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BASKETBALLIT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE
by Amanda Loviza

SOUTH FALLSBURG — 
The Fallsburg Central School 
District may be small, but it’s 
not lacking in diversity. About 
half of the district’s students 
identify as Spanish/Latino, 
and 15 percent of the popu-
lation are English Language 
Learners (ELL). That’s more 
than twice the language learn-
ers the district had a decade 
and a half ago, and for several 
years it has been clear the dis-
trict needed more resources 
for these students.

When faced with state re-
quirements to accommodate 
the high percentage of lan-
guage learners, Fallsburg de-
cided to craft a program with 
the potential to benefit all 
students. This fall, Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary kicked off 
a Dual Language Program for 
kindergarten and first grade, 
offering students the opportu-
nity to be in classes that alter-
nate between days of English 
instruction and days where 
they are taught in Spanish. 
Forty students in first grade 
and 37 kindergarteners have 
enrolled in the first year of 
the dual language program, 
receiving half their lessons in 
each language. Just over half 
the students in the program 
are ELL, while a third are 
native English speakers with 
no Spanish proficiency and 
the rest are already bilingual 
in the two languages. In this 
new program, students from 
both language backgrounds 
are building the foundation to 

bilingualism.
Research shows that be-

ing bilingual has a multitude 
of benefits. From sharpening 
decision making skills and the 
ability to focus on a task to 
later preventing dementia, bi-
lingualism improves a variety 
of cognitive skills, Fallsburg 
Superintendent Dr. Ivan Katz 
discussed. Practically speak-
ing, in the U.S. there are also a 
lot of jobs that seek individu-
als fluent in both English and 
Spanish. Fallsburg is thinking 
beyond graduation day, to-
ward helping students devel-
op skills that will lead to good 
careers and increased earning 
potential.

“There’s going to be a lot 
more doors opened to students 
down the road because of this 
opportunity,” Dr. Katz said.

In the classroom, Span-
ish first grade teacher Jeanne 
Espinoza said it’s been amaz-
ing to see ELL students open 
up and start participating in 

HURLEYVILLE — It 
will be a busy December 
in Hurleyville, starting 
with a festive new family-
friendly event, Holiday in 
Hurleyville, on Saturday, 
Dec. 2. 

The businesses of Main 
Street have come together 
to plan a day of shopping, 
arts and live music to kick 
off the holiday season in 
style. The bustle will con-
tinue throughout the month 
with ongoing exhibits, a 
holiday cabaret and a win-
ter solstice celebration.

Free activities for Holi-
day in Hurleyville will be-
gin at 11 a.m., Dec. 2, up 
and down Main Street. The 
Sullivan County Historical 
Society will have its annu-
al holiday open house and 
a theme tree exhibit at the 
Sullivan County Museum. 
Fiber on Main is hosting 
a pop-up shop for Buck 
Brook Alpacas, a Roscoe 
farm and fiber operation 
that raises alpacas and pro-
duces hypoallergenic yarn. 
The fuzzy animals will 
be visiting Hurleyville as 
well, set up for children’s 
visits outside the store.

Community members 
can admire—and buy—
their talented neighbors’ 

work at the Delaware Val-
ley Arts Alliance’s “Radius 
Hurleyville” show in Gal-
lery 222, alongside a mak-
ers market where members 
of the Hurleyville Makers 
Lab will sell their cre-
ations. The Hurleyville 
Arts Centre will host two 
free performances by Main 
Street Dance, and offer 
free yoga sampler and es-
sential oils classes in the 
afternoon. Sullivan Coun-
ty Historian John Conway 
will give visitors a taste of 
Hurleyville’s fascinating 
cultural and natural histo-
ry in a guided walk along 
the paved Hurleyville rail 
trail at 1 p.m. Families can 

visit the Hurleyville Mak-
ers Lab for kids’ crafts, a 
festive photo booth and 
Christmas train displays.

Handmade and lo-
cal gifts will be for sale 
throughout town, and food 
and drink specials will be 
offered at the Hurleyville 
Market, Frankie and John-
ny’s and the Pickled Owl. 
There will be live music 
performances by a variety 
of popular local artists, in-
cluding David Rosenberg, 
Debbie Fisher-Palmarini, 
Paul Kean, Lee B. Karasik 
“The Great Kazoo,” Alan 
Sorensen, Kevin McDan-
iel, and Lion Zen, on a 
Party Master stage in the 

center of town. Down the 
road at SUNY Sullivan, 
there will be doubleheader 
men’s and women’s bas-
ketball games.  

The official lighting of 
the community tree will 
occur at 4:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by a Main Street 
Dance encore performance 
and then a $5 showing of 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” 
with popcorn at 7:30 p.m. 
at H.A.C.

One week later, Hur-
leyville Arts Centre is 
hosting the Forestburgh 
Playhouse Holiday Caba-
ret on Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $20 in advance 
and $25 at the door.

The second annual Hur-
leyville Community Win-
ter Solstice Celebration 
will be on Thursday, Dec. 
21, with activities start-
ing at 4 p.m. One mile of 
the Rail Trail will be lined 
with luminaria to usher 
in the beginning of win-
ter. There will be a fire pit 
and acoustic music at the 
trailhead, and community 
members will read winter 
poetry on the trail. Live 
music, hot apple cider and 
films will be in the Hur-
leyville Arts Centre. 

FALLSBURG LAUNCHES 
DUAL LANGUAGE PROGRAM

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES ABOUND 
IN HURLEYVILLE
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An “Aisle Seat” review 
by Lori Schneider

HURLEYVILLE-- A 
Standing Room Only 
crowd packed the 140 seat 
auditorium to beyond ca-
pacity - literally littering 
the aisles of the Hurleyville 
Arts Centre on Saturday 
evening, November 4th as 
three diverse, engaging and 
engrossing master storytell-
ers presented Super Stories 
- Stories of Resilience. The 
theme of the evening was 
“resilience” and through 
comic and poignant stories, 
each explored different fac-
ets of that theme.

A Hurleyville girl, myself, 
I had attended the opening 
of the Centre last December 
for It’s a Wonderful Life on 
the big screen. Totally im-
pressed with the venue, I 
was disappointed that the 
event drew such a small 
crowd (it was an icy night, 
and the roads were fairly 
dicey, so I’m sure that had 
a lot to do with the turnout). 
That said, it was great to see 
this lovely venue Saturday 
night, filled to overflowing 
- even having to turn people 
away at the door. I’m told 
this was their first sold-out 
event, but I’ve a feeling it 
will be the first of many. 
And no wonder; with a 
warm, welcoming, intimate 
atmosphere, state-of-the-
art, well-appointed facil-
ity and the ability to attract 
world class entertainment, 
it’s high time the Arts Cen-
tre is getting the audiences 
they well deserve.

Ophira Eisenberg, Adam 
Wade and Peter Aguero 
captivated with storytelling 
prowess that had the audi-
ence hanging on every hu-
morous and heartfelt word. 
The three have been work-
ing together for years and 
their camaraderie shows. 
They’ve all performed on 
the Moth Radio Hour on 
NPR and have toured North 
America with The Moth 
Mainstage. Moth Radio de-
buted in 2009 and is a Pea-
body Award-winning week-
end afternoon staple airing 
on over 450 public radio 
stations.

The three performers each 
have a totally different style, 
look and delivery and yet, 
they complement each oth-
er beautifully with a fresh, 
remarkable rapport. Peter 
Aguero, sporting a long 
braid and beard is brawny, 
tattooed and dressed in 
jeans and a short sleeved 
shirt. Ophira Eisenberg is 
dressed as if she might be 
going to a wedding, in sil-

ver heels and a sparkly, 
pleated dress. Adam Wade 
is conservatively clad in a 
corduroy sport jacket (with 
leather elbow patches) and 
glasses. Wade has nerdy 
nervousness and insecurity 
down to a science - from 
his demeanor to tentative 
speech patterns. Aguero’s 
rich voice and self-dep-
recating humor turn on a 
dime to bring on misty eyes 
and a lump to the throat. 
Eisenberg’s warmth and 
down-to-earth approach to 
storytelling show off her 
strengths and vulnerabili-
ties.

Unlike most productions 
reviewed by Aisle Seat, 
performances at the Hur-
leyville Arts Centre are 
one-shot deals. So, while I 
can’t say that this produc-
tion has additional perfor-
mances you can catch, what 
I can say is two-fold; keep 
an eye out for these versa-
tile performers when they 
appear elsewhere, and keep 
an ear out for future events 

coming to this wonderful, 
local venue (and book your 
tickets early!) 

The Hurleyville Arts Cen-
tre is located at 219 Main 
Street in Hurleyville. For 
information about upcom-
ing events, visit them online 
at hurleyvilleartscentre.org 
or call (845) 707-8047.

Lori Schneider, an actress 
and director in local theatre 
for more than 30 years, writes 
independent reviews of local 
dramatic performances for her 
Facebook page, Aisle Seat. For 
more reviews, visit Aisle Seat on 
Facebook.

by John Conway

MONTICELLO-- During his 
first two years in office, Sullivan 
County Legislature Chairman 
Luis Alvarez has developed a 
reputation for being the ubiqui-
tous Legislator.

“People tell me they’ve rarely 
seen a legislator this visible in 
the community,” Mr. Alvarez, 
who represents District 6, which 
includes Hurleyville, says. “It’s 
important to me to understand 
the needs and concerns around 
all of Sullivan County, which is 
why I show up at town and vil-
lage board meetings and travel 
throughout the County.” 

Mr. Alvarez says he is proud of 
the fact that under his leadership 
the Legislature has been able to 
translate many of the concerns 
people have voiced into concrete 
accomplishments, making the 
county a better place in which to 
live and work.

For example, the Legislature 
scheduled two public forums 
allowing residents to comment 
on the recommendations of 
the Charter Review Commis-
sion, two of which—adopting 
a County Executive form of 
government and staggering the 
terms of Legislators-- seem to be 
on the minds of many. The hear-
ings are a first step toward sub-
mitting the proposed changes to 
a public vote, which could come 
as early as November of 2018.

Mr. Alvarez says the Legisla-
ture has a number of high profile 
accomplishments, such as the 

construction of the new jail and 
working with County Manager 
Josh Potosek to bring on much-
needed new staff, and plenty of 
less visible achievements, in-
cluding:

· Creation of an Addiction Re-
ferral Line

· Joining suit against pharma-
ceutical companies who unscru-
pulously peddle opioids

· Live broadcasting of month-
ly full Legislature meetings 

· Participating in Sullivan 180 
health partnership

· Advocating for and support-
ing EMS/fire volunteers, includ-
ing EMS Roundtable

· Quickly and effectively re-
sponding to flooding in Livings-
ton Manor

· Renovating and updating 
Government Center’s heating, 
ventilation, lighting and side-
walks 

· Strengthening the Home 
Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP) into a statewide role 

model
He also cites improved rela-

tionships with SUNY Sullivan 
and with county employees, and 
feels as if the county government 
has become more open and wel-
coming in general.

While he has focused much of 
his energy on being a quiet, ef-
fective leader, Mr. Alvarez has 
also managed several notewor-
thy accomplishments as an in-
dividual, including his appoint-
ment in September to the Board 
of Directors of the National As-
sociation of Counties. He also 
points to the relationship he has 
developed with Governor Cuo-
mo and his staff, with whom he 
regularly communicates in order 
to ensure the county’s needs are 
heard and understood.

Mr. Alvarez seems unafraid to 
try things that few other Chair-
men have attempted, including 
delivering his State of the Coun-
ty address in person to each of 
the county’s 15 towns and mak-
ing himself available to discuss 
county issues and initiatives ev-
ery week on the radio.

Mr. Alvarez, who speaks fluent 
Spanish, has worked to increase 
participation in the governmen-
tal process of the county’s grow-
ing Latino community, and has 
maintained his long running 
involvement in the Sheriff’s of-
fice’s DARE Program.

Still, he admits there is much 
work to be done. Mr. Alvarez 
produces a lengthy list of goals 
for 2018, headed by a concerted 
effort to improve on the county’s 

bottom-of-the-state rankings in 
health and wellness. Other ini-
tiatives include: 

· Pouring $10 million into 
bridge and road repairs/replace-
ment, plus $6 million for paving

· Increasing funding for local 
agencies involved in economic 
development

· Incentivizing cleanup of mu-
nicipal blight         

· Creating a Crisis Stabiliza-
tion Center for the homeless and 
others

· Consolidating services as 
identified in the shared services 
initiative filed with the state

· Creating a program to finan-
cially assist towns and villages 
in worthy projects

· Partnering in the creation of 
a new Visitors Center

· Creating a Youth in Busi-
ness/Government Program with 
Sullivan County Chamber of 
Commerce

· Renovations at the County 
Courthouse 

· Replacing the Adult Care 
Center parking lot (and renam-
ing the facility)

· Going as paperless as pos-
sible 

· Planning for 50th  anniver-
sary of Woodstock in 2019

And Mr. Alvarez says his con-
stituents can be sure he will re-
main visible and accessible.

“I want to hear what people 
have to say, and I want them to 
hear – and see – that it’s not all 
about me but about all of us. 
That’s my motto: ‘Let’s All Walk 
Together.’”

“SUPER STORIES” SELLS OUT HURLEYVILLE ARTS CENTRE

“UBIQUITOUS LEGISLATOR” Looking forward to 2018

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
From left, storytellers Peter Aguero, Ophira Eisenberg and 
Adam Wade present “Super Stories: Stories of Resiliency” in 
a sold-out Hurleyville Arts Centre on Nov. 4.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Legislature Chairman Luis 
Alvarez looks forward to 
2018.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Kindergarten teacher Veronica Serrano, who teaches her 
students in Spanish as part of Fallsburg Central School Dis-
trict’s new Spanish dual language program, leads an activity 
in the classroom.

class more now that they can 
express their ideas more ef-
fectively using their native 
language. The same goes for 
parents, Spanish kindergarten 
teacher Veronica Serrano said. 
Spanish-speaking parents 
who were unable to help their 
children with schoolwork are 
now excited to be involved.

“I think they feel more part 
of our school community 
now,” Ms. Serrano said.

It’s been a huge grow-
ing experience for all the 
students, even in just a few 
months. The English speak-
ing students have lost their 
deer-in-headlights look dur-
ing Spanish class. For the 
Spanish students, Ms. Ser-
rano said it is wonderful to see 
ELL students, who have been 
the “other,” now stepping for-
ward and being role models 
to the other students, helping 
non-Spanish speakers learn 
their language. 

Parents of the students from 

both language backgrounds 
have been enthusiastic in their 
support of the dual language 
program. Ms. Espinoza said 
she had an English speaking 
mother recently express her 
appreciation and amusement 
that her child now reads bet-
ter in Spanish than in English, 
because she wants to do all 
her reading in Spanish. It’s 
a real benefit to both groups 
to learn two languages, first 
grade English teacher Domi-
nick Scanna said. 

The four dual language 
program teachers are lucky 
school administrators are let-
ting them “steer the ship,” 
kindergarten English teacher 
Scott Persten said. They have 
the freedom to be flexible and 
creative, and to help shape a 
program that will continue to 
grow and benefit students for 
years to come.

Assistant Superintendent 
for Curriculum and Instruc-
tion Dr. Matthew Evans, who 
has been the driving force 
behind the dual language pro-
gram, called it one of the most 
rewarding things he’s done, 
personally and professionally. 

Support for the program, 
from staff and families, has 
been overwhelmingly posi-
tive, Dr. Katz said, and the 
district will seek to expand the 
program.

“The drive behind this is 
knowing down the road that 
this will make a difference in 
the lives of kids,” Dr. Katz 
said.

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL
The second annual Hurleyville Community Winter Solstice 
Celebration will be on Thursday, Dec. 21, with activities 
starting at 4 p.m.
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

Q. What do you most look forward to or enjoy about the 
Christmas or holiday season?

“I always look forward to spending time with family and 
holiday traditions. And this year I am excited about taking 
part in the ‘Holiday in Hurleyville’ festivities.”

“What I enjoy most 
about this time of 

year is giving.  I 
enjoy giving to oth-

ers; it can be gifts, 
or a kind word. That 

makes this time of 
year magical for 

me. ”

Lily Mei: “I look forward to my elf returning, to buying my 
family and friends presents, receiving presents and celebrat-
ing Jesus’ birthday.”

Sarah: “I look forward to time slowing down, helping to make 
wishes come true for less fortunate families, and being able to 
experience the wonder and magic of the season all over again 
through my daughter’s eyes.”

“Christmas time 
just gives you 

this warm fuzzy 
feeling inside. It’s 

the best time of 
the year.”

The annual election of the 
Hurleyville Fire District will 
take place on Tuesday, De-
cember 12 from 6 until 9 p.m. 
at the Hurleyville Fire House.

The purpose of the elec-
tion is to elect one Commis-
sioner for a five-year term, 
beginning on January 1, 2018, 
and ending on December 31, 
2022. 

All voters registered with 
the Sullivan County Board 
of Elections on or before 
November 22, 2017, and re-
siding within the Hurleyville 
Fire District are eligible to 
vote.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
will hold the 21st Annual 
“Deck the Doors” Holiday 
Decorating Contest on Thurs-
day, December 21.  All holi-
day-decorated doors in the 
hamlet are eligible. 

The group will begin tour-
ing every road in Hurleyville 
at 6 p.m. and judge doors 
decorated for the holidays. 
Please make sure your lights 
are turned on. 

Winners of the contest will 
be awarded prizes provided 
by Hurleyville business own-
ers and members of Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First.  

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
meets on the third Thursday 
of each month at 7 p.m. at the 
Hurleyville Firehouse. The 
meetings are open to every-
one interested in the revital-
ization and beautification of 
Hurleyville.  

You can find Hurleyville-
Sullivan First on Facebook 
and you can visit www.hur-
leyvilleny.com for more in-
formation about Hurleyville 
and Hurleyville-Sullivan 
First. 

The Sullivan County Mu-
seum will be decked out in 
holiday finery throughout the 
month of December.  Hol-
iday-themed trees, wreaths 
and exhibits created by indi-
viduals and organizations will 
be on display for everyone to 
enjoy.  

The Sullivan County His-
torical Society is now able 
to have its school yearbook 
collection digitized and made 
searchable. The free service is 
provided by Oklahoma Cor-
rection Industries to commu-
nity organizations, including 
libraries and historical societ-
ies. OCI is a rehabilitation and 
jobs training program that is 
affiliated with the Oklahoma 
Department of Corrections.  

The society currently has 
about 100 Sullivan County 
yearbooks ready to be digi-
tized. There are gaps in the 
collection that the society 
would like to fill before ship-
ping the yearbooks out for 
digitization: 

Fallsburg - 1951, 1958, 

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.

Welcome to the official “Hol-
iday Season!” I must confess 
that the older I get, the more of 
a love/hate relationship I have 
with this time of year. It’s joy-
ous and wonderful, I love the 
lights and the decorations, the 
fact that everyone is filled with 
good cheer….just don’t try 
driving anywhere! But I will 
be driving, as there are some 
wonderful things happening 
this December.  

Straatsburgh, NY is definite-
ly one of my destinations for A 
GILDED AGE CHRISTMAS 
at the Mills mansion. This, 
I’m sure, will be a marvelous 
adventure with a “wow” factor 
off the charts as one experienc-
es the grandeur of what Christ-
mas would have been like for 
the very wealthy of the era be-
tween the Civil War and WW1. 
The admission is reasonable, 
$8 for adults, $6 for students 
and seniors.  This extravagan-
za runs through December 31. 
For more information, check 
out their Facebook page.

Chef Jamie at the Neversink 
General Store will be creating 
his own culinary extravaganza 
as he sets the menu for his cater-
ing of Christmas fare. Whether 
for ten, or just you (because 
you don’t want to cook), Chef 
will accommodate. Go to their 
Facebook page or give Chef 
Jamie a call for more details. I 
will say this: if he offers Beef 
Wellington – I’m IN.

And speaking of extravagan-
zas, the Holiday in Hurleyville 
event is one I can walk to! 
From 11 a.m. until 9:30 p.m. 
on December 2, all of our fa-
vorite local performers will be 
on hand to provide the musi-
cal backdrop for the rest of 
the festivities, hosted in part 
by The Hurleyville Sentinel 
and two of my favorite places, 
The Pickled Owl and Fiber on 
Main.

Annie Cadden

Sean Wall-Carty

Lily Mei (left) and Sarah Balmer

Morgan Van Keuren

Now that days are short, 
there is time to be busy indoors 
without guilt that the outdoors 
needs attention. This time of 
year I enjoy taking care of things 
I’ve neglected for months, like 
houseplants that need repotting 
or getting new amaryllis bulbs 
and Paper-White Narcissus for 
a winter thrill! These also make 
lovely holiday gifts for your 
plant-loving pals. 

If it’s not too cold you can 
still clean up your bird feeders 
for winter by soaking in a tub 
with soap and then dunking in 
a dilute vinegar solution for an 
hour. Rinse off and hang. Most 
birds waste grain mixes looking 
for sunflower seed so I just feed 
sunflowers. Thistle seed is fed to 
finches in a thistle feeder. Birds 
also love suet, along with fruit 
and nuts, though the squirrels 
and chipmunks might get the 
fruit before the birds do, so I put 
out fruit and veggie trimmings 
for them in winter far from the 
bird seed.

If you are crafty you may 
have already made jams, salsas, 
herb-infused vinegars and oils 
for yourself and as holiday gifts. 
Make nice labels and put festive 
ribbons around jars and bottles. 
Other DIY holiday gifts include 
wreaths and holiday arrange-
ments. Use evergreen boughs, 
dried branches of Winterberry, 
red and yellow-twig Dogwood 
and others which look great in 

containers by your front door or 
painted silver or gold in arrange-
ments. Place creatively into out-
door containers before the soil 
freezes along with juniper, ce-
dar, curly willow, dried flowers 
and seed pods, pine cones and 
colored ribbons. Use only plas-
tic containers outdoors in winter 
as pottery will crack and break 
when frozen.

If you saved culinary or tea 
herbs and dried flowers, you can 

now work these into gift ideas. 
Friends will also love seeds from 
your favorite flowers. Write the 
name of the plant and year on 
the decorated envelope. There 
are many other fun winter DIY 
kitchen crafts you can now en-
joy like soap-making or creating 
herbal salves or lip balms. You’ll 
be so happy with what you’ve 
made with your own hands.

Happy holidays!

FROM THE FARM
by Eve Springwood Minson

1965, 1968, 1972, 1973, 
1980, 1983, and any before 
1947 and after 1987

Liberty - 1943-1946, 1948, 
1959, 1964, 1966, 1968-1974, 
1976-1979, and any before 
1942 and after 1980 

Monticello - 1932, 1933, 
1936-1938, 1941, 1965, 
1969-1972,1976, 1980 and 
any after 1983

Tri-Valley - 1959, 1962 and 
any before 1958 and after 
1964 

Delaware Valley - 1946, 
1947, 1949, 1950, 1952, 
1953, 1963 and any before 
1945 and after 1968

Sullivan West - all years
Eldred - any before or after 

1990
Roscoe - any before or after 

1952
Livingston Manor - any be-

fore 1993 or after 1994
Jeff-Youngsville - any be-

fore or after 1949
Narrowsburg - 1962, 1963, 

any before 1961 and after 
1964	  

Sullivan County Commu-
nity College - any after 1974

Please contact the society if 
you have yearbooks you can 
donate to the collection. The 
society can be reached at 845-
434-8044 or at genealogy@
scnyhistory.org. 

The museum also has a 
“gift shop” offering a collec-
tion of Sullivan County-relat-
ed books, maps, posters, post-
cards and memorabilia. 

Anyone interested in vol-
unteering to explore geneal-
ogy and the history of life in 
Sullivan County can call Pat 
Burns at the museum. The 
museum’s phone number is 
845-434-8044. 

The museum, located at 265 
Main Street in Hurleyville, is 
open on from Tuesday to Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.

Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more information 
on the Sullivan County His-
torical Society and the Sulli-
van County Museum.

All are welcome to attend 
Christmas Eve services at the 
Hurleyville United Methodist 
Church on Sunday, December 
24 at 5:30 p.m.

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church is open 
each Thursday (except the 
first Thursday of each month) 
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. The vol-
unteers at the food pantry also 
provide free clothing for fam-
ilies in need on the last Thurs-
day of each month. Donations 
made to the food pantry now 
can help make the holidays 
more special for our neigh-
bors.

Services are held at the 
church each Sunday from 9 
until 10 a.m.

The church holds prayer 

Let me just say a few words 
about Fiber on Main. I first 
became acquainted with this 
through the Knit In, which 
Annie Cadden offers free to 
the public on the second and 
fourth Wednesdays of every 
month. I have seen these grow 
from “everybody bring the 
project you’re working on, be 
it knitting or crocheting” to a 
wonderful exchange of skills 
and ideas, where new friend-
ships are formed and where 
experienced yarn workers like 
myself are allowed the ability 
to explore new things through 
the classes offered. I’m actu-
ally thinking about learning to 
spin my own yarn!!! Be sure 
you stop in and say hello dur-
ing Holiday in Hurleyville!  
But only if you pet the Alpacas 
in the park FIRST!

Fridays: 
Sorella:  Jazz Standards with 

Defino and Ravdin, and great 
Italian food!  6-9 p.m., 3562 
State Rte 55, Kauneonga Lake

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main 
St, (Exit 98 off 17W), Parks-
ville; 8 p.m.

Dec 1: Handsome Johnny; A 
tribute to the late great Richie 
Havens (7:30 -10 p.m.)

Dec 8: Little Sparrow (7 – 8 
p.m.) and MIZ (8 – 10 p.m.).  
Put 2 stars by this and DO 
NOT MISS it!!!

Dec 15:  Those Guys “Christ-
mas Show” Modern Mountain 
music from 7:30 – 10 p.m.

Dec 22: The Johnny Jules 
Band; hot rockin’ blues and a 
Dobro! (7:30 – 10 p.m.)

Every Saturday: 
Sorella: Jazz Standards with 

Defino and Ravdin, 3562 State 
Rte 55, Kauneonga Lake; 6 – 9 
p.m.

Saturday December 2:  Holi-
day in Hurleyville with Lion 
Zen, Debbie Fisher, Alan So-
rensen, Lee Karasik (The Great 
Kazoo), and many more! 11 

a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Pickled Owl, 218 Main 

Street, Hurleyville; 6 – 9 p.m. 
Dec 2: Chrissy Alventi 

(Acoustic Variety)
Dec 9: The Acquaintances 

(Jazz to Rock) Another show 
not to miss!!!

Dec 15:  Those Guys (Mod-
ern Mountain)

Dec 23: Marc Delgado (Solo 
Acoustic)

Dec 30:  Rare Form (Funk 
Rock)

Dec 31:  New Year’s Eve; 
Talking Machine (8 p.m. - ??)

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main 
Street (Exit 98 off 17W), 
Parksville

Dec 2: Ruby Rae; The Berk-
ley Place calls it “Wonderfully 
Creepy” (you KNOW I’ll be 
there!); 7:30 – 10 p.m.

Dec 9: The Barn Cats; Back 
by popular demand! 7:30 
-10:30 p.m.

Dec 16:  Peter Florence & 
the New Kings; 7:30 -10:30 
p.m.

Check out their website, or 
give them a call for details on 
their New Year’s Eve Bash!

Every Sunday
Music Where You Least Ex-

pect It: 11 a.m. – 1:30ish, De-
Fillipis Bakery, 506 Broadway, 
Monticello

The Dancing Cat Saloon:  
#ShineOn, Jazz Brunch, 11 
a.m. – 2 p.m., The Dancing Cat, 
2037 State Rte 17B, Bethel

Every Monday
Dutch’s Open Mic: 205 

Rock Hill Dr, Rock Hill, 7 p.m.
Thursdays: 
 The Dead End Café, Parks-

ville:  Defino and Ravdin; 
Songs from the Great Ameri-
can (Jazz) Songbook

Thank you all for your pa-
tience and support. May your 
holidays be blessed and soul 
affirming.

And Happy New Year!!!!
Until next time…

meetings every Monday from 
10 a.m. until noon.

A Bible study group meets 
at the church every Tuesday 
from 7 until 8 p.m.

Volunteers at the church 
host the Community Lunch 
Program. Dates for the pro-
gram will be announced on 
the church’s page on Face-
book.

The church hosts a Youth 
Group on Fridays from 7 to 
8:30 p.m.  Young people are 
invited to join in a variety 
of activities including board 
games, trivia, movie nights, 
arts and crafts. Dates will be 
announced on the church’s 
page on Facebook.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-
tion or if you can help with 
any of these activities.

The members of Colum-
bia Hill Neighborhood Al-
liance (CHNA) continue to 
monitor the status of the Gan 
Eden project on Columbia 
Hill and other developments 
in the towns of Fallsburg and 
Thompson.  

CHNA supports community 
growth through appropriately 
scaled, responsibly designed 
and sustainably constructed 
development. Irresponsible 
and large-scale development 
threaten our environment and 
our quality of life.  

Water supply, wastewater 
management, environmen-
tal impact, traffic, size of ac-
cess roads, size of interior 
roads, community character 
and wildlife habitation are 
significant issues that must 
be considered before any de-
velopment can be deemed 
sustainable and worthy of ap-
proval. 

Visit CHNA at www.co-
lumbiahill.org or on Face-
book for more information on 
the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance.

  The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will hold its 
annual holiday celebration at 
its winter home, the Sullivan 
County Museum at 265 Main 
Street in Hurleyville.

Holiday shows will be pre-
sented on Friday, December 
8 and Saturday, December 9, 
at 7 p.m. and on Sunday, De-
cember 10 at 1 p.m.

The Children’s Theatre 
Group will present “The Win-
ter Holiday Show”, a celebra-
tion of all holidays.

The workshop will also 
continue its tradition of pre-
senting a live radio play, “A 
Christmas Carol.”

Tickets for both shows cost 
$10.00 and include coffee and 
dessert. Seating is limited. 
You can get your tickets early 
online at www.scdw.net or by 
calling 845-436-5336.

PHOTO BY LYNNE PORTER
Members of the Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance continue to advocate for sustainable 
development by monitoring proposed developments throughout the towns of Thompson 
and Fallsburg.
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TCFD USES GRANT TO STUDY HOW 
CREATIVE THERAPIES IMPROVE 

BRAIN HEALTH

Bots to Battle at
Fallsburg High School

by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE – Some-
times it’s hard to see con-
nections between scientific 
research and progress in 
everyday life. But a unique 
three-year grant at The Cen-
ter for Discovery is allowing 
a team of creative special-
ists to implement a program 
that draws connections from 
neurological research to the 
creative activities many in-
tuitively love to do, track-
ing how positive things like 
dance and gardening actually 
improve neurological health.

In residential care for chil-
dren with disabilities, the fed-
eral government mandates 
enrichment activities, but 
many of those programs stop 
being funded once a person 
turns 21. The lack of funding 
often leads to severely re-
duced recreational therapies 
that are beneficial no matter 
what the person’s age. Over 
the last 18 months, The Cen-
ter has put together a team 
that includes a dance thera-
pist, recreational therapist, 
music therapist and horticul-
tural specialist, along with 
support staff like garden-
ers, musicians, dancers, and 
more, to work with a group 
of 28 residents who have 
some of the most complex 
disabilities and medical frail-
ties at The Center. Through 
this intensive, creative pro-
gram, TCFD is gathering ev-

PHOTO PROVIDED
Second graders in Mrs. Leah 
Exner’s class with Teaching 
Assistant Ms. Cynthia Swin-
den holding up the vegetar-
ian turkey Mrs. Exner made 
at home.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Two tables of Dual Language Kindergarten students await the serving of the Thanksgiving 
Feast by teachers and staff. 

Good Health and Good Company Highlight
Benjamin Cosor Thanksgiving

FALLSBURG--Thanks-
giving was a great time 
for creativity, learning and 
celebration at Fallsburg’s 
Benjamin Cosor Elemen-
tary School this year.  Stu-
dent paintings of turkeys 
and brightly colored au-
tumn scenes filled the hall-
ways. 

Second grade teacher 
Leah Exner made a gi-
ant “turkey” from fruits 
and vegetable at home. In 
the classroom, Mrs. Exner 
combined eating healthy 
foods with a math les-
son.  Supported by FCSD 
teaching assistant Cynthia 
Swinden, the children were 
shown the giant turkey as 
well as images of vegetable 
turkeys on the classroom 
smartboard. The class went 
through skip counting by 
2s, 5s, and 10s before writ-

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL
Visiting sound healer Ayi Mayzel, of Shanti Sounds, teaches staff at The Center for Discovery 
how to play crystal bowls for sound healing in a swimming pool. Sound healing in the water 
is one of many creative therapies The Center is tracking to monitor neurological benefits.

emotional and motor skills. 
During a recent confer-
ence The Center hosted at 
Google NYC, “Building a 
Better Brain: Neuroscience 
Breakthroughs Transforming 
Healthcare and Education,” 
several experts spoke about 
how things like exercise and 
sound healing have profound 
impacts on neurological 
health. Much of this research 
is understood in the realm 
of the general population’s 
health, but it is not carried 
through to more vulnerable 
populations. 

The whole grant team at 
TCFD said they hope more 
agencies across the country 
will look to The Center’s 
work and realize they can 
improve even the most com-
plex individuals’ health and 
quality of life if they push 
themselves and think outside 
the box. 

“If we can dream it here, 
then maybe they can copy 
it somewhere else and take 
it the next step,” horticul-
tural specialist Rosemary 
Mandeville said.

ing the numbers in their 
writing journals. 

Then, they were given 
a tray of vegetables and 
fruits to create their own 
individual turkey. While 
creating the turkeys, the 
students noted  how many 
vegetables they had been 
given to use and they were 
also given two step prob-
lems in addition and sub-
traction to solve that were 
built around vegetable and 
fruit vocabulary. 

Later in the afternoon 
of November 21, the Dual 
Language Kindergarten 
classes of Ms. Veronica Ser-
rano and Mr. Scott Persten 
had a delicious Thanksgiv-
ing feast that was lovingly 
prepared at home by the 
teachers, assistants and 
aides. The meal included a 
huge roasted turkey, gravy, 

FALLSBURG-- Fallsburg Jr/
Sr High School will host the Sec-
ond Annual Catskill New Bot 
Battle—VEX Robotics Compe-
tition on Saturday, December 2 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

The event is co-sponsored by 
the Fallsburg and SUNY Sulli-
van Robotics Teams. It has been 
moved to the High School gym-
nasium in order to make room for 
new teams from the area, and ad-
ditional teams from throughout 
New York State.  Admission is 
free for spectators.

VEX Robotics Competitions 
focus on teamwork and problem 
solving through STEM-based 
education. STEM stands for Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics.  Educators are 
advocating for renaming STEM 
to add Art and Design, making 
the new acronym STEAM. 

There are currently over 180 
robotics teams in New York 
State. That is 60 more teams than 
last year, with more to come. The 
Fallsburg and Monticello teams 
will both be adding additional 
teams in December. While most 
New York teams are concen-
trated in the Albany, Syracuse, 
Binghamton, and NYC areas, the 
Catskill New Bot Battle is an op-
portunity for all of the teams in 
these areas to get together with 

minimal travel. This strengthens 
the ability of all New York teams 
to compete in this world-wide 
competition.  This competition 
encourages other local schools 
to start and grow their own pro-
grams.   For example, Minisink 
Valley has gone from zero teams 
to six in the past three years.

The students at Fallsburg have 
learned team-building, commu-
nication, project management, 
coding, engineering and mechan-

ical skills as they have prepared 
for and competed successfully in 
events around New York State. 

To find out more about the 
competition or to see how you 
and your business can support 
these young people who are 
bringing international recogni-
tion to the Fallsburg and Sullivan 
County communities, contact Mr. 
Don Thomas at 845-434-6800 or 
dthomas@fallsburgcsd.net.

idence that “healing arts” are 
not just fun, but can also no-
ticeably improve a person’s 
neurological health.

There is often a misconcep-
tion that when a person with 
disabilities cannot commu-
nicate in verbal sentences, 
“there’s no one in there,” 
dance therapist Jamie Yasgur 
said. That is completely false.

“This is a person with a 
personality,” Ms. Yasgur said.

With expanded resources 
under their current grant, the 
four therapists draw on their 
own creativity to improve the 
28 residents’ quality of life. 
A man who could only stand 

and pivot from a wheelchair 
to another seat can walk for 
20 minutes in a swimming 
pool. Listening to and feel-
ing the vibrations of crystal 
bowl sound healing in that 
same swimming pool soothes 
a woman’s anxiety. Another 
woman, who typically has a 
difficult time focusing, hones 
in on a dance lesson now that 
she has found her passion for 
dancing. 

Nick Sherman, a music 
therapist, said it has been in-
credible to see residents able 
to express themselves, their 
joy and their anxieties, as 
they are given access to these 

additional outlets.
“They have that canvas to 

express themselves, and it’s 
one of the most important 
things you can ever do,” Mr. 
Sherman said. “They need to 
express themselves just like 
everyone else.”

These activities are not just 
“fun,” though every person 
regardless of abilities de-
serves to have fun. Engaging 
in increased physical and cre-
ative activities, and finding 
a passion, is improving the 
residents’ health. The Center 
is tracking clear improve-
ments in the areas of social, 
cognitive, communication, 

mashed potatoes, candied 
yams, rolls, corn, cranberry 
sauce, stuffing and des-
serts.  

The children sat patiently 
at festively adorned tables 
while the teaching staff 
served each student. It was 
an opportunity to enjoy tra-
ditional American Thanks-
giving food, converse in 
English and Spanish and 
enjoy being a family on 
this special day of thanks.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Seventh graders Michael Storms (background) and Hunter 
Doty (foreground) prepare their robot for the December 
2 competition.

PHOTO PROVIDED
On Friday, November 17 and Saturday, November 18, 
three Fallsburg High School students were selected to 
perform in the Zone 9 Area All-State Band and Mixed 
Chorus at Tri-Valley High School.
Pictured are (standing, left to right) Fallsburg Students 
Elisabeth Lake, Guillermo Grandos, and Brittany Lent 
and Fallsburg Jr/Sr High School Band Director Ms. 
Danna Clear (seated left) and FJSHS Choral Director 
Mrs. Colleen Barber (seated right).

FCSD STUDENTS
PERFORM
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

Greetings from the Hur-
leyville Firehouse and Hap-
py Holidays to all!

 We are always looking 
for help to fight fire or sup-
port those who do fight the 
devil fire. We even provide 
free training and gear. Stop 
by any Monday night and 
see what we are all about.

If it is the fourth week-
end in October it must be 
Sullivan County Weekend 
at the State Fire Academy 
in Montour Falls. This year, 
80 firefighters from 17 fire 
departments (Blooming-
burg, Callicoon, Graha-
msville, Highland Lake, 
Hortonville, Hurleyville, 
Jeffersonville, Kauneonga 
Lake, Liberty, Monticello, 
Narrowsburg, Rock Hill, 
Roscoe, White Lake, White 
Sulphur Springs, Wurtsboro 
and Yulan) attended the six 
different classes offered. 
They included Fire Offi-
cer Refresher, Truck Com-
pany Refresher, Live Fire 
Class B Foam Operations, 
Fire Ground Strategies and 
Tactics and Tactical Fire 
Ground Simulations.

These are classes that are 
not offered at our training 
center, so this is a great op-
portunity to get exposed to 
training that we would not 
normally be able to experi-
ence.

One of the highlights of 
the weekend is the Saturday 
night banquet of prime rib. 
The instructors eat with us 
and the networking with 
Chiefs, firefighters that we 
don’t usually work with, is 
just as educational as the 
classes are.

Ryan Green and I made 
the trip to the Academy 
From Hurleyville . I took 
the Truck Company Re-
fresher class where we 
breached doors, vented 
roofs, did rescue drags, use 
of the stokes basket and se-
curing a patient to name a 
few and spent time in the 
classroom as well.

Ryan was in the Live 
Fire Class B Foam class, 
where they did some live 
fire burns. Propane was 
used and flames were forty 
feet in the air. In the class-
room the math was done to 
determine how much foam 
would be needed and for 
how long you would have 
to flow it to put the fire out.  

The classes were excel-
lent and instructors were 
well versed in the topics 
presented.

We are already planning 
next year’s weekend.

The deadline for this ar-
ticle was November 22. I 
always think what I was do-
ing on that day when Presi-
dent Kennedy was assassi-
nated. As I have stated last 
year I was in my seventh 
grade English class when I 
found out about it over the 
PA system.

As you read this paper 
it will be very close to De-
cember 7, “Pearl Harbor 
Day”, I was not yet born, 
but I am sure there are read-
ers out there that remember 
it like yesterday.

By now ALL of you 
have had your furnace 
cleaned, chimneys cleaned 
and inspected, and you are 
ready for the heating sea-
son. (RIGHT?)

I for one do not think 
Christmas decorations 
should be put up or in stores 
before Thanksgiving. This 
year I saw them in stores 
way before Halloween. So 
by now I am sure you are 
starting to put yours up. 

Each year we read about 
people suffering injuries 
such as burns and death due 
to holiday decorations and 
CARELESSNESS. I am 
quite sure that you hear and 
read about all kinds of safe-
ty hints for the holidays.

Let me tell you firsthand 
what I have witnessed over 
the last 48 years as a fire-
fighter during the holiday 
season:
•	 Chimney fire from 

throwing wrapping pa-
per in the wood stove or 
fireplace.

•	 Faulty extension cords 
that shorted out and 
burned the house down. 
Don’t use an indoor ex-
tension cord outside.

•	 Candles setting decora-
tions on fire and burning 
the house down.

•	 Dried out Christmas 
trees becoming flaming 
torches and causing ma-
jor damage to the house

•	 Don’t over crowd the 
kitchen and knock a hot 
pot on to someone caus-

ing serious burns
•	 Don’t put the Christmas 

tree up in a way that it 
will block a way out.

•	 Do not over load any 
of the electrical circuits 
with your holiday lights.

•	 Be careful going on the 
roof and have someone 
hold the ladder for you.
I could go on but you 

get the picture. BE CARE-
FUL.

Finally an update on 
Morningside four corners, 
it was another safe month 
no accidents.

But I do have a ques-
tion: The last weekend of 
October I measured seven 
(7) inches of rain in my rain 
gauge. Many roads in and 
around Hurleyville were 
flooded. The road by Morn-
ingside Lake was flooded 
and not passable. So if 
you approached Brickman 
Road by the Morningside 
four corners and saw traf-
fic cones across the road, a 
road flare or two, saw hors-
es across the road and a BIG 
Orange sign that said “Road 
Closed Ahead” what would 
you do? Drive around all of 
the obstacles and drive into 
the flooded section of the 
road and get stuck and need 
to be rescued by the fire de-
partment, or would you go a 
different way?  We did have 
a rescue on that section of 
the road when a car stalled 
as it went into the flooded 
section of roadway. The 
signs and markers are there 
for a reason. They mean it 
is not safe to proceed.

You never know if the 
road is even under the wa-
ter. Why would you take a 
chance of driving into the 
water hazard and risk your 
car and or your life?

Let me close by wish-
ing everybody a Happy and 
SAFE holiday season, and a 
Merry Christmas.

In the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, when local 
newspapers were arguably at 
the peak of their popularity, 
it was common for papers to 
publish so called “Industrial 
Editions” that featured what 
would later be termed “ad-
vertorials” describing the 
merits of local businesses. As 
far as we can determine, the 
Hurleyville Sentinel never 
produced one of these pub-
lications, but both the Re-
publican Watchman and the 
Sullivan County Republican, 
larger circulation newspapers 
published in Monticello, did. 
Over the next few months, we 
will occasionally reproduce 
excerpts describing Hur-
leyville businesses taken from 
the January 28, 1898 Repub-
lican Watchman special edi-
tion.

JANUARY 28, 1898
Hurleyville, Sullivan 

County, N.Y., is a pretty vil-
lage nestling among the lofty 
hills on the main line of the 
New York, Ontario & West-
ern Railroad, 111 miles from 
New York City, six miles 
from Monticello, the county 
seat of Sullivan County, and 
seven miles from Liberty. It 
is a thrifty town, full of push 
and enterprise, and one of 
the most desirable locations 
for a permanent or summer 
home to be found anywhere. 
It has about 500 inhabitants, 
three churches, school, three 
licensed hotels, a number of 
first class summer boarding 
houses and a first class liv-
ery. For desirability of loca-
tion and healthfulness of cli-
mate cannot be surpassed. It 
is becoming more and more 
popular as a summer home, 
year after year. Following are 
a few sketches of the most 
prominent business enterpris-
es and leading hotels.

Waldorf House 
M Meinhold, Prop.

In traveling throughout the 
country and stopping here 
and there at the various ho-
tels scattered about, one can-
not help but notice how the 
different ones are conducted. 
Some very good, some very 
bad, and some passable. But 
one would travel many miles 
before finding a more mod-
ern, first-class and up-to-date 
country hotel than the Wal-
drof House in the pretty vil-
lage of Hurleyville, which has 
as its host the genial and cour-
teous Morris Meinhold.

The old and well known 
house is located on a promi-
nent corner in the business 
center of the village and op-
posite the railroad station. 
The Waldorf is one of the best 
conducted hotels in this part 
of the state and the excellent 
standing and enviable busi-
ness status of the house is due 
to the untiring efforts and su-
perior management of its ge-
nial and popular host with the 
aid of the worthy Mrs. Mein-

hold.
The Waldorf accommodates 

about 40 people, the rooms 
are large, airy and comfort-
able, the veranda large, cool 
and pleasant, and the service 
rendered cannot be excelled. 
It has always been the aim 
of Mr. Meinhold and his es-
timable wife to make this 
one of the excelsior hotels of 
Sullivan County and the stay 
of guests pleasant and home-
like, and that they succeeded 
in doing this is indicated by 
the large and steadily increas-
ing patronage with which 
they are blessed. The popular-
ity of this house extends far 
and wide over this country 
and from our observation and 
experience it fully deserves 
all that can be said in its favor.

The dining rooms are large 
and comfortable and the ta-
bles always plentifully sup-
plied with everything that is 
good and healthful, which 
is well cooked and properly 
served.

The bar is well supplied 
with a choice line of wines 
and liquors, of both home pro-
duction and foreign importa-
tion, ale, lager and a porter on 
draught, and a fine stock of all 
the choice brands of foreign 
and domestic cigars, and this 
department is looked after by 
the pleasant and affable Wm. 
H Wallace, a hotel man of 
considerable experience, and 
who is very popular with pa-
trons and guests.

Located about a five min-
utes’ walk from this hotel is 
a large pavilion about 42x70 
feet, erected by Mr. Meinhold 
in a pretty grove and which is 
a popular resort for our town 
and summer people to while 
away the pleasant hours in 
dancing and other amuse-
ments. Hops are held at inter-
vals throughout the summer 
months, and they are attended 
by the best classes of people, 
as the management is under 
the direct supervision of the 
proprietor and the best of or-
der maintained.

Adjoining the hotel is situ-
ated Meinhold’s Opera House 
which has a convenient floor 

space and an adequate stage, 
where entertainments and 
theatricals are held, as well 
as the dances in unfavorable 
weather. This is an attractive 
building, neat in its construc-
tion and headquarters for all 
kinds of amusements of the 
neighborhood.

The stables in connection 
with the Waldorf are first-class 
in every respect and transient 
and boarding horses are given 
the best of care at the hands of 
careful stablemen.

To say more in regard to 
this house would be super-
fluous, to say less would be 
unjust, but let us add that for 
all-round superior manage-
ment, excellence of cuisine 
and general adaptability to the 
trade, it cannot be excelled by 
any hotel within a radius of 
many miles.

Personally, Mr. Meinhold 
is a wide-awake, shrewd and 
progressive young business 
man, and excellent landlord 
and caterer, popular with all 
classes of our people, and is 
universally regarded with 
the respect and esteem of the 
whole community and all 
who know him.

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

by Kelly Wells and Amanda Letohic

Since the holiday season 
is upon us and 2017 is rap-
idly coming to an end, we 
wanted to take some time to 
give thanks and to reflect on 
the year we have had.

First we would like to 
give a huge thank you to 
John Conway and the staff 
and editors of The Hur-
leyville Sentinel for wel-
coming the Library to such 
a fantastic family. We love 
that there’s a free newspaper 
highlighting our great little 
community and we’re so 
thankful to be a small part 
of it. 

We would also like to 
thank our community and 
patrons for the contin-
ued support of our Library 
and all we have to offer. 
We’re here and able to of-
fer what we offer because 
of you! We’ve been work-
ing throughout the year on 
making little improvements 
to our appearance, which we 
plan to continue through the 
winter. We hope you stop 
in to enjoy these little im-
provements and to check out 
some of the great programs 
we’re offering this month.

On Wednesday Decem-
ber 6, bring the family to 
make some chocolate cov-

ered pretzels. Wednesday 
December 20, the fam-
ily can come back to make 
some adorable and delicious 
Snowman pops. On De-
cember 13, adults ages 18 
and up can come and make 
a No-Sew Sock Snowman. 
Please bring one white sock 
and one colorful sock for 
this craft. Kids Night this 
month is December 21 at 
6 p.m. and we’re making 
Snow Slime. We recom-
mend that kids be ages 6+ to 
attend this program. 

Our annual Christmas 
Party is Thursday December 
14 from 5 to 7 p.m. There 
will be crafts, refreshments, 

stories and lots of other fun 
things to do. Monday, De-
cember 18 we will have a 
Hanukkah Program start-
ing at 4 p.m. This program 
will include a story, a craft, 
and refreshments. Teens can 
stop in on December 27 at 
7 p.m. to prepare for 2018 
with some 2017 Trivia, and 
kids can be ready for the 
New Year by stopping in on 
December 28 at 6 p.m. to 
make a S.T.E.A.M. Confetti 
Eruption.

 As always our Children’s 
Craft Night is every Monday 
at 6 p.m. and our Preschool 
Story Hour is Tuesday at 10 
a.m. and 5 p.m. 

As you can see, we have 
many great things coming 
up at the Fallsburg Library! 
Some programs have limited 
spots, so please call, email, 
or stop in to sign up. Here’s 
a reminder of our contact 
information, call: 845-436-
6067, email: fbr@rcls.org, 
stop in: 12 Railroad Plaza, 
South Fallsburg, NY, or fol-
low us on social media.

As we enter winter with 
unpredictable weather, 
please be sure to visit our 
website, Facebook page, or 
call for up to the date infor-
mation about delays and/or 
cancellations.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Morris Meinhold was one of several owners of the Waldorf 
House over the years.PHOTO PROVIDED

A plume of propane-fueled fire shoots skyward during the 
Live Fire Class B Foam class at the State Fire Academy in 
Montour Falls.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.
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Happy Holidays to my 
Hurleyville neighbors, 
friends, and acquaintanc-
es!!! 

Every year we go to 
great lengths to get into 
the Christmas spirit. We 
carry trees into our homes, 
climb crazy heights on vari-
ous objects to hang strings 
of lights, and spend hours 
upon hours wrapping San-
ta’s gifts.

But sometimes this 
“Christmas Spirit” back-
fires. Someone gets poked 
in the eye by a rogue pine 
needle. A man hanging dec-
orations in the office falls 
off his desk and onto his 
face. A woman slices her 
finger with scissors while 
wrapping gifts.

As crazy as these injuries 
sound, they are real injuries 
documented by the United 
States Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission 
(CPSC). That’s correct, an-
other bureaucratic statisti-
cal agency watching us!!! 
The CPSC actually tracks 
emergency room visits at 
about 100 hospitals around 
the country. Between 2011 
and 2015, they documented 
more than 1,700 Christmas-
related injuries. All but 500 
of the 1,700 injuries in the 
CPSC data were related to 
decorations.

Some were injuries sus-
tained while hanging up or 
taking down decorations; 
others were lacerations 
caused by broken ornamen-
tal bulbs. Here are some of 
the mishaps reported:
1.	 33 year old male stand-

ing on a stool hanging 
Christmas lights fell 
backwards striking his 
head onto a TV stand.

2.	 43 year old female suf-
fered electric shock 
grabbing a metal pole 
while removing Christ-
mas lights at home.

3.	 27 year old female with 
a Christmas ornament 
that broke at home. 
She thought it was all 
cleaned up when she 

stepped on pieces of it.
4.	 28 year old male trim-

ming the Christmas tree 
with a chainsaw and 
slipped cutting his wrist.

5.	 19 year old male lacer-
ated his thumb with a 
knife while opening a 
Christmas present.

These are just a few re-
ported incidents by the 
Commission. And adults 
hardly had a monopoly on 
Christmas injuries. Many 
were incurred by young 
children, most of whom 

had swallowed small orna-
ments or small parts from 
toys. Overall, most injuries 
befell those within the pa-
rental age of 25 to 55.

So let us all enjoy the 
holidays by being playful, 
thoughtful, and most im-
portantly . . . . . careful!

Please remember to say 
a prayer for our First Re-
sponders and our brave 
United States Military.

A Happy and Healthy 
Holiday Season, Hur-
leyville!!!

“MERRY MISHAPS!”

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
by Kathleen Sullivan

Each of the folks honored 
in this column over the past 
year and a half is remembered 
fondly by family, friends and 
neighbors for their devotion to 
their families, their optimism, 
their strong determination and, 
of course, their love of Hur-
leyville. Their generous sup-
port of family and neighbors 
and their dedication to com-
munity and national service 
make them true treasures of 
Hurleyville.

LOUIS “LEBEL”
WICHINSKY

Inventor, composer, environ-
mentalist, pilot, true Renais-
sance man 

ROSE BARR
Educator, teacher at the 

Hurleyville School for 35 
years, student advocate, avid 
bird watcher

AMELIA “MILLIE”
MCCARTHY

Community activist, busi-
ness woman,  innovator in 
the coin machine industry, 
political dynamo, supporter 
of women’s equality and the 
rights of the downtrodden, 

enthusiastic supporter of Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First

WILLIAM “BILL” 
CARLSON

Community volunteer, Life 
Member of the Hurleyville 
Fire Department, Fireman 
of the Year, President of the 
Hurleyville Fire Company, 
Commissioner of the Hur-
leyville Fire District, member 
the Hurleyville Emergency 
Relief Squad, Fallsburg Little 
League coach, member of the 
United States Army Reserve

HELEN CARLSON
Charter member of the 

Hurleyville Fire Department 
Ladies’ Auxiliary and the 
Hurleyville Emergency Relief 
Squad, President of the Hur-
leyville Fire Department La-
dies’ Auxiliary, business owner

SOPHIE FEDUN
Trained in culinary arts, 

charter member of the Hur-
leyville Fire Department La-
dies’ Auxiliary and the Luna 
Organization, avid hunter

JOHN “JACK”
HALCHAK, JR.

Served in the United States 
Navy, coach, athlete, teacher 
in the Fallsburg School Dis-

trict for 32 years, member of 
the Hurleyville Fire Depart-
ment for 57 years, President 
of the Hurleyville Fire Com-
pany, charter member of the 
Hurleyville Emergency Relief 
Squad,  President of Sullivan 

ARC, avid golfer and hunter

FLORENCE
JACOBSON

Member of community or-
ganizations, music aficionado, 
business owner

WILLIAM
SILBERMAN

World War II hero, Bronze 
Star recipient, Purple Heart 
recipient

VIRGINIA “GINNY” 
MAXWELL

Active member…the 
“Church Lady”… of the Hur-
leyville United Methodist 
Church, business owner

Watch here for more Hur-
leyville treasures in 2018.

You can visit Hurleyville at 
www.hurleyvilleny.com.

SWIM (Part II)
“Swim” is a new chapter 

book from 20-year-old author 
Evan Sturtecky, who lives in 
Ulster County. In the story, 
Sarah and Kate met as they 
graduated from trade school. 
Kate, a newly minted swim 
instructor, has offered to take 
Sarah on as one of her very 
first students, and Sarah is fi-
nally realizing her dream of 
learning how to swim. But 
even as her lessons and skills 
progress, Sarah’s fears start to 
grow.

Chapter 16
The next morning, Sarah 

dressed, ate a quick breakfast 
then drove to the YMCA. Af-
ter she arrived she dressed into 
her swimsuit and met Kate out 
by the pool.

“Hi Sarah,” Kate said. “To-
day you’re going to learn how 
to dive underwater in the deep 
end of the pool and retrieve 
objects from the bottom of the 
pool. I’m going to drop these 
two weighted balls, after they 
settle onto the bottom of the 
pool you will have to swim 
down, pick them up and bring 
it to the surface.”

Sarah watched as Kate 
dropped two weighted balls 
into the pool. She watched as 
the balls sank and settled down 
on the bottom of the pool.

“Alright,” Kate said. “Now, 
you have to dive down and get 
them.”

Sarah took a deep breath and 
dove down into the water. She 
was able to get one of the balls 
but the other one moved out of 
her reach, she needed air, so 
she came back up to the sur-
face. After she put the ball on 
the edge of the pool deck, she 
dove back down, grabbed the 
remaining ball and came back 
to the surface.

“Excellent!” Kate said. “You 
performed that task so well.”

“Thanks!” Sarah said. “That 
last ball moved away before 
I could reach it and I had to 
come up for air.”

“That is what you are sup-

posed to do,” Kate said. “Nev-
er try to stay under water if 
you don’t feel like you have 
enough air to return to the sur-
face.”

Sarah performed several 
more dives to collect the balls 
from the bottom of the pool, 
and before she knew it, half of 
her lesson time was over.

“Kate,” Sarah said, “I would 
like to practice more of the 
freestyle swimming and then 
wrap up the remaining time in 
my lesson doing a back float.”

“Ok, Sarah,” Kate said. “I 
will leave you to it. I have a 
new student coming in and 
want to prepare for his arrival. 
He’s only nine years old and is 
more nervous than you were 
when you first started taking 
lessons.”

“I know you will do a great 
job with him,” Sarah said. “He 
will learn to swim in no time.”

“Thank you Sarah,” Kate 
said, “I’ll see you tomorrow 
then. Is seven in the morning 
good for you?”

“Yes, that will work out 
well,” Sarah said, “because I 
have some errands to run and 
would like to get them done 
early in the day. I’ll see you 
tomorrow morning at seven.”

Chapter 17
That night, Sarah had the 

drowning nightmare again. 
She woke up breathing heav-
ily.

“I wonder why I had that 
dream again.” Sarah said 
aloud. “Kate reassured me that 
everything would be ok.” She 
rolled over and looked at the 
clock. It was 3:00 a.m. She 
groaned and rolled back over 
again.

“Maybe my dream is trying 
to tell me something.” Sarah 
said. She tossed and turned for 
a while, then closed her eyes 
and fell back to sleep. Just as 
she dozed off, the alarm clock 
went off. She reached over and 
turned it off. She was sweaty 
from her bad dream and wiped 
the sweat off her forehead. 

She got up and took a shower. 
She stood in the shower under 
the warm water, allowing it to 
calm her nerves. After a few 
minutes, she got out and dried 
off. She dressed and combed 
her hair and then checked the 
clock again. It was later than 
she thought, so she ran down-
stairs and ate a light breakfast. 

As she drove to the YMCA, 
she thought about her dream. 
When she arrived, she saw 
Kate’s car and knew that Kate 
was already there. She went 
inside to the locker rooms and 
got into her swimsuit, then 
went out to the pool. 

“Hello Sarah! How was your 
morning?” Kate said.

“Horrible Kate,” Sarah said 
frowning. “I had that drowning 
dream again.”

“What?” Kate looked con-
fused. “I wonder why you 
keep having these drowning 
nightmares and how we can 
stop them.”

“Forget it Kate!” Sarah 
sighed heavily. “There is no 
use trying.”

“It’s weird!” Kate said, “I’m 
trying to think why you keep 
having these nightmares. Do 
you think you will drown? 

Some people have the same 
dream repeatedly and believe 
the dream was trying to warn 
them. I thought you had noth-
ing to worry about because 
you have improved so much. I 
just don’t get it!”

“It’s confusing!” Sarah said. 
“Do you want to go to a 

dream analyst or something?” 
Kate asked. 

“No, I don’t want to go to 
a dream analyst!” Sarah said. 
Sarah got up and entered the 
pool to swim in order to take 
her mind off the bad dreams. 
She swam around for a bit and 
then something happened. She 
got a bad leg cramp and when 
she tried to kick, she started to 
sink downward. She moved 
her arms, but she couldn’t stay 
afloat.

“Kate, help!” Sarah 
screamed. “I can’t swim!”

Kate stood up. “What, are 
you kidding?”

“No,” Sarah gulped, “I’m 
not kidding.”

“Are you kicking your 
legs?” Kate moved closer to 
the edge of the pool.

“I can’t,” Sarah yelled, “I 
have a leg cramp and can’t 
kick my legs.”

Kate slipped into the pool 
and swam over to Sarah. “Sar-
ah, listen to me!” Kate said. 
“Stop panicking! You will go 
under if you keep panicking!”

Sarah knew Kate was trying 
to calm her down. She calmed 
down a little bit, but she was 
still scared.

“Try a back float and I’ll 
help guide you to the edge 
of the pool.” Kate said. “You 
won’t drown, I promise. I’m 
right here with you. I know 
you are scared, it’s normal to 
be scared. I can’t help you if 
you panic, so you have to try 
and relax.”

Sarah nodded her head and 
then rolled over onto her back. 
The pain in her cramped leg 
hurt something fierce, but she 
managed to stay afloat while 
Kate guided her towards the 
edge of the pool. 

With Kate’s help, Sarah 
managed to get to the edge of 
the pool. Once Sarah was at the 
edge of the pool, Kate helped 
push her out of the water. Sar-
ah sat up rubbing the cramped 
leg. She was still scared and 
breathing heavily.

Kate got out and sat beside 
her. “Keep rubbing your leg,” 

As Sarah continues her swim lessons, a recurring nightmare about drowning begins to 
plague her new hobby. She struggles to understand what the dream might mean.
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Kate said, “and try to stretch 
your leg out straight to pull the 
cramp out.”

“Ouch,” Sarah said. “That 
really hurts.”

“I know you are scared,” 
Kate said as she helped Sarah 
work out the cramp. “Getting 
a leg cramp like that for any 
swimmer, even an experienced 
one, and especially in deep 
water is scary. The best thing 
you can do is to not panic 
while trying to work the cramp 
out and then get to safety. If 
you are not close enough to 
the edge of a pool, you can try 
doing a doggy paddle or the 
breaststroke or even try float-
ing until you work the cramp 
out.”

“Thanks for saving me.” 
Sarah said. “I was really 
scared.”

“You’re safe now,” Kate 
said. “Besides, it’s my job to 
keep you safe while I’m giving 
you swimming instructions. 
Are you ok now?”

“Yes,” Sarah said. “I feel 
better knowing what to do if I 
ever get a leg cramp again.”

“I think we had enough ex-

citement today,” Kate said. 
“I think we can skip lessons 
for the day. Once you get a 
leg cramp like that, it usu-
ally comes back while you’re 
swimming. I think you should 
go home and rest. I will see 
you tomorrow.”

“Ok,” Sarah said. “I’ll see 
you tomorrow then.”

When Sarah arrived at her 
house, she was hungry and 
decided to have a bite to eat. 
She went into the kitchen and 
made some toast with orange 
marmalade and a cup of Lem-
on Zinger tea. While she ate, 
she watched the news, washed 
and dried her dishes and then 
put them away.

“I can’t believe what just 
happened today!” Sarah just 
shook her head. “I almost 
drowned! I’m glad Kate was 
there to help me; I would 
have done the same for her if 
she were having terrible leg 
cramps.” Sarah felt tired after 
such a stressful morning and 
decided to take a nap.

After an hour, Sarah woke 
up in a panic. She dreamed 
that Kate was leaving. Not so 

much as in going on vacation 
or moving, but leaving for 
good. She didn’t know what 
the dream meant. It was very 
disturbing because it made 
her think that Kate was going 
to die and that really bothered 
her.

“It’s just a dream.” Sarah 
told herself. “That would nev-
er happen. Would it?” Sarah 
tried to reassure herself. Kate 
was in good health, so there 
was no need to worry.

For the rest of the day, Sarah 
worked out the cramp in her 
leg and did some light house-
work. She wanted to keep busy 
to keep her mind off the bad 
dream she had while taking a 
nap earlier.

Find out what painful 
secret is gnawing at Sarah 
and flooding her dreams 
by purchasing the book 
and supporting a new 
author. To buy the book, 
contact the Hurleyville 
Sentinel at hurleysent@
hotmail.com, and we will 
put you in contact with 
Evan.



LOCH SHELDRAKE –  
SUNY Sullivan President Jay 
Quaintance has announced that 
the College has opted to com-
pete at the NJCAA Division 
II athletic levels in men’s and 
women’s basketball beginning 
with athletes enrolling for fall 
2018. 

SUNY Sullivan already com-
petes at the Division II level in 
baseball. The remainder of the 
college’s sports programs will 
remain at the Division III level.

The move from Division III to 
Division II will provide SUNY 
Sullivan and its students with 
several advantages.

“The move to Division II ath-
letics now allows the college to 
provide athletic scholarships to 
qualified students -- something 
that is not an option in Divi-
sion III sports,” Mr. Quaintance 
said. “Additionally, it will al-
low the College to serve dozens 
more students via our athletic 
programs because we will now 
field both junior varsity and var-
sity teams for our Division II 
sports.”

Division II colleges may offer 
athletic scholarships for tuition, 
books, fees, and up to $250 
in course-required supplies. 
SUNY Sullivan will begin offer-
ing scholarship during the 2017-
18 recruiting season, which is 
currently underway. 

Overall, it is expected that the 
move to Division II sports will 
add up to 60 additional full-time 
athletes to the College’s rosters 
with the addition of junior var-
sity teams: 30 additional stu-

dents to compete in men’s and 
women’s basketball, and up to 
30 for baseball. 

“The SUNY Sullivan Gener-
als men’s basketball team has 
won the national champion-
ship a record four times and 
our women’s basketball team 
has won numerous regional 
championships and competed 
multiple times in the national 
championship throughout the 
last five years,” said Athletic 
Director Christopher D. DePew. 
“We feel this is the perfect time 
for SUNY Sullivan to make this 
move, which in essence increas-
es the competitive level of play.” 

High school coaches from 
throughout the region expressed 
their support for SUNY Sulli-
van’s move to Division II play. 

“This is a great move on the 
part of SUNY Sullivan because 
it will give local athletes the op-
portunity to receive a scholar-
ship and reduce tuition. That’s 
extremely important for our lo-
cal athletes,” said Chris Russo, 
boys basketball coach at Mon-
ticello High School and Deputy 
Executive Director of the Bas-
ketball Coaches Association of 
New York (BCANY).  “This 
move will enhance an already 
super-successful basketball pro-
gram.”

Jim Kelly, Middletown High 
School’s boys basketball coach 
said, “This is great for basket-
ball in our area, not only offer-
ing more scholarships for kids in 
a very competitive league, but it 
will raise the level of play in Or-
ange and Sullivan County.”
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor
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PICKLED OWLS BRING FOOTBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP TO HURLEYVILLE

SUNY Sullivan Announces 
Move to Division II

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Following their victory, The Pickled Owls team gathered at their namesake sponsor’s gastro-
pub on Main Street to celebrate.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Hurleyville’s own Pickled Owls team uncorks the champagne on the field after clinching the 
2017 Sullivan County Women’s Flag Football League championship.

GENERALS’ VENABLE ERUPTS FOR 
39 AGAINST BMCC

Men Stand 6-2 On the Year; Women Improve to 2-5

Fallsburg Interact’s First Volleyball Tournament

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE –
SUNY Sullivan forward 
Goree Venable scorched the 
nets for 39 points as the Gen-
erals downed Borough of 
Manhattan Community Col-
lege in New York by a 94-86 
margin on November 11. 

Mr. Venable’s total is the 
most points scored by a Re-
gion XV men’s player this 
season.

The sophomore connected 
on 17 of 25 field goal attempts 
and added five free throws 
in his 34 minutes of playing 
time. He also grabbed a team 
high 12 rebounds.

With the win, the Generals 
improved their record to 4-1.

Returning home for a game 
against Dutchess County on 
November 14, the Generals 
improved to 5-1 with an im-
pressive 94-67 victory. It was 

the fourth time this season 
Sullivan scored 90 or more 
points. Mr. Venable again led 
the way with 15 points, while 
Jamari Lewis added 14.

On November 18, the Gen-
erals travelled to Bayside to 
take on a tough Queensbor-
ough Community College 
squad, and came away on the 
short end of a 76-71 score, 
dropping them to 5-2 on the 
year.

Sullivan welcomed the 
SUNY Orange Colts to Loch 
Sheldrake for a 7 p.m. contest 
on November 21 that resulted 
in a 77-61 Generals victory, 
improving their slate to 6-2, 
which is where they stood at 
press time.

Following a November 28 
road trip to Suffern to square 
off against Rockland, Sullivan 
returns home on December 2 
for a 3 p.m. game against Nas-
sau Community College. 

The Lady Generals, mean-
while, have won two games 
in a row after a slow start to 
the season that saw them sink 
to 0-5.

A tough 42-38 home win 
over Dutchess broke the win-
less streak on November 14, 
and a resounding 78-51 win 
in Bayside over a winless 
Queensborough squad fol-
lowed on November 18. The 
Lady Generals are next in ac-
tion on Saturday, December 2 
when they host Nassau in a 1 
p.m. contest at the Paul Gerry 
Fieldhouse in Loch Sheldrake.

Freshman Ardella Brown 
has been the leading scorer 
for Sullivan through the early 
going.

The Lady Generals return to 
action on December 2 when 
they host Nassau Community 
College in a 1 p.m. contest.

by Julia Batista

FALLSBURG – On No-
vember 18, the Fallsburg 
Interact Club hosted a vol-
leyball tournament in their 
home gym to raise money 
for local food drives that 
help families afford Thanks-
giving meals. Students from 
across the county were in-
vited to play, and although it 
was unfortunate that schools 
like Liberty and Ellenville 
weren’t able to put teams to-
gether, three Monticello and 
four Fallsburg teams were 
able to compete. 

The tournament began at 
noon, and each round con-
sisted of a 20-point game, 
with the last two surviving 
teams playing to 25 points, 
or a full- length volleyball 
game.

“The inspiration that I had 
for creating this tournament 
was to help the charity that 
we were planning on donat-
ing the money to, and uni-

fying the school districts by 
creating school rivalry and 
spirit all at once,” explained 
Sadie Caballero, president 
of the Interact Club. “The 
purpose was [a way] to keep 
kids busy on a weekend that 
would contribute to our do-
nation to local charities.” 

The event was successful 
in encouraging many kids to 
come out on a Saturday af-
ternoon to play against one 
another. At the tournament 
there was music, a conces-
sion stand, and a number of 
volunteers who came to help 
set up and support the fund-
raiser. The price to play was 
$5 and to spectate cost just a 
dollar. Teams were allowed a 
limit of six players with two 
substitutions, and gift cards 
to nearby restaurants were 
given out as prizes.

“My sister and I are mem-
bers of the Monticello Var-
sity volleyball team and also 
part of our school’s Interact 
Club, “ Allie LaRuffa com-

mented about her Monticello 
Panthers team. “Once we 
heard about the tournament 
that Fallsburg’s own Interact 
Club was holding, I thought 
it’d be a great idea to get my 
school’s team to come partic-
ipate and contribute to such a 
great cause.”

Jacqueline Maxwell, a 
player representing Falls-
burg’s Varsity volleyball 
team, also shared her reasons 
for participating in the event.

“I came out to play be-
cause I really missed play-
ing with my own team after 
volleyball season ended,” she 
confessed. “Today would be 
the last time that I get to play 
along with my girls before 
we graduate and move on 
into college.” 

In total, the Fallsburg In-
teract Club was able to raise 
$264, all of which was donat-
ed to local food drives ahead 
of the Thanksgiving holiday. 
Interact Club president Sadie 
Caballero was pleased with 
the outcome. 

“I am extremely satisfied 
with the way things turned 
out, knowing that my sec-
retary and I prepared the 
tournament two weeks in ad-
vance,” she shared. “It took 
a lot of effort and dedication 
to plan something like this, 
especially since we had so 
little time to pull everything 
together.

“I’m just very happy with 
the fact that so many people 
from each district that I’ve 
never seen before, supported 
one another,” Ms. Caballero 

added.
Although an overall suc-

cess for a great cause, mem-
bers of the Fallsburg High 
School community expressed 
some disappointment in the 
turnout for the event. 

Ms. Kaplan, one of the ad-
visors attending the tourna-
ment, offered a silver lining 
to the lower-than-expected 
participation. 

“The tournament turned 
out good, but I had hoped that 
many more teams and kids 
would come out to partici-
pate,” she said. “Although I 
do wish that more kids come 
out, having a small amount 
of teams reduced potential 
trouble.

“I hope something like this 
continues on after many of 
my seniors graduate,” Ms. 
Kaplan continued. “I’m very 
happy to see that the girls in 

charge of this did the best job 
they could possibly do. As 
long as I’m a Rotarian, I will 
support the activities of the 
Fallsburg Interact Club.”

The Fallsburg Interact 
Club and its officers believe 
that it is truly important for 
the community and its school 
districts to create strong re-
lationships with one another, 
a mission they hold at the 
heart of their programming. 
Looking ahead to the rest of 
the school year, they plan on 
hosting another tournament 
similar to the organization 
of the volleyball tourna-
ment, with basketball as the 
potential sport. This is cur-
rently being worked on, and 
planned for the end of bas-
ketball season to ensure as 
many students as possible are 
able to participate.

PHOTO PROVIDED
SUNY Sullivan Athletic Director Christopher D. DePew

PHOTO BY MARCOS RIVERA 
Action from the Fallsburg Interact Club’s Super Spike Vol-
leyball Tournament.

PHOTO BY MARCOS RIVERA 
The Fallsburg Interact volleyball tournament raised money for 
local food drives that help families afford Thanksgiving meals.

by Bridge Morris

HURLEYVILLE – On the 
chilly night of November 13, 
the Sullivan County Wom-
en’s Flag Football League 
wrapped up their fall sea-
son with a one-night playoff 
series at Morningside Park 
that saw the Pickled Owls 
come out victorious in their 
hometown of Hurleyville. 
The Owls’ win marks the 
first time since the league’s 
2015 inception that a team 
other than Lesbehonest (now 
renamed Brew Billionaires) 

has taken the coveted prize, 
and the team did it without 
suffering a single loss.

The Pickled Owls’ unde-
feated season earned them 
a first seed in the playoffs, 
and they faced fourth-place 
Black Widows in their first 
game of the evening while 
Brew Billionaires and Lu-
zon Environmental, second 
and third place respectively, 
competed for the other place 
in the championship round. 
By the time the final game 
kicked off, Brew saw them-
selves in their fourth consec-

close to the endzone, and 
they quickly struck for an-
other touchdown and suc-
cessful conversion. 

The Pickled Owls’ defen-
sive line did not have an easy 
task, as they held the formi-
dable Brew offense at bay 
for the majority of the game, 
never allowing them to gain 
a touchdown on offense. 
This defensive unit, made 
up of Jackie Litwak, Tara 
Reifenheiser, Dania LaS-
cola, Amanda Goddard, and 
safety Bari Allor, was instru-
mental in holding off two 

close calls in the end zone 
in which Brew’s quarterback 
Jamie VanderMeulen nearly 
hit their fastest receiver, 
Jasmine James, behind the 
line. Brew eventually recip-
rocated with another touch-
down but failed to get the 
two-point conversion that 
would have tied the game, 
and with the clock running 
down the final seconds and 
the ball turned over, Jotty 
Torres found herself open 
for a short pass and ran into 
the end zone to solidify the 
Owl’s first-ever flag football 

utive championship game, 
and the Pickled Owls in their 
first. 

After an Owl-dominated 
first half that saw quarter-
back Katie Burns maneuver 
running back Jotty Torres 
and receiver Stephanie Mead 
to a 20-6 lead, Brew came 
back with touchdowns by 
receivers Jasmine James and 
Jess Stant to tighten the gap 
to 20-19. 

Owls running back and 
receiver Angelee Santillo 
retuned the second half kick-
off 65 yards to set the Owls 

championship. 
After celebrating on-field 

with champagne before 
heading to the Pickled Owl 
gastropub down the street 
to celebrate with owner and 
sponsor Evan Allees, the 
women reflected on their 
hard-earned winning season. 

“It was a long time com-
ing,” said offensive center 
and defensive linewoman 
Amanda Goddard. “It feels 
really good to finally take 
the whole thing.”

“We’re all phenomenal 
athletes,” added running 
back/wide receiver Angelee 
Santillo, “but it’s the com-
fort of being able to look 
to our coaches for strategic 
plays in the moment that re-
ally made us such a success-
ful team this season.”

Returning coach Eric Wil-
liams and new co-coach 
Paul Reifenheiser of SUNY 
Sullivan hope to develop the 
squad further to see more 
successful seasons and ulti-
mately bring more champi-
onships to the Pickled Owls’ 
name.
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