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BASKETBALLSPRINGING FORWARD
by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE — Winter 
Storm Stella swallowed the 
streets of Hurleyville in a 
blanket of white, but at the 
end of the surprise late-sea-
son blizzard the hamlet was 
no worse for the wear.

Several locals said it was 
about time Hurleyville saw 
another proper snowstorm. 
It had been decades since 
the town had a blizzard like 
this one, which dumped 
about 30 inches of snow on 
the region in less than 24 
hours on March 14.

Evan Riley, a server at 
Frankie and Johnny’s, said 
he was overjoyed to see 
snow like he remembered 
from his childhood in Wo-
odridge. He used to dig 
snow forts in ditches along 
the country roads with his 
brother, Mr. Riley said, and 
this year’s blizzard brought 
back happy memories.

“My heart split with joy,” 
Mr. Riley said. “It was just 
nostalgic.”

As he went back to his 
duties after the restaurant 
reopened the day after the 
storm, Mr. Riley said he 
hoped the late-season storm 
would reinvigorate regional 
winter tourism. People have 
started to view ski season 
as over once March comes 
around, but Mr. Riley said 
he hoped some children 
were able to hit the slopes 
once the snow stopped. This 
kind of weather is supposed 
to be part of the region’s 
identity, Mr. Riley said.

“It’s not the magic of the 
Northeast without those lit-

tle squalls,” Mr. Riley said. 
“It’s what makes us tough-
er.”

While most residents 
huddled inside—rightly so, 
at the request of emergency 
services personnel—staff at 
The Center for Discovery 
worked even harder than 
usual. The work started in 
earnest the night before 
the storm, Vice President 
for Development Richard 
Humleker said. Direct care 
staff who knew they would 
be needed to take care of 
The Center’s physically and 
developmentally disabled 
residents made arrange-
ments to either stay the 
night at The Center or have 
transportation during the 
storm. Mr. Humleker was 
one of many executive staff 
who drove around the coun-
ty at the height of the storm 
to transport necessary staff 
members to their shifts. 

“The roads were terrible, 
but the vision was worse,” 
Mr. Humleker said. “It was 
like a whiteout.”

Originally from Minne-
sota, Mr. Humleker said 
he knows snowstorms, but 
Stella was the worst, as far 
as whiteout conditions, that 
he has seen in his 33 years 
of working at The Center for 
Discovery. But the situation 
had its upside—Mr. Hum-
leker said staff at The Cen-
ter know what they need to 
do, and no matter what the 
circumstances on March 14, 
no one complained.

“It’s those kind of cri-
ses when The Center really 
comes together,” Mr. Hum-
leker said. “The teamwork 
is pretty amazing.”

Staff from The Center 
were the only people Erin 
Gluck saw during her March 
14 shift at the Hurleyville 
Market. She watched people 
drive by and get stuck on 
the snowy roads, and a local 
donated a hot lunch that Ms. 
Gluck served to The Cen-
ter’s grounds staff that were 
busy clearing roads, parking 
lots and sidewalks.

“I thought it was nice to 

just be there for them and 
feed their hungry bellies,” 
Ms. Gluck said. 

Fallsburg supervisor 
Steve Vegliante said the 
town fared well under the 
circumstances. The high-
way department did an ex-
cellent job, with assistance 
from almost every other 
town department, Mr. Veg-
liante said.

“I am extremely proud of 
how well our departments 
worked together to get the 
roads cleared and keep them 
safe,” Mr. Vegliante said.

It was a similar story at 
SUNY Sullivan, where In-
terim President Jay Quain-
tance sung the praises of the 
college grounds staff. One 
county highway department 
truck flipped over on the 
college’s entrance loop after 
the driver lost sight of the 
road, but the campus stayed 
quiet and safe as students 
hunkered down to wait the 
storm out. Classes were 
cancelled for two days, with 
a delayed opening on the 
third day.

After shoveling all day 
throughout the storm, Hur-
leyville resident Lorraine 
Allen said winter is not quite 
as fun when a person is not 
young anymore. This was a 
unique storm, arriving after 
it seemed like spring was 
already here, but she is now 
ready for the next season.

“We’ll really appreciate 
spring when it comes,” Ms. 
Allen said.

For more storm coverage 
see additional photos else-
where in this edition.

HURLEYVILLE MOVES ON AFTER 
LATE-SEASON BLIZZARD

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL
Alvin Lopez clears sidewalks outside the Hurleyville Maker’s 
Lab on Tuesday, March 14, as a blizzard rolls through Sul-
livan County.
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by Amanda Loviza

FERNDALE — In a speech 
that described a “renaissance” 
in Sullivan County, District 6 
Legislator Luis Alvarez spe-
cifically named the hamlet of 
Hurleyville as a community 
that epitomizes the revitaliza-
tion of the tired Borscht Belt 
region.  

Mr. Alvarez, who serves as 
chairman of the county legis-
lature, gave the annual State 
of the County address in front 
of about 75 people at the Ca-
blevision building in Fern-
dale on March 16. His theme 
was “Let’s walk together,” as 
he talked about an economic 
comeback in the county.

Tourism brought in $26 mil-
lion in revenue last year, Mr. 
Alvarez said, and he believes 
it will be “stronger than ever” 
with upcoming projects like 
Montreign Resort Casino at 
Adelaar and Veria Wellness 
Center. Outdoor activity proj-
ects like the O&W Rail Trail 
and a bike path between Loch 
Sheldrake and Hurleyville will 
bring in outdoorsy visitors, 
Mr. Alvarez said, and provide 
fitness opportunities for resi-
dents as the county works to 

fight its low health ranking. 
Mr. Alvarez praised The 

Center for Discovery for its 
work on both projects, and 
SUNY Sullivan for its help 
with the bike path. The Center 
for Discovery has spearheaded 
tens of millions of dollars of 
investment into the county, 
Mr. Alvarez said, and it has 
helped transform the hamlet 
of Hurleyville into a creative, 

SUNY SULLIVAN NAMES NEW DEAN
DePew “Really Excited” About College’s Future

Chairman Says County is Moving Forward

by Amanda Loviza

LOCH SHELDRAKE — 
After a dramatic transition, 
SUNY Sullivan officials 
have named longtime ath-
letic director Chris DePew 
the college’s new permanent 
Dean of Student Develop-
ment Services.

Mr. DePew, who has 
worked at SUNY for 19 
years, was named the in-
terim dean last February as 
the college began its search 
to replace former dean Sara 
Thompson Tweedy. He en-
joyed the new challenge, but 
at the time thought he should 
remain with the athletic de-
partment. He did not pursue 
the permanent dean posi-
tion, and Sullivan hired John 
Agnelli to be the new dean 
of students. 

Mr. Agnelli had almost 
two decades of experience 
working at New York edu-
cational institutions, but he 
only lasted two months at 
SUNY Sullivan. Mr. Agnelli 
was issued a college credit 
card, and within weeks it 
was discovered that he had 
used the card for personal 
purchases, SUNY Sullivan 
Interim President Jay Quain-
tance said. At the time, Mr. 
Agnelli called the situation 
an accident and paid the 
money back, but allegedly 
continued to use the card for 
personal use. He racked up 
more than $9,000 in charges 
on the college’s account, ac-
cording to New York State 
Police, who were called in to 

handle the investigation. Mr. 
Agnelli was arrested March 
3, and was terminated later 
in the month when he did 
not show up for a meeting 
to review the results of SU-
NY’s internal investigation. 
Mr.  Quaintance said the 
college is now reviewing its 
hiring process and its credit 
card policy.

“We’re just very, very 
happy that we dealt with it 
quickly and effectively and 
we were able to protect the 
college’s assets,” Mr. Quain-
tance said.

SUNY Sullivan is “a little 
bit exhausted by this whole 
search process,” Mr. Quain-
tance said, but he is pleased 
that Mr. DePew decided this 
time around to accept the 
permanent dean of student 

development services posi-
tion. 

“I don’t know that I’ve 
ever worked with anybody 
who so believes in what he’s 
doing,” Mr. Quaintance said. 

Mr. Quaintance called Mr. 
DePew “amazing,” and said 
that although Mr. Agnelli’s 
arrest was a shock to the 
campus, Mr. DePew has a 
lot of support and the col-
lege is happy to turn over a 
new leaf.

“It’s been quite a ride,” Mr. 
DePew said of his 19 years 
at SUNY Sullivan. He began 
as a coordinator of athletic 
facilities, and worked his 
way up to athletic director 
in less than five years. He 
has coached several sports 
at the college, but he is most 
known for his 8-year tenure 

as head coach of the men’s 
basketball team.

“I’m just really excit-
ed about what the future 
brings,” he said.

Mr. DePew has been at 
SUNY Sullivan long enough 
to watch it thrive, and then 
decline, and now strive to 
reclaim its former glory. 
He believes the college has 
turned a corner, he said, and 
it’s now headed in the direc-
tion it needs to go. 

As dean of student devel-
opment services, Mr. De-
Pew said he wants to keep 
the college student-centered, 
and he is excited about the 
college’s efforts to connect 
students more with the sur-
rounding community. SUNY 
Sullivan wants to develop 
some of its 400-acre campus 
to include a public park and 
basketball courts, and it is 
working with The Center for 
Discovery to develop a bike 
path from the campus into 
Hurleyville to tie students 
into that community.

“I’m on the ground floor 
now of this new vision of 
growing our institution,” 
Mr. DePew said.

Mr. DePew isn’t quite 
ready to relinquish his ties 
to the athletic department, 
looking only for an assistant 
athletic director to help him 
rather than someone to com-
pletely replace his involve-
ment in the department, but 
he said he is looking for-
ward to his new role helping 
SUNY Sullivan become the 
best junior college it can be.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Chris DePew has been named permanent Dean of Student 
Development Services at SUNY Sullivan.

HURLEYVILLE, FALLSBURG 
HIGHLIGHTED IN SPEECH

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Sullivan County Legislature 
Chairman Luis Alvarez de-
livered the 2017 State of the 
County address on March 
16.

HEATHER VISITS…
SLEEPING BEAR WOODWORKS

by Heather Gibson

HURLEYVILLE — When 
world famous guitar maker 
Ervin Somogyi was asked 
about the difference between 
machine precision and hu-
man touch, he replied, “The 
factory way to eliminate hu-
man error and fluctuation is 
to eliminate, or at least limit 
as much as possible, the hu-
man. The handmaker’s way 
to eliminate human error is 
to increase skill and mindful-
ness.”  Leslie “Les” Witherel, 
master wood craftsman, has 
passed up a few lucrative op-
portunities to manufacture his 
woodwork on a larger scale. 
The invitation, while flatter-
ing, simply does not appeal to 
Les. He literally falls in love 
with a piece of wood. He sees 
what we don’t see. And then 
he whittles it away, with great 
respect to the grain, and cre-
ates a masterpiece. For him, 
there’s only one way to re-
spect this craft, and that is by 
doing it with his bare hands.

If Les’ hands could speak 
to us, they would tell us about 
the many snakes he picked 
up along the railroad tracks 
and how he threw them all in 
a bungalow next to his child-
hood home on Center Street. 
His hands would recall his 

very first wood project, and 
the 2 x 10 and hand saw he 
stole from his dad. He cut his 
thumb making that birdhouse 
which hung in a pine tree be-
hind Main Street for decades.  
His hands would be familiar 
with the making of the Kachi-
na doll, the corner shelf, roll 
top breadboxes, bowls, cut-
ting boards, rolling pins, furni-
ture, and most impressive his 
beautiful home; which took 
him three long sleepless years 
to build. 

Les’ “better half,” Bonnie 
Makofsky, beams with pride 
when she speaks of the suc-
cessful construction business 
he created, and how they 
came to form Sleeping Bear 

Woodworks. She’s also proud 
of how he fixed a washing 
machine with Harley David-
son parts.  Long before they 
began attending craft fairs to-
gether, Les and Bonnie were 
just two kids growing up in 
Hurleyville.  She recalls walk-
ing all the way to Fallsburg 
Track & Riding Academy as 
a girl. It was there that Les’ 
dad would allow her to ride 
horses. They lost touch when 
she attended college in Os-
wego. After school, she found 
herself exploring the world 
and taking on different jobs.  
She caught up with Les again 
when he was building an ad-
dition on her brother’s home. 
She’d go there, watch him 
work, prepare lunch and tea, 
and soon after their affection 
for one another grew.  

In 2008 Les designed a lot 
of rolling pins. His design was 
capturing people’s attention 
- the woman with arthritis in 
her hands or the seasoned pas-
try chef. Bonnie was actually 
using a pin while baking with 
her Mom, when the phone 
rang. It was Better Homes 
& Gardens saying that they 
wanted to feature Les’ pins 
in their upcoming Christmas 
cookie issue. That is the very 
moment when their “fifteen 
minutes of fame” began. They 

were featured in Paula Deen’s 
2009 Holiday Baking edi-
tion and then in 2010, Deen 
Brothers asked Les to make a 
pizza peel.  For many months 
this publicity kept them busy. 
Family illness and other life 
commitments, such as Bon-
nie’s career as a nurse, made 
it hard for them to fill orders.  
So, they were forced to slow 
down a bit.

Currently, Les has some 
pieces featured in the Hur-
leyville Market, and people 
still call him with special re-
quests. Recently, someone 
called him and said that she 
just lost her son, and was 
looking to see if he could 
create a handcrafted urn.  He 
knew right away that this was 
a special request. He remem-
bered a piece he created just 
two months prior. It was an 
acorn with a lid. At the time, 
he wasn’t sure what made him 
create this acorn. He showed 
it to her and she couldn’t be-
lieve her eyes. Apparently, the 
acorn is a significant symbol 
in her family history, and she 
thought it perfect.  Les re-
turned home pleased, “I did 
create that piece for someone 
special. I just didn’t know it 
until today.” 

Bonnie stated, “People are 
pleasantly surprised when 

they call us. They appreci-
ate the personal service, and 
they get to speak directly to 
the person who makes the 
product. I guess people don’t 
expect that anymore.” Some-
times someone will say a 
piece is expensive, but when 
you learn more about buying 
wood, and the labor and love 
that goes into it, you aren’t 
just getting a product, you are 
receiving an heirloom. Like 
a rolling pin! Think of all the 
memories you can create with 
your family while rolling out 
cookie dough!

Les is another “Old Hur-
leyville Boy.” He knows ev-
ery inch of our town. If you’re 
looking to sit down and remi-
nisce about time gone by, he’s 
your guy. I visited with Les for 
three hours and loved every 

minute of it. He says, “When 
things get bad, it’s time to go 
in the shop.” He taught me a 
thing or two about not letting a 
hobby get away from you. Do 
what you love, love what you 
do. Work with your hands. 
Look at a ledge of stone in the 
woods and see not just a rock, 
but a sleeping bear. Look at 
a piece of old firewood, and 
create a coffee table. Maybe 
you aren’t a woodworker, 
but there’s a craft inside you; 
something from childhood 
that you haven’t tended to in 
many decades. Get back to it. 
Because it’s amazing how it 
will give back to you!

You can contact Sleeping 
Bear Woodworks by e-mail-
ing Les@sleepingbearwood-
works.com or by calling 845-
434-3085.

PHOTO BY HEATHER GIBSON
A sampling of the many custom products crafted by Les 
Witherel of Sleeping Bear Woodworks.PHOTO BY HEATHER GIBSON

Les Witherel poses with two 
of his many custom wood-
working creations.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4



Page 2	 Hurleyville Sentinel, Hurleyville, N.Y.	 April 2017

Alli

PAGE 2 HURLEYVILLE SENTINEL, HURLEYVILLE, N.Y. DECEMBER 2016

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.
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Q: Are you experiencing spring fever? What do you love about 
spring?

“Springtime is a sign of 
life!  Leaves begin to bud, 
flowers start to bloom, the 
grass turns green and best 
of all, local businesses start 
to flourish again!  At Bum 
& Kel’s Tavern, in Loch 
Sheldrake, this is the time 
of year when we put into 
effect all those ‘little ideas’ 
that we thought of during 
the slower winter months!  
We are excited to open the 
back deck and start our Back 
Deck Grill Menu, which was 
so successful last summer!  
It is a busy and exciting time 
of the year!”

“I’m looking forward to 
spring activities.  My very 
favorite springtime activ-
ity is stepping out of my 
door in Hurleyville, with 
my camera, and going 
for a walk, either down 
Mongaup and Cemetery 
Road or all the way to the 
hunting camp, or on rails 
to trails.  There’s nothing 
nicer than watching nature 
unfold in springtime, espe-
cially since the bugs aren’t 
pesky yet.”

“I love spring and 
how all the pretty 

flowers bloom and 
all the animals start 
to come out again. 

Spring is my favor-
ite time of year.”

“I enjoy spring be-
cause the warmer 

weather is coming 
and flowers start to 
bloom. My family 

and friends usu-
ally start to have 

barbecues and get- 
togethers during 

the nicer weather. 
I look forward to 

that, as well.”

The members of Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First 

are ready for spring.  Flow-
ers have been ordered and 
work dates will be an-
nounced soon.  Volunteers 
will be needed to help get 
gardens, planters and barrels 
ready for planting and to lit-
ter pluck.  

Grants will be awarded 
at the Sullivan Renaissance 
Spring Forum on Thursday, 
April 20. 

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
has applied for a Mainte-
nance Program grant that 
will help support the care 
and growth of the group’s 
projects that significantly 
enhance the quality of life 
in Hurleyville. Visit www.
sullivanrenaissance.org for 
information on Sullivan Re-
naissance and the Spring Fo-
rum.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
meets on the third Thursday 
of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Hurleyville Firehouse. 
The meetings are open to ev-
eryone interested in the revi-
talization and beautification 
of Hurleyville.  

For more information 
about Hurleyville and 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First, 
please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com

The Sullivan County 
Museum and the Sullivan 
County Historical Society 
are looking for volunteers. 
The only requirements are 
an enthusiastic interest in 
genealogy and history. 

Exhibits at the museum in-
clude “A History of Sullivan 
County Farms” showcas-
ing farm artifacts and pho-
tographs donated by Fred 
Fries, “The Military Room,” 
honoring Sullivan County 
veterans from the Civil 
War through Desert Storm, 
“Early Sullivan County,” 
featuring authentic materi-
als that depict two centuries 
of life in Sullivan County, 
“The Borscht Belt,” chroni-
cling this unique era in the 
Catskills and the “Frederick 
A. Cook Gallery” displaying 
the most extensive public 
collection of artifacts from 
the expeditions of the pio-
neer American Polar explor-
er.  A prototype of the bagel 
making machine invented 
and patented by Hurleyville 
inventor Lebel Wichinsky 
is also on display at the mu-
seum.   

The Sullivan County His-
torical Society is accept-
ing donations of yearbooks 
from Sullivan County high 
schools and Sullivan County 
Community College. The 
yearbooks are a valuable 
source of information about 
folks from Sullivan County.  
Yearbooks from the Falls-
burg High School for the 
years before 1947 and for 
the years 1951, 1954, 1955, 

1957, 1958, 1965, 1968, 
1972, 1973, 1980, 1983, and 
for the years after 1987 are 
needed to complete the col-
lection.

The museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open on Sunday 
from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and from Tuesday to Satur-
day from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.

Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and the 
Sullivan County Museum.

Holy Thursday services 
will be held at the Hur-
leyville United Methodist 
Church on April 13 at 7:00 
p.m. The Monticello United 
Methodist Church (Hur-
leyville’s sister church) will 
hold Good Friday services 
on April 14 at 7:00 p.m. and 
Sunrise Services on Easter 
Sunday at 6:30 a.m. Easter 
Sunday services at the Hur-
leyville United Methodist 
Church begin at 9:00 a.m. 

The volunteers at the 
Bread of Life Food Pantry 
at the church have changed 
their system of giving.  Cli-
ents can now make their 
own choices as if they were 
shopping at the supermar-
ket. The new method has 
been warmly welcomed by 
the families the food pantry 
serves.  The food pantry is 
open each Thursday (except 
the first Thursday of each 
month) from 4:00 p.m. – 
6:00 p.m. The volunteers at 
the food pantry also provide 
free clothing for families in 
need on the last Thursday of 
each month.

Volunteers at the church 
host the Community Lunch 
Program. Upcoming dates 
will be announced on the 
church’s page on Facebook.

Young people are invited to 
join the Youth Group hosted 
by the church.  They can en-
joy a variety of activities in-
cluding board games, trivia, 
movie nights, arts and crafts. 
The group meets on Fridays 
at 7:00 p.m. and dates will be 
announced on the church’s 
page on Facebook.

A Bible study group is 
held at the church on every 
Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-

tion or if you can help with 
any of these activities.   

The Columbia Hill Neigh-
borhood Alliance (CHNA) 
will host the 3rd annual 
“What the Hill” Friend-Rais-
er Festival at the Hurleyville 
Fire House on Sunday, Au-
gust 27th at 11:00 a.m.  

The community celebra-
tion will provide information 
on environmental issues that 
responsible development de-
mands-- our water, our wells 
and wildlife.    

The festival will feature 
live entertainment, fun activ-
ities for kids of all ages and 
local artisans and vendors. 

The event is open to the 
public and admission is free.  
Refreshments will be avail-
able.

Parking will be available 
at the Firehouse at 166 Main 
Street in Hurleyville.

Spaces are available for 
vendors.  Environmental 
groups and community or-
ganizations are also invited 
to reserve a space.  Contact 
Donna, 845-800-5402, or 
MaryAnn, 845-798-5418, 
for more information or to 
reserve a space.  

CHNA volunteers are ded-
icated to the preservation of 
the very special rural com-
munity character of Thomp-
son and Fallsburg, protec-
tion of the natural resource 
base and encouragement of 
smart growth.   High den-
sity, multi-family projects 
are not suitable for our cur-
rent land capacity or for the 
future of the Catskill region. 
We can develop responsibly 
and protect our environment 
only when we insure our 
community infrastructure is 
balanced and sustainable.

Visit CHNA at www.co-
lumbiahill.org or on Face-
book for more information.

The Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance volunteers are 
dedicated to the preservation of the very special rural com-
munity character of Thompson and Fallsburg.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”

THE HURLEYVILLE
SENTINEL.

Covering Main Street and Beyond
243 Main Street

Hurleyville, NY 12747
845-707-6000

hurleysent@hotmail.com

Editor-in-Chief ………………………………………………… John Conway

Sports Editor ……………………………………………..... Angelee Santillo

Photo Editor …………………………………………………... J. James Wall

Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.

Is it spring yet?  Just saw 
two young groundhogs 

come venturing tentatively 
out, then scurry back into 
their burrow.  Maybe not 
yet.

Ventured up to the High 
Falls Café between snow 
falls for their open mic on 
March 9th.  Well worth the 
trip!  I’m used to seeing 
well attended open mics, 
but I have to say the Café 
was packed with people 
who come there for the food 
AND to hear the perform-
ers. Got a chance to see a 
wide variety of music from 
musicians Burt Bode, Blair 
Shepard, Deb Martin, Lau-
ren Tully, Guy Cooper and 
Kevin O’Connell and, of 
course, the gentleman who 
keeps it all moving, Jeff En-
tin.  

You can occasionally 
catch Jeff Entin, Bob Blum 
and Larry Balestra (The Ac-
quaintances) at the Pickled 
Owl in Hurleyville. Visit 
http://the-acquaintances.
com for future dates in this 
area, Pennsylvania and 
Massachusetts.

Speaking of open mics, a 
big shout out to Laura Ga-
rone for the fantastic live 
video from Dutch’s on Mon-
day nights on Facebook.

Our own Debbie (Dal-
las) Fisher, in addition to 
Twitter (@DFishPalm) and 
a YouTube channel (Debo-
rah Anne Fisher) now has 
a website www.deboraha-
fisher.com. where one can 
see her live performance 

of her original “On The 
Rio Grande,” at the Rio 
Grande border in 2016 for 
the “Hugs Not Walls” event.  
This was a great humanitar-
ian event and it’s sad that 
the need that spawned it still 
exists today.  Debbie will 
be at the Bashakill Vine-
yards in Wurtsboro on April 
16, kicking off a very busy 
schedule for her.

Some really fun music is 
coming up at the Pickled 
Owl this month. The Rapid 
River Boys (April 8) have 
always provided a good foot 
stomping version of “folk” 
music.  Rare Form (April 
15) is a great husband/wife 
duo that kept me laughing 
with them on New Year’s 
Eve.  The five piece Moon-
shine Creek does some ex-
cellent Bluegrass, and who 
doesn’t like excellent Blue-
grass.  And Gabe Rickard 
(April 29), is in a league all 
his own.  Kudos to the Pick-
led Owl for providing some 
of the very best to Hur-
leyville.

And a belated Happy 
Birthday to friend, radio 
personality, and all around 
good guy Kevin McDaniel.

For April
Fridays 
Every Friday:  Sorrella: Al 

DeFino and Larry Ravdin, 
Jazz standards to dine by, 
6pm-9, 3562 State Rte 55, 
Kauneonga Lake

Saturdays
April 1:  Open Mic/Home 

Grown: Host Kevin Mc-
Daniel  WJFF 90.5FM, 12-1 

p.m.
The Pickled Owl:  6 p.m. 

start, 218 Main St, Hur-
leyville

April 8:   Rapid River 
Boys (organic Folk)

April 15: Rare Form 
(Bluegrass, Reggae, Irish, 
Folk duo)

April 22: Moonshine 
Creek (Bluegrass)

April 29: Gabe Rick-
ard (solo acoustic) 
Every Saturday: Sorrella: Al 
DeFino and Llarry Ravdin, 
Jazz standards to dine by, 6 
p.m.-9 p.m., 3562 State Rte 
55, Kauneonga Lake 

Sunday, April 16: D. Fish-
er Blues At The Bashakill, 
2 p.m. -6 p.m., Bashakill 
Vineyards, Wurtsboro

Every Sunday: 
Music Where You Least 

Expect it: 11a.m.–1:30ish, 
DeFillipis Bakery, 506 
Broadway, Monticello 
The Dancing Cat Saloon:  
#SHINEON, Jazz Brunch, 
11-2, 2037 State Rte 17B, 
Bethel

Mondays
Every Monday: Dutch’s 

Open Mic, 7 p.m., 205 Rock 
Hill Dr., Rock Hill

Tuesdays
April 11 & April 25:  An-

other Odd Tuesday with The 
Greater Sullivan Search and 
Rescue Orchestra, 6 p.m.  -9 
p.m., The Brew, 280 Rock 
Hill Dr., Rock Hill

Thursday
April 6:  Open Mic at the 

High Falls Café, 12 Stone 
Dock Rd., High Falls

Until next time….

As spring slowly unfurls 
around us, we too come alive. 
It is a beautiful time of year 
with daily changes to observe, 
but if you are a gardener it’s 
easy to be overwhelmed by all 
the outdoor tasks that need do-
ing at once.  If you are like me 
and have cabin fever, you’ve 
already been outdoors cleaning 
up from winter’s storms and 
getting ready for spring plant-
ing! In an effort to help you 
streamline your garden to-do 
list, let’s go through what you 
can do as winter’s snow re-
cedes:

• PLANNING. By now 
you probably have your 
seeds ordered, are growing 
seedlings in a warm sunny 
spot and have your dream 
garden planned. No doubt 
your online and garden 
center shopping lists are 
made and you are ready 
to start another gardening 
year! 
• CLEANING UP. If you 
haven’t cleaned up beds 
from last year’s plantings, 
it’s time. Cut back peren-
nials, pull annuals and put 
plant debris on a new com-
post pile, rake the beds 
out gently and let Spring 
sunshine do its work dry-
ing the soil before you do 
more. Cleaning and oiling 
your tools is also a produc-
tive rainy day activity.
• SOIL AMENDMENTS.  
As soil warms up and is 
workable you will want 
to incorporate organic ma-
terials to your veggie and 
perennial beds to build soil 
tilth for the new growing 

season. Last year’s com-
post might be ready to use, 
or purchase bags of quality 
compost or manure.  
• DON’T RUSH. Our av-
erage first frost-free date is 
May 15th. Remember the 
only bedding plants to go 
out early should be pan-
sies. Vegetables that can 
tolerate cool temperatures 
are spinach, lettuce, peas, 

kale, Asian greens, beets, 
parsnips, carrots, turnips, 
and radishes. Be patient 
with all the rest. 
• KEEP TRACK. Use la-
bels to mark your plant-
ings so you don’t forget 
what is growing where!

More than anything enjoy 
the spring sunshine, longer 
days and getting your hands 
dirty again!

REAWAKENING OUR SENSES IN SPRING

Julie Morman Bowers

Lorraine Allen

Ally Halcomb

Kelliann Hoey

FROM THE FARM

by Eve Springwood Minson

The Frederick A. Cook Gallery at the Sullivan County Histori-
cal Society’s Museum in Hurleyville is dedicated to the life of 
the famed polar explorer.
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FALLSBURG WIZARD OF OZ MAKES AUDIENCE GASP

Gibson Among Those
Honored By UDC

College and The Center to 
Partner

by Amanda Loviza

LOCH SHELDRAKE — 
SUNY Sullivan announced 
Wednesday, March 29, that 
it has joined the ranks of 
just three other colleges in 
the state granted a license to 
grow and research industrial 
hemp.

SUNY Sullivan will be 
partnering with The Center 
for Discovery, which has a 
certified organic and bio-
dynamic farm operation, to 
grow the hemp plants and 
research certain medicinal 
properties. Unlike the psy-
choactive compound THC 
found in marijuana, hemp 
contains cannabidiol (CBD), 
a non-psychoactive com-
pound that can be processed 

as an oil and administered 
for medical purposes. SUNY 
Sullivan will be researching 
key properties of the canna-
bidiol, as well as the effects 
of certain growing practices 
on the hemp plants, a press 
release said. 

Interim President Jay 
Quaintance said in a state-
ment that SUNY Sullivan is 
thrilled to partner with The 
Center for Discovery and 
provide students opportu-
nities to do innovative re-
search. He thanked Gov. An-
drew Cuomo and the state 
legislature for their support 
of the Industrial Hemp Ag-
ricultural Pilot Program, 
which allows institutions of 
higher education to partner 
with farms to research hemp.

NARROWSBURG – Re-
tired Congressman Chris 
Gibson is among those rec-
ognized this year by the Up-
per Delaware Council, Inc. 
(UDC) for enhancing the 
quality of life or protecting 
the resources of the Upper 
Delaware River Valley at its 
29th Annual Awards Cer-
emony on Sunday, April 23.

U.S. Congressman John 
J. Faso, who succeeded 
Gibson in representing 
New York’s 19th  District, 
will deliver the keynote ad-
dress at 5 p.m. prior to the 
presentation of awards.

The honorees include:
Distinguished Service 

Award – Ed Wesely of Da-
mascus, PA, for his Upper 
Delaware River Valley con-
tributions as a naturalist, 
educator, conservationist, 
and preservationist.

Robin M. Daniels Me-
morial Lifesaving Award 
–  Michael K. Smith  of 
Point Pleasant, New Jersey, 
for his rescue of a drowning 
swimmer at Skinners Falls.

Public Service Award 
–  Chris Gibson  of Kinder-
hook, retired Member of 
Congress, for exemplary 
support of the Delaware 
River Basin during his 
2010-2016 tenure in the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives.

Community Service 
Award (organization) 
–  Pennsylvania Environ-
mental Council Northeast 
Office,  for coordinating 
the locally beneficial Com-
munity Illegal Dumpsite 
Clean-up Program.

Community Service 
Award (individual) –  Van-
essa DeGori  of the Milan-
ville General Store, Milan-
ville, PA, for her successful 
petition drive to re-open the 
1901 Skinners Falls, NY-
Milanville, PA Bridge fol-
lowing emergency repairs 
and offering charitable aid 
to those in need.

Recreation Achievement 
Award –  Operation Safe 
River, coordinated by the 
Lackawaxen Township Fire 
Commission, for imple-
menting a comprehensive 
safety markers program for 
the Lackawaxen River.

Partnership Award – Deb-
ra Conway, Dorene Warner, 
the Town of Highland, and 
Upper Delaware Scenic 
Byway, Inc., for producing 
the “Revitalizing the Mon-
arch Butterfly” brochure 
and starting an awareness-
raising campaign about 
threatened pollinator spe-

cies.
Cultural Achievement 

Award (individual) – Elaine 
Giguere  of the Delaware 
Valley Arts Alliance based 
in Narrowsburg, for found-
ing the organization in 1976 
and nurturing it in her role 
as executive director from 
1978 to her pending retire-
ment on June 30, 2017.

Cultural Achievement 
Award (organization) 
–  Wayne County Histori-
cal Society, based in Hon-
esdale, PA,  celebrating its 
100th  anniversary of his-
torical preservation and 
promotion in 2017.

Volunteer Award –  Scott 
Rando  of Shohola, PA for 
offering his services as 
an Upper Delaware River 
Valley field volunteer for 
the National Park Service 
and other natural resource 
agencies, and his talents as 
a nature photographer and 
columnist.

Special Recognition 
Award –  Grace Johansen 
(posthumously), LouAnn 
Joyce, Lauren Schlagen-
haft, and Tina Spangler for 
authoring the 2016 local 
history book, “Tusten’s 
Colorful History: A Dela-
ware River Town Comes of 
Age”.

Special Recognition 
Award –  Connie Lloyd  of 
Beach Lake, PA, for three 
decades of contributions as 
an Interpretive Ranger for 
the National Park Service.

Oaken Gavel Award 
– Fred Peckham, represen-
tative of the Town of Han-
cock, for his leadership and 
service as UDC chairperson 
in 2016.

Reservations at $27 per 
person are due by April 14 
for the banquet that will 
take place at Central House 
Family Resort in Beach 
Lake, PA.  A downloadable 
reservation form is avail-
able at  www.upperdela-
warecouncil.org  or contact 
the UDC at (845) 252-
3022 or   info@upperdela-
warecouncil.org.

by Amanda Loviza

FALLSBURG — A 
“delightful” produc-

tion of The Wizard of 
Oz by the Fallsburg Ju-
nior/Senior High School 
Drama Club drew rave 
reviews after its March 
24-25 run.

Larry Schafman said he 
saw his first high school 
production of the show 
when he was 6 years old, 
and almost 70 years lat-
er, he was enthralled all 
over again. Mr. Schafman 
praised the professional-

ism of the entire ensem-
ble, from set design and 
choreography to acting 
and music.

“Every singing voice 
was clear and pleasing to 
the ear—not just one or 
two of the lead roles, but 
every single actor on the 
stage that evening,” Mr. 
Schafman wrote in his re-
view.

The play starred Grace 
Strauss, Isabel Morales, 
Olav Peterson Lange-
land, Jasmine Johnson, 
Brendan Hooks, Mekayla 
Perneszi, Roberto Mat-

amoros, Camron Batres, 
Adem Crnovrsanin and 
Kailan Odell Schreier. 
The backstage crew in-
cluded Stage Director 
Tobi Magnetico, Sound 
Designer and Technical 
Director Jim Schmidt, 
Stage Manager Sarah 
Ungerleider, Makeup De-
signer Pam Garritt, Mu-
sic Director Liz Toledo, 
costume designers Janet 
Kaplan and Pam House, 
assistant stage manag-
ers Rebecca Budrock and 
Jaclyn Hatt, and Lighting 
Designer Amanni Sitz.

One animatronic feature 
of the play brought gasps 
from the audience — and 
it was made right on Main 
Street in Hurelyville. As 
the wizard, Adem Crnovr-
sanin operated a gigantic 
head with glowing red 
eyes and a long white 
beard. Fallsburg science 
teacher Don Thomas 
worked with Mark Mc-
Namara, the director of 
the Hurleyville Maker’s 
Lab, to design the prop. 
Mr. Thomas scanned Mr. 
Crnovrsanin’s own head 
with the maker’s lab’s 
body scanner, cut lay-

ers of cardboard with the 
lab’s laser cutter and as-
sembled the pieces. The 
process of designing and 
assembling took about 
20 hours total, but Mr. 
Thomas said it was well 
worth it to witness the au-
dience’s gasps. 

“The audience defi-
nitely had the reaction 
we were going for,” Mr. 
Thomas said.

The lighting crew did a 
great job, and the overall 
impression was a truly 
scary wizard, Mr. Thomas 
said. It was a great experi-
ence to work at the mak-
er’s lab, and Mr. Thomas 
said he expects many 
more school projects to 
be completed there in the 
future.

It was clear how much 
love and devotion went 
into the entire production 
of The Wizard of Oz, Mr. 
Schafman said.

“Rarely does a play or 
musical come together so 
perfectly to transfix and 
entertain an audience for a 
couple of magical hours,” 
Mr. Schafman wrote, 
thanking the drama club 
for a “fabulous guided 

tour over the rainbow.  We 
are never too young or too 

old to enjoy the journey to 
the Land of Oz.”

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Fallsburg high school teacher Don Thomas poses with the 
Wizard of Oz head he made using the Hurleyville Maker’s 
Lab body scanner and laser cutter for student Adem Crnovr-
sanin for the school production of The Wizard of Oz. 

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Dorothy, played by Grace Strauss, greets the Tin Man, played 
by Brendan Hooks, and the Scarecrow, played by Jasmine 
Johnson, during Fallsburg Junior/Senior High School’s re-
cent production of The Wizard of Oz.

PHOTO BY GABRIELA ALMONTE
Benjamin Cosor Elementary School sixth grader Allison Per-
na’s drawing of pencils forming an animal, on display at the 
Sullivan County Museum. 

Student Artwork
Inspires

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

HURLEYVILLE — The 
Sullivan County Museum 
displayed artwork made by 
Sullivan County elementa-
ry students throughout the 
month of March.

The art exhibition was 
great. Liberty Middle 
School student Janessa De-
groat, 12, was one of the 
artists. She drew a picture 

of a cave man hunting. I 
asked her, “what do you 
love about the artwork,” 
and she said, “I express 
myself through it.”

The art exhibit left me 
feeling inspired. Art was 
made from aluminum foil, 
cardboard, ceramic, stuff-
ing, water colors, paints, 
feathers and chalk. They 
were awesome. All were 
different and very colorful. 
I really liked the exhibition 
because I got to see some 
other art made by other 
kids. It is cool knowing I 
can see children’s art five 
minutes from my house. I 
was eager to attend the art 
exhibit because I am study-
ing some of the same sub-
jects.

PHOTO BY GABRIELA ALMONTE
At left: Elementary stu-
dents’ artwork exhibited in 
the Sullivan County Muse-
um during March was made 
from cardboard, ceramic, 
and a variety of other ma-
terials. 

Gallery Exhibit Highlights Artist in Residence
by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE — 
Sound artist Terry 

Dame entertained and 
astonished visitors to 
Gallery 222 on Main 
Street during an exhibit 
on Saturday, March 25.

Ms. Dame (seen in 
black hat and jacket in 
accompanying photo) 
has been the artist in res-
idence at the Hurleyville 
Maker’s Lab since the 
beginning of February. 
Ms. Dame bills herself 
as a “composer, multi-
instrumentalist, instru-
ment builder, circuit 
bender and educator.” 
She is trained in clas-
sic instruments like the 
trumpet, piano and saxo-

phone, and she also uses 
her engineering back-
ground to recycle found 
objects and turn them 
into unconventional in-
struments. Ms. Dame 
displayed some of these 
instruments at Gallery 
222, where dozens of 
community members 
had the opportunity to 
observe and participate 
in her musical magic.

One instrument was 
made of aerosol cans 
that, when touched with 
bare skin, played re-
corded sounds like water 
dripping or a horn blow-
ing. Another instrument 
used graphite from pen-
cils to produce sound—
people drew on the 
walls, and the graphite 

served as a conductor to 
wires in the instrument.

“People were blown 
away,” said Peter Dol-
lard, Chief of Design at 
the Maker’s Lab. “It was 
extraordinary.”

It got loud, but it was 
a fun and joyful day, Mr. 
Dollard said.

Ms. Dame is the fifth 
artist in residence at the 
Maker’s Lab since the 
program launched in 
September. The vision 
of the program, Mr. Dol-
lard said, is for artists 
to come to the unique 
space of the Hurleyville 
Maker’s Lab, and be 
able to use its resources 
to learn new skills and 
talents.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Chris Gibson

Faso to Deliver Keynote April 23
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire 
Department is always 
looking for help, to fight 
fire or support those that 
do. We even supply all of 
the gear and provide all 
of the training needed, for 
free.  Stop by any Mon-
day night and find out 
how you can help.

It is spring; the calen-
dar says so. There might 
be some snow on the 
ground or there could 
be dry brown lawns and 
woods when you are read-
ing this.

When the snow does 
finally leave in the spring 
the transition of brown 
landscape to green takes 
a few weeks. It is this 
time frame that is most 
worrisome to firefighters: 
“Brush Fire Season.”

In most years the snow 
melts, we go through a 
week or so of mud season, 
the then from mid-April 
to mid-May the dreaded 
“Brush Fire Season.”

It has become so bad 
that the State now has a 
”Burn Law” that includes 
a Burn Ban from March 
16 thru May 14. There is 
NO OPEN BURNING. 
What does that mean? It 
means you cannot burn 
your yard debris that 
you have cleaned up off 
of your lawn and around 
your property.

I have seen this many 
times. The first nice Sat-
urday in the spring you 
get up, have your cof-
fee, and go out and rake 
up the winter off of your 
lawn. Clean all the fallen 
branches and add them 
to your pile. Most likely 
this takes all morning, so 
you go in for lunch. After 
lunch you come out with 

a beverage and a match. 
All is going well and 
then! Then the wind picks 
up and blows that little 
glowing ember onto your 
dry lawn or into the near-
by woods. Everything is 
so dry and it takes off, we 
have a brush fire.

With the weather pat-
terns the last couple of 
years we have even had 
brush fires in February.

There were already 
a number of brush fires 
this year before our  “big 
snow.”

Also under the “Burn 
Law” you cannot have a 
burn barrel. The reason 
for this is that many peo-
ple were burning garbage 
and polluting the air and 
starting brush fires.

The use of the burn bar-
rel is also a springtime rit-
ual. All of the papers that 
you should have recycled 
though out the winter are 
now thrown onto the burn 
barrel and lit. Again, all is 
fine until the wind carries 
that one piece of burning 
paper onto the lawn or 
into the woods.             

Already this year the 
use of a burn barrel almost 
burned down a neighbor’s 
house.

In our area we have 
fast moving surface fires 
fueled by dry grasses and 
underbrush. Before you 
know it, there is a large 
scale fire that now endan-
gers your home and your 
neighbor’s property, if 
not the whole neighbor-
hood. Now a multitude of 
fire departments must be 
called in to fight it.

Fortunately we do not 
have the large scale forest 
fires like they do in the 
West.

Because of the dry 
conditions and drought 
conditions in the area 
the last few years, there 
were a few large scale 
brush/forest fires in Ul-
ster County in the Sha-
wangunk Mountains. The 
underbrush, scrub pine 
and matted forest surface 
(duff) burn differently 
than our surface fires. 
These fires burn into the 
duff, and also burn on the 
surface. I was deployed 
to a number of these fires. 
Manpower (most of it 
volunteers) was needed 
for five to seven days for 
most of them. With all of 
that manpower you need 
to be concerned about 
their safety and you need 
to feed them. 

Sometimes one of the 
biggest problems is the 
logistics of feeding hun-

dreds of firefighters on 
the fireline and keeping 
them hydrated. Gas, oil 
and repairs for chainsaws 
and other equipment is 
also a major headache.

Who pays for all of this 
that started out as some-
one burning papers in a 
burn barrel?

So PLEASE give us a 
break. NO OPEN BURN-
ING during the BURN 
BAN, or if it is still very 
dry, and especially if it 
has not greened up yet.

Plan ahead for this 
year’s 7th Annual Bill 
Carlson Golf Classic on 
Saturday, May 20th at the 
Tarry Brae Golf course 
with a shotgun start at 
1:30. More in the next is-
sue but you can get infor-
mation about this event 
by calling John Jaycox at 
(845) 866-6431.

APRIL 9, 1937
Jury Acquits Woman on 

Larceny Charge
Mrs. Madeline Great, twen-

ty-eight, was acquitted of 
grand larceny on Tuesday by 
a Supreme Court jury before 
Justice Sydney F. Foster in 
the first criminal case heard in 
Supreme Court at Monticello 
in five years. The jury deliber-
ated less than two hours.

Mrs. Great had been indicted 
for theft of $500 in bills from 
the luggage of a fellow room-
er at a Mongaup Valley bun-
galow in the summer of 1934. 
Mrs. Great was represented 
by attorney Ellsworth Baker 
of Hurleyville.

First Public Affair Held in 
New Sheldrake Bar & Grill

Enthusiastic approval of the 
newly opened Sheldrake Bar 
and Grill was expressed by 
the crowd of Loch Sheldrake 
firemen and their wives at the 
first public social gathering 
held there on Tuesday eve-
ning.

 A regular firemen’s meeting 
was held in one of the lodge 
rooms on the second floor 
of the large new log cabin 
type building during the ear-
lier part of the evening while 
the feminine members of the 
party enjoyed card games in 
the downstairs dining room. 
After the meeting, the crowd 
enjoyed bingo, followed by 
the serving of refreshments. 
Prizes were won by Mr. and 
Mrs. Max Berman, Mrs. 

John Bullock, Mrs. Wm. Mc-
Carthy, Clifford Moore, Leo 
Mentnech, Ernest Porter, Ike 
Fraley, Joe Sabinsky, and Phil 
Miller.

APRIL 23, 1937
Jury Indicts Ross for 

First Degree Murder After 
Arrest in Mtdale

A claw hammer with a strand 
of hair held fast with blood 
clinched a first degree mur-
der indictment on Wednesday 
against Mischa Ross, Broad-
way booking agent who was 
taken into custody at the home 
of his father-in-law, Nathan 
Nesselowitz, at Mountaindale 
by Sullivan County authori-

ties early Monday morning 
as the man who had followed 
Tania Lubova, twenty-five, 
night club violinist, into the 
sound proof studio in which 
she was beaten to death with 
a hammer. Identification was 
made by an elevator opera-
tor in the studio building at 
Times Square, New York, 
in which the girl’s body was 
discovered Sunday. The ham-
mer was positively identified 
as one that disappeared from a 
hotel room which the suspect 
had used an hour before the 
murder.

Slander Suit Defendant 
Gets Particulars Order
Judge Sydney F. Foster has 

granted the application of Mrs. 
Rachel Penski of Hurleyville 
for a bill of particulars from 
Dr. Harry Jacobs, Hurleyville 
physician, who has begun a 
$25,000 slander action against 
Mrs. Penski for alleged de-
famatory remarks made in 
Hebrew in March, 1935 at the 
Hotel Sunset in Hurleyville.

The motion for the bill of 
particulars, filed by Mrs. Pen-
ski’s son, Samuel, an attorney, 
sought information as to the 
time of the alleged slander, 
and the names of the witnesses 
reputed to have heard the re-

marks. Justice Foster denied 
a motion to dismiss the com-
plaint.

Town of Fallsburgh 
Established 111 Years

This month marks the 111th 
anniversary of the Town of 
Fallsburgh, according to time-
yellowed records on file in the 
offices of Town Clerk Mor-
timer Michaels.

The Town of Fallsburgh 
was first established on Tues-
day, April 4, 1826 at the 
first town meeting, held in a 
school house near Neversink 
Flats. An act had been passed 
the previous week to erect a 
new township from parts of 
the Towns of Thompson and 
Neversink.

At their first meeting, the 
few citizens present elected 
their entire board without 
dissension. Herman Harden-
burgh was chosen Supervisor; 
Rachel Reading, Town Clerk; 
James Brown, John Craw-
ford, and Cornelius Eller, As-
sessors; Harvey Ludington, 
Henry Misner, and John Eller, 
Commissioners of High-
way; Elmarter Starr, Thomas 
Lawrence, and James Hill, 
Commissioners of Common 
Schools.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

by Kelly Wells and Amanda Letohic

¿Habla español? Vous 
parlez français? Parla italia-
no? Sprechen sie deutsch?

Do you have the urge 
to learn a new language or 
brush up on one that you 
haven’t used in a while? 

If so, the library can 
help! Through the efforts 
of the Ramapo Catskill Li-
brary System (RCLS) you 
can gain access to Rosetta 
Stone’s Language Learning 
online software program 
for FREE with your Falls-
burg Library card. To gain 
access to Rosetta Stone, 
just visit the Fallsburg Li-
brary website, www.falls-
burglibrary.org, click on the 
“Research” tab, then click 
on “Databases,” then click 
on “Languages.” From 
there you can access Roset-
ta Stone; you will just need 
your Fallsburg Library card 
number. 

RCLS has made it pos-
sible for Fallsburg Library 
patrons to access several 
other electronic databases, 
as well, which can help 
young kids and adults in 
their research efforts. Does 
your child(ren) have a proj-
ect for school? They can 
access Britannica Library 
with a Fallsburg Library 
card number. Interested 
in American History? Ac-
cess thousands of primary 
source documents through 
Annals of American Histo-
ry. Check out the genealog-
ical resources or the job and 

career resources that are 
available with the click of 
a button and your Fallsburg 
Library card! All of these 
and more can be explored 
by clicking on “Databases” 
under the “Research” tab on 
our website. 

If you’re interested in 
finding out more, or if you 
need help accessing any of 
these databases, just give 
us a call, 845-436-6067,or 
stop in and visit us!

While you’re at it, check 
out these great programs 
coming up during the 
month of April! 

Our Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt will be on Monday 
April 10 at 6 p.m.  All ages 
are welcomed at this event. 
When you’re done hunting, 
stay and use the eggs you 
collected to make an Easter 
wreath! On Thursday April 

6 at 7 p.m., ladies ages 18 
and over can come in and 
make a washcloth bunny. 
April 12 at 7 p.m. bring the 
family and make an Eas-
ter Tree with plastic Eas-
ter eggs. Our popular kid’s 
night will be on Thursday 
April 20 at 6 p.m. and we’ll 
be making all different 

variations of Rice Krispies 
treats. Also keep in mind 
that every month our Chil-
dren’s Craft Night is on 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m., and 
our Preschool Story Hour is 
on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. and 
6 p.m. Call or stop in to find 
out what the crafts and sto-
ries are for each week. 

FROM PAGE 1
vibrant, and inclusive commu-
nity.

“If you get a chance, those 
of you who haven’t seen it, 
take a moment and look what 
Hurleyville looks like today 
and the amount of work that’s 
been done there,” he said, 
also complimenting the Hur-
leyville Arts Centre. “They’ve 
done a great job, great work 
there.”

Economically, the county 
will focus on “shovel-ready” 
sites for business develop-
ment, Mr. Alvarez said, and 
use its newly formed land 
bank to revitalize and rede-
velop derelict properties. New 
industries like the Metallized 
Carbon Corporation factory 
in the Town of Fallsburg are 
already building a bright eco-
nomic future for the county, 
the chairman said. Metallized 

Carbon is an Ossining based 
company that has begun con-
struction on a 15,000 square 
foot facility in Glen Wild that 
will employ ten workers in the 
manufacture of specialty parts 
for the aerospace industry.

The citizens of Sullivan 
County are its most valuable 
resource, Mr. Alvarez said, 
and he wants to see more 
young people staying in the 
county and building a life 
here. He encouraged residents 
to attend meetings, give public 
comment and work with legis-
lators, even run for office. As 
the first Hispanic chairman of 
the legislature, Mr. Alvarez 
called himself living proof that 
there is equal opportunity for 
everyone in Sullivan County.

 “Let’s walk together toward 
the prosperity and health we 
deserve,” he said. “This, right 
now, is our time.”

STATE OF THE COUNTY... CONTINUED

Mischa Ross (front center), 
whose real name is Mur-
rary Rosen, following his 
arrest for the brutal murder 
of a young violinist. Others 
in the photo include NYS 
Trooper William Leins, Sul-
livan County Sheriff Harry 
Borden, and Deputy Sheriff 
Jay Lass.
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FACT: Stroke is the fifth 
leading cause of death in the 
United States. Approximately 
800,000 people have a stroke 
each year.

That’s an alarming number 
for sure. However, there are 
several things we can do to 
prevent this debilitating dis-
ease from striking. First, let’s 
talk about what a stroke is.

Cerebral Vascular Acci-
dents, commonly known to us 
as stroke, occur due to prob-
lems with the blood supply 
to the brain. The blood is ei-
ther blocked or a blood vessel 
within the brain ruptures caus-
ing brain tissue to die. This is 
a real emergency and must be 
addressed forthwith.

There are three main kinds 
of stroke. First, is the Isch-
emic Stroke, the most com-
mon form of stroke, account-
ing for approximately 85% 
of all strokes. It is caused by 
blockages or narrowing of the 
arteries that supply blood to 
the brain resulting in ischemia 
- - reduced blood flow. These 
blockages are often caused by 
blood clots which form either 
in the arteries connecting the 
brain or other blood vessels. 
Clots can be caused by fatty 
deposits within the arteries 
called plaque. 

Second is the Hemorrhagic 
Stroke. They are caused by 
arteries in the brain leaking 
blood or bursting open. The 
blood puts pressure on brain 
cells and damages them. Rup-
tures are caused by conditions 
such as hypertension (elevat-
ed blood pressure), trauma, 
and weaknesses in blood ves-
sel walls. These strokes some-
times require a trauma center 

such as Westchester Medical 
Center where surgery may be 
required. 

Lastly, there is the Transient 
Ischemic Attack (TIA). TIA’s 
are different from the other 
two strokes because the flow 
of blood to the brain is only 
briefly interrupted. Now hear 
me out!  Although the block-
age is temporary, this is still a 
serious emergency. They serve 
as a warning sign for future 
strokes and indicate that there 
is a partially blocked artery or 
clot source in the heart. Please 
heed this fact: Approximately 
15% will have a serious stroke 
within months of a TIA. 

My goal here is to “enlight-
en, not frighten.”

I want all of my Hurleyville 
neighbors to be safe and 
healthy. Soooooo, let’s talk 
about what we can do to avoid 
succumbing to this debilitat-
ing emergency.

1. Blood Pressure. Hyper-
tension is the BIGGEST con-
tributor to the risk of stroke in 
both men and women. Have 
your pressure checked regu-
larly! Don’t be shy about stop-
ping in our Hurleville Office 
to have it checked.

2. Watch your weight. Obe-
sity raises your odds of having 
a stroke. Losing as little as 10 
pounds can have a real impact 
on reducing the risk.

3. Exercise. As we get older, 
the gym may not fit into our 
schedule, but there is no ex-
cuse for not walking on a reg-
ular basis. It works wonders.

4. Quit smoking.  There 
isn’t a better time to quit than 
right now! Smoking acceler-
ates clot formation. It thickens 
your blood and increases the 

amount of plaque buildup in 
the arteries. I have mentioned 
in past articles that I am a Cer-
tified Hypnotherapist. I have 
assisted many, many people in 
smoking cessation. 

5. Treat Atrial Fibrillation. 
This is perhaps one of the 
most important issues to ad-
dress when it comes to stroke 
risk. Atrial Fibrillation is a 
form of irregular heartbeat 
that causes clots to form in 
the heart. These clots can then 
travel to the brain producing 
a clot.  Atrial Fibrillation car-
ries almost a fivefold risk of 
stroke. 

This irregular rhythm is 
not uncommon in our senior 
population. However, with 
medication and regular visits 
to your physician, we can lead 
long, productive lives.

“F.A.S.T.” is an easy acro-
nym to assist you in knowing 
the signs and symptoms of a 
stroke:

     F - Facial Droop
   A – Does one arm drift 

down when lifting both arms
     S -  Slurred speech
    T – Time is crucial. Call 

911 immediately
We are very fortunate to 

have Catskill Regional Medi-
cal Center, an approved Re-
gional Stroke Center, in our 
county. Many victims of 
stroke have been treated suc-
cessfully, receiving the utmost 
in professional care. As an 
active member of the CRMC 
Stroke Committee, I see, hear, 
and review the amazing work 
being done right here in our 
backyard.

Stay safe and healthy, Hur-
leyville!

“STRIKE BACK AGAINST STROKE”

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
by Kathleen Sullivan

“HELEN CARLSON”
Helen Carlson, the 

daughter of Max and Bea-
trice Jacobson, was born 
in Hurleyville on April 6, 
1927. One of eight chil-
dren, Helen’s brothers and 
sisters were: Louis “Perk” 
Jacobson (owner of Perk’s 
Market in Hurleyville), Abe 
Jacobson (owner of Jacob-
son’s Kosher Butcher Shop 
in Hurleyville), Julius Ja-
cobson, Pearl Kollender, 
Ann Jacobson, Rose Cohen 
and Gail Makofsky.

Helen attended the Hur-
leyville School from kinder-
garten through her gradua-
tion from high school. After 
graduation, she worked for 
the New York Telephone 
Company on Main Street 
in Hurleyville and at Perk’s 
Market. 

She married Bill Carl-
son on October 16, 1949, 
in Hurleyville. They lived 
at Bill’s parents’ home af-
ter their marriage and had 
a son, Mark. After the birth 
of their daughters, Teri Di-
Marsico and Toni McKay, 
Helen and Bill purchased 
the house next door and 
lived there for more than 
sixty years.

A charter member of the 
Hurleyville Fire Depart-
ment Ladies’ Auxiliary and 
the Hurleyville Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps, Helen 
completed the first Emer-
gency Medical Technician 
course ever given in Sulli-
van County. She served as 
President of the HFD La-
dies’ Auxiliary in 1968.

Helen was also a member 
of Congregation Anschei 
Hurleyville.

A stay-at-home mom, 

Helen also did the books for 
Auntie Rae’s, the whole-
sale frozen food business 
she owned with Bill. Bill 
delivered the food to lo-
cal hotels and restaurants.  
When they later closed the 
business, Helen worked for 
Baker Sales, a wholesale 
restaurant supply company 
owned by Ben Knapp from 
the Columbia Hotel. 

After the close of Baker 
Sales, Helen and Henry 
Anker became the co-own-
ers of Anker Sales, also a 
wholesale restaurant supply 
company, in Liberty. Helen 
sold the business after Hen-
ry’s death, and continued to 
work with some of her cus-
tomers on a part-time basis.

She then had a chance to 
spend more time with her 
family and to enjoy her 
favorite pastimes, reading 
and gardening. Helen hap-
pily shared the books she 
read with her family.

Helen loved holidays. She 
shared the celebrations…
and the cooking…with her 
extended family. One of 
her favorite holidays was 
Christmas. She especially 
loved decorating the tree. 
When her children were 
young, their cousins would 

visit and have fun deco-
rating the Christmas tree. 
When everyone left, she re-
decorated the tree the way 
she liked it. Her daughter, 
Teri, recalls, “Even when 
she left Hurleyville and dad 
had passed, we would pick 
mom up from Arcadia and 
she would come to Palm 
Coast and decorate our tree. 
We brought down the boxes 
and she decorated. It took 
her all day but she loved it.”

Helen and Bill had vis-
ited Florida in the winter 
for several years. They 
moved there permanently 
after Bill’s retirement. After 
Bill’s death in 2011 Helen 
divided her time in Flor-
ida between Arcadia and 
Teri’s home in Palm Coast. 
She enjoyed visiting her  
“northern” friends in Ar-
cadia for several months 
each year where she joined 
in games of dominoes and 
UNO. In April, 2016, Helen 
moved full-time to Palm 
Coast to live with Teri and 
her husband, Tom.

Helen visited Hurleyville 
each year for her family’s 
reunions and for the annual 
“Bill Carlson Golf Clas-
sic” at the Tarry Brae Golf 
Course. Her last visit was in 
the summer of 2015.  

Helen passed away on 
October 2, 2016, in Palm 
Coast. She is survived by 
her children; her sister, 
Gail; her grandchildren, 
Christopher Carlson, Erica 
Payne and Mariann Bury; 
her great granddaughters; 
and a large extended family. 

Helen is one of Hur-
leyville’s many special trea-
sures.

Visit www.hurleyvilleny.
com to find more treasures 
in Hurleyville.

SOME SCENES FROM THE BLIZZARD OF 2017
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PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL
Snow comes down at a furious pace on Railroad Av-
enue as Winter Storm Stella hits on the morning of 
March 14.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Lorraine Allen trudges through snowy sidewalks to 
get to Fiber On Main the day after 30 inches of snow 
blanketed Hurleyville during Winter Storm Stella.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Frankie and Johnny’s was almost hidden behind a 
mountain of snow the day after a late season blizzard 
dumped 30 inches of snow on Hurleyville.

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL
Snow begins to obscure the brightly painted build-
ings and chicken tractors on Main Street the morning 
of March 14 as Winter Storm Stella hits.

1.

2.

3.

4.

FALLSBURG - The Falls-
burg Central School District 
(FCSD) Hall of Fame Com-
mittee has approved the nom-
ination of Robert Longo as its 
newest member.

Mr. Longo retired in 1984 
after thirty-five years as an 
outstanding Art Teacher. 
Now in his 96th year, he is 
far from “retired” in service 
to the Fallsburg community 
and beyond.

Mr. Longo has been hon-
ored with countless awards 
for his own artwork and con-
tributions to founding and 
supporting Sullivan County 
artist societies and exhibi-
tions.  During more than 
sixty-five years active service 
to Fallsburg Lions Club and 
Lions Club International, he 
earned the highest achieve-
ment in Lionism—the Mel-
vin Jones Award.  His award 
winning commemorative 
pins have adorned the jackets 
of proud Lions throughout 
the world. Even today he is 
working on the pin for the 
International Convention in 
2018. Woodridge Kiwanis 
honored him with their Ev-
eryday Hero Award  and ac-
knowledged him for his in-
credible mural of the O&W 
Railroad that is visible to all 
who pass through that vil-
lage. 

Mr. Longo cherishes the 
time he spent in the Army Air 
Corps as one of World War 
II’s Greatest Generation. Two 
years ago, he flew to Wash-
ington as part of the Honor 
Flight program. In the fall he 
went to Del Rio, Texas for a 
reunion of the few surviving 
airmen and their families.  

In one of the many letters 
of nomination in support of 
his nduction into the Hall of 
Fame, a teaching colleague, 
Terry Dungan said: “He has 
always been fully involved 
in the life around him using 
his art to enrich that life. It is 

this notion of service, giving 
his time and his art to serve 
his Community that has been 
a hallmark of Bob Longo’s 
life.”

In the classroom, Mr. Lon-
go inspired young people to 
acquire a life-long love of art.  
Former student and teaching 
colleague, Eileen Kalter stat-
ed, “In Mr. Longo’s class, the 
emphasis was on art appreci-
ation. And we do appreciate 
all he has done for our com-
munity and especially for 
Fallsburg Central School.”

The official induction into 
the Fallsburg Hall of Fame 
is on June 25, as part of the 
High School graduation cer-
emonies.  It will be an oppor-
tunity for the school to show 
its appreciation for a man 
who has embodied selfless 
service and is a living trea-
sure to thousands of students 
and their families in Falls-
burg.

Robert Longo Named to Fallsburg Hall of Fame

PHOTO PROVIDED
Former art teacher Robert 
Longo has been named to 
the Fallsburg Central School 
District Hall of Fame



LOCH SHELDRAKE –
SUNY Sullivan Athletic Di-
rector Chris DePew and Head 
Wrestling Coach Anthony 
Ng have announced that the 
Generals have signed three 
Middletown High School 
wrestlers for the 2017-2018 
season.

The three Middies include 
Horace Duke, the 2017 Sec-
tion IX Division I Champion 
at 285 pounds. Mr. Duke will 
major in Criminal Justice 
at Sullivan and expects to 
compete at either 197 or 285 
pounds.

Ishmael Alicea, who com-
peted at 126 pounds for the 
Middletown team that fin-
ished fourth in Section IX this 
year, will major in Criminal 
Justice at Sullivan and look 
to compete at 133 pounds.

Oscar Lainez, a 2016 Mid-
dletown graduate, is the third 

General signee. He was a 
Section IX Division I Champ 
last year and took third place 
at the prestigious Eastern 
States Classic in February, 
2016.  He is expected to com-
pete at 125 pounds for the 
Generals.

“We are very excited to 
welcome these fine Middle-
town wrestlers to the Sul-
livan program,” said Coach 
Ng. “Each of them performed 
well in tough high school 
competition and are ready to 
make the transition to junior 
college. We expect them to 
have an immediate impact on 
our program.”

The SUNY Sullivan wres-
tling program will be entering 
its fifth year, and its second 
under Mr. Ng. The Generals 
compete in Region XV of the 
National Junior College Ath-
letic Association.

FALLSBURG – The col-
laboration on the Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary School 
(BCES) Trail project contin-
ues to bring together mem-
bers of the entire Fallsburg 
Central School District stu-
dent body.  

Since January, the High 
School Woodworking Class 
of Pam Garritt has been de-
signing and building a wood 
kiosk that will stand at the 
opening of the trail. The ki-
osk’s 32 square foot pine up-
per surface area will provide 
space for signage, a trail map, 
rules and regulations, and 
other important information 
for hikers. A compartment 
below will hold some helpful 
equipment such as binoculars, 
compasses, and pedometers.

Last fall, Leah Exner, who 
is the Project Director for the 
trail, spoke with Ms. Garritt 
about how her class could 
support the project. Ms. Gar-
ritt waited until her students 

had acquired sufficient skills 
to not only put the kiosk to-
gether, but to design it, as 
well.  Students Kenny Alcan-
tara and Carmine Malanka 
created the design on paper 
with illustrations and later 
renderings of a finished prod-
uct. They then assembled a 
small scale model made from 
Popsicle sticks and wood 
scraps and turned it over to 
the builders.

The Woodworking Class 
is now assembling the ki-
osk, which takes up an entire 
classroom-sized work bench. 
The three carpenters putting 
everything together are Sam 
Zheng, Robert Delgado and 
Megan Langeland. Their goal 
is to have the kiosk fully as-
sembled and ready for appli-
cation of finishes by the end 
of April. They will then have 
it delivered to Mrs. Exner and 
her team at BCES just in time 
for spring and the opening of 
the new trail.

by Win Hadley 

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
SUNY Sullivan guard/for-
ward Kyla Given has been 
named an All-Region XV 

first team all-star for the 
2016-2017 season.

Ms. Given joined Ashley 
Brooks, of Borough of Man-
hattan Community College, 
Janae Gibson, LaGuardia 
Community College, Kianna 
Nichols, SUNY-Dutchess, 
and Player of the Year Des-
tini Green of Hostos Com-
munity College as first team 
selections.

The Lady Generals’ Ashley 
McDonald was named to the 
second team.

Ms. Given finished the 
2016-2017 season as the sev-
enth leading scorer among 
Region XV women and 
was sixth in rebounding and 
fourth in field goal percent-
age.

She was an Honorable 
Mention All-America selec-

tion in 2015-2016, as well as 
the Most Valuable Player in 
the Mid-Hudson Conference. 
Ms. Given is a graduate of 
Newburgh Free Academy.

Ms. McDonald finished 
the season in second place 
in the Region with 5.6 as-
sists per conference game. 
She was also fourth best in 
the Region in assist to turn-
over ratio per game. She is a 
sophomore from South Shore 
High School.

On the men’s side, Gen-
erals guard Romero Collier 
was a second team Region 
XV all-star, while teammate 
Kalif Jackson was chosen for 
the third team.

Mr. Collier led the Gener-
als in scoring this season and 
finished second in the Region 
in assists. He is a graduate of 

Henninger High School in 
Syracuse, where he was All-
Central New York in both 
football and basketball. He 
previously played basketball 
for Niagara University.

Mr. Jackson was the 
squad’s second leading scor-
er in conference games this 
season. He is a freshman 
from Bayshore, NY.

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
The SUNY Sullivan base-
ball team recently completed 
an eight-day season open-
ing swing through the south 
that featured twelve games 
in four states and resulted in 
eight victories. Four of the 
scheduled games were can-
celled due to weather or poor 
field conditions.

The Generals pounded 
out 95 hits on the trip, with 
Ronald Medina accounting 
for 24 of them while hitting 
to the tune of a .649 batting 

average.
The Sullivan nine then 

swept a doubleheader from 
the Hofstra Baseball Club to 
improve its record to 10-4 on 
the season. Mr. Medina con-
tinued his hot hitting by go-
ing 4 for 6 in the two games.

The Generals will open 
their home schedule on Sat-
urday, April 8 when they host 
the Colts of SUNY Orange 
for a doubleheader begin-
ning at 12 noon. The Colts 
lost their first six games of 
the 2017 season.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor
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SULLIVAN GENERALS 
ADD THREE MIDDIE 

WRESTLERS

MAPLE SUGARING AS SPORT

Sullivan Baseball Starts Strong

BCES Hiking Trail Gets Kiosk

PHOTO BY KEVIN WITT
Middletown High School wrestlers (seated left to right) 
Horace Duke, Ishmael Alicea, and Oscar Lainez have signed 
letters of intent to attend SUNY Sullivan in the fall. Also pic-
tured (standing left to right) are Middletown High School 
wrestling coach Jason Lichtenstein, SUNY Sullivan Assistant 
Coach Andrew Martinez, and SUNY Sullivan Head Coach An-
thony Ng.

by Julia Batista

FALLSBURG – As Falls-
burg winter sports have come to 
a close, the spring season is just 
beginning, and spring sports 
such as baseball, softball, track, 
and golf are all underway. 

After the long but exciting 
basketball season, student ath-
letes are embracing the oppor-
tunity to be able to participate 
outdoors again. But unlike 
basketball, a sport in which 
Fallsburg typically dominates, 
spring’s most popular sport, 
baseball, has been quite a chal-
lenge for Fallsburg in recent 
years. Unfortunately, due to a 
number of circumstances, the 
Fallsburg Comets do not have 
a varsity baseball team this sea-
son and will only be competing 
at a modified and junior varsity 
level for 2017. 

Fifth-year Comets baseball 
coach David Luczyski spoke 
frankly about the surprising de-
cision regarding the season. 

“We have had 
a varsity for the 
past five years, 
but this year 
we’re having just 
a junior varsity 
team. This is to 
rebuild the pro-
gram with the 
athletes that are 
coming up, so we 
can teach them 
the fundamentals 
of baseball,” he said.  

“I would like my athletes to 
develop more baseball skills 
that help them be more suc-
cessful,” Mr. Lucyzski contin-
ued. “This year I would like to 
see our [jayvee] team achieve 
at least a .500 or winning re-
cord, because as of last year, we 
did not win a game.” 

Many of Coach Luczyski’s 
players also shared the same 
views, one of them being the 
only senior on the junior varsity 
team this year, Mirza Javed. 

“The biggest objective for 
this season is to rebuild the 

program and to see how some 
of the freshmen and the sopho-
mores play, then moving on to 
teaching them the game,” Mr. 
Javed, last year’s shortstop and 
second baseman, commented. 
“This year I’m more optimistic 
and all positive energy. There’s 
more of an attitude to rebuild 
and win this year compared to 
last year so that we can at least 
reach or finish higher than a 
.500 record.” 

A younger player, Shyam Pa-
tel, shared Coach Luczyski and 
Mr. Javed’s sentiments, saying, 
“I didn’t like it at first, but it 
might do better than a varsity 
would have with a whole new 
team to start fresh and to build 
the players up to par,” he said. 

All in all, the school is hope-
ful that this year’s Junior Var-
sity Baseball team brings them-
selves together enough to take 
home their first win in a long 
time, something that they are 
very much looking forward to. 

The Hurleyville Sentinel is 
optimistic about 
the future of 
Fallsburg Com-
ets baseball and 
wishes the team 
all the best of 
luck to achieve 
that winning re-
cord! JV sports 
deserve support, 
too, so check 
out the Comets’ 
home schedule 

below! 

J.V. Baseball Home Schedule
March 22. @ 4:15 p.m. - 

Fallsburg vs. Rondout Valley 
April 25. @ 4:15 p.m. - Falls-

burg vs. Sullivan West 
May 2. @ 4:15 p.m. - Falls-

burg vs. Chapel Field 
May 8. @ 4:15 p.m. - Falls-

burg vs. Tri-Valley 
May 11. @ 4:15 p.m. - Falls-

burg vs. Tri-Valley 
May 15. @ 4:00 p.m. - Falls-

burg vs. S.S. Seward
May 19. @ 4:00 p.m. - Falls-

burg vs. S.S. Seward

Comets Open Baseball Season 
Without Varsity Program

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Sullivan Generals baseball team just returned from an 
eight-day southern swing that brought them eight victories 
in twelve games.

by  Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE – While 
The Center for Discovery 
makes a sport out of producing 
maple syrup, local residents 
make a sport out of buying it. 

Maple syrup produced by 
The Center is for sale once 
again in the Hurleyville Mar-
ket, and the demand is high for 
a limited supply. Erin Gluck, 
who works in the market, 
said the first small batch sold 
quickly, and customers were 
asking for it by the time the 
market got its first substantial 
batch of bottles to sell in late 
March. 

Maple sugaring falls under 
The Center for Discovery’s 
recreation department. Rec-
reation therapy offered to stu-
dents and residents at The Cen-
ter can range from the typical 
team sports to horseback rid-
ing, and even maple syrup.

Children and adults of all 
ages at The Center help recre-
ation staff tap trees and collect 
sap, and then bottle and label 
the finished syrup. The season 
starts in January and usually 
runs through early April, said 
Sam Rose, director of the rec-
reation department. 

The seasonality of maple 
sugaring connects with the in-
dividuals at The Center, Mr. 
Rose said. 

“It’s part of the cycle,” Mr. 
Rose said. “When it’s winter-
time, it’s time to get excited 
about maple sugaring.”

While maple sugaring is 
popular at The Center, it’s a lot 
of work, Mr. Rose said. But as 
someone who’s been involved 
in syrup production every win-
ter since he was 19, Mr. Rose 
is not daunted. He enjoys 
bringing the activity back to 
The Center each year. 

“It’s experiential education, 

that’s what it boils down to,” 
Mr. Rose said.

To celebrate the season, The 
Center for Discovery hosted a 
maple syrup weekend the last 
weekend in March. About 80 
people connected to The Cen-
ter came to tour the production 
facilities and eat pancakes, Mr. 
Rose said. 

For those who participate 
in the maple syrup production 
each year, the skills stick, Mr. 
Rose said. They know how 
to help tap a tree and collect 
sap. When the sap is evaporat-

ing into syrup, Mr. Rose and 
his staff show The Center’s 
students and residents how it 
works, and they taste samples.

“It’s good to connect every-
thing back to what they did and 
where it went,” Mr. Rose said.

And where the syrup goes 
next, is the Hurleyville Mar-
ket. The Center had produced 
about 22 gallons of syrup by 
the end of March, with a bit 
more cooking to go. It will dis-
appear quickly.

“Best syrup around!” Ms. 
Gluck said at the market.

Lady Generals’ Kyla Given Named All-Region
Romero Collier Makes Men’s Second Team

PHOTO PROVIDED
Kyla Given

PHOTO PROVIDED
Romero Collier

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Maple syrup made at The Center for Discovery’s Thanksgiv-
ing Farm is currently on sale at the Hurleyville Market.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Pictured left to right are Sam Zheng, Robert Delgado, and 
Megan Langeland.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Sam Rose, director of the recreation department at The 
Center for Discovery, monitors maple syrup production at 
Stonewall Preserve in Hurleyville. Syrup produced by The 
Center is now for sale at the Hurleyville Market.
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