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BASKETBALLTHE STAR OF THE SHOW
by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Center for Discovery, in part-
nership with SUNY Sullivan, 
is four months into an agricul-
tural research license granted 
by the State of New York to 
study industrial hemp at its 
Hurleyville farm.

The project between The 
Center and SUNY Sullivan 
stands out among the 10 hemp 
licenses granted thus far in 
New York, for two reasons. 
The Center’s interest in the 
future of the hemp industry is 
centered around a compound 
found in hemp plants called 
cannabidiol, or CBD. Recent 
research, including a study 
published in the New England 
Journal of Medicine, shows 
evidence that CBD could be 
used to treat seizures and other 
medical conditions that affect 
many of The Center’s resi-

dents and students. The Cen-
ter wants to help create a path 
forward in researching CBD’s 
effectiveness as a medical 
treatment. As for its growing 
practices, The Center has a 
certified organic and biody-
namic farm, and it is current-
ly the only New York hemp 
grower studying how biody-
namic growing practices can 
potentially affect the quality 
of a hemp plant’s CBD con-
tent. TCFD is partnering with 
SUNY Sullivan to conduct 
the agricultural research, with 
seeds donated by Colorado-
based company CW Hemp.

TCFD Director of Farm Ser-
vices Greg York was out in the 
hemp fields recently, spraying 
a carefully cultivated natural 
concoction on the plants, on a 
carefully chosen day of the lu-
nar cycle. The philosophy be-
hind farming biodynamically, 
Mr. York explained, is to take 
into account more than just 
the single field—biodynamic 
farmers consider the land of 
the entire region, the planet 
and even the position of the 
stars.

“The idea is that you’re ba-
sically trying to farm and grow 
food in concert with nature,” 
Mr. York said.

Mr. York’s aromatic spray 
combined fruit embryos, bar-
ley and powdered gemstones 
to create a treatment that will 
work with the plant’s natural 
biology to encourage certain 
growth patterns. The Cen-
ter works with California-
based plant alchemist Dennis 
Klocek, who specializes in 
growing medicinal plants. The 
spray is applied according to 
the lunar cycle, in coordina-
tion with the plant’s natural 
cycle. No detail is overlooked. 

Growing biodynamically is 
about pulling back and seeing 
the whole picture, Mr. York 
said, at every level of nature 
and the universe.

“There’s a little bit of ‘woo’ 
in there, but most of it is biol-
ogy,” said Mr. York, who has 
a master’s degree in agrono-
my and 20 years’ experience 
growing food.

A biodynamic farmer is a 
steward of the landscape, Mr. 
York said. The Center’s highly 
educated farm team includes 
several master’s degrees and 
degrees from Yale, and they 
take their research seriously. 
If the hemp research project 
shows that these biodynamic 
practices and sprays can pro-
mote more potent oil produc-
tion from the hemp plants, 
that information can be used 
in growing culinary herbs and 
other foods. If farmers can 
grow food that is more aro-
matic and has a more intense 
flavor using methods that are 
good for the earth, it will ben-
efit everyone, Mr. York said.

“It’s not just about hemp for 
us,” Mr. York said.

The hemp plants were about 
six weeks old at the end of 
July, and by the end of August 
the Center farmers should be 
able to tell whether their prac-
tices are having a beneficial 
impact on the plants. Harvest 
time will come in September. 
Groups of the plants have been 
grown using slightly different 
organic and biodynamic prac-
tices, and they will be tested 
to see if the growing methods 
made a difference in CBD pro-
duction.

As laws and policies re-
garding hemp oil as a medi-
cal treatment and its ability to 
be administered in New York 
state-funded healthcare fa-
cilities develop, the research 
conducted by The Center for 
Discovery and SUNY Sullivan 
will continue to build the body 
of knowledge regarding CBD 
and its potential uses. Hemp 
oil will not be approved for 
administration to TCFD resi-
dents in the immediate future.

TCFD STUDIES BIODYNAMIC HEMP 
FOR UNIVERSAL BENEFITS

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
From left, Bear Reel, a plant breeder with CW Hemp, Cali-
fornia-based plant alchemist Dennis Klocek, TCFD research 
associate Tania Villavicencio, TCFD Director of Farm Services 
Greg York and medicinal gardener Jean-David Derreumaux 
discuss The Center for Discovery’s hemp research project on 
a recent visit to The Center’s farm.  

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
TCFD Director of Farm Ser-
vices Greg York mixes pow-
dered gemstone into a fruit-
based treatment to spray 
on biodynamic hemp plants 
for an agricultural research 
study.
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By Eli Ruiz

HURLEYVILLE — Cur-
rently celebrating the comple-
tion of its second year in exis-
tence, Hurleyville’s very own 
Pickled Owl gastropub opened 
its doors on Main Street to 
much fanfare on August 3, 
2015.

And although first-time pro-
prietors/restaurateurs Evan and 
Brynn Allees are really only 
just getting started, the eatery 
is already an award winner.

Opening a restaurant is 
widely considered to be a 
rather risky business, but the 
Alleeses have pulled off some-
thing truly special in The Pick-
led Owl, and are thriving. 

Evan and Brynn believe 
they have delivered on their 
stated goal “... to provide a 
high standard of food with 
a casual yet refined setting.” 
But the success of The Pick-
led Owl hinges as much on the 
couple’s relationship—they 
were married in 2008 in a field 
on Brynn’s parents’ property in 
Hurleyville-- as on the quality 
of their mostly locally sourced 
ingredients and  “American 
contemporary cuisine” or the 
establishment’s relaxed, eclec-
tic ambiance and uber-atten-
tive staff.

Much of the couple’s back-
story takes place in Hur-
leyville,  where Evan, a Cu-
linary Institute of America 

(CIA) trained chef, and Brynn, 
an English teacher in the Liv-
ingston Manor School District, 
first met long ago. 

“I was raised in Hurleyville 
and Evan just five minutes 
from me in Ferndale,” Mrs. 
Allees said. “We met, fell in 
love, and initially rented an 
apartment in Ferndale. We 
lived there until shortly after 
we married and then rented 
a house in Hurleyville be-
fore buying the home we live 
in now (also in Hurleyville) 
with our 3 children: Harper, 
4-1/2; Levi, 2-1/2; and Silas, 9 
months. I often call the restau-
rant our 4th child.” 

Mr. Allees says his biggest 
influence was his CIA-trained 
uncle, of whom he said, “I al-
ways really looked up to him 
growing up.”

“My parents are also both 
great cooks, so I was always 
surrounded by good food,” he 
said. “Also, my aunt owned 
the restaurant, Gourmet Gar-
den in Monticello many years 
ago and I remember going 
there and seeing the hustle and 
bustle of the hospitality indus-
try.”

Apparently Mr. Allees liked 
what he saw in those early 
kitchens and dining rooms, as 

at just 13-years-old he found 
his first job in the kitchen of 
the old Inn by the Falls in Fern-
dale, as a humble dishwasher.

“From there, I began prep-
ping food and learning the 
ways of the kitchen,” he said. 
“I started at Albert’s in Liberty 
at 15-years old as a busser and 
worked my way up, realizing 
that I really enjoyed being on 
the line and cooking food for 
people.”

Upon graduating from CIA, 
Mr. Allees returned to Albert’s 
where he would spend six ad-
ditional years as the head chef. 

“It was during this time I 
realized for sure that I wanted 
to open my own place and 
have the freedom to experi-
ment with foods, while taking 
advantage of the local agricul-
ture that we are so lucky to be 
surrounded by in our area,” he 
said. 

The idea for the Pickled Owl 
came about in 2014, when, Mr. 
Allees said, “I knew Albert 
was getting close to retirement. 
Brynn and I figured this would 
be the push we needed to actu-
ally do something on our own 
and a gastropub seemed ideal 
because it was something dif-
ferent and would allow me to 
create simple dishes with great 

flavor using local ingredients.”
Mr. Allees is a self-professed 

“big beer-guy.” 
“I firmly believe beer en-

hances the taste of any meal 
if paired properly,” he said. “I 
wanted to share this treat with 
others and provide a place with 
good brews for others who en-
joy the experience of pairing 
food and beer.”

However, there was much 
work to do before the couple 
could execute their plan.

“We worked diligently to 
create a business plan and se-
cure the necessary funds in the 
beginning of 2015,” Mrs. Al-
lees said. “Once the prospect 
became a reality, we signed 
the lease on the building. The 
Center for Discovery did the 
structural renovations and es-
sentially gave us a blank can-
vas with which to work in 
April of that same year.”

The couple worked diligent-
ly to open by the start of the 
summer season, but there was 
simply too much to get done.

“We painted, stained and 
hung all the doors, refurbished 
the murals, and of course, dec-
orated,” Mrs. Allees said. “In 
addition to the aesthetics, there 
was the pressure of furnishing 
and stocking the kitchen and 

bar, and obtaining the neces-
sary licenses. Thankfully, we 
had a lot of family members 
to help us out, but it was still a 
time consuming process which 
led us to the August opening, 
later than we had planned.”

Mrs. Allees readily admits 
that she does not cook at all. 
She teaches middle-school 
English full-time, and chips-in 
at The Owl whenever she can.

”My involvement has taken 
on a much different role than 
originally planned. I’ve be-
come, more or less, the front 
of house manager. I train the 
staff, create the schedule and 
staff procedures, ensure ex-
pectations are consistent and 
communication is constant be-
tween everyone. I’m not there 
as often as I’d like to be, but 
I try to stay as involved as I 
can.”  

“She’s also my boss,” 
quipped her husband.

Mr. Allees is determined to 
keep things interesting at The 
Owl.

“Our menu changes season-
ally, but I’ve experimented 
with some southern flare like 
fried chicken, BBQ brisket, 
and pimento cheese, just to 
name a few, as well as trying to 
keep the traditional roots of an 

English gastropub with dishes 
like fish ‘n chips, scotch egg, 
and fresh sausages.”

Having created an entirely 
unique food and drink experi-
ence, not just for their home-
town, but for Sullivan County 
as a whole, coupled with the 
truly special bond they share, 
the pair seems certain to see 
continued success with The 

Pickled Owl gastropub for 
many more years to come. 

The Pickled Owl is proud to 
announce its newest local ven-
dor, Majestic Mountains Farm 
in Mountaindale. For more in-
formation on The Pickled Owl 
gastropub and a complete list 
of their local vendors, please 
go to pickledowl.com.

HURLEYVILLE IMPRESSES
DIRTY DANCING CROWD

by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE – 
More than 100 people 
gathered in the Hurleyville 
Arts Centre on Saturday, 
July 22, to enjoy the old 
favorite, “Dirty Danc-
ing,” and be regaled by lo-
cal legend Jackie Horner 
with wild tales of life at 
the Catskills resorts. The 
feedback seemed unani-
mous—it was a great day 
in Hurleyville. 

The dance-themed day 
started with an outdoor, 
all-body inclusive fash-
ion show featuring the 
dancers of Heidi Latsky 
Dance, this year’s artist-
in-residence at H.A.C. The 
3-D printed and crocheted 
outfits were designed by 
NuVu high school stu-
dents and designers Anna 
Kathleen Little and Susan 
Obrant. The dancing mod-
els strutted to music from 
the soundtrack of “Dirty 
Dancing,” and the show 
ended with dancers pulling 
community members to 
their feet and enjoying an 
enthusiastic dance party.

Sandy and Ted Dickson 
jumped into the merri-
ment, and afterward said 
how impressed they are 
with the transformation of 
Hurleyville. The couple 
lives in Manhattan and 
keeps a weekend house in 
Harris. They heard about 
the event on the radio on 
their way up, Mrs. Dick-
son said, and made plans 

will definitely be visiting 
again, hopefully with more 
people in tow.

“We’re going to have to 
drag more of our friends 
here,” Mrs. Dickson said.

The Pickled Owl served 
sliders and hotdogs while 
people enjoyed socializ-
ing outside the arts center 
before the film screening 
began. The Hurleyville 
Maker’s Lab had a table 
set up to let visitors know 
they can create their own 
projects, like the creative 
fashion show outfits, on 
the 3-D printer inside the 
maker’s lab. The Sullivan 
County Historical Society 
had a table in the arts cen-
ter lobby displaying mem-
orabilia from several local 

resorts, like Grossinger’s 
and Kutsher’s. 

Sullivan County Legisla-
ture Chairman Luis Alva-
rez introduced Ms. Horn-
er, his own former dance 
teacher who taught dance 
lessons at Grossinger’s Re-
sort from 1954 to 1986 and 
famously taught Eleanor 
Bergstein, the screenwriter 
for “Dirty Dancing” and 
the real-life “Baby.” Ms. 
Horner is seen as the in-
spiration behind the movie 
character Penny.

The inspiration for the 
film’s title came from one 
night when Ms. Horner was 
teaching tango, she told 
the audience. An actor’s

A VISIT WITH… THE PICKLED OWL

PHOTO BY ELI RUIZ
The Allees Family, Evan and Brynn with children, Harper, 
4-1/2; Levi, 2-1/2; and Silas, 9 months.

PHOTO BY ELI RUIZ
The Pickled Owl opened its doors in August of 2015 and is 
already an award winner.

DANCE CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

to attend at the last minute. 
It was well worth it, Mrs. 
Dickson said. 

“It was beautiful,” Mrs. 
Dickson said of the fash-
ion show. 

The couple has been to 
Hurleyville before, but it 
looks completely different 
from even last year, Mr. 
Dickson said. They walked 
to the Hurleyville Market 
and checked out Gallery 
222. He admired the new 
sidewalks and the overall 
energy of the hamlet.

“You did a metamorpho-
sis here between last year 
and this year,” Mr. Dick-
son said.

Mrs. Dickson said she 
loved seeing how the town 
is coming along, and they 

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
The dancers of Heidi Latsky Dance represent a variety of bodies and disabilities, promoting 
inclusion in the world of dance. The dance company is the Hurleyville Arts Centre’s artist in 
residence, and put on a fashion show as part of H.A.C.’s “Dirty Dancing” celebration on July 
22.
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

Q. “What summer activities have you been enjoying? What 
would your ultimate summer vacation look like?”

“When I am not at The Center for Discovery caring for 
residents, I am at home studying for a BSN degree. On the 
weekends that I do not work and weather permitting, my hus-
band and I are on his Harley riding the mountain roads in NY, 
PA and NJ.  We enjoy trying the local cuisine of the areas we 
travel to. This weekend we are going to leave the bike home, 
take the top off the Jeep and drive down the shore. Sadly, it 
will be the first time we have gone down this summer.

Now, if I had the time, I would spend the summer days rafting 
or canoeing down the river, hiking one of the beautiful trails 
in NYS or down the shore sitting on the beach reading a good 
book.  I would also like to take a trip to Maryland to visit my 
sister.  We always talk about spending a day in DC.  I will 
complete the BSN program in May of 2018, therefore, next 
summer will be a little more adventurous with more time to 
travel.”

“This summer I have 
been working just about 
every day. I would 
much rather be on a 
little island in the Carib-
bean sitting in the sand, 
feeling the warmth of 
the sun on my skin with 
my toes in the water. 
My favorite summer 
activity is most defi-
nitely attending concerts 
at Bethel Woods when 
time permits.”

“I’m working 
two jobs this 

summer, but I’ve 
enjoyed BBQs, 

water parks, and 
some camping on 
my days off with 
friends and fam-
ily. My ultimate 

summer vaca-
tion would be to 
enjoy a beach.”

“I’ve been enjoying 
bonfires and cook 

outs with my family. 
We’ve done a lot of 

playing in sprinklers 
and swimming. 

Most of the swim-
ming has been in 
rain puddles. I’m 

not even sure why 
I even bothered 

buying a pool. I’m 
really hoping to get 

some camping in 
and a trip to the zoo 

before fall.” 

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
needs your help to maintain 
the barrels along Main Street, 
the planters at the entrances to 
Hurleyville, and the gardens at 
the Hurleyville Firemen’s Park, 
the Community Gateway at the 
entrance to the Milk Train Trail, 
St. Mary’s Community Center, 
and the Hurleyville Fire House.  
Volunteers are needed to help 
water and weed throughout the 
season. Please call 845-436-
6887 if you have time to help.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
meets on the third Thursday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at the Hur-
leyville Firehouse. The meet-
ings are open to everyone in-
terested in the revitalization and 
beautification of Hurleyville.  

Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more information 
about Hurleyville and Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First. 

Long defunct Sullivan Coun-
ty newspapers will return to life 
at the Sullivan County Museum 
on Saturday, August 5 and Sun-
day, August 6.  A representa-
tive sample of the dozens of 
Sullivan County newspapers 
published from the 1850’s to 
the 1990’s will be featured at 
“Historic Newspaper Day.”  
Sullivan County newspaper 
owners and workers…past and 
present…are invited to bring 
memorabilia and to take part in 
the reunion, which will include 
a roundtable discussion. Open 
to the public, the exhibit will 
run from noon until 4:30 p.m. 
on both days. Please contact 
Myron Gittell at the Museum 
for more information. Myron’s 
e-mail address in myrongit@
yahoo.com.

You can also contact Myron 
if you have photos or memora-
bilia to share for “Louis ‘Label’ 
Wichinsky Day” on Saturday, 
August 12. The prototype of the 
bagel making machine invented 
and patented by Hurleyville in-
ventor Label Wichinsky will be 
formally unveiled at the open-
ing of an exhibit honoring La-
bel’s life and other important 
accomplishments. The Town 
of Fallsburg will officially pro-
claim the day as “Louis ‘Label’ 
Wichinsky Day.” The exhibit 
will open at 2 p.m. 

A Book Fair will also be held 
at the Museum on Saturday, 
August 12 from noon to 4 p.m. 
Authors and illustrators who 
were born in Sullivan County, 
who live in Sullivan County, 
or who have published books 
on Sullivan County will be fea-
tured at the fair. Please contact 
Suzanne Cecil at the Museum 
for information on participating 
in the event. Suzanne’s email 
address is genealogy@scnyhis-
tory.org.

There are so many reasons to 
visit the Museum. If you’re in-
terested in fashion, the Museum 
has acquired a collection of ex-
quisite hats and shoes, includ-
ing fashions from Paris, dating 
from 1800 through 1960.  

Other interesting and educa-
tional exhibits at the museum 
include:

• Sullivan County Wildlife 
  Exhibit 
• The General Store
• The Woodstock Festival
• A History of Sullivan 
  County Farms
• The Military Room
• Early Sullivan County
• The Borscht Belt
• The Frederick A. Cook 
  Gallery
The Sullivan County Histori-

cal Society is still accepting do-
nations of yearbooks from Sul-
livan County high schools and 
Sullivan County Community 
College. 

Volunteers are always needed 

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.

I love summer in this area, 
particularly August since Hur-
leyville is only 15 miles from 
a milestone in history.  Yes, 
I’m talking about Woodstock.  
I heard about it in my small 
hometown in Wisconsin.  I 
wanted to go.  I packed a bag.  
I was going to hitchhike.  I 
was going.  The problem was 
that I was barely a teenager 
and cooler heads (more stub-
born) heads prevailed.  I still 
remember my heart aching as 
I watched the most amazing 
thing ever unfold in the news.  
Even when I moved up here, 
having lived in California, 
Chicago, NYC and Jersey, it 
didn’t dawn on me until sever-
al months later where exactly I 
was now.  What a long strange 
trip it’s been….

Festivals and reunions ga-
lore this month on Aug. 11, 12 
and 13 in commemoration.

Woods Bash 2017 at the 
Bethel Hideaway Camp-
ground Resort, 106 Fulton 
Rd., Ferndale.  Camping and 
lots and lots of music includ-
ing the Psychedelic Locomo-
tive Peace Lovin’ Groupies 
(our own Debbie Fisher, Steve 
Schwartz, Bill Paschal and 
Kenny Windheim) kicking 
off Friday morning, Aug. 11.  
Another area favorite, Talk-
ing Machine, is scheduled for 
Saturday, Aug. 12. Tickets are 
still available (at this writing) 
through www.bethelhide-
awaycampground.com.

Yasgurs Road Reunion, 34 
Yasgurs Rd., Bethel.  Three 
days of camping, music and 
vendors.  Tickets are still avail-
able (at this writing).  A full 
lineup of bands and other in-
formation is available at www.
yasgursroadreunion.com.

A new festival that absolute-
ly must be mentioned here is 
the Roscoe Singer Songwriter 
Festival on Saturday, Aug. 12, 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Roscoe 
Beer Company, 145 Rockland 
Rd.  There are three stages, 
25 performers that come to us 
from up and down the Eastern 
seaboard, Maine to Virginia 
and four from right here: Alan 
Sorenson, Bryon Gordon, Stu 
Kabak and Debbie Fisher.  For 
more information: www.ros-
coesingsongfest.com

Have you ventured out to 
Cabernet Franks in Parksville 
yet?  If not, you’re missing a 
real gem in this area.  Walking 
in, you’re transported to some-

Teresa Smith

Susan Moody

Lesvi Fuentes

Ashley Horton

It’s high summer and the 
eating is good! The issue now 
is how to save all of the amaz-
ing food and other goodies 
coming into your kitchen from 
the garden and local farmer’s 
markets.

There are many options for 
food preservation based on 
what you have time and space 
for. My favorite and easiest go-
to solution is freezing, which I 
do with just about everything. 
I use ice cube trays for pestos 
and cooked fruit, slice fresh 
peppers and store in zip-lock 
bags, make oven-dried toma-
toes and stash in storage con-
tainers and a whole lot more. 
Most veggies have a limit to 
how long they taste good in 
the freezer so take heed to not 
leave them for much longer 
than a few months. 

Some ovens have dehydrat-

ing options which is a nice 
tool for drying tomatoes, pep-
pers, apples, etc. I dry culi-
nary and medicinal herbs and 
flowers by hanging them in a 
dark, warm place like my at-
tic, though the trunk of a car 
on a hot summer day works 
wonders as well and is cheaper 
than buying a solar or electric 
dehydrator. When I have time 
in the fall I can strip the dried 
leaves and store them. 

Canning is a bit more com-
plicated procedure and you 
will need specific supplies, but 
it’s deeply satisfying to look 
in the cupboard in winter and 
see everything you’ve stocked 
up on. My Polish aunt canned 
everything from fruit to veg-
gies to pigs’ feet for winter, so 
the range is broad. One of the 
easiest projects to start with 
for beginners is simple jam or 

jelly from freshly picked fruit. 
There’s nothing quite like it 
in midwinter to have on your 
homemade muffins or pan-
cakes. Or try a red pepper jelly 
which is a scrumptious condi-
ment that also makes a great 
Christmas present!

Another fun way to pre-
serve is pickling veggies like 
cucumbers or dilly beans, but 
lacto-fermented products are 
also becoming wildly popular 
and are super healthy for us. 
Sauerkraut is the most obvi-
ous ferment to make at home, 
but spicy Korean kimchi and 
healthy brews like kombu-
cha are easy, as well. Recipes 
for all of these abound on the 
Web. 

Most importantly, be cre-
ative, have fun and Bon Ap-
petit!

FROM THE FARM
by Eve Springwood Minson

at the Museum. Anyone inter-
ested in exploring genealogy 
and the history of life in Sulli-
van County can call Pat Burns 
at the Museum. The Museum’s 
phone number is 845-434-8044. 

The Museum, located at 265 
Main St. in Hurleyville, is open 
on Sunday from 1p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. and from Tuesday to Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Please visit www.scnyhistory.
org for more information on the 
Sullivan County Historical So-
ciety and the Sullivan County 
Museum.

The Hurleyville United Meth-
odist Church will host the Annu-
al Chicken BBQ Dinner on Sat-
urday, September 16. Volunteers 
at the church will begin serving 
at 4:30 p.m. The price for adults 
and all take-outs is $12. The 
price for children is $6.  

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church is open 
each Thursday (except the first 
Thursday of each month) from 4 
p.m. to 6 p.m. The volunteers at 
the food pantry also provide free 
clothing for families in need on 
the last Thursday of each month.

Volunteers at the church host 
the Community Lunch Program. 
Dates for the program will be 
announced on the church’s page 
on Facebook.

The church hosts a Youth 
Group on Fridays from 7 p.m. 
until 8:30 p.m. Young people 
are invited to join in a variety 
of activities including board 
games, trivia, movie nights, arts 
and crafts. The next date is Au-
gust 18.

A Bible study group is held at 
the church on every Tuesday at 
7 p.m.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more information 

or if you can help with any of 
these activities.   

Plans are underway for the 
third annual “What the Hill?” 
Friend-Raiser Festival hosted 
by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance. The festival will 
be held at the Hurleyville Fire 
House on Sunday, August 27 
from 11a.m. until 4 p.m.   

Festival-goers will enjoy live 
entertainment and there will be 
plenty of fun activities for kids 
of all ages. Local artisans and 
vendors will be on hand to share 
their creations.

Visitors to the festival will 
have an opportunity to learn 
about the adverse effects of ir-
responsible development and 
poor planning on our environ-
ment and our quality of life.    

Vendors, environmental 
groups and community organi-
zations are invited to participate 
in the festival.  Contact Donna, 
845-800-5402, or MaryAnn, 
845-798-5418, for more infor-
mation or to reserve a space.  

The event is open to the pub-
lic and admission is free. Re-
freshments will be available.

Parking will be available at 
the fire house at 166 Main St. in 
Hurleyville.

CHNA volunteers are dedi-
cated to the preservation of the 
unique rural community char-
acter of Thompson and Falls-
burg, protection of the natural 
resource base and encourage-
ment of smart growth.   These 
goals can only be achieved 
when we insure our community 
infrastructure is balanced and 
sustainable.

Visit CHNA at www.colum-
biahill.org or on Facebook for 
more information.

thing akin to the New Orleans 
I remember before Katrina, 
casual with a flavor you can 
almost taste.  But more than 
that, what struck me were 
how good the acoustics are. 
I went there to see Lion Zen 
and they rocked the house as 
always.  As amazing as they 
are they added just that ex-
tra dash of hot sauce to food 
and atmosphere that stand on 
their own.  It’s about the same 
distance from Hurleyville as 
Monticello and well worth the 
trip when you’re looking for 
excellent food and something 
a little different.

For August 
Every Monday
Dutch’s Open Mic: 7 p.m., 

205 Rock Hill Dr., Rock Hill 
Tuesdays
August 8 and 22: Odd Tues-

day with The Greater Sullivan 
County Search and Rescue 
Orchestra, Brew, 5:30-8:30 
p.m., Brew, 280 Rock Hill Dr., 
Rock Hill

Wednesdays
Rock Hill Concert Series, 

Farmer’s Market Park, 223 
Rock Hill Dr., Rock Hill 6:30-
8:30 p.m.

Aug. 9: Evolver
Aug. 16: Jazzmosis
Aug. 23: Breakneck Annie
Aug. 30: Slam Allen
Thursdays
Thursday Summer Concert 

Series at the Gazebo Park, 
Kauneonga Lake, 6:30-8 p.m.

Aug. 3:  Moon Dog
Aug. 10: Rock Hill Ram-

blers
Aug. 17: Bryon Gordon
Aug. 24: David and Julie 

Bloch
Aug. 31: Cathy Paty and 

Company
Sept. 7: Season Finale
Aug. 3 and Sept.7:  Open 

Mic hosted by Jeff Entin, the 
High Falls Café, 12 Stone 
Dock Rd., High Falls

Every Friday
Sorella:  Jazz Standards with 

Defino and Ravdin, and great 
Italian food!  6-9 p.m., 3562 
State Route 55, Kauneonga 
Lake

The Liberty Farmer’s Mar-
ket, 3-6 p.m., School Street, 
across from Manzi’s Café

Fridays:
The Pickled Owl, 218 Main 

St., Hurleyville; 6-9 p.m.
Aug. 5 and 11: (to be deter-

mined)
Aug. 18: Rapid River Boys 

(organic folk)
Aug. 25: The Electric 

Chords (blues, funk, rock, 
jazz)

Aug. 11: The Johnny Jules 
Band, The Fat Lady Café, 13 
Horseshoe Lane, Kauneonga 
Lake

Aug. 11: Debbie Fisher, 
Paul Kean and David Rosen-
berg, Rockland Road House, 
159 Rockland Rd., Roscoe; 
6:30-9:30 p.m.

Every Saturday 
Sorella: Jazz Standards with 

Defino and Ravdin, 3562 State 
Route 55, Kauneonga Lake; 
6-9 p.m.

Saturdays:
The Farmer’s Market in 

Rock Hill, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
223 Rock Hill Dr., Rock Hill

Aug. 5: Too Much
Aug. 12: Sam Hairman
Aug. 19: Keith Newman
Aug. 25: Ralph Houseman
Aug. 12: Roscoe Singer 

Songwriter Festival, 145 
Rockland Road, Roscoe, NY; 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Aug. 19: The Johnny Jules 
Band, Bashakill Vineyards, 
1131 South Rd., Wurtsboro; 2 
p.m.

Pickled Owl, 218 Main St. 
Hurleyville 6-9 p.m.

Aug. 5: Campfire Jones and 
Sara Hulse (roots, bluegrass, 
reggae)

Aug. 12: Barry Schienfeld 
Trio (Jazz)

Aug. 19: Kat and Randy 
(acoustic duo)

Aug. 26: Albi (acoustic va-
riety)

Aug. 19: The Johnny Jules 
Band, Cabernet Franks, 38 
Main St., Parksville; 7:30 p.m.

Aug. 19: Debbie Fisher and 
her Dream Catcher bus will 
be at the Hope Rocks Festival 
in Saugerties at the Cantina 
Veterans Memorial Complex.  
The festival is to instill hope 
in those who struggle with ad-
diction.

Sept. 2: Joshua Tree, Sips 
and Sounds, Clearview Vine-
yard, 35 Clearview Lane, 
Warwick

Every Sunday
Music Where You Least Ex-

pect It: 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
DeFillipis Bakery, 506 Broad-
way, Monticello

The Dancing Cat Saloon:  
#ShineOn, Jazz Brunch, 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m., 2037 State Rte 
17B, Bethel

August 27: The Johnny 
Jules Band, Bashakill Vine-
yards, 1131 South Rd., Wurts-
boro; 2 p.m.

Until next time
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SULLIVAN COUNTY ROCKS!

Catskill Arts Society Hosts Arboreta

EdTech Team Offers Google Classroom 
Workshop in Fallsburg

FALLSBURG-- Just a 
few days after the Fallsburg 
High School Class of 2017 
received diplomas, Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary School and 
Fallsburg Junior High School 
teachers and staff were en-
gaged in professional devel-
opment to improve student 
achievement of students in 
grades 3 through 8. EdTech 
Team instructor Adam Sei-
pel presented two workshops 
in Google Classroom to help 
teachers create and organize 
assignments quickly, give ef-
fective and immediate feed-
back to students, and provide 
easeful communication with 
classes.

The morning workshop was 
for beginners in the program; 
the afternoon session was for 
advanced teachers. The work-

shop is part of the Google for 
Education EdTech Team, paid 
through a three year $150,000 
grant from New York State 
Education Department 
(NYSED) secured by FCSD 
I.T. Director Keith Edwards.

Twenty-one participants in 

the beginners training learned 
how to build resources with 
each other and with students. 
Mr. Seipel said “streams” 
would become the life of a 
teacher’s class. Students will 
learn quickly how to edit 
stream files, how to brain-

storm with each other, how to 
research a project and perform 
group work. He demonstrated  
each step of these processes. 
He showed the ease of insert-
ing a You Tube video that is 
a popular learning tool with 
students and professionals.  
Participants responded enthu-
siastically to the presentation.

The intention of the Grant 
is to lead to a greater number 
and percentage of grade 3-8 
students achieving scores of 
proficiency (Levels 3 and 4) 
on the NYS Common Core 
Assessments. The objective 
of the FCSD staff is to in-
crease these proficiency lev-
els in grade 3-8 English Lan-
guage Arts (ELA) and Math 
by 4% during each year of the 
grant.

by Heather Gibson

HURLEYVILLE – Too 
often I find myself defend-
ing our little hamlet, or 
our county. Don’t get me 
wrong, there are things I 
long for. A good book store 
is the first thing that comes 
to mind. Do I share your 
frustration when it comes 
to Friday afternoon traffic? 
Sure I do!  When 9/11 oc-
curred, I was actually out in 
California. I was grounded 
there for the week when all 
air traffic was shut down. 
As I watched the news, 
non-stop in my hotel room, 
there was only one place 
I longed to be. That place 
was Hurleyville. Because 
when tragedy strikes, it’s 
comforting to be surround-
ed by family and friends. 
People who provide a safe 
place for grief, and can help 
us process this complex ad-
venture called life.

This county is filled with 
good, kind people who care 
deeply for each other. I’ve 
always said, “Small towns 
are filled with people who 
come together to support 
each other.”  

I’ve seen this during 
times of sudden death or 
illness, and when someone 
loses their home to a house 
fire. Time and time again, 
I’ve seen the people of our 
hamlet and county rise to-
gether to show just what 
people can do to help each 
other. Kindness can come 
in big ways, like mentioned 
above, but kindness can also 
be spread with thoughtful 
and intentional simplicity. 

Christina Buckler, of 
Neversink, and her daugh-
ter Cadence were visiting 
relatives in Broome Coun-
ty, NY when the five year 
old found a rainbow painted 
rock at one of the Bingham-
ton parks. This simple rock 
filled Cadence with an in-
credible amount of joy and 

excitement. It turns out the 
rock was painted by an un-
known source from a group 
called Broome County 
Rocks. So Ms. Buckler did 
some research and found 
out that this was a group 
that painted rocks and then 
hid them around the county 
for folks to find. Further re-
search showed that several 
groups around the country 
were also doing this.

Ms. Buckler was moved 
by their efforts and be-
gan our very own Sullivan 
County Rocks.  She went 
home with Cadence and 
painted a bunch of rocks 
and hid them around the 
Neversink area first. This 
movement began to spread 
and rocks have popped up 
in Narrowsburg, Monticel-
lo, Livingston Manor and 
even at greater distances, 
such as New Jersey and 
Florida.  There are groups 
who are actively involved 
in painting, such as BO-
CES and Tri-Valley School 
District. It’s also becoming 
a popular activity for local 
birthday parties.

Sullivan County Rocks 
encourages us all to par-
ticipate in this positive 
movement by keeping the 
paintings kid-friendly and 
positive, using appropriate 
paints, like acrylics, that 
will last outdoors, keep-
ing the rocks outside and 
not trespassing on private 
property, and finally, paint-
ing Sullivan County Rocks 
FB on the back so everyone 
knows it’s part of the group.  
When all of that is done, 
you then can hide the rocks 
around the county in public 
places.

When you find rocks: 
please post your photos/sto-
ries on the Facebook group 
page and then re-locate the 
rocks to a different location 
for someone else to find. 
Please visit their Facebook 
page to see all the pictures 
people have posted of the 
unique and beautifully 
painted rocks they’ve al-
ready found. 

“This is a great way for 
kids to participate in an art 
project that doesn’t neces-
sarily have to get hung up 

PHOTO BY HEATHER GIBSON
Christina Buckler and her daughter Cadence created the 
movement known as Sullivan County Rocks!

PHOTO PROVIDED
EdTech Team Instructor Adam Seipel instructs Fallsburg 
teachers and staff in the morning beginners’ workshop.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Kim Schneeberger (left) as 
Lucy and Heather Strauss as 
Mrs. Lovett in a scene from 
Sweeney Todd.

Sweeney Todd takes the stage at the Rivoli
SOUTH FALLSBURG 

– The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop presents, 
live onstage for six perfor-
mances (August 11-13 and 
18-20), Sweeney Todd: The 
Demon Barber of Fleet Street 
at the Rivoli Theatre in South 
Fallsburg. 

The Tony and Olivier 
Award-winning musical 
thriller features music and 
lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, 
book by Hugh Wheeler and 
is based on the stage play 
by Christopher Bond. One 
of the darkest musicals ever 
written, Sweeney Todd is the 
unsettling tale of an unjustly 
exiled Victorian barber who 
returns to London seeking 
vengeance against the lech-
erous judge who framed him 
and ravaged his young wife.

 The road to revenge 
leads Todd to Mrs. Lovett, 
a resourceful proprietress 
of a failing pie shop, above 
which he opens a new barber 
practice. Mrs. Lovett’s luck 
sharply shifts when Todd’s 
thirst for blood inspires the 
integration of an ingredient 
into her meat pies that has the 
people of London lining up...
and the carnage has only just 
begun! Arguably Sondheim’s 
most perfect score, Sweeney 
Todd is lush, operatic, and 
full of soaring beauty, pitch-
black comedy and stunning 
terror. 

FROM PAGE 1
visiting manager told Ms. 
Horner her pupils were 
dancing too closely.

“I told him, ‘When 
you’re dancing tango, you 
dance close,’” Ms. Horner 
said.

“He said, ‘No, they’re 
dancing dirty.’”

It was only the second 
time Ms. Horner watched 
the film, after living the 

real stories. They could 
have written a movie about 
every summer, Ms. Horner 
said. She talked about what 
life was like at Grossing-
er’s and other resorts, and 
offered to teach anyone the 
choreography of the fa-
mous final dance between 
Baby and Johnny. 

Beth and Howard Kar-
son, and their friends 
Sandy Autorino and Ali-

cia Yanez, have seen the 
film plenty of times, but 
they came to Hurleyville 
just to hear Ms. Horner’s 
stories. The Karsons came 
out from Peekskill after 
reading about the event on-
line, and Mrs. Karson said 
it was beautifully done. 
Hurleyville Arts Centre is 
a beautiful place, she said, 
and she hopes it is success-
ful. 

Ms. Autorino and Ms. 
Yanez have a home in Rock 
Hill, and were thrilled with 
the event.

“We think this was just 
wonderful,” Ms. Autorino 
said.

She said they will also 
plan to spend more time in 
Hurleyville in the future.

“We’re going to try to get 
all our friends to come,” 
Ms. Autorino said.

DANCE continued

cal thinking in a 21st century of 
rational reason.

Walter Stevens developed a 
furniture making technique he 
calls “twig marquetry” in which 
he slices actual twig branches into 
veneers and inlays them using 
marquetry techniques.  The effect 
is at once, rustic and refined. Ste-
vens’ intention is to make branch 
patterns an integral part of the 
furniture, not merely a decorative 
addition. 

Gallery hours at the CAS Arts 
Center are Thursdays – Saturdays 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sundays 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., and Mondays 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. The CAS Arts Center is 
wheelchair accessible.

CAS will host an Artist Talk 
on Saturday, August 5 at 3 p.m., 
followed immediately by a free 
Opening Reception from 4 – 6 
p.m.

All are welcome and light re-
freshments will be served. For 
more information, contact the 
Catskill Art Society at info@
catskillartsociety.org.

PHOTOS BY HEATHER GIBSON
A sampling of some of the rocks painted by participants in the Sullivan County Rocks! Move-
ment.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Judith Garfinkel, a dancer with Heidi Latsky Dance, models 
during an inclusive outdoor fashion show set to the music of 
“Dirty Dancing” outside Hurleyville Arts Centre on July 22.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
The Hurleyville Arts Centre theater was nearly full on July 
22 as visitors gathered to watch “Dirty Dancing” and hear 
Liberty resident Jackie Horner talk about her life teaching 
dance lessons at Grossinger’s Resort.

in your home,” Ms. Buck-
ler said. “Once the rock is 
painted it can now be ad-
mired outside and in the 
community, because we 
are all running out of wall 
space.” 

Congratulations to Chris-
tina Buckler and to all 
who are participating in 
this positive movement. It 
is an active way for all of 
us to enjoy our beautiful 
outdoor environment, to 
spread positive messages, 
and simple artwork that 
bring joy and light to our 
little county that could. So 
next time you find your-
self thinking of positive 
examples of why you love 
living here, think of Chris-
tina and Cadence and don’t 
forget to mention that it’s 
the PEOPLE of Sullivan 
County who truly ROCK!

Director Harold Tighe and 
musical director Amy Phil-
lips ably collaborate to bring 
the tale to the stage with pro-
ducer Heather Strauss, cho-
reography by Kimberly Sch-
neeberger, costumes by Ed 
Berens, technical direction 
by Jim Schmidt, stage man-
agement by Amber Schmidt. 
Grace Summa is assistant 
stage manager and Sarah 
Clark handles properties. 

The talented cast com-
prises Carlos Holden (Swee-
ney), Heather Strauss (Mrs. 
Lovett), Alexis Costa (Johan-
na), Becky Salerno (Tobias), 
Dylan Jones (Judge Turpin), 
Kristopher Rosengrant (An-

thony), Joshua Rosengrant 
(Beadle), Kim Schneeberger 
(Lucy), Timothy Buckley 
(Pirelli), and Amber Schmidt 
(Fogg) with an ensemble in-
cluding Gabby Almonte, Ju-
nior Almonte, Annay Ames-
Shaw, Dolores Baker, Kevin 
Cerda, Amelia Gleyzer, Cole 
Phillips, Matthew Strauss, 
Lillian Tighe and Hannah 
Veety.

Performances of Sweeney 
Todd will be Friday and Sat-
urday, August 11, 12, 18, and 
19 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, Au-
gust 13 and 20 at 2 p.m. at the 
Rivoli Theatre, 5243 Route 
42 (Main Street), South 
Fallsburg., Tickets are $22 
for adults, $18 for seniors 
(60+), students with valid 
ID, Military/Veterans. Don’t 
miss the Opening Night Spe-
cial when all tickets are $10, 
good for the Friday, August 
11performance only. Tickets 
will be available at the box 
office for all performances 
one hour prior to curtain or 
can be purchased in advance 
online at www.ShowTix4U.
com. For additional informa-
tion, phone (845) 436-5336, 
or log onto www.SCDW.net.

Sweeney Todd is produced 
by special arrangement with 
Music Theatre International.

LIVINGSTON MANOR--   
The Catskill Art Society presents 
“Arboreta” featuring the work of 
Teresa Audet, Frid Branham, Al-
lan Rubin and Walter Stevens at 
the CAS Art Center at 48 Main St. 
Livingston Manor from August 5 
through September 3.

Each artist diversely interprets 
and utilizes wood as their me-
dium.

The work of Teresa Audet im-
parts skills gained from furniture 
and woodworking. Deeply in-
spired by Japanese and Korean 
crafts, Audet uses  kozo,  a tradi-
tional Japanese fiber used in pa-
permaking, wood and metal to 
create wall-hanging sculptures. 
Audet’s work draws juxtaposi-
tions between geometric and fluid 
lines, the use of non-essential and 
functional in her inventive use of 
material tone and texture.

Frid Branham’s work is born 
out of her perspective as an archi-
tect reflecting on the conventions 
and history of everyday and home. 
Branham is interested in the subtle 
differences of daily action and 
accumulation: the imprint they 
leave, creating unique interpreta-
tions and physical spaces.

Allan Rubin creates painted 
sculptures made from oil on can-
vas that is stretched over wood 
constructions and found branches.  
Some are abstract interpretations 
of human emotions, others are 
“fetish figures” capturing their 
subjects individual essence.   His 
inspiration comes from tribal 
art and is intended to evoke the 
primitive expressiveness of magi-
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire 
Department is always 
looking to recruit new 
members. You can stop in 
the firehouse on any Mon-
day evening at 7 p.m. to 
get an application or see 
what we are all about. If 
you don’t want to fight 
fire we can use fire police 
or people to work behind 
the scenes and support the 
front line fire fighters. We 
do more than just fight 
fire. We even provide all 

of your gear, and training 
is free.

It is on a sad note that 
I announce that my dad, a 
Past President and 57-year 
member of the Hurleyville 
Fire Department, passed 
away on June 27. As we 
do for all of our departed 
members the firehouse is 
draped in purple bunting 
and the name is put in the 
large red ring in front of 
the firehouse. There will 
be a celebration of his 

life, firematic service and 
a military service on Sat-
urday, Aug. 12, at 1 p.m. 
at the firehouse.

It has been a relatively 
calm summer so far as far 
as calls go. Since the last 
article we have not been 
to the Morningside Four 
Corners. Maybe people 
heeded my advice.

In the county the trou-
ble spot has been on State 
Route 17 by exit 112 in 
Wurtsboro. There have 
been quite a few accidents 
there, especially on Fri-
day nights and Sunday af-
ternoons.

I know it is hot, even 
very hot the last few 
weeks, but now is the time 
to start thinking about 
your winter heating situ-
ation. If you are burning 
wood, now would be the 
time to get seasoned wood 
stacked and ready for the 
winter. Make arrange-
ments to get your chimney 
inspected and cleaned.

Right about now you 
might be ready to fill your 
propane tank for your 
Bar-B-Que. If you are fill-
ing a tank make sure you 
take it to a reliable fill sta-
tion. They should weigh it 
(it is called a 20 pounder 
when full for a reason) 
and make sure the tank 
is in good condition. If a 
tank is over filled and the 
sun heats it up it will vent 
itself. Because the sun 
will heat up a tank they 
are painted white or sil-
ver to reflect the sunlight 
(heat). I have seen people 
paint them different colors 
even black. A black tank 
will absorb the sun light 
and heat the tank causing 
it to vent itself.  It can be 
good that the tank vents 
for safety reasons but if 
it is near an open flame it 
could be disastrous. The 
other option is to just ex-
change the tank.

Propane doesn’t have 
an odor of its own. What 
you smell at a propane 
leak is most likely Mer-
captan, and that smells 
like rotten eggs. The Mer-
captan is added to the pro-

pane to act as an indica-
tor of a leak.  Propane is 
heavier than air and will 
settle close to the ground. 
In many cases it will settle 
in the basement. And this 
is where it could find an 
ignition source such as 
the furnace or hot water 
heater. Many houses use 
propane to heat them, 
cook and/or to heat hot 
water. Should you have 
a propane emergency get 
out of the house and call 
911. You may have that 
rotten egg smell and you 
may hear a hissing sound 
of the gas leaking. 

What can you do if you 
suspect a propane leak?

-CALL 911
-get out of the house
-put out any open 

flames
-do not turn any electri-

cal devices on 
-turn the propane tank 

off
-you may need to call 

a gas technician inspect 
your system

Once you are out of the 
house, do not go back in. 
The fire department will 
advise you when and if 
it is safe to go back in. 
Know who your gas pro-
vider is in case they have 
to be called.

Propane emergencies 
are dangerous and should 
not be taken lightly.

You may or may not 
believe this, but as I was 
finishing up this article 
I went on a call to guess 
where?

Morningside Four Cor-
ners. It was a two-car mo-
tor vehicle accident. It ap-
pears that one of the cars 
ran the red light. Thank-
fully there were only mi-
nor injuries. 

Be careful at Morning-
side Four Corners.

The Splendid Campaign
“Suffrage Is Coming

and So Are They”
Just short of a century ago, 

the November, 1917 election 
presented a referendum to New 
York State voters, which at 
the time consisted of only the 
state’s male population, wheth-
er women should be allowed to 
participate in future elections. 
A similar state-wide measure 
presented to the New York elec-
torate had failed handedly two 
years earlier. Since the 1915 
election, however, the move-
ment for women’s suffrage 
had gained national momen-
tum as more and more states 
ratified similar amendments, 
guaranteeing women the right 
to participate in the electoral 
process in those states. During 
the summer and fall of 1917, 
regional and local advocates 
of the women’s suffrage move-
ment continuously canvassed 
throughout Sullivan County, in 
hopes of gaining support for the 
state referendum to enfranchise 
women in New York. The fol-
lowing articles from the 1917 
Hurleyville Sentinel reported 
on these suffragettes’ activities 
and their progress.

AUGUST 29
Suffragists Here Last Friday

Mrs. Grant and Miss Sara 
Walker of Tarrytown, accom-
panied by Mrs. C W Montgom-
ery, district Assembly leader 
of the Suffrage Party of Sul-
livan County, were present at 
the meeting of the Red Cross, 
Friday afternoon of last week. 
Mrs. Grant and Miss Walker 
each gave a very interesting 
talk; Mrs. Grant on Suffrage 
and Miss Walker on Red Cross 
and White Cross work.

     In the evening Miss Walk-
er spoke on suffrage to a crowd 
near the post office. She point-

ed out to those present how ex-
isting evils could be improved 
if women could help with their 
votes; that they did not want 
men’s political appointments 
or take their work away from 
them, but only to improve ex-
isting conditions.

SEPTEMBER 5
Don’t Fail to Hear Miss 

Foley on Friday Afternoon
Miss Margaret Foley, an in-

teresting and forceful speaker, 
will deliver an address on Equal 
Suffrage, in Hurleyville this 
Friday afternoon at 3 o’clock 
and at Liberty in the evening. 
Everybody is invited to hear 
Miss Foley speak on this topic 
of vital interest, which will be 
voted on at the coming elec-
tion, November 4.

OCTOBER 4
Suffrage News

Miss Montgomery, organizer 
of the Suffrage Clubs of Sul-
livan County, gave a very able 
address in Fred Lawrence’s 
Hall last Friday evening, which 
was enjoyed by those pres-
ent. The following day Miss 
Brooks, assisted by Mrs. Will 

Prince and Mrs. Minnie Knapp, 
made a canvas of the town, dis-
tributing literature and check-
ing off names of the voters 
who were or were not in favor 
of Suffrage. They were greatly 
pleased with the result, two-
thirds of the men interviewed 
being in favor of Suffrage. The 
Women’s Political Club met at 
the home of Mrs. L. H. Prince 
Monday afternoon to further 
plans for the coming election.

OCTOBER 18
Suffragists Busy in Closing 

Days of Campaign
The Sullivan Branch of the 

State Suffrage party is carrying 
on an active campaign in many 
parts of the county. Miss Lou-
ise Grant, popular speaker, has 
been touring in the upper end 
of the county.

     Miss Montgomery an-
nounces that Miss Helen Todd 
will tour Sullivan County the 
last two weeks before election-
day, November 6.

     Miss Montgomery says: 
“Everybody look for a deco-
rated car, with Miss Todd and 
Mrs. Montgomery. Suffrage 
is coming and so are they!” 

Miss Todd knows whereof 
she speaks as she comes from 
states where women have vot-
ed for some time.

NOVEMBER 8
Notable Results

of Tuesday’s Election
-The Town of Fallsburg 

went dry on all four 
propositions

-Five other towns,
including Liberty and 
Thompson went dry
in Sullivan County.

Mamakating and Delaware 
went wet.

-New York State gives
the vote to women
by a big margin.

Following the election, the 
Hurleyville Sentinel offered lit-
tle concerning the county-wide 
election results except with the 
above November 8th headline. 
Election results found in other 
area newspapers show that 
though New York State ap-
proved the state-wide Suffrage 
proposition by a majority of 
90,000 votes, pro-suffrage Sul-
livan County voters [all-male] 
were in the minority; 3314 
voting yes against 3735 no 
voters. Despite these number, 
local and district suffragists 
were heartened by the results. 
Just two years earlier, a simi-
lar state-wide referendum was 
voted down by Sullivan Coun-
ty voters by a margin of two 
and one half to one. The Town 
of Fallsburg made significant 
gains in the 1917 election. Of 
the six Sullivan County town-
ships that supported the refer-
endum, the Town of Fallsburg 
collected the largest margin in 
support of the measure; 422 
voters in favor as opposed to 
367 being opposed.

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

by Kelly Wells and Amanda Letohic

Although August is just start-
ing, here at the Fallsburg Library 
we’re already looking forward 
to September. 

September is “Library Card 
Sign-up Month” and to cel-
ebrate we’re offering those who 
sign up for a new Fallsburg Li-
brary card between September 
1 and September 30 a chance to 
win an iTunes gift card! A Falls-
burg Library card can be issued 
FREE to permanent residents 
and/or property owners within 
the Fallsburg Central School 
District. We just need photo 
ID and proof of residency (tax 
bill, electric bill, year-long lease 
agreement, etc.). 

Already have a Fallsburg 
Library card? Recommend a 
fellow Fallsburg Central School 
District resident to sign up in 
September, and if they mention 
your name, you’ll be entered in 
the raffle too.

With your new library card, 
you’ll have access to tens of 

thousands of books within the 
Ramapo Catskill Library Sys-
tem (47 member libraries), thou-
sands of movies, e-books, and 
electronic databases – including 
the Rosetta Stone Online Lan-
guage Software. With access to 
all of these resources and more, 
your library card really will be 

the most valuable card in your 
wallet.  Although we’re looking 
forward to September, be sure 
to check out some of the great 
programs we have coming up in 
August:

On Monday August 7, we’re 
having a Lego build night! Chil-
dren can come in at 5 p.m. to 
build whatever they want out of 
Legos. On August 9 at 6 p.m., 
it’s a Teen Night at the library! 
Come make some beads out of 
the pages of magazines and turn 
them into jewelry or keychains. 

On August 10 at 7 p.m., we have 
Part Three of our lecture series 
with Sullivan County Historian 
John Conway, “From Barns 
to the Bard: A Brief History of 
Theatre in Sullivan County.” 
Don’t miss it! 

On August 16 at 3 p.m. chil-
dren of all ages are welcome to 
come and see “Here, There and 
Everywhere- Animals Around 
the World” with Jan Berlin. 
Also on August 16, adults are 
welcome to our healthy eating 
presentation by Sullivan County 
Public Health.  As always we 
have our preschool story hour at 
10 a.m. on Tuesdays. Our Sum-
mer Reading Prize Party will 
be on Thursday, August 17 at 6 
p.m. Don’t forget to bring your 
reading logs to earn tickets for 
prizes! 

As you can see, we have 
many great things coming up at 
the Fallsburg Library this month. 
Some programs have limited 
spots, so please call, email, or 
stop in to sign up! Here’s a re-
minder of our contact informa-
tion, call: 845-436-6067, email: 
fbr@rcls.org, stop in: 12 Rail-
road Plaza, South Fallsburg, or 
follow us on social media.

Well-known suffragist Margaret Foley (right) made an oc-
casional appearance in Sullivan County.

The short lived Shakespeare Festival at Fallsburg’s Olympic 
Hotel will be highlighted as part of Sullivan County Histori-
cal John Conway’s program “From Barns to the Bard: A Brief 
History of Theatre in Sullivan County” to be presented at 
the library of Tuesday, August 10.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.
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There are many things that 
can make us “hyper” these days 
and cause tension. But putting 
hyper and tension together to 
form HYPERTENSION is 
nothing to fool around with.

Hypertension is another 
name for high blood pressure. 
A staggering 85 million people 
in America have high blood 
pressure. This medical condi-
tion can severely impact quality 
of life and increase the risk of 
heart disease, stroke, and death.

Simply put, blood pressure is 
the force exerted by the blood 
against the walls of our blood 
vessels. How great the pres-
sure is depends on the work 
being done by the heart and 
the resistance of the blood ves-
sels. We are taught that a sys-
tolic reading of 120 and a dia-
stolic reading of 80 is a normal 
blood pressure. Needless to say, 
should these numbers vary we 
should be alerted to possible BP 
issues.

Every household should have 
a blood pressure kit in order to 
monitor their pressure. All lo-
cal pharmacies have automatic 
machines to perform this easy 
task. And some even take your 
pressure for free! So there is no 
excuse not to have one at your 
disposal. 

Our blood pressure varies 
throughout the day. It is lower 
during sleep and higher when 
we are awake. Having an el-
evated BP for a short time is a 
normal physiological response 
to many situations. Acute stress 
and intense exercise may - -and 
I say may - - contribute to a 
brief elevation in one’s pres-
sure in a healthy person. For 
this reason, a diagnosis of hy-
pertension requires several 
readings over time. However, 
readings of 180/110 or higher is 
a sign of a “hypertensive crisis” 
and warrants immediate medi-
cal attention. 

There are a few risk factors 
that increase the chances of 
having hypertension. Age is 
one of them. With age, blood 
pressure can increase as the 
arteries become stiffer and nar-
rower due to plaque build-up. 
It is more common with those 

that are over the age of 60. 
Yeah, I know! 

Also, it is no secret or shock 
that as we get older, we are less 
active and enjoy going out to 
eat more often. This may lead 
to an increase in our weight. 
Being overweight or obese is 
a key risk factor. Those of us 
that fight high cholesterol lev-
els, have cardiovascular disease 
and other medical conditions 
are predictors for hypertension.

The crazy thing is a person 
with hypertension may not no-
tice any symptoms. This is why 
it is called the “silent killer”. 
Without treatment, hyperten-
sion can cause atherosclerosis 
where the formation of plaque 
results in the narrowing of 
blood vessels. This makes the 
heart pump harder to deliver 
blood to the body. And this, my 
Hurleyville friends, may lead to 
heart failure, heart attacks, and 
stroke.

So let’s fight fire with fire! 
What can we do to limit our 
risk for hypertension?

Lifestyle choices can con-
tribute to the prevention of 
high blood pressure. We have 
always heard ad nauseam peo-
ple tell us the benefits of eating 
fruits and veggies. Well, they 
are right! Reducing the intake 
of saturated fat by eating more 
whole grain and omega-3 en-
riched foods without doubt 
is a step in the right direction. 
Minimizing our salt intake and 
consuming alcohol to a moder-
ate level will also contribute to 
leading a much healthier exis-
tence. And like I said before, 
watching our weight is key. 
Exercise is perhaps one of the 
most beneficial ways to reduce 
our risk for hypertension. And 
there is no better way to do that 
than by a nice brisk walk in the 
morning or after dinner. This 
reduces stress, tension, and 
HYPERTENSION!

For those of us that do fight 
high blood pressure issues, 
regular visits to the doctor and 
being compliant with your 
medication regiment is key to 
leading a long, healthy life. 

Enjoy the summer, Hur-
leyville, and stay well!

“ARE YOU HYPER WITH TEN-
SION?”

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
by Kathleen Sullivan

“ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC 
CHURCH”

Originally part of the Ellen-
ville parish, responsibility for 
maintaining a Hurleyville mis-
sion was transferred in 1874 
to St. Peter’s Church in Mon-
ticello. Some records indicate 
that St. Mary’s was built around 
1875. However, according to 
deeds recorded at the Sulli-
van County Clerk’s office, the 
property was conveyed from 
the Kile family to St. Peter’s 

Church in Monticello in 1906.  
Records from the Sullivan 

County Historical Society and 
the Archdiocese of New York 
verify that St. Mary’s was the 
first mission church of St. Pe-
ter’s Church in Monticello.

Workers and guests from the 
Columbia Hotel joined area 
residents in worshipping at St. 
Mary’s. Boxing champions 
training and fighting in Sulli-
van County…including Jimmy 
Braddock, Floyd Patterson, 
Rocky Marciano and Sonny 
Liston…were parishioners dur-
ing their stays in the Catskills.

The church was closed in 
1978, several years after the 
Columbia Hotel burned down. 
The Archdiocese sold the 
church in 1984 and it was pri-
vately owned until 1993 when 
it was acquired by Sullivan 
County.

The building was primarily 
used for storage by the Sullivan 
County Historical Society until 
2009.

After hearing of the possibil-
ity of the church being demol-
ished, the Hurleyville Com-
plex Committee was formed 
in 2006 to discuss the future 
use of the building. Commit-
tee members included folks 
from Hurleyville-Sullivan 
First, the Sullivan County His-
torical Society, Legislator Jodi 
Goodman and County officials.  
The committee was awarded a 
grant from the New York State 
Council on the Arts to hire an 

architect specializing in historic 
preservation to provide an as-
sessment of the condition of the 
building.

The architect reported that 
the building was in generally 
sound condition and a suitable 
candidate for restoration.

Repairs began at the church 
in 2007. The repairs stabi-
lized the building and stopped 
water entry from the steeple. 
The repairs were funded by 
grants awarded to Hurleyville-
Sullivan First and the Sullivan 
County Historical Society.

Sullivan County transferred 
ownership of the building to 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First in 
2009. A community center is 
planned for the building.  

Since 2009 Hurleyville-Sul-
livan First has been awarded 
grants that were used to install 
new wooden front doors, a 
driveway and a new roof.  The 
most recent project was paint-
ing the exterior.

There are more projects to be 
completed before the St. Mary’s 
Community Center becomes a 
reality. Heating and bathrooms 
must be installed. The building 
must be hooked up to the water 
and sewer system. The electric 
must be connected. 

The building is especially im-
portant to long-time residents 
of Hurleyville who have fond 
memories of weddings, bazaars 
and notable visitors.

The historical significance of 
the building was displayed by 
the efforts of the community to 
save the building. 

St. Mary’s and the Hurleyville 
United Methodist Church flank 

the Sullivan County Museum 
like book-ends.  “The group 
of buildings would look like a 
bird with one wing if the church 
was demolished,” said one Hur-
leyville resident. 

St. Mary’s is one of Hur-
leyville’s many extraordinary 
treasures.

Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com 
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

HIT AND RUN PART III
Fallsburg Constable Bronco 

Kelly certainly has his hands 
full investigating the hit run of 
Sidney Grant Van Keuren in 
Hurleyville, and now it seems 
there was a second hit and run 
not long after, in Liberty. Are 
the two incidents related? Will 
Doc survive his injuries? Will 
the hit and run driver (or driv-
ers) be apprehended? Here is 
Part III of our story…based 
on actual events:

I watched from the doorway 
of the Monticello Hospital as 
Deputy Sheriff Jay Lass drove 
off to help investigate a hit and 
run accident in Liberty. It was 
just after midnight on January 
1, 1932, and a heavy sleet was 
falling. The air was bitter cold 
and raw feeling, and the snow 
already on the ground was de-
veloping a thickening frozen 
crust. Lass would certainly 
have a tricky drive ahead of 
him.

“Constable Kelly?” I heard 
the nurse from earlier calling 
my name from down the hall.

“Constable Kelly, you had 
better come here,” she said, 
catching sight of me before 
pivoting on her heel and re-
treating into the room where I 
had seen Doc.

Dr. Kornblum was just 
straightening up as I en-
tered. He had been bent over 
Doc, stethoscope in hand. He 
pulled the instrument from his 
ears, first one side and then the 
other, before speaking.

“I am pronouncing him 
now. Six minutes after 12 on 
January 1, 1932.”

I stared, not knowing what 
to say. I had been told it was 
unlikely that Doc would ever 
regain consciousness, but I 

had not anticipated his death 
coming so quickly. I had wit-
nessed death before, even 
been present when people I 
knew well had died, but this 
moved me in ways I couldn’t 
explain. I swallowed hard.

“What happens now?” I 
asked.

“Well, Breakey or Dr. Gain 
will perform an autopsy, I sup-
pose. That’s required by law, 
though it will likely not yield 
anything much we don’t al-
ready know. Your friend died 
from massive internal injuries 
as the result of being hit by a 
car.”

Murder, I thought. Some-
one had murdered old Doc, 
the kindest, gentlest man I had 
ever known, a man who would 
never harm a soul. What pos-
sibly could have made some-
one want to do something like 
that?

“I’ll need a copy of the re-
port when it’s completed,” I 
said. “If someone calls me I 
can pick it up.”

“You have a phone?” the 
nurse asked. “Or do we call 
the sheriff’s office?”

“I have a phone,” I said, 
suddenly feeling very tired. 
“I’ll leave you my number.”

My drive home was an ad-
venturous one, as the Liberty 
Road was covered with ice. A 
few of the farmers along the 
road had dumped some ashes 
out in places, but the heavy 
sleet washed them away soon 
after they were spread. I did 
see one road department truck 
as I got closer to Hurleyville, 
the driver easing the vehicle 
along as another man shoveled 
sand out of the back, spray-
ing it across the road as best 
he could. I knew every one of 
the Fallsburg road crew, but 
couldn’t identify either of the 
men through the heavy sleet.

My wife was curled up in 
bed when I got home, but she 
was apparently wide awake, 
because she sat up as soon as I 
entered our bedroom.

“I am so glad you’re home,” 

she said, and even in the dark-
ness I could see the worried 
expression on her face. “The 
weather has been terrible and 
I was worried sick.”

“I’m glad I’m home, too.” I 
said, sitting down on the edge 
of the bed.

“What happened? Mrs. Kile 
called, but she would only say 
you were investigating an ac-
cident and that you were on 
your way to the hospital in 
Monticello. I didn’t want to 
ask a lot of questions.”

“Doc is dead.”
“What? How?” She put her 

arms around me and held me 
as I related the events of the 
evening, omitting my suspi-
cions that Doc had been run 
down intentionally.

“Are you all right? You 
knew him a long time,” she 
said when I had finished.

“You know, when I was a 
kid, I was always bigger than 
everyone else. You probably 
wouldn’t think so, but it made 
me a target. Other kids always 

wanted to fight me to prove 
how tough they were. One 
evening, I guess it was in the 
late fall, because I remember 
I was wearing a new sweater 
my grandmother had knitted 
for me, three guys grabbed me 
behind the Evans ice cream 
factory and were going over 
me pretty good when Doc 
came out of nowhere and ran 
them off. Saved me from what 
would likely have been quite a 
beating.”

“I never knew that.”
“Not sure why, but we 

seemed to hit it off. He’d keep 
an eye on me and let it be 
known that he was. Later on, 
as he got frailer from the kind 
of life he lived and the work he 
did, and I grew older, I kind of 
returned the favor. There were 
some folks in town didn’t like 
him because he was colored. 
Then one night, the local Klan 
got hold of him. The Klan was 
a funny thing around here. 
There weren’t many coloreds 
around, so you’d think there’d 
not be much reason for them 
to exist, but I guess some peo-
ple just have to hate someone, 
so they kept busy harassing 
the Jews who came up for the 
summer or the ones who lived 
here. Gave us Catholics hell 
from time to time, too. Did 
some pretty bad stuff. 

Anyway, they trussed Doc 
up and dragged him off. Who 
knows what they were plan-
ning to do to him. I followed 
them, and while they were 
lighting their cross on fire 
at the top of the hill, I snuck 
up and cut Doc loose. He 
skedaddled out of there, but 
I got caught. Thought sure it 
was gonna be the end of me. 

They roughed me up a bit, 
talking real tough behind their 
sheets, threatening to hang 
me from a tree, and then, out 
of nowhere, Doc comes back. 
He’d escaped, could have got-
ten away, but risked it to come 
back for me. He grabbed one 
of their torches and set fire to 
one of their trucks. Blew it up. 
And both of us were able to 
escape.”

“My God.”
“Two things resulted from 

that night, Irene. For one, I 
had my first drink when Doc 
and I hid in the woods over-
night and split a bottle of 
moonshine he had. I’ll never 
forget the way I felt the next 
morning, and the morning af-
ter that. Never was much of 
a drinker from then on. And 
that’s also when I decided to 
become a cop.”

“I have always said with all 
the training you received in 
the Army, I can’t believe you 
came back here to work as a 
constable.”

“You know I had to come 
back to take care of my mom 
when she was sick. And then I 
met you. No way we’d be to-
gether if I hadn’t come back, 
so why question that? You 
know what? It’s the best thing 
that ever happened to me.”

“Me too. Now come to 
bed.”

So now we know more about 
the bond between Constable 
Bronco Kelly and the hit and 
run victim, Stanley Grant 
“Doc” Van Keuren, but there’s 
lots more we still don’t know. 
Don’t miss Part IV of Hit and 
Run in the next edition of The 
Hurleyville Sentinel!

While the hooded Klansmen were lighting their cross, Bronco was able to free Doc, who got 
away, but they discovered Bronco before he could escape.

An Original Short Story Written by Jack Robbin 
Illustration by Carol Smith 

Based on Actual Events

Members of Hurleyville-
Sullivan First and the Hur-
leyville community cut the 
ribbon celebrating a new 
life for the old church in 
April 2009.

St. Mary’s Church as it looks today.

One of the earliest known photos of St. Mary’s Church, circa 
1915.



each January at SUNY Sul-
livan and is typically one of 
the most competitive high 
school tournaments in the 
country. 

While competing at Cor-
nell, Mr. Palacio was a two-
time All-Ivy League first 
team selection, a four time 
Eastern Intercollegiate Wres-
tling Association finalist and 
two-time champion, and a 
four-time NCAA qualifier. 
He earned All-America hon-
ors by finishing fourth in the 
nation at 157 pounds as a 
junior in 2016, posting four 
straight wins over seeded 
wrestlers before losing in the 
consolation finals. As a se-
nior, he finished sixth in the 
nation at 157 to once again 
qualify as an All-American.

Mr. Ng is excited about be-
ing able to bring a wrestler 
of this caliber to SUNY Sul-
livan, describing Mr. Palacio 
as colorful and animated, as 
well as successful.

“The points fly when he is 
out there on the mat,” Mr. Ng 
said. “I feel he will resonate 
well with the kids.”

The cost of the clinic is $15 
per wrestler with registration 
in advance and $20 per wres-
tler at the door. 

For more information on 
the clinic, or to register, call 
Coach Anthony Ng at 914-
799-5888 or e-mail him 
at ang@sunysullivan.edu.

LOCH SHELDRAKE—
SUNY Sullivan wrestling 
coach Anthony Ng has an-
nounced that two-time All-
American Dylan Palacio of 
Cornell will be conducting 
a clinic at the Paul Gerry 
Fieldhouse on the Loch Shel-
drake campus on Saturday, 
August 19.

The 10 a.m. clinic will be 
open to all age groups, with 

the recommendation that 
participants have at least one 
year of wrestling experience.

Mr. Palacio is originally 
from Long Beach, NY, where 
he won a New York State 
high school wrestling cham-
pionship and placed three 
times in the state tournament. 
He was also a 2012 winner 
of the Eastern States Cham-
pionships, which is contested 
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor
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EXPLORERS PAUSE FOR 
ALL-STAR BREAK

SUNY SULLIVAN HOSTS WRESTLING CLINIC

by Win Hadley

PLATTSBURGH, NY – The 
Empire Professional Baseball 
League has announced selec-
tions for the league’s  2017 All-
Star Game, and the Sullivan 
Explorers are well represented.

The teams will be divided 
into two divisions, East and 
West. The Sullivan Explorers 
and the host Plattsburgh Red-
Birds will represent the West 
side and the Puerto Rico Is-
landers and Old Orchard Beach 
Surge will represent the East.

The West will be managed 
by first half champion manager 
Joe Winkelsas of the Platts-
burgh RedBirds who will be 
assisted by Sullivan Explorers 
manager John Kazarian.

The East will be managed by 
Old Orchard Beach manager 
Pascual Santiago, assisted by 
Puerto Rico Islanders manager 
Dalphie Correa.

Explorers representing the 

West team in the All-Star game 
include catcher Luis Touron, 
shortstop Brandon Young, third 
baseman Luc Pomales, out-
fielders Cole Easley, Joe Flo-
rino and Samuel Carter, and 
pitchers Drue Bravo, Phillip 
Richmond, and Billy Felo.

In addition, Explorers Sam-
uel Carter, Luc Pomales and 
Luis Touron will be among 
twelve participants in the 
league’s Home Run Derby to 
be held in conjunction with the 
All-Star Game.

The Explorers have finished 
the first half of the EPBL season 
with a 15 – 15 record, leaving 
them in third place in the four 
team league. The Plattsburgh 
RedBirds currently lead the 
league at 18 – 12. The Explor-
ers next return home to Gen-
erals Park to host Puerto Rico 
on August 12, and will remain 
home through their final game 
of the regular season against 
Plattsburgh on August 24.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Samuel Carter

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Luc Pomales

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Luis Touron

THE CENTER FOR DISCOVERY DIAMONDS
STILL ON TOP

Sign Erected at BCES Trail in Fallsburg

THE RAIL TRAIL AS CLASSROOM

by Tialisa Yaskanich-Whipple 
(Guest Contributor)

MONGAUP VALLEY – 
The Center for Discovery Dia-
monds pulled off what some 
thought was an impossible 
victory against top-seated ri-
vals L&B Tack on Tuesday 
night, July 18. The Diamonds, 
in their second season in the 
A-Division of the Sullivan 
County Women’s Softball 
League, had squeaked out a 
single run win against veter-
ans L&B Tack to start their 
best-of-three game series back 
in May. L&B Tack came out 
swinging in June when they 
defeated the Diamonds at their 
home field in Harris 14-7, ty-
ing the two powerhouse teams 
for first place in their division.

That tie held strong until the 
teams met at Edward M. Col-
lins Memorial Park. The Dia-
monds lost the coin flip giv-
ing L&B Tack the home team 
advantage. The ladies of L&B 
Tack held the Diamonds in the 
first inning, not allowing any 
runs to score. The Diamonds 
let L&B pitcher Barb Merton 
sneak a run past them and the 
score at the end of the first was 
1-0. The Diamonds countered 
with a two run second inning 
with second baseman Anji Ba-
kos  hitting a double knocking 
in Bari Allor, followed by third 
baseman Jamie VanderMeulen 
hitting a single, allowing Anji 
Bakos to score. L&B couldn’t 

break through the Diamonds’ 
defense in the second, leaving 
the Diamonds ahead 2 -1.

The third inning saw both 
teams score. Diamonds short-
stop Nicole Kothe and left 
fielder Sam Cohn tagged the 
plate and L&B’s pitcher Barb 
Merton also scored, bringing 
the score after three to 4-2, Di-
amonds. The top of the fourth 
brought in another Diamond 
run, while L&B countered 
with two of their own as the 
crowd grabbed the edge of 
their seats going into the fifth 
with the Diamonds leading 
5-4.

First baseman Amanda 
Goddard led off the fifth in-
ning with an impressive triple, 
starting a three-run inning 
countered by a single run 
scored by L&B’s Liz Stubits, 
bringing the score to 8-5 head-
ing into the sixth.

Each team managed two 
runs in the sixth, making the 
score 10-7 in favor of the Dia-
monds heading into the final 
inning.

L&B Tack took the field in 
the top of the seventh with the 
determination that has kept 
them the league champions for 
five impressive seasons. They 
didn’t allow a single run to 
score in the top of the inning, 
and grabbed their bats looking 
to make a final rally to win in 
their last at bat. 

L&B’s longtime first base-
man, Fran Kaiser, hit a single, 

FALLSBURG -- Through 
the generous donation of Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension 
(CCE), a beautiful sign has 
been placed at the trailhead for 
the Benjamin Cosor Elemen-
tary School Hiking and Nature 
Trail behind the school build-
ing. A special thank you goes 
to Emily Devore for the initial 
work, and to SueAnn Boyd for 
seeing the sign through instal-
lation.

Newman Signs created the 
sign, and local contractor Pat 
Mickelson encased it in wood.  
Carpenters Brian Durban and 
Richard Stacey assisted in an-
choring the sign. 

An official opening of the 
Trail was scheduled for the 
last week of school in June, 

but it had to be postponed be-
cause of heavy rains. Admin-
istrator of the grant to restore 
and reconstruct the new trail 
and BCES teacher Leah Exner 
organized a brief ceremony to 
mark the unofficial opening on 

June 19, 2017. On hand were 
students from kindergarten 
through sixth grade chosen by 
teachers as among the most 
dedicated in the Extended Day 
Nature Class. Mrs. Exner re-
ferred to them as Guardians 

of the Trail, and they were 
decked out wearing protective 
equipment and safety gear.

The work that went into the 
design, building and place-
ment of the sign was a small 
but vital part of the many busy 
hands of students, school staff, 
community volunteers, service 
agencies, Town of Fallsburg 
Parks Department, and local 
businesses that helped bring 
the BCES Trail from concept 
through to completion. Key to 
everything was the Sullivan 
Renaissance Healthy Commu-
nity Grant that started the proj-
ect in motion. Special thanks 
go out to all these people on 
behalf of the Fallsburg Central 
School District.

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – It is 
easy to view Hurleyville’s 
Milk Train Trail as strictly a 
recreational feature, but al-
though it is unmistakably that, 
it is already so much more, 
and continues to evolve.

Especially now that a sub-
stantial portion of it is paved, 
the trail, stretching to South 
Fallsburg in one direction 
and to Ferndale in the other, 
draws scores of people daily, 
including hikers and bikers 
and causal strollers, and peo-
ple pushing people in wheel 
chairs. Most of these people 
come strictly for the exercise 
or to experience an hour or so 
of tranquility in a burgeoning 
green space, but for some, 
there is another aspect of the 
trail that sets it apart from 
other recreational venues. 
They have come to recog-
nize that the trail is a veritable 
classroom where history and 
biology vie for attention and 
ultimately converge into one 
consistent narrative. 

And this aspect of the Milk 
Train Trail’s personality will 
soon be enhanced, as the 
Fallsburg Parks and Recre-
ation Department and The 
Center for Discovery col-
laborate to develop and erect 
interpretive signage along its 

expanse.
The signs will provide users 

with information on historical 
events, such as the gruesome 
boiler explosion on an O&W 
Railway passenger train that 
claimed three lives in Febru-
ary of 1907, or the signifi-
cance to the local farmers of 
the creamery that was erected 
adjacent to the tracks in the 
1880s, but they will also point 
out and describe flora and fau-
na along the way.

From birch to oak to willow 
tree and from huckleberries, 
blackberries and elderberries 
to sunflowers, dozens of col-
orful and useful plants grow 
prolifically on either side of 
the trail, changing along the 
way with such things as the 
topography of the land, the 

moisture in the air, and the 
acidity of the soil. 

“It is fascinating to consider 
all the different pieces of the 
eco system that exist along 
the trail,” said Eve Minson, 
a contributor to The Hur-
leyville Sentinel who works 
at The Center for Discovery 
and is helping to develop the 
signage. “Some of the plants 
along the trail are native 
plants, others are invasive, 
and there are great stories as-

sociated with each of them.”
Ms. Minson, who has 

earned two Masters Degrees 
from Cornell in Landscape 
Architecture and Natural Re-
sources, can barely take a step 
anywhere on the trail without 
launching into a lesson on 
the greenery along the edge, 
sometimes reaching out to 
cradle a branch or a flower in 
her hands for emphasis, or to 
pick a berry simply because 
they taste so good. From the 
medicinal uses of the sumac 
or the hemlock by the local 
Native Americans of the eigh-
teenth century to the current 
discovery of the benefits of 
the dreaded Japanese knot-
weed, she leaves no stone—
or leaf-- unturned.

If the signage, once it is 
in place, can convey a frac-
tion of the information Ms. 
Minson shares on a leisurely 
walk, it will solidify the Milk 
Train Trail as an educational 
resource as well as a recre-
ational one.

PHOTO PROVIDED
SUNY Sullivan Wrestling 
Coach Anthony Ng.
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Two time NCAA wrestling All-American Dylan Palacio of 
Cornell will be conducting a clinic at SUNY Sullivan on Sat-
urday, August 19

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY 
Eve Minson, a veritable encyclopedia of knowledge about 
the ecosystem that exists along the Milk Train Trail, is help-
ing to develop signage to impart some of that knowledge to 
those using the Trail.

followed by shortstop Mary 
Smith with a single. Third 
baseman Trish Tuttle hit a 
groundball to shortstop Nicole 
Kothe, giving her a split sec-
ond to go for the run or the out. 
She made the choice to take 
the out and allow Fran Kaiser 
to score, making the game that 
much more interesting at 10-8 
with the tying run on base. 
Second baseman Autumn 
Ackerly then hit a single, but 
left fielder Holli Schoonmaker 
was caught out, leaving L&B 
with bases loaded and down 

to their final out, as Jen “Jill” 
Wright stepped to the plate. 
She hit a rocket to left field, 
where Samantha Cohn raced 
to catch the final out. 

This marked the 18th win of 
the season for the Diamonds 
against only one loss, to L&B 
Tack back in June. The Dia-
monds followed the July 18 
win with a 24 to 3 victory in 
Swan Lake against Fosterdale 
Equipment the following eve-
ning, and there are only two 
games left in the season before 
the playoffs.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Designated as BCES Guardians of the Trail are Olivia DeGraw 
and Layla Marie Hermann (left side of sign bottom pair), 
Brianna Noller and Layla Marie Russell (middle row), Alex 
Depuy-McBride (rear), and Rizzi Medina, Fred Cederlund 
and Pandora Baer (right side of sign front to rear). 
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