on “Every 
Brilliant Thing” on Tuesday, May 
1, at 7 p.m. in the Event Gallery at 
Bethel Woods Center for the Arts; 
Sunday, May 6, at 2 p.m. at Mid-
dletown Thrall Library for a joint 
fundraiser with NAMI Orange; 
and Sunday, July 29, at 2 p.m. at 
the Sullivan County Museum in 
Hurleyville.

Job fair on April 9
LOCH SHELDRAKE — To 

assist companies in filling the 
myriad job openings through-
out the region,  SUNY Sulli-
van will host a Career and Job 
Fair on Monday, April 9, from 
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the 
deHoyos Gallery (E Lobby 
area), adjacent to the Grover 
Hermann Memorial Library. 
The event is free and open to 
the public.  Participating agen-
cies and organizations include 
recruitment firms, law enforce-
ment agencies, food manufac-
turers and food service compa-
nies, retail outlets, resorts, and 
more.

“Attendees are encouraged to 
bring copies of their resumes, 
as companies may be hiring 
on the spot,” said Klu Padu, 
SUNY Sullivan’s Career Place-
ment and Transfer Coordinator. 

Approximately two dozen 
employers from throughout 
Sullivan County and the region 
will be on hand, including Ad-

vanced Testing, Bethel Woods 
Center for the Arts, Crystal Run 
Village, Delaware Valley Job 
Corps, EEA Security, Frost Val-
ley YMCA, Home Depot, Hon-
ors Haven Resort, Ideal Snacks, 
Knapp Consultants, Metz Culi-
nary Management, New York 
State Police, ShopRite, Ten 
Mile River Scout Camp, Sul-
livan ARC, The Center for 
Discovery, U.S. Army, U.S. 
Marine Corp, Valet Park of 
America, Wal-Mart, and Yo1 
Wellness Center.

For more information about 
the fair, contact Mr. Padu at 
845-434-5750, ext. 4202 or 
email him at kpadu@sunysul-
livan.edu.

Women’s conference regis-
tration now open

LOCH SHELDRAKE — 
Class registration is now open 
for SUNY Sullivan’s annual 
Women’s Conference, to be 
held on Saturday, April 21. This 
year’s theme is “Life is a Story, 
Make Yours a Best Seller!”

The conference attracts 
women from all over the region 
to network, listen to an enter-
taining keynote speaker, learn 
new skills and information in 
a broad range of sessions, and 
shop a marketplace of local 
businesses. Breakfast begins 
at 8:15 a.m., with the program 
starting at 9 a.m. and continu-
ing through 3:30 p.m.

This year’s keynote speaker 
is screenwriter and stand-up 
comedian Marion Grodin, who 
began her comedy career after 
realizing she wanted to person-
ally deliver the funny lines she 
kept writing in screenplays. Ms. 
Grodin performs in top New 
York clubs and makes regular 
TV appearances.  

Workshop classes range from 
food and wine to watercolors 
and journaling. The cost of the 
workshop is $44/person, and 
registration payments and ques-
tions can be directed to Hillary 
Egeland, 845-434-5750, ext. 
4377.

ONE-WOMAN PLAY SHEDS 
LIGHT, OPENS DIALOGUE 

FOR MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
COMING TO SUNY SULLIVAN

PHOTO PROVIDED
Lori Schneider, executive director of NAMI (National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness) Sullivan County, holds a poster for 
“Every Brilliant Thing,” a play Ms. Schneider will direct and 
perform throughout Sullivan County to raise funds and 
awareness for NAMI’s services.

by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE – Ellen 
Silberlicht isn’t quite sure 
where her creations fit into 
the art world, but the pro-
fessional artist and former 
teacher is thrilled to soon 
share her passion and skill 
with Hurleyville at two 
felting workshops at Fiber 
on Main at 227 Main St. 

Ms. Silberlicht’s intricate 
work blending clay vessels 
with felted wool sculp-
tures and other mixed me-
dia was recently featured 

in international magazine 
Felt Matters. She’ll start 
more simply in her April 
28 workshop, “The Felted 
Vessel,” at Fiber on Main, 
teaching participants how 
to make bowls and vases 
with a wet felting tech-
nique. The workshop en-
courages beginners and up, 
age 16 and older.

A Honesdale, Pa., native, 
Ms. Silberlicht knew from 
a young age she wanted 
to make it as a profes-
sional artist. After winning 
awards for embroidery, 

clay became Ms. Silberli-
cht’s passion. She majored 
in pottery at Rochester In-
stitute of Technology—af-
ter she developed her skills, 
she learned that her mother 
had cried after seeing her 
first clay pieces. They were 
“the ugliest pots you’d ever 
seen,” Ms. Silberlicht said 
of her earliest work, but 
her mother’s support was 
boundless. 

Ms. Silberlicht had a var-
ied artistic career, and was 
teaching high school pot-
tery when a 2015 breast 
cancer diagnosis and sub-
sequent chemotherapy 
treatment forced her to 
pause her work with clay. 
While going through treat-
ment, Ms. Silberlicht be-
gan exploring felting, an 
art form she loved but had 
never pursued seriously. A 
love for felting, and then 
blending felting with clay, 
quickly developed.  These 
days she explores Raku 
pottery, and tops her ves-
sels with felted plant- and 
animal-inspired creations. 
She’s not really sure where 
she “belongs,” since now 
she views herself primar-

ily as a felter, but her felted 
pieces could not exist with-
out the pottery that sup-
ports them.

“I find myself in between 
two worlds,” Ms. Silberli-
cht said.

She doesn’t seem to 
mind, though. Since retir-
ing from teaching and fo-
cusing on felting the last 
few years, Ms. Silberlicht 
has done two solo shows 
and traveled with her work. 
But as she readjusts, she’s 
taking a step back and 
thinking about where she 
wants to take her art from 
here. Now that she’s re-
tired, Ms. Silberlicht said 
she can do whatever she 
wants.

“So now I’m playing,” 
Ms. Silberlicht said. “I 
think when you give your-
self permission to play, you 
discover amazing things.”

As a teacher and an artist, 
Ms. Silberlicht said she al-
ways wants to share— not 
just her knowledge, but her 
joy and her passion. That’s 
what she’ll be doing as she 
comes to Hurleyville to 
teach felting, she said. 

The Felted Vessel class 

will be five hours of in-
struction, with a class fee 
of $80 and a materials fee 
of $25. Each participant 
will leave with their own 
felted vessel. More infor-
mation can be found online 
at hurleyvillemakerslab.
org/fiberonmain. Details 
on the June workshop will 
be posted soon.

“I feel as though art saves 
lives,” Ms. Silberlicht said. 
“I never did wake up and 
groan that I had to go to 
work that day.”

Artist brings felting workshops to Fiber on Main

PHOTO PROVIDED
Local filmmaker and activist Jon Bowermaster will present 
his short film series, “Hope on the Hudson” at the Hurleyville 
Arts Centre on April 26 as part of H.A.C.’s month-long pro-
gram of environmentally and socially conscious events.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Ellen Silberlicht, a felting 
artist and potter from Hon-
esdale, Pa., stands with one 
of her mixed media pieces 
that blends Raku pottery 
and felting.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Those who attend Fiber on Main’s “The Felted Vessel” 
workshop with felter Ellen Silberlicht on April 28 will learn 
how to make bowls and vases using wet felting.
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The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

Well so much for that hint 
of spring I thought I felt at the 
writing of my last column, eh?  
The Goddess of the Weather 
must still be laughing at me!  

Still, I didn’t let the horrific 
weather and winter doldrums 
keep me inside. On the night of 
the third blowing snow, a Mon-
day, I made it to Dutch’s and 
the longest running Open Mic 
in the area. There are venues 
where one can go and be abso-
lutely certain to be entertained, 
and this is one of them. And 
for me, it was also a chance 
to catch up with good friends. 
Antione Magliano has hosted 
this for a few years now, and 
it’s always wonderful to run 
into him and his wife, Ellen. 
Carmine Pace, Debbie Fisher, 
Craig Smith, Joe Kavanaugh 
and, and….I do so love this 
Open Mic!

It also yielded some interest-
ing surprises. Since this was 
the Monday before St. Paddy’s 
day and everyone was becom-
ing Irish, audience favorite 
(everywhere!) Sylvia Schwartz 
gave us a most lovely version 
of Danny Boy. Master guitar-
ist Steve Schwartz had a friend 
come by, TV, sports and rock 
fest cameraman Aaron Sa-
dovsky was in the area from 
the city, and he not only lent a 
hand in the filming of the night, 
but he got up on stage with an 
excellent rendition of Honky 
Tonk Woman with…are you 
ready for this?... a ukulele! 

He and Steve mesh well to-
gether musically and you just 
had to smile. This one song 
was not enough for them or 
the audience, so they followed 
with Elton John’s Honky Cat. 
As the night went on, the mem-
bers of the Search and Rescue 
Orchestra began trickling in 
fresh from a performance at 
the Villa Roma, and before 
long five-sixths of the group 
had joined.  This brought back 
fond memories of when my 
late husband’s band would fin-
ish a gig, be all packed up and 
one of them would mention a 
gig that was still going on that 
they could either join or enjoy, 
and off we all would go. Ah-
hhh, good times that always 

It’s officially spring – even if 
it doesn’t really look like it yet. 
Congratulations – you made 
it through a long and mighty 
Catskills winter. The slow crawl 
of spring this year has all of us 
anxious to get out, move around, 
smell the thawing soil, enjoy 
the pussy willows and the early 
spring bulbs. When you finally 
see the first crocus, you will 
smile. And so it begins…but 
hopefully you have been busy 
indoors getting ready with seed-
lings for another summer of glo-
rious gardens.

When the snow thaws and 
soil dries a bit, you can happily 
putter around the garden. I still 
have last year’s perennials and 
grasses to cut back, annuals to 
pull, compost to move and en-
joyment to be had working in 
the spring sunshine. My com-
post pile needs a total overhaul 
– turning it, seeing if any of it 
is ready for use and mixing it 
with leftover composted manure 
from last year. 

Then I can haul my tools out, 
clean out my garden shed which 
I didn’t do in the fall and get ex-

cited about all the new things I 
will do, plant and redesign for 
this year. I am putting up new 
privacy fence, more stone steps 
up a steep hill, and new plant-
ings including climbing roses, 
honeysuckle and new Asian pear 
trees. If you’ve never eaten an 
Asian pear, put a couple in your 
garden. You’ll thank me.

For those of you who aren’t 
serious devotees of the dirt but 
want to have a little fun with 
plants, consider using contain-
ers for veggies, herbs and flow-
ers. It is low maintenance and 
you don’t have to invest a lot of 
time or money to enjoy your-
self– especially if you grow ba-
sil. Remember to go with large 
containers, a good soil mix with 
some compost and water regu-
larly. You’ll have a sweet mini 
garden. 

Within the next few weeks you 
can think about planting peas 
and pansies, but let it warm up 
a bit first. Take it slow and enjoy 
the daily revelation of the world 
coming back to life around you. 
You’re going to have a great gar-
den this year. 

Long before the modern day 
weather forecaster, people used 
the world around them to make 
predictions about the weather.

There are many weather say-
ings for the month of April. Here 
are a few:

“If it thunders on All Fool’s 
Day, it brings good crops of corn 
and hay.” We plant in late spring.

“A cold May and a windy 
April, a full barn.” Sometimes it 
gets very windy in April.

“April showers bring May 
flowers.” In this area, the rainfall 
really kicks in in late spring.

Here is another saying: “A cow 
with its tail to the west, makes 
weather the best, a cow with its 
tail to the east, makes weather 
the least.” When The Center for 
Discovery cows lay down in the 
grass, it means that it is going 
to rain. An animal’s natural in-
stinct is to graze with the wind 
behind them. This gives them 
an advantage over any predator 
that attacks from behind, as their 
scent would be blown towards 
the animal and they can escape. 

Westerly winds tend to bring us 
fair and good weather. Easterly 
winds tend to bring us bad and 
sometimes thundery weather. 

In the Hurleyville area, the 
first sign of spring are the frogs 
or the peepers that come out and 
they sing or talk to each other. 
Also “the louder the frog, the 
more the rain comes down.” 
This could be interpreted that 
there is moisture and humidity 
in the air. Since warm, humid 
air causes sound to travel more 
quickly, the frogs’ peep will 
probably sound louder. Peepers 
are brown and the sound they 
make is like they are talking 
or making music. Peepers are 
found in ponds and lakes while 
sitting on the lily pads.  The pads 
are water flowers. 

April has a lot of crazy weath-
er, like tornados, some snow 
days, and warm days, as well. 
The forecast for the month of 
April usually starts out cold, 
rains either a bit or a lot, and 
then gets warm little by little and 
finally feels like spring.

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

The members of Hurleyville-
Sullivan First will begin get-
ting gardens, planters and bar-
rels ready for planting in early 
spring.  Everyone is welcome 
to come out and help.  Work 
dates will be announced soon.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
meets on the third Thursday of 
each month at 7p.m. at the Hur-
leyville Firehouse. The meet-
ings are open to everyone who 
is interested in the revitaliza-
tion and beautification of Hur-
leyville.  

For more information about 
Hurleyville and Hurleyville-
Sullivan First, please visit us on 
Facebook or at www.hurleyvil-
leny.com. 

“Live Music and History: 
Songs and Stories of the Six-
ties” is being presented by the 
Sullivan County Historical So-
ciety at the Sullivan County 
Museum and Cultural Center. 
Hosted by the band, Little Spar-
row, the series of musical per-
formances and informal talks 
about the history and culture of 
the Woodstock era will feature 
some of the most talented musi-
cians in our area.

Admission is free for the 
hour-long performances and 
talks that will begin at 2 p.m. on 
the first Sunday of each month 
in the Timeline Gallery at the 
museum.

Steve Schwartz, extraordi-
nary musician and owner of 
Steve’s Music in Rock Hill, 
will perform with Little Spar-
row on April 8.

Little Sparrow will be joined 
by saxophonist Larry Ravdin 
on May 6. Sammy Davis, Jr., 
Rita Moreno and Chita Rivera 
are a few of the stars Larry per-
formed with while playing at 
resorts in the Catskills.

A “gift shop” offering a col-
lection of Sullivan County-
related books, maps, posters, 
postcards and memorabilia is 
open at the museum. 

“The Great War”, an exhibit 
devoted to World War I, will 
be on display at the museum 
on Saturday, June 16 and on 
Sunday, June 17. Please contact 
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044 or 
at genealogy@scnyhistory.org 
if you have photos or memo-
rabilia you’d like to lend to the 
museum for the exhibit. 

Anyone interested in volun-

teering to explore genealogy 
and the history of life in Sulli-
van County can call Pat Burns 
at the museum. The museum’s 
phone number is 845-434-8044. 

The museum, located at 265 
Main Street in Hurleyville, is 
open on from Tuesday to Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and on Sunday from 1 p.m. to 
4:30 p.m.

Please visit www.scnyhistory.
org for more information on the 
Sullivan County Historical So-
ciety and the Sullivan County 
Museum. You can also visit the 
Sullivan County Historical So-
ciety and Museum on Facebook.

The Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church’s annual 
Corned Beef Dinner in March 
was a huge success!, and the 
volunteers at the church extend 
their sincere appreciation to 
the community for their gener-
ous support. The proceeds from 
the sold-out event provided the 
funds to pay the church’s bills.

Plans are underway to make 
the church building handi-
capped-accessible. Work on this 
project is scheduled to begin in 
May.

The Bread of Life Food Pan-
try at the Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church is open 
each Thursday (except the first 
Thursday of each month) from 
4:30 – 6 p.m. The volunteers at 
the food pantry also provide free 
clothing for families in need on 
the last Thursday of each month.  

Services are held at the church 
each Sunday from 9 – 10 a.m.

The church holds prayer 
meetings every Monday from 
10 a.m. until noon.  

A Bible study group meets at 
the church every Tuesday from 
7 p.m. until 8 p.m.

Volunteers at the church host 

the Community Lunch Program. 
Dates for the program will be 
announced on the church’s page 
on Facebook.

The Youth Group meets at the 
church on Fridays from 7 - 8:30 
p.m. Young people are invited 
to join in a variety of activities 
including board games, trivia, 
movie nights, arts and crafts. 
Dates will be announced on the 
church’s page on Facebook.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more information 
or if you can help with any of 
these activities.

The members of Columbia 
Hill Neighborhood Alliance 
(CHNA) continue to closely 
monitor the status of the pro-
posed Gan Eden project on Co-
lumbia Hill and other develop-
ments in the towns of Fallsburg 
and Thompson.  

CHNA volunteers are dedi-
cated to the preservation of 
the very special rural commu-
nity character of Thompson and 
Fallsburg, protection of the nat-
ural resource base and encour-
agement of smart growth.  High 
density, multi-family projects 
are not suitable for our current 
land capacity or for the future 
of the Catskills region. We can 
develop responsibly and protect 
our environment only when we 
insure our community infra-
structure is balanced and sus-
tainable.

CHNA volunteers are work-
ing on plans for the 4th annual 
“What the Hill” Friend-Raiser 
Festival which will be held on 
Sunday, August 26.  

Visit CHNA at www.colum-
biahill.org or on Facebook.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Hurleyville-Sullivan First volunteers will soon be swinging 
into action.

fore? Bottom line is, if you are 
a fan of rock, this group is a no 
question must see.

And the surprises continued. 
A singer/songwriter and lawyer 
friend of mine and an incredi-
ble Jazz bassist friend both told 
me they were on their way out 
to catch Marc Delgado in the 
Woodstock area.  I have seen 
his name around this area a lot 
in the last few months (having 
appeared on my schedule) and 
both friends assumed I knew 
exactly who they were talking 
about. Well, that’s enough to 
pique my interest, so I made a 
mental note. So another friend 
was in from the city and we 
went to the Pickled Owl on 
Main Street in Hurleyville for 
dinner, and who do you think 
was performing? Kismet, 
right? Suffice it to say, I know 
now why my two respected 
friends went out of their way to 
see him and why I’ve been see-
ing him booked so often.  First, 
a wonderful selection of covers 
and originals (which are very, 
very good) that appear to flow 
seamlessly, one playing off the 
other. I’ve not heard that in a 
while.  

Secondly, the ease of his per-
forming.  It’s not an easy thing 
to perform solo, yet he makes it 
feel like the most natural thing 
in the world. Here’s another 
“new” friend that I’m looking 
forward to seeing more of be-
cause I’m positive there is a lot 
more about him that I have yet 
to discover.

My goodness I’ve been 
wordy, haven’t I!  And because 
of that, you won’t find my 
usual schedule.  Just know that 
spring may not quite be here 
yet, but the live music is blos-
soming nicely wherever you 
choose to go.

Until next time….

by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE — It 
is part of human nature to 
think up new ideas, plan and 
create things with our hands 
and tools. We are all makers. 
Making and makerspaces 
have always existed in one 
form or another. Creativ-
ity and making takes place 
in garage workshops, sew-
ing rooms, computer desks, 
pottery studios and kitch-
ens everywhere. Organized 
makerspaces have been 
popping up in cities and col-
lege towns for the last seven 
or eight years, creating a 
technology-based extension 
of the do-it-yourself (DIY) 
culture.  They exist in many 
shapes and sizes all over 
the world. Most of them are 
membership organizations, 
requiring makers to pay fees 
for use of facilities and tools. 

The Hurleyville Maker’s 
Lab (HML), located at 202 
Main St., is all of the above 
– a membership organiza-
tion loaded with resources 
and tools of all kinds for 
every level of maker. HML 
provides an open and col-
laborative environment for 
people who like to build, 
invent, tinker, and learn new 
skills. Membership informa-
tion and a calendar of classes 
and events can be found at 
hurleyvillemakerslab.org, or 
by email info@hurleyville-
makerslab.org.

Currently there are sev-
eral exciting collaborations 
and programs happening at 
HML that connect to local 
schools and the community.

After School Programs
The SUNY Sullivan Lib-

erty Partnerships Program 
(LPP) is designed to pro-
mote successful graduation, 

college readiness and career 
development for students 
entering grades 7 through 12 
in the Fallsburg, Monticello 
and Liberty school districts. 
LLP students have been at-
tending workshops at HML 
since early January, learn-
ing simple 3-D modeling to 
make cell phone accesso-
ries, creating laser cut signs, 
exploring the use of green 
screen photography, and 
playing cooperative games.

Fallsburg Maker’s Club
Students from Fallsburg 

interested in technology and 
3-D printing recently began 
meeting at HML on Wednes-
day afternoons to develop a 
group project that involves 
teamwork and technology. 
They will begin building 
a 3-D printer that prints in 
wet materials, like clay, this 
April.

TEAMS Challenge
This volunteer afterschool 

program is open to all high 
school students (grades 
9–12) in all eight Sullivan 
County districts. With a fo-
cus on the development of 
problem solving, collabora-
tion and presentation, each 
school creates one team of 
five to 15 students who work 
together to devise solutions 
to authentic challenges. 
These “real world” challeng-
es span from design on CAD 
software with printing on a 
3-D printer to environmental 
improvement design. Chal-
lenges culminate in a meet-
up where teams present their 
solutions to each other and 
to a panel of local experts, 
who judge the competition.

Next month, we will take 
a peek at HML members 
from the community, and in-
structors that offer classes at 
HML.

School groups explore 
creativity in Hurleyville 

Maker’s Lab

SullivanArc residents display 
talents in Gallery 222 show

PHOTO BY M. CAVRELL, LLP COORDINATOR
Fallsburg LLP students playing cooperative math games 
with HML Community Liaison Denise Sullivan.

FROM THE 
FARM

by Eve Springwood Minson

make me smile.
I do believe, that as a retired 

person, Hurleyville’s David 
Bloch is one of the busiest 
people I know. I’ve written 
recently right here about what 
at that time was his latest proj-
ect with fellow guitarist Mike 
Jung.  But it turns out there 
is yet another project in the 
works. He has teamed up with 
songwriter/ songstress Celeste 
Aldridge on still another di-
vergence from the work I’d 
heard when I first met him and 
his wife Julie as well as from 
his work with Mike. I’ve been 
privileged to hear a recording 
of this new venture and I have 
to say I was quite impressed. 
Celeste has a quality to her 
voice that contains just enough 
of a hint of the lilt most often 
associated with Irish music to 
capture and captivate the ear 
and the senses which sits atop 
of and yet meshes with Da-
vid’s guitarwork in something 
I can’t wait to hear live.

Face it, I’m jaded. When I go 
out to see a new group, I hold 
out no expectations. It was a 
party at Cabernet Frank’s in 
Parksville, co-owner Wade St 
Germain’s birthday, which just 
happens to fall on St Patrick’s 
Day. The group was Glass 
House, and I cannot say enough 
good things about them. This 
is what rock and roll, bluesy 
bands should aspire to. The 
use of showmanship, the right 
amount of audience participa-
tion, song selection, musician-
ship…it’s all there. Why have 
I not heard of them before? 
And even stranger, when lead 
singer Renata Daria and I had 
a chance to talk for a bit, we 
realized we know many, many 
persons in common so the con-
versation turned to why hadn’t 
we ever run into each other be-

PHOTO BY M. CAVRELL, LLP COORDINATOR
Fallsburg LLP students pose “on the moon” using the HML 
green screen.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Donna Barto stands with her painting at the opening re-
ception on March 16 for SullivanArc’s “Expressions 2018” 
art exhibit, a show SullivanArc puts on every year in March 
to highlight National Developmental Disabilities Aware-
ness Month. The show runs weekends and by appointment 
through April 15.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Kim Nash talks about her artwork while standing with her 
painting displayed in SullivanArc’s “Expressions 2018” exhi-
bition in Gallery 222 on Main Street in Hurleyville.
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SULLIVAN COUNTY 
LOOKS FOR POSITIVES 
IN HEALTH RANKING

LOCAL STUDENT ARTWORK 
ON DISPLAY 

AT THE CAS SULLIVAN COUNTY 
HIGH SCHOOL ART SHOW

LEAPIN’ LIZARDS!
THE FALLSBURG JR/SR HIGH 
SCHOOL PRESENTS ANNIE! 

FALLSBURG – “An-
nie” is a worldwide phe-
nomenon and won seven 
Tony Awards, including 
Best Musical. The be-
loved score features some 
of the greatest musical 
theatre hits ever written, 
including “Tomorrow.”

With equal measures of 
pluck and positivity, little 
orphan Annie (played by 
7th grader Iyanna Smith) 
charms everyone’s hearts 
despite a next-to-nothing 
start in 1930s New York 
City. She is determined 
to find the parents who 
abandoned her years ago 
on the doorstep of a New 
York City Orphanage that 
is run by the cruel, em-
bittered Miss Hannigan 
(played by 11th grader 
Jasmine Johnson). 

With the help of the 
other girls in the orphan-
age, Annie escapes to the 
wondrous world of NYC. 
In adventure after fun-
filled adventure, Annie 
foils Miss Hannigan’s evil 
machinations, and even 
befriends President Frank-

by Amanda Loviza

MONTICELLO – Sul-
livan County has been 
fighting a seemingly 
endless battle to raise its 
health ranking above 61 
out of 62 in New York 
State, but as speakers at 
a press conference on 
March 14 warned, this 
challenge is a marathon 
and not a sprint. 

Sullivan County’s goal 
continues to be improv-
ing the health and qual-
ity of life for everyone 
who lives, works and 
plays in the county, said 
Public Health Director 
Nancy McGraw. While it 
can seem discouraging to 
see the same health out-
come ranking each year, 
Ms. McGraw pointed to 
the other primary cat-
egory of the University 
of Wisconsin Population 
Health Institute and Rob-
ert Wood Johnson Foun-
dation’s health rankings, 
the health factors. Health 
factors are the underlying 
things that can eventually 
change health outcomes, 
and Sullivan County 
bumped up from 58 last 
year to 47 in its health 
factors ranking. 

PHOTO PROVIDED
In the foreground during rehearsal is Jasmine Johnson as Miss Hannigan; the orphan girls 
left to right are Sierra Kaplan, Azalia Graffeo, Caleigh McDole, Brianna Fuller, Kailie Ruiz and 
Sky Perry.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Students from the two Dual Language Kindergarten classes at Fallsburg’s Benjamin Cosor Elementary School. 

Fallsburg Children Thank Veterans for Their Service
FALLSBURG – The inaugu-

ral year of the Dual Language 
Program at Fallsburg’s Benja-
min Cosor Elementary School 
has been eventful. Kindergarten 
teachers Veronica Serrano and 
Scott Persten organized a beau-
tiful Thanksgiving Feast with 
support from teachers and aides 
throughout the building.  The 
youngsters learned firsthand the 
values of gratitude and sharing 
with all people.

This teaching didn’t stop at 
the dinner table. During Vet-
erans Day, both classes dis-
covered that two students had 
siblings serving in the mili-
tary—Khloe Jordy’s brother 
Zachary was in the Army and 
Gabriela Moto Archer’s brother 
Ross was in the Marines.  The 
teachers saw an opportunity to 
show thanks to the vets for their 
service. The families embraced 

the idea. The children jumped 
into planning next steps. They 
started preparing gift packages 
for the soldiers.

Ms. Serrano and Mr. Persten 
integrated math into the equa-
tion by having the students use 
their class dojo points to pay for 
gifts. Class Dojo is a behavior 
management tool for the class-
room. Each student has a profile 
to which teachers can assign 
positive and negative points (or 
‘dojos’) throughout the lesson. 
Parents have an app that tracks 
dojos. Children get gifts as re-
wards for their good behavior. 
They saw that they could use 
their rewards for gifts to others.   

Each class wrote a letter and 
a patriotic Valentine that went 
into the two gift packages with 
a picture of the classes. The 
goodies included socks, beef 
jerky, body wash, gum, tuna 

packets, chocolate, nuts, hard 
candy, energy packets, baby 
wipes, zip lock bags, hand sani-
tizer and granola bars. 

This whole process took sev-
eral weeks because there was 
hope that the veterans might 
be coming home at Christmas 
and visit the classroom.  That 
did not happen so the teachers 
mailed out the veteran’s pack-
ages just after New Year’s.  As 
Mr.Persten says, “This certainly 
turned out to be a ‘teachable 
moment’ for us. Both Veronica 

and I feel that this experience 
will be remembered by the 
dual language class for years to 
come.  We look forward to do-
ing this again next year.”

A public opening recep-
tion for the exhibition will 
take place April 21, from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. All are 
welcome to this free event. 
Light refreshments will be 
provided by Sullivan Coun-
ty BOCES.

Gallery hours for this 
exhibition are Thursdays – 
Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Sundays 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m., and Mondays 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. The CAS Arts Cen-
ter is wheelchair accessible. 

The Catskill Art Society 
is a non-profit organization 
cultivating public interest, 
participation, and enjoy-
ment of the arts. Through 
its multi-arts center, CAS 

explores contemporary art 
practices and facilitates cre-
ative and professional de-
velopment for established 
and emerging artists. Lo-
cated in Livingston Manor, 
the renovated 4,500+ square 
foot facility includes visual 
art galleries, a multi-purpose 
teaching studio, a clay stu-
dio, and an art library with 
digital learning resources. 
Funding for CAS is provid-
ed in part by the New York 
State Council on the Arts 
with the support of Gover-
nor Andrew M. Cuomo and 
the New York State Legisla-
ture. For more information, 
please visit www.catskillart-
society.org.

LIVINGSTON MAN-
OR – The Catskill Art So-
ciety, in partnership with 
Sullivan County BOCES, 
proudly presents the annual 
CAS Sullivan County High 
School Art Show, a new ex-
hibition of work by Sullivan 
County public high school 
students, running April 20 
to May 5 at the CAS Arts 
Center, 48 Main St. in Liv-
ingston Manor.

This exhibition will pres-
ent the work of high school 
students from all eight of the 
county’s districts (The Cen-
ter for Discovery, Eldred, 
Fallsburg, Liberty, Liv-
ingston Manor, Monticello, 
Roscoe, Sullivan BOCES, 
and Tri-Valley CSD). The 
show celebrates the creativ-
ity of our region’s youth and 
showcases the diversity of 
expression across Sullivan 
County. 

Visitors will view more 
than 300 artworks in 11 me-
dia categories: Black and 
White Drawing, Black and 
White Photography, Ceram-
ics and Glass, Color Draw-
ing, Color Photography, De-
sign, Digital Art, Film and 
Animation, Mixed Media/
Printmaking, Painting, and 
Sculpture. CAS puts togeth-
er an outside jury panel of 
artists and experts – differ-
ent each year – that award 
a first and second place rib-
bon in each category. Blue 
Ribbon winners receive 
complimentary enrollment 
in a CAS art class series 
and Red Ribbon winners re-
ceive a $50 scholarship for 
any class at the CAS Arts 
Center through the end of 
this year. Students will also 
be invited to CAS to select a 
Student Prize award in each 
category as well. 

PHOTO PROVIDED
“Self Portrait from Multiple Perspectives” by Julia Batista, 
Fallsburg High School.

“We are moving in the 
right direction,” Ms. Mc-
Graw said. 

Collaboration between 
community groups and 
encouragement of indi-
vidual volunteerism are 
key in making Sullivan 
County healthier, as Sul-
livan Renaissance proj-
ect coordinator Colleen 
Emery and Sullivan 180 
Executive Director Sandi 
Rowland both discussed.

“Change can happen in 
communities at a grass-
roots level,” Ms. Emery 
said.

Sullivan Renaissance 
has worked on projects 
like edible school gar-
dens, and Sullivan 180 
is supporting and train-
ing “community health 
champions.” By putting 
all these pieces together, 
Ms. Rowland said Sul-
livan County will see a 

lin Delano Roosevelt 
(played by senior Justin 
Mednick). She finds a new 
home and family in bil-
lionaire, Oliver Warbucks 
(played by senior Rashaad 
Nurse), his personal secre-
tary, Grace Farrell (played 
by senior Alisson Marti-

nez), and a lovable mutt 
named Sandy.

The Fallsburg Jr/Sr 
High School Drama Club 
invites you to come join 
them for this uplifting and 
timely story of optimism 
in the face of adversity. 
Performances are Friday 

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY
Sullivan County Public Health Director Nancy McGraw said 
the county “is moving in the right direction” in addressing 
its poor health ranking.

and Saturday, April 13 
and 14, 2018 at Fallsburg 
High School Auditori-
um, 115 Brickman Road, 
Fallsburg.  Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. and curtain goes 
up at 7 p.m. Tickets are 
$6.00, and are available at 
the door.

“slow, steady and en-
during transformation,” 
which will benefit the 
physical, mental, spiri-
tual and environmental 
wellness of residents.

Sullivan County has 
seen improvements like a 
decrease in adult smoking 
rates and alcohol-related 
driving deaths, and an 
increase in health insur-
ance coverage. Catskill 
Regional Medical Center 
has expanded its services, 
and the Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension of Sulli-
van County works to sup-
port local farmers and get 
local food in schools and 
available throughout the 
community. 

Each speaker during the 
county’s press conference 
reiterated their commit-
ment to making Sullivan 
County a healthier place.

“What is most impor-
tant is that we work to-
gether toward the com-
mon goal of a healthy and 
vibrant Sullivan County,” 
Ms. Rowland said.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire 
Department is always 
looking for help, to fight 
fire or support those that 
do. We even supply all of 
the gear and provide all 
of the training needed, for 
free.  Stop by any Monday 
night and find out how you 
can help or get an applica-
tion.

In the past I wrote about 
the numerous accidents 
at the Morningside Four 
Corners. As I continued 
to write about them, they 
stopped (a good thing). 
We have not been to an 
accident there in a number 
of months.

Last month I wrote 
about my concern about 
an early brush fire season 
because of a lack of snow 
cover and the ground was 
drying up. So what hap-
pened? We had a number 
of nor’easters to take care 
of an early brush fire sea-
son.

I am almost afraid to 
write about my reminders 
that the snow will melt, 
we will go into the mud 
season and then the brush 
fire season.

The BURN BAN is in 
effect from March 16 to 

May 14. There is no open 
burning during this time 
period. With the heavy 
snows that we had in the 
first three weeks of March 
I am sure many lawns 
have more winter debris 
than usual. Try to resist 
the temptation to burn 
your brush piles until it is 
safe to do so. That means 
after May 14 if things have 
greened up and it is not dry 
and windy. I was informed 
of a multi-company brush 
fire in Saugerties the week 
of March 20, so brush fire 
season is right around the 
bend for us.

I hope that everybody 
weathered the March 
storms that we had. The 
southern part of the coun-
ty took a hard hit with 
parts not having power for 
days. We were lucky and 
only lost power for a short 
period of time.

If you used a genera-
tor during the storms now 
would be a good time to 
change the oil and service 
it to get ready for the next 
event.

When you use your 
generator for power make 
sure you do so safely. 

Don’t over load it and 

April 15, 1938

Work To Start Soon
On Old Falls Road

Members of the Town 
Board have been obtaining 
rights of way and inspect-
ing township highways this 
month for the purpose of 
setting up a highway bud-
get for the current year. It is 
expected that the amount of 
appropriations for road work 
will be set at a meeting held 
tonight.

Work will begin in two 
weeks on the highway from 
the Hurleyville Four Cor-
ners, through Old Falls to 
the village of Mountaindale, 
a distance of more than nine 
miles. The county will con-
struct a new highway on that 
part of the road from Old 
Falls to the Pleasant Valley 
School house and a new top 
will be built on the remain-
ing stretch of road.

Fire Destroys Elmshade 
Hotel in Fallsburg

Fanned by a strong wind, 
flames destroyed the 110-
room main building of the 
Elm Shade Hotel near Falls-
burg on Sunday. The loss 
was estimated at $125,000.

The hotel had recently 
been opened in preparation 
for a busy Easter week and 
seven guests had already 
arrived when the fire was 
discovered, shortly after 11 
a.m. Most of them, as well 
as the dozen employees and 
family of the proprietor, 
lost all their possessions as 
the flames spread quickly 
through the stucco-covered 
frame building.

Aside from Joseph Stern, 
South Fallsburg police chief 
and fire captain, who was 
overcome by smoke in the 
cellar where the fire is be-
lieved to have started, no 
one was injured. Chief Stern 
was picked up by other 
members of his department 
who brought him outdoors, 
where he was quickly re-
vived; he returned to fight 
the fire, the cause of which 
was undetermined.

Arthur Williams, the ho-
tel’s bell-boy, discovered 
the fire in the cellar near 
the oil-burner and sounded 
the alarm. South Fallsburg 
companies responded first 
and laid two lines to the 
Neversink River, 1,000 feet 

Spring is in the air…we 
hope…and with the arrival 
of spring and April comes the 
arrival of Earth Day, as well. 
This year, Earth Day is Sunday, 
April 22, but in recent years, the 
entire month of April has really 
been used to bring awareness 
to environmental conservation.

This year to celebrate Earth 
Day, and to celebrate National 
Library Week (April 8 – April 
14), the Fallsburg Library is 
partnering with different com-
munity organizations to offer 
some new “fine forgiveness” 
opportunities while working to 
help beautify our community. 
On Saturday, April 21 and Sun-
day, April 22, the Mountain-
dale Action Committee will 
be doing litter plucks starting 
at 9 a.m. at the Mountaindale 
Firehouse. The litter pluck will 
last for about one hour each 

day. For those who sign up 
with the Fallsburg Library IN 
ADVANCE, and participate 
in the litter pluck, the Library 
will waive up to $5.00 in over-
due charges. Please note that 
the overdue forgiveness CAN-
NOT be “banked” for future 
overdue charges. To sign up to 
participate in the litter pluck for 
overdue forgiveness please call 
Amanda at 845-436-6067 ext. 
102 by Thursday, April 19. If 
you do not pre-register with us, 
we cannot forgive any overdue 
charges on your account. For 
those who just want to come 
out and help “spruce up” your 
community no pre-registration 
is required. We hope to see you 
there!

The Fallsburg Library will 
also be working with Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First to offer 
similar opportunities. Check 

out our website and Facebook 
page for dates and informa-
tion as we get things finalized 
with them. The Library hopes 
to offer similar opportunities 
throughout the spring and sum-
mer, so be sure to check back 
with us for updates. In the 
meantime, check out some of 
these great programs coming 
up at the Library in April. 

We’re celebrating Earth 
Day with a special program on 
Wednesday, April 18, at 7 p.m. 
Come join us with the family 
to decorate your own planter 
and plant some seeds. Our 
children’s Earth Day program 
is Monday, April 16 at 6 p.m. 
Children ages 5+ can come in 
and make a bird feeder. At 6 
p.m. on Wednesday, April 11, 
adults are welcomed to come 
and learn the basics of home 
canning. Thursday April 19, 

at 6 p.m., kids ages 7+ and 
teens are welcome to stop in 
and make a beaded wish brace-
let. On Thursday, April 26, at 
6 p.m., we’ll be making rain 
clouds in a jar and learning 
how rain clouds work for our 
monthly S.T.E.A.M. program. 
As always, our Children’s craft 
night is Monday evenings at 6 
p.m. and our preschool story 
time will continue on Tuesdays 
at 10.a.m. and 4 p.m.  

As you can see, we have 
many great things coming up 
at the Fallsburg Library. Some 
programs have limited spots so 
please call, email, or stop in to 
sign up. Here’s a reminder of 
our contact information, call: 
845-436-6067, email: fbr@
rcls.org, stop in: 12 Railroad 
Plaza, South Fallsburg, NY, or 
follow us on social media!

HURLEYVILLE – Henry 
and Gordon MacAdam and 
their committee continue to 
make progress on their one-
room schoolhouse project. 
These schools existed in the 
Town of Thompson between 
the 1830s and 1950s. Nine of 
the 20 schools were submit-
ted to the William G. Pomeroy 
Foundation to determine quali-
fication for grant approval, and 
as a result, seven of the nine 
have been approved. The Foun-
dation has sent checks of ap-
proximately $1100 for each ap-
proved school, and those checks 
have been received by Town of 
Thompson Deputy Administra-
tor Patrice Chester. The His-
toric Plaques will be produced 

in the next several months, and 
delivered to the highway de-
partments for installation. 

The Project Committee 
members are Thompson Town 
Historian Al Wolkoff, Judy 
Wolkoff, Mary Ann Drobysh 
Berens, and Paul Lounsbury, 
and they expect to complete 
their research on the remain-
ing eleven schools by the end 
of June. Those schools will 
then be submitted for plaque 
approval in August, and if ap-
proved, the markers will be 
installed next year. A brochure 
about the school project will be 
published in 2019, and all the 
information will be donated to 
the Sullivan County Historical 
Society. 

Anyone with information 
or photos of one room school-
houses in the Town of Thomp-
son can contact Al Wolkoff at 

845-796-3066 or ajwolkoff@
earthlink.net or Gordon Mac-
Adam at 845-665-1899 or gor-
donmac@hvc.rr.com.

PHOTO PROVIDED
The expansive main building at the Elm Shade Hotel in 
Fallsburg was the widest hotel building in the area when it 
burned in 1937.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Maplewood School District #6 is one of 20 one-room 
schoolhouses that once operated in the town of Thompson. 
This is how the building appeared circa 2000, long after the 
school closed.

Oscar Pavloff with the “Firemen of the Year Award” that he 
received at last summer’s family picnic.

away. Next in order came 
companies from Woodridge, 
Mountaindale, Monticello 
and Woodbourne, but the 
flames soon escaped control 
despite efforts of all firemen.

     The blaze roared through 
the building and ate through 
floors and ceilings. As floors 
and walls of the four-story 
structure collapsed, steam 
radiators dropped through 
to the basement or fell out 
through the crumbling walls.

A hotel built on the same 
site in 1920 burned a year 
later. It was reconstructed. In 
1929, it was greatly altered 
and enlarged, so that its 210-
foot frontage then made it 
the widest hotel in Sullivan 
County. It was at that time 
valued at considerably more 
than $100,000.

When the Monticello fire-
men arrived, Chief Robert 
York and Assistant Chief 
Floyd Brown concluded that 
the main building was be-
yond saving; they directed 
their men to keep the fire 
from spreading to the near-
by social hall, a large struc-
ture that was saved and then 
turned to the main building.

The fire continued to burn 
till after dark Sunday eve-
ning. South Fallsburg fire-
men, last to leave the scene, 
returned home tired and hun-
gry.

Morris Kaufman was own-
er of the hotel, and his part-
ner in its operation was Har-
ry Cherkoff, both of whom 
lived in New York for the 
winter. The Kaufman family 
had been at the hotel more 
than a week, however, to 
prepare the place for Easter 
occupancy. Cherkoff arrived 
just before the fire started.

April 22, 1938

Strict Sunday Closing 
Laws For Monticello; 

Mayor de Hoyos Orders 
Rigid Enforcement of Sun-

day Ban on Retail Trade

Responsibility for enforce-
ment of the State Sunday 
closing law, an annual sum-
mer problem at Monticello, 
seldom presented before 
June, has been placed direct-
ly on the new police force by 
Mayor Luis de Hoyos, it was 
learned this week.

A resolution of a Grand 
Jury last July, which investi-
gated complaints of religious 
groups there, criticized laxity 
in enforcement.

“You are hereby directed,” 
the Mayor’s written orders to 
all police read, “to see that at 
12 o’clock sharp on Saturday 
nights all stores are closed 
and that no store is open 
Sunday excepting those au-
thorized by law. The police 
force will be held respon-
sible unless enforcement is 
carried out according to the 
law. In case of doubt as to the 
law, you may telephone the 
Mayor or acting Mayor for 
instructions.”

The order was relayed to 
all policemen by Chief Grant 
Davison, who explained that 
articles of food may be sold 
Sunday until 10 a.m., but res-
taurants may be open all day. 
Articles that may be sold all 
day are prepared tobacco, 
milk, eggs, ice, carbonated 
water, fruit, flower, candy, 
souvenirs, newspapers, gaso-
line, tires, drugs, medicines 
and surgical instruments. 
Delicatessen dealers and 
bakeries may conduct busi-
ness until 10 a.m. and be-
tween the hours of 4 and 7:30 
p.m. on Sunday.

In the summer of 1936, 
businessmen in Monticello 
obtained a temporary injunc-
tion restraining police from 
enforcing the Sunday closing 
law. The injunction was re-
turnable in Supreme Court in 
September, after the summer 
season has ended.

Vigorous objection to en-
forcement is expected from 
retailers in the village, who 
have repeatedly pointed out 

that their existence depends 
entirely on the earning ev-
ery possible dollar during 
the ten-weeks summer sea-
son, and loss of Sunday trade 
would be fatal.

April 29, 1938

Rights of Way
for Woodbourne Road 

Construction

Most rights of way re-
quired for reconstruction of 
the Woodbourne – Liberty 
highway, which will be re-
built by the State at a cost 
of $250,000, have been ac-
quired, it has been announced 
by the Highway Committee 
of the Board of Supervisors. 
The stretch to be improved 
and somewhat shortened will 
be five and one-half miles 
long and twenty-two feet 
wide, replacing the narrow 
road now in bad condition.

In the summer the highway 
carries a heavy traffic load. 
Eventually it will be extend-
ed from Woodbourne north-
east to Ellenville to form the 
shortest route between the 
latter village and most Sul-
livan points. The State is al-
ready making surveys with 
a view to such construction, 
which may start this autumn. 
Improvement now contem-
plated will start where the 
concrete Town of Liberty 
highway ends. The rebuilt 
road will have eight-foot 
shoulders with many present 
curves eliminated.

New Highway Machinery 
Ordered For Fallsburg

At a meeting of the town 
board on Monday evening, a 
resolution was passed for the 
purchase of a new gasoline 
roller for the Town of Falls-
burg at a cost of $5,025. The 
machinery will be purchased 
from the Springfield Roller 
Co. of Springfield, Ohio, 
and delivery is expected next 
week. Officials declare that 
work on town highways will 
be greatly expedited with the 
aid of the new equipment.

A committee of busi-
ness men representing the 
Chamber of Commerce of 
South Fallsburg presented 
several recommendations 
to the board which included 
the request for twenty-four 
hour police protection for the 
village during the summer 
months.

by Kelly Wells and Amanda Letohic

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

don’t back feed the power 
from it back into the elec-
trical grid. (don’t feed an 
outlet with the generator) 
Make sure you use a good 
extension cord, not the 
lamp cord variety.

When running it never 
run it inside—you run the 
risk of CO poisoning from 
the exhaust gases. Make 
sure the exhaust is fac-
ing away from the house 
and far enough from the 
house so the hot exhaust 
doesn’t start the house on 
fire. Last year I did go to 
a structure fire where the 
house suffered heavy fire 
damage because the ex-
haust faced the outside of 
the house, was too close 
to it  and started it on fire. 

Coming up on Satur-
day, May 12, is the 8th 
Annual Bill Carlson Golf 
Classic. This event is to 
honor Bill who was a 50-
plus year member and 
a Past Chief of the Hur-
leyville Fire Department. 
This event will take place 
at the Terry Brae golf 
course where Bill was a 
greenskeeper, with a shot-
gun start at 1 p.m. There 
will be lunch to start with 
and after golf there will 
be an awards dinner with 
raffles and the golf win-

ners announced. For more 
information call John Jay-
cox (845) 866-6431. You 
don’t have to be a golfer 
to sponsor a “Tee Box,” 
just ask John how, or do-
nate a prize for the raffle.

Looking further down 
the calendar in June is the 
17th Annual Morningside 
Fishing Classic on Satur-
day, June 16, starting at 
5 a.m. For more informa-
tion call me at (845) 796-
8598.

On a sad note, 94-year 
old Oscar Pavloff, our 
oldest living firefighter, 
answered his last alarm. 
In his day, Oscar was 
Chief of the Fire Police 
for many years. He had 
65 years of service to the 
Hurleyville Fire Depart-
ment. He enjoyed the an-
nual family picnic, see-
ing, and catching up with, 
all of the, as he would 
say “oldtimers.” He was 
one of the oldtimes that 
was presented with one of 
the “Firemen of the Year 
Awards “at last summer’s 
family picnic.  As of this 
writing, funeral arrange-
ments were incomplete. 
I do know that he will be 
buried next to his wife 
Ray in the Hurleyville 
Cemetery.

HISTORIC PLAQUES FOR ONE ROOM SCHOOLHOUSES IN THE TOWN OF THOMPSON
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Happy spring, Hur-
leyville!

When I speak of the ups 
and downs of pressure, 
I am referring to what is 
known as “Orthostatic 
Hypotension.” When 
someone stands up from 
sitting or lying down, the 
body must work to adjust 
to the change in posi-
tion. It’s important for the 
body to push blood up-
ward to supply the brain 
with oxygen. Should the 
body fail to do this suf-
ficiently, blood pressure 
falls; and that person may 
feel lightheaded-- or even 
pass out. Simply put, or-
thostatic = upright pos-
ture of the body; hypo = 
less + tension = pressure.

Adequate blood sup-
ply to our body’s organs 
depends on three factors. 
Firstly, a strong enough 
heart to pump blood. 
Secondly, arteries and 
veins able to constrict or 
“squeeze.” And, thirdly, 
enough blood and fluid in 
the vessels. 

When the body changes 
position, a variety of ac-
tions occur involving all 
parts of the cardiovascu-
lar system, as well as the 
autonomic nervous sys-
tem that helps regulate 
their function. Adrenaline 
allows our body to react 
to stress. When someone 
becomes frightened from 
one thing or another, your 
heart beats faster, your 
palms get sweaty, your 
pupils dilate, and your 
hair stands on end. Now, 
Acetylocholine is the 
chemical that is the anti-
adrenaline. This unique 
chemical needs to be ex-
plained.

Did you ever notice that 
when you have a severe 
coughing spell that you 
see little white squiggly 
things in your eyes and 
you feel as though you 
may faint? Or if you rub 
your eyes for an extend-

ed amount of time you 
get that same feeling of 
lightheadedness? Also, 
when going to the bath-
room, should you find 
yourself having difficulty 
moving your bowels and 
you-- respectfully-- grunt 
to move, you see those 
white squiggly things I 
just mentioned? Well, 
the chemical “acetylcho-
line” is released from the 
third cranial nerve and 
passes along the electri-
cal system of your heart 
and your blood pressure 
drops-- along with your 
body possibly finding 
yourself on the floor. This 
is known as a “Vasovagal 
Episode.”  This, too, hap-
pens when we stand up 
too quickly from a seat-
ed position. Henceforth, 
ORTHOSTATIC HYPO-
TENSION. This condi-
tion is not a disease. It 
is, however, an abnormal 
change in blood pressure 
and heart rate associated 
with an illness such as 
dehydration, heart condi-
tions, diabetes, and high 
or low blood pressure. 
For some of us men, the 
ED medications out there 
have the same effect 
when taking nitroglycer-
ine medications. 

Is Orthostatic Hypoten-
sion something we should 
be concerned about? 
Well, feeling faint or 
lightheaded is not normal. 
While a rare episode can 
be explained away such 
as from exercising in the 
heat or heavy workloads, 
more frequent occurrenc-
es should be investigated. 
Never, ever hesitate dial-
ing 911 and asking for 
Paramedics to respond. 
These episodes should 
not be taken for granted.

I hope this information 
has been helpful and in-
formative. 

Be safe and stay well, 
Hurleyville!

“THE UPS & DOWNS 
OF PRESSURE”

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

LIKE A LION PART II
Constable Bronco Kelly has 

been called in to help inves-
tigate a mysterious death in 
Hurleyville after the mutilated 
body of a man is found near 
the Smith Hill Cut. Sullivan 
County Sheriff Walter Flynn 
thinks the man might have 
been mauled by a mountain 
lion, but Bronco is not so sure. 
Here is Part II of our story….

Jay Lass sipped his coffee 
and smiled wearily, holding 
the cup in both hands and ob-
viously savoring the warmth 
it provided. We were sitting 
at the counter at Phil’s Lunch, 
the venerable little eating es-
tablishment owned by Phil 
Scheuren and now run by his 
son John, on Landfield Avenue 
in Monticello.

“You look about as tired as I 
feel, Bronco,” he finally said to 
me. “Sorry about waking you 
so early this morning.”

I shrugged and waited for 
John Schueren to roughly slide 
two plates of scrambled eggs 
and toast along the counter to 
us.

”I’ll survive.”
“How long do you think 

it will take Breakey to do the 
autopsy?” he finally asked qui-
etly.

“I have no idea, but I’m sure 
we will be among the first to 
know.”

We finished our breakfast in 
silence, and then walked up the 
hill to the Sheriff’s office where 
we found Walt Flynn seated 
behind his desk, engrossed in 
reading. He looked up as we 
entered his tiny office.

“Nothing from Breakey yet,” 
he said. “Although he did say 
that at first glance it looked like 
an animal attack to him. Why 
don’t you have a seat, Kelly, 
I’d like to hear what you know 
about mountain lions in this 
area. Jay, you might as well 
stay and learn, as well.”

I figured that Jay had told 
Sheriff Flynn about my back-
ground. After leaving the ser-
vice in 1925, I had been hired 
as a Game Protector by New 
York State as part of an initia-
tive that increased the number 
of Conservation Department 
officers statewide to 150. I had 
worked as a GP for a few years, 
mostly enjoying it, but grew 
increasingly frustrated by the 
lack of public support—even 
from other law enforcement 
and the local courts. And when 
Irene was expecting a child in 
1930 and an opportunity arose 
in the town of Fallsburg, I hired 
on as a constable. It was only 
a slight cut in pay—Game Pro-
tectors were notoriously under-
paid—but the fact that I was 
able to work close to home and 
more or less decided my own 
hours, made up for that. So 
here I was, going on four years 
later.

Point was, Flynn knew I had 
been trained as a state Game 
Protector and had taken a num-
ber of courses in Albany and 
at Cornell to learn as much as 
I could about the wild animals 
that roamed New York. Moun-
tain lions not among them.

Flynn’s voice broke me out 
of my reverie.

“Kelly, when I decided to 
run for Sheriff, a number of 
people, including Lass here, 
told me you were the smartest 
man they knew and advised me 
to make you part of my team. 
For whatever reason, I did not. 
It now appears that fate has 
conspired to show me I was 
wrong.”

“That seems like a bit of an 
overstatement, Sheriff.”

”Well, Kelly, as smart as you 
might be, here’s something 
you don’t know…that body 
we found last night was not the 
first one.”

“There was another?” I 
asked incredulously, while no-

ticing that Jay Lass, sitting to 
my left, did not look surprised.

“Two others,” Flynn cor-
rected. “One in Wurtsboro just 
after I was elected, but before 
I was sworn in, and one about 
two months ago near Ferndale. 
Both bodies were found near 
the railroad tracks and both 
were in pretty much the same 
condition as the one you saw.”

I looked at Jay. He shifted 
uncomfortably on his chair.

“Sorry, Bronc; Sheriff want-
ed to tell you about it himself.”

“We have a situation, Kel-
ly. Can you help us?” Flynn 
asked, almost pleadingly.

“Well, first of all, that infor-

mation you just shared changes 
almost everything I might have 
thought,” I said, not even trying 
to disguise my annoyance at 
being kept in the dark. “I’d like 
to get a look at some of the de-
tails of the other incidents, but I 
can say that the one thing about 
this that I haven’t changed my 
mind about it that it wasn’t a 
panther that did this.”

“A panther? Is that the same 
thing as a mountain lion?” Jay 
asked.

“Panther, puma, cougar, 
mountain lion, catamount…
different names for essen-
tially the same animal. But 
we haven’t seen them around 

here since the 1850s. And if 
they were here you can bet 
they would have been hunted 
and turned in, because there 
have been bounties on them for 
years.”

“Then how do you explain 
what we saw? Something 
mauled that guy,” Jay asked.

Our conversation continued 
for another quarter of an hour 
or so without much direction, 
and then the Sheriff’s phone 
rang, the caller letting him 
know that Dr. Ralph Breakey 
had finished his autopsy.

“Let’s take a walk,” Flynn 
said, getting up. “Breakey has 
finished cutting this guy up, so 

Bronco and Deputy Jay Lass ordered breakfast at Phil’s Lunch on Landfield Avenue in Monticello while waiting for Dr. 
Breakey to finish the autopsy.

An Original Short Story by Jack Robbin 
Illustration by Carol Smith

let’s see what he knows. When 
we get back, Kelly, I’ll make 
sure you get the files on the 
other bodies we found.”

Dr. Ralph S. Breakey was in 
his early to mid-forties, sturdi-
ly built, with strong hands of a 
farmer. He could be alternately 
gruff and charming, and usual-
ly had a twinkle in his eye even 
while being most disagreeable. 
Ostensibly, he had little to add 
to what we already knew, but 
nonetheless, there was a sig-
nificant piece of information 
revealed by his autopsy.

Breakey told us that the 
yet to be identified male vic-
tim was approximately forty 
years of age and suffered from 
chronic alcohol abuse. He was 
malnourished and infested 
with lice. He had died from 
exsanguination resulting from 
massive trauma to his torso 
resulting in severe tearing of 
flesh and some internal organs 
by something very sharp.

“Difficult to say for certain, 
but it sure looks like an ani-
mal’s claws,” he said.

“So you’re saying the 

wounds were confined to the 
front of the body, and the tear-
ing open we saw is what killed 
him?” I asked.

“I would normally say I 
have never seen anything like 
it,” Breakey said. “It is grisly; 
gruesome in the extreme. But 
it is almost identical to the 
wounds I saw on two other 
victims in the last year or so. 
Almost identical.”

“Got to be some kind of 
animal,” Jay Lass said quietly, 
shaking his head.

“It might have been some 
kind of animal,” I said. “But I 
can tell you right now this was 
not a panther attack.”

Constable Bronco Kelly 
seems confident that a moun-
tain lion or panther was not 
the culprit in the death of the 
man whose mutilated body 
was discovered along the 
Hurleyville train tracks. Find 
out what he knows and what 
he’s thinking, and get ready 
for an unusual twist in the 
next chapter of Like a Lion in 
the May edition of The Hur-
leyville Sentinel.

ALBANY – Local and 
statewide government of-
ficials and advocates dis-
cussed Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo’s proposed Empire 
Forest for the Future Ini-
tiative (EFFI) at Forestry 
Awareness Day in March. 
The EFFI is a piece of Gov. 
Cuomo’s proposed 2018-
19 executive budget that 
has the stated goal of pro-
tecting and enhancing the 
health, quality and sustain-
ability of trees and forests 
across New York State.

EFFI’s benefits to the 
public would include se-
questering carbon, reduc-
ing the impacts of flooding, 
preserving wildlife habitat 
and helping the forest prod-
ucts industry grow sustain-
ably in New York State, 
said NYS Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion Commissioner Basil 
Seggos.

“Protecting New York’s 
forest lands and open space 
has been a priority under 
Governor Cuomo’s lead-
ership,” Mr. Seggos said. 
“The Empire Forest for the 
Future Initiative serves as a 
milestone effort to protect 
and conserve the state’s 
vast forest resources held 

by more than 700,000 for-
est owners across New 
York.”

The EFFI proposal would 
reform and expand New 
York’s forest tax incentive 
law to increase sustain-
able production of timber 
on private property for the 
forest products industry; 
encourage preservation of 
open space; reimburse lo-
calities a portion of their 
tax shift resulting from this 

law; implement a timber 
harvest notification system; 
create a state wood product 
procurement preference; 
and establish two new grant 
programs to provide re-
sources for municipalities 
and private forest owners to 
secure and/or manage for-
est lands. The initiative rec-
ognizes that when coupled 
with state land acquisition, 
protecting and sustaining 
New York’s private forest 

lands and developing mu-
nicipally managed com-
munity forests are critical 
components in the fight 
against climate change 
and supporting the state’s 
economy. Private forests 
account for three-quarters 
of New York’s 19 million 
acres of forest land.

“Promoting sustainable 
forest management protects 
the water quality, lands, 
and habitat, that makes the 

Catskill region the beauti-
ful and vibrant place it is,” 
Catskill Mountainkeeper 
Deputy Director Katherine 
Nadeau said. “The Empire 
Forest of the Future Initia-
tive will do just that, and 
should be included in the 
final enacted budget this 
year. For our communities 
and everyone who drinks 
New York City water, much 
of which originates in the 
Catskills, providing incen-
tives to manage our forests 
in a way that protects wa-
ter quality is good common 
sense.”

“This proposal will pro-
vide tax relief to private 
forest land owners, who 
steward 75 percent of New 
York’s 19 million acres of 
forests; and incentivize sus-
tainable forest management 
that can sequester carbon 
dioxide to help us fight cli-
mate change, provide wild-
life habitat, and improve 
water quality,” said Jessica 
Ottney Mahar, policy direc-
tor for The Nature Conser-
vancy in New York. “This 
is one of the most important 
conservation proposals in 
the budget this year.”

Under the current tax 
law program established in 

1974, forest owners with 
more than 50 eligible for-
ested acres receive an ex-
emption of 80 percent from 
local real property taxes by 
agreeing to a strict work 
schedule of forest manage-
ment practices on all acres 
of enrolled forests. The 
new program would lower 
the minimum number of 
acres to 25, and offer the 
opportunity for properties 
certified by a third party as 
sustainably managed for-
est land or that undertake a 
DEC-approved forest man-
agement practice to enter 
the program, as well as re-
quire land owners to com-
mit not to developing the 
property.

If approved in the 2019 
State budget, both the new 
forest tax law and the com-
munity forest and forest 
practices assistance pro-
grams will be expected to 
be available starting March 
1, 2019, or earlier.

For more information 
on EFFI, including all the 
components of the pro-
posed initiative and a 
breakdown of the tax law 
changes, visit DEC’s web-
site at https://www.dec.
ny.gov/lands/112691.html.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA 
Catskill Mountainkeeper and other advocacy groups have spoken out in favor of Gov. An-
drew Cuomo’s proposed Empire Forest for the Future Initiative, aimed at sustainable forest 
management.

NYS PROPOSES FOREST SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVE
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor
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FINDING MY BEST SELF   Hiking The Catskill 3500 Peaks

FALLSBURG ROBOTICS RETURNS TO WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

by Amanda Loviza

THE CATSKILLS – The 
sky was crystal blue and the 
snow was shimmering white, 
and I was running ungracefully 
through more than a foot of 
snow under an arch of hiking 
poles, held aloft by two wom-
en who have inspired me and 
pushed me through countless 
miles of mountains, two boys 
I am madly in love with, and 
two complete strangers. It was 
the most perfect day to join the 
Catskill 3500 Club, and I was 
soaking up every ounce of love 
and support— as well as drink-
ing every drop of champagne, 
of course. This was one of those 
rare moments in life, where you 
have achieved a goal you have 
worked toward with fierce de-
termination, and it feels like the 
whole universe is lifting you up, 
cheering on your success.

Catskill 35er status is achieved 
by climbing 35 individual peaks 
above 3,500 feet in elevation, 
plus four peaks climbed a sec-
ond time during the winter sea-

son, for a total of 39 summits. I 
set a personal goal last April of 
reaching 35er status within one 
year, and I came in at 357 days 
from start to finish. I hiked about 
191 miles over the course of 23 
hiking days, averaging 8.3 miles 
per day.

This wasn’t a thru hike of the 
Appalachian Trail, and I didn’t 
actually intend for the Catskill 
3500 to be some sort of massive 
defining piece of my life. I was 

just getting to know the Catskills 
last spring, and they seemed like 
a beautiful place to pursue my 
love of hiking and soothe my 
soul away from the summer 
crowds of the Hudson High-
lands. I decided I’d try to com-
plete the 3500 in a year mostly 
because I had nothing else to do. 
One year later, and my very be-
ing is entwined in these moun-
tains in a way that I can’t put 
into words. I think people can 

FALLSBURG – After a 
victory at the VEX Robot-
ics Competition Northern 
New York State Champi-
onship, the Fallsburg Jr. 
High School Robotics Team 
will be traveling to the in-
ternational VEX Robotics 
World Championship in 
Louisville, Kentucky April 
25-April 28. Representing 
both New York State and 
the United States will be 
Fallsburg’s Hannah Nikolai, 
Kai Odell Schreier, Hunter 
Doty, Michael Storms, Lexy 
Peters and Oliver Normin-
ton. Supporting Coach Don 
Thomas on the trip is Kai’s 
dad Robert, and  Katrina 
Uhrig.

At the end of the NYS 
tournament, the three Falls-
burg middle school teams 
were ranked first, second 
and fourth in New York 
State. Team 99561D led by 
Kai Odell Schreier, Han-
nah Nicolai, and Michael 
Storms won the Skills 
Award, Excellence Award, 
and were the Tournament 

Champions in the Middle 
School Division. 

On March 19, the Falls-
burg Board of Education 
honored the entire Robotics 
Team of 7 through 12 grad-
ers for their achievements, 
authorized the trip to Ken-
tucky and wished them luck 

at the World Champion-
ship. In thanking the Board, 
Coach Thomas reflected on 
how far the students have 
come in the four years since 
the team began. The inter-
est has grown considerably 
in numbers of students and 
in abilities.  As representa-

tives of New York State at 
the World Championship, 
Fallsburg is one of 188 
teams. VEX Robotics teams 
number over 18,000 and are 
located in 40 different coun-
tries.

“We have a much stronger 
shot to be in the finals this 
year,” said Coach Thomas. 
“We have learned a lot of 
new techniques.  We have 
upped our game in pro-
gramming, and we just have 
better bots this year. Falls-
burg is gaining a solid rep-
utation in the competitive 

world, and other teams seek 
to partner with the Comets 
when they determine ‘alli-
ances’ at the events.”

FCSD is excited about the 
successes of these students 
and will get a chance to view 
their team via Livestream 
connection webcast. For 
information on livestream 
for VEX Robotics World 
Competition: https://www.
robotevents.com/vextv#. 
The APP store free app for 
VEX: https://itunes.apple.
com/us/app/livestream-for-
producers/id493086499.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Amanda Loviza is lifted up by her close friends, boyfriend 
and his son in celebration of completing her Catskill 3500 on 
Balsam Lake Mountain on March 31.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA 
Early morning sun hits the summit of Wittenberg Mountain in Ulster County, overlooking 
the Ashokan Reservoir.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
The Fallsburg Robotics team at the Northern NYS Champi-
onships: (kneeling left to right) Mike Aguilar Torres, Hannah 
Nicolai, Kai Schreier Odell, Hunter Doty, Michael Storms, 
Landen Berry, Jean Paul Serrano, Aiden Ferris and Nicholas 
Muscia. Standing in  back are Mr. Don Thomas, Armaan But-
ler, Mr. Robert Schreier, Oliver Norminton, and Mr. Shawn 
Ferris.

see it, though. They see the way 
I light up when I talk about the 
Catskills, and the peace on my 
face as I ramble through these 
forests. These mountains are 
where I fell in love—with my-
self, again, after a very long and 
rough road.

When I finally left my mar-
riage, I think my biggest fear 
was that I would be forever 
defined as “the girl who got di-
vorced before 30.” I had always 
been so much more than that. I 
was the girl who quit my jour-
nalism career to work in bed 
and breakfasts in Europe just 
because it sounded fun. I’d al-
ready been to more than a doz-
en countries, I was a successful 
journalist and a mildly talented 
photographer. Of course, no one 
who knew me was ever actually 
going to relegate me to being 
defined only by my marital sta-
tus, but hey, Catholic guilt is a 
powerful thing.

I was hiding when I first 
sought the mountains. I’d take 
my journal and my camera and 
go the whole weekend without 
speaking to another human, be-

yond a polite “hello” on the trail. 
The only reason that changed is 
because I love winter hiking so 
damn much. One day I found 
myself spun out on an ice-cov-
ered ledge, facing the wrong 
direction, unable to get my feet 
back under me and about two 
feet from falling down a very 
unpleasant-looking cliff. That 
was the day I grudgingly decid-
ed I needed to find hiking part-
ners. I joined a Facebook group 
called Women Who Hike, and 
found myself at the last minute 
typing onto a message thread 
that I’d join a meetup happen-
ing that weekend.

As much as I love the moun-
tains themselves, it is the 
women I have shared them 
with who have truly opened 
my eyes. That first group hike, 
I naturally gravitated toward 
the other woman who said the 
word “divorced,” and I was a 
bit wary of the animated one 
who brought homemade cook-
ies (even though I asked for 
the recipe and had to restrain 
myself from stealing the whole 
bag). Two weeks ago she was 

in my kitchen, casually whip-
ping up a few cookies the night 
before we headed out for a 10-
mile bushwhack. Three of the 
women from that hike became 
my lifeblood through 2017, 
and I expect the four of us to be 
converging for local and inter-
national hiking adventures for 
many years to come.

Three weeks after I began my 
pursuit of the Catskill 3500, I 
joined two of those new hiking 
friends in an attempt to tackle 
the Devil’s Path in one day. I’d 
never hiked double digit miles, 
but I showed up with a liter of 
water and some Clif bars, so I 
thought I was good to go. For-
tunately my always-prepared 
friend had a second, much larger 
water bottle to augment my piti-
ful supply. We made it over four 
3500 peaks that day before bail-
ing around the last one. More 
than 22 miles in one day, from 
sun up to sundown.

That single hike redefined 
what I thought I was capable 
of. It was no-holds-barred from 
then on. My friends and I have 
done whole ranges in a day. We 
drank mimosas as we watched 

the sunrise following a 4-mile 
hike in the dark, and we pulled 
icicles from our eyelashes in -35 
degree wind chill. We’ve shared 
pre-hike sleepovers and post-
hike beers. I’ve learned to read 
topographic maps and follow a 
GPS. I can find the handholds 
on a rocky summer climb or 
pick out the shallowest passage 
in a winter snowdrift.

As one old friend (and li-
censed therapist) told me, 
“You’ve become the person you 
were always meant to be.” The 
mountains teach you who you 
are, and who you can be. I can 

be the person who breaks trail 
for two miles on snowshoes 
while also reading the GPS. I 
can be the person who climbs 10 
Adirondack high peaks in one 
day. I can get up in the middle 
of the night despite never having 
been a morning person, so that 
I can watch the sunrise from a 
mountaintop. I can make friends 
on group hikes and then share 
some of life’s best moments 
with them.

I’m a better person than I was 
when I started the Catskill 3500, 
and I love that feeling. Also, my 
quads look amazing.

SUNY SULLIVAN STREAKING
by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE – The 
2018 season has so far been 
one of prolonged streaks for 
the SUNY Sullivan baseball 
team.

The Generals began the 
season with three straight vic-
tories before weather forced 
cancellation of six consecutive 
games, and then dropped five 
in a row. 

Sullivan kicked off the sea-
son on March 18 in Brook-
lyn, sweeping a doubleheader 
against Kingsborough Com-
munity College and outscoring 
the Wave 29-1 in the process. 
The Generals banged out eight 
hits in a 12-0 shutout win in the 
opener, getting four innings of 
one-hit pitching from fresh-

man Daniel Rodriguez, who 
fanned six. Sophomore first 
baseman Joselito Castro drove 
in three runs for Sullivan.

In the second of the two five 
inning contests, the Generals 
struck for 17 runs, with fresh-
man designated hitter Jean 
Paul Compres and sophomore 
catcher Cain Ruiz both driving 
home three.

Following the sweep, Sulli-
van embarked on a road trip to 
the south but saw consecutive 
doublehearders against Cecil 
College, Southern Maryland, 
and East Carolina University 
rained out on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, March 23-25.

Those cancellations were 
followed by a 21 hit, 16 run 
outburst against Craven Com-
munity College resulting in a 

16-7 Sullivan victory. Sopho-
more second baseman Manny 
Nova homered for the Gener-
als, while Joselito Castro and 
Brandon Maravi drove in five 
runs apiece. 

Next came doubleheader 
losses to Southern Maryland 
and Chesapeake College, and 
a 13-7 defeat at the hands of 
Delaware Technical Com-
munity College, leaving the 
Generals at 3-5 on the season 
as this edition of The Sentinel 
went to press.

Sullivan plays five games in 
four days to open the month of 
April, including a visit to Bor-
ough of Manhattan Commu-
nity College on Wednesday, 
April 4 and then home and 
home series against Rockland 
to conclude the week. 

PLEASE VISIT HURLEYVILLEARTSCENTRE.ORG 
OR CALL 866-811-4111 FOR TICKETS & INFORMATION

A P R I L  A T

April 14 - 7:30pm

PATRICE PIKE & SHELLEY KING
Two women at the forefront of Austin, Texas’ music legacy, Patrice Pike and 
Shelley King will hold court, tell stories and blow the walls out with acoustic 
versions of the songs that put them on the national scene.

 EARTH DAY CELEBRATION!
April 20, 21, 22 - 7:30pm

JANE co-sponsored by   
From Brett Morgen, acclaimed director of “Kurt Cobain: Montage Of Heck”
and National Geographic Films, with music by Philip Glass. This cinematic
documentary tells the story of Jane Goodall and her chimpanzee research 
which challenged the male-dominated scientific consensus of her time.

April 21 - 11am

CLOTHING SWAP At Gallery 222
In celebration of Earth Day, we are swapping our gently used clothing and 
accessories for some sweet new finds. Clothing swaps are a great way to 
downsize your closet and give life to pre-loved items by shopping sustainably 
in a and socially conscious way.

April 21 - 4pm

RAIL TRAIL WALK &
HERBAL COCKTAILS
Join Laura Silverman, Founding Naturalist at , for a walk 
along the Rail Trail to observe native plants and other natural phenomena of 
early spring. After, we will gather at the Arts Centre for refreshments made
with local and wild-foraged ingredients.

Plus IMAGES ON VIEW BY JULIE LARSEN MAHER
OF THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY ©WCS  At Gallery 222

April 26 - 7pm

HOPE ON THE HUDSON
Three Short Films One Great River; Part III of the “River At Risk” series, these 
compelling short films focus on the efforts to preserve and restore the Hudson 
River, both environmentally and socially. The series will be followed by a Q&A 
with local and regional experts

April 27 - 6:30pm

HOW TO DEFUSE A BOMB
This film looks at the work of the Project Children organization, established in 
1975 by NYPD bomb squad member Denis Mulcahy. The organization allowed 
over 23,000 children from Catholic and Protestant backgrounds in Ireland to 
escape the “The Troubles” and live together in the United States over the course 
of a summer. There will be a Q&A following the film with Denis Mulcahy himself.

April 28 - 6:30pm

LIKE ANY OTHER KID
This film follows the relationships between incarcerated youth and staff in 
three secure facilities across the country. As staff provides the basics of love, 
guidance, and structure, the youth transform before our eyes. followed by a 
Q&A with award-winning director Victoria Mills.
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