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BASKETBALLTHE BIGGER PICTURE
by John Conway

MONTICELLO – For the 
first time ever in this country 
there are more people em-
ployed in healthcare than in 
any other sector of the econ-
omy. In this case, Sullivan 
County is considerably ahead 
of the curve, as that milestone 
occurred here in 2012.

And healthcare became the 
number one employer in New 
York State five years before 
that. 

“In 2000, there were 7 mil-
lion more workers in manu-
facturing than in healthcare. At 
the beginning of the Great Re-
cession, there were 2.4 million 
more workers in retail than 
healthcare. In 2017, health-
care surpassed both,” Derek 
Thompson writes in a recent 
article in The Atlantic entitled 
“Healthcare Just Became the 
U.S.’s Largest Employer,” cit-
ing data from the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics.

In New York State, the 
Department of Labor lumps 
Health Services together with 
Education as one sector of 
the workforce, and at the end 
of 2017 there were slightly 
more than 2 million workers 
in that category. That’s nearly 
double the number employed 
in the sector in January of 
1990. During that same time 
period manufacturing jobs in 
New York dropped by more 
than one-half, from just over 

one million to 433,000. The 
employment sector labeled as 
Trade, Transportation & Utili-
ties is currently the second 
largest in New York.

In Sullivan County, where 
hotels once employed 16,000 
workers at the height of their 
season, government has been 
the largest employer since the 
collapse of the region’s re-
nowned resort industry. That 
changed in 2012, as the growth 
of operations such as The Cen-
ter for Discovery and the New 
Hope Community spurred an 
increase in the Education and 
Health Services sector, propel-
ling it into the top spot. And 
while the number of health-

care workers has increased 
more or less steadily in the 
county over the past decade, 
the number of workers in the 
sector designated as Govern-
ment has actually declined.

According to statistics pro-
vided by Laura Quigley, the 
county’s Director of Work-
force Development, there 
were 32,800 Sullivan County 
residents employed as of 
November of 2017, 27,300 
of them in non-farm related 
industries. 8,000 of those 
workers, or nearly 30%, were 
employed in Education and 
Health Services. That number 
is up from 7,400 one year be-
fore, an increase of more than 

8 per cent.
Locally, the increase in 

healthcare related jobs be-
gan with the re-purposing of 
abandoned hotels into facili-
ties for the developmentally 
disabled in the 1970s and has 
intensified over the past 20 
years. The Center for Discov-
ery alone created an estimated 
800 jobs between 2000 and 
2010 and nearly 200 more 
since then. New Hope has also 
grown, and the addition of the 
extensive Crystal Run medical 
operation has also added to the 
numbers.

In Sullivan County, the 
opening of the Resorts World 
Catskills Casino and the Yo1 
Wellness Center in 2018 will 
result in a major upswing in 
employment in the Leisure & 
Hospitality sector, but the pro-
jected expansion in services at 
The Center for Discovery and 
the resulting jobs that expan-
sion will create, suggests the 
healthcare sector should re-
main strong. 

Nationwide, the trend is 
also likely to continue, as the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
projects that five of the ten 
fastest growing job titles over 
the next decade will be health-
care related. Thompson writes 
that the need to provide care 
for the country’s increasingly 
aging population is one of the 
main reasons the transition to 
a service economy will not 
end anytime soon.

HARRIS – As the larg-
est employer in Sullivan 
County, The Center for 
Discovery is a major driv-
er of the local and regional 
economy, generating more 
than $1 billion in econom-
ic impact since 2010. 

A recent economic im-
pact study undertaken 
by TEConomy Partners 
found that in 2016 alone, 
The Center for Discovery 
generated $193.1 million 
of economic activity for 
the State of New York. In 
that same year, The Center 
supported a total of 2,119 
jobs with $111.9 million 
in compensation, and ac-
counted for $9.9 million 
in state and local tax rev-
enue. 

The Center for Discov-
ery provides healthcare 
and education to more 
than 1,200 children and 
adults with complex dis-
abilities, medical frail-
ties and Autism Spectrum 
Disorders. As a designated 
Center of Excellence by 
the New York State De-
partment of Health and the 
Office for People with De-
velopmental Disabilities, 
The Center is a leader in 
the treatment and research 
of complex disabilities, 
including the develop-
ment of residential, medi-
cal, clinical, and special 
education programs. The 
Center partners with re-
searchers and scientists 
from major universities to 
pioneer studies designed 
to further advance under-
standing and improve care 
for those with complex 
disabilities. 

The Center directly em-
ploys more than 1,500 
employees, and the orga-
nization’s average salary 
of $49,449 is 33 percent 
higher than the average 
private-sector wage in Sul-
livan County. The funds 
for The Center’s $103.8 
million annual operating 
budget flow into the coun-
ty from state and federal 
sources as well as private 
philanthropy, supporting 
The Center’s innovative 
school and residential pro-
gram, and leading to com-
munity investments like 

the Hurleyville Maker’s 
Lab and Hurleyville Arts 
Centre. 

The study examined not 
only the direct and indirect 
economic impacts of The 
Center, but the education-
al and societal impacts of 
The Center’s work. Inno-
vations like the indieGo, 
which expands mobil-
ity by converting manual 
wheelchairs to powered 
chairs, will improve qual-
ity of life for thousands 
of people. By focusing 
on possibilities instead of 
disabilities and striving 

to create better care and 
opportunity for the most 
vulnerable, The Center for 
Discovery is investing in 
the building blocks of a 
better world for everyone, 
the report says.

The authors of the re-
port, TEConomy Part-
ners, are a global research, 
analysis, and strategy firm 
based in Columbus, Ohio, 
which has performed eco-
nomic impact analyses for 
the Human Genome Proj-
ect, the Mayo Clinic, and 
many universities and aca-
demic medical centers.

HEALTHCARE DRIVING THE ECONOMY
National Trend Now In Line with State, County

TCFD MAKES $1 BILLION
IMPACT
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by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE – In cel-
ebration of Black History 
Month and the bicentennial 
of Frederick Douglass’ birth, 
local actor and educator G. 
Oliver King is bringing the 
former slave, abolitionist and 
orator to life with two perfor-
mances of his work. 

Mr. King will present Dou-
glass’ fiery speech, “What to 
the American Slave is Your 
4th of July?” at the Hur-
leyville Arts Centre on Feb. 
8 at 6 p.m. For those who 
miss that performance or 
want to hear more of Dou-
glass’ words, Mr. King will 
present excerpts from Doug-
lass’ autobiography, “Narra-
tive of the Life of Frederick 
Douglass,” in a performance 
entitled “Irresolute Redemp-
tion,” at SUNY Sullivan’s 
Seelig Theatre on Feb. 14 at 
12 p.m. 

Bringing the words of 
Frederick Douglass to the 
community is a powerful way 
to celebrate Black History 
Month, Mr. King said. Dou-
glass was a prophetic orator, 

and an abolitionist whose 
words and actions have been 
emulated by many civil rights 
activists in the decades since 
his death. Mr. King said he 
can’t really say audiences 
“enjoy” Douglass’ words, be-
cause they are such powerful 
portrayals of the injustices of 
slavery, but Douglass’ per-
sonal story sheds light on a 
portion of U.S. history that 
needs to be remembered, 
however uncomfortable. 

In “What to the American 
Slave is Your 4th of July?” 
Douglass has come into his 
own as an activist, and he 
doesn’t pull any punches, Mr. 
King said. Douglass gives 
credit to the greatness of 
America as a nation, but chal-
lenges the Declaration of In-
dependence and the nation’s 
leaders, saying how dare they 
speak those words when so 
many of the country’s resi-
dents are not given the rights 
to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness. In the autobio-
graphical work Mr. King will 
present at SUNY Sullivan, 
Douglass reflects on the un-
fairness of his birth, surmis-

ing that he was fathered by the 
slave master and questioning 
how the white children of the 
slave master could be treated 
so differently than the black 
children.

Frederick Douglass’ words 
remain just as meaningful to-
day as they did in the 1800s, 
Mr. King said. We live in 
troubling times with the cur-
rent administration’s policies 
about immigration, women’s 
rights and other issues, Mr. 
King said, and racial tensions 
remain prevalent. Douglass 
spoke strongly about work-

ing for the betterment of all 
groups of people. Douglass 
lived in a time that was nei-
ther fair nor equitable, Mr. 
King said, and he hopes 
those who listen to him pres-
ent Douglass’ words will 
draw their own conclusions 
about pursuing a future for 
this country that is best for all 
people. 

“We’re all human and we 
should be celebrated for our 
individual beauty,” Mr. King 
said.

The lessons of Frederick 
Douglass are still so impor-
tant, Mr. King said, teach-
ing people to do things with 
heart, love and respect, and 
approaching change in a 
peaceful way. 

“We have to keep working 
hard to make it better for ev-
eryone,” Mr. King said.

There is a $10 suggested 
donation for entry to Mr. 
King’s Feb. 8 performance at 
the Hurleyville Arts Centre. 
College students get in free. 
The Feb. 14 performance at 
SUNY Sullivan, which falls 
on Douglass’ 200th birthday, 
is free of charge for everyone.

ACTOR BRINGS BLACK HISTORY MONTH TO LIFE 
THROUGH FREDERICK DOUGLASS

PHOTO PROVIDED
Local actor Oliver King will 
portray renowned aboli-
tionist Frederick Douglass in 
two different performances 
this month.

SOURCE: SULLIVAN COUNTY OFFICE OF WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

by John Conway

SOUTH FALLSBURG 
– The Fallsburg Town 
Board on Monday eve-
ning, January 22 voted to 
award the contract for in-
stallation of the new Hur-
leyville traffic light to Ray 
Pantel, Inc., an electrical 
contractor from Middle-
town. The company does 
many of the traffic light 
installations in the region 
and its namesake has deep 
Fallsburg roots.

Fallsburg Supervisor 
Steve Vegliante said that 
from a safety standpoint, 

the traffic light is a much 
needed addition to Hur-
leyville’s Main Street. In-
stallation is scheduled to 
begin this spring.

A signal warrant analy-
sis completed in June of 
2016 by the Albany, NY 
traffic engineering firm 
Creighton Manning rec-
ommended that a three 
color traffic light be ap-
proved for the intersec-
tion of Main Street, Mon-
gaup Road and Railroad 
Avenue.

All costs associated 
with the installation and 
operation of the traffic 

signal will be assumed by 
The Center for Discovery 
as the sole property owner 
within the newly formed 
Hurleyville Parking Dis-
trict.

In other business, the 
Town Board recognized 
the Fallsburg High School 
students in Mrs. Pamela 
Garritt’s Photography 
Class for the “beautiful 
exhibit they created in the 
Hurleyville Arts Centre” 
beginning on December 
21, 2017.  

Councilman and Falls-
burg High School guid-
ance counselor Joe Levner 

announced that awards 
were given to four of the 
student photographers:  
Brandon Castro Perez 
earned a $100 prize, Kath-
leen Houghtaling won the 
second place prize of $50, 
Nicholas Norminton’s 
prize for third place was 
$25, while Kevin Hurtado 
merited Honorable Men-
tion.

The Board also accepted 
with regret the resignation 
of long tenured Council-
man Arnold Seletsky and 
approved his appointment 
as the Town’s new Parks 
Director.

TOWN BOARD AWARDS CONTRACT
FOR HURLEYVILLE LIGHT

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Center for Discovery has generated more than $1 billion in economic impact for New 
York State since 2010.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fallsburg High School Technology teacher Pam Garritt (left) joins students (l to r) Kevin Hurtado, John Lerario, Jack-
lyn Hatt, Kathleen Houghtaling, and Fallsburg Councilman Joe Levner at the January 22 Town Board meeting.
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

Q. What is Valentine’s Day and do you have a Valentine? 
(Asked of pre-school children)

“Valentine’s Day is a 
Dance! My Valentine 
is my Mommy.”

“My Daddy is My 
V-tine. I got a Big 
Daddy.”

“I don’t know. 
Books. My Sister is 
my Valentine.”

“It’s when everyone 
loves each other. Luke 
is my Valentine.”

“My Valentine is my 
Friend Melina.”

“You decorate your 
home. My family is 

my Valentine.”

“It’s about love and 
kisses. My Mommy 

& Daddy are my 
Valentine.”

The members of Hurleyville-
Sullivan First will begin getting 
gardens, planters and barrels 
ready for planting in early spring. 
Everyone is welcome to come out 
and help. Work dates will be an-
nounced.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
meets on the third Thursday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at the Hur-
leyville Firehouse. The meetings 
are open to everyone who is in-
terested in the revitalization and 
beautification of Hurleyville.  

For more information about 
Hurleyville and Hurleyville-
Sullivan First, please visit us on 
Facebook or at www.hurleyvil-
leny.com. 

More information will be avail-
able soon on a new program, 
“First Sunday” events, debuting 
in March at the Sullivan County 
Museum in Hurleyville.

The bell at the entrance to the 
Sullivan County Museum in Hur-
leyville was donated to the Sul-
livan County Historical Society. 
The society obtained a grant to 
move it and to create its base. A 
plaque will be placed on the bell 
this spring.

A collection of post cards and 
other memorabilia in the soci-
ety’s archives is available for use 
by folks researching hotels and 
bungalow colonies in Sullivan 
County. The upstairs corridor at 
the museum is home to a display 
featuring many Sullivan County 
hotels.

The society has about 100 Sul-
livan County yearbooks ready to 
be digitized and made searchable. 
The free service is provided by 
Oklahoma Correction Industries 
to community organizations, in-
cluding libraries and historical 
societies. OCI is a rehabilitation 
and jobs training program that is 
affiliated with the Oklahoma De-
partment of Corrections. There 
are gaps in the collection that the 
society would like to fill before 
shipping the yearbooks out for 
digitization: 

Fallsburg  1951, 1958, 
1965, 1968, 1972, 1973, 1980, 
1983, and any before 1947 and 
after 1987

Liberty    1943-1946, 
1948, 1959, 1964, 1966, 1968-
1974, 1976-1979, and any before 
1942 and after 1980 

Monticello - 1932, 1933, 
1936-1938, 1941, 1965, 1969-
1972,1976, 1980 and any after 
1983

Tri-Valley - 1959, 1962 and any 
before 1958 and after 1964 

Delaware Valley - 1946, 1947, 
1949, 1950, 1952, 1953, 1963 and 
any before 1945 and after 1968

Sullivan West -  all years
Eldred  - any before or after 

1990
Roscoe  - any before or after 

1952
Livingston Manor - any before 

1993 or after 1994
Jeff-Youngsville - any before or 

after 1949
Narrowsburg - 1962, 1963, any 

before 1961 and after 1964
Sullivan County Community 

College any after 1974
Please contact the society if you 

have yearbooks you’d like to do-
nate to the collection. The society 
can be reached at 845-434-8044 
or at genealogy@scnyhistory.org. 

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

What an amazing January!  
Weeks of brutal weather, a full 
moon and ending with a full 
moon and a full lunar eclipse.  
Can you feel the energy?

It’s so easy to get caught up in 
the winter doldrums, so let me let 
you in on some of the exciting 
things going on in our little space. 

I received a video from Hur-
leyville’s own David and Julie 
Bloch.  It’s a bit of a departure 
from their extraordinary folksy 
music with the addition of Mike 
Jung on vocals and guitar, and I 
have to tell you, I was very im-
pressed.  The synergy of Mike 
and David’s “picking” and the 
blend of vocals, well, all I can 
say is I watched it several times, 
which for me is unusual.  No 
dates for bringing this duo (or 
possibly trio) out yet as it is still in 
the development stages, but I will 
sure let you know when it does.

Saturday nights are music 
nights at the Pickled Owl.  Treat 
yourself to a drink and an amaz-
ing dinner prepared by Evan and 
immerse yourself in a night of 
fun.  The Hurleyville Arts Centre 
is just across the street and is now 
showing contemporary mov-
ies….so….you get the picture. 
(wink)

A bit out of the area (O.K., a lot 
out of the area) is a piano recital 
by my friend Rob Kilpert at The 
Arts Society in Kingston on Feb 
9.  Rob is an organic farmer and 
a cancer survivor who I worked 
closely with as a fellow board 
member of Empowering Ellen-
ville.  He’s a wonderful person 
and who knew he has played the 
piano for 30 years!  The secrets 
one learns.  This is a benefit with 
all proceeds going to the Oncol-
ogy Support Program with a sug-
gested donation of $10.  What I 
know of Rob, he does everything 
well and I have no doubt that this 
will be a stellar performance.

Hey, you know that scarf 
you’ve been knitting or crochet-
ing and has been half finished for 
years that you wish you had to-

Harper

Declan

Parker

Levi

Eddie

Kadence

Hudson

As the days get longer, for 
those of us who live to garden, 
the excitement builds as our 
imagination fills with the splen-
dor of the coming summer. On 
the warmer days of winter we 
occasionally have weather mild 
enough to get outside and cut 
back last years’ foliage, rake up 
debris, clean up the compost pile 
a bit and alleviate our cabin fever 
just a tiny bit.

By now you have probably 
received seed and plant catalogs 
and are chomping at the bit to 
start your seeds, but give it just a 
little bit more time and soon you 
can get started. I always suggest 
to gardeners to check in with 
friends and family to see what 

seed they may have saved from 
last year and to make some room 
in their planning for cuttings or 
divisions of plants of their favor-
ites. Then indulge in seed pur-
chases based on what you know 
you have room for. 

Each year seed companies of-
fer new varieties that are worth 
trying, along with the tried and 
true beloved plants. For me, it’s 
SUN GOLD tomatoes that I 
simply could not live without. I 
wait for them with anticipation 
more than anything else in my 
garden except maybe my straw-
berries. I never miss a year of 
growing them! But it’s the high 
summer bloom symphony that 
really gets me each year and 

it’s those plants I miss the most 
when they fade or freeze, like 
morning glories, hollyhocks, lil-
ies and nasturtiums.

For now, drag out all your 
seed-starting supplies from the 
basement or garage, sort through 
your old seeds, purchase what 
you still need and plan on getting 
going within the next 4-6 weeks. 
Find your garden plan from last 
year and update it with new 
ideas. For seeding, you’ll need 
a sunny window or light table, 
seed trays, planting media, wa-
tering can, fertilizer (preferably 
organic), and a little patience. 
There’s nothing quite like seeing 
that first green seedling pop up!

This month, The Hurleyville 
Sentinel welcomes a new con-
tributor, John “The Weather-
man” Simon, who will be writing 
a regular feature on weather-
related happenings and local 
forecasts. Check out his column 
to learn fun weather facts and 
prepare for the seasons ahead.

Groundhog Day is a popular 
day in the USA and Canada. It 
comes with myths and legends. 
The weather lore was brought 

from German-speaking areas 
where the badger is the forecast-
ing animal. In the United States 
and Canada, if the groundhog 
sees his shadow on February 
2, there will be six more weeks 
of bad weather. If it is cloudy 
and he doesn’t see his shadow, it 
is the sign of an early spring.

Groundhogs are rodents 
and weigh between 12 and 15 
pounds. They can live up to 8 
years, have the ability to climb 

trees, and are also called a bear-
rat. In Nova Scotia, Groundhog 
Day is called Dax Day, and it is 
also called Candlemas Day. 

Punxsutawney Phil has pre-
dicted 103 forecasts for winter 
and just 17 for an early spring, 
and Phil is only 39 percent accu-
rate in his predictions.

This year, Punxsutawney Phil 
saw his shadow, predicting six 
more weeks of winter.

FROM THE FARM
by Eve Springwood Minson

FROM THE WEATHER CENTER
by John Simon

The museum also has a “gift 
shop” offering a collection of Sul-
livan County-related books, maps, 
posters, postcards and memora-
bilia. 

Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing to explore genealogy and the 
history of life in Sullivan County 
can call Pat Burns at the museum.  
The museum’s phone number is 
845-434-8044. 

The museum, located at 265 
Main St., Hurleyville, is open 
from Tuesday to Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on Sunday 
from 1 to 4:30 p.m.

Please visit www.scnyhistory.
org for more information on the 
Sullivan County Historical Soci-
ety and the Sullivan County Mu-
seum.  You can also visit the Sulli-
van County Historical Society and 
Museum on Facebook.

Watch for the date! The Hur-
leyville United Methodist Church 
will host its annual (and delicious) 
Corned Beef Dinner in March.

The Bread of Life Food Pantry 
at the Hurleyville United Method-
ist Church is open each Thursday 
(except the first Thursday of each 
month) from 4:30 to 6 p.m. The 
volunteers at the food pantry also 
provide free clothing for families 
in need on the last Thursday of 
each month.  

Services are held at the church 
each Sunday from 9 to 10 a.m.

The church holds prayer meet-
ings every Monday from 10 a.m. 
until noon.  

A Bible study group meets at 
the church every Tuesday from 7 
to 8 p.m.

Volunteers at the church host 
the Community Lunch Program. 
Dates for the program will be an-
nounced on the church’s page on 
Facebook.

The church hosts a Youth Group 
on Fridays from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Young people are invited to join 
in a variety of activities including 
board games, trivia, movie nights, 
arts and crafts. Dates will be an-
nounced on the church’s page on 
Facebook.

Please call Katrina at 845-436-
7942 for more information or if 
you can help with any of these 

day?  Why not bring it to the Knit 
In at Fiber on Main.  The second 
and fourth Wednesday evenings 
of each month are set aside as get 
togethers of fiber workers to ex-
change ideas while they work on 
whatever project they have.

There’s a very special night 
coming up on Feb. 24.  No, it’s 
not the ‘snow date’ for Valen-
tines Day.  It’s the record release 
party at Cabernet Franks of Mike 
Mizinski’s (MiZ) new non-solo 
CD.  You’ve read my revue of 
this amazing young man and his 
group and here’s your chance to 
see him (again) live in a smaller 
venue.  I do believe it’s just a mat-
ter of time until he won’t have 
time to play locally anymore.  
And Little Sparrow will be open-
ing for him again.  Where else 
can one get to see two fun bands 
in one night?  I am looking for-
ward to this one!

Lastly, a dear friend berated 
me recently for not including 
Hurleyville’s Kevin McDaniel’s 
radio show “Home Grown” in 
my schedule anymore.  My bad.  
I promise to include him from 
now on.

Here you go…get your mittens 
ready…..

Mondays
Dutch’s Open Mic: 205 Rock 

Hill Dr., Rock Hill, 7p.m.
Tuesdays
OdDness with The Greater 

Sullivan County Search and 
Rescue Orchestra (Joanna Gass, 
Steve Schwartz, Kenny Wind-
heim, Eric Neis and Bobby C), 
Brew, 280 Rock Hill Dr., Rock 
Hill, 5:30-8:30 p.m.  As this ven-
ue seems to book these very pop-
ular nights last minute due to the 
unpredictability of the weather, I 
suggest you call in advance.  845-
796-2222

Fridays: 
Feb 9: Winter benefit Concert 

with Rob Kilpert, The Arts So-
ciety of Kingston, 97 Broadway, 
Kingston, 5:30-7 p.m. suggested 
donation $10 (snow date Feb. 16)

Sorella:  Jazz Standards with 

DEFINO and RAVDIN, and 
great Italian food!  6-9 p.m., 3562 
State Rte 55, Kauneonga Lake

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main St., 
(Exit 98 off 17W) Parksville;  8 
p.m.

Feb 3:  Shlomo Franklin and 
his band

Feb 9: Johnny Jules Band
Feb 23: Rare Form (and Jason 

Merril’s Birthday)
Saturdays: 
Sorella: Jazz Standards with 

Defino and Ravdin, 3562 State 
Rte 55, Kauneonga Lake; 6-9 
p.m.

Feb 3: Open Mic/Home 
Grown: host Kevin McDaniel  
WJFF 90.5FM, 12-1 p.m.  This 
week’s guest is John Horrigan 
and his indie folksy style.

Feb 3:  Lydia’s: The Acquain-
tances, 7 Old Hwy 209, Stone 
Ridge 7-9 p.m.

Pickled Owl, 218 Main St., 
Hurleyville; 6-9 p.m.

Feb 3: Marc Delgado (acoustic 
variety)

Feb 10: Handsome Johnny (in 
the style of Riche Havens)

Feb 17: Albi (don’t miss this!)
Feb 24: Mizmu (modern clas-

sic and funk)
Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main St. 

(Exit 98 off 17W), Parksville; 
7:30 p.m.

Feb 10: The Barn Cats (always 
a rollicking good time!) 

Feb 17: Dave Clegg
Feb 24: Mike Mizwinski (bet-

ter known to all of us as MiZ) re-
cord release party  

Sundays
Music Where You Least Ex-

pect It: 11am–1:30ish, DeFillipis 
Bakery, 506 Broadway, Monti-
cello

The Dancing Cat Saloon:  
#ShineOn, Jazz Brunch, 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., 2037 State Rte 17B, 
Bethel

So wrap that now finished 
scarf around your neck and get 
out and have some FUN.

Happy Valentine’s Day to you 
all!

Until next time…….

activities.
The members of Columbia Hill 

Neighborhood Alliance (CHNA) 
continue to closely monitor the 
status of the proposed Gan Eden 
project on Columbia Hill and oth-
er developments in the towns of 
Fallsburg and Thompson.  

CHNA has requested a copy 
of the Town of Thompson’s le-
gal response, which was due 
by February 2, 2018, to litigation 
filed against the Town of Thomp-
son by the developer of the Gan 
Eden project, Larry Frenkel/At-
lantic Development LLC. The liti-
gation concerns a local zoning law 
enacted on November 20, 2012, 
that changed the allowed density 
of multi-family units to 1.9 apart-
ment units/acre and 4 townhouse 
units/acre. This was the level per-
mitted prior to a Thompson town-
wide zoning change enacted in 
2005. 

The first site plan for Gan Eden 
was submitted by the developer of 
the project in 2007. The developer 
had 5 years to obtain Planning 
Board approval for their initial 
plan to build 885 units before 
the density level was rolled back 
in 2012. They now lack sufficient 
buildable acreage to allow their 
current proposal of 147 town-
houses and 388 apartment units.

The developer is seeking to 
have the local zoning law voided, 
alleging its enactment was “ar-
bitrary and capricious” and dis-
criminatory to rental housing. The 
members of CHNA hope that the 
Town of Thompson’s attorneys 
will mount a strong and vigorous 
defense of this local law. There 
was a public hearing on this lo-
cal law in 2012 but the developer 
didn’t appear or communicate 
with the Town protesting this 
change back to prior density lev-
els.

Additionally, the Delaware Riv-
er Basin Commission (DRBC) is 
reviewing an application submit-
ted by the developer of Gan Eden 
seeking the required approval of 
groundwater withdrawal to sup-
ply up to 9.142 million gallons a 
month of water to the applicant’s 
proposed public water supply sys-
tem. This withdrawal amount is 
almost double what the Town of 
Thompson’s calculations of water 
usage indicate. A public hearing 
will be scheduled to be held by 
May of 2018.  The DRBC’s web-
site to track this project (Docket 
# D-2017-002 CP-1) is www.
nj.gov/drbc/programs/projects/pr/
status-pg.html. 

Please visit CHNA at www.co-
lumbiahill.org or on Facebook for 
more information on the Colum-
bia Hill Neighborhood Alliance.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Members of Hurleyville-Sullivan First will begin getting gar-
dens, planters and barrels ready for planting in early spring.  
Everyone is welcome to come out and help. 
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LOVE HEALS Warm Up Valentine’s Weekend with
“Love Songs and…”

CALLING ALL HIGH-SCHOOLERS: 
SEND US YOUR DRUG AWARENESS VIDEO!

FALLSBURG SEVENTH GRADERS RECEIVE 
DARE GRADUATION CERTIFICATES

FALLSBURG – An 
important part of the 
anti-drug and positive 
decision making effort 
at Fallsburg Jr/Sr High 
School is providing the 
DARE Real Refusal 
Strategy Program to all 
seventh graders, one 
of the most vulnerable 
ages in our society.  

On December 18, 
2017 Fallsburg Jr/Sr 
High School Resource 
Office (SRO) Jason Ed-
wards awarded the en-
tire class of 117 students 
certificates of comple-
tion of this valuable 
program. The essential 
parts of the ten week 
training are contained in 
the acronym REAL. 

REFUSE is saying no, 
I don’t want to do some-
thing. EXPLAIN is say-
ing why I don’t want to 
do something. AVOID 
is keeping away from a 
situation I don’t want to 
be involved in. LEAVE 

by Heather Gibson

HURLEYVILLE – 
My heart was more than 
crushed. It felt like I was 
literally going to rip in two 
pieces and never go back 
together again. One min-
ute I was swimming, and 
the next I was drowning. 
How could something so 
wonderful turn to crap so 
damn fast? My heart was 
filled with song and then 
suddenly overwhelming 
despair. If you have a pulse 
and bleed red, you’ve prob-
ably felt this kind of loss. 
Taylor Swift writes, “A let 
down is worth a few songs. 
A heart break is worth a 
few albums.” However, 
I’m not going to allow us to 
wallow in our own country 
song for too long. Take the 
house, the car, and the dog! 
They say it’s ok to have 
a meltdown, as long as 
we don’t unpack and live 
there. I’m here to remind 
you, that love doesn’t only 
hurt. In fact, love has this 
amazing ability to HEAL.

Most doctors would 
agree that maybe the 
Beatles knew what they 
were talking about when 
they sang, “All You Need 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fallsburg Jr/Sr High School Resource Office (SRO) Jason Edwards (left) was joined at the 
ceremony by Fallsburg Police Officer John Chevalier (center) and Detective Travis Hartman 
(right).

County Launches 2018 Grant Program
Deadline of April 6 for First Round of Plans & Progress Grants

MONTICELLO – The 
Sullivan County Division 
of Planning and Commu-
nity Development is now 
accepting applications for 
funding of community im-
provement projects through 
the county’s Plans & Prog-
ress Small Grant Program.

The purpose of the pro-
gram is to assist local mu-
nicipalities, community 
groups, and not-for-profit 
organizations through-
out Sullivan County with 
projects related to tourism, 
community and economic 
development, image en-
hancement, trails develop-
ment, health improvement, 
agricultural and farmland 

protection, and other Coun-
ty goals. 

Projects in 2017 included 
parks and trails improve-
ments, preservation of his-
toric structures, local muse-
um upgrades, accessibility 
improvements to various 
facilities, mural projects, 
and community initiatives 
to promote health and well-
being of Sullivan County 
residents.  

The 2018 program carries 
on with a streamlined con-
tracting and reimbursement 
process, making adminis-
tration of the program more 
efficient for grant recipi-
ents. This includes:  

• A two-page appli-

cation form, available as 
a fillable PDF to enable 
online submissions;

• A two-page grant 
contract that is friendly 
to small, volunteer-based 
groups;

• Detailed guid-
ance on the reimburse-
ment process, providing 
instructions on what’s 
needed to receive funding 
once an award has been 
granted and the project is 
completed.
Applications will be 

reviewed periodically 
throughout the calendar 
year. The first round will 
assess all applications re-
ceived by 4 p.m. on April 

6.  
The grant guidelines and 

application form are avail-
able at the Division of 
Planning & Community 
Development page on the 
Sullivan County website, 
under “Technical Assis-
tance & Funding Opportu-
nities.” Completed appli-
cations may be submitted 
electronically or delivered 
to the Division of Planning 
& Community Develop-
ment, County Government 
Center, 100 North Street, 
Monticello, NY 12701. 

For more information, 
contact Shannon.Cilento@
co.sullivan.ny.us or call 
(845) 807-0529.

HURLEYVILLE - The Sul-
livan County Dramatic Work-
shop will be warming up Val-
entine’s weekend with three 
performances (February 9-11) 
of a Valentine’s Cabaret fea-
turing the theme, “Love Songs 
and…” at the Sullivan County 
Museum, Art and Cultural 
Center, 265 Main St. in Hur-
leyville. Under the direction 
of Jim Schmidt, the singers in-
clude Mary Burkart, Ryan Fo-
gler, Kathy McKenna, Lynne 
Porter, Richard Quinn, Becky 
Salerno, Amber Schmidt, Kim 
Schneeberger, and Stephanie 
Watson, with Jennifer Nolan 
as Emcee.

In addition to the music be-

ing served up, there will be 
desserts and coffee - all for the 
price of a $10 admission. 

Performances of the Valen-
tine’s Cabaret will be held on 
Friday and Saturday, February 
9 and 10 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, 
February 11 at 2 p.m. Limited 
parking is available behind 
the museum, with additional 
parking along Main Street. 
No advance reservations are 
required, as tickets will be 
available at the door for each 
performance, but if you’d like 
to order in advance, you can 
purchase them online at www.
SCDW.net.

For additional information, 
phone (845) 436-5336.

LIBERTY – Are you a Sulli-
van County teenager in grades 
9 thru 12 in public, private or 
home school? Got a smart-
phone or video camera handy? 

Time to put your creativity 
front and center!

Sullivan County Public 
Health Services is seeking 
30-60-second videos – made 
by and for local teens – about 
the dangers of drug abuse. 

“Opioid overdoses and 
deaths are sweeping the na-
tion, and the County of Sulli-
van isn’t immune,” acknowl-
edges Public Health Services 
Director Nancy McGraw. “So 
the County is seeking a Public 
Service Announcement (PSA) 
to get young people to think 
twice about making bad deci-
sions with prescription opioids, 
heroin or street drugs.”

The videos will be submit-
ted through a special County-
created online portal, where 
they will be viewed and judged 
by Public Health Services staff 
and members of the Drug Pre-
vention Task Force. The win-

ning videos will then be fea-
tured on the County website 
and social media pages, includ-
ing our YouTube channel, and 
may also be used as PSAs in 
local professional media. The 
Legislature will also make a 
non-monetary award in public 
session to the top-scoring en-
try.

Video submissions will be 
accepted now through March 
20, 2018, and the registration 
form and official rules can be 
found at  co.sullivan.ny.us/
Departments/DepartmentsNZ/
PublicHealthServices/tab-
id/3293/Default.aspx or by 
calling Amy at 845-292-5910.

“This is a great way for 
teens, either individually or in 
groups, to make a difference 
in their peers’ lives, and at the 
same time showcase their cre-
ativity and style,” says District 
2 Legislator Nadia Rajsz, chair 
of the Legislature’s Health and 
Family Services Committee. 
“Don’t wait – register now and 
create something memorable!”

Is Love.” Love releases 
“happy hormones” and en-
dorphins; the very same 
endorphins that are known 
to beat depression. Scien-
tists believe that intense 
feelings of “being in love” 
appear to be centered in the 
same region of the brain as 
intense pain. When in love, 
the dopamine-reward area 
of the brain actually lights 
up, the same way it would 
if you won the lottery or 
experienced other feelings 
that made you feel “high” 
or “excited.”

Doctors believe that those 
who are in healthy, loving 
relationships will experi-
ence:

1) Lower blood 
    pressure
2) Better ability to 

    fight off stress, 
    depression, and 
    anxiety
3) Faster healing 
4) Live longer
5) Better ability to 
    obtain fitness/or 
    general goals due 
    to support from 
    partner.

Positive thinking is also 
known to create positive 
physical results. Often pa-
tients who have been diag-
nosed with a terminal ill-
ness have a better chance of 
recovery when they remain 
positive despite projected 
outcomes. Study after study 
has found that patients who 
have a good support system 
often achieve greater suc-
cess in combating physical 
illness. This support sys-

PHOTO PROVIDED
Singers (Clockwise from top left): Stephanie 
Watson, Mary Burkart,  Amber Schmidt, and 
Kim Schneeberger make up just part of the 
lineup for the SCDW Valentine’s Cabaret.

tem does not have to be a 
spouse, partner, or lover. 
This support system is not 
limited by any one rela-
tionship. Like a really good 
hug, all the relationships 
are equally important, and 
we can go one step further 
to include our fur babies. 
Pet therapy is another re-
lationship which provides 
love and support to hun-
dreds of patients in hos-
pitals and nursing homes 
across the country. Pets 
provide basic companion-
ship and for someone who 
is lonely, this relationship 
can mean more to them 
than any other.

While there are many 
therapies that help us heal, 
as the list ranges from mu-
sic therapy, dance therapy, 
art therapy, and more, 
nothing quite compares to 
love itself. Love provides a 
support far greater than any 
other feeling in the world. 
So while it can hurt, espe-
cially for some this partic-
ular Valentine’s Day, never 
forget all the ways it heals 
our body, mind, and spirit. 
Turns out we all could ben-
efit from a little dose of 
Love Potion #9.

is taking me out of a 
situation I don’t want to 
be in. Officer Edwards 
acknowledged English 
as a Second Language 
Teacher Isabel Mejia for 

her services during the 
semester-long program.

On hand for the cer-
emony were FCSD Su-
perintendent Dr. Ivan 
Katz, Junior/Senior 

High School Principal 
Michael Williams, Falls-
burg Police Department 
Officer John Chevalier 
and Detective Travis 
Hartman.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those who do. We even 
supply all of the gear and 
provide all of the training 
needed, for free.  Stop by 
any Monday night and find 
out how you can help.

It has been a while, but 
we did get a new firefight-
er, Ronny Schneider. He 
is even enrolled in his first 
training class. Welcome 
aboard Ronny.

As far as training goes, 
every year any firefighter 
who has Hazardous Mate-
rials First Responder status 
must take an annual four 
hour refresher class. A num-
ber of the Hurleyville fire-
fighters are all signed up to 
do just that. This training is 
offered by the (OFPC) Of-
fice of Fire Prevention and 
Control and is taught by 
a State Fire Instructor as-
signed to Sullivan County. 

At a recent drill on a 
Monday night, firefighters 
got the “Ice Rescue Suits” 
out and tried them on, 
checked for leaks and made 
sure they were in overall 
good shape.

It appears that we all 
survived the cold snap. We 
were very fortunate that we 
did not have any major in-
cidents. Other fire depart-
ments in the county did 
have some major structure 
fires. Cold weather firefight-
ing is difficult at best. You 
are dressed to keep warm, 

but then you over exert 
yourself fighting the fire and 
start to sweat. As you knock 
the fire down and things be-
gin to cool down you get 
cold. In the single digit tem-
peratures that we had your 
gear and equipment freeze 
up.  All of the hand tools 
get coated with ice, nozzles 
freeze, it gets very slippery 
around the fire scene and 
firefighting conditions are 
harsh. You have to kind of 
fold the hose and put it in a 
pickup truck to get it back to 
the firehouse so that it can 
thaw, dry and get repacked 
onto the truck. All of the 
hand tools have to thaw and 
get dried before they are put 
back in their proper space to 
get ready for the next call.

By the time you read this, 
the groundhog will have 
predicted if we get an early 
spring or not. Without snow 
on the ground we could be 
in for an early brushfire 
season like last year. Or we 
could get the two footer plus 
of snow that we had two 
years ago. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment, in cooperation 
with the Town of Fallsburg 
Youth Commission, will be 
holding its 30th Annual Ice 
Fishing Contest on Satur-
day, February 10. The con-
test will take place on Morn-
ingside Lake off Brickman 
Road in Hurleyville from 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Registration 
will take place at the lake 
the day of the contest. Reg-

In our December issue, we 
began reproducing excerpts 
describing Hurleyville busi-
nesses taken from the Janu-
ary 28, 1898 Republican 
Watchman special edition. 
Here, we continue:

E. H. Elmore & Co. 
- General Merchandise

The constant demand 
made upon the proprietors of 
a general store requires men 
of tact, ability and judgment 
to successfully conduct such 
a business. We have all these 
requirements in the firm of 
E. H. Elmore & Co., which 
is one of the most successful 
firms engaged in this branch 
of business. They occupy a 
large and well-apportioned 
store, situated prominently 
on the Main street of the vil-
lage of Hurleyville, which is 
filled to overflowing with a 
great variety of goods usu-
ally termed general mer-
chandise, embracing almost 
everything needed in the 
household and includes a 
well selected stock of dry 
goods, crockery, glassware, 
nails, boots, shoes, hats and 
caps. It would be almost 
impossible to enumerate in 
detail all the articles kept in 
this store, but let us say that 
in dry goods everything in 
that line is kept in stock in-
cluding dry goods, notions, 
fancy goods, dress goods, 
etc. And in the grocery de-
partment may be found all 
the staple and fancy grocer-
ies, the best brands of fam-
ily flour, hermetically sealed 
fruits and vegetables, choice 
teas and coffee, cigars and 
tobaccos of the best brands, 
mechanic and farming tools, 
glass and earthenware.

Messrs. Elmore & Co., 
have been in business in 
Hurleyville for a number of 
years, and they constitute 
one of the largest mercan-
tile firms in Hurleyville and 
vicinity. Being close buy-
ers and having advantages 
of making purchases direct 
from the leading importers 
and manufacturers, they are 
always able to offer favor-
able inducements to pur-
chasers either for cash or 
country produce.

The individuals compos-
ing the firm are E. H. El-
more, John F. Simpson and 
N. Francisco.

As we get ready to enter 
February, we’re looking for-
ward to spring but know that 
we have at least one more 
month of winter to get through. 
We also know that many of you 
do not want to venture out into 
the cold, but did you know that 
you can download e-books, e-
audiobooks, e-magazines, and 
e-videos to your device with 
a library card without having 
to leave the warm comfort of 
your home? 

As a member of the Ra-
mapo Catskill Library System 
(RCLS), Fallsburg Library pa-
trons can download onto their 
device the Overdrive app or a 
new, more user-friendly app 
called “Libby,” from their de-
vice’s app store and gain ac-
cess to thousands of digital 
titles. The best part about bor-
rowing e-content… not having 
to remember to return it and 

NO overdue fines! Once the 
lending period has expired, 
the title will be removed from 
your device. If you need help 
getting started, bring your de-
vice to the Library and ask for 
Kelly or Amanda – we would 
be happy to help.

Don’t have a library card 
yet? No worries! When you 
visit the Overdrive site, you 
can give your phone number 
and Overdrive will issue you 
a temporary library card good 
only for e-content. It’s a good 
way to get started, and then 
when you have time, just stop 
into your local library with 
photo ID and proof of resi-
dency (current physical street 
address) to get registered for a 
full library card. The Fallsburg 
Library serves all those living 
in the Fallsburg Central School 
District. Stop in today.

The Fallsburg Library also 

offers fun programming ev-
ery month. Check out some 
of what’s coming up in Febru-
ary: On Wednesday February 
14 at 7 p.m., the whole family 
can spend Valentine’s Day to-
gether and make a fidget spin-
ner. On Thursday February 15 
at 6 p.m., kids ages 6 and up 
are welcomed to come in and 
make their own Kinetic Sand. 
On Wednesday February 21 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. we will 
be offering Adult Tech Help – 
a perfect time to bring those 
devices in and get set up with 
Overdrive/Libby. 

Please be sure to call and 
register for this program so we 
know what kinds of devices 
we’ll be helping with! 

On Thursday February 22 
at 6 p.m., we’ll be doing a Val-
entine’s themed S.T.E.A.M. 
Night – bring the kids and 
have some fun learning! And, 

as always, we have Children’s 
Craft Night on Mondays at 6 
p.m. (please note the library 
is closed on Monday, Febru-
ary 19 for President’s Day) 
and Preschool Story Hour on 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. Don’t for-
get that all of our programs are 
FREE and open to the public.

As you can see, we have 
many great things coming up 
at the Fallsburg Library. Some 
programs have limited spots, 
so please call, email, or stop in 
to sign up. Here’s a reminder of 
our contact information, call: 
845-436-6067, email: fbr@
rcls.org, stop in: 12 Railroad 
Plaza, South Fallsburg, NY, or 
follow us on social media! 

With the unpredictable 
winter weather, please be sure 
to visit our website, Facebook 
page, or call for up-to-date in-
formation about delays and/or 
cancellations.

PHOTO PROVIDED
This old post card of the Hurleyville Post Office also shows the fruit and vegetable market 
of F.G. Lawrence (on the left), which also specialized in fish, oysters, and clams in season.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Second Assistant Chief Fred Froehlich (left) helps firefighter 
Tony Harvey into the ”Ice Rescue Suit.” They were giving the 
suit a mid-winter inspection, checking for tears, wear and 
any other problems that they can identify. The suit fits quite 
snuggly and requires help in getting it on. It is buoyant and 
keeps you dry and somewhat warm in the event you go into 
the icy water for a rescue.

Their long experience in 
business here has enabled 
them to know the require-
ments of the community and 
fill these wants by furnish-
ing the best class of goods at 
the lowest price. Personally, 
these gentlemen all stand 
well in business and com-
mercial circles are very pop-
ular socially, straightforward 
and reliable in all business 
dealings, and are regarded 
with respect and esteem by 
all classes of our people.

F. G. Lawrence - Fish, 
Oysters and Clams

The fruit and vegetable 
market of Mr. F. G. Law-
rence, situated on Main Street 
in Hurleyville, and opposite 
the Waldorf House, is one of 
the most busy business plac-
es in the village. He does a 
large and lucrative trade and 
carries a most desirable stock 
of fruits and vegetables, fish, 
oysters and clams. His store 
is large and well adapted to 
the business, contains every-
thing usually kept in a first-
class and up-to-date store of 
this kind. The finest of fruits 
obtainable are always to be 
had here, and in vegetables 
the variety is large, choice 
and desirable. Fish of all 
kinds are provided in abun-
dance, and special attention 
is given to the early varieties 
of vegetables, and all prices 
are as low as the market will 
permit. Mr. Lawrence is an 
excellent caterer, courteous 
and pleasant to customers, 
and well deserves the abun-
dant success he enjoys. His 
wagon runs to all parts of the 
surrounding country to take 
orders and deliver goods 
and orders sent to his store 
will receive prompt atten-
tion. Oysters and clams are 
a prominent feature and are 
plentifully supplied in their 
seasons.

His market contains the 
most improved ice chests 

and refrigerators which al-
ways keep his goods in first 
class condition.

Personally, Mr. Lawrence 
is a man who stands well in 
the community in which he 
lives, is a prompt and reliable 
business man, and merits the 
very large share of public pa-
tronage he now enjoys.

Francis J Bingham - Liv-
ery

Standing prominent among 
the representative business 
men of the pretty village of 
Hurleyville is Mr. Francis J 
Bingham, who conducts the 
livery and sale stables oppo-
site the depot and in connec-
tion with the popular Wal-
dorf Hotel.

These are the only stables 
in the village that are con-
ducted the year round, and 
are first class and up-to-date 
in every respect. They are 
most admirably located and 
are equipped with the best 
stock of horses and carriages 
to be found in the vicinity. 
The many attractive drives 
throughout the vicinity of 
Hurleyville, as well as the 
many points of interest make 
necessary use of many rigs 
especially through the sum-
mer months to accommodate 
the large number of summer 
visitors who visit this place 
each year.

Turn-outs may be obtained 

here to suit the tastes of any-
one as Mr. Bingham has in 
his stock of horses some 
high-spirited animals and 
quite “speeders” as well as 
those of more gentle disposi-
tion, so that the inclinations 
of all classes of people may 
be gratified by calling here. 
Mr. B. is a good judge of 
horseflesh, being an expert 
horseman, having had many 
years’ experience in handling 
them and only keeps those in 
his stables that are the best.

His carriage houses contain 
vehicles of all kinds for light 
and heavy driving, single or 
double carriages, coaches, 
picnic wagons and, in fact, 
all kinds that are needed in 
his business. His rigs are as 
nobby as any on our streets 
and roads and include all 
classes and all kinds.

He also takes horses at 
livery which are given the 
best of care at the hands of 
experienced grooms in airy 
and well ventilated stables, 
and transients may rest as-
sured that their animals will 
receive the best of attention 
if left at his stables.

As a business man and citi-
zen Mr. Bingham holds a po-
sition of high standing being 
upright and honorable in all 
business dealings, courteous 
and affable to all customers, 
and is generally regarded 
with esteem by all classes of 
people.

by Kelly Wells and Amanda Letohic

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

istration is $5.00 for adults 
and free for those 15 and 
under.

This is our 30th annual 
contest and we are holding 
our annual Super Raffle that 
day. Win one of two 32” 
flat screen TVs, NuWave 
Brio 3.5 qt. Electric Digital 
Air Fryer, Red Fuel Auto-
matic Battery Jump Starter 
or a Ryobi 18 volt Compact 
drill/driver kit. You don’t 
have to be there to win. See 
any Hurleyville firefighter 
for a ticket.

Refreshments and bait 
will be available. We will 
also drill holes for you if 
needed.

There will be adult and 
youth divisions with tro-
phies for first, second and 
third in the following cate-
gories; PERCH, PAN FISH, 
BULLHEAD, WALLEYE 
AND PICKEREL. All fish 
must be legally caught and 
of legal size.

There is also a special 
Firemen’s Contest. The 

Rich Farquhar Memorial 
Chief’s Cup, goes to the 
top firemen’s fishing team. 
A team can be one, ten or 
however many show up. All 
team members MUST be-
long to the same fire depart-
ment. As in the past, the cup 
is passed from year to year 
to the winning team. There 
is also a first, second and 
third place team trophy in 
the fireman’s contest. Last 
year’s winner, the Nev-
ersink Fire Department will 
be out in full force to defend 
the cup. I’m sure past cham-
pions Smallwood-Mongaup 
Valley, Monticello, Tappan 
and the Loch Sheldrake 
Fire Departments will be 
there in force to try and fish 
it away from them.

This contest has pro-
duced some real big fish in 
past years, and a good time 
is always had by all.

Right now there is no 
need to worry about the ice. 
It is safe. See you there.
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With Valentine’s day 
right around the corner, 
there is nothing more lov-
ing than to give your fe-
male counterpart a heart-
warming health tip. All 
women face the threat of 
heart disease, but becom-
ing aware of the symp-
toms and risks unique to 
women can help protect 
you.

Although heart disease 
may often be thought of 
as a problem for men, 
heart disease is the most 
common cause of death in 
America for both women 
and men. Heart disease 
symptoms in women may 
be different from those of 
men. Fortunately, women 
can take steps to under-
stand their unique symp-
toms and begin to reduce 
their risk of heart disease.

The most common heart 
attack symptom in women 
is some type of pain, pres-
sure, or discomfort in the 
chest. But it is not always 
severe or even the most 
prominent symptom-- 
particularly in women. 
As crazy as it sounds, 
sometimes women may 
have a heart attack with-
out having chest pain. In 
my more than 25 years as 
a Paramedic, I have as-
sisted women suffering 
from a heart attack with 
only symptoms of general 

malaise, weakness, and 
lightheadedness.

Other symptoms such as 
upper back pain, abdomi-
nal discomfort, pain in 
one or both arms, and/or 
nausea should also trigger 
the light bulb! Do under-
stand that these symptoms 
can be more subtle than 
the typical crushing chest 
pain often associated with 
heart attacks.

Women may describe 
chest pain as pressure or 
tightness. This may be 
because women tend to 
have blockages not only 
in their main arteries but 
also in the smaller arteries 
that supply blood to the 
heart. These symptoms 
may occur more often 
when women are resting 
or even asleep.

And due to that fact, 
women show up in the 
emergency room after 
heart damage has al-
ready occurred because 
their symptoms are not 
those usually associated 
with heart attacks. Since 
women are the more nur-
turing of the species-- 
with all due respect to 
us men-- they downplay 
their symptoms so as not 
to worry their loving part-
ner. 

Although there are sev-
eral risk factors for coro-
nary heart disease, such 

as high cholesterol, high 
blood pressure, and obe-
sity, there are other fac-
tors that may play an even 
bigger role for women. 
Those risk factors include 
diabetes, smoking, meno-
pause, and pregnancy 
complications.

There are several life-
style changes that can 
help reduce the risk of 
heart disease. First, eat a 
healthy diet. We hear it all 
the time. Low-fat, whole 
grains, fruits and veggies, 
lean meats, and exercise, 
exercise, exercise. Walk-
ing up and down our new 
Hurleyville Main Street 
and along the “Milk Train 
Trail” railroad right-of-
way will do wonders. And 
I can’t stress enough-- NO 
SMOKING!!!

We are very fortunate to 
have Mobilemedic EMS 
based right here in Hur-
leyville and having very 
professional and skilled 
Paramedics on duty 24 
hours a day, 7 days a 
week. Should anyone 
exhibit any of the signs 
and symptoms described 
above, do not hesitate to 
call 911 for help. When 
dealing with the heart, 
“time is muscle.” We can 
help mend a broken heart!

Be well and stay safe, 
Hurleyville!

“A BROKEN-HEARTED WOMAN”

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
by Kathleen Sullivan 
and Rebecca Salon

PHILIP SALON

Marion Salon was profiled 
in the Sentinel last month. 
Everyone who knew her 
knows that she and her hus-
band, Phil, were inseparable, 
working and living together 
their entire married life. 

Philip Salon was born in 
1911 in Passaic, New Jersey. 
His parents, David and Ida 
Salon, moved to Hurleyville 
when Phil was very young.  
The family lived on Colum-
bia Hill near the Town of 
Thompson line. Phil did not 
speak English when he start-
ed school in Hurleyville. His 
parents, David and Ida Sa-
lon, spoke only Yiddish and 
Polish at home. According 
to family lore, Phil was in 
teacher Fanny Wood’s first 
class when he was in high 
school and his daughter, Re-
becca, was in Mrs. Wood’s 
last class at the Hurleyville 

Elementary School. 
Phil graduated from high 

school in Hurleyville in 
1929 and received a full 
scholarship to Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute (RPI) 
in Troy, New York. How-
ever, because of the Depres-
sion, he couldn’t take ad-
vantage of this opportunity 
to further his education. He 
was needed to help with the 
family business and farm. 
Imagine his pride when his 
son, Shep, became an Elec-
tric Power Engineering Pro-
fessor at RPI, teaching there 
for more than 30 years.

Most people knew Phil as 
the owner and operator of 
Salon’s Corners and Salon’s 
Bungalow Colony. Phil and 
Marion, with the help of their 
children, Shep and Rebecca, 
ran both family businesses.  
However, Phil had a long list 
of other accomplishments. 
He was a former assessor 
for the Town of Fallsburg, 
a member of the Board of 
Education at the Fallsburg 

Central School for 24 years 
and a member of Congre-
gation Anschei Hurleyville. 
Always community-minded, 
he was a long-time member 
of the Fallsburg Lions Club 
and a volunteer firefighter. 
Phil also found the time to 
actively participate in the 
Sullivan County Democrat-
ic Party and was a candi-
date for the Fallsburg Town 
Board.

Phil was a builder. He 
learned that trade by work-
ing with his father, David 
Salon. David built many of 
the early hotels in Sullivan 
County. David and Phil built 
Salon’s Lodge on Columbia 
Hill. Phil also built more than 
40 bungalows on Brophy 
Road…Salon’s Bungalows. 
Phil and Marion operated 
the bungalow colony until 
the mid-1970s. In the late 
1960s, when the resort in-
dustry in the Catskills start-
ed to fail, Phil and Marion 
opened a liquor store. They 
later added on Salon’s Cor-

WHY WOLVES HOWL AT THE MOON
Have you ever heard 

wolves howling at the moon 
in the middle of the night? 
Listen, my friends and I will 
share with you the secret of 
this phenomenon.

A long, long time ago, only 
animals roamed the land. At 
night, the only sound was that 
of the owl. Early one spring, a 
female wolf had given birth to 
six little pups. Four were male 
and two were female. Spring 
quickly turned into summer 
and summer into fall. The six 
little pups had, by this time, 
grown into juveniles. Not far 
from this family was another 
family of wolves. This family 
had seven young juveniles. 
The juveniles in both families 
grew and grew. The follow-
ing spring brought forth an 
abundance of colorful flowers 
that covered the landscape. 
This was also the time of year 
when young wolves got the 
urge to find a mate. When 
wolves paired up, it was for 
life. There was one young 
wolf by the name of Blacky. 
Blacky wanted to find a mate 
very badly. For days, he 
would comb the countryside, 
but to no avail. Less than two 
miles away, another young 
wolf was also looking for a 
mate. This young wolf was 
a female by the name of Big 
Eyes. Big Eyes would roam 
the woods and leave behind 
her scent. This was like a call-
ing card to all male wolves. 
Upon smelling her scent, an 

interested male would then 
place his scent over hers. This 
would let her know that a 
male was close by.

One day, while she was 
leaving her scent on a tree, 
Blacky saw her. She did not 
see him at first, but when she 
did, she stood very still. She 
watched him as he came clos-
er. When he got to where she 
was, he smelled her and she 
smelled him. Next thing, they 
were running and playing tag. 
He tried to outrun her, but she 
was too fast for him. They 
spent all day getting to know 
each other and by the end of 
that day, each knew that they 
had found their mate.

When the leaves turned to 
their beautiful colors and the 
night grew colder, Big Eyes 
knew she would have puppies 
in the spring. The winds blew 
through the valley and the 
snow covered the forest. Big 
Eyes was warm in her den 
that Blacky had found for her. 
He would go out hunting and 
bring the game back to his 
mate. It was early April when 
Blacky was coming back to 
the den from hunting that he 
first heard the whimpering of 
puppies. He stood there by 
the opening, cocking his head 
from one side to the other. Fi-
nally he climbed down inside. 
There was Big Eyes, clean-
ing them as they nursed. She 
looked up at him as if to say, 
“Well, it won’t be long and 
you are going to have to do a 

lot more hunting.”
Blacky didn’t care, for he 

was so proud of her and the 
puppies.

The first of May was warm 
and sunny.  It was also the 
first time that the puppies 
came out of their den. The 
new world was so strange to 
them. Blacky and Big Eyes 
watched them very closely. 
They knew there were many 
creatures in the forest who 
would love to eat them.

July was even warmer than 
May. The pups, by now, were 
going with their mother and 
father on hunting trips. Blacky 
watched them and knew that 

someday they would leave 
to be on their own. The bond 
between Blacky and Big Eyes 
could not be any stronger than 
it was right now.

September was the first 
time that the young wolves 
had the urge to leave their 
parents. Blacky and Big Eyes 
knew it was time for them 
all to go. One day, when the 
five young wolves went out 
hunting, they did not come 
back. It was hard for Blacky 
and Big Eyes at first, missing 
their family. Time, they say, 
heals all losses.

October was a good time 
for hunting. The two wolves 

would spend many a day out 
in the forest. The first time 
that Big Eyes left the den 
in the middle of the night, 
Blacky followed. She went 
to the top of the mountain. 
When she came to a flat 
rock hanging out over the 
ledge, she sat down. Blacky 
walked up behind her. He 
noticed her staring at the full 
moon. The moon was big and 
bright. She loved staring at 
the moon. It made her feel 
warm and happy. The more 
she watched, the more she 
wished she could go there. 
All of a sudden, she started 
howling at the moon. Blacky 

Whenever there is a full moon, all wolves howl as their way of sending a greeting to Big 
Eyes.

An Original Short Story by Jim Red Fox 
Illustration by Carol Smith

PHOTO PROVIDED
Phil and Marion Salon with their granddaughter, Abby.

PHOTO PROVIDED
1991…birthday celebration for Phil…with Marion, their son, Shep, his wife, Corine, Rebecca, 
and Rebecca’s daughter, Abby (Abby was mistakenly identified as Shep’s daughter in the 
January profile of Marion.)

did not understand why and 
just watched his mate. After 
a while, she stopped. When 
she saw Blacky, she rubbed 
against his fur. This was her 
way of telling him how much 
she loved him. 

One morning when they 
awoke, Big Eyes seemed to 
take longer getting up. The 
following morning, she took 
even longer. Blacky, by now, 
knew that something was 
wrong. It wasn’t long before 
just Blacky was the only one 
hunting. Whatever he caught, 
he brought back to her.

When the first snows fell 
in November, Big Eyes woke 
up. She picked herself up 
very quietly and left the den. 
Climbing the mountain was 
very painful, but she con-
tinued. When she finally got 
to the top, she saw the rock 
overhang. It was in front 
of her about fifty feet. She 
looked up and there was the 
full moon shining brightly. 
She knew what she wanted 
to do. With her last bit of 
strength, she started running 
toward the ledge. Faster and 
faster she ran, keeping her 
eyes on the moon. 

Something woke Blacky 
from his sleep, but he knew 
not what. When he rolled 
over to face Big Eyes, she 
was gone. 

“Where could she be?” he 
thought.

When he walked out of 
the den, he saw her tracks in 
the fresh fallen snow. He fol-
lowed them up the mountain. 
When he got to the top, he 
thought surely he would find 
her there staring at the moon. 
What he found was her tracks 
racing toward the ledge. His 
heart started pounding harder 
and harder. Slowly, he went 
to the ledge, not wanting to 
look down.

“Please, don’t let her be on 
the rocks at the bottom of this 
mountain.”

When he opened his eyes, 
all he saw was the fresh fall-
en snow. He thought, “How 
could this be? Where did she 
go?”

After a while, he looked up 
at the full moon. He just stared 
and stared. What Blacky saw 
on the moon was the face of 
his mate, Big Eyes. She had 
a smile on her face. Blacky 
knew she was where she al-
ways wanted to be when she 
died; on the moon.

He sat there, just staring 
at his mate. He felt a warm, 
happy feeling deep inside, 
and before he knew it, he 
was howling at the moon. 
The other wolves down in the 
valley heard him and came 
up to see what was the mat-

ter. When they looked up at 
the moon, they too saw the 
face of Big Eyes and began to 
howl at the moon.

Ever since that night, 
whenever there is a full 
moon, all wolves howl. 
It’s their way of sending a 
greeting to Big Eyes. Some 
people say that if you look 
at the full moon at night, 
you will see an old man. I 
know that if you look clos-
er, you will see the face of a 
wolf. If you listen real hard, 
you might even hear a wolf 
or two howling at the moon.

“Why Wolves Howl at the 
Moon” is taken from a book 
by Jim Red Fox entitled “Na-
tive American Short Stories” 
published by Author House 
in 2012. Jim Red Fox, who 
grew up in Sullivan County 
and now lives in Napanoch, 
is also the author of “Native 
American Short Stories, Book 
II” published in 2016. Both 
books are available from the 
author at 845-853-5524. Jim 
Red Fox is a member of the 
Lakota Sioux Nation. He is 
on the Board of the Native 
American Cultural Center 
and is a member of the Thun-
der Bear Drum Circle. He 
is available to tell stories at 
schools, libraries, parties, 
and large gatherings.

ners, a real mom-and-pop 
shop that carried everything.  
Salon’s Corners eventually 
expanded…becoming a lot-
tery retailer and home to a 
gas station.

Phil was a lifelong learner 
and he was always looking 
for the next challenge. He 
studied to become a Town 
Assessor in his mid-fifties, 
easily passing all of the ex-
ams. Phil learned to use a 
computer in his mid-eight-
ies.  Still in his mid-eight-
ies, he planted an orchard 
around his house and be-
came a beekeeper…the bees 
would pollinate the trees. 

A great cook, Phil was 
always looking for ways 
to build his businesses. He 
enjoyed watching base-
ball whenever he could and 
played poker regularly with 
friends and visitors to the 
bungalow colony, typically 
with an unlit cigar in his 
mouth and a friendly smile.

Phil and Marion made me 
feel very welcome when I 
first moved to Hurleyville. 
Always smiling and kind, 
Phil gave me my first vin-
tage Hurleyville post card…

the beginning of my collec-
tion of Hurleyville memora-
bilia.

Phil lived most of his 
last year at the home of his 
daughter in Silver Spring, 
Maryland where he was able 
to spend precious time with 
his grandchildren, Abby and 
Seth. He passed away in 
2003 at the age of 91.  

Rebecca and Shep started 
the Philip and Marion Sa-
lon Memorial Scholarship 
after Phil’s death.  Scholar-
ships are offered annually to 
college-bound seniors at the 
Fallsburg High School.

Phil is one of Hurleyville’s 
many special treasures.

Visit www.hurleyvilleny.
com to find more treasures 
in Hurleyville.



by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE -- On 
January 27, the Hurleyville 
Maker’s Lab was the ven-
ue for the mid-year event 
for the TEAMS Challenge 
program for the 2017-18 
school year. The Fallsburg, 
Liberty, Sullivan West, 
Roscoe, Livingston Manor 
and Eldred school districts 
were represented. This 
event was a robot demon-
stration rather than a com-
petition.

Each team began with a 
Lego Mindstorm robot kit 
in September. On Satur-
day, Liberty and Livingston 
Manor were demonstrating 
what they have done with 
their kits, putting their ro-
bots through some paces, 
including programming 
them to follow a black line 
on the floor, like a track. 

Then they each showed 
how the robot can pick up 
an object, in this case, a 
AAA battery. 

After that, all students 
were grouped with team-
mates they didn’t know, and 
these teams had to complete 
two challenges. First was to 
build a tower using dry spa-
ghetti, mini-marshmallows, 
and painter’s tape. The tall-
est tower that could remain 
standing unassisted won a 
prize. Their other challenge 
was to build a boat using 
only aluminum foil, and 
the boat that could hold the 
most weight before sinking 
won a prize.

The TEAMS Initiative 
is a collaborative effort 
between Sullivan County 
BOCES, Sullivan County 
school districts and the 
Hurleyville Maker’s Lab.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor
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GENERALS CAGERS CONTINUE WINNING WAYS
Ranked #3 in the Nation

TEAMS Robotics
at Maker’s Lab

LADY GENERALS ON WINNING STREAK

DIAMOND WEEKS ENTERS THE HISTORY BOOKS

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE -- 
SUNY Sullivan’s Lady Gen-
erals continued their winning 
ways to start the second half of 
the season in January, building 
on the six-game winning streak 
they managed prior to the win-
ter break and improving their 
season mark to 9-5 overall.

The victories included a deci-
sive 72-34 win at home against 
the Broncos of Bronx Commu-
nity College on January 25.

Four Lady Generals scored 
in double figures in the win, 
including Ardella Brown, who 
posted game highs of 17 points 
and eight assists. Brown also 
garnered 11 rebounds and re-
corded three steals. Kiera Park-
er connected on eight of her 10 
attempts from the free throw 
line and finished the evening 

with 14 points, five rebounds, 
four steals, and three assists, 
and Ashley Salkey and Saman-
tha Bellinger scored 12 points 
apiece.

The Lady Generals connect-

ed on 44.3 percent of their shots 
from the floor while Bronx 
Community College converted 
on just 27.7 percent of its shots. 
Turnovers turned out to be a 
huge factor in the game, with 

the Broncos committing 27 
compared to 14 for the Gener-
als. 

Two nights later, the Sul-
livan women travelled to Gar-
den City to take on Nassau 
Community College, coming 
away with a 55-37 win. And on 
February 1, the Lady Generals 
put away Queensborough by 
a 50-36 score, extending their 
winning streak to nine in a row 
while improving their overall 
record to 9-5 on the year, 9-2 in 
conference play.

Freshman forward Ardella 
Brown continued her stellar 
play for the Lady Generals, 
and ranks among the top three 
Region XV players in scoring, 
rebounds and assists, while 
also appearing in the top ten in 
steals.

by Julia Batista

FALLSBURG -  Lady 
Comets basketball, one of 
Fallsburg’s biggest and most 
successful sports programs, 
has not only recorded one of 
its greatest achievements in 
history, but has also seen one 
of its players achieve a major 
milestone, as well. 

The girls on this team have 
continuously worked hard 

to reach achievements that 
other teams might only dream 
of, guided by their steadfast 
coach, Daniel Redmond and 
some very influential assis-
tant coaches. This will be the 
eighth year that the Comets 
return to Sectionals to com-
pete for the Section IX Class 
B title, but it is also the year 
that one of Fallsburg’s most 
talented players has broken 
the topmost record in school 
basketball history.

At the end of last season, 
Diamond Weeks had reached 
the 1,000 career point mark. 
This year, at a home game 
against Sullivan West, Weeks 
surpassed former record hold-
er Sam Copeland’s feat of 
1,342 career points to become 
the all-time leading basketball 
scorer in Fallsburg Comets 
history. She celebrated her 
1,358 points after an outstand-
ing three-point shot, as offi-
cials halted the game so she 
could be rewarded, earning 
a plaque and many words of 
praise and congratulations.

“It couldn’t have happened 
to a better person. Diamond 

is a great player, she’s very 
humble, and couldn’t care less 
about her own accomplish-
ments,” Coach Redmond said. 
“I give my gratitude to all of 
the years that she’s taken it 
upon herself to improve, to all 
of the influences coming from 
her parents and her previous 
coaches and trainers, as well. 
Needless to say, I am a very 
proud coach.”

As for Weeks, her ambition 
is stronger now than ever.

“I really hope to see myself 
making it to the WNBA,” she 
said. “I’m planning on going 
to OCCC on a scholarship to 
play, but eventually I really 
look forward to transferring 
to a Division 1 school where I 
can really experience the sport 
that I love to play.”

Although it is still unclear 
whether or not Diamond 
Weeks is going to earn her-
self a banner, the school is 
planning to honor her in some 
way for all the records and 
milestones she has achieved, 
and even though this may be 
Weeks’s last year playing for 
the Comets, there is yet anoth-

er skillful player on the hori-
zon primed for success.

Amanda Zeno, the point 
guard of the Varsity Girls 
team, has also been one of the 
most prominent players for the 
Comets. Since starting var-
sity in the eighth grade, Zeno 
has scored 530 points, and 
even hopes to exceed Weeks 
someday. She practices year 
round, doing anything that al-
lows her to stay conditioned. 
When she’s not playing for 
the school team, she is playing 
for the AAU team, training or 
working out at her house.

“Although Amanda’s prog-
ress from the jayvee level has 
been tremendous, I deeply 
regret not starting her on the 
court a lot earlier her eighth 
grade year,” Mr. Redmond 
confessed. “A lot of the things 
that we do on the team ulti-
mately start with her. She’s 
our favorite point guard, re-
ally the one that’s the coach 
on the floor. She’s very coach-
able and an amazing player, 
and it’s gotten to the point that 
she’s played through her inju-
ries.”

In looking ahead to future 
seasons with Zeno at the helm 
of his Comets team, Mr. Red-
mond was hopeful.

“The influence that comes 
from her parents makes a big 
difference, and I’m grateful 
that I get the pleasure to have 
her for the next two years. The 
sky’s really her only limit.”

Because the graduation of 
the senior players will sig-
nificantly affect the team for 
future seasons, it is important 
that the players coming from 
jayvee are inspired by the suc-
cess of the varsity team and 
that the program gets more 

girls willing to play and to im-
prove.

“Not only do I look for in-
dividual growth, but I wish 
to see the consistent playing 
of my girls against the good 
and bad teams.” Mr. Redmond 
said.

The Fallsburg Lady Comets 
work so diligently and give so 
much back to Fallsburg pride 
with a strong attitude and 
successful seasons. The Hur-
leyville Sentinel wishes noth-
ing but continued achieve-
ments to the girls’ basketball 
program and its players in the 
future!

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Fallsburg senior Diamond Weeks receives a plaque from bas-
ketball coach Daniel Redmond following her record break-
ing game. Her father, Adrian (far left) and mother, Marian 
(far right) join in the celebraton.

PHOTO BY JULIA BATISTA 
Point guard Amanda Zeno is 
already a capable floor lead-
er for the Lady Comets, and 
will be looked to for even 
more of a leadership role 
next season.

PHOTO BY RICHARD HUMLEKER
Six Sullivan County school districts were represented at a 
spirited robotics demonstration at the Hurleyville Maker’s 
Lab on Saturday, January 27.

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE - 
The SUNY Sullivan Men’s 
basketball program has won 
more national champion-
ships than any N.J.C.A.A. 
Division III school in the 
country and this year’s 
squad is continuing the win-
ning tradition.

With an undefeated run 
after the winter break, the 
Generals have improved 
their record to 20-2 overall 
on the year, good enough for 
a number three ranking in 
the latest N.J.C.A.A. poll.

The Generals started Janu-
ary off with a trip to Fall 
River, MA and a showdown 
with Bristol Community 
College, emerging with a 
hard-fought 80-76 win. Sul-
livan led by eight at the half, 
and had to withstand a Bris-
tol rally in the second half to 
escape with the victory. Ja-

mari Lewis led the way with 
25 points, while also garner-
ing six rebounds and hand-
ing out 11 assists.  Terrin 
Roy contributed 18 points 
and Kerome Grant chipped 
in with 11.

Bristol made just 14 of 
the 30 free throws they at-
tempted in the contest, or the 
outcome could have been 
different.

Returning to Loch Shel-
drake on January 18, the 
Generals scored 49 points 
in the first half in dominat-
ing neighboring Ulster 86-
58. Kerome Grant scored 18 
points in just 25 minutes, hit-
ting nine of the 12 shots he 
took. Reserves played much 
of the second half for Sulli-
van. 

Playing at Paul Gerry 
Fieldhouse again on Janu-
ary 25, the Generals notched 
a resounding 85-57 victory 
over Bronx Community Col-

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Lady Generals defense forced 27 turnovers against 
Bronx Community College enroute to a convincing 72-34 
victory.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
The SUNY Sullivan defense clamped down on visiting Bronx 
Community College on January 25, as the Generals notched 
an 85-57 victory.

lege. Sullivan raced to a 48-
26 halftime lead and never 
looked back. 

On January 27, Jamari 
Lewis scored 18 points and 
Kerome Grant and Terrin 
Roy added 16 apiece as the 
Generals knocked off home-

standing Nassau Community 
College 83-79. Justin Mitch-
ell contributed 12 points off 
the bench for the Generals.  
Kerome Grant grabbed 18 
rebounds to lead Sullivan on 
the boards.

Sullivan followed that 

with a 90-70 win over vis-
iting Rockland Community 
College on January 30 to 
improve their season mark 
to 18-2.  Home court wins 
followed over Queensbor-
ough 101-65 on February 1 
and Borough of Manhattan 
Community College 80-76 
on February 3, leaving the 
Generals at 20-2 overall on 
the season, including their 

last seven in a row.
The recent success was 

good enough to move Sul-
livan from its number 5 
ranking in the previous poll 
to number 3 in the latest bal-
loting.  Brookdale, the only 
remaining undefeated Divi-
sion III team in the country, 
continued at number 1, gar-
nering all eight first-place 
votes.

NJCAA Men’s Poll for 1-30-2018 Season:  
Poll for 1-30-2018Season:  Poll Date: 
Rank College (1st Place Votes) State Record Points Prev
1 Brookdale (8) NJ 20-0 80 1
2 Quincy MA 17-1 63 5
3 Sullivan County NY 17-2 60 5
4 Suffolk County NY 18-1 56 7
5 Mohawk Valley NY 17-2 49 4
6 Eastfield TX 20-4 37 8
7 Sandhills NC 17-4 19 10
8 Herkimer NY 15-3 17 2
9 Rock Valley IL 19-5 16 3
10 Lorain County OH 17-2 14 RV

From left: Howard Kanner, Eileen Kalter, Pat Halprin, Gay 
Donofrio, DanGersten.  Back row: Judy Brennan, Rich and 
Kathi Widmann.

No snow? No problem!
Eight hardy members of the Catskill Nordic Ski Club 
substituted a winter hike on the Tusten Mountain 
Trail at Crawford Road, Narrowsburg, in lieu of their 
scheduled cross country ski trip. 

Catskill Nordic Ski
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