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BASKETBALLLOVE IS IN THE AIR!

by Heather Gibson
It’s time for overpriced 

roses, silly poems, and heart 
shaped chocolate boxes. I 
can’t remember the last time 
I celebrated Valentine’s Day.  
I guess it was something we 
“used to do.” Perhaps when 
our relationship was new 
and I was being courted I 
used to receive flowers at 
work.  Fast forward through 
thirteen years of marriage, 
and I guess somewhere 
along the way it became a 
“Hallmark Holiday” that 
we just didn’t want to waste 
money on. 

But, darn that candy is 
still good on February 15th, 
when it’s 75% off.  Ok, so I 
guess I may participate just 
a little bit in the “economic 
chocolate boom.”

 I really ought to give 
Valentine’s Day a bit more 
credit. It’s an ancient cel-
ebration that has deep roots 
in romance and more impor-
tantly, fertility. Valentine’s 
Day began with a pagan 
festival called Lupercalia. 
This festival, dedicated to 
Faunus, the Roman god of 
agriculture, originally took 
place on February 15th. 
The beginning of the festi-
val would always start with 
animal sacrifice. They sacri-
ficed a goat for fertility and 
a dog for purification. They 
would cut the goat’s hide 
into strips, dip them into the 
sacrificial blood, and gently 
slap both women and crop 
fields with the goat hide. The 
women welcomed the hides 
because it was believed to 
make them more fertile in 
the coming year. Later in 
the day, all the women in the 
city would place their names 
in a big urn. The city’s bach-
elors would each choose a 
name and become paired 

for the year with his chosen 
woman. These matches of-
ten ended in marriage.  Lat-
er, the festival of Lupercalia 
was deemed “un-Christian” 
by Pope Gelasius who fi-
nally deemed February 14th 
Valentine’s Day. During the 
middle ages, France and 
England believed that this 
day was the beginning of 
birds’ mating season, which 
added to the romantic no-
tion, and is perhaps where 
the term “Love Birds” came 
about. 

Americans have been ex-
changing hand-made valen-
tines since the early 1700s.  
It wasn’t until 1840 that Es-
ther A. Howland began sell-
ing the first mass-produced 
valentines here in America. 
Back then, valentines were 
made with real lace, ribbon 
and colorful pictures.  To-
day, Valentine’s Day is the 
second largest card sending 
holiday of the year with 1 
billion cards sent.  Christ-
mas is the largest with over 
2.5 billion cards sent each 
year.  I don’t know about 
you, but that gives me a bit 
of hope. I have been a little 
angry that the written letter, 
especially the love letter, 
has died out. I mean really, 
hasn’t everything become 
inbox messages and text 
alerts? There’s nothing quite 
like holding a letter in your 
hand, appreciating some-
one’s penmanship, and per-
haps even catching a whiff 
of their cologne or perfume. 
Now who is getting a little 
“romantic?”

Speaking of romance, and 
all things Cupid, do you 
have Valentine’s Day plans? 
It may be the busiest night 
of the year for most res-
taurants. It’s the un-official 
“date night of the year.” So 

what’s cooking in our area?  
Pickled Owl, which is usu-
ally closed on Tuesdays, 
will be open for Valentine’s 
Day.  Evan, owner and chef, 
is working hard on a spe-
cial menu. The atmosphere 
at Picked Owl is perfect 
for coupling. The ambiance 
there is warm, and there is 
a lot of candle light. While 
dining, you will be serenad-
ed by good music; usually 
a live band.  And one thing 
you can always count on is 
the very best dessert menu.  
Their desserts are always 
homemade, rich in flavor, 
and always a sweet way to 
wrap up your evening.  Go-
ing on a first date? Pickled 
Owl offers conversation 
starters, which you will find 
on cards in the middle of all 
the tables. These are a fun 
way to “break the ice.” 

And don’t forget about 
Frankie & Johnny’s if your 
sweetheart prefers Ital-
ian food. They have many 
choices, including steak and 
seafood. They have a tradi-
tion of emphasizing dessert 

on Valentine’s Day by ap-
preciating their customers 
with a little extra sugar. 

If you’re staying in and 
just want to surprise your 
partner with something dif-
ferent, why not stop by The 
Hurleyville Market and 
pick up a few packages of 
Aunt Nee Nee’s cookies? 
Aunt Nee Nee’s high qual-
ity treats are sure to hit the 
spot, and are a great gift for 
teachers, co-workers, and 
children, as well.

I suppose Valentine’s Day 
is a good excuse to utter the 
words, “I Love You.” May-
be we need more excuses to 
say it more often.  Maybe 
this holiday gives a reason 
to show it, and not just say 
it.  Maybe a good piece of 
dark chocolate and a glass 
of red wine is good for your 
heart. Maybe a bit of ro-
mance keeps us emotionally 
healthy, makes us feel want-
ed or young again.  Maybe, 
just maybe, the very best 
valentines are handmade 
with crayons and markers; 
the kind of cards we hang 

on the fridge and then later 
tuck away safely in a keep-
sake box.  Maybe we all 
need something tangible to 
hold in our hand; a card we 
can pull out every once in a 
while. A memory that makes 
our heart skip a beat.  May-
be there’s someone you’ve 
been admiring who doesn’t 
know it yet.  Perhaps Val-
entine’s Day can be a corny 
reason for you to take that 
first step. Maybe that first 
step will turn into a life time 
of valentines? Guess you 
won’t know until you ask, 
“will you be mine?”

As for those of us who 
have stopped celebrating 
Valentine’s Day, well maybe 
it’s time to get mushy again. 
A little love never hurt any-
one. Things have changed a 
bit, though. These days, I’d 
take a good nap over a good 
piece of jewelry. But if you 
see my husband, please tell 
him this for me: “Roses are 
red, pizza sauce is too, order 
me a large, heart shaped will 
do.”

Sullivan County Historian 
John Conway admits he 

loves history. He also loves 
to hike, so it was probably in-
evitable that he would even-
tually begin to offer a unique 
opportunity for local resi-
dents to join him in enjoy-
ing both endeavors at once.  
He calls the events “History 
Hikes” and, weather permit-
ting, he will be hosting one 
in Hurleyville on Saturday, 
February 11. It is the first of 
a series of hikes he hopes 
to host at various locations 
throughout 2017.

The Hurleyville History 
Hike, held in collaboration 
with the Fallsburg Parks De-
partment, will take place be-
ginning at 2 PM at the Milk 
Train Rail Trail just off Main 
Street and will commemorate 
the tragic 1907 O&W Rail-
road accident that occurred 
about a half a mile south of 
what is now the trail head.

The story of the accident is 
one Mr. Conway has related 
before, but this will be the 
first time he will do so while 
actually visiting the scene of 
the tragedy.

“Late in the afternoon of 
February 13, 1907 the boiler 
exploded on an O&W pas-
senger train just before it 
reached Luzon Station in 
Hurleyville,” he says. “Two 
railroad men were killed in-
stantly in the explosion, the 
train’s engineer was severely 
injured and would die a few 
days later, and twelve pas-
sengers were hurt when the 
train careened off the tracks.”

Mr. Conway says the force 
of the blast sent pieces of the 
train and the bodies of the 
dead crew members hurtling 
through the air, some land-
ing hundreds of feet from the 
scene.

According to contempo-
rary newspaper accounts, 
the engine was drawing the 
No. 3 train, “one of the finest 
on the road” and was doing 
about forty miles per hour 
when “suddenly there was a 
terrible roar and the sound of 
ripping and tearing of iron. 
The train of cars rammed the 
wreck and four of them left 
the rails. When the steam 
cleared, there was nothing 
but scrap iron left of the lo-
comotive.”

The train had originated 
in Weehawken, N.J. around 

VALENTINE’S DAY HIGHLIGHTS
“A MONTH OF ROMANCE”

IF YOU LOVE HISTORY, YOU’LL LOVE 
THE HURLEYVILLE HISTORY HIKE!

The Hurleyville History Hike on Saturday, February 11 will 
commemorate the 1907 O&W train wreck near Main Street.
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noon that day, heading for the 
mountains with about fifty 
passengers. It had pulled out 
of Middletown about 3 PM 
and had just emerged from 
the rock cut known as Smith’s 
Cut when the explosion oc-
curred. The train was within 
sight of the station at the time, 
and some accounts of the day 
noted that passengers wait-
ing for the train had seen it 
approaching in the distance 
and then watched in horror as 
it was engulfed in smoke and 
steam.

Mr. Conway notes that 
some people at the time had 
suspected that dynamite had 
caused the explosion, and sto-
ries circulated that either in-
tentionally or by accident the 
dynamite had been mixed in 
with the coal that was being 
used to feed the boiler. The 
railroad eventually debunked 
that theory and suggested 
instead that the water lines 
feeding the boiler had fro-
zen, causing the boiler to run 
low on water and to overheat. 
That overheating then thawed 
the lines, allowing cold water 
into the boiler and causing the 
explosion.

The body of the train’s en-
gineer, William Gadwood of 
Walton, NY, was discovered 
more than 100 feet from the 
wreck. Mr. Gadwood was 
alive but severely injured 
when found, his skull frac-
tured in several places, and 
he died shortly afterward. 
The mangled body of fireman 
Martin Mullen, who was be-
lieved to have been killed in-
stantly in the explosion, was 
found 100 feet in the opposite 
direction. A third man, later 
identified as O&W employ-
ee J.D. Vulquette, was also 
killed in the explosion. 

The History Hike will start 
from the trail head by the bas-
ketball courts and continue 
south to the rock cut  and then 
back again, with Mr. Con-
way narrating the story of 
the wreck and relating other 
historical tidbits about Hur-
leyville and the railroad along 
the way.

He says it is an opportunity 
for folks who love history or 
railroads to learn about an 
incident that was once well 
known, but the details of 
which have been lost to time.

In fact, just last year, Mr. 
Conway began an effort to 
memorialize the wreck with 
an interpretive sign not far 
from the scene of the explo-
sion.

He says that now that the 
old railroad bed is part of the 
Milk Train Rail Trail and will 
be regularly visited by hikers 
and bikers, there is an op-
portunity to chronicle a bit of 
history, so he is spearheading 
the project along with Falls-
burg Town Historian Isaac 
“Yits” Kantrowitz.

“The incident is something 
that should be memorialized, 
and a small group of us are 
working on getting a sign 
erected on the rail trail that 
tells the story of the explosion 
and something of the men 
who died in it,” Mr. Kantrow-
itz has said.

Mr. Conway and others 
have been studying newspa-
per stories and photographs 
in an attempt to get an accu-
rate idea of where the wreck 
took place. The interpretive 
sign will be placed at the 
trail head just off Main Street 
and will indicate the distance 
down the trail to the spot of 
the wreck.  A smaller marker 
will designate the actual loca-
tion.

“We are envisioning a sub-
stantial sign on the trail near 
Main Street that will describe 
the incident and point out 
the location of the explosion 
down the tracks,” Mr. Kan-
trowitz said.  

There is paving work that 
will take place on the trail 
beginning in the spring, so 
the erection of the sign will 
have to wait until that is 
completed. In the meantime, 
the best opportunity to learn 
about the explosion, as well 
as other bits of Hurleyville 
history, will come on Febru-
ary 11.

“People must sign up by e-
mail to take part in the hike,” 
Mr. Conway says.  “So they 
should contact me at jcon-
way52@hotmail.com.  The 
hike is weather dependent, so 
in the event of a cancellation 
or postponement, I will notify 
those who are signed up by e-
mail.”

Sullivan County Historian John Conway and his family dog, 
Preston, will lead the Hurleyville History Hike.

“Roses are red, violets are blue. Sugar is sweet, and so are you.”

VALENTINE’S CABARET WARMS UP THE WEEKEND

If you want to chase 
away the “winter 
blahs” and warm up 

your Valentine’s Day 
Weekend, you’ll want to 
make certain you are in 
attendance when the Sul-
livan County Dramatic 
Workshop serves up a 
heaping helping of music 
and desserts, sure to sat-
isfy everyone, regardless 
of their musical taste. 

The Valentine’s Cabaret 
is presented in the style 
of 1930s and ‘40s Jazz 
Clubs, but the music to 
be presented is from a 
broad variety of periods 
and musical styles, and 
each singer brings his or 
her own unique flair. Per-
formances are Friday and 
Saturday, February 10 and 
11 at 8:00 PM, and Sun-
day, February 12 at 2:00 
PM at the Sullivan Coun-
ty Museum, Art and Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main 

Street in Hurleyville. Ad-
mission is $10 per person, 
and includes desserts and 
coffee.

The production’s di-
rector, Jim Schmidt of 
Hurleyville, has ably as-
sembled a talented group 
of singers who will be 
accompanied by the ver-
satile Leon Hilfstein 
of Hurleyville on pia-
no. Beautiful ballads and 
bawdy, belting numbers 
will make for a full eve-
ning or afternoon of en-
tertainment. Featured per-
formers include Shawn 
Bailey of Mileses, Karen 
Beals of Monroe, Mary 
Burkart of Ellenville, 
Renata Daria of Rock 
Hill, Terri Hall of Rock 
Hill, Tom Masciopinto of 
Monticello, Teri Paris of 
Parksville, Ellen Pavloff 
of Kerhonkson, Mekayla 
Perneszi of Hurleyville, 
Amber Schmidt of Hur-

leyville, Lori Schneider 
of Hurleyville, Kim Sch-
neeberger of Ellenville, 
Heather Strauss of Glen 
Wild, and Stephanie Wat-
son of Liberty.

Whether you’ve got a 
honey with whom you 
are celebrating Valen-
tine’s Day, you’re flying 
solo this year, or you’re 
just looking for a fun time 

out with friends, come in 
out of the cold for warm 
music and delectable 
desserts! Tickets will be 
available at the door one 
hour prior to curtain for 
each performance, and 
can also be purchased in 
advance online, by log-
ging on to www.Show-
Tix4U.com. 

It is recommended 

that you plan to arrive 
early. Limited parking 
is available behind the 
museum and there is ad-
ditional parking along 
Main Street.  For further 
information, phone (845) 
436-5336 or log onto the 
Sullivan County Dramat-
ic Workshop’s website at 
www.SCDW.net.

Kim Schneeberger, Terri Hall and Renata Daria (left to right) are three of the singers 
who will bring their own unique style to warm Valentine’s Weekend.
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

Q. Who is your favorite U.S. President and what qualities do 
you want to see in a U.S. President?

“Dwight D Eisenhower, 
although he was before 
my time. He did as much 
to end World War II as 
Winston Churchill, but 
went less praised for it. 
He is solely responsible 
for common every day 
engineering and technol-
ogy we rely on today 
like the Interstate High-
way System, NASA, 
and DARPA, (which we 
now call “The Internet”) 
and holds this and many 
other accolades with an 
in-office approval rat-
ing that has never been 
matched or surpassed 
since.”

Kristin Simmons

“Our President and 
future leaders should 
continue to promote 

diversity. They should 
continue to inspire 
patriotism by sup-

porting our military 
and law enforcement 

agencies.”

“I admire FDR. The 
American public 
must have admired 
him too, because 
he was the only 
American president 
to serve 3 full terms, 
and be elected for a 
fourth. His accom-
plishments while 
president I’m sure 
were many, however, 
the Civilian Conser-
vation Corp (CCC) 
is what I am most 
impressed with. 
This organization 

was formed as a public work relief program to put 
unemployed young men to work during the Great 
Depression, and ran from 1933 to 1942. Some of 
our most beautiful parks, roads, and bridges were 
constructed through the CCC program. Not only 
did he make America more beautiful, but I can 
enjoy a glass of wine while looking at it because 
FDR ended Prohibition in 1933.”

Saoirse Moloney

“Theodore Roos-
evelt is my favorite 
president. He wasn’t 
full of himself, but 
he was brave. Did 
you know he was 
once shot during a 
speech and contin-
ued speaking? That’s 
a strong guy! Walk 
softly and carry a 
big stick.”

Hurleyvil le-Sull ivan 
First will be applying 

for a Sullivan Renaissance 
Maintenance Grant again 
this year. The grant will be 
used to support the projects 
the group continues to work 
on:

• Renovation of St. 
Mary’s Church for use 
as a community center

• Hurleyville Firemen’s 
Park

• Community Gateway
• Community gardens
• Planters at entrances 

to Hurleyville
The members of Hur-

leyville-Sullivan First will 
begin getting gardens, plant-
ers and barrels ready for 
planting in early spring. Ev-
eryone is welcome to come 
out and help. Work dates 
will be announced soon.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
meets on the third Thursday 
of each month at 7:00 PM at 
the Hurleyville Firehouse. 
The meetings are open to ev-
eryone who is interested in 
the revitalization and beauti-
fication of Hurleyville.  

For more information about 
Hurleyville and Hurleyville-
Sullivan First, please visit 
www.hurleyvilleny.com.  

The Sullivan County Mu-
seum recently received an 
item very special to Hur-
leyville-- Lebel Wichinsky’s 
bagel making machine. The 
staff at the museum, along 
with the members of Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First, is 
planning a formal reception 
to celebrate this historic ad-
dition and its inventor. A 
date will be announced soon; 
meanwhile the machine can 
be seen in the auditorium at 
the museum. 

New exhibits at the mu-
seum include “The Mili-
tary Room” honoring Sul-
livan County veterans 
from the Civil War through 
Desert Storm, “Early Sul-
livan County” depicting 
life in period settings, and 
“The Borscht Belt” chroni-
cling this unique era in the 
Catskills. 

Please call Pat Burns at 
845-434-8044 if you are in-
terested in shoveling snow at 
the museum this winter.

The museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open on Sunday 
from 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM 
and from Tuesday to Satur-
day from 10:00 AM to 4:30 
PM.

Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-

tion on the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and the 
Sullivan County Museum.

The Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church provides 
important services to every-
one in our community.

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church provides 
food for at least 40 families 
each week.  The food pantry 
is open each Thursday (ex-
cept the 1st Thursday of each 
month) from 4:00 PM – 6:00 
PM. On the last Thursday of 
each month, the volunteers 
at the food pantry provide 
free clothing for families in 
need.

Volunteers at the church 
host the Community Lunch 
Program. Free soup and 
sandwiches will be served 
on the following Satur-
days from 12:00 PM – 2:00 
PM:  February 4th and 18th, 
March 4th and 18th and 
April 1st. 

The church also hosts a 
Youth Group. Young folks 
are invited to participate 
in an assortment of activi-
ties including board games, 
trivia, movie nights, arts and 
crafts while making new 
friends. The group will meet 
on the following Fridays at 
7:00 PM:  February 3rd and 
February 17th.   More dates 
will be announced soon.

A Bible study group meets 
at the church every Tuesday 
at 7:00 PM.

The church will host its 
annual Corned Beef and 
Cabbage Dinner on March 
11th.

Please call Katrina at 
845-436-7942 for more in-
formation or if you’d like 
to help with any of these 
activities. You can also visit 
the church on Facebook. 

Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance (CHNA), 
comprising multi-genera-
tional residents, homeown-
ers and business leaders, 
is deeply committed to the 

future of Hur-
leyville and 
the towns of 
Thompson and 
Fallsburg. The 
mission of the 
group is clear: 
ensuring fu-
ture sustain-
able growth, 
preserving au-
thentic rural 
character and 
protecting fi-
nite water re-

sources in Hurleyville and 
the towns of Thompson and 
Fallsburg. The mission is 
founded on a commitment 
to sustainable development. 
Premised upon a strategy of 
meeting the material needs 
of a growing population 
while minimizing environ-
mental damage, sustainable 
development can satisfy 
both present and future gen-
erations if done right. Sus-
tainable communities are 
simply “places where people 
want to live and work, now 
and in the future” and Hur-
leyville and the towns of 
Thompson and Fallsburg 
can be those places.

Water resources, traffic 
intensification, community 
character alteration and 
wildlife habitat depletion 
have all been identified by 
the Columbia Hill Neigh-
borhood Alliance as issues 
that must be carefully evalu-
ated before development can 
be deemed sustainable and 
worthy of approval. 

Please visit www.colum-
biahill.org to learn how you 
can help to protect our com-
munity.

A prototype of Louis “Lebel” Wichinsky’s bagel making ma-
chine will soon be on display at the Sullivan County Histori-
cal Society.

This painting of the old Columbia Hotel 
property by Jay Brooks shows the natural 
beauty the Columbia Hill Neighborhood 
Alliance is dedicated to protecting.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

Could someone turn off 
the ice machine?  I don’t 

know about you, but I’ve had 
enough of that stuff.  It is so 
stunning, that glittering coat 
on everything in sight…if 
only it weren’t so treacher-
ous!

Stay indoors and tune in 
on Saturday, February 4 for 
Kevin McDaniel as he takes 
over the mike on Alice Page’s 
FOLK PLUS on WJFF radio 
from 12 PM – 1 PM, which  
is one controversial hour!  
Then stay tuned for Kevin’s 
own show HOME GROWN, 
where he will be featuring 
the young original artist AY-
ANNA MARTINE.

The Open Mic at the High 
Falls Café, run by the tal-
ented musician singer, song-
writer, Jeff Entin, is an excel-
lent venue for our Sullivan 
County musicians to spread 
beyond.  Pack up your gear 
and take the trip every 2nd 
Thursday of the month.

If Jazz is your thing, check 
out the duo of Al Defino and 
Larry Ravdin at Sorrella in 
Kauneonga Lake.  Great food 
and music provided by two 
masters.  Make sure you put 
this great location on your 
winter’s weekend list.

Another great Saturday 
evening out is the Pick-
led Owl.  I have never been 
disappointed by the groups 
booked there, which is saying 
a lot.  And the food is amaz-
ing!

All scheduled are “weather 
permitting”
For February
3rd Friday: Sorrella: AL DE-
FINO and LARRY RAVDIN 
(Jazz), 3562 State Rte 55, 
Kauneonga Lake, 6-9 PM
4th Saturday: WJFF 90.5 

FM: FOLK PLUS with Kev-
in McDaniel, 12PM -1 PM
4th Saturday: WJFF 90.5 FM: 
Kevin McDaniel’s HOME 
GROWN; 1PM-2 PM
4th Saturday: Sorrella: AL 
DEFINO and LARRY RAV-
DIN (Jazz), 3562 State Rte 
55, Kauneonga Lake 6-9 PM
4th Saturday: The Pickled 
Owl: CAMPFIRE JONES & 
SARA HULSE (roots, blue-
grass and reggae), 218 Main 
St, Hurleyville, 6 PM
5th Sunday: DeFillipis Bak-
ery: MUSIC WHERE YOU 
LEAST EXPECT IT (open 
mic), 506 B’way, Monticello, 
11 AM-1:30 PM
6th Monday: DUTCH’S 
OPEN MIC: 204 Rock Hill 
Dr, Rock Hill, 7 PM
7th Tuesday: Brew: (TEN-
TATIVE) ANOTHER ODD 
TUESDAY with THE 
GREATER SULLIVAN 
SEARCH AND RESCUE 
ORCHESTRA (any and all 
requests), 280 Rock Hill Dr, 
Rock Hill 6:30 PM 
9th Thursday: High Falls 
Café Open Mic: 12 Stone 
Dock Rd, High Falls, 7 PM 
-9 PM
10th Friday: Sorrella: AL 
DEFINO and LARRY RAV-
DIN (Jazz): 3562 State Rte 
55, Kauneonga Lake 6-9 PM
11th Saturday: The Pickled 
Owl: RARE FORM (blue-
grass, reggae, Irish, funk) 218 
Main St, Hurleyville, 6 PM 
11th Saturday: Sorrella: AL 
DEFINO and LARRY RAV-
DIN (Jazz): 3562 State Rte 
55, Kauneonga Lake 6-9 PM
12th Sunday: DeFillipis Bak-
ery: MUSIC WHERE YOU 
LEAST EXPECT IT (open 
mic), 506 B’way, Monticello, 
11 AM-1:30 PM
13th Monday: DUTCH’S 

OPEN MIC: 204 Rock Hill 
Dr, Rock Hill, 7 PM
17th Friday: Sorrella: AL 
DEFINO and LARRY RAV-
DIN (Jazz): 3562 State Rte 
55, Kauneonga Lake 6-9 PM
18th Saturday: The Pickled 
Owl: DEBBIE “DALLAS” 
FISHER (roots, blues, folk & 
originals): 218 Main St, Hur-
leyville, 6 PM 
18th Saturday: Sorrella: AL 
DEFINO and LARRY RAV-
DIN (Jazz): 3562 State Rte 
55, Kauneonga Lake 6-9 PM
19th Sunday: DeFillipis Bak-
ery: MUSIC WHERE YOU 
LEAST EXPECT IT (open 
mic), 506 B’way, Monticello, 
11 AM-1:30 PM
20th Monday: DUTCH’S 
OPEN MIC: 204 Rock Hill 
Dr, Rock Hill, 7 PM
21st Tuesday: Brew: (TEN-
TATIVE) ANOTHER ODD 
TUESDAY with THE 
GREATER SULLIVAN 
SEARCH AND RESCUE 
ORCHESTRA (any and all 
requests), 280 Rock Hill Dr, 
Rock Hill 6:30 PM
24th Friday: Sorrella: AL 
DEFINO and LARRY RAV-
DIN (Jazz): 3562 State Rte 
55, Kauneonga  Lake 6-9 PM 
25th Saturday: The Pickled 
Owl: THOSE GUYS (mod-
ern mountain music duo): 
218 Main St, Hurleyville, 6 
PM 
25th Saturday: Sorrella: AL 
DEFINO and LARRY RAV-
DIN (Jazz): 3562 State Rte 
55, Kauneonga Lake 6-9 PM
26th Sunday: DeFillipis Bak-
ery: MUSIC WHERE YOU 
LEAST EXPECT IT (open 
mic), 506 B’way, Monticello, 
11 AM-1:30 PM
27th Monday: DUTCH’S 
OPEN MIC: 204 Rock Hill 
Dr, Rock Hill, 7 PM

Fallsburg Provides Housing for Bluebirds of Happiness
As part of the collabo-

ration between Fallsburg 
Central School District 
(FCSD) and Cornell Coop-
erative Extension (CCE) 
in Liberty, sixth graders at 
Benjamin Cosor Elemen-
tary School (BCES) as-
sembled bluebird houses 
for the BCES Trail behind 
the school building. The 
bluebird is the state bird 
of New York State and in 
need of nesting cavities. 
Aggressive species such 
as house sparrows and 
starlings have been taking 
over nesting places. The 
openings in the assembled 
birdhouses are suitable 
only for bluebirds. 

CCE’s SueAnn Boyd 
arranged for Brian Brust-
man, who is the District 
Manager for Sullivan 
County Soil & Water Con-
servation District, to pro-
vide materials for twenty-
four nesting boxes. An 
experienced carpenter 

and environmentalist, Mr. 
Brustman and CCE were 
pleased to donate the ma-
terials, labor and time to 
work with the children.  

On January 12, second 
grade teacher Ms. Leah 
Exner welcomed Mrs. 
Boyd and Mr. Brustman 
to Mrs. Dawn McCarthy’s 
classroom and twenty ea-
ger students. Ms. Exner 
administers the Sullivan 
Renaissance Healthy Ini-
tiatives Grant that sup-
ports the Trail project. The 
grant paid for most of the 
hammers and screwdrivers 
on hand.  

Mr. Brustman and Mrs. 
Boyd began step by step 
details of assembling six 
pieces of pine, with pre-
drilled screw holes and 
nail locations. They had 
spent many hours to get 
the houses ready for the 
children. Mr. Brustman 
called on a student to come 
up front with him to dem-

onstrate the steps. 
Interestingly, he 
chose Nicholas Co-
lombo, whose father 
owns a woodwork-
ing/carpentry shop! 
Nicholas finished his 
model easily, and he 
traveled around the 
room enthusiastically 
assisting his class-
mates.

The classroom was 
atwitter with activi-
ty—a veritable San-
ta’s Workshop with 
twenty elves busy 
at five tables. The 
adults in the room 
were moving from 
table to table to offer 

guidance and support, in-
cluding using screw guns 
to help fasten the sides of 
the houses. Even Princi-
pal Mary Kate Stinehour 
joined in. The teamwork 
and good energy was won-
derful to witness, each 
child holding pieces of 
wood for their tablemates 
and encouraging each oth-
er. At the end of the hour, 
all nesting boxes were 
complete and ready to re-
ceive student names.  

In a few weeks the 
houses will line the BCES 
Trail. The nesting boxes 

and the newly opened trail 
are the perfect prescrip-
tion to help the bluebird 
survive and thrive. Each 
spring they and their off-
spring will return to BCES 
just as the students, their 
siblings and their children 
will do as well. As Ms. 
Exner says, “We are so 
thankful to have resourc-
es such as these to guide 
the students of the district 
through hands-on projects 
that will enhance the trail 
and help the creatures of 
the environment at the 
same time!”

Benjamin Cosor sixth graders Nicholas Muscia and Kayalah 
Brewster work together to assemble bluebird houses.

Corrinah Martin

Patricia Benevides

Nicholas Colombo puts the last nail 
into his finished bluebird house.
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SOME SCENES FROM AROUND TOWN

Fallsburg Seventh Graders Hear a Sobering Message at DARE Graduation

With all the tempta-
tions and challenges 

of underage drinking and 
the prevalence of opioids 
ranging from pain killers 
to heroin facing teenag-
ers today, Fallsburg Jr/Sr 
High School is committed 
to supporting its students 
in making good decisions. 
An important part of that 
effort is providing the 
Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education (DARE) Real 
Refusal Strategy Program 
to all seventh graders, 
considered one of the most 
vulnerable age groups in 
our society.  

Last December, Falls-
burg Jr/Sr High School 
Resource Officer (SRO) 
Jason Edwards awarded 
the entire class certificates 
of completion of this valu-
able program. The essen-
tial parts of the ten-week 
training are contained in 
the acronym REAL.  RE-
FUSE is saying, “no, I 
don’t want to” do some-
thing. EXPLAIN is say-
ing “why” I don’t want to 
do something.  AVOID is 
keeping away from a situ-
ation I don’t want to be in-
volved in.  LEAVE is tak-
ing me out of a situation I 
don’t want to be in.

On hand for the cer-
emony were FCSD Su-
perintendent Dr. Ivan 
Katz, Junior/Senior High 
School Principal Michael 
Williams and Officer Scott 
Jordy.  

“You will be faced with 
making decisions on chal-
lenging issues throughout 
your lives,”  the Superin-
tendent said.  “I am proud 
of you for learning how to 
make them in the DARE 
Program.”

When Principal Wil-
liams spoke, he held the 
audience’s undivided at-
tention with a personally 

moving story of the disas-
trous effect poor judgment 
and bad decision-making 
can have on young people 
of their age and not much 
older. He concluded with 
these words: “In an in-
stant, you can make a bad 
choice and pay a very big 
price that will impact your 
life for a long time.”

The story had a dramatic 
impact on the audience, 
putting a whole new face 
on the training the stu-
dents had just completed. 
SRO Edwards and Officer 
Jordy handed out the cer-
tificates to a very somber 
group of young people, 
with Principal Williams 
having taught them a pro-
found life lesson through 
the prism of his own expe-
rience.

The Catskill Nordic Ski Club is active throughout the area in the winter months.  Con-
tact the club’s leader, Pat at 845-794-1039 for information or to join.

Weather permitting, the Milk Train Rail Trail will be the setting for the first Hur-
leyville History Hike, led by Sullivan County Historian John Conway in collaboration 
with the Town of Fallsburg Parks Department, on Saturday, February 11 at 2 PM.

The Hurleyville Arts Centre at 216 Main Street will show the documentary film, “How 
to let Go of the World and Love All the Things Climate Can’t Change” at 4 PM on 
Saturday, February 4. See the ad in this edition for more information.

Although the Pickled Owl on Main Street is typically closed on Tuesdays, they will be 
open with a special menu for Valentine’s Day, Tuesday, February 14.

The Sullivan County Historical Society’s temporary exhibit “Early Sullivan County” at 
the Museum, 265 Main Street, Hurleyville, depicts scenes from life throughout vari-
ous time periods.

At the 7th grade DARE graduaton were (l to r) School Resource Officer from Fallsburg Police 
Department (FPD) Jason Edwards, FPD Officer Scott Jordy, FCSD Superintendent Dr. Ivan 
Katz, and FJSHS Principal Michael Williams.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire 
Department is always 

looking to recruit new 
members. You can stop in 
on any Monday evening at 
7:00PM to get an applica-
tion or see what we are all 
about. If you don’t want to 
fight fire we can use fire po-
lice or you can work behind 
the scenes supporting the 
front line fire fighters. We 
do more than just fight fire. 
We even provide all of your 
training for free.

At the January meet-
ing of the Hurleyville Fire 
Company #1, Chief Alan 
Price and President John 
O’Neil announced that 
they had received two sig-
nificant donations. One 
was for $600.00 from the 
employee’s “Crisis Fund” 
from the Fallsburg Termi-
nal of Rolling V Bus Cor-
poration. 

 Part of the letter from 
Rolling V that accompa-
nied the check stated that 
“The acknowledgement of 
the Hurleyville Fire Dept. 
as a worthy organization 
is a testament to the good 
work you do.”

Ironically it was just a 
few years ago that the Fire 
Department honored Roll-
ing V with their “Commu-
nity Service Award.” 

This goes to show you 
the mutual respect that we 
have for each other and 
what we each do for the 
community.

The second check was 
for $2,500 from the SYDA 
foundation of South Falls-
burg. Most of the SYDA 
properties are in the Hur-
leyville Fire District. The 
donation was in recogni-
tion for the work that we do 

and our contributions to the 
community.  In addition, 
when the check was deliv-
ered it came with a basket 
of treats for the member-
ship to enjoy (which we 
did).

Some of the monies 
from these donations went 
into the Fire Department 
equipment fund. This fund 
is used to purchase equip-
ment that was not part of 
the budget. The items pur-
chased make life respond-
ing to and working at an 
incident a little more tol-
erable. One such purchase 
being considered is new 
extrication goggles for fire-
fighters who wear glasses.

In most communities the 
fire departments is usually 
the focal point of the com-
munity. The membership is 
grateful that these two fine 
organizations have recog-
nized what we do. So thank 
you to both of them.

In other news, you might 
remember that I previously 
have written about the 
“Move Over Law.” Well, 
The Governor just signed 
an expansion to the “Move 
Over Law.”  This is a quote 
from his office:

“Slow Down and 
Move Over: New York’s 
“Move Over” law.  
Driver’s to use due care, 
slow down and safely move 
over when approaching 
law enforcement vehicles, 
fire trucks, ambulances, 
tow trucks, and construc-
tion and maintenance ve-
hicles stopped along the 
roadway. The law was first 
established in 2011 to pro-
tect those working along 
the roadway and has since 
been expanded to include a 

wider range of emergency 
and hazard vehicles.”

The law was expanded 
to cover ALL emergency 
service vehicles and equip-
ment, whatever color light 
they are flashing. Once 
again, it is good common 
sense to use caution around 
any emergency scene. Be 
careful. Listen to the fire 
police or whoever is direct-
ing traffic. They are there 
to help you, not to block 
you from going to work or 
home. Sometimes the road 
just gets blocked and you 
CAN NOT go that way. 
Give them a brake (pun 
intended) and follow their 
instructions.

Don’t forget the 29th 
Annual Hurleyville Fire 
Department -Town of Falls-

burg Youth Commission 
Ice Fishing Contest is Sat-
urday, February 11th from 
7:00AM – 3:00PM. The 
event takes place on Morn-
ingside Lake off Brickman 
Road in Hurleyville. 

Even with the unsea-
sonably warm weather that 
we have had we still have 
enough ice and the future 
forecast predicts (I hope) 
more cold weather is in 
store for us.

If you have any ques-
tions just call: Jack at 436-
5418, George at 434-3475 
or Fred at 434-7706.

Unfortunately, I have 
been to a number of tragic 
and devastating fires since 
the start of the New Year. 
PLEASE be safe in trying 
to keep warm.

FEBRUARY 19, 1937
Work To Begin On N.Y. 

Water Shafts
Boring of the first of three 
excavation shafts for the 
New York City water sup-
ply project will begin within 
the next two weeks. Con-
tractors assembled plans 
and machinery this week at 
the three sites and checked 
details preliminary to ac-
tual excavation.  The three 
shafts will range in depth 
from approximately 750 feet 
to approximately 1500 feet. 
They will provide the bores 
through which excavation 
of the huge sixty-mile water 
supply conduit will be made.
The contracting company, 
Dravo, Inc., had not yet be-
gun hiring workers, it was 
reported, but was expected 
to select what local labor it 
requires shortly. Key jobs on 
the three shafts such as rock 
drillers and others requir-
ing experience necessarily 
would be filled outside the 
region, it was believed. The 
contractors will have their 
headquarters at Kerhonkson.

G.O.P. Speakers Ask Fight 
On Court Change

All the speakers at the Lin-
coln Dinner last Friday night 
at the Lenape Hotel made a 
plea to fight President Roos-
evelt’s proposal to enlarge 
the United States Supreme 
Court. As a source of inspi-
ration for patriotic Ameri-
cans of today, speakers pro-
claimed Lincoln’s faith in 
the power of righteousness 
and his confidence in the in-
nate soundness of the Amer-
ican people.

Speakers were Senator 
Thomas C. Desmond, Frank 
L. Wiswold, former Senator 
from Albany County, and 
Assemblyman Chauncey B. 
Hammond of Elmira.

Desmond, in referring to 
his resolution to memori-
alize Congress, requested 
that “under no consideration 
should it accede to the Presi-
dent’s demand to change 
the present Supreme Court 
setup.”

Young Doctor To Open Of-
fices Here

Dr. Victor Drucker, of the 
Bronx, New York City, will 
open offices in Hurleyville 
for the general practice of 
medicine on April 15th next.

In accordance with a lease 
which he entered into with 
Mrs. Rachel Penski, she 
is required to remodel her 
house so as to make two 
apartments, one on the first 
or ground floor, which will 
be occupied by the doctor, 
and one on the second floor 
for her own family.

Dr. Drucker, who will be 
married next month to Viola 
Abramowitz, only daughter 
of Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
Abramowitz of Monticello, 
has an extensive practice in 
the Bronx, but because his 
intended wife would rather 
live near her parents and in 
the country, where she spent 
the greater part of her life, 

he has decided to build up a 
practice here.

Dr. Drucker has received 
his Bachelor of Science de-
gree at the City College of 
New York, and his Doctor 
of Medicine degree from the 
University of Maryland.

Ferndale Triplets Gain 
Strength In First Week

The triplets born February 
ninth at Maimonides Hos-
pital to Mr. and Mrs. Oscar 
Henry of Ferndale are re-
ported gaining in strength 
and vitality under the care of 
Dr. Luther F. Grant, who at-
tended their birth.
The infants, two boys and a 
girl, have been dubbed the 
Triple –A or AAA because 
all three were given names 
beginning with the letter 
A.  The children are Albert 
George, Arthur Francis, and 
Alice Jane.
Mrs. Henry, twenty-six, al-
ready has one daughter, four. 
Mr. Henry operates an ice 
route.

Defer Braddock Bouts
Heavyweight Champion 

James J. Braddock’s two 
charity exhibition bouts 
scheduled Monday night 
have been postponed un-
til late in March decause of 
lack of public interest, it was 
announced.

FEBRUARY 26, 1937
Renew Search For 

Luckman
Bulletins have been is-

sued by the New York City 
police offering a reward of 
$1,000 for the arrest of Ike 
Luckman, brother of Meyer 
Luckman, one of three men 
convicted and sentenced for 
the murder of Sam Drukman 
of Brooklyn, found dead in 
the Luckman garage.

Luckman has several times 

been the object of a search 
in Sullivan County, the last 
time in December when 
he was reported living at a 
Fallsburgh hotel.  Two New 
York detectives, accompa-
nied by Sergeant Thomas J. 
Mangan, checked the report, 
but without success.

Week-end Business Good, 
Hotel Managers Report
Hotels and boardinghous-

es throughout the County 
reported unusually good 
patronage for the Washing-
ton’s Birthday week-end. In 
spite of bad weather, hun-
dreds came to the County 
by rail, bus, and private car. 
Sunday’s heavy rains ruined 
skating and kept a majority 
of visitors indoors during 
their entire stay. Hotelmen 
reported there had not been 
a comparable mid-winter 

week-end crowd during the 
recovery period.

School Children Entertain 
Crowd With Operetta
The operetta, “Hansel 

and Gretel,” presented at 
the school here last Friday 
evening provided a musical 
treat long to be remembered 
by the large crowd which at-
tended the entertainment.

The presentation of the op-
eretta, a miniature version of 
the opera given at the Metro-
politan Opera House in New 
York City, was splendid with 
Alida Lounsbury as Hansel 
and Molly Wood as Gretel.

The costumes of the thir-
ty-three members of the 
cast were cleverly planned 
by Mrs. Howard Wood, and 
the scenery in charge of 
Mrs. Peter LaBaugh, added 
the final authentic touch to 
the stage setting. Superior 
acting, under the dramatic 
supervision of Miss Lois 
Hussong, and the musical 
selections, which ranged 
from soloes to choruses, un-
der the competent direction 
of talented music teacher 
Miss Ruth Horne, made the 
operetta one of the best dra-
matic and musical hits ever 
produced by children in the 
Hurleyville school.

In addition to the two 
leading characters, the cast 
included Albert Lounsbury, 
Ruth Fromowich, Lillian 
Greenspan, Jimmy Loun-
sbury, Rose Cohen, Sonia 
Silberman, Arnold Feldstein, 
Dolly June Levine, Seymour 
Rofsky, Marcia Feinstein, 
Vincent Eltz, Millie Van 
Keuren, Hylia Ennist, Gwen-
dolyn Skinner, Anna and 
Sophia Kostiff, Catherine 
Toohey, Richard Tremper, 
Nicholas Andresky, William 
Kostiff, Eleanor Quick, Ce-
cile Wellingham, Marguerite 
Bowers, Margaret Toohey, 
and Helen Lengyl.

Heavyweight Boxing Champion Jimmy Braddock, who 
trained at the Hotel Evans in Loch Sheldrake and later lived 
in nearby North Branch.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

by Kelly Wells and Amanda Letohic

Greetings from the 
Fallsburg Library!

Did you know there is a 
public library in Fallsburg? 

Well there is! We’re 
located at 12 Railroad 
Plaza in South Fallsburg, 
across the street from the 
Police Station and Town 
Hall. The library offers so 
much more than just books 
(although we have those 
too)! We have DVDs and 
Blu Ray movies, museum 
passes to local museums 
including Bethel Woods, 
magazines, and we offer 
a variety of programming 
for children, teens, and 
adults. All of our programs 
are FREE and open to the 
public. 

Check out just a few of 
our program offerings: On 
the first Thursday of each 
month we offer a Ladies 
Night at 7 PM, in February 
we’ll be painting wine bot-
tles! Mondays at 6:30 PM 
we have a Children’s Craft 
Night and on Tuesdays we 
have a Preschool Story 
Hour at 10 AM and 6 PM. 
On Wednesday February 
8th at 7 PM we’ll be hav-
ing a Teen Night to make 
some chocolate hearts just 
in time for Valentine’s 
Day. On February 16th at 6 
PM we’ll be making perler 
bead key chains for kids 
7-14 years old.  

Stay up-to-date on all 
of our programs by check-
ing out our website (www.
fallsburglibrary.org) or by 
following us on Facebook, 

Instagram, or Twitter. If 
you have any questions 
about our programs, or if 
you would like to sign up 
for one, stop in or call the 
library (845-436-6067) 
and speak to Amanda at 
ext. 102.

We also offer a Library 
Book Club on the last 
Thursday of each month – 
stop in or call and speak to 
Pennie, at ext. 104, about 
which book will be dis-
cussed each month.

Are you interested in 
signing up for a Library 
card? It’s easy! If you’re 
a resident of the Fallsburg 
Central School District, 
just bring in a valid photo 
ID and proof of residency 
(tax bill, utility bill, etc.). 
Children can get their own 
card too with the signature 
of a parent/guardian of the 
Fallsburg Central School 
District.

Check back here every 
month to stay up-to-date 
on what’s happening at 

your local library. We look 
forward to seeing you at 

the Fallsburg Library soon!



left for each.
Sarah duplicated her 

amazing initial run, and 
Jesse was even faster the 
second time around. Deke 
could see that even Janice 
was starting to worry as she 
took her place in the gate.  
But she responded to the 
pressure and turned in an 
even better run than before. 
Still, Jesse’s unequaled time 
meant that Deke had to turn 
in his best run yet by a sig-
nificant margin in order for 
them to advance to the Cup 
finals.

Buoyed by what trans-
pired on his last run, Deke 
was strangely calm as he 
entered the gate. It was un-
heard of for him to com-
pletely surrender control in 
anything he did, but he was 
determined to relegate him-
self to spectator status and 
allow the skis to do their 
thing. Whatever it was that 
was happening, he was go-
ing along with it. 

He did, and the results 

were nothing short of amaz-
ing.  Totally relaxed, he had 
an incredible experience 
hurtling down the hill, at 
the mercy of his own skis, 
vaguely aware of his arms 
and legs going in every di-
rection seemingly at once. 
He had some sense of the 
acrobatic nature of the run, 
but had absolutely no clue 
whether it was fast enough 
to put him and Janice into 
the finals.

Until the announcement 
came.

His time was the fastest 
of the day, and in fact had 
never been equaled on the 
Columbia slopes.

He and Janice were in the 
finals.

By this time you are no 
doubt as confused by what 
is happening as Deke Tem-
ple is. What does all of this 
portend? Find out in the 
exciting conclusion of Pos-
sessed in the March issue of 
The Hurleyville Sentinel.
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POSSESSED

How many times have 
you asked yourself 

that question when you or 
a loved one becomes ill 
and needs medical atten-
tion? This topic needs to be 
addressed-- and for good 
reason.

Whenever we become 
ill, whether it is a child, a 
parent, a grandparent, or a 
dear friend, our emotions 
sometimes get the best of 
us and we panic. With the 
implementation of the Af-
fordable Care Act and other 
health care plans, many of 
us have seen a spike in our 
premiums, deductibles, and 
loss of our once personal 
physicians. Many have 
been unable to afford any 
kind of health insurance at 
all. This situation has add-
ed approximately 900,000 
more citizens in New York 
State once having private 
insurance to the Medicaid 
system. This has caused 
many people to seek medi-

BY JACK ROBBIN
Illustration by Carol Smith

When we last left Deke Temple, 
he and Janice Pearson had en-
tered the Luzon Cup couples 
ski race at The Columbia Hotel 
in Hurleyville. Having never 
skied before, Deke rented a pair 
of skis, and was assisted by an 
impish Frenchman named Mike, 
who ran the ski shop at the ho-
tel. Mike presented Deke with a 
mysterious pair of hickory skis 
he said had once belonged to 
the Olympic Gold Medal win-
ner Henri Oreiller, and assured 
Deke they would serve him 
well. Deke wasn’t so sure. He 
is about to find out as he makes 
his way to the slopes for his first 
run in Part III of our story…

PART THREE

Six of the couples had 
completed their first runs 

by the time Deke reached 
the top of the hill with his 
newly refurbished skis. Jan-
ice appeared nervous as she 
told him that Fred and Lisa 
had both turned in impres-
sive runs and were a full 
seven seconds faster than 
the next fastest couple.  

Deke tried to study the 
form of the other men as 
each of them made their 
way down the hill, and 
in his mind translated the 
movements of the best of 
them to his own body while 
trying not to be too obvi-
ous about what he was do-
ing. Finally, Jesse and Sarah 
took their runs, and Janice 
pulled him over toward the 
starting gate to prepare to 
take their turn.  

Typically, he was su-
premely confident when it 
came to anything athletic, 
but he could feel his heart 
pounding in his chest as he 
watched Sarah and Jesse 
make their runs. Both were 
smooth and agile, and Jesse 
turned in the fastest time 
of the day up to that point. 
Sarah was a bit slower than 
Lisa’s time, however, and 
together their score was just 
a second and a fraction be-
hind Fred and Lisa, who re-
tained the lead.

Deke slipped into his 
bindings as Janice took her 
run, which was flawless, 
and drew oohs and ahhs 
from the crowd, including 
the other skiers. Predictably, 
her time was the fastest of 
the women, which put the 
pressure squarely on him.

He had memorized the 
movements the better skiers 
had utilized in their runs, 
and tried to emulate them as 
he broke from the gate, but 
he soon realized something 

was terribly wrong. His 
brain was directing his body 
to follow the same fluid mo-
tion he had observed in the 
others, but his skis were not 
following.

Instead, he found him-
self hurtling downhill com-
pletely out of control, barely 
making it into and out of 
the gates. He went airborne 
several times, feeling totally 
off-kilter, only to regain his 
balance in mid-air, almost 
as if the skis had a mind of 
their own and the ability to 
propel and correct them-
selves.

He finished his run, out of 
breath and red-faced, unsure 
of what had just occurred. 
He was so pre-occupied he 
completely missed them 
announcing his time, and it 
was only upon hearing the 
applause of those watching 
the run that he had an in-
kling of how he had done.

It turned out that his time 
was only slightly behind 
Fred’s, the third fastest 
of the men. Together, he 
and Janice stood in second 
place, just a few tenths be-
hind Fred and Lisa and just 
over a second faster than 
Jesse and Sarah.

Deke still had no idea how 
that had happened, and was 
too flabbergasted to even 
speak.

Janice was ecstatic. She 
said she was now more con-
fident than ever that they 
would win the Luzon Cup.

The relative standings 
had not changed much by 
the time Deke and Janice’s 
turns came up again.  Only a 
couple of skiers were able to 
better their times from their 
first runs and they were not 
among the leaders. Deke 
and Janice remained in sec-
ond place.

Janice again took her run 
first, and effortlessly negoti-
ated the course, almost ex-
actly duplicating her time 
from her initial run, which 
was remarkable considering 
the fact that the course had 
deteriorated from use. Deke 
was again aware of his heart 
pounding nearly out of con-
trol as his turn approached, 
and by the time he took his 
place in the starting gate he 
was finding it difficult to 
breathe.

He was determined to 
make a smoother run of it 
than his first turn, and had 
convinced himself that he 
should realistically be faster 

his second time on skis than 
he was his first time. At the 
signal, he pushed off hard 
from the gate, using all of 
his considerable strength to 
give himself a good start. 
However, once he was un-
derway, he felt control of the 
skis leave him again, despite 
his best effort to duplicate 
the motion he had observed 
the other skiers employ. As 
hard as he tried to get con-
trol—and he continued to 
try-- the skis did not coop-
erate, hurtling him wildly 
down the hill, through each 
gate, with him spending al-
most as much time in the air 
as on the ground. The harder 
he fought to maintain some 
semblance of control, the 
more obstinate the skis be-
came. And then the run was 
finished, again without him 
even getting an opportu-
nity to put into practice the 
moves he had been studying 
so intently. 

As he made his way off 
the course, the heavy skis 
slung over his shoulder, 
he could not help but be 
amazed at the reaction of 
the hundred or so hotel 
guests who lined the hill to 
watch the races and were 
now cheering wildly at his 
acrobatic run. He caught a 
glimpse of Mike in the dis-
tance, standing outside the 
ski shop, and could have 
sworn he detected a salute 
when their eyes met.

Janice rushed up to him 
as soon as he came off the 
course, informing him that 

the time for his second run 
was a tenth of a second fast-
er than his first run, which 
still fell three tenths of a 
second short of overtaking 
Fred and Lisa. That meant 
second place, and a head-
to-head matchup with Jesse 
and Sarah, who finished 
in third. The fourth place 
couple was two older skiers 
named Rick and Cindy, who 
finished far off the pace, 
and did not appear likely 
to have a chance to win, 
though Deke knew that any-
thing could happen in head-
to-head single elimination 
competition such as they 
were entering into.  

He listed intently as the 
hotel owner announced that 
the second place couple, 
Deke and Janice, would race 
next against the third place 
couple, Jesse and Sarah, 
and then the first place cou-
ple, Fred and Lisa, would 
compete against Rick and 
Cindy. The head-to-head 
match-ups would involve 
two runs for each skier, with 
the total aggregate times of 
their runs used to determine 
the winner of each of the 
races. The winners of the 
initial matchups would then 
battle each other in the fi-
nals for the Luzon Cup.  

The announcement also 
noted that the races would 
start in approximately half 
an hour, allowing for a quick 
grooming of the course, so 
Deke decided to try to find 
Mike and discuss what was 
going on. 

He knew he had to tell 
someone, and knew just as 
certainly that that someone 
could not be Janice.

Mike was standing out-
side the ski shop smoking 
a cigarette when Deke ap-
proached.

“Oh mon Dieu!” Mike 
exclaimed as soon as he 
caught sight of Deke. “Ex-
ceptionel!”

Deke blushed, not know-
ing how to respond.

“These skis…” he began, 
fumbling for words.

“You have made Oreiller 
very happy,” Mike contin-
ued. “Now just go win this 
thing. Bonne chance, mon 
ami!”

“Mike…” Deke began, 
only to be cut off by a tug at 
his jacket sleeve.

“Deke, come on, they 
want to take our pictures!” 
Janice said, pulling him 
back toward the hill.  “It’s 
for the hotel newsletter.”

Overwhelmed by the sheer 
joy emblazoned on Janice’s 
face, Deke could not resist 
her. He knew this was exact-
ly what she had fantasized 
about all weekend, and he 
could not bring himself to 
deny her the moment. So 
he followed her back to the 
hill where the other three 
couples who had qualified 
for the head-to-head races 
were posing for photos. He 
joined in, feigning enthu-
siasm, a smile on his face, 
but his mind remained on 
the inexplicable phenom-
enon he was encountering 

with the skis, his confusion 
made even more profound 
by Mike’s strange greeting. 
 
“You have made Oreiller 
very happy.”  

There was no time to think 
about it further, however, 
as they had no sooner fin-
ished giving the hotel pho-
tographer their names than 
the public address system 
roared to life again, calling 
them all to the starting gate.

He and Janice had the 
choice of going first or 
second and Janice quickly 
chose second, without even 
a glance in his direction. 
The order of runs therefore 
decided, Sarah took her 
place in the starting gate.

Her run was flawless, and 
her time was considerably 
faster than her earlier runs. 
Jesse skied next, and again 
turned in the fastest time of 
the day to that point.

“Sandbaggers!” Janice 
whispered in Deke’s ear. 
“They were purposely hold-
ing back before.”

Deke wasn’t so sure, but 
he knew the times would be 
difficult to beat. He watched 
nervously as Janice took her 
place in the starting gate, 
but quickly realized that he 
had completely underesti-
mated her. Not only was her 
form exquisite as she em-
barked down the hill, weav-
ing in and out of the gates 
in rhythmic fashion, but she 
seemed to have shifted into 
another gear speed-wise. 
Her time was faster even 
than Sarah’s, but Jesse’s 
speedy descent, unmatched 
all afternoon, still put in-
credible pressure on Deke.   

He was halfway down the 
hill, still fighting to control 
his skis when he had a reve-
lation. In mid-race he decid-
ed to stop trying to fight the 
skis, and completely sur-
rendered his will to theirs. 
It seemed crazy, and it was 
one of the most difficult 
things he had ever forced 
himself to do, but he simply 
relaxed and went along for 
the ride.  

Without the battle of 
wills, the remainder of the 
run was actually enjoyable, 
and ceding control to the 
skis made a huge differ-
ence in his time, too, which 
made it even better. In fact, 
his time was nearly equal to 
Jesse’s, and a mere tenth of 
a second now separated the 
two couples with one run 

Deke found himself hurtling downhill completely out of control, barely making it into and 
out of the gates.

DOCTOR’S OFFICE/URGENT CARE 
or the EMERGENCY ROOM???

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
by Kathleen Sullivan

“DAVID BOCKMAN”

David Bockman (known 
by everyone as “Uncle 

Dave”), the son of Abraham 
and Jesse Bockman, was born 
in New York City on June 15, 
1906, and grew up in South 
Fallsburg.

Abraham immigrated to 
the United States from the 
Ukraine and was processed 
through Ellis Island in 1903.  
Jesse and their five children 
followed a short time later. 
Their family grew…Dave had 
six brothers and three sisters.

 Having chosen pharmacist 
as his profession, Dave gradu-

ated from Fordham Universi-
ty in the Bronx and became a 
Registered Pharmacist.

Upon graduation, Dave re-
turned home to the Catskills 
and managed Heller’s Phar-
macy in Hurleyville for three 
years. The pharmacy was on 
the corner of Main Street and 
Mongaup Road…today it’s 
a parking lot for Frankie and 
Johnny’s Presents Nardi’s.  
Dave eventually purchased 
the business and operated it 

successfully for forty-three 
years. Bockman’s Pharmacy, 
“The Complete Modern Drug 
Store”, was a gathering place 
for everyone, offering coffee, 
a roll with butter, conversa-
tion, and most importantly, 
Dave’s warmth, charm and 
dry sense of humor. 

A bit of Hurleyville lore and 
a sign of a wonderful commu-
nity…if the store had to be 
left unattended for a while the 
door was left open.  Custom-

ers were trusted to come in 
and leave payment for their 
purchases on the counter.

Western Union services 
were available at the phar-
macy.  It also served as a 
station for the Shortline Bus 
Company, and was the stop in 
Hurleyville for the Fallsburg 
School District.

Dave married Augusta 
“Gussie” Matenson.  Gussie 
was born in Hurleyville.  Her 
father died at a young age.  
Her mother operated a dry 
cleaner’s shop in the Min-

nie Fogel building in Hur-
leyville…the site of the Hur-
leyville Arts Centre. 

Gussie and Dave were 
the parents of four children:  
Saundra, Flora, Sheldon and 
Albee.  Albee is the President 
and Chief Executive Officer 
of Mobilemedic EMS based 
in Hurleyville.

Dave and Gussie were 
renowned throughout the 
Catskills for making the “Best 
Egg Cream in the Mountains.”

A dedicated amateur radio 
enthusiast, Dave often in-

vited friends to come and lis-
ten while he was “on the air” 
communicating with folks 
around the world.

Dave also repaired and sold 
radios and televisions.  Natu-
rally, Bockman’s had the first 
color television in Sullivan 
County.

Dedicated to the commu-
nity, Dave served as Direc-
tor of Sullivan County Civil 
Defense for more than twen-
ty years.  He was an ardent 
supporter of Congregation 
Anschei Hurleyville, and the 
Hurleyville Fire Department.

Dave was especially proud 
of his sons’ service in the U. 

S. Armed Forces. Sheldon 
served in the U.S. Army, and 
Albee was a member of the 
U.S. Air Force. The American 
flag was proudly displayed at 
the pharmacy.

Dave passed away in 1975 
after a short illness. Gussie 
and Sheldon continued to 
run the business for several 
years as a country store. They 
eventually sold the building, a 
landmark in Hurleyville, and 
it was later destroyed in a fire.

Dave is one of Hurleyville’s 
many wonderful treasures.

Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com to find more trea-
sures in Hurleyville.

The outside of Bockman’s Pharmacy circa 1945.

Pharmacist Dave Bockman with the ham radio in his store.

Dave Bockman inside his drug store.

cal attention from our local 
hospital emergency rooms. 
Although it is available 24 
hours a day, the ER setting 
may not always be the most 
appropriate venue to get 
help.

The Emergency Room 
has now become the “First 
Stop” for many of us in time 
of need. This has caused 
our emergency rooms to 
become congested and cre-
ated long wait times to see 
a doctor. If your situation is 
non-emergency, you will be 
triaged, seated, and waiting 
so that more seriously ill 
patients can be seen expe-
ditiously. This sometimes 
causes frustration, anger, 
and negative opinions of 
our hospitals through no 
fault of their own. All ar-
eas of healthcare have been 
“streamlined” in order to 
financially accommodate 
the influx of people requir-
ing medical care.

As responsible citizens, 
we must respect and assist 
our hospitals by choos-
ing the most appropriate 
facility to meet our needs.  
Here are some suggestions: 
Doctor’s Office/ Urgent 
Care
* Allergies
* Colds/Flu/Fever                                                              
* Ear Pain/infection                                                          
* Sore throat/cough                                                          
* Minor cuts/burns                                                            
* Rashes                                                                               
* Sprains/strains/simple 
 fractures                                  
* Insect bites                                                                       
* Urinary Tract Infections                                                  
*Severe burns/cuts
*Minor asthma                                                                             
Emergency Room
* Chest Pain
* Shortness of breath/
 difficulty breathing
* Sudden paralysis/slurred 
 speech
* Unconsciousness
* Severe headaches
* Severe injuries/ trauma
* High fever
* Shock
* Uncontrolled bleeding
* Visible fractures

Hope these hints are 
helpful to you. Your hospi-
tals and EMS profession-
als surely appreciate it! 
Be well and safe out there, 
Hurleyville!

A portion of the menu from 
Bockman’s Pharmacy.



move up to the adult league 
very soon, said best, “I just 
love the adrenaline rush you 
get when you shoot well.” 

Travis Archery is located on 
Clark A Road in Woodbourne, 
just 10 minutes outside of 

Hurleyville. It is a friendly 
neighborhood business that 
welcomes shooters of all lev-
els and has high-quality equip-
ment available for purchase at 
their retail store, open from 
4-9 on weekdays and 9-9 on 

weekends. It’s never too late 
to join in on the winter league, 
which also shoots on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday 
nights, or to call up for a pri-
vate session at the indoor gal-
lery at (845) 443-3068.

by Julia Batista

During an energizing game 
at the Fallsburg school 

on Thursday, January 19th, 
point guard Diamond Weeks 
of the varsity girls basketball 
team made school history by 
achieving 1,000 points in her 
basketball career.

In an extremely intense 
game against the Burke Cath-
olic Eagles, Ms. Weeks scored 
her thousandth point in the 
last four seconds of the game. 
Guarded by at least four Burke 
players, she made her last two 
points with an amazing layup. 
Winning the game by a score 
of 51-40, not only did the 
Fallsburg Comets bring an-
other win to their records, but 
an outstanding player as well. 

Ms. Weeks has always been 
and is a very dedicated bas-
ketball player for the Falls-
burg girls basketball team. 
She started playing the sport 
at a very young age, and it has 
allowed her to become one of 
the most successful players 
in the section. She is now the 
first female basketball player 
in Fallsburg history to reach 
one thousand points. 

“It feels amazing, the whole 
game I was nervous and frus-
trated. I thought I wasn’t go-
ing to make it happen, but I 
pulled through and it did,” 
Ms. Weeks said after the game 
about reaching the thousand 
point plateau. “The crowd 
was crazy, and it made me 
very nervous.” 

It was indeed a very lively 
game, the Fallsburg crowd 
rooting for Ms. Weeks as she 
played her very best to reach 
her goal. The team and the 
community were both more 
than supportive and excited to 
know that one of the Fallsburg 
players had achieved such an 
outstanding feat. 

“Something like this is 
priceless, and it makes me 
reflect as a coach about the 
things I can do to further take 
my players to a higher level. 
I am very happy to be a part 
of it,” Coach Daniel Redmond 
commented about Ms. Weeks’ 
astounding achievement. “An 
accomplishment like this defi-
nitely puts Fallsburg on the 
map, and it brings the commu-

nity together in a great way to 
support our team.”

After the game was won and 
over, there was a short cer-
emony to honor Ms. Weeks. 
A variety of gifts were given 
from her very supportive team 
and family and friends, all 
congratulating her on reach-
ing something that no one 
thought was possible. 

“It was a very special mo-
ment for me. I greatly appre-
ciate everything that my team 
and everyone else did for sup-
porting me.” she said.

Ms. Weeks will definitely 
be earning a banner that will 
hang in the Fallsburg school 
gymnasium, marking her as 
the first female basketball 

player to reach the thousand 
point mark. However, she still 
has a few games left this sea-
son and another whole season 
next year to accumulate even 
more points and possibly beat 
the school all-time record, 
which is around 1,350 points 
currently held by Sam Cope-
land. 

The Fallsburg school and 
community are proud to have 
devoted and talented play-
ers such as Diamond Weeks 
participating in school sports. 
We add our own congratula-
tions to Ms. Weeks and many 
well wishes to the rest of the 
team in their journey to make 
it to Sectionals for the seventh 
year in a row!

by Angelee Santillo

First incorporated as a 
Summer Olympic sport 

in 1900, archery has had a 
long history of significance 
to sportsmen over time, prac-
ticed in everything from glob-
al combat to hunting for sus-
tenance, and, more recently, 
recreation. Here in Sullivan 
County, archery is most popu-
lar from October to Decem-
ber, when “bow season” is in 
effect for licensed hunters to 
take to the forests of our great 
state in search of the best big 
game they can find. For many 
locals, bowhunting has been a 
part of life from a very early 
age, but over in Hurleyville’s 
neighboring community of 
Woodbourne, Travis Archery 
is running a recreational oper-
ation that is taking archery as 
a sport to a whole new level.

On the nicest Sunday after-
noon of the year so far, Travis 
Archery, located on Clark A 
Road in the Hasbrouck area 
of Woodbourne, had a full day 
of classes going on for their 
winter league. The facilities, 
on the grounds of the Tra-
vis family’s private residence, 
comprise a retail shop and an 

indoor shooting gallery where 
the action takes place. The 
adult session, which some-
times sees up to 40 partici-
pants, had already occurred 
in the morning, and it was the 
kids’ turn to shoot at 1PM. 
Walt Travis, owner and op-
erator, was a friendly and wel-
coming host as he waited for 
the kids to arrive and talked a 
bit about the family business.

The indoor gallery, for one, 
was as state-of-the-art as back-
yard recreational facilities get. 
A sprawling 1,500 square feet, 
the all-season range is split into 
five shooting lanes at 20-yards 
a piece, with built-in contain-
ers for arrows at each lane and 
plenty of hanging mounts on 
the walls for bows through-
out the place. The mounted 

deer and antlers on the walls 
added just the right amount of 
rustic touch, and each piece 
of equipment hanging next to 
them looked more high-tech 
and expensive than the last. 
This place is the real deal, and 
as parents started settling into 
the lounge area behind the 
shooting lanes, four kids were 
dedicated enough to give up 
the one warm winter Sunday 
they might get all year to prac-
tice the sport they love.

It was immediately clear 
that archery isn’t like the other 
sports around here. Whereas 
parents drop kids off at soc-
cer or basketball practice and 
watch from the sidelines, at 
Travis Archery’s kids’ league, 
the family is heavily involved, 
standing behind the archers 
and offering words of encour-
agement as they prepare for 
the face-off. That is fitting, 
as Travis Archery has always 
been a family business. 

It began in Liberty with 
Walt’s father, Howard Jr., who 
is still involved in the compa-
ny. About five years ago, the 
family decided to move the 
business to Walt’s property in 
Woodbourne, where they cur-
rently operate both the indoor 
gallery and a retail store. In 
today’s economic climate for 
small local businesses, Walt 
operates Travis Archery as a 
side gig, as it just wouldn’t 
be sustainable on its own, but 
with his full-time job as a cor-
rections officer at the prison in 
Woodbourne, he’s happy to be 
able to continue doing what 
the family loves so much.

As the kids get ready to 
shoot, this is also apparent 
in Walt’s daughter, Maggie, 
who at ten years old entered 
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 
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TRAVIS ARCHERY HITS THE BULLSEYE ON SMALL BUSINESS

Fallsburg Comet Diamond Weeks poses with her dad, Adri-
an following the game in which she recorded her 1,000th 
career point.

SUNY-Sullivan
Basketball Round-Up

Diamond Weeks Makes History 
Scoring 1,000 Points

Four youngsters shoot at Travis Archery targets (left to right):   Maggie Travis, Ashli Torres, 
Amelia Edwards, & Jack Rielly.

Maggie Travis, 10, daughter 
of the owner, gets her bow 
ready for shooting.

Amelia Edwards, L, and Jack Rielly, R, shoot their third round 
on Sunday.

by Win Hadley

Scott Artis poured in 17 
points and hauled down 

11 rebounds to lead the 
Sullivan County Commu-
nity College Generals to a 
79-64 win over Kingsbor-
ough Community College 
in Brooklyn on January 22.  
Romero Collier also scored 
17 points for the Generals, 
while contributing 11 as-
sists. Nasheed Dixon added 
14 points and Nysir Wil-
liams 11 for Sullivan, which 
raced out to an eleven point 
halftime lead.  Twelve play-
ers saw action in the game 
for the Generals, and nine 
of them played at least four-
teen minutes.

It was the second straight 
win for Sullivan, coming on 
the heels of an 80-72 home 
court win over LaGuardia 
Community College the 
night before. The pair of 
victories followed an 88-83 
loss to Ulster County Com-
munity College at Stone 
Ridge on January 19. 

On Thursday evening, 
January 26, the Generals 
travelled to Bronx Com-
munity College, where they 
recorded a 75-63 road win, 
which left Sullivan with a 
14-4 slate on the year, in-

cluding 9-2 in conference 
play. Nassau County Com-
munity College leads the 
conference standings with a 
12-1 record, including a 74-
61 triumph over the Gener-
als on December 3.

Sullivan will have played 
three more games by the 
time this edition of The 
Sentinel hits the streets, 
most notably a January 28 
rematch against conference 
leader Nassau in Loch Shel-
drake, which promises to be 
quite a tussle.

Sullivan’s Lady Generals 
also played at Kingsbor-
ough on January 22, holding 
the Wave women scoreless 

in the first quarter and to just 
five points for the entire first 
half en route to a convincing 
91-23 win. Kyla Given had 
20 points and 11 rebounds 
for the Lady Generals, while 
Amal Mahmoud contributed 
16 and Jennifer Bronson 14.

On January 26, the Lady 
Generals took on Bronx 
Community College at 
Alumni gymnasium in the 
Bronx, coming away with a 
79-54 win.

With the two victories, the 
Lady Generals improved to 
15-1 on the year and 10-0 in 
conference play.  They have 
won seven games in a row 
and remain in first place.

Kyla Given had 20 points and 11 rebounds to lead the Lady 
Generals in a rout of Kingsborough Community College on 
January 22.

the gallery with a reserved yet 
confident manner as she took 
the left lane and set her ar-
rows into her bow for the first 
round. It is obvious she’s been 
doing this for a while, as she 
hit the bottom right bullseye 
on a three-target paper dead 
center on her very first shot of 
the day. Hey, this is her fami-
ly’s business, after all. Next to 
her were Ashli Torres, Amelia 
Edwards, and Jack Rielly, all 
lined up to shoot.

For all sessions, it is an 
individual competition (no 
teams), where archers shoot 
10 rounds of three arrows 
each for 30 total. A perfect 
score is a 300, just like in 
bowling, and all competitors 
use their own bows and ar-
rows. After each round, Walt 
Travis, sometimes with the 
help of the parents, examines 
the targets to keep score, and 
a prize is usually awarded at 
the end. This Sunday, they 
were shooting for a snazzy 
Travis Archery t-shirt in patri-
otic red, white, and blue, and 
all four kids were incredibly 
skilled with their bows. 

Mary Edwards, mom of 
archer Amelia, travels all the 
way from the Sullivan West 
school district area to shoot 
every Sunday. “It’s the only 
place in the county for ar-
chery that we know of,” she 
said, watching her daughter 
from a distance. “Everyone in 
our family shoots, and it’s just 
something we all love to do.”

Ashli Torres, of Liberty, 
came with her grandfather, 
Harry Edwards, who stood 
behind her as she shot, coach-
ing her along the way. At 16, 
she was the oldest shooter but 
newest to the sport, although 
you couldn’t tell from how 
well she hit the targets. 

“She just started shoot-
ing this month,” Harry said, 
looking on proudly as Ashli 
hit very close to the red. “She 
got a bow for Christmas, and 
I read about Travis Archery, 
so we came here. She likes to 
bow hunt, so we hope this will 
be good practice for her.”

That seems to be the case 
for many of the people who 
utilize the indoor gallery in 
the winter. During hunting’s 
off-season, Walt Travis said 
many people who shoot in-
doors do so to keep sharp 
until bow season comes back 
around. There are some who 
simply shoot for sport, but 
for the many hunters in Sul-
livan County, their gratitude 
for a local business like Tra-
vis Archery is shown when 

they bring in photos of big 
kills they’ve gotten with bows 
purchased at their little retail 
shop, or thanks to the preci-
sion and skill they’ve attained 
while having a place to prac-
tice all winter. 

“You’re their best friend 
when they get a deer, and 
they blame the bow when 
they don’t,” Walt teased while 
scoring a round. “But we do it 
because it’s our hobby.”

As the rounds came to a 
close, also impressive was 
Jack Rielly, a 7-year-old with 
a killer shot who wielded his 
bow like a pro. Jack’s dad 
was with him as he shot, 
giving him solid advice and 
constructive criticism as he 
launched his arrows down 
the lane. Shooting since he 
was just three years old, Jack, 
like many kids in the Sunday 
morning class, hopes to im-
prove to eventually bow hunt 
in the wild when he’s of age.

On Sunday, the kids were 
shooting for a t-shirt, but in 
the adult league, the Travis 
family has been known to be 
quite generous with the prizes 
they’ve awarded to the top ar-
chers of the season, handing 
out trophies and plaques to 
commemorate their accom-
plishments. They even gave 
out a $550 bow one year, and 
judging by the caliber of prod-
uct they have in their base-
ment retail shop, it was surely 
top-of-the-line. 

The truly special thing 
about Travis Archery is the 
spirit of tradition that rings 
throughout the property. Fa-
ther Howard Jr., pinning tiny 
inflated balloons up on all the 
targets, ended the Sunday ses-
sion with a game they’ve been 
playing for years.

“We used to have a range in 
the basement of Ideal Food in 
Liberty,” he reminisced, smil-
ing as he recalled the memory. 
“There was a time when no 
one was hitting any targets 
on paper, so I hung some bal-
loons and offered a dollar for 
every one popped. All of a 
sudden, you heard pops ev-
erywhere!” 

Things really do not change. 
Once the balloons were hung 
and dollar bills were on the 
line, the kids started shoot-
ing with amazing precision, 
and the place sounded like 
bubble wrap being stepped 
on. The money made the kids 
smile, but it was surely the 
love for the sport of archery 
that brought them back every 
week. 

As Ashli, who is likely to 
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