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BASKETBALLGREENING OUR WORLD
by Eli Ruiz

LOCH SHELDRAKE –
Through a chance encounter 
at a recent anti-pipeline rally, 
a 17-year-old SUNY Sullivan 
student was able to convince 
an Oscar-nominated docu-
mentarian to bring his latest 
work to the Loch Sheldrake 
campus for an intimate screen-
ing of “Gathering Our Hearts 
at Standing Rock,” just in time 
for Earth Day.

Iris Fen Gillingham, a first-
year early admission student 
from Livingston Manor, has 
had a front row seat to climate 
change her whole life—three 
major floods, which should 
have been 100- and 500-year 
events, hit her family farm 
within a span of five years 
when she was a child. As a re-
sult, her family was unable to 
keep farming for a living. Add 
to that the looming threat of 
fracking, and Ms. Gillingham 
knew she had to add her voice 
to the climate change fight. 
She is regional youth direc-
tor for Earth Guardians New 
York, and she is involved in 
SUNY Sullivan’s branch of 
Earth Guardians RYSE (Ris-
ing Youth for a Sustainable 
Earth).

“Seeing the state of the 
world today I realized that if 
I want to have a future, a fu-
ture where myself and my kids 
will have clean drinking water 
that I could not wait for politi-
cal leaders to evoke change,” 
Ms. Gillingham said. “We as 
the people have the power to 
create a sustainable and just 
world. I cannot just accept 
the status quo, and as a young 
person I am going to use my 
voice to speak and my feet to 
march.”

On April 19, director Fi-

del Moreno brought his film, 
“Gathering Our Hearts at 
Standing Rock” to SUNY Sul-
livan’s Seelig Theatre at the 
request of Ms. Gillingham and 
a friend. After the screening, 
Mr. Moreno answered ques-
tions from the audience and 
performed a traditional wa-
ter ceremony in honor of the 
water protectors at Standing 
Rock.

The documentary was 
filmed at the Standing Rock 
Sioux Reservation in North 
Dakota, during the height of 
protests against the Dakota 
Access Pipeline, which would 
carry oil through Sioux an-
cestral lands and threaten the 
tribal water supply. Many 
people still don’t understand 
the whole story of Standing 
Rock, Mr. Moreno said before 
the screening, and he hopes 
his film will help provide that 

information. The issue is not 
over, despite President Don-
ald Trump lifting delays on 
the pipeline, Mr. Moreno said, 
and he plans to visit Standing 
Rock again.

“One of the things that 
struck me when we arrived 
was how absolutely everyone 
was working together toward 
this common goal: protect-
ing their water and land,” Mr. 
Moreno said of his experience 
at Standing Rock. “So many 
people coming and going but 
still there was order… at one 
point there were over 280 dis-
tinct tribes from all over the 
U.S., Central and South Amer-
ica, and Canada. It truly made 
me realize the power of num-
bers, that a likeminded group 

can really get things done.”
It’s important to connect 

North Dakota to New York, 
Ms. Gillingham said, so local 
residents understand the sig-
nificance of the situation.

“One of the biggest issues 
with climate change is that 
the oil and gas industry is in 
a rush to build the infrastruc-
ture to keep us addicted for the 
next 50 years” Ms. Gilling-
ham said. “The oil industry’s 
attempt to increase oil tanker 
and barge traffic along the 
Hudson, build two pipelines 
from Albany to refineries in 
New Jersey, and increase oil 
traffic by rail, including crude 
from the tar sands, will take us 
down the wrong road. One that 
is dependent on fossil fuels.”

HEARTS GATHER AT SUNY SULLIVAN

PHOTO BY ELI RUIZ
From left to right, Wes Gillingham of Catskill Mountainkeeper, “Gathering Our Hearts at 
Standing Rock” director Fidel Moreno, Iris Fen Gillingham  of SUNY Sullivan Earth Guard-
ians RYSE and performer Rachel Marco Havens, at a screening for “Gathering Our Hearts at 
Standing Rock” on April 19 at SUNY Sullivan’s Seelig Theatre.
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by Gabriela Almonte

GLEN SPEY – Earth Day 
occurs every year on April 
22. It was founded in 1970 by 
U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson.

At my school, the Home-
stead School, we made litter 
bugs instead of regular bugs 
because of Earth Day. We also 
made three bottles that have 
different things in them. The 
first one had grass in it, the 
second one had leaves in it, 
and the third one had dirt in it. 
It was an experiment because 
when you put water in the big 
bottles with their cap off, the 
water in each bottle will look 
or get darker and darker and 

to me, it was very cool.
Earth Day is about taking 

care of our Earth so it stays 
forever, like “do not litter.”

That’s a good reason be-
cause sometimes if you litter 
on the beach it can hurt ani-
mals and make them endan-
gered. At school we have an 
Earth Day Pledge of Alle-
giance. It includes: “I pledge 
not to litter on the ground” 
and “I pledge to be nice to 
people that surround me.”

Earth Day is also very spe-
cial to me because it’s my 
grandma’s birthday and that’s 
cool.

Happy Earth Day, every-
one.

EARTH DAY IS A MONTH LONG
AT HAC

by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE – Earth 
Day will last about five 
weeks at Gallery 222, with 
the opening of a new envi-
ronmental-themed fine art 
exhibit.

“Wild and Balanced” 
opened on Saturday, April 
22, and will continue Sat-
urdays through the end 
of May. The exhibit was 
curated by Connecticut-
based Six Summit Gallery 
director Leo Feroleto and 
conservation-minded artists 
who hope to encourage dia-
logue about environmental 
issues through thought-pro-
voking art.

“Wild and Balanced” is 
the latest installment of the 
Hurleyville Arts Centre’s 
efforts to bring “art with a 
purpose” to Hurleyville. 
The creative portrayals of 
animals and the environ-
ment in the various art 
pieces, including a sculp-
ture of a fawn topped with 
a pieced-together child’s 
face, inspires viewers to pay 
attention to wildlife and na-
ture in ways they wouldn’t 
normally expect, said HAC 
web and media coordinator 
Ellyane Hutchinson. The 
Arts Centre operates Gal-
lery 222.

There was a great turnout 
at opening night, which also 
featured a reception with 

several of the artists, Ms. 
Hutchinson said. People 
were impressed to see art of 
that level, with that type of 
message, in the Catskills.

“Quite a few people were 
like, ‘I can’t believe this 
is in Hurleyville,’” Ms. 
Hutchinson said.

It was a wonderful oppor-
tunity to speak to the artists, 

many of whom are conser-
vationists themselves, and 
learn from them, said Erin 
Dudley, art programs coor-
dinator for HAC.

Six Summit Gallery has 
made a point to work with 
conservationist artists and 
to host fine art exhibits that 
promote messages of envi-
ronmentalism and conser-

vation, due to the history of 
its location in Ivoryton, CT. 
Ivoryton was ground zero 
for ivory manufacturing at 
the turn of the 20th centu-
ry, Mr. Feroleto said, indi-
rectly causing the slaughter 
of thousands of elephants 
for the production of piano 
keys, billiard balls and oth-
er items.

On May 13, after another 
reception with the “Wild 
and Balanced” artists, Hur-
leyville Arts Centre will 
host a screening of Leon-
ardo DiCaprio’s documen-
tary, “The Ivory Game.” 
Leaders of African Wildlife 
Foundation, including its 
president, Kaddu Sebunya, 
will host a panel discussion 
about ivory trafficking and 
the poaching of African el-
ephants.

Hurleyville Arts Centre is 
continuing to build a sched-
ule that blends art with ac-
tivism, politics and culture. 
Its line-up included a Feb-
ruary screening of the Josh 
Fox documentary “How to 
Let Go of the World and 
Love All the Things Cli-
mate Can’t Change” and a 
discussion with the direc-
tor, and in late May it will 
feature a screening of the 
documentary, “They Shall 
Not Perish” with an intro-
duction by writer/director 
George Billard, a Sullivan 
County resident.

PHOTO PROVIDED
“Centaurus” by Gaetanne Lavoie is an oil on linen painting 
that is on display in the Hurleyville Arts Centre Gallery 222 
environmental art exhibit, “Wild and Balanced.”

EARTH DAY FOR THIRD 
GRADERS

PHOTO BY GABRIELA ALMONTE
Homestead School third grade teacher, Ms. Balsano helps 
students Ahmed (center) and Krisha (right) with their Earth 
Day projects.

by Heather Gibson

HURLEYVILLE – 227 
Main Street has been renovat-
ed and is open for business! 

On May 12 from 4 to 7 p.m., 
Fiber on Main and Pinwheels 
will be hosting an Open House. 
You don’t want to miss out on 
this fun evening, but here’s a 
bit of information to prepare 
you for the big event and all the 
surprises they are working on.

When I arrive at Pin-
wheels, Maria is busy trying 
to organize her new space. She 
doesn’t have the room she had 
at her previous location, so 
she’s doing her best to down-
size and figure out new and 
creative ways to display quilts 
and fabric. Maria begins to tell 
me the story of how she found 
Hurleyville, and I learn that her 
son Michael lives at The Cen-
ter for Discovery, so she’s been 
coming to this area for a long 
time. 

“We’d like to give back to 
this area, maybe settle here,” 
she explained. “It’s a feel-good 
community that my family 
would like to be a part of.”

Pinwheels was born in Ma-
ria Tamaoka’s family home in 
Connecticut, but later planted 
itself in Croton-on-Hudson, 
NY. Now Pinwheels has been 
uprooted and is settling here. 

Pinwheels began as a quilt-
ing club for Japanese women. 
These women, married to 
Japanese businessmen, didn’t 
have much to do here in the 
states. Maria, whose husband 
Hilo is from Japan, wanted to 
help these women develop a 
skill and a hobby. Maria would 
provide the materials needed 
to quilt and the women would 
feed her dinner, and some-
times dessert and coffee. She 
began to find great purpose in 
this work and began to import 
Japanese fabric. In fact, Maria 
is the main distributor of the 
popular fabric called Daiwabo 
here in the U.S. 

Daiwabo specializes in the 
color taupe. This fabric is 
contemporary. She also sells 
Oakshott, which is from Eng-
land. Oakshott specializes in 
solid colors, not prints, and 
has a great deal of movement 

to it. Both of these fabrics are 
unique, as they are very differ-
ent from what we would buy at 
a typical Jo-Ann Fabric store. 

Pinwheels will sell quilting 
books and also allow customers 
to borrow them. Maria will of-
fer community quilting classes, 
and she will teach the commu-
nity how to make a zipper bag, 
a step stool and pillow cases. 
She will also host a “Christ-
mas in July” event where she 
will teach how to make a tree 
skirt or a stocking. Please reg-
ister for all Pinwheels quilting 
classes by visiting www.hur-
leyvillemakerslab.org and feel 
free to contact Maria at 914-
271-1045 with any questions 
regarding what Pinwheels will 
offer in the near future.

Next door, Annie Cadden 
greets me with a huge smile 
and offers me a cup of hot tea. 
There’s relaxation music play-
ing in the background as she 
begins to explain how Fiber 
on Main has evolved. I can’t 
help but smile. I think of Ken 
Robinson, one of the world’s 
leading international advisors 
on education, who once said, 
“Being in your element is not 
only about aptitude, it’s about 
passion: it is about loving what 
you do, tapping into your natu-
ral energy and your most au-
thentic self.”  

Annie is in her element, and 
her excitement for all that Fiber 
on Main has to offer is abso-
lutely, undeniably contagious.

She shows me around, and 
I meet some new people. One 
woman is spinning. No, not 
on a bicycle, in a spin class, 
silly. I’m referring to spinning 
wool into yarn. Annie shows 
me some yarn that was just 
dyed with onion peels, and she 
explains to me how Fiber on 
Main uses organic materials 
often found in nature to dye the 
yarn into various colors. I am 
quite fascinated to learn of the 
process and the steps taken to 
bring yarn from sheep to shop.

Annie works directly with 
the Hurleyville Maker’s Lab, 
and she explains that work-
ing with them has been a 
blessing because she’s been 
pleasantly surprised by how 
quickly they can produce some 
of the tools needed to turn fi-
ber into a finished product. 
One of these tools is the inkle, 
which is used for weaving.  
When I asked Annie to explain 
the concept or philosophy of 
Fiber on Main, she referred 
me to their Facebook page, 
where it states, “This is a fiber 
arts studio which hosts classes 
and workshops for everyone; 
expanding the maker’s move-
ment on Main Street.” 

“This is a community space, 
a gathering place, a place where 
you can come with your baby 
in a stroller and learn to knit or 
crochet, a place where you can 
rent a piece of equipment for 
very little money and weave a 
rug for your new home,” Annie 
further explained.

Fiber on Main is offering 
a ton of classes, and also will 
be hosting teachers and arti-
sans from the Hudson Valley. 
For example, Cal Patch from 
www.hodgepodgefarm.net will 
be coming to teach a few dif-
ferent sewing classes; one in 

which you can learn to make 
your own leggings. Ali from 
www.saltandstill.com will 
be regularly teaching classes 
on bundle dyeing. Additional 
workshops and events include: 
Bi-Monthly Knit-Ins, Commu-
nity Spin-In, Intro to Weaving, 
Kitchen Dyes, Intro to Spin-
ning, Rigid Heddle Weaving, 
Weave a Rag Rug, Backstrap 
Weaving and so much more.

For registration, workshops 
and event listings please go 
to www.hurleyvillemakerslab.
org.

PHOTO BY HEATHER GIBSON
Maria Tamaoka, owner of 
Pinwheels at 227 Main St., 
specializes in imported Japa-
nese fabric.

PHOTO BY HEATHER GIBSON
Fiber on Main, now decorated with a sign made at the 
Hurleyville Maker’s Lab, will have a joint grand opening 
with its neighbor, Pinwheels, on May 12.

HEATHER VISITS…
FIBER ON MAIN AND PINWHEELS
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.
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Q. How has social media impacted your life, negatively or 
positively?

“Social media has been 
great for keeping in 
contact with friends and 
family, but too many of us 
from the younger gen-
eration have lost many of 
our social skills and our 
willingness to ‘think out-
side the box’ due to social 
media which influences 
one way or another.”

“That’s a loaded question. It’s been a great impact in 
terms of being able to stay in touch with friends and 
family and friends that have spread out throughout the 
country. It’s been a great way for me to grow my per-
sonal business. It does sadden me to see how negative 
and judgmental some people can be, though. It seems 
our society has allowed everyone to think their opinion 
is the right one and has forgotten the rule that we need to 
respect each other.”

“Social media for me has been a blessing. There are 
many friends and family I don’t get to see often because 
of distance and with social media I can keep a connection 
with them on a daily basis and get a glimpse into their 
life adventures. There are negative ways to utilize social 
media of course, but with anything else it’s what you 
choose to do with it to see what you get back. It’s fun to 
take pictures and keep in touch. I also enjoy it as a tool 
of discovery and education as you may run across things 
you might have never encountered in your own life, and 
then get an idea from someone else and then seek out 
new experiences.”

“Growing up I felt that I was greatly affected by social 
media both negatively and positively. During childhood, 
especially when I was entering middle school, I felt there 
was a lot of pressure regarding social media. Pressure to 
have a lot of friends on your social media account, or to 
get likes on your pictures.  I believe stress like that rings 
true especially to females in general.  I know for me 
when I was growing up I felt the need to look a certain 
way because that’s what I saw on TV, or on the internet. 
The negative stigmas from social media were a power-
ful and manipulating tool growing up. However, I feel as 
though I have been affected positively by social media as 
I got older. When I entered college I learned how impor-
tant social media really is, especially in today’s society. 
Networking is an important part of most career fields and 
social media is a fast and effective way to establish con-
nections. There is no denying that social media today has 
a greater impact on people than ever before.”

HURLEYVILLE – Sullivan 
First was awarded a Mainte-
nance Program grant at the 
Sullivan Renaissance Spring 
Forum on April 20.  The grant 
will be used for the care of proj-
ects that continue to make Hur-
leyville an oasis in the Town of 
Fallsburg. 

Volunteers will be needed to 
help get gardens, planters and 
barrels ready for planting. Work 
dates will be announced soon.

Some members of the group 
have already been hard at work 
picking up the litter on Colum-
bia Hill and Main Street.  

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
meets on the third Thursday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at the Hur-
leyville Firehouse. The meet-
ings are open to everyone in-
terested in the revitalization and 
beautification of Hurleyville.  

 Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more information 
about Hurleyville and Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First. 

The Sullivan County Mu-
seum and the Sullivan County 
Historical Society are looking 
for volunteers.  Anyone inter-
ested in exploring genealogy 
and the history of life in Sulli-
van County can call Pat Burns 
at the museum.  The museum’s 
phone number is 845-434-8044. 

Exhibits at the museum in-
clude:

• Sullivan County Wildlife 
Exhibit features mounted 
birds, mammals and fish na-
tive to Sullivan County. 
• The General Store dis-
plays items that were avail-
able at the commercial cen-
ters of towns in the 1800s.
• The Woodstock Festival 
provides a history of the 
land on which the festival 
was held as well as a look at 
the legendary celebration of 
rock and folk music.
• A History of Sullivan 
County Farms showcases 
photographs and authentic 
farm equipment and tools.
• The Military Room gives 
well-deserved recognition 
to Sullivan County veterans 
from the Civil War through 
Desert Storm.
• Early Sullivan County 
displays original memora-
bilia that depict two cen-
turies of life in Sullivan 
County.
• The Borscht Belt provides 
a record of this unique era in 
the Catskills.
• The Frederick A. Cook 
Gallery features the largest 
public collection of artifacts 
from the expeditions of the 
pioneer Polar explorer.

A prototype of the bagel 
making machine invented and 
patented by Hurleyville inven-
tor Lebel Wichinsky is also on 
display at the museum.   

The Sullivan County Histori-
cal Society is still accepting do-
nations of yearbooks from Sul-
livan County high schools and 
Sullivan County Community 
College. Yearbooks from the 
Fallsburg High School for the 
years before 1947 and for the 
years 1951, 1954, 1955, 1957, 

1958, 1965, 1968, 1972, 1973, 
1980, 1983, and for the years 
after 1987 are needed to help 
make the collection complete.

The museum, located at 265 
Main Street in Hurleyville, is 
open on Sunday from 1 p.m. to 
4:30 p.m. and from Tuesday to 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.

Please visit www.scnyhistory.
org for more information on the 
Sullivan County Historical So-
ciety and the Sullivan County 
Museum.

The Bread of Life Food Pan-
try at the Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church is open 
each Thursday (except the first 
Thursday of each month) from 
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. The volunteers 
at the food pantry also provide 
free clothing for families in 
need on the last Thursday of 
each month.

Volunteers at the church host 
the Community Lunch Pro-
gram.  Upcoming dates will be 
announced on the church’s page 
on Facebook.

The church hosts a Youth 
Group on Fridays from 7 p.m. 
until 8:30 p.m.  Young people 
are invited to join in a variety 
of activities including board 
games, trivia, movie nights, arts 
and crafts. Upcoming dates are 
May 5, May 19, June 2, June 9, 
and June 16.

A Bible study group is held at 
the church on every Tuesday at 
7 p.m.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more information 
or if you can help with any of 
these activities.   

The Columbia Hill Neigh-
borhood Alliance (CHNA) will 
host the third annual “What the 
Hill” Friend-Raiser Festival at 
the Hurleyville Fire House on 
Sunday, Aug. 27 at 11 a.m.  

The festival will feature live 
entertainment, fun activities for 
kids of all ages and local arti-
sans and vendors.

Visitors to the festival will 
have an opportunity to learn 
about important environmental 
issues that responsible develop-
ment demands…our water, our 
wells and wildlife.    

The event is open to the pub-
lic and admission is free.  Re-
freshments will be available.

Parking will be available at 

the fire house at 166 Main St. in 
Hurleyville.

Spaces are available for ven-
dors, environmental groups 
and community organizations.  
Contact Donna, 845-800-5402, 
or MaryAnn, 845-798-5418, for 
more information or to reserve 
a space.  

CHNA volunteers are dedi-
cated to the preservation of 
the very special rural commu-
nity character of the towns of 
Thompson and Fallsburg, pro-
tection of the natural resource 
base and encouragement of 
smart growth. High density, 
multi-family projects are not 
suitable for our current land 
capacity or for the future of the 
Catskill region. We can develop 
responsibly and protect our en-
vironment only when we insure 
our community infrastructure is 
balanced and sustainable.

Visit CHNA at www.colum-
biahill.org or on Facebook for 
more information.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

We lost a Sullivan Coun-
ty legend and one of the 
‘coolest cats’ ever in April. 
Hugh Brodie, his sax and 
his scats will be sorely 
missed. A cousin to anoth-
er legend, Ella Fitzgerald, 
he spent his life perfect-
ing his unique jazz sound. 
I was privileged to have 
met him several times at 
different functions before 
I ever heard him perform 
but once I did, I under-
stood exactly why he was 
held in such high esteem 
by his fellow musicians. 
God speed, Hugh.

May is shaping up to be 
a jam-packed month of 
music! The Spring Mu-
sic Series at the Rivoli in 
South Fallsburg kicks off 
on May 8, bringing sing-
ers and groups into a con-
cert setting with 2 acts per 
evening.  Part of the pro-
ceeds will be used to re-
store the Rivoli marquee. 
You can find the dates and 
performers in the schedule 
below.

Also at the Rivoli, the 
Sullivan County Dramatic 
Workshop is presenting 
The One Act Festival, nine 
one-act plays performed 
May 9 through May 21. 
For more information on 
the plays to be performed 
or their directors, call the 
theater directly at 845-
436-5336. I’ve included 
the dates, times and ticket 
price in the schedule be-
low.
Mondays

Every Monday: Dutch’s 
Open Mic, 7 p.m., 205 
Rock Hill Dr., Rock Hill

May 8: Shlomo Franklin 

& Friends; Patty Greco, 
Spring Music Series at 
the Rivoli Theatre, 7 p.m., 
5243 Main St., South 
Fallsburg (general admis-
sion $10)

May 15: Yasgur; Slam 
Allen, Spring Music Se-
ries at the Rivoli Theatre, 
7 p.m., 5243 Main St., 
South Fallsburg (general 
admission $10)
Tuesdays

May 9 & May 23: An-
other Odd Tuesday with 
The Greater Sullivan 
Search and Rescue Or-
chestra, 5:30-8:30 p.m., 
The Brew, 280 Rock Hill 
Dr., Rock Hill

May 9: Moon Sauce w/ 
Darren Steele; On The 
Roxx, Spring Music Se-
ries at the Rivoli Theatre, 
7 p.m., 5243 Main Street, 
South Fallsburg (general 
admission $10)

May 16: Lot 14; Jazz-
mosis, Spring Music Se-
ries at the Rivoli Theatre, 
7 p.m., 5243 Main St., 
South Fallsburg (general 
admission $10)
Wednesdays

May 10: Carol Smith 
and Little Sparrow; Sara 
Hulse Band, Spring Music 
Series at the Rivoli The-
atre, 7 p.m., 5243 Main 
St., South Fallsburg (gen-
eral admission $10)
Thursdays

May 4 & June 1: Open 
Mic and the High Falls 
Café, 12 Stone Dock Rd., 
High Falls
Fridays:

Every Friday: Al De-
Fino and Larry Ravdin, 
Jazz standards to dine 
by, Sorella Pizzeria, 6-9 

p.m., 3562 State Rte 55, 
Kauneonga Lake

May 12 & 19: One Act 
Festival, The Rivoli, 5243 
Route 42 (Main Street), 
South Fallsburg 7 p.m. 
(tickets $10)
Saturdays

May 6: Open Mic/Home 
Grown: host Kevin Mc-
Daniel WJFF 90.5FM, 12 
-1 p.m.

At The Pickled Owl, 218 
Main St., Hurleyville:

May 6: Talking Machine 
(modern acoustic rock) 6 
p.m.

May 13:  The Acquain-
tances (jazz to rock vari-
ety) 6 p.m.

May 20: Dennis New-
burg (acoustic rock) 6 p.m.

May27: Jan-Turan (edgy 
folk rock) 6 p.m.

At Sorella, 3562 State 
Rte 55, Kauneonga 
Lake  

Every Saturday : Al De-
Fino and Larry Ravdin, 
Jazz standards to dine by, 
6-9 p.m.,

May 13 & 20: One Act 
Festival, The Rivoli, 5243 
Route 42 (Main Street), 
South Fallsburg, 7 p.m. 
(tickets $10)
Sundays: 

DeFillipis Bakery, 506 
Broadway, Monticello, 
Music Where You Least 
Expect It: 11 a.m.

The Dancing Cat Sa-
loon, 2037 State Rte 17B, 
Bethel: #ShineOn, Jazz 
Brunch, 11a.m. -2 p.m., 

May 14 & 21: The Rivo-
li, 5243 Route 42 (Main 
Street), South Fallsburg; 
One Act Festival, 2 p.m. 
matinee only (tickets $10)

Until next time….

The month of May might 
just be the busiest month in the 
garden! There is so much to do, 
but never enough time to do it, 
at least not to do it like those 
magazine gardens we’ve been 
looking at all winter. 

In order to be most effective, 
try making a list. This will al-
low you to prioritize and then 
enjoy the world around you 
while getting some work done. 
No other month is as transfor-
mative as May and it’s worth 
slowing down to take in all the 
beauty.

My priority list looks some-
thing like this:

• Get vegetable garden 
ready – spread and dig in 
compost, rake out beds, 
plant seeds for early cool-
season crops, such as peas, 
spinach, lettuce, kale, car-
rots, turnips, beets, radish-
es, etc. Broccoli and collard 
plants can be planted now, 
too.
• Clean up perennial gar-
dens and add compost. 
Treat yourself to a few new 
plants from local garden 
centers to replace plants 
that may have died or to fill 
new space you’ve made.
• Leave some room for 
colorful annuals as fill-
ers throughout the gardens 
including the veg garden. 
Some of my favorites are 
nasturtiums, marigolds, zin-
nias, cosmos, sunflowers, 
and Mexican sunflowers.
• Purchase warm season 
veg transplants like toma-

toes, eggplants, peppers and 
basil – unless you’ve grown 
them from seed at home. 
You can grow cukes, zukes, 
beans and squash from seed 
planted directly into the 
ground.
• Buy straw with which to 
mulch the veg garden, and 
shredded hardwood bark 
mulch for the perennial gar-
dens.
• When frost possibility is 
past (Mother’s Day as a rule 
of thumb), plant your warm 
season plants and bring out 
houseplants for some extra 
sun but be careful not to 

scald them with too much 
sun too soon.
• Don’t forget to water ev-
erything regularly when 
Mother Nature isn’t doing 
it.
• Drag out hoses, sort out 

tools, put air in your wheel-
barrow tire and go buy some 
extra potting soil for annual 
containers and houseplants

And finally, take a break and 
look at all you’ve done. It re-
ally is spring!

Emily Favreau

Petra Ferraro

John “JC” LaPolt

Amber Whitlock

FROM THE FARM

by Eve Springwood Minson
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SUNY SULLIVAN TEACHES CLIMATE 
CHANGE THROUGH GAMING

The Center Inks Green Energy Deal  

BOCES TEAMS Up With Maker’s Lab
by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE – A new 
BOCES program is pull-
ing students from across the 
county into the Hurleyville 
Maker’s Lab and helping 
them learn 21st century 
skills to solve practical prob-
lems.

The TEAMS (Technol-
ogy Engineering Arts Math 
Science) Challenge pro-
gram was created at Sullivan 
County BOCES last year, 
after school superintendents 
visited the maker’s lab. Sev-
en teams from six districts 
signed on to participate in 
the challenge, where stu-
dents have chosen a problem 
in their school they would 
like to solve, and then utilize 
the resources of the maker’s 
lab to help them create solu-
tions to those problems. The 
teams’ projects range from 
building a robot that will 
carry books for a student 
on crutches, to syncing an-
nouncements onto cafeteria 
TV screens, to building a 
garden shed. Each team had 
the freedom to identify any 
problem at their school, and 
design a solution for it, said 

Denise Sullivan, community 
liaison for the Maker’s Lab.

“I like that these challeng-
es were vague and they get 
to bring them to life,” Ms. 
Sullivan said.

The teams started visiting 
the Maker’s Lab in January 
to get lessons from the lab’s 
director, Mark McNamara in 
laser cutting, 3-D printing, 
using the CNC router, and 
software called SketchUp. 
This program has opened 
students’ eyes to a world of 

possibilities in what the ma-
chines at the Maker’s Lab 
can do, Mr. McNamara said.

“It gets them out into the 
community and it exposes 
them to tools and equipment 
they won’t see, even in shop 
class,” Mr. McNamara said.

The Maker’s Lab has been 
phenomenal to work with, 
TEAMS program facilita-
tor Carole Diehl said, and 
students have learned to use 
some technology that they 
had never seen before.

“The kids have been great, 
they have been really watch-
ing, they’re really interest-
ed,” Ms. Diehl said.

Bringing the projects to 
life has not come without 
stumbling blocks. The Mon-
ticello High School team 
had to revamp their project 
when they found out their 
idea to make cafeteria trays 
out of melted-down plastic 
would not meet food-grade 
plastic standards. Every 
team, but especially those 
with outdoor projects, was 
slowed down by excessive 
snow days.

The program will culmi-
nate with a public presenta-
tion of the students’ projects 
on Saturday, June 3, at the 
Hurleyville Arts Centre, Ms. 
Sullivan said. Judges will as-
sess the teams based on their 
inventions, their problem 
solving skills and their pre-
sentation skills. The event 
will be from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
It will be a great day not only 
for the students to show off 
their accomplishments, Ms. 
Sullivan said, but also for 
Hurleyville to welcome fam-
ilies from across the county 
to see the community.

by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Center for Discovery con-
sumes more energy annu-
ally than the entire hamlet 
of Hurleyville. It’s a fact 
that comes with size and 
24-hour facilities. This 
year, for the first time, all 
that power will come from 
renewable sources.

The Center has been try-
ing for years to make the 
switch to solely renew-
able power, Assistant Vice 
President for Environmen-
tal Policy and Develop-
ment Tom Burnham said. 
The Center purchases its 
energy through bulk annual 
contracts, and every year, it 
seeks to obtain that energy 
from renewable sources, 
Mr. Burnham said. This 
January, it finally became 
cost effective to make the 
switch. The Center’s energy 
this year will be fully wind-
powered, and it even saved 
the nonprofit 2 percent in 
costs.

It is a testament to how far 
renewable energy has come, 

Mr. Burnham said, and it is 
a sustainability milestone 
The Center for Discovery is 
pleased to have reached.

“It speaks to who we are,” 
Mr. Burnham said. “We’re 
trying to be good stew-
ards of the environment. 
We know that impacts the 
people we serve [and] our 
staff.”

The Center’s underpin-
ning environmental philos-
ophy centers on taking care 
of the Earth, and providing 
people with an environ-
ment and food that is free 
from toxins, Mr. Burnham 
said. From toxin-free paint 
to organic food, The Center 
tries to provide a safe and 
healthy environment for its 

residents, staff and the sur-
rounding community.

Seeking out renewable 
energy is a way The Cen-
ter for Discovery, the larg-
est employer in Sullivan 
County, can lead by exam-
ple, Mr. Burnham said. The 
Center even produces some 
of its own energy through 
photovoltaic systems, but 
that is a small percentage of 
the energy The Center con-
sumes. Because of how big 
the agency is, The Center’s 
energy choices can make a 
real impact on the greater 
community, Mr. Burnham 
said. 

“It was just the right 
choice,” Mr. Burnham said.

Conservation is the best 
way to make a financial and 
environmental difference, 
and Mr. Burnham said he 
hopes The Center can send 
a message that conserving 
energy, investing in safe 
products and food, and us-
ing renewable power are 
positive choices that are 
rapidly becoming more af-
fordable for everyone.

by Eli Ruiz

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
SUNY Sullivan celebrated 
Earth Day with a number 
of interesting events, in-
cluding a national compe-
tition called the Arctic Cli-
mate Game Jam. 

The Arctic Climate 
Game Jam was inspired 
by the 2016 Arctic Science 
Ministerial meeting, which 
brought together Science 
Ministers from 24 coun-
tries to discuss Arctic re-
search themes and develop 
international science col-
laborations. A key theme of 
the meeting focused on us-
ing Arctic science as a ve-
hicle for STEM education 
and citizen empowerment. 

According to official 
event literature, the Arc-
tic Climate Game Jam 
involves teams from dif-
ferent colleges and univer-
sities “gathering to rapidly 
design game prototypes 
(online, pervasive, table-
top, or other formats) that 
make learning about cli-
mate change more fun, en-
gaging, and accessible to a 
range of audiences.”

SUNY Sullivan’s team 
was led by the college’s 
dynamic computer science 
and information systems 
professor, Dr. Cynthia 
Marcello, and featured a 
mix of six computer pro-
gramming, simulation 
game development, graph-
ic design and various other 

computer and technology-
related majors. 

The crew began creating 
their climate-related video 
game on April 21, agreeing 
on a rather short three-day 
window for completion.

The first day was spent 
culling real-world informa-
tion from Columbia Uni-
versity climate researchers.

“We wanted players to 
have a true experience 
playing our game,” said 
Dr. Marcello during an 
April 22 interview with the 
Sentinel. Dr. Marcello said 
on April 22, “It was just 
logical for us to include 
real world climate data [in 
the game].” 

Next, the team had to 
pick a demographic to 
target with their creation. 
“We decided to focus the 
game on middle-school-
age kids,” Dr. Marcello of-
fered. “With the added ben-
efit that if a parent wants to 
watch or play along with 
the child, I believe older 
folks can learn from it as 
well.”

With a host of climate 
issues affecting the Arctic 
region, Dr. Marcello and 
her team decided to focus 
gameplay on three specific 
animals: the polar bear, the 
albatross, and the narwhal 
- a medium-sized toothed 
whale with a tusk-like pro-
truding canine tooth.

As for concept, the team 
decided on recreating each 
species’ respective “jour-

PHOTO BY ELI RUIZ
SUNY Sullivan Arctic Jam team members (standing left to 
right): Joshua Conlon, Nicholas Clark, Dr. Cynthia Marcello, 
Barbara Schmitt, Blaise Camacho, Lance Eisele, Sean Saylor, 
Greg Henderson and Donna Harness (seated in front) at the 
competition.

PHOTO BY ELI RUIZ
On April 22, SUNY Sullivan students (front to back) Greg 
Henderson, Sean Saylor and Nick Clark work on their envi-
ronmental video game, “Polar Plight,” which they built that 
weekend with the help of other students and SUNY Sullivan 
computer sciences and information systems professor, Cyn-
thia Marcello.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Hurleyville Maker’s Lab Director Mark McNamara, center, 
teaches new software to students during one of the TEAMS 
Challenge days at the Maker’s Lab. TEAMS Challenge is a 
BOCES program in which middle and high school students 
from six different school districts are competing to design 
creative solutions to problems within their schools. 

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL
At the Michael Ritchie Big Barn Center for Environmental 
Health and Education, roof-mounted photovoltaic panels 
create electrical energy that is used to power The Center for 
Discovery. The panels only produce a small percentage of 
The Center’s energy, but this year The Center signed a con-
tract to get all of its energy from renewable sources.

VOTERS TO DECIDE 
ON FCSD

IMPROVEMENTS 
FALLSBURG – The 

Fallsburg Central School 
District will ask voters to 
decide on a $15.9 million 
capital improvement project 
on May 16 that officials say 
addresses energy efficiency 
as well as health and safety 
renovations district-wide.

There will be security up-
grades, including entrance 
vestibules at the junior-
senior high school and the 
elementary school. There 
will be bathroom renova-
tions and exterior site im-
provements, including the 
outdoor track and practice 
fields. The HVAC upgrades 
will continue the district’s 
quest to improve student 
comfort and thermal effi-
ciency.

The gymnasium floor, 

bleachers and windows 
will be replaced at the high 
school. The pool renovation, 
a centerpiece of the capital 
project, will include a new 
tiled deck, a new pool liner 
and plumbing upgrades.

FCSD Superintendent Dr. 
Ivan Katz said the vote will 
determine how effectively 
the district is able to address 
its facility issues, and he 
urged residents to educate 
themselves about the expen-
ditures and to ask questions 
if necessary.

“On behalf of the Falls-
burg Central School District 
Board of Education, we look 
forward to hearing from 
[voters] as we approach the 
May 16th vote,” he said in a 
statement.

ney,” as Dr. Marcello put 
it. 

“We felt that creating a 
journey that each animal 
would actually go through 
would work really well in 
a video game with levels,” 
she explained.

The second day saw the 
game’s build out, no easy 
task according to Dr. Mar-
cello.

“The game is easy at 
first,” added senior simu-
lation game development 
major Sean Saylor. “But 
as you progress through 
the different levels the lit-
ter grows and the animals’ 
food supply shrinks… it 
becomes more and more 
difficult for them to meet 
their needs.”

“People just don’t know 
how much work actually 
goes into something like 
this,” Dr. Marcello said.

Not only do the featured 
characters have to be built 
from scratch, but the team 
also has to consider and 
tweak such aspects as the 
physics of the wind, water 
and any moving object fea-
tured in the game, which as 
of the Sentinel’s visit had 
yet to be named.

“We’re striving for as 
much realism as we can 
accomplish,” said fresh-
man and simulation game 
design major Blaise Cama-
cho, whose tasks involved 
water physics. “It’s a lot… 
but it’s a lot of fun too.” 

The third day was “com-
pletion day.” 

“Sunday game develop-
ment went well, however 
we still have about another 
8-10 hours of development 
to do before we finish,” Dr. 
Marcello told the Sentinel 
in an e-mail interview. “We 
will reconvene this coming 
Friday to accomplish this .” 

A seeming win-win, the 
Arctic Climate Game Jam 
not only helped Dr. Mar-
cello’s students refine their 
coding skills, but the final 
product presents one of the 
more novel mediums to be 
used to raise awareness in a 
decidedly important demo-
graphic toward the many 
perils our environment 
may face in the future. 

“Games are an effective 
digital storytelling me-
dium suitable for people 
of all ages to learn about 
the many areas of climate 
change, environmental is-
sues, and other related 
causes that need increased 
awareness,” Dr. Marcello 
said. “By providing a safe 
environment for the player 
to experience changes of 
state in a simulated world, 
the player becomes more 
aware of the issues without 
being harmed in the pro-
cess. Reaching the player at 
an emotional level is nec-
essary to encourage life-
long changes in behavior. 
This is how games serve to 
educate the player.”
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire 
Department is always 
looking for new recruits, 
whether to drag hose 
and fight the flames of a 
fire or help in the back-
ground. We even provide 
free training and all the 
gear you need to be safe. 
We can always use help. 
Stop by the firehouse any 
Monday night to see what 
we are all about and how 
you can help us.

On a sad note, Fire-
fighter Dylan Dainack 
passed away early in 
April. A Firematic  Ser-
vice was held and over 
seventy-five firefighters 
from the Hurleyville Fire 
Department and surround-
ing departments came to 
the service. I would like 
to thank our brother and 
sister firefighters on be-
half of the Hurleyville 
Fire Department for their 
show of support. On the 
day of the funeral the 
procession passed under 
a giant American flag 
suspended by the ladder 
trucks from the Liberty 
and Loch Sheldrake Fire 
Departments as we trav-
eled from the church to 
the cemetery.  

On Sunday, May 7, the 
Sullivan County Volun-
teer Firefighter’s Associa-
tion will be holding their 
annual memorial service 
at the Sullivan County 
Government Center at 2 
p.m. to honor those fire-
fighters that answered 
their last alarm in 2016. 
The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment will have three 
names read at the cere-
mony. They are Bill Cole, 
Richard Simmons and 
Bob McKay.

As predicted, when 
the temperatures went up 
and the winds dried ev-
erything up, there was a 
rash of brush fires and il-
legal burns that had to be 

attended to. One illegal 
burn resulted in damage 
to a house. There were 
a couple of large brush 
fires on Easter Sunday 
that caused some of us to 
be late for dinner. Don’t 
forget that the “New York 
State Burn Ban” is still 
in effect until May 14. 
NO OPEN BURNING. 
Even though your lawn is 
starting to green up, the 
woods, underbrush and 
fields are still very dry.

The fire department 
has been meeting with 
The Center for Discov-
ery and other emergency 
services organizations on 
an elopement plan. This 
plan is to address the pos-
sibility that a resident of 
The Center for Discov-
ery walks away from the 
campus and gets lost, or 
just comes up missing. 
Typically, when the fire 
department is called for 
a lost person, one of the 
first steps is what is called 
a “modified type-one 
search.” In this type of 
search we would set up a 
fire truck and blow the si-
ren to give the lost person 
a reference point to walk 
to. As simple as it sounds, 
it works. If that doesn’t 
get a result we escalate 
our search tactics. 

These tactics will not 
work for a special needs 
person, therefore the de-
velopment of the elope-
ment plan. Once there is 
a plan on paper, a table-
top exercise can be con-
ducted. If all goes well 
with the table top, a drill 
may be set up with all of 
the different agencies that 
would be involved in the 
search. We would go out 
into the field with man-
power and equipment and 
execute the plan. 

All of this careful 
planning requires the co-
operation of many dif-

ferent agencies. We have 
already met a couple of 
times and are confident 
that a well thought out 
plan can be formulated.  
Working with all the dif-
ferent agencies is known 
as a “Unified Command.” 
By planning ahead, it al-
lows us to be proactive 
instead of reactive.  The 
result can be a safer out-
come to all involved.

Let’s not forget about 
the seventh annual Bill 
Carlson Golf Classic on 
Saturday, May 20 at the 
Tarry Brae golf course.  
Bill was an all-around 
good guy.  He was a Past 
Chief of the Hurleyville 
Fire Department and 
worked at the Terry Brae 
golf course for many 
years. When he was Chief 
the fire department won 
its first “Blue Ribbon 
Trophy” at the Sullivan 
County Volunteer Fire-

men’s Association parade. 
He would set a mark for 
all of our Chiefs to follow 
(and they did). This tour-
nament starts at 1:30 p.m. 
with a shotgun start. The 
$85 fee includes lunch 
and the awards banquet, 
green fee, cart, and cold 
drinks all day long. In ad-
dition to all of that, there 
is a closest-to-the-pin 
contest and a long-drive 
contest. We are looking 
for tee box sponsors and 
prizes for the raffle. If you 
would like to sign up, do-
nate a prize, or need more 
information please call 
John Jaycox at (845) 866-
6431.

Looking ahead the 
16th Annual Morningside 
Fishing Classic is com-
ing up in June. So mark 
your calendar for June  
17. For more information, 
call Jack Halchak at (845) 
436-5418.

MAY 6, 1933
County Seat Crowd Starts 
Riot When Red Speaker 

Uses U.S. Flag for Handker-
chief Throng Shouting for 

Lynching Pursues Offender
Isadore Katzowitz, a Wo-

odridge grocer who came to 
Monticello Monday night 
to be one of the speakers at 
a May day mass meeting in 
front of Village Hall, caused 
turmoil on Broadway by 
rather ostentatious use of the 
American flag as a handker-
chief.

Katzowitz was a target for a 
shower of eggs. He used the 
flag to wipe the results from 
his face and an assemblage 
which previously had been 
good-naturedly heckling the 
group of radical speakers at 
once gave way to wrath. The 
speakers’ stand collapsed. 
Katzowitz fled amid cries of 
“Lynch him!”

Hurleyville Teachers Sign 
Contracts for Next Year
At the regular meeting 

of the Board of Education 
April 24, the question of hir-
ing teachers for next year at 
Hurleyville was presented for 
consideration, and contracts 
were awarded. In awarding 
contacts, the Board set up a 
minimum salary below which 
no cuts were made and above 
which reductions of one hun-
dred dollars per teacher be-
come effective. This cut with 
other reductions will result 
in a total saving to the school 
district of nearly $900.00 in 
salaries next year. This sav-
ing was made necessary by 
reductions in state aid to pub-
lic schools during the current 
year.

Fireman’s Dance a Wow!!!
The dance given by the Hur-

leyville and Loch Sheldrake 
firemen last Wednesday night 
at the Morningside Casino 
proved to be one of the largest 

affairs of the season. Music 
by the Honesdale Bachelors 
orchestra was ll that could be 
desired.

Moe Kove, in his usual 
breezy manner, was master of 
ceremonies. The street singer 
has nothing on our singing ga-
rage man Irving Cohen, who 
entertained the crowd with a 
number of songs. “Stretch Ru-
bin displayed unusual talent in 
the rendition of “I Got a Right 
to Sing the Blues.” The silver 
loving cup, offered to the fire 
company best represented 
at the dance was awarded to 
Chief Ed Glickman and his 
firemen of South Fallsburg. 
Judge Fox, of Monticello was 
awarded the lucky number 
prize.

MAY 27, 1933
Waxey Gordon, Racketeer 
and Bootlegger, Captured 

at White Lake by State 
Troopers

White Lake, Sullivan Coun-

ty, again comes into the spot-
light with the capture of the 
notorious “Waxey Gordon,” 
racketeer rated by Uncle Sam 
as Public Enemy No. 1. Feder-
al agents have been searching 
the county for him since April 
27, and he felt much cha-
grined, as he expressed it, “to 
be taken by a couple of hick 
cops.” He will probably have 
a better opinion of Sergeant 
Thomas Mangan and Sergeant 
Jack Hopkins of the State Po-
lice in the future. Gordon was 
held on $100,000 bail in New 
York City for appearance June 
5.

Largest Crowd Ever 
at Jefferson Dinner

More than 900 guests, in-
cluding many Democratic 

leaders from southern New 
York, constituted Thursday 
night of last week the largest 
Jeffersonian dinner party ever 
in this part of the state. The 
capacity of the Flagler Ho-
tel dining room was taxed to 
the limit by the crowd, which 
enthusiastically paid tribute 
not only to Thomas Jefferson, 
founder of the Democratic 
party, but also to President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
Governor Herbert H. Lehman.

Vincent Dailey, state direc-
tor of the Democratic Union, 
paid tribute to the Democratic 
county chairman, James M. 
Kelly, who, he said, had built 
the greatest Democratic orga-
nization in any upstate county. 
Dr. Victor Bourke of Livings-
ton Manor was toastmaster.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

by Kelly Wells and Amanda Letohic

Spring is finally here! 
And with spring comes 
budget vote and trustee 
election season for many 
school districts and local 
public libraries, including 
the Fallsburg Library. 

On Tuesday, June 6, 
2017, the Fallsburg Li-
brary will have our budget 
vote and trustee election 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
in the library. If you are 
a registered voter of the 
Fallsburg Central School 
District, then you are eli-
gible to vote on our oper-
ating budget and trustee 
seats that are up for elec-
tion this year.

What does our operat-
ing budget consist of? The 
Fallsburg Library’s oper-
ating budget consists of 
many expenses that you 
would typically associate 
with running a library, in-
cluding book and movie 
purchases, newspaper and 
magazine subscriptions, 
staff, utilities, and rent. 
Our operating budget also 
consists of costs that you 
might not automatically 
consider. One such expense 
is the service fees that we 
pay to the Ramapo Catskill 
Library System (RCLS) 
for a myriad of services, 
including but not limited 

to our 3-day-a-week de-
livery, maintenance of the 
system-wide online cata-
log, and advanced tech 
support beyond what can 
be handled in-house. The 
support and services pro-
vided by RCLS are invalu-
able in allowing us to offer 
all of our patrons a fantas-
tic and rewarding library 
experience.

Another cost covered 
by our operating budget 
that probably does not au-
tomatically come to mind 
when thinking about the li-
brary is for our programs! 
We work hard to provide 
quality, engaging, educa-
tional, and fun programs 
for all ages. Check out 
some of these great pro-
grams we have coming up 
in May! 

On Wednesday May 10 
at 7 p.m., the whole fam-
ily is invited to make a fun 
gift for Mother’s Day! 

On Wednesday May 
17 at 7 p.m., we’ll have 
3Doodlers in the library 
for teens! 3Doodlers are 
the world’s first and only 
3D pens! They work by ex-
truding heated plastic that 
cools almost instantly into 
a solid, stable structure, al-
lowing for free-hand cre-
ation of three dimensional 

objects. Come try them out 
for yourself!

Thursday May 18 at 6 
p.m., Ozobots will be in 
the building! Come meet 
these tiny robots that help 
teach coding. Ages 7-14 
are welcome to participate. 
Our regular Children’s 
Craft Night will be Mon-
days at 6:30 p.m., and our 
Preschool Story Hour is 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. and 6 
p.m. 

If you’re interested in 
signing up for any of these 
programs, call Amanda at 
845-436-6067 ext. 102.

Be sure to stop in and 
visit your local library at 
12 Railroad Plaza in South 
Fallsburg. You can also 
keep up with us on Face-
book, Instagram, Twitter, 

or Snapchat or visit our 
website, www.fallsburgli-
brary.org. If you have any 
questions about the library 
feel free to call the Library 
Director, Kelly, at 845-
436-6067 ext. 103.

The staff and Board 
members of the Fallsburg 
Library are deeply sad-
dened at the passing of 
Fallsburg Library Board 
President Bernie Deutsch. 
Bernie was one of the 
founders of the Fallsburg 
Reading Center in 1991. 
He worked diligently with 
other community members 
to turn the Reading Center 
into an official library, and 
was Board President when 

the Fallsburg Library re-
ceived its Provisional 
Charter in 2000, and again 
when we received our Ab-
solute Charter in 2004. Af-
ter taking some time off in 
2007, Bernie returned to 
the Board in 2012 and was 
elected Board President in 
2014, a position he contin-
ued to hold until his pass-
ing on April 24, 2017. Ber-
nie will be greatly missed 
by the library and by all 
who knew him. We leave 
you now with a quote we 
found from Bernie from 
back in the 1990s, “A com-
munity without a library is 
in some ways no commu-
nity at all.”

Waxey Gordon

Bernie Deutsch
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No, sorry, it’s not Christmas, 
folks. 

But it is allergy season, 
where noses are sneezin’ and 
bees are bitin’!

Allergies occur when your 
immune system reacts to a 
foreign substance such as pol-
len or pet dander, or to certain 
foods. The immune system 
produces substances known 
as antibodies. When you have 
allergies, your immune system 
makes antibodies that identify 
a particular allergen as harm-
ful, even though it isn’t. When 
you come into contact with 
the allergen, your immune 
system’s reaction can cause 
you to have a runny nose or 
to sneeze, as well as itching, 
rashes, swelling, or even asth-
ma. Treatment for these minor 

irritations may consist of oral 
or nasal antihistamines, topical 
ointments such as Calamine 
Lotion, or an inhaler.

Now, the severity of aller-
gies varies from one person 
to another and can be minor 
as stated above, or much more 
severe. A severe reaction is 
called “Anaphylaxis,” an al-
lergic reaction to bee stings, 
medications, foods such as 
peanut butter, shelled fish, etc. 

Please heed: Anaphylaxis 
is a true emergency! It is life 
threatening and requires im-
mediate attention.

The first signs of anaphylax-
is may look like typical allergy 
symptoms. But within 30 min-
utes, more serious signs ap-
pear such as wheezing, tight-
ness in the chest, and swollen 

lips and tongue. 
As it progresses, one be-

comes confused, lethargic, 
and develops severe respira-
tory distress. 

Unless Paramedics with 
medication such as injectable 
Epinephrine, oxygen and in-
travenous therapy respond, 
death may be imminent! I 
cannot stress enough the im-
portance of calling 911 and 
having Paramedics respond to 
your call forthwith! Time is of 
the essence!

As I have said in the past, 
my goal is to “enlighten and 
not frighten” you. We need to 
be aware of the dangers around 
us at all times. I hope this in-
formation has been helpful.

Be well and safe, Hur-
leyville!

“TIS’ THE SEASON”

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
by Kathleen Sullivan

“SOPHIE FEDUN”
Sophie Fedun, the daugh-

ter of Alex and Mary Wel-
han Bagailuk, was born 
on January 10, 1918, in 
New York City.  She and 
her brother, Ted, grew up 
on their family’s farm at 
the intersection of Mitteer 
Road and Krum Road in 
Hurleyville.

Sophie began her educa-
tion at the schoolhouse on 
Mitteer Road and graduated 
from the Hurleyville School 
on Main Street.  

After training in culinary 
arts, Sophie worked in the 
kitchen at the Hurleyville 
School and for 4-H camps.  

She also worked for the 
New York Telephone Com-
pany on Main Street and 
was a bookkeeper for the 
Inter-County Farmers’ Co-
operative in Hurleyville un-
til her retirement. 

Sophie married George 

Fedun on June 13, 1937, 
at the Ukrainian Church in 
Thompsonville.  Their wed-
ding reception was held at 
the Garden House Hotel on 
Garden House Road in Hur-
leyville.

Sophie and George were 
the parents of four children: 
George, Pat Gibson, Sonya 
Robinson and Mari-Jane 
Conklin.

A charter member of both 
the Hurleyville Fire Depart-
ment Ladies’ Auxiliary and 
the Luna Organization, So-
phie also belonged to the 
Church of the Immaculate 
Conception in Woodbourne.

Sophie participated in the 
Home Bureau.  Among its 
activities, the group shared 

the quilts they made with 
others who couldn’t afford 
to purchase them.

An avid hunter, Sophie 
also enjoyed working in ce-
ramics.

Sophie delighted in her 
walks, especially on Main 
Street, and in visiting her 
neighbors and her friends.

Sophie passed away on 
December 22, 2001.  She 
is survived by her children; 
her grandchildren, Mark 
Fedun, Peter Fedun, Nancy 
Bowdren, Gene Gibson, 
George Gibson, Christo-
pher Gibson, Christina 
Frunzi, Matthew Robin-
son, Jeremy Robinson and 
Daniel Robinson; her great 
grandchildren; and a large 

extended family. 
Sophie is one of Hur-

leyville’s many special trea-
sures.

Visit www.hurleyvilleny.
com to find more treasures 
in Hurleyville.

THE CENTER FOR DISCOVERY COOKBOOK 
WINS INTERNATIONAL BOOK AWARD

SOUTH FALLSBURG – 
What do you get when you 
mix one producer, nine direc-
tors, 32 actors and countless 
behind-the-scenes folks with 
a healthy mix of drama, com-
edy, mystery, children’s the-
atre, even music and dancing 
and two original works by lo-
cal playwrights making their 
World Premiere?  

A full evening of theatre -- 
as the Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop presents its 
“One Act Festival” to whet 
your appetite for its 2017 
Season.  

The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop has been 
providing quality, award-
winning Community Theatre 
in our area since 1950.  Hit-
ting the boards at the Rivoli 
Theatre in South Fallsburg 
May 12-14 and 19-21, the 
“One Act Festival” will 
showcase nine short plays 
and the talents of seasoned 
directors and performers as 
well as fledgling directors 
and performers - which is tru-
ly what Community Theatre 
is all about. And to take com-
munity involvement one step 
further, this particular pro-
duction will double as a food 
drive for the Sullivan County 
Federation for the Homeless. 

Producer and technical 
director, Jim Schmidt has 
gathered together the nine 
talented directors and their 
respective shows - Shawn 
Bailey will be directing and 
premiering his original work, 
“Confessor,” Dawn Perneszi 
directs “Aunt Maggity’s Dark 
and Stormy Night” by Edith 
Weiss, Mekayla Perneszi 
directs and premieres her 
original work, “Lifesaver,” 
Fran Schiff will direct Wen-
dy Wasserstein’s “Bette and 
Me,” Amber Schmidt directs 
“DMV Tyrant” by Christo-
pher Durang, Lori Schneider 
directs “TRAPPED!” by 
Ben H. Winters, Constance 
Slater directs “Nights Think-
ing of Paris” by Laura Lon-
shein Ludwig,  Harold Tighe 
will direct Arthur M. Jolly’s 
“How Blue is My Croco-
dile” and Bunny Woloszczak 
directs “Bottle of Joy” by 
Charles E. Bright.

Featured actors include 
Shawn Bailey, Ed Berens, 
Kevin Cerda, Michael Felt-
man, Ryan Fogler, Elizabeth 
Green, Joseph Guidone, 
Seriya Jorge, Nicole Lavere, 
Melissa McTague, Bill Mo-
loney, Noam Naiman, John 
Neails, Blaze Nolan, Jennifer 
Nolan, Teri Paris, Mekayla 

Perneszi, Alexandria Por-
ter, Paul Puerschner, Jayden 
Ramsey, Anya Rogers, Josh 
Rosengrant, Amber Schmidt, 
Lori Schneider, Lily Si-
ciliano, Donna Steele, Tabu-
rica Stewart, Grace Strauss, 
Heather Strauss, Melinda 
Wallach, Stephanie Watson 
and Gary Zelweger.  Grace 
Summa is the production 
Stage Manager. 

Performances of the “One 
Act Festival” will be held on 
Friday and Saturday, May 
12, 13, 19, 20 at 7 p.m. (note 
early curtain time) and Sun-
day, May 14, 21 at 2 p.m. 
at the Rivoli Theatre, 5243 
Route 42 (Main Street), 

South Fallsburg, NY.  See all 
nine shows for one low price 
of $10 general admission.  
Bring a non-perishable food 
donation (please make sure 
to check expiration dates!) to 
benefit the Sullivan County 
Federation for the Homeless 
and receive a free item from 
the concession stand. 

Tickets will be available 
at the box office one hour 
prior to curtain for each per-
formance or in advance, on-
line at www.ShowTix4U.
com. For additional infor-
mation and blurbs about the 
individual shows, visit www.
SCDW.net, or phone (845) 
436-5336.

FALLSBURG – Fallsburg 
High School students Kath-
leen Houghtaling and Ste-
phenie Canales won Grand 
Prizes at the 23rd Annual 
County-wide Alcohol, To-
bacco, Gambling & Drug 
Abuse Poster Contest, for 
their posters in English and 
Spanish respectively. Ms. 
Houghtaling is a 10th grad-
er and Ms. Canales is a 9th 
grader.  The event was held 
on April 21 at the Govern-
ment Center in Monticello.

In addition to beautifully 

framed copies of their award-
winning posters, each student 
received additional profes-
sionally reproduced copies 
for distribution to family and 
friends, and for display in 
the Fallsburg Central School 
District. They also received 
$250 gift certificates from 
Wal-Mart.

First, second and third prize 
winners in the categories of 
Grades 1-4, 5-8 and 9-12 re-
ceived $150, $75 and $50 gift 
certificates respectively.

The theme of this year’s 

event was: “I’m the Best Me; 
When Choosing To Be: Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Gambling 
and Drug Free.”

Catholic Charities Com-
munity Services of Orange 
and Sullivan organized the 
annual contest that attracts 
entrants from all eight Sulli-
van County school districts. 
Co-Sponsors for this year’s 
program were Susan and Ste-
phen Miller, Merrell Benco 
Insurance Agency, Liberty 
Police Benevolent Associa-
tion, Sullivan County Head-

One Act Festival takes the stage at the Rivoli

Fallsburg Students Win Grand Prizes

PHOTO PROVIDED
Sullivan County Dramatic Workshop collaborators include 
(clockwise from top left)  Taburica Stewart and Noam 
Naiman in “TRAPPED!”, Paul Puerschner in “Confessor,”  
Nicole Lavere, Jayden Ramsey in “How Blue is My Croco-
dile” and Mekayla Perneszi, Anya Rogers, Ally Porter, Amber 
Schmidt and Stephani Watson in “Aunt Maggity’s Dark and 
Stormy Night.”

Sophie Fedun
Sophie and George Fedun in 
the 1930s.

HARRIS, N.Y. –  A book 
that puts into words the 
values of nourishment and 
nurturing that The Cen-
ter for Discovery keeps at 
the core of its food pro-
gram has been recognized 
with an international book 
award.

“Feeding the Heart: Rec-
ipes, Flavors and the Seed 
to Belly Philosophy of the 
Department of Nourish-
ment Arts” received a gold 
award in the category of 
Best Adult Non-Fiction In-
formational E-Book in the 
2017 Independent Publish-
ers Book Awards (IPPY 
Awards). 

“Feeding the Heart” is a 
cookbook and storybook 
collaboration between 
The Center for Discovery 
CEO Patrick H. Dollard 

and world-renowned chef, 
Cesare Casella, published 
in 2015. The book shares 
dozens of delicious reci-
pes, as well as stories about 
how The Center uses food 
and farming to advance in-

novative models of care for 
its students and residents, 
who have complex dis-
abilities, medical frailties 
and autism spectrum disor-
ders. The book shares emo-
tional stories about care-

taking, food and farming, 
and gives insights into the 
passion behind the work at 
The Center for Discovery. 

The IPPY Awards are 
the world’s largest inter-
national and regional book 
awards competition. The 
annual awards contest 
seeks to bring increased 
recognition to thousands of 
exemplary independent-, 
university- and self-pub-
lished titles. This year’s 
contest drew 5,000 entries 
in 117 categories. The win-
ning books create an ex-
cellent and diverse read-
ing list for those exploring 
ways to solve the world’s 
problems, Independent 
Publisher said in announc-
ing the list of winners.

The Center for Discov-
ery is a residential, educa-

tional and research facil-
ity with multiple campuses 
in Sullivan County, NY, 
recognized internation-
ally for providing the best 
care for people with severe 
disabilities, as well as ad-
vancing medical research 
in the field. Hundreds of 
students and adults come 
to The Center from across 
New York and other states 
for education and care. The 
Center’s Department of 
Nourishment Arts manages 
hundreds of acres of certi-
fied organic and biodynam-
ic farmland, which feeds 
residents and staff, and 
brings healthy food into 
the community through its 
Community Supported Ag-
riculture program.

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL
The Center for Discovery CEO Patrick H. Dollard (left) and 
Chief of the Department of Nourishment Arts, Chef Ce-
sare Casella (right) collaborated on the book, “Feeding the 
Heart,” a 2017 IPPY Award winner.

PHOTO PROVIDED

March for Science
SUNY Sullivan science faculty joined the Middletown March for Science on April 22, part 
of an international day of science marches scheduled on Earth Day to protest any at-
tempt by President Donald Trump’s administration to minimize or discount the value of 
scientific evidence and research. Debra Lewkiewicz, chair of SUNY Sullivan’s Division of 
Science, Technology, and Mathematics and a biology professor, said the faculty felt they 
must rise up to show the world they stand united for scientific progress. “As educators, 
our duty is to enlighten and empower students with knowledge and the ability to think 
critically. We must resist any segment of society that seeks to advance ignorance instead 
of knowledge,” Lewkiewicz said.

start, and Town of Fallsburg 
Community Coalition.

Honorary co-sponsors 
were the Sullivan County 
Legislature, represented by 
Chairman Luis Alvarez, who 
addressed the student en-
trants, their families, and dig-
nitaries from Sullivan Coun-

ty schools and community.
Catholic Charities offered 

special thanks to the Kristt 
Company for their continued 
support, to the many students 
who participated, as well as 
to the school staff, parents, 
and all those who offered en-
couragement.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Pictured left to right are Fallsburg High School 10th grader 
Kathleen Houghtaling, Grand Prize Winner in English, L.A. 
Branch, Prevention Projects Coordinator for Catholic Chari-
ties, Fallsburg High School 9th grader Stephenie Canales, 
Grand Prize Winner in Spanish, and Marty Colavito, Director 
of Prevention at Catholic Charities.



SOUTH FALLSBURG – 
The Town of Fallsburg Parks 
and Recreation Department is 
pleased to announce lifeguard 
certification courses during 
the months of May and June. 
The courses will be held at the 
Vacation Village pool in Loch 
Sheldrake, and the Senior 
Center in South Fallsburg. 
The schedule includes class-
es for lifeguard certification 
as well as waterfront safety, 
CPR/AED review for profes-
sional rescuers and more. The 
classes will be offered on Fri-
days, Saturdays and Sundays 
starting May 5, and running 
through June 15. Janet Carey 
will teach the courses.

Supplies for review courses 
such as lifeguarding books, 

pocket masks and masks, fins 
and snorkels, may be pur-
chased at Morningside Park 
prior to the class. The cost of 
these is included in the regis-
tration fee for the lifeguard-
ing course.

Registration forms for the 
classes are available at Morn-
ingside Park and the Falls-
burg Town Hall. The forms 
are also available through the 
Town of Fallsburg website, 
www.townoffallsburg.com. 

To get a detailed schedule 
and to ask any questions, call 
Morningside Park at 845-
434-5877, ext. 300. Finished 
forms and payment should 
be turned into Morningside 
Park.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor
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CYCLING FROM HURLEYVILLE TO LIBERTY 
VIA RAIL TRAIL – A SURVIVAL STORY

TOWN OFFERS
LIFEGUARD CLASSES

by Julia Batista

Just as we reported about 
the baseball team last month, 
the Fallsburg Lady Comets are 
only fielding a Junior Varsity 
softball team this year. In the 
past, the varsity softball team 
has struggled during the sea-
son, so in an effort to rebuild 
their program, school officials 
decided to only have a Junior 
Varsity team that mixes both 
the younger and older players 
together to make them stronger.

“Just having a JV team al-
lows the younger girls to learn 
from the older girls and de-
velop their skills,” offered Jen-
nifer Davila, a junior, and also 
the catcher on the 
team. “It also al-
lows for the team 
to have substi-
tutes and safety 
nets if anyone 
gets hurt since 
we have such a 
large number of 
girls.” 

“JV is very dif-
ferent compared 
to Varsity, since some of us 
have always been on Varsity 
and the skill level is very dif-
ferent,” Ms. Davila said, refer-
ring to her years on the Varsity 
team. “We had great seasons as 
a Varsity team, winning most of 
our games the majority of the 
time. But overall, I think that 
having just a JV team was the 
best way to go.”

Playing in just their third 
game of the season on April 19, 
the softball girls brought home 
their first win of the season by a 
score of 6-0 against the Liberty 
Indians in a game shortened by 
weather conditions.

Liliana Moody, one of the 
two seniors on the team, has 
played softball since the fifth 
grade and has had a strong pas-
sion for the sport since then. 

“It’s sad to think that I’m 
playing on a JV team, consider-
ing that it’s my senior year, but 
I’m going to take this opportu-
nity to spread my knowledge of 
the sport to the younger girls,” 
Ms. Moody said.

“Our win against Liberty fi-
nally made me feel as though 
we were an actual team and 
not just individual players. ”It 
made me impressed with how 
the team performed under the 
extreme weather that day.”  

Moody also commented 
about the fact 
that it’s her last 
year playing on 
the team.

“It’s definitely 
bittersweet, but 
I’m going to try 
my best to help 
lead the team 
to a very suc-
cessful season 
and hopefully 

graduate leaving them in a bet-
ter position than when I joined 
it,” she said. “I just want them 
to develop a good, strong Var-
sity team for the future just 
like they had in the past while 
maintaining the lower levels of 
the sport so that they can bring 
home a title.”

Hopefully both the Fallsburg 
JV baseball and softball teams 
thrive and grow better this year 
than they have been before. 
The Hurleyville Sentinel hopes 
that both programs are able to 
succeed and that Fallsburg can 
bring home many more wins!

Fallsburg JV Softball Starts 
Off A Good Season

by Angelee Santillo

“All the rail trails connect,” 
they said. 

As a girl from Liberty who 
grew up on Yaun Avenue, right 
across from the Chestnut Street 
rails-to-trails trailhead, I had 
always heard about how all the 
rail trails in Sullivan County 
connect in one way or another. 
But once I’d attempt to venture 
down that path, I would just be-
gin to hit my stride when some-
thing odd would happen – I’d 
end up behind Agway without 
any direction. What now? 

Sure, I knew I’d have to tra-
verse commercial roads at some 
parts of the journey, but exactly 
how one was supposed to do 
that was not intuitive. There 
were no trail markers hinting 
me in the right direction, no 
signs indicating I was even on 
the right trail anymore. 

Thus, like so many other rec-
reational hobbies throughout 
my childhood, I quit rail-trail-
ing for good. 

That is, until I moved to Hur-
leyville as an adult. Exploring 
the rail trail in town has been 
a favorite pastime of mine the 
last few years, partially because 
– let’s face it – it’s one of the 
only things to do here. But my 
Hurleyville rail trail experience 
has been limited to the “Local 
Loop,” as I like to call it. I start 
on foot or on bike down Mon-
gaup, take the right at Krum 
Road past Valley Golf Club, 
and either make the right down 
the Rail Trail to end up back on 
Railroad Ave, or continue on 
pavement down Mitteer, even-
tually crossing Main Street to 

Brophy where I take the road 
down until reaching the “end” 
of the Rail Trail, and work my 
way backwards to finish at the 
basketball courts. As great as 
the Local Loop is, you’re really 
only on a few miles of actual 
rail trail. As sports editor for the 
Sentinel, I needed to do better. 

And so, on one of the warm-
est days at the beginning of 
April, my partner & I decided to 
set out on bicycles, one moun-
tain and one hybrid, and make 
the left onto the rail trail after 
Krum Road instead of the right 
that takes you back to Railroad. 
Armed with only my local-girl 
knowledge of Sullivan County 
geography, I knew that some 
way, somehow, that left would 
take us to my old stomping 
grounds in Liberty. 

At first, nothing was out of 
the ordinary. For a couple of 
miles, we rode the rail trail over 
mostly smooth terrain, although 
the farther along we got, the 
rockier it became. For the aver-
age-to-experienced cyclist, the 
first part of the ride was mildly 
challenging but enjoyable, al-
though having a good bike real-
ly does make all the difference. 
As we felt we had to be reach-
ing a clearing of some sorts, we 
could feel we were navigating 
the path-less-traveled, as more 
branches, roots, and rocks 
seemed untouched and posed 
greater obstacles. 

Nevertheless, we eventu-
ally reached a clearing, having 
not really broken a sweat yet. 
At this clearing, we were on a 
town back road, and we could 
see that the rail trail continued 

across the street. But to the 
right, I saw a familiar four-way 
intersection, one I’d been on 
countless times throughout my 
childhood – it was Twin Bridge 
Road. I wondered if we should 
turn right at this clearing to-
wards the intersection and take 
a left onto Twin Bridge, or con-
tinue down the real rail trail in 
front of us. 

My partner, an Ellenville 
local who admittedly could 
not contribute any knowledge 
to our navigation of Sullivan 
County, read the uncertainty on 
my face. 

“Do you know where you’re 
going, or should we look it up?” 
she asked.

“We don’t need to look it up,” 
I said, too proud to accept help 
and refusing to use a cell phone 
in order to maintain the authen-
ticity of our old-fashioned cy-
cling adventure. “I know these 
roads, but if we go straight, it 
looks like it’s going in the same 
direction as Twin Bridge Road 
anyway, and it’s still rail trail.”

Across the street we went. 
This part of the trail became a 
bit more challenging, and there 
were parts strewn so deep with 
gravel that our bikes nearly 
stopped in their tracks. But we 
pressed on, my partner enjoy-
ing the light workout while I 
panicked internally about get-
ting us lost. Where could this 
take us out in Ferndale?” I won-
dered. I didn’t think any other 
path connected the two towns 
besides Twin Bridge Road.

I was right. As we zoomed 
through the wooded area and 
past residences in the distance, 
sounds were growing louder 

from where we could see a 
clearing. They were the sounds 
of traffic, which was encourag-
ing at first, because at least we 
weren’t driving towards the 
middle of nowhere. Then, as we 
exited the trail, I saw a familiar 
sight in the near-distance. We 
had reached Route 17 West. 

As I watched commuters and 
tractor trailers speed by on the 
highway, I couldn’t bring my-
self to glance at my partner, the 
one I’d just reassured I knew 
where I was going. She was a 
good sport, though, and feigned 
confidence in me while explor-
ing the grassy expanse next to 
the highway by foot, looking 
in vain for any signs of a con-
tinuing trail. But as I glanced 
across the highway, I saw the 
familiar Prestige Auto billboard 
and knew exactly where we 
were. We’d have to cross 17 
to get to Ferndale, and we ob-
viously couldn’t do that on the 
highway. We should have taken 
Twin Bridge Road.

Backpedaling, we retraced 
our path and revisited the four-
corners, where we began the 
steep journey up Twin Bridge 
Road into Ferndale, officially 
kicking off what we later called 
“the pavement portion” of our 
trip. Conquering the steep hills 
completely on bike, we finally 
got the intense workout we’d 
been looking for. One might 
say we even got more that we’d 
bargained for. After conquer-
ing all the menacing hills while 
making ourselves safely vis-
ible to passing cars, we reached 
the overpass on Twin Bridge 
that crossed the highway, and I 
knew we’d made it to Ferndale 

and halfway to Liberty.
The most confusing part of 

the trip came after we got off 
the busy Old Route 17 and 
were at the bottom of Ferndale-
Loomis Road by the antique 
shop. Looking up at that insane 
hill, one I’d driven down many 
times at illegal speeds because 
of the sheer momentum taking 
hold of my vehicle, it was clear 
that we would not be riding up 
it. Giving in and grabbing my 
phone, I looked up a map of 
New York State rail trails, but 
somehow, I couldn’t under-
stand where they were telling 
me the other trailhead was for 
the Liberty path. It said it was 
located somewhere near Sul-
livan Avenue, but I definitely 
did not want to cycle through 
Fast Food Alley, one of the 
more heavily-trafficked areas 
in town. And so, abandoning 
the idea, I informed my partner 
that we were going to walk our 
bikes up the beast of a hill. 

“Seriously?” she said, her pa-
tience wearing thin. “That hill 
is massive!”

“I know,” I said, “but once 
we get to the top, we take one 
more residential road and then 
we jump on the Liberty rail 
trail.” 

Hey, reassurance had gotten 
me this far. 

Walking bicycles up Fern-
dale-Loomis Road is worse 
than you could ever imagine. 
Even for two relatively fit and 
outdoorsy people like us, the 
hill’s relentless gradient paired 
with the sheer terror induced 
by the speeding cars is enough 
to make one write off that hill 
for good, and a pretty big deter-

rent to taking the rails-to-trails 
across towns. Nevertheless, we 
reached midway up the hill and 
took the quick right onto Upper 
Ferndale Road, the last main 
road we’d have to use before 
reaching the Liberty trails. It 
felt great to jump on our bikes 
again, and once the wooden 
sign welcoming us to the Lib-
erty Rail Trail came into view, 
I was overcome with emotion, 
partly because I was proud 
we’d made it to Liberty, but 
mostly because I knew a visit 
to my mother’s house would 
mean a great meal, and we were 
so unbelievably hungry. 

I must say that the Liberty 
Rail Trail, although short, is 
very well-marked. It clearly 
told us that we could either 
make the right and end up at 
the unidentified trailhead that I 
could not place earlier, or take 
the left, where helpful white 
footprints on pavement led us 
to the Carrier Street part of the 
rail trail. Left we went, and in 
time we reached Carrier and 
saw Agway in the distance. We 
crossed Lake Street and rode 
behind Agway to find the trail 
again, another quick and lei-
surely ride down to the Chest-
nut Street trailhead, which was 
also well-marked. 

We’d reached the end of 
our journey, and by the time 
we crossed the street, rode up 
Yaun Avenue (another hill) and 
collapsed on my parents’ front 
lawn, it was nearly dark. 

We recounted our journey 
to my parents, who wanted to 
know how we’d gotten to their 
house for dinner without cars. 
When we told them we’d biked 
it, they were in disbelief. 

“I didn’t know all the rail 
trails actually connected,” my 
mom said. 

“Well,” I began, looking at 
my exhausted companion as she 
stretched out her burning calves 
on their living room floor, “Not 
exactly like you’d think.” 

In the end, we did it. We 
successfully biked from Hur-
leyville to Liberty via rail trail, 
and although the trails in the 
county really don’t all connect 
that seamlessly, with a little ef-
fort and a mind open to adven-
ture, it’s a trip I would recom-
mend doing at least once.

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL
The Rail Trail from Hurleyville to Ferndale is a great place to hike or bike all year around.

SUNY Sullivan’s Paniagua 
Sets Home Run Record

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE –
The SUNY Sullivan Gener-
als baseball team clubbed its 
way to a 16-5 victory against 
SUNY Ulster in a game 
played at Highland, NY on 
April 24 to record its twenti-
eth win of the season.

It was the Generals third 
victory over the Senators in 
four tries this year, and the 
16 runs they put on the board 
marked the fifth time they 
have scored 15 or more runs 
in a game in 2017. 

With the win, Sullivan im-
proved to 20-11 (with one tie 
game) on the season overall 
and 7 – 5 in the conference. 
Ulster dropped to 9 – 10 
overall and 6 -6 in confer-
ence play.

On April 28, the Generals 
swept two games at home 
against Rockland with con-
vincing 10-2 and 19-1 wins, 
pounding out 29 hits on the 
day. Sullivan batters hit four 
home runs in the opener, 
with Ronald Medina, Johann 
Paniagua, Manny Nova and 
Cain Ruiz all going deep. 
The offensive onslaught con-
tinued in the second game 
as Medina swatted a pair of 
homers and Jurg Steiger con-
nected for a grand slam.

Paniagua’s blast in the 
opener was his ninth of the 

year, giving him 15 career 
home runs in a Generals 
uniform, a new school re-
cord. The sophomore third 
baseman hails from James 
Monroe High School in the 
Bronx.

On April 29, Rockland en-
acted a measure of revenge, 
winning both games of a 
doubleheader at home, by 
10-8 and 15-5 scores.

On April 30, Sullivan cap-
tured an impressive 7-6 non-
league win over the country’s 
number 4 team, the Commu-
nity College of Morris, as 
Paniagua collected three hits 
and drove in three runs. It 
was just the fifth loss of the 
year for Morris, against 39 
wins.

With the victory, the Gen-
erals improved to 23-13-1 on 
the season overall.

PHOTO PROVIDED
SUNY Sullivan sophomore 
third baseman Johann Pani-
agua has broken the school 
record for career home runs
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