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BASKETBALLREELING FROM RILEY

by Amanda Loviza

MONTICELLO – Hur-
leyville and the Town of 
Fallsburg were spared 
the worst of an early 
March snowstorm, but 
parts of Sullivan County 
remained under a State 

of Emergency four days 
after Winter Storm Riley 
hit with a vengeance on 
March 2. 

What began as an in-
nocuous forecast of rain 
at lower elevations and 
snow in the Catskills in-
tensified rapidly when 

Winter Storm Riley 
“bombed out” off the 
coast of New England on 
March 2. The rapid drop 
in pressure that defines 
bombogenesis created a 
nor’easter that dumped 
heavy snow across the 
county and Catskills re-

gion, and whipped up 
winds that took down 
trees all over the area. 
Hurleyville received up 
to a foot of snow, while 
nearby Catskills peaks 
received up to 3 feet. The 
heaviness of the snow 
added to the damage in-
flicted by high winds. 

“Thousands of trees 
were downed by Friday’s 
storm, taking electrical, 
phone and cable lines 
with them – and in some 
cases, destroying poles 
and transformers in the 
process,” Sullivan Coun-
ty Public Safety Com-
missioner Rick Sauer 
said in a press release on 
Monday, March 5. “The 
amount and extent of 
the damage means we’ll 
have teams fanning out 
all across the county [on 
March 6] to assess and 
repair damage – utilities 
on the power lines, fol-
lowed immediately by 
county, town and Na-
tional Guard personnel 
to remove trees and clear 
roads.”

Hurleyville lost power 
late morning on Friday, 
but many local residents 
had regained power by 
Saturday. Phone, inter-
net and cable remained 

out in places through 
the weekend. Some resi-
dents lost power again, 
as Fallsburg Supervi-
sor Steven Vegliante ex-
plained on Facebook, be-
cause circuits had to be 
turned off to allow road 
crews to clear trees and 
other debris. By Monday, 
Hurleyville had mostly 
returned to normal, while 
the southwestern corner 
of the county remained 

BOMBOGENESIS
STRIKES AGAIN
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by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE — The 
superhero blockbuster hailed 
for its celebration of black 
culture is making its way to 
the Hurleyville Arts Centre 
in March. 

Black Panther, the latest 
Marvel franchise film, had 
already grossed $900 million 
worldwide by early March, 
a few weeks after its mid-
February premiere. In just its 
$218 million opening week-
end, Black Panther became 
the highest grossing film in 
history that has a black di-
rector and predominantly 
black cast. The film has been 
inspiring endless social me-
dia discussion and provoca-
tive essays since the trailer 
teaser racked up 89 million 
views in its first 24 hours last 
summer. Twitter reported 
that it was one of the most 
talked about films in 2017 
without even being released, 
and according to Fandango, 
it broke the record for most 
pre-sale tickets for a Marvel 
movie. 

The hype is simple. Not 
only does Black Panther 
have incredible special ef-
fects and costumes, and an 
award-winning cast, but it 
also has something that is not 
typically seen in mainstream 
films—a storyline that cel-

ebrates black people, black 
culture, and Africa. Carvell 
Wallace in The New York 
Times called Black Panther 
a “defining moment” for 
black America, while Roll-
ing Stone described the film 
as “revolutionary.”

“It’s the first time in a very 
long time that we’re seeing 
a film with centered black 
people, where we have a lot 
of agency,” Jamie Broadnax, 
the founder of pop-culture 
site Black Girl Nerds, was 
quoted saying in The New 
York Times. 

Black Panther tells the sto-
ry of T’Challa, who assumes 
the throne of the powerful, 
isolated African nation of 
Wakanda after his father is 
assassinated. The Black Pan-
ther comic book character 
was created in 1966, and au-
diences saw actor Chadwick 
Boseman appear as Black 
Panther first in Captain 
America: Civil War, in 2016.

In his Rolling Stone ar-
ticle, Tre Johnson wrote 

that director Ryan Coogler 
has successfully portrayed 
a modern black superhero 
in a way that is respectable, 
imaginative and powerful.

“The Afro-punk and Af-
rofuturism aesthetics, the 
unapologetic black swagger, 
the miniscule appearances 
from non-black characters – 
it’s an important resetting of 
a standard of what’s possible 
around creating a mythology 
for a black superhero,” Mr. 
Johnson wrote.

Alongside Boseman, the 
film stars Lupita Nyong’o, 
Michael B. Jordan, Danai 
Gurira, Martin Freeman, 
Daniel Kaluuya and Letitia 
Wright. 

The Hurleyville Arts Cen-
tre will show Black Panther 
the weekends of March 16-
18 and 23-25. Showtimes are 
7:30 p.m. Fridays, 4 and 7:30 
p.m. Saturdays, and 1 and 5 
p.m. on Sundays. Tickets are 
available to order online at 
hurleyvilleartscentre.org.

SMASH HIT ‘BLACK PANTHER’
COMING TO H.A.C.

by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE – New 
faces are coming to Main 
Street in Hurleyville, and 
Lenard Williams is lead-
ing the way with the Main 
Street Barber and Beauty 
Shoppe, opening this month 
in the Sullivan Dairy build-
ing. 

Mr. Williams, a Mon-
ticello native, has owned 
and operated his barber 
shop Headlocks in South 
Fallsburg for 20 years, and 
has been cutting hair since 
1986.

“It never gets old,” Mr. 
Williams said. “It’s not real-
ly like a job, because I love 
doing it.”

Headlocks will remain 

open with Mr. Williams’ 
current staff of barbers, but 
he will move to Main Street 
and hire several more staff 
to join him. Someone will 
cut women’s hair, and Mr. 
Williams plans to expand 
into manicures and pedi-
cures, and therapeutic ser-
vices like massage and cup-
ping. Main Street Barber 
and Beauty Shoppe will be 
a bit upscale, Mr. Williams 
said, but still affordable for 
local residents.

“I’m looking to do some-
thing different here,” Mr. 
Williams said.

It will be a different style 
than his South Fallsburg 
shop, and he couldn’t be 
more excited. He loves ev-
erything from his view of 

the Hurleyville Maker’s 
Lab in the back, to his large 
windows and the nearby 
dining options. Mr. Wil-
liams has been spending a 
lot of time in Hurleyville 
over the past several years, 
because his wife, Sherma 
Williams, works as a dance 
therapist at The Center for 
Discovery and she moved 
her previously Liberty-
based Main Street Dance 
into the Hurleyville Arts 
Centre. Mrs. Williams is 
who first started talking to 
The Center for Discovery 
about Hurleyville’s need for 
a barber shop.

“I feel like my time has 
come,” Mr. Williams said. 
“This is a great opportunity 
here. I feel very blessed.”

Main Street Barber and 
Beauty Shoppe will open 
as soon as the furnishings 
are delivered, Mr. Williams 
said. His TCFD landlords 
have been wonderful, he 
said, and lots of people have 
come together to help him 
launch this new business. 
Hair cutting is a great career 
and a business that should 
be successful in Hurleyville, 
Mr. Williams said.

“Other businesses are 
struggling because of Ama-
zon,” Mr. Williams said. 
“You can’t buy a haircut on 
Amazon.” 

Next door, in a space 

that was originally going 
to be Casella’s salami fac-
tory and artisanal butchery, 
signs advertise Tea Thyme, 
an herbal shop that will sell 
herbs, teas and juices. Chef 
Cesare Casella’s operation 
became too large to fit in 
the small Hurleyville space, 
but Jamie Helper, heal-
ing garden coordinator and 
herbal products manager 
for The Center for Discov-
ery, is looking forward to 
Tea Thyme’s future proj-
ects. Currently, residents of 
The Center use the space to 
dehydrate garlic and strip 
herbs for new teas, and 
there are plans for the retail 
space to open soon. 

To join the commotion, 
The Hurleyville Sentinel 
staff is very pleased to be 
opening a Sentinel office at 
222 Main St. Sentinel Edi-
tor-in-Chief John Conway 
said that having a storefront 
that is a part of the Main 
Street business district is 
an important change for the 
monthly newspaper. 

“Much more than shop-
ping malls or the suburbs, 
‘Main Streets’ define a 
community and tell us who 
we are,” Mr. Conway said. 
“To be part of that will not 
only add to our visibility but 
connect us better—literally 
and figuratively—to our 
readers.”

New businesses arrive on Main Street

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL
Snow falls on the Hurleyville Market on Friday, March 2, during Winter Storm Riley.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Lenard Williams sits in a barber chair in his new Main 
Street Barber and Beauty Shoppe, set to open this month 
in the Sullivan Dairy building on Main Street.

PHOTO BY CHARLIE HOFFMAN
The National Guard assists with clearing downed trees in areas like Highland and Lumberland, which were hit hard by Win-
ter Storm Riley.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Karen Rapp, of Newman Signs, affixes The Hurleyville 
Sentinel name to the windows of 222 Main St, where the 
Sentinel will soon have an office. 

in dire straits. The 
Army National Guard 
and thousands of utility 
and emergency workers 
continued to work on 
clearing roads, restoring 
power and assisting resi-
dents in need. Warming 
centers and shelters re-
mained open to the pub-
lic as of Tuesday, and the 
State of Emergency con-
tinued for the towns of 
Forestburgh, Highland, 

Lumberland and Tusten 
through Tuesday at 6 
p.m.

In all, Winter Storm 
Riley knocked out pow-
er to almost two million 
people from North Caro-
lina through New Eng-
land. New York was hit 
with the largest amounts 
of snow, while the coast 
suffered severe coastal 
flooding and beach ero-
sion. 

Sullivan and Delaware 
counties were placed un-
der an additional winter 
storm warning Tuesday 
night, to last through 
Thursday morning, in 
anticipation of up to a 
foot of snowfall. Sullivan 
County offices closed 
for Wednesday, and ad-
vised residents that trav-
el would be impossible 
during the height of the 
latest storm.
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Q. What are you most looking forward to with the arrival of 
spring?

“I look forward to 
being outdoors more, 
to going on long walks 
with my dog, Nelson, 
and to feeling the sun 
shining on my face.  I 
believe that sunshine 
feeds the soul.”

“I look forward to 
being outdoors more 
and  participating in 
outdoor activities, 
like hiking, running, 
walking.”

“I look forward to 
running in more 5 K 

races when it’s warmer. 
The Alyson Whitney 
in May is first on my 

schedule.”

“What I look forward 
to most with the 

coming of spring is 
hearing the home 

plate umpire bellow 
out “play ball!””

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

Did you feel it?  In the last 
few days of February?  OK, it 
was a bit warmer, the sun was 
shining, but there was some-
thing else.  Anticipation!  It 
seemed even the trees were 
waiting impatiently to burst 
forth with their buds, all at 
once…NOW!

Even if the buds aren’t pop-
ping out just yet, the music in 
and around the area certainly 
is. The newest venue is right 
on Main Street in Hurleyville. 
Gallery 222 is hosting open 
mics twice a month on Mon-
day nights and all artistic 
genres are welcome.  I have to 
admit I have not yet been, due 
to this year’s flu and its after-
math, but I am certainly look-
ing forward to seeing what 
this is all about.

Open mics are one of the 
most interesting things for a 
nonperformer to see. They 
generally cater to music only 
and give each musician and 
singer several songs in which 
to showcase their talents.  
And that is the main reason 
they came into being. Bands 
that had lost a member would 
scour them for compatible 
musicians. Vocalists would 
scour them for compatible 
musicians to put a band to-
gether.  And those who booked 
venues would attend to find 
people to book. There are 
two in the area that have been 
highly successful for years, 
drawing not only the best mu-
sicians in the area as well as 
pulling from Orange and Ul-
ster County, but also boasting 
a full blown audience. They 
are both in my schedule each 
week:  Dutch’s every Monday 
night and DeFillipi’s every 
Sunday during ‘brunch’ hours.  
In either place, you’re bound 
to hear someone you’ll make 
it a point of going out to see 
again.

The Brew in Rock Hill must 
be feeling spring, too as there 
is NO guessing what’s hap-
pening on Tuesdays March 
6, March 20, and March 27. 
OdD Tuesdays are back and 
booked featuring the Search 
and Rescue Orchestra with 
power house vocalist Joanna 
Gass. The fun of these nights 
is that they are largely audi-
ence requests and I have seen 
the band pull off some amaz-
ing renditions of songs they 
had never done before. Great, 
great fun evenings!

If your tastes run more to 
the subdued, try dinner at 
Sorella’s with the masterful 
musicianship of Hurleyville 

Erin Perez

Nadia Alexander

Brian Dennis

Mike Brooks

The recent sunny days are al-
lowing us to finally get out for a 
walk and see what it is happen-
ing in the natural world. We’ll 
probably still have more snow, 
but at least spring is getting clos-
er, the days longer and below-
freezing temps are becoming a 
memory. In the morning you’ve 
no doubt heard birdsong again, 
which is music to our ears! The 
world around us is slowly awak-
ening, the sap is flowing, and 
the buds on trees are noticeably 
beginning to swell. If you have 
early spring bulbs, you might see 
them start blooming within the 
next few weeks and then game 
on…it’s just a matter of time and 
winter will be behind us.

I hope by now you’ve pur-

chased your spring/summer seed 
supplies and are thinking about 
what to start indoors. Now is the 
time to start perennials, any cut-
tings from existing plants you 
want to multiply (remember to 
mist daily!), and annuals that 
take a while to germinate. By the 
end of March you can start pep-
pers and then tomatoes and basil 
a couple of weeks later. Don’t 
rush the warm season plants 
because you can’t put them out 
until mid to late May anyway, 
and you don’t want to damage or 
lose them entirely to a late frost. 
Make a schedule for yourself 
and follow it week by week.

I’ve been online recently com-
paring prices of summer bulbs 
like lilies and dahlias, and order-

ing shrubs and various plants 
I need to plug into some of the 
holes I was left with in the fall. 
I love Clematis vine so this year 
I am treating myself to a few ex-
ceptional varieties, as well as a 
couple of beautiful varieties of 
Honeysuckle. I can’t wait to see 
them in their midsummer glory!

When the soil dries up a bit, 
it’s time to clean up plants from 
the fall. Cut back perennials, pull 
annuals and put plant debris on 
a new compost pile, turn the old 
one, rake the beds gently and let 
Spring sunshine do its work be-
fore you do more. 

Before long you won’t have 
a free minute. Happy almost 
spring!

The spring equinox falls 
this year on Tuesday, March 
20, at 12:15 p.m. Equinox is 
the time or date at which the 
sun crosses the celestial equa-
tor, when the day and night are 
of equal length. This happens 
twice a year, in September and 
March. At the spring equinox 
the amount of daylight and dark-
ness is approximately equal. The 
name equinox comes from Latin 
words which mean equal night - 
aequus (equal) and nox (night).

The vernal equinox is the 
starting point of spring based 
on the earth’s position to the sun 
and the stars. “Meteorological 
spring” starts March 1 for me-
teorologists who prefer a calen-

dar in which the seasons start on 
the same days every year. It also 
helps with record keeping. 

There are many ancient sites 
that mark the equinoxes and sol-
stices. At Chichen Itza in Mex-
ico, Mayans built a huge pyra-
mid around the year A.D.1000. 
The play of the sun’s light on it 
signals the beginning of the sea-
sons. On the spring equinox, the 
light pattern looks like a snake. 
Mayans called this day “the re-
turn of the sun serpent.” 

Here in Hurleyville, the sap in 
the maple trees is flowing, and 
the birds are chirping.

Spring is finally here – by ev-
ery way of measuring its arrival.

FROM THE FARM
by Eve Springwood Minson

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

resident Al Defino and Larry 
Ravdin with jazz standards I 
know you know. Or if your in-
terests are a bit more modern, 
head out to the Dancing Cat on 
Sundays (also brunch hours) 
for ShineOn where Barry 
Scheinfeld pairs with some of 
the best jazz musicians in up-
state NY, performing not only 
jazz from across the genre but 
also his own originals.

How about some good old 
Rock and Roll! Former Hur-
leyville resident Johnny Jules 
and his band will be at Cab-
ernet Franks March 2. A re-
ally great band, in a really fun 
place.

Cabernet Franks.  While 
most of us fell into the Sul-
livan County winter routine, 
this place didn’t seem to no-
tice it was winter!  They kept 
their live music going success-
fully on both Friday and Sat-
urday nights while we were 
hibernating.  Good for them!  
And we should all take note.

And one of the few things 
I did make it out to between 
flu bouts was also a unique 
surprise, a Valentine’s Day 
brunch at the Neversink Gen-
eral Store.  What could it 
POSSIBLY be, you ask.  Well, 
no premade food, all made 
to order. French Toast with 
caramelized apples that came 
with a side of scrambled eggs 
with caviar. Yes, real caviar, 
the good stuff.  I haven’t had 
anything like that since I left 
NYC!  I will be watching for 
their next special occasion, es-
pecially if that’s what I can ex-
pect!  Hmmm, I wonder what 
other brunches are around.

Yes, I have “cabin fever”.  
Yes, I’m really, really looking 
forward to getting back out 
there.  And I’m toying with 
setting up a Facebook page 
to let you know of things that 
come up at the last minute.  
Hey, when you see me out and 
about, let me know what you 
think of that!

The bottom line is there is 
something for everyone, you 
just need to get out there. I’ll 
help you find it!

Every Monday
DUTCH’S OPEN MIC: 

205 Rock Hill Dr., Rock Hill, 
7 p.m.

March 12 and March 26: 
Gallery 222 Open Mic, 222 
Main Street, Hurleyville 7 
p.m.

Tuesdays
March 6, March 20, March 

27: OoD TUESDAY with 
The Greater Sullivan County 
Search and Rescue Orchestra 

(Joanna Gass, Steve Schwartz, 
Kenny Windheim, Eric Neis 
and Bobby C), Brew, 280 
Rock Hill Drive, Rock Hill, 
5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

Wednesdays
Cab’aroke at Cabernet 

Franks; 38 Main St, (Exit 98 
off 17W) Parksville; 8 p.m. 

Fridays: 
Sorella:  Jazz Standards 

with Defino and Ravdin, and 
great Italian food!  6 – 9 p.m., 
3562 State Rte 55, Kauneonga 
Lake

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main 
St, (Exit 98 off 17W) Parks-
ville

March 2: Johnny Jules 
Band; 7:30

March 9: Joshua Tree; 7:30
Saturdays: 
Sorella: Jazz Standards with 

Defino and Ravdin, 3562 State 
Rte 55, Kauneonga Lake; 6 – 
9 p.m.

March 3: Open Mic/Home 
Grown: host Kevin McDaniel,  
WJFF 90.5FM, 12-1 p.m.  The 
featured group this week is a 
favorite of mine and yours:  
Little Sparrow (Aldo Troiani 
and Carol Smith).

Pickled Owl, 218 Main 
Street, Hurleyville; 6 – 9 p.m.

March 3: Those Guys (mod-
ern mountain music)

March 10: Marc Delgado 
(solo acoustic variety)

March 17:  Albi (don’t miss 
this!)

March 24: Chrissy Aliventi 
(solo acoustic variety)

March 31: The Kurt Henry 
Band (multi genre originals)

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main 
Street (Exit 98 off 17W), 
Parksville; 7:30 p.m.

March 3: Jason Darling
March 10:  Ruby Rae
March 17: Happy St Patty’s 

Day!  w/Glass House
March 31:  Karabas Bara-

bas; 9 p.m.
Every Sunday
Music Where You Least 

Expect It: 11 a.m.–.1:30ish, 
DeFillipis Bakery, 506 Broad-
way, Monticello

The Dancing Cat Saloon:  
#ShineOn, Jazz Brunch, 11 
a.m. – 2 p.m., 2037 State Rte 
17B, Bethel

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main 
Street (Exit 98 off 17W), 
Parksville; 7:30 p.m.

March 4:  Oscar Party with 
Albi, 4pm

March 18:  Wade’s Birth-
day Bloody Mary Drag Bingo 
Brunch with Pixel Chick

Until next time…..

Alli
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES

THE HURLEYVILLE
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Hurleyville, NY 12747
845-707-6000

hurleysent@hotmail.com

Editor-in-Chief ………………………………………………… John Conway

Sports Editor ……………………………………………..... Angelee Santillo

Photo Editor …………………………………………………... J. James Wall

Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

PHOTO BY 
JOHN CONWAY

This stone 
carving, dis-
covered in 
Hurleyvi l le 
more than 
three years 
ago, has be-
come the 
subject of an 
ongoing in-
vestigation.

As we march into March 
and anxiously wait for the arriv-
al of spring, we wanted to take 
a moment to ask for your help. 
Springtime is New York State 
budget time, and this year Gov-
ernor Cuomo has once again 
proposed a budget with major 
cuts to both general library state 
aid and cuts to the public library 
construction fund. 

A cut in general library state 
aid will have a domino effect 
which may cause any or all of 
the following scenarios: 1) an 
increase in fees that the Falls-
burg Library will have to pay 
to the Ramapo Catskill Library 
System (RCLS) to continue 
services we receive, such as 
3-times- a-week deliveries, tech 
support, access to large amount 
of e-content; 2) RCLS will 
have to cut back on the amount 
of and/or types of services pro-
vided to member libraries – in-
cluding the Fallsburg Library. 

Through funds received 
from general library state aid, 
the Fallsburg Library (by way 
of RCLS) is able to provide 
services to our community that 
we would not be able to offer 
on our own. We are able to save 

our patrons thousands of dollars 
every year through the services 
we’re able to provide. Don’t 
believe us? Visit the New York 
Library Association’s website 
(www.nyla.org) and use the 
“Library Value Calculator” 
found under the “Advocacy” 
tab. Just input the information 
for what you use the library for 
and how frequently – this will 
give you a rough estimate of the 
amount the Library saves you 
every year. 

So how can you help? Vis-
it the NYLA website (www.
nyla.org) and under the “Ad-
vocacy” tab click on “Contact 
Your Elected Officials.” There 
is a draft letter (which you can 
choose to edit if you would 
like) which you can then email 
to your elected officials based 
on the address you provide. You 
can also stop into the Fallsburg 
Library to sign letters that we 
have already printed for Sena-
tor Bonacic and Assembly-
woman Gunther – we would be 
more than happy to mail them 
for you. 

Thank you for your contin-
ued support, and be sure not to 
miss out on all the fun spring 

crafts we have this month! 
On Wednesday, March 7 at 6 
p.m., the family can come to 
make a Fairy House for the 
garden or even for the living 
room! Wednesday, March 21 
at 6 p.m., come back to make 
some Easter-themed magnets. 
For the over 18 crowd, we have 
“Felt Shamrock Pin” making 
on March 14 at 7 p.m., just in 
time for St Patrick’s Day. Are 
your kids crazy about slime? 
Come in on Thursday, March 
15 at 6 p.m. to make a whole 
new kind of slime-- Magnetic 
Slime! Ages 6+ please. Our 
weekly programs are still roll-
ing with Children’s Craft Night 
at 6 p.m. on Mondays and Pre-
school Story Hour at 10 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. on Tuesdays. 

As you can see, we have 
many great things coming up 
at the Fallsburg Library. Some 
programs have limited spots, so 
please call, email, or stop in to 
sign up. Here’s a reminder of 
our contact information, call: 
845-436-6067, email: fbr@rcls.
org, stop in: 12 Railroad Plaza, 
South Fallsburg, NY or follow 
us on social media!

by Kelly Wells and Amanda Letohic

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

THE ALVIN STONE
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE - Late in 
the fall of 2014, while working 
on The Center for Discovery’s 
Stonewall Preserve farm on 
Mitteer Road in Hurleyville, 
stone worker Alvin Lopez 
made a discovery that has 
changed his life.  

On this particular day, as he 
gathered stones for a project he 
had been assigned, Mr. Lopez 
came upon an odd football-
sized rock that had the distinct 
appearance of a distorted hu-
man face. He immediately 
sensed that the stone had some 
significance and put it aside 
so he could examine it more 
closely after he finished the 
work day. 

Since that moment, Mr. Lo-
pez has spent much of his spare 
time trying to determine exact-
ly what the stone is.

His first stop back then was 
fellow stone mason and artist 
Richard Rulli of Grahamsville, 
who has worked in the trade 
for more than 50 years, and is a 
Pipe Carrier for a Dakota Sun-
dance Chief.  Mr. Rulli’s imme-
diate reaction was that the stone 
was a “false face” image from 
the Iroquois tradition.

“Granted, any polished form 
on stone in our geographic lo-
cation can be caused by glacial 
abrasion, but the one “open” 
eye on this particular stone 
is definitely not naturally oc-
curring,” Mr. Rulli explained 
later. “It appears to be incised, 
or drilled or carved by human 
hand.”

Mr. Rulli told Mr. Lopez that 
the patina on what everyone has 
now begun calling “the Alvin 
Stone,” and specifically in the 
cavity of the left eye, indicated 
extreme age, so Mr. Lopez be-
gan a still ongoing process of 
trying to determine if the age 
of the carving could be fixed 
through some scientific means.

After looking at photos of the 
stone, Dr. Cory Harris, Assis-
tant Professor of Anthropology 
at SUNY Orange agreed that 
there was something about the 
face that bears further examina-
tion.

“From what I can tell from 
the photos, I agree that the in-
dentation looks like some hu-
man action was involved, but 
I’m not sure what,” Dr. Harris 
told Mr. Lopez, without ac-
knowledging that the stone was 

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY
Alvin Lopez

of Native American origin.
Noted author Frank Joseph, 

who writes extensively about 
ancient American artifacts, also 
looked at photos of the stone 
and found them intriguing.

“In my opinion, if the Alvin 
Stone is not natural, it some-
what resembles the human 
face associated with 8th to 6th 
Century B.C. Phoenician mor-
tuary masks used to frighten 
away evil spirits,” he wrote to 
Mr. Lopez.  “These, so far as 
I know, were terra-cotta, not 
stone, found in Carthaginian 
tombs, in the western Medi-
terranean, although examples 
date to circa 1300 B.C, to the 
Canaanite town of Hazor, near 
Tyre. In my book, ‘Lost Colo-
nies of Ancient America,’ a 
chapter describes Phoenician 
influences in North America, 
which should at least prompt 
us to give the Alvin Stone some 
consideration.”

Mr. Lopez was most excited 
by a passage that was brought 
to his attention from the 2001 
book, “The Lenape-Delaware 
Indian Heritage” by the late 
Herbert C. Kraft. From the 
book, Mr. Lopez learned that 
stone faces such as that de-
picted on the Alvin Stone were 
an integral part of the Lenape 
tradition, and grew out of their 
belief in the Mesingw, or “the 
Masked Being.” 

In the Lenape tradition, “the 
Masked Being” was a manetu 
or spirit who was also some-
times known as “the Keeper 
of the Game,” and it was his 
responsibility to look after the 
animals of the forest and ensure 
their health and safety.

It was the Lenape or Dela-
ware, an Algonquin speaking 
tribe of Native Americans, who 
inhabited the area that was to 
become Sullivan County, per-
haps as far back as 12,000 years 
ago.

Dr. Kraft wrote that “the 
Mesingw  may have been 
known and venerated for hun-
dreds of years before the com-
ing of European settlers,” and 
was unique among spirits in the 
Lenape tradition in that it “was 
made visible in artistic form on 
masks, maskettes, and in other 
objects of ritual use” such as 
wood or stone carvings.

“The ancient wooden images 
have not survived, but numer-
ous prehistoric effigy faces, 
presumably of the Mesingw, 
have been excavated and found 
on archaeological sites,” Dr. 
Kraft wrote.

And there are several photo-
graphs in the book of faces that 
very closely resemble the Alvin 
stone.

Encouraged by what he 
found, Mr. Lopez tracked down 
Dr. Kraft’s son, John, also an ar-
chaeologist and a noted expert 
on the Lenape in his own right, 
and has begun a dialogue with 
him in an attempt to authenti-
cate the Alvin Stone through 
actual physical examination.

“It’s exciting to think that 
something like this was found 
right here in Hurleyville,” Mr. 
Lopez says. “I am convinced of 
what it is; I am just hoping that 
I can get an expert to back me 
up.”
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POSSIBLE STATE SENATE 
CHALLENGE FOR BONACIC

MID-WINTER POPS CONCERT 
HAS FALLSBURG ROCKING

SCDW ANNOUNCES
CASTING CALL 

HURLEYVILLE –  
The Sullivan County 
Dramatic Workshop, the 
area’s longest standing 
Community Theatre, has 
announced auditions for 
this summer’s musical, 
“Nevermore: The Imag-
inary Life and Mysteri-
ous Death of Edgar Al-
len Poe.”

This unique, wildly 
theatrical musical com-
bines haunting music 
and poetic storytelling 
to chronicle the fasci-
nating life of the iconic 
American writer. Under 
the direction of Dawn 
Perneszi, with Musical 
Director, Leon Hilfstein, 

ALBANY, NY – Rosen-
dale Town Councilwoman 
Jen Metzger has filed of-
ficial paperwork to launch 
a campaign committee as 
she explores a run for New 
York’s 42nd State Senate 
seat. She is expected to 
make a formal announce-
ment about her candidacy 
later this month. 

District 42 includes por-
tions of Ulster, Orange, 
and Delaware counties, 
as well as all of Sullivan 
County, and has been rep-
resented by Republican 
John Bonacic since 1998.

Ms. Metzger, who is 
currently serving her sec-
ond term on the Rosen-
dale Town Council, is 
also the Director of Citi-
zens for Local Power, a 
non-profit organization 
that represents residents 
and small businesses at 
the NYS Public Service 
Commission and pro-
motes a more equitable, 
affordable, locally-based 
clean energy economy. 
She holds a PhD in politi-

PHOTO PROVIDED
District 2 Legislator Nadia 
Rajsz chairs the county’s 
Health & Family Services 
Committee

Youth Bureau Announces 
2018 Grant Opportunities
MONTICELLO – The Sul-

livan County Youth Bureau is 
now accepting grant applica-
tions from organizations which 
serve children and youth within 
Sullivan County.

The Youth Bureau receives 
monies annually from the 
County and the New York State 
Office of Children and Family 
Services to fund youth devel-
opment programs within Sulli-
van County. Eligible applicants 
include private non-profit orga-
nizations, schools and munici-
palities.

“The most successful youth 
programs in Sullivan County 
have used Youth Bureau fund-
ing to expand their programs 
and reach,” notes District 2 
Legislator Nadia Rajsz, chair 
of the Legislature’s Health & 
Family Services Committee, to 
which the Bureau reports. “The 
funds we offer can make a key 
difference in the lives of chil-

dren countywide.”
Organizations which would 

like to apply and be considered 
for funding are requested to 
contact the Youth Bureau and 
submit completed applications 
by Friday, April 6, 2018.

For more information, please 
call the Youth Bureau at (845) 
807-0394.

Dawn Ruhren, Dafeon 
Schell, Guillermo Grana-
dos, Chloe Barber and Alis-
son Martinez.

The excellent program 
was organized by Band 
Director, Danna Clear and 
Choral Director Colleen 
Barber, with accompani-
ment by pianist Leon Hilf-
stein and student drummer 
Jake Scanna. Senior Rachel 
Collura used her dancing 
skills to nimbly emcee, in-
troduce all musical num-
bers,  and jump up on stage 
to join the band to play the 
clarinet when the Senior 
Band was performing.

FALLSBURG – Falls-
burg High School’s Music 
Department entertained an 
appreciative audience in 
the school auditorium on 
President’s Day. The Se-
nior Band and Chamber 
Chorus chose their selec-
tions wisely for the cold, 
rainy evening. People were 
clapping, tapping and snap-
ping their fingers as soon 
as the Band’s brass and 
percussion sections belted 
out “The Blues Brothers 
Revue.” Images of Jake 
and Elwood Blues do-
ing handsprings across the 
stage flashed through this 
reviewer’s mind.

After three rocking songs 
and rousing applause, the 
Senior Band left the stage. 
The Chamber Chorus soon 
stepped onto the risers in 
the Orchestra Pit area. In 
rapid succession, without 
stopping for major breaks 
between numbers, these 
young singers delighted 
the crowd with four Earth, 
Wind & Fire hits from the 
seventies, ending with 
“Celebration” by Kool and 
the Gang. The rehearsals 
paid off with smooth transi-
tions from one song to the 
next. The enthusiasm of the 
performers was infectious.

The night was a true cel-
ebration of instrumentation 
and harmony. Soloists in 
each of the Choral selec-
tions were Dolce McPher-
son, Jasmine Johnson, Juan 
Lemus, Madison Lent, 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Soloist Dafeon Schell performs “Boogie Wonderland” in 
front of the soprano section of the Chamber Chorus.

cal science from Rutgers 
University. Originally 
from Queens, she and her 
husband, John, have lived 
in Rosendale for 17 years, 
where they are raising 
their three sons.

“There is a pervasive 
sense that State govern-
ment is corrupt and is not 
serving the interests of 
the people as well as it 
should,” said Ms. Metzger. 
“We need new representa-
tives in the Legislature 

SULLIVAN RENAISSANCE
SEEKS PROGRAM MANAGER

For Multicultural Outreach
FERNDALE-- Sullivan 

Renaissance is seeking 
a Multicultural Program 
Manager to identify op-
portunities and imple-
ment initiatives that in-
crease the participation 
of multicultural commu-
nities in Sullivan Renais-
sance’s grant programs. 

The Multicultural Out-
reach Program embraces 
and celebrates the vi-
brancy of diverse com-
munities throughout Sul-
livan County, extending 
an inclusive approach to 
all residents and seasonal 
visitors. The program en-
courages communities to 
showcase their valuable 
contributions as volun-
teers in Sullivan Renais-
sance’s beautification 
projects. 

To foster community 
outreach, Sullivan Re-
naissance established an 
African-American Advi-
sory Board, A Bilingual 
Advisory Committee 
and a Community Mitz-
vah Award Program. The 
Advisory Committees’ 
members donate their 

time to work alongside 
members of the commu-
nity to inspire inclusion 
of youth, seniors and 
those whose primary lan-
guage is other than Eng-
lish. The members of the 
Bilingual Advisory Com-
mittee serve as interpret-
ers in Spanish, French, 
Greek, Italian and Yid-
dish.

Grants are also de-
signed to underscore 
the value of community 
engagement. The Com-
munity Mitzvah Award 
engages seasonal resi-
dents in a beautification 
competition to raise the 
awareness about the im-
portance of property ap-
pearance in the larger 
community. The deadline 
for the Community Mitz-
vah Award is March 1. 
Neighborhood Outreach 
Grants provide assistance 
to organizations and mu-
nicipalities with beauti-
fication and community 
development projects in 
multicultural residential 
neighborhoods, as well 
as outreach to non-Eng-

who are there for the sole 
purpose of improving the 
lives of New Yorkers, and 
addressing the challenges 
our communities face.”

Noting that Senator 
Bonacic has been in that 
seat for 20 years, Ms. 
Metzger added, “the State 
Senate is not supposed to 
be a lifelong occupation. 

We need people in office 
with a fresh perspective, 
an understanding of our 
communities’ needs, and 
the energy and principled 
commitment it takes to 
meaningfully improve the 
quality of life of the peo-
ple in our district.”

Ms. Metzger, 53, is a 
registered Democrat and 
was endorsed by the Dem-
ocrat and Working Fami-
lies Party in her last two 
elections, as well as by the 
Hudson Valley Area Labor 
Federation AFL-CIO.

When contacted for 
a comment on Ms. 
Metzger’s possible candi-
dacy, Senator Bonacic’s 
Communications Director, 
Conor Gillis seemed un-
concerned.

“The Senator’s focus is 
on the Legislative session 
and delivering an on-time 
budget,” he said.

auditions are slated for 
Sunday, March 4 from 1 
- 3:30 p.m. at the Mo-
bilemedic Building, 266 
Main Street, Hur-
leyville, and on Friday, 
March 9 from 6 - 8 p.m. 
and Saturday, March 
10 from 12 - 3 p.m. at 
the Sullivan County Mu-

seum, 265 Main Street, 
Hurleyville.

Actors are needed 
(ages 16-50+) for lead 
roles and company roles. 
Strong singers are need-
ed, including Baritenors, 
Baritones, Tenors, So-
pranos and Altos. Please 
come with a prepared 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Rosendale Councilwoman Jen Metzger is exploring a run for 
the NYS Senate

monologue and song 
that shows off your 
range; an accompanist 
will be provided. We 
are also seeking musi-
cians for a pit orchestra 
for this production-- in 
particular, violin, cello, 
percussion, guitar, bass, 
keyboard.

Production dates for 
“Nevermore” are Au-
gust 10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 
19 at the Rivoli Theatre 
in  South Fallsburg. For 
additional information 
or to schedule an alter-
nate audition, please 
contact Dawn via email 
at nyx6117@yahoo.com.

lish speaking communi-
ties. Property Enhance-
ment Grants are available 
for improving the exte-
rior appearance of sea-
sonal camps and bunga-
low colonies. Both the 
Neighborhood Outreach 
Grants and Property En-
hancement Grants have 
rolling deadlines through 
October 1, 2018. 

This position has a spe-
cific focus on outreach 
and efforts to revitalize 
neighborhoods in mul-

ticultural areas and to 
engage individuals in 
Sullivan Renaissance’s 
beautification and com-
munity development pro-
grams by removing lan-
guage and other barriers, 
and building trust.

This is a full-time 
position with a salary 
commensurate with ex-
perience. For more in-
formation, call (845) 
295-2445, or apply on 
Facebook @sullivanre-
naissance.

UPCOMING AT 
SULLIVAN RENAISSANCE:

Volunteer Open House,
March 7, 2018; 5:30 PM

CVI Building, Ferndale, NY
Pre-registration is required.
Please call 845-295-2445

*** 
Seminar: Spring into Planting!

April 4, 2018; 6:00 PM
Cornell Cooperative Extension, Liberty, NY

Pre-registration is required.
Please call 845-295-2445
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire 
Department is always 
looking to recruit new 
members. You can stop in 
on any Monday evening 
at 7 p.m. at the firehouse 
to get an application or 
see what we are all about. 
If you don’t want to fight 
fire we can use fire police 
or work behind the scenes 
and support the front line 
fire fighters. We do more 
than just fight fire. We 
even provide all of your 
training and gear for free.

In the beginning of 
February, the Fire Depart-
ment, along with the Town 
of Fallsburg Youth Com-
mission, held their 30th 
annual ice fishing contest 
on Morningside Lake on 
Brickman Road in Hur-
leyville. The Wednesday 
before the contest we re-
ceived about five inches 
of new snow that covered 
the ice. On Saturday the 
day of the contest it was 
a nice day and with the 
warm temperatures and 
the weight of the snow on 
the lake it brought a lot of 
water onto the surface of 
the lake. That made for a 
wet day on your feet.

But in spite of all that 
water, fishing was good. 
There were a lot of qual-
ity crappies caught, and as 
in the past couple of years, 
there were a number of 
large bullhead caught. It is 
not unusual to catch bull-
head through the ice, but 
you don’t see it too often. 
There were a number of 
one pound plus caught.

The Neversink Fire De-
partment was out in force 
to defend The Richie Far-
quhar Town of Fallsburg 
Chief’s Cup that they won 
last year. A previous win-
ner of the Cup, the Tappan 
Fire Department, was also 
a force to reckon with, and 

the Loch Sheldrake Fire 
Department, a multiyear 
winner of the Cup, was 
also there to try and fish it 
back.

At the end, it was the 
Neversink Fire Depart-
ment defending the Cup 
with a total weight of 7.01 
pounds of fish, followed 
by Tappan with 6.55 
pounds, and in third place 
was Loch Sheldrake with 
5.54 pounds.

The score is determined 
by the total weight of five 
fish caught by anyone in 
the department.

Here are the rest of the 
results:

Youth Division
Bullhead: 1. Colby 

Greggory, 2. Logan Janick 
3. Colby Greggory

Panfish: 1. Joseph Car-
ney, 2. Joseph Carney, 3. 
Madison Carney

Perch: 1. Logan Janick, 
2. Joseph Carney, 3. Av-
erie Conklin

Pickerel: 1. Ben Ehlers, 
2. Madison Lamamtia 3. 
Emma Curry

Adult Division
Bullhead: 1. Nick Fran-

gipane 2. Tom Clegg, 3. 
Gregg Taylor

Panfish: 1. Nick Fran-
gipane, 2. Scott Decker, 3. 
Frank Torres

Perch: 1. Marty Hoff-
man, 2. Bruce Sabinsky, 3. 
Darrell Horton

Pickerel: 1. Erin Al-
lison, 2. Owen Garritt, 3. 
LA Winer

Looking ahead in the 
sports world of the Hur-
leyville Fire Department, 
mark your calendar for the 
eighth annual Bill Carlson 
Golf Classic on Saturday, 
May 12, and for the 17th 
annual Morningside Fish-
ing Classic on Saturday, 
June 16. If you want more 
information just give me a 
call. (845-796-8598)

In our December issue, we 
began reproducing excerpts 
describing Hurleyville busi-
nesses taken from the Janu-
ary 28, 1898 Republican 
Watchman special edition. 
Here, we continue:

Henry Pierpoint
- Ice Cream and Bakery

Among the principal busi-
ness industries conducted 
in Hurleyville none occupy 
a more conspicuous posi-
tion than that of Mr. Henry 
Pierpoint who conducts a 
bakery, ice cream parlor and 
confectionery store on the 
main street in the business 
portion of the village. Mr. 
Pierpoint has been in busi-
ness here for more than a 
year and since he began has 
been eminently successful 
and stands in high populari-
ty as is indicated by his large 
and increasing trade. In the 
baking department may at 
all times be obtained fresh 
bread, pies, cake rolls, etc., 
and in fact, everything that 
is usually kept in a first-class 
store of this kind.

His ice cream parlors are 
always cozy and cool and all 
flavors of delicious cream 
are served to patrons. This is 
a very popular resort for all 
consumer guests who con-
gregate here in large num-
bers, and one visit to this 
place of business is a sure 
guarantee of another, as the 
courteous and pleasant treat-
ment tendered to everyone is 
appreciated by all to the full-
est extent.

There is also to be found 
here all the leading and 
choice brands of confection-
ery of all varieties and the 
most popular makes. Soda 
water and temperance drinks 
are also sold and are made 
of the purest of whole fruit 
flavors. Altogether this is a 
first-class place for those to 
trade who desire anything in 
this line.

Personally, Mr. Pierpoint 
is a man of good standing in 
the community in which he 
lives, upright and honorable 
in all business transaction, 
courteous to all customers 
and is a good substantial 
business man.

Prince Bros.- Flour, Feed, 
Lumber and Coal

One of the most promi-
nent and well-known of the 
successful business firms of 
Hurleyville is Messrs. Prince 
Bros., who deal extensively 
in flour, feed, grain, lumber, 
coal, lime and cement. Their 
industry is one of the largest 
in this section of the country 
and being situated as it is on 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Prince Brothers on Main Street in Hurleyville sold coal, lum-
ber, cement, flour and feed.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Jack Halchak presents the Neversink Fire Department with 
the Richie Farquhar  Town of Fallsburg Chief’s Cup, which 
the department won for the second year in a row.

the main street of the village, 
near the railroad station, is 
headquarters for supplies of 
this kind for the people of 
the surrounding country for 
many miles.

Their store is a large one, 
and is well arranged and 
provided with all the neces-
sary conveniences to meet 
the demands of the patrons. 
This firm deals quite exten-
sively in coal and their yards 
are located on the line of the 
Ontario & Western railroad 
near the depot, where will be 
found all the leading brands 
of the best quality of coal 
from the most noted mines 
in the Pennsylvania regions, 
which they furnish by the 
car load or ton at the very 
lowest market rates. They 
also handle all the leading 
brands of flour as well as do-
ing an extensive business in 
feed and grain, in connection 
with builders’ material of all 
kinds. The individual mem-
bers of this enterprising firm 
are John and William Prince, 
both natives of Sullivan 
County, and each has had a 
business experience extend-
ing over a number of years. 
They are both well known 
throughout this section of 
the state and enjoy a high 
reputation as sound honor-
able and reliable merchants.

Since the Prince brothers 
began business here as a firm 
they have always conducted 
that business upon those 
sound principles of integrity 
and equity that have won for 
them their exalted name in 
the commercial world and 
their enviable business sta-
tus. Each of them are known 
as prominent, liberal and 
public spirited citizens, who 
have always fostered and 
promoted every measure 
that had for its object the ad-
vancement of prosperity and 
general welfare of the town 
in which they live, and have 

As you are reading this 
it could still be winter or it 
could be spring. Whatever 
the weather is, it will start 
to warm up and dry out.

That means that Brush 
Fire Season is right 
around the corner, if it is 
not here already.

There is NO OPEN 
BURNING FROM 
MARCH 16 THRU 
MAY 14.  When you fin-
ish cleaning up your lawn 
of winter debris you can-
not burn it during those 
dates. You can never use a 
burn barrel, so don’t try to 
use one to burn your win-
ter mess.

All it takes is one burn-
ing leaf or flying hot em-
ber to start a brush fire. 
Your lawns will be brown 
and dry, the woods will be 
dry, the fields will be dry, 
and with a little spring 
breeze we have a prob-
lem. I went to a number 
of brush fires last spring 
and they were started by 
someone burning a brush 
pile and a breeze, and the 
little fire got away from 
them.

Also, Sunday, March 
11 is the start of day-

light savings. When 
you change your clock, 
change the batteries in 
your smoke detectors and 
CO detectors. This is also 
a good time to clean them 
of the winter dust bunnies 
that may be on them. Test 
them to make sure they 
are working. If you have 
hardwired ones (directly 
wired into the house pow-
er supply) clean them, test 
them, and some do have a 
battery backup, so check 
the battery.

If you do not have a 
smoke detector between 
your bedroom and a way 
out of your house GET 
ONE NOW,  or one on 
every floor of your home, 
GET ONE NOW, or if 
one is broken, GET ONE 
NOW, or if one is more 
than ten years old, GET 
ONE NOW. That also 
goes for a CO detector, 
too and if it is more than 
seven years old, GET 
ONE NOW.

Smoke detectors and 
CO detectors SAVE 
LIVES, GET THEM 
NOW!

provisions, hardware and all 
those articles which associ-
ate under the heading of a 
general store, and is valued 
at many thousands of dollars 
wholesale prices. Their es-
tablishment is admirably lo-
cated, so that it is convenient 
to both the citizens of Hur-
leyville and the surround-
ing country, and a large and 
paying custom centers here. 
This store is nicely arranged 
and adapted to the require-
ments of a large and increas-
ing trade.

Messrs. Knapp & Labagh 
give their personal atten-
tion to customers who are 
promptly served in the most 
courteous manner. Every 
effort is made to please pa-
trons, and that their efforts 
are successful in indicated 
by the lucrative patronage 
with which they are blessed. 
All goods are strictly first 
class and sold at the low-
est marked rates. The busi-
ness done by this firm will 
amount to many thousands 
of dollars annually, and has 
gained through the popular 
management of the concern 
by its efficient proprietors.

Messrs. Knapp & La-
bagh are both gentlemen 
who stand well in business 
and social circles, and are 
regarded with respect and 
esteem by the whole com-
munity. They are gentlemen 
in every sense of the word 
and can be strictly depended 
upon as making no misrep-
resentations to effect a sale. 
“Quick sales and small prof-
its” is their motto and it is 
fully carried into effect in 
their business practice.

This concludes our list-
ing of prominent Hurleyville 
businesses as profiled in 
the Republican Watchman 
newspaper in January of 
1898. Next month we re-
turn to highlighting stories 
from past issues of The Hur-
leyville Sentinel.

won the respect and esteem 
of all our citizens.

Knapp & LaBagh 
- General Merchants

Among the leading deal-
ers in general merchandise 
in this part of the country, 
and occupying a conspicu-
ous position, is the firm of 
Knapp & Labagh who store 
is situated on Main Street, 
opposite the Waldorf House 
in Hurleyville. This is one of 
the oldest established houses 
in the village.

The established reputa-
tion enjoyed by this firm is 
due solely to the untiring 
efforts of the proprietors. 
These gentlemen carry only 
a desirable class of goods, 
and being wide-awake busi-
ness men, know and under-
stand the wants of the public 
at a glance. The flattering 
success they have thus far 
encountered in business de-
notes the superior judgment 
and energy with which they 
are endowed. Their stock 
consists of almost every-
thing mentionable in the dry 
goods line, also groceries, 
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Did you ever wonder 
why we look and act the 
way we do? Well, there 
is a logical answer to that 
question, and one that you 
may not be happy hear-
ing. However, we have no 
choice.

Every person is unique. 
Part of what makes you 
unique is your genes. 
Genes are the instruc-
tions inside each of our 
cells and control how 
you look and how your 
body works. Since every-
one has slightly different 
genes, everyone has a dif-
ferent set of instructions. 
So you see, genes are one 
reason you are unique.

Every human being has 
two copies of each gene, 
one from the mother and 
one from the father. As I 
said, genes carry instruc-
tions that tell your cells 
how to work and grow. 
Every part of your body 
is made up of billions of 
cells working together. 
Genes are arranged in 
structures called chromo-
somes. Humans have 23 
pairs off chromosomes 
and copies are found in 
each cell. They are made 
up of DNA and is the spe-
cial code in which the in-
structions in your genes 
are written.

Children inherit pairs of 
genes from their parents. 
A child gets one set of 
genes from the father and 
one set from the mother. 
The genes can match up 
to make different combi-
nations. This is why many 
family members look a 
lot alike and others do 
not. The important thing 
to note here is that genes 
can increase the risk in a 
family for getting certain 
health conditions. Fami-
lies also share habits, diet, 

and environment. These 
all influence how healthy 
we are as we go through 
the aging process.

Some diseases are 
caused when there is a 
change in the instruc-
tions of the gene. This is 
what is called “mutation.” 
Sometimes these changes 
have no effect or are even 
slightly helpful. But . . . 
they can also cause dis-
ease. Most common dis-
eases are caused by a 
combination of mutations 
such as lifestyle choices 
and your environment.

Your family history tells 
you which diseases run in 
your family. Health issues 
that develop at a younger 
age than usual can be a 
clue that your family has 
a higher risk. Although 
you cannot change your 
genes, you CAN change 
your behavior. 

It is sooooo important 
that you educate yourself 
about your family’s health 
history. Talk to your fam-
ily about YOUR health, 
THEIR health, and share 
your family health history 
with your doctor.

Your doctor can use 
that history to figure out 
your risk for develop-
ing a disease and take 
the necessary steps to do 
screenings and prescribe 
the proper medicines, if 
necessary.

Cardiovascular disease 
is the #1 killer in Amer-
ica. Type 2 Diabetes is 
very common.  Although 
genetically induced, stay-
ing on top of your health 
with your physician can 
and will reduce your risk 
of contracting these de-
bilitating diseases. 

Stay safe and be well, 
Hurleyville!!!

“GEE, THANKS,
MOM AND DAD!!!”

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
by Kathleen Sullivan
and John Conway

“ABE DEUTSCH”

Around 1920, Hungar-
ian immigrants Sam and 
Bella Deutsch bought a 
farm and boardinghouse 
on Old Liberty Road in 
Hurleyville called the Ap-
plebee Inn. Sam and Bella 
and their children carried 
on both the farming and 
tourism operations, and in 
the ensuing years they pur-
chased other small parcels 
nearby until they owned 
137 acres. From an early 
age, their oldest son, Abe, 
who was born in 1916, 
developed a great affin-
ity for the property, and 
as his parents aged, he as-
sumed more and more re-
sponsibility for the farm-

ing operation. In fact, Abe 
continued to work the farm 
even after he married (in 
1943) and bought his own 
farm nearby. Every morn-
ing he would do the chores 
on his own farm on Whit-

taker Road, and then travel 
to Applebee to milk the 
cows, feed the chickens 
and collect the eggs. 

Sam Deutsch died 
in 1941, and Bella in 
1951, leaving the farm to 
their youngest son, Ed-
die. Abe and his wife Cora 
eventually purchased the 
property, renaming it Fair-
lawn Farms, and mod-
ernizing the dairy opera-
tion while continuing to 
take in boarders. Within a 
few years, several bunga-
lows had been added and 
a small casino had been 
built. A sand beach was 
constructed adjacent to 
one of the ponds on the 
property, and it was used 
for swimming until 1957. 
In keeping with the trend 
in the mountains at the 
time, Abe Deutsch had a 

modern steel swimming 
pool installed that year.

“I remember that spring 
a guy drives up in a 1957 
Plymouth, with the big tail 
fins,” Abe’s son, Stan re-
called not long ago. “He 
doesn’t even get out of the 
car. He rolls down the win-
dow and asks my father if 
we had a swimming pool.  
My dad tells him we swim 
in the lake. The guy puts 
the car in reverse and says, 
‘okay, never mind.’  Right 
then my dad decided we 
needed a pool.” 

As the years went 
by, Abe ceased the dairy 
operation, and eventu-
ally the farming aspect in-
volved simply supplying 
hay for other farms in the 
area. He and Cora contin-
ued to entertain summer 
visitors, although they 
closed down the big main 
building and confined their 
accommodations to a few 
outlying bungalows. 

Abe Deutsch was quiet 
and unassuming, and had 
an endless supply of sto-
ries about the old days 
which, with a twinkle in 
his eye, he would tell with-
out much encouragement. 
He loved to relate tales 
of the local gangster Jack 
Drucker and his ties to the 
mob, and about old farms 
and hotels, and he did so 
with a relish that made 
them truly entertaining.  

Cora Deutsch died in 
1990, and Abe died in 
1993. At his funeral, he 
was remembered as a de-
voted family man and a 
good neighbor, always 
quick to help out when-

ever needed. Rabbi Irving 
Goodman called him “the 
unofficial mayor of Hur-
leyville.” 

One of the couple’s chil-
dren survives, their son, 
Stan, who currently resides 

in California.
Abe Deutsch is one of 

Hurleyville’s many trea-
sures. Visit www.hur-
leyvilleny.com to read 
about more Hurleyville 
treasures.

LIKE A LION 
The ringing telephone 

woke me from a sound sleep. 
Even though I have been 
the local Constable in Hur-
leyville for nearly four years 
now, and middle of the night 
phone calls are fairly routine, 
they still unnerve me more 
than a little bit. I guess you 
could say they never bring 
good news.

I waited a few seconds try-
ing to slow my racing heart 
before picking up the receiver 
and saying hello.

“Bronco, it’s Jay Lass. Sor-
ry to wake you, but I’ve just 
been brought in on something 
I know you are going to want 
to be part of. Can you meet 
me at the train station?”

Jay Lass was a Sullivan 
County Deputy Sheriff, and 
a close friend. He was a good 
man, honest and forthright, 
never one to beat around the 
bush or pull any punches. He 
was typically a serious man, 
but sounded even more sol-
emn than usual.

“Yeah, I can meet you. Are 
you there now?”

“No, I’m leaving my house 
now. Meet you there in twen-
ty minutes?”

I knew Jay lived with his 
wife Tilly in a neat little home 
on Spring Street in Monticel-
lo, and knew twenty minutes 
was a realistic timeframe if 
he left immediately. I assured 
him I would meet him at the 
train station and hung up the 
phone. It was a little after four 

a.m.
I dressed hurriedly, and 

kissed my wife good-bye. I 
always kissed Irene before I 
left the house to go to work. It 
had become a ritual over the 
years, and I had no intention 
of ever deviating from it.

I fiddled with the cranky 
choke on my old Ford until 
it finally started, and let it run 
for a minute or two before 
shifting into gear. Even so, it 
was just eighteen minutes af-
ter I had hung up the phone 
that I parked beside Luzon 
Station, which would be dark 
for another hour at this time 
of year.

Hurleyville was typically 
quiet from Labor Day to 
Decoration Day. Then every-
thing changed, as thousands 
of summer visitors-- vaca-
tionists, the railroad called 
them—descended upon the 
tiny community, swelling its 
population beyond apprehen-
sion. And generally making 
my job unimaginably more 
complicated.

March was a different story. 
Little of consequence hap-
pened in Hurleyville during 
the off season, save for the 
usual automobile accidents 
and lately-- with the economy 
continuing to falter as what 
the newspapers of the day 
were just beginning to call 
“The Great Depression” en-
tered its fifth year-- more and 
more fires, many of which 
were of suspicious origin.

Barely a minute after I had 
parked by the station I saw 
the headlights of another car 
make the turn from Main 
Street onto Railroad Avenue, 
and it didn’t take but a sec-
ond for me to recognize Jay 
Lass’s old Chevy. He pulled 
up next to me, and I opened 
the passenger side door and 
folded my six-and-a-half foot 
frame in next to him. I had to 
slam the door twice to get it 
to latch.

“I thought Flynn was go-
ing to get you a new car,” I 
said even before we had ex-
changed greetings. 

“So I have been told.”
I realized from the tone of 

Jay’s voice that he wasn’t 
in the mood for banter, so I 

turned immediately to busi-
ness.

“So what’s up? Seems 
pretty serious from the way 
you’re acting.”

“Get your hat and your 
gloves and a flashlight. We’re 
going to walk a ways and I’ll 
fill you in as we go.”

“Okay…” I said and opened 
the car door to get out.

“Better bring your rifle,” 
Jay said.

He started walking east al-
most before I had joined him 
and I had to hurry to catch 
up. We followed the railroad 
tracks back toward Main 
Street, which was deserted 
this time of day, and contin-
ued. Jay was long and lanky, 
not nearly as tall as me, but 

much thinner and moved 
quickly and easily along the 
frozen ground. I had to work 
to keep pace.

“We’re heading to the 
Smith Cut,” he said. “Sher-
iff’s there now.”

“Really? What’s so fasci-
nating that has brought the 
sheriff out at this hour?”

“You know Walt,” Jay said 
matter of factly, referring to 
Sheriff Walter Flynn. “He 
likes to be present.”

“And just what is it that he 
is present for?”

“Someone came across a 
dead body just inside the cut. 
From what I’m told, it’s pret-
ty gruesome.”

“Hit by a train?”
“Don’t think so. Seems like 

something else. Maybe an 
animal attack.”

“What? An animal attack?”
“Bronco, you now know as 

much as I know.”
We continued the rest of 

the way in silence, the crunch 
of our boots on the frozen 
ground the only sound. The 
rock cut was about a quarter 
of a mile from the train sta-
tion, and it didn’t take us long 
to come within sight of danc-
ing lights and the sound of 
muted voices. A few seconds 
later, I could make out the 
voice of Sheriff Walter Flynn.

Flynn had been elected in 
November of 1932 and was 
about halfway through his 
three year term. Although the 
State legislature was work-
ing to change the law, county 
sheriffs in New York current-
ly could not succeed them-
selves, so Flynn would not 
be able to run for re-election 
when the office appeared on 
the ballot again in November 
of 1935. That was unfortu-
nate. I liked Flynn more than 
I had liked his predecessor, 
but I couldn’t help but think 
about how the short stint in 
the position influenced the 
way county sheriffs acted in 
their jobs.

Sheriff Flynn looked up as 
we approached.

“Glad Jay could get hold 
of you, Kelly,” he said as he 
walked our way. “I thought 
you might be able to help us 
out.”

Sheriff’s Deputy Jay Lass led the way on foot along the railroad tracks toward the rock cut, 
about a quarter of a mile from the train station.
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“I’ll try,” I mumbled, still 
not sure what was going on.

I shot a glance at Jay as 
Flynn motioned for us to fol-
low him, and he shrugged 
and fell in behind me. We 
walked about ten yards until 
we were just inside the rock 
cut, where a small group of 
men were huddled around a 
body on the side of the tracks.

“It’s not pretty,” Flynn 
said as we approached. “I’m 
no expert, but it looks to me 
like some kind of animal got 
him.”

We all shined our lights on 
the gathering of men on the 
ground and I immediately 
saw what Flynn was talk-
ing about. A small, slightly 
built man lay on his back, his 
clothes ragged and torn and 
his face slashed in several 
places. His torso appeared 
to be ripped open and dried 
blood was everywhere.

“We won’t know for sure 
until we get him over to Doc 
Breakey for an autopsy,” Fly-
nn said. “But you see what I 
mean?”

“Like you, Sheriff, I’m 
no expert either, but you’re 

right, it does look like an ani-
mal did this. Whether or not 
that’s what killed him, or if it 
came after, only the coroner 
will be able to tell us.”

“Looks like a cat did it,” 
Jay Lass said softly. “Or 
more like a lion.”

“I was thinking a mountain 
lion,” Flynn said.

“The only problem with 
that,” I interjected, “is that 
there hasn’t been a mountain 
lion around here in eighty 
years.”

It looks like Constable 
Bronco Kelly, whom you 
might remember from the 
story, Hit and Run, is en-
tangled in another mystery. 
Don’t miss Part II of Like a 
Lion in the April edition of 
The Hurleyville Sentinel. 
This is a work of fiction, and 
although some of the charac-
ters (Jay Lass, Walter Flynn, 
Doc Breakey) are actual peo-
ple from Sullivan County’s 
history, their personalities, 
characterizations and actions 
are purely the author’s specu-
lation.
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Abe Deutsch (right) and his siblings (left to right) Sally (Sar-
ah), Harold, Gussie, Eddie, and Mae (Mary).



FALLSBURG – The ad-
ministration at the Falls-
burg Central School Dis-
trict is proud to announce 
that Character Education 
Coordinator and Falls-
burg High School Alumna 
Lisa McAdoo has earned 
induction into the Clarion 
University Sports Hall of 
Fame. 

Ms. McAdoo will join 
four others in the Class of 
2018 at a ceremony at the 
Gemmell Center Multi-
Purpose Room at Payne 
Street and Wilson Avenue 
in Clarion, Pennsylvania 
on May 4, 2018 at 7 p.m.

The event is open to the 
public.

Ms. McAdoo, the Gold-
en Eagles first 1,000 point 
scorer in women’s bas-
ketball, was responsible 
for helping transform a 
losing women’s basket-
ball program into a cham-
pionship team during her 
days at Clarion from 1985 
– 1988. New head coach 
Doris Black recruited 
Ms. McAdoo from Falls-
burg high school after she 
earned team MVP honors 
there in 1984. 

Ms. McAdoo posted 

1,010 career points and 
629 rebounds at Clarion, 
both #1 in the program at 
the time she graduated. 
She also had 177 career 
steals. Following gradu-
ation she had a 25-1/2 
year work career with the 
Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons, retiring in February 
of 2016. She is currently 
Character Education Co-
ordinator in the Fallsburg 
Central School District, 
and is the founder and op-
erator of More Than Mu-
sic DJ Institute, LLC of 
Philadelphia. 

Ms. McAdoo is es-
pecially beloved by the 
Fallsburg girls and boys 
basketball teams and 
cheerleaders.  She is at 
games and practices men-
toring and hugging the 
young students. She is 
truly someone who gained 
much from her education 
at Fallsburg and Clarion, 
and she is grateful to be 
able to give back to the 
young people from the 
community of her child-
hood. Clarion has chosen 
well to acclaim her a Hall 
of Famer.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor
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GENERALS MEN REACH NUMBER 2 IN THE NATION
Consecutive Losses Drop Them to 7, Currently Number 4

LADY GENERALS END REGULAR SEASON 14 – 8

Fallsburg’s Lisa McAdoo 
Selected for Clarion 

University Sports Hall of Fame

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fallsburg graduate Lisa McAdoo has been selected to the 
Clarion (PA) University Sports hall of Fame.

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
Although within a mat-
ter of days in February the 
SUNY Sullivan men’s bas-
ketball team not only saw 
its 10 game winning streak 
snapped, but lost two con-
secutive games for the first 
time this year, the month 
ended up on a high note and 
produced some highlights 
that deserve mention.

Prior to dropping consec-
utive games in the middle 
of the month, the Generals 
winning streak had cata-
pulted them into a second 
place ranking in the NJCAA 
Division III poll of February 
14. The Generals had been 
ranked third in the previous 
week’s poll.

The winning streak came 
to a halt in heartbreaking 
fashion, as the Generals 
dropped an overtime 78-76 
decision at home to Divi-

sion II Westchester County 
Community College. The 
Generals then travelled to 
Selden, NY to take on con-
ference rival Suffolk, and 
ended up on the short end of 
a 81-59 score. By virtue of 
the impressive victory, Suf-
folk rose from number 7 to 
number 2 in the nation in the 
poll of February 21, swap-
ping places with Sullivan, 
which dropped from second 
to seventh in the same poll.

On another positive note, 
the winning streak had al-
ready prompted the Nation-
al Association of Basketball 
Coaches to name the Gener-
als their “Team of the Week” 
for the week of February 5 - 
11, making SUNY Sullivan 
the first DIII Junior College 
to ever earn the honor.

In explaining the decision, 
the NABC stated “Sullivan 
County won three games 
last week to extend its un-
beaten streak to 10 straight. 

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
The SUNY Sullivan Lady 
Generals won six games 
in the month of February 
while dropping three, leav-
ing them with a final regular 
season record of 14-8 on the 
year.

Ashley Salkey scored 
22 points and Ardella 
Brown added 20 as Sulli-
van downed homestanding 
Kingsborough Community 
College 76-44 on February 
10. The win was the Lady 
Generals’ second straight 
after seeing their 10 game 
winning streak snapped by 
UConn-Avery Point.

Sullivan returned home 
on February 13 to record a 
resounding 72-24 win over 
Westchester. Kristina Bar-
nett led the way with 15 
points off the bench, while 
Ashley Salkey scored 14, 
Essence Ross 13 and Jordan 
Washington 10 as reserves 
played most of the way.

Following a 90-40 loss 
to the visiting Avengers of 
Division I ASA College, the 
Lady Generals got back on 

PHOTO PROVIDED 
SUNY Sullivan forward 
Goree Venable is the team’s 
leading scorer.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
The 2017-2018 SUNY Sullivan women’s basketball team finished 
14-8 after losing five in a row to open the season.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Freshman Ardella Brown 
led the team in scoring, re-
bounding and assists.

The Generals picked up 
road victories over Kings-
borough CC, Dutchess CC 
and Orange CC, improving 
to 23-2 overall. Sullivan 
County has an average mar-
gin of victory of 18.3 points 
during its current winning 
streak.”

The NABC, based in Kan-
sas City, Missouri, has been 
in existence since 1927 and 
has continually worked to 
further the best interests 

track with a 81-49 win at 
home against Monroe Col-
lege of the Bronx. Ardella 
Brown accounted for 20 
points in the victory, while 
also hauling down 12 re-
bounds. Kristina Barnett 
added 19 points, Samantha 
Bellinger 12 and Ashley 
Salkey 11.

The Lady Generals closed 
out their regular season by 
travelling to the Bronx for 
a game against undefeated 
Region XV leader Hostos 
Community College and 
its 18 game winning streak.  
The Caimans, the nation’s 
number one team for much 
of the season, raced out to 
a 36-23 halftime lead and 
held on for an 83-66 vic-
tory despite 25 points and 
nine rebounds for Ardella 
Brown and 17 points from 

of the game of basketball 
as well as the players and 
coaches who participate 
in the sport. They are also 
behind the annual Coaches 
vs. Cancer events, in which 
SUNY Sullivan has regu-
larly participated.

The Generals rebound-
ed from their short losing 
streak by closing out the 
month with home court vic-
tories against Monroe Col-
lege of the Bronx and Hos-
tos Community College.

Goree Venable scored 16 
points and Jamari Lewis 
added 14 in the 66-61 win 
over Monroe.  Mr. Venable 
also grabbed 16 rebounds 
in the game. Two nights 
later, Mr. Lewis led the way 
with 25 points in a 77-71 
win over Hostos, with Mr. 
Venable contributing 13. 
Mr. Lewis’ game high to-
tal included 13 points from 
the free throw line in 16 at-

NJCAA Men’s Basketball Poll for 2-27-2018:
Rank College (1st Place Votes) State Record
1 Brookdale (8) NJ 28-0
2 Suffolk County NY 25-2
3 Mohawk Valley NY 24-3
4 Sullivan County NY 25-4
5 Joliet IL 26-6
6 Nassau NY 23-4
7 North Lake TX 20-11
8 Sandhills NC 27-5
9 Herkimer NY 22-5
10 Lorain County OH 23-5

tempts.
The two victories closed 

out the regular season for 
the Generals, who finished 
with a 25-4 overall record 
and ranked number 4 in the 
nation in the latest NJCAA 
Division III poll. 

On Thursday, March 15 
the best teams from across 
the country will converge 
on Paul Gerry Fieldhouse 
for 3 days of tournament 
play, concluding with a 
final match that will de-

termine the 2018 NJCAA 
Men’s Division III National 
Champion. The tournament, 
which SUNY Sullivan also 
hosted in 2016, returns after 
having been hosted last year 
in Rochester, Minnesota, as 
the winners of each of the 
DIII NJCAA districts face 
off. Last year, #5 seed North 
Lake College of Dallas, 
Texas, beat #2 Elgin Com-
munity College to claim the 
championship.

THREE GENERALS TRAVEL TO NATIONALS
Sullivan Wrestling Coach Anthony Ng Looks to the Future

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE – Re-
building a college sports pro-
gram from the ground up can 
be difficult and frustrating. Just 
ask SUNY Sullivan wrestling 
coach Anthony Ng.

Mr. Ng, a Monticello na-
tive who wrestled at Division I 
Buffalo and Boston University, 
took over the SUNY Sullivan 
program in August of 2016 and 
had high hopes for this year’s 
team after a successful recruit-
ing effort, but saw injuries and 
other setbacks take their toll. 
Despite that, Mr. Ng said re-
cently that his long range view 
of the program’s possibilities 
remains bright.

“It was a year of learning,” 
Mr. Ng said. “It didn’t match 
my expectations of success, 
but the program did take an-
other step forward nonethe-
less.”

Mr. Ng points out that three 
of his wrestlers, all freshmen 

he expects to return next year, 
qualified for the National Ju-
nior College championship 
tournament in Council Bluffs, 
Iowa at the end of February.

133-pounder Robert Satria-
no, a graduate of nearby Valley 
Central High School where he 
participated in the NYS Cham-
pionships last year, finished 
third in the Eastern District 1 
Qualifying tournament to qual-
ify for Nationals.

In Iowa, Mr. Satriano lost 
in his first round match to An-
thony Romero of Bergen Com-
munity College, and then was 

eliminated after losing in the 
second round of the consola-
tion bracket to Jordin James of 
Iowa Lakes.

East Ramapo, NY High 
School graduate Jhavon In-
nocent, competing in the 
184-pound class, also finished 
third at the Eastern qualifiers 
to qualify for the trip to Na-
tionals. In Iowa, Mr. Innocent 
dropped his first round match 
to Jeff Oakes of Western Wyo-
ming, the eventual eighth place 
finisher, but wrestled well in 
the consolation bracket, ad-
vancing to the third round be-

fore losing to Alex Kaufman of 
Northeastern Oklahoma A&M, 
who ended up the tournament 
in fifth place. 

Sullivan’s 285-pounder, Josh 
Jean-Baptiste, another East Ra-
mapo graduate, finished fourth 
at the Eastern qualifiers to earn 
his trip to Iowa, and advanced 
to the second round before los-
ing to Iowa Central’s Gunner 
Cash. Mr.  Jean-Baptiste even-
tually lost in the third round of 
the consolation bracket.

“I am looking forward to 
seeing these three freshmen 
improve through the summer 

and to come back strong next 
year,” Mr. Ng said following 
the tournament. “We’ve got 
some solid recruits for this 
coming year, so I am excited 
about the immediate future.”

Northeastern Oklahoma 
A&M won the 2018 national 
team championship, despite 
not crowning a single individ-
ual champ.PHOTO PROVIDED

Robert Satriano
PHOTO PROVIDED

Jhavon Innocent
PHOTO PROVIDED

Josh Jean-Baptiste

Ashley Salkey. The 
loss left Sullivan 
with a 14-8 record 
on the year.

The Lady Gener-
als finished the sea-
son second in Re-
gion XV in scoring 
offense and average 
scoring margin, 
while finishing atop 
the Region in scor-
ing defense, holding 
opponents to 43.6 
points per game.

I n d i v i d u a l l y , 
freshman Ardella 
Brown finished sec-
ond in the Region in 
both scoring and re-
bounding (in Region 
games only) and first in as-
sists. Ms. Brown averaged 
20.9 points per game in 
Regional competition. Ki-

era Parker was the team’s 
second leading scorer in 
Region XV games, at 10.6 
points per game.
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