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BASKETBALLSTAND UP, STAND OUT
by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE – Times, 
they are a-changing in the 
towns of Fallsburg and 
Thompson, even if the super-
visors are not. As voters head 
to the polls on Tuesday, Nov. 
7, they will be voting for town 
board members who will help 
lead the two towns through 
major economic and likely 
population changes, as large 
development projects come to 
fruition.

Fallsburg Town Supervisor 
Steve Vegliante, a four-term 
incumbent, and Thompson 
Town Supervisor Bill Rieber, 
a two-term incumbent, are 
both running for reelection 
unopposed. Fallsburg has two 
town board seats on the bal-
lot this year, with incumbents 
Michael Weiner and Nathan 
Steingart both running to re-
claim their seats. Political 
newcomer Lakin Nicole Cas-
tillo is their only challenger. 

Ms. Castillo works at her 
family-owned construction 
company, L.C. Construc-
tion and Sons based in South 
Fallsburg. She and her family 
spoke out vehemently against 
the building moratorium 
passed by the town last year, 
saying it discriminated against 
the town’s summer Hasidic 
Jewish population and would 
put hundreds of people in 
their industry out of work. 
That moratorium led to an up-
date to the town’s comprehen-
sive plan, which is facing pub-
lic hearings this month, along 
with new zoning codes. All of 
that should be finalized before 
the end of the year, however, 
and it would be up to the new 
board to implement changes 
and uphold the codes. 

Fallsburg is managing a tre-
mendous amount of growth 
right now, Mr. Vegliante said, 
and the board’s No. 1 prior-
ity has been managing that 
growth effectively and sus-
tainably. Expanded water, 

sewage, parks and recreation 
and police department are all 
necessary for a larger popula-
tion.  

“Our board takes the future 
of Fallsburg very seriously,” 
Mr. Vegliante said. “We look 
at it from as many different 
perspectives as possible.”

The current board has 
worked well together for close 
to a decade, Mr. Vegliante 
said, and he is confident the 
board will continue to work 
well together, whether Ms. 
Lakin joins the board or it re-
mains the same. Though it has 
benefitted him, Mr. Vegliante 
said in the future he hopes to 
see more candidates stepping 
up to push the town forward.

“Overall, it’s not a good 
feeling to run unopposed,” 
Mr. Vegliante said. “It’s not 
how the democratic process is 
supposed to work.” 

In Thompson, there is more 
competition for the two avail-
able board seats. Richard Sush 
is retiring from his seat, while 
John Pavese is running for re-
election. Jay Rubin; owner of 
Rubin Livestock Service and 
three-time town board can-
didate; Melinda Meddaugh, 
who works at Cornell Cooper-
ative Extension and serves on 
the Town of Thompson Plan-
ning Board; and Monticello 
attorney Steven Kurlander 
round out the field for the two 
seats.  

The Town of Thompson is 
in a “mad dash” to ensure the 
massive ResortsWorld casino 
opens on time, Mr. Rieber 
said, and the town board will 
have its hands full monitor-
ing major projects that are in 
the works and planning for 
Thompson’s future.

“We have to keep push-
ing every day,” Mr. Rieber 
said. “We have to be forward-
thinking. We have to realize 
things aren’t going to be the 
way they were.”

Mr. Rieber personally be-
lieves things are changing for 

by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE – Hur-
leyville loves Halloween, 
and Halloween loves Hur-
leyville back. Hundreds of 
trick-or-treaters flooded Main 
Street just before dusk on 
the holiday, filling their bags 
and buckets with candy and 
joining in the annual parade. 
Hurleyville Fire Department 
engines blasted spooky and 
energetic music as they book-
ended the small parade, a fa-

vorite local tradition. A tractor 
from The Center for Discov-
ery towed a wagonful of chil-
dren, while other children 
and families walked along 
the Main Street parade route 
from Mobilemedic to the fire 
station. Ghosts and skeletons 
danced, while witches ad-
mired the fire trucks. Houses 
and businesses along Main 
Street quickly depleted candy 
supplies as children from the 
hamlet and across the county 
joined in the fun.

TOWN BOARD CANDIDATES FACE 
FAST-PACED FUTURE

TRICK-OR-TREATERS FIND
A HAVEN IN HURLEYVILLE
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by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE — At only 
20 years old, Evan Sturtecky 
has not just a passion for be-
coming an author, but a passion 
for using his stories to advocate 
for the people and communities 
he feels need it most.

Mr. Sturtecky was about 10 
when he began reading novels, 
starting with the “Captain Un-
derpants” series. After that, he 
became enthralled with Stephe-
nie Meyer’s “Twilight,” and his 
love of books developed into a 
love of writing. He started writ-
ing short stories in 2011, and in 
2017, published the short nov-
el, “Swim.” The Ulster County 
resident recently stopped by 
Hurleyville to discuss the book 
and his career dreams.

“Swim” features two young 
women, Sarah and Kate, who 
are just graduating from trade 
school in the beginning of the 
book. Sarah is going to be-
come a veterinary assistant, 
while Kate is getting certified 
as a swim instructor. Swim les-
sons for Sarah develop a strong 
friendship, but that is tested 

by a painful secret as the story 
goes on.

The book was partially in-
spired by Mr. Sturtecky’s own 
swimming lessons experience. 
He started writing the book 
in 2014, but struggled with 
whether he felt like the book 
was valuable.

“I got discouraged because I 
thought at first that it was stu-
pid,” Mr. Sturtecky said. 

The book went by the way-
side until 2016, when his 
grandmother pushed him to 
pursue his dream of becoming 
an author. He self-published 
“Swim” earlier this year.

It’s been a long road. Mr. 
Sturtecky has autism, and said 
that as a child, he often said 
harsh things, and his parents 
struggled to cope.

“Back then, it was kind of 
hard for my parents and me,” 
Mr. Sturtecky said. “I did a lot 
of bad stuff.”

Once he was diagnosed with 
autism, Mr. Sturtecky was able 
to get help with his behav-
ior. He overcame bullying in 
middle school and graduated 
from public school. This year 

he finished a welding course at 
BOCES. 

A strong Christian, Mr. Stur-
tecky said that Jesus saved him 
through the worst times, and 
his faith has changed him for 
the better. Now that he is man-
aging his autism and focusing 
on his writing, Mr. Sturtecky 
would like to branch out into 
stories that carry messages of 
acceptance and inclusion, but 
also plenty of creativity. 

Mr. Sturtecky’s story ideas 

range from a twisted horror 
story a la “Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre” to a LGBTQ ro-
mance. He wants to explore as 
many genres as possible, and 
he loves to write female char-
acters. Most male characters 
are dumb, he said. His chain-
saw horror story will certainly 
feature a female protagonist. 

“It’s going to be a good, 
strong badass female charac-
ter,” Mr. Sturtecky said.

Mr. Sturtecky would also like 
to use his platform to advocate 
for and support those he feels 
have come under attack in the 
current political climate, like 
immigrants and the LGBTQ 
community. It’s important to 
take a stand for equality, Mr. 
Sturtecky said, and as an au-
thor he can do that in creative 
ways, like writing a positive ro-
mance that features an LGBTQ 
couple.

“The community is going 
through a tough time right now 
and they need to know they 
have a backer,” Mr. Sturtecky 
said. “They got me.”

Get a taste of “Swim” with 
an excerpt on page 5.

by John Conway

One of the most hotly debated 
questions to be decided by New 
York State voters on this Elec-
tion Day is whether or not to 
hold a Constitutional Conven-
tion.

State law now requires vot-
ers to decide the question every 
20 years. Previous conventions 
have been held in 1938 and 
1967. The last time the ques-
tion appeared on the ballot—in 
1997—it was rejected by ap-
proximately a 3 to 1 margin. 
If the call for a convention is 
approved this time around, 
it would likely be held in the 
spring of 2019. If the question 
is voted down, it will next ap-
pear on the ballot in 2037.

There are myriad voices on 
both sides of the issue, and-- at 
least in terms of the opposition-- 
the issue has brought to light the 
old adage that “politics makes 
strange bedfellows.” Groups 
opposing a convention span the 
political spectrum from pub-
lic employee unions, the New 

York Civil Liberties Union and 
a number of environmental 
groups to the state Republican 
and Conservative Parties, and 
rifle and pistol associations.

While their reasons for op-
posing the convention are as 
varied as the groups’ mission 
statements, the common thread 
is a fear of a convention over-
run by special interest groups 
that would undo protections al-
ready in place. Some opponents 

also point out there is another, 
less dangerous way to change 
the state constitution through 
the amendment process, which 
while rigorous, is practicable.

It was through the amend-
ment process that casino gam-
ing was finally legalized in New 
York in 2013.

Proponents of the convention 
include a number of anti-cor-
ruption groups, the League of 
Women Voters, and the Citizens 

Union. Their arguments include 
the notion that the convention is 
an unparalleled opportunity to 
lessen the governor’s sway over 
the budget process, and to enact 
progressive change without fac-
ing the daunting and uncertain 
process of going through the 
state legislature. They also point 
out that any measures proposed 
at the convention would have 
to be approved by voters at a 
subsequent election, providing 
an additional protection against 
unwanted change.

A Siena College poll con-
ducted in October showed that 
roughly 44 per cent of state 
voters favor holding a Con-
stitutional Convention, while 
approximately 39 per cent are 
opposed, but that gap has been 
steadily shrinking since ear-
lier polls. Upstate voters were 
slightly against the convention 
in that same October poll.

For or against, most everyone 
agrees it is important to take 
advantage of the opportunity to 
make your voice heard by vot-
ing on Tuesday, November 7.

YOUNG AUTHOR PROMOTES ADVOCACY IN STORYTELLING
NYS Voters to Decide on Constitutional Convention

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Young author Evan Stur-
tecky, whose novel, Swim, is 
excerpted on Page 5 of this 
paper.

PHOTO FROM NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY
Members of New York’s first constitutional convention 
gather in front of the Courthouse in Kingston on April 20, 
1777 to hear the convention secretary, mounted on a barrel, 
read the newly ratified constitution to the public.

Election Dates and Info

The last day to postmark 
an application for an Absen-
tee Ballot is Tuesday, Octo-
ber 31. 

The last day to apply in 
person for an Absentee Bal-
lot is Monday, November 6.

The last day to postmark 
an Absentee Ballot for the 
General Election is Mon-
day, November 6.

The last day to deliver an 
Absentee Ballot in person to 
the Board of Elections office 
is Tuesday, November 7.

To see the full list of 
candidates, visit http://

co.sullivan.ny.us/Board-
ofElections/tabid/3064/De-
fault.aspx

To view statewide bal-
lot proposals, visit https://
www.elections.ny.gov/
NYSBOE/Elections/2017/
proposals/2017StatewideBa
llotProposals.pdf

The Board of Elections’ 
office is located on the 
ground floor of the Sullivan 
County Government Center, 
100 North Street, Monticel-
lo. Stop by, or call 845-807-
0400 for more information.

MONTICELLO – The Sullivan County Board of Elec-
tions has announced that it will extend its regular office 
hours in the days leading up to the November 7 General 
Election as follows:
Thursday Evening October 26 5-7 p.m.
Saturday Morning October 28 9 a.m.-Noon
Thursday Evening November 2 5-7 p.m.
Saturday Morning November 4 9 a.m.-Noon
Tuesday All Day November 7 Polls open at 6 a.m. 
  and close at 9 p.m.

the better, and he predicts that 
Sullivan County will transi-
tion from living a subsistence 
lifestyle in a sluggish econo-
my, to having good jobs and 
being able to eat out and en-
joy life more. The town board 
has been engaged in the pro-
cess and will continue to be 
in the new term, Mr. Rieber 
said, beautifying the Town of 
Thompson for new visitors 
and residents, and seeking 
other industry opportunities 
to avoid having all the town’s 
eggs in the one basket of the 
casino. Affordable and suf-
ficient housing are one major 
area of concern, Mr. Rieber 
said, and the town’s boards 
are trying to fast-track the 
approval process to get some 
housing opportunities under-
way. One such project, Gan 

Eden, proposed for Colum-
bia Hill in Hurleyville, has 
been met by suspicion in the 
community as a high density 
project that could overburden 
water and sewer capacity, but 
Mr. Rieber pointed out that 
Gan Eden remains before the 
planning board and the board 
is doing its due diligence. 

“We’re going to do our job 
and we’re going to do well,” 
Mr. Rieber said of Gan Eden 
and the town’s work as a 
whole.

Fallsburg and Thompson 
are “smack dab” in the middle 
of massive changes coming 
to Sullivan County, and Mr. 
Vegliante said it will not be a 
time for town governments to 
sit down on the job.

“We have a lot of work to 
do,” Mr. Vegliante said.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Children fill a wagon towed by a Center for Discovery trac-
tor, ready to join the annual Hurleyville Halloween parade.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Scores of families joined the costumed procession down 
Main Street on Halloween, enjoying the spooky music blast-
ed by Hurleyville fire trucks and occasionally breaking off to 
knock on new doors for more sweet treats.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
As the Halloween parade passed down Main Street, trick-
or-treaters broke off to knock on doors before rejoining the 
procession.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Residents from the hamlet and beyond gather on Main 
Street in Hurleyville for the annual Halloween parade, 
where costumed creatures walk from MobileMedic to the 
Hurleyville fire station.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Trick-or-treaters line up outside of homes on Main Street 
Halloween evening to scoop up candy during the cavity-
inducing holiday.
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

Q. “What is your favorite Fall Recipe?”

“I am thankful for my new 
nephew, Rhett, he has made 
me look at life from a differ-
ent perspective. I cherish life 
more and I have grown into 
a more loving and responsi-
ble person because of him.”

“I am thankful for kind-
ness. We don’t always 

see kindness in the 
world. I try to gravitate 
toward people who are 

kind because it leads 
people in the right direc-

tion; making our world 
and the people in it feel 
good. I am thankful to 

be surrounded by people 
like this.”

“There is so much to be 
grateful for! I am very 
grateful for my husband, 
Kris, our health and the 
many blessings that have 
come our way over the 
past few years. We are 
both beyond grateful for 
our family and friends 
that surround us with so 
much unconditional love 
and support”

“This year I’m grateful 
for life. I’m grateful to 
be able to live a happy 
and healthy life full of 
blessings. Most of all, 

I’m grateful to have the 
ability to create a life. 
I know not everyone 

gets an opportunity to 
carry a baby, with that, 
I am over the moon to 

become a Mother in the 
coming weeks before        

Thanksgiving.”

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
will hold the 21st Annual 
“Deck the Doors” Holiday 
Decorating Contest on Thurs-
day, December 21. The group 
will tour every road in Hur-
leyville and judge doors dec-
orated for the holidays. All 
holiday-decorated doors in the 
hamlet, including residences 
and businesses, are eligible.  
Winners of the contest will be 
awarded prizes provided by 
Hurleyville business owners 
and members of Hurleyville-
Sullivan First.  

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
meets on the third Thursday 
of each month at 7 p.m. at the 
Hurleyville Firehouse. The 
meetings are open to everyone 
interested in the revitalization 
and beautification of Hur-
leyville. 

Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more information 
about Hurleyville and Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First. 

The Sullivan Paranormal 
Society and their paranormal 
friends will hold a “Haunted 
Afternoon” at the Sullivan 
County Museum on Saturday, 
November 4, from 1 - 4 p.m. 
Admission is free. Visitors will 
be able to explore the building 
and see evidence of true New 
York ghost stories collected 
by paranormal teams. Ven-
dors will be at the event with 
“spooky” goodies.

The Sullivan County His-
torical Society and the Pro-
fessional Women of Sulli-
van County will present “An 
Evening of PDA’s – Public 
Displays of Affection, Anger 
and Art in America” as pho-
tographed by Sullivan County 
resident Jonathan Hyman, on 
Wednesday, November 15 at 
7:30 p.m. at the museum. The 
slide show and lecture will be 
followed by a Q & A.

There will be a “Holiday 
Open House” at the museum 
on Sunday, December 3 from 2 
- 4 p.m.  The event will feature 
holiday-themed trees, wreaths 
and exhibits decorated by in-

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

One year ago, in October I 
embarked on a personal ex-
periment of writing a monthly 
column on live music in the 
area. I have to admit that I’ve 
surprised myself by having 
the discipline and dedication 
to actually have written for 
you, the readers, for an entire 
year! Thank you all for your 
continued support!

Most of you also know that 
the autumn is my favorite time 
of year, with the vibrancy of 
the leaves against the slightly 
muted cerulean sky. This year, 
however, it has been tempered 
by my beautiful 20 year old 
granddaughter going to the 
Emergency Room thinking 
she had pneumonia and never 
coming home. I will not dwell 
on this, but it is more an ex-
planation for my not being out 
and about as much as usual 
and why this column will be 
shorter than usual.

That, and with the ap-
proaching winter, many ven-
ues offering live music shutter 
up tight.

Hurleyville’s own Pickled 
Owl is not one of them. Nes-
tled in on Main Street, across 
from the Hurleyville Arts 
Centre, it signifies the reno-
vation of this hamlet-- a pio-
neer, if you will. As far as live 
music goes, they have always 
provided the area with some 
of the best talent available and 
will continue to do so on Sat-
urdays throughout the winter. 

Amber Sircable

Darlene Kehrley

Hailey Merklin

Alicia Melendez

Well, it had to happen – we 
got our first frost of 2017! Then, 
more summer weather blessed 
us. Some plants have survived 
and now we have another few 
weeks of tolerable weather be-
fore the next frost which usu-
ally dips low in temperature and 
takes out the rest of the green 
growth. Soon after, the ground 
starts to freeze and we have offi-
cially left autumn behind. Before 
that happens, there’s still a lot to 
get finished and then we can of-
ficially take a break. 

So here’s the end of the gar-
dening season list: 

Keep harvesting fall veggies, 
put cold frames over beds or put 
up low hoops and row covers. 
Leave ornamental grasses up and 
perennials that have seeds and 
architectural features and seeds 
for winter – think about the snow 
lightly resting on branches! 

Finish bulb planting – put in 
labels so you remember where 
they are. Plant garlic if you 
haven’t already and cover with 
straw for the winter. Mow and 

cover strawberries with straw. 
Leave raspberry canes intact 
for winter – you’ll prune in the 
spring. Wrap fruit trees with 
plastic or paper barriers to pre-
vent rodent damage over winter. 

Mound compost around base 
of roses for more protection. 
Continue to transplant perenni-
als. Last mowing - put on com-
post pile along with chopped 
leaves and turn the pile well be-
fore winter. Take out bird feeders 
and feel good about feeding our 
feathered friends as resources 

begin to dwindle in nature.
Drain hoses and put away for 

season. Turn off outside spigots 
and in the basement. Dump de-
bris buckets. Clean and oil gar-
den tools – linseed on handles, 
sharpen blades on shovels and 
hoes. Winterize and clean/scrape 
mower and sharpen blades. 
Clean out house gutters and 
compost leaves. Winterize water 
features or drain for winter.

Exhale. Put your feet up. Have 
a nice cup of tea and rest. You’ve 
had a great year in the garden! 

FROM THE FARM
by Eve Springwood Minson

dividuals and organizations. 
Please call 845-434-8044 for 
information on setting up a 
tree or exhibit.  

The Sullivan County His-
torical Society is holding an 
“auditorium sale” at the mu-
seum. Items for sale have been 
acquired in various ways that 
do not fit in with the purpose of 
the society. No donated or ac-
cessed items are for sale. The 
items for sale can be found 
in the auditorium and will be 
available for purchase until 
Saturday, November 11. 

The museum also has a “gift 
shop” offering a collection 
of Sullivan County-related 
books, maps, posters, post-
cards and memorabilia. 

Anyone interested in vol-
unteering to explore geneal-
ogy and the history of life in 
Sullivan County can call Pat 
Burns at the museum.  The 
museum’s phone number is 
845-434-8044. The museum, 
located at 265 Main Street in 
Hurleyville, is open on from 
Tuesday to Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more information 
on the Sullivan County Histor-
ical Society and the Sullivan 
County Museum.

The Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church will host 
its annual Roast Beef Dinner 
on Saturday, November 4. The 

For November, the schedule 
is not yet in my hands so feel 
free to give them a call (45-
693-5322) to see who is there 
on Saturdays this month.

Another bright spot that 
will be open and offering live 
music throughout the bleak 
winter months will be Cab-
ernet Frank’s in Parksville. 
I made my way down there 
last week and caught some of 
their Cab’oroke.  Even though 
that’s not my thing, it was not 
what I have come to know as 
Karaoke and what a fun night!  
Especially since I ran into old 
friends I haven’t seen in a 
while, Frank and Linda Com-
mando from the Grahamsville 
Townsman and drummer ex-
traordinaire Nicky Redd. If 
you haven’t heard Frank sing 
Sinatra, you don’t know what 
you’re missing!

DeFillipis will also contin-
ue to offer their Music Where 
You Least Expect It on Sun-
days, a showcase of some of 
the best talent in Sullivan, Or-
ange and Ulster Counties.

Brew is on the fence about 
extending the Odd Tuesday 
featuring Joanna Gass and 
the Greater Sullivan Search 
and Rescue Orchestra. You’ll 
have to give them a call (845) 
796-2222.

Every Monday
Dutch’s Open Mi: 205 Rock 

Hill Dr., Rock Hill, 7 p.m.
Every Thursday
The Dead End Café: These 

two are unbeatable! DeFino 
and Ravdin.  

Fridays: 
Sorella:  Jazz Standards 

with DeFino and Ravdin, and 
great Italian food!  6 – 9 p.m., 
3562 State Rte 55, Kauneon-
ga Lake

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main 
St., (Exit 98 off Rte. 17W) 
Parksville; 8 p.m.

Nov 3:  Johnny Jules Band
Nov 10:  Glass House
Nov 17:  Cabernet Frank’s 

Jazz Revue;   Karabas Bara-
bas (10 p.m.)

Nov 24:  7 with Drew North
Saturdays: 
Sorella: Jazz Standards 

with DeFino and Ravdin, 
3562 State Rte. 55, Kauneon-
ga Lake; 6 – 9 p.m.

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main 
Street (Exit 98 off Rte. 17W), 
Parksville; 7:30 p.m.

Nov 4:  Joshua Tree
Nov 11:  The Ramblers with 

Laura Garone 
Nov 18:  The Cameramen 

NFS (10 p.m.)
And save Dec 8 on your 

calendar for Little Sparrow at 
7 p.m. and MIZ at 8 p.m.

Every Sunday
Music Where You Least 

Expect It: 11 a.m. –  1:30ish, 
DeFillipis Bakery, 506 Broad-
way, Monticello

The Dancing Cat Saloon:  
#SHINEON, Jazz Brunch, 11-
2, 2037 State Rte. 17B, Bethel

Until next time…….

dinner will begin at 4:30 p.m. 
and end when all the food is 
gone. Proceeds from the din-
ner will be used for mainte-
nance of the church building.

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church is open 
each Thursday (except the first 
Thursday of each month) from 
4:30 – 6 p.m. The volunteers 
at the food pantry also provide 
free clothing for families in 
need on the last Thursday of 
each month.

Services are held at the 
church each Sunday from 9 – 
10 a.m.

The church holds prayer 
meetings every Monday from 
10 a.m. until noon.  

A Bible study group meets at 
the church every Tuesday from 
7 – 8 p.m.

Volunteers at the church 
host the Community Lunch 
Program. Dates for the pro-
gram will be announced on the 
church’s page on Facebook.

The church hosts a Youth 
Group on Fridays from 7 - 8:30 
p.m. Young people are invited 
to join in a variety of activities 
including board games, trivia, 
movie nights, arts and crafts. 
Dates will be announced on 
the church’s page on Face-
book.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-
tion or if you can help with any 
of these activities.

The members of Columbia 
Hill Neighborhood Alliance 
(CHNA) want to remind ev-
eryone that Election Day is 
Tuesday, November 7. This is 
an opportunity for everyone to 
vote for candidates who sup-
port wise and measured plan-
ning to ensure Hurleyville and 
the towns of Thompson and 
Fallsburg grow strong for the 
long term.  

The volunteers in CHNA 
continue to work for sustain-
able development that will, in 
turn, preserve the quality of 
life in our community.    

Visit CHNA at www.colum-
biahill.org or on Facebook for 
more information on the Co-
lumbia Hill Neighborhood Al-
liance.
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PROPOSED COUNTY BUDGET ADDS 
TO PUBLIC SAFETY, ROADS

AND BRIDGES, BEAUTIFICATION
Tax Increase Under State Cap 

Sullivan County Veterans Day 
Events 2017

WOODSONGS COFFEEHOUSE
AT SULLIVAN COUNTY MUSEUM

Human Rights Commission and 
Legislature Honor Hispanic-Americans

MONTICELLO – The 
United States celebrated His-
panic Heritage Month from 
September 15 to October 15. 
Approved by President Lyn-
don Johnson, and later ex-
panded by President Ronald 
Reagan to a full month, the 
month is set aside to celebrate 
the customs, traditions, and 
successes of United States 
citizens of Hispanic ethnici-
ty. Hispanic-Americans such 
as writer Julia Alvarez, actor 
Edward James Olmos, musi-
cian Gloria Estefan, activ-
ist Cesar Chavez, and many 
more have used their success 
to serve as positive role mod-
els.

During this celebratory 
month, the Sullivan County 
Human Rights Commission 
recognized local Hispanic-
Americans/Latinos who self-
lessly demonstrate, through 
their careers and daily lives, 
the importance of giving 
back to the residents of Sul-
livan County. 

On October 20, the Human 
Rights Commission and the 
Sullivan County Legislature 
lauded Ariel Escobar (NYS-
DOCCS), Lorraine Lopez-
Janove (Orange, Sullivan, 
Ulster Community Colleg-
es), and Yempha Smith (BO-
CES) as outstanding citizens 
of the County. 

“The positive contribu-
tions made by these individ-
uals to our diverse commu-
nity embodies the spirit and 
responsibility of citizenry,” 
said Ari-Mir Pontier, Execu-
tive Director of the Human 
Rights Commission. “They 
are role models for all ages, 

all backgrounds, all eth-
nicities, and they make us 
proud.”

“It is citizens like these 
who make a difference every 
day in and around Sullivan 
County,” added Legislature 

Chairman Luis Alvarez. “As 
a proud Hispanic-American 
myself, I am honored to rep-
resent them in County gov-
ernment, and on behalf of 
the entire Legislature, I say, 
‘Thank you!’”

MONTICELLO – Am-
bitiously setting a goal to 
fund expanded services 
and programs while limit-
ing the growth in property 
taxes, Sullivan County 
Manager Joshua Potosek 
has delivered the 2018 
Tentative Sullivan County 
Budget to the Legislature.

“As proposed by my of-
fice, the 2018 Tentative 
Sullivan County Budget 
invests heavily in what’s 
important to our residents: 
highways and bridges, 
public safety, economic 
development, community 
beautification, and health 
& wellness,” Mr. Potosek 
said. “It does so, however, 
without significantly in-
creasing property taxes, 
the burden of which, as a 
County resident myself, I 
understand.”

The $226,143,143 bud-
get, as currently proposed, 
stays under the state-
mandated property tax 
increase cap, with an es-
timated tax levy increase 
of 2.3%. Full details of 
the budget are available 
at www.co.sullivan.ny.us 
(click on “County Man-
ager’s Office” in the drop-
down “Find a Department” 
menu, then click on “Bud-
get” in the left margin). 

Highlights include:
• $28.2 million in capi-

PHOTO PROVIDED
From the left are Legislature Chairman Luis Alvarez, Deputy 
County Manager Dan Depew, Legislators Mark McCarthy, 
Ira Steingart and Joe Perrello, honoree Ariel Escobar, Legis-
lator Alan Sorensen, honoree Yempha Smith, honoree Lor-
raine Lopez-Janove, Legislators Scott Samuelson and Terri 
Ward, County Manager Josh Potosek, Legislature Vice Chair 
Nadia Rajsz and Human Rights Commission Executive Direc-
tor Ari Mir-Pontier.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Monticello businessman Les 
Kristt will receive the 2017 
SYDA Foundation Commu-
nity Service Award on No-
vember 16.

SYDA Foundation Honors Les Kristt
SOUTH FALLSBURG-- 

The SYDA Foundation 
announces that Les Kristt 
of Monticello has been se-
lected as the recipient of 
the 2017 SYDA Foundation 
Community Service Award. 

The award will be present-
ed to Mr. Kristt on Thurs-
day, November 16, at 2:00 
p.m. at the monthly meeting 
of the Sullivan County Leg-
islature, at the Government 
Center in Monticello. The 
public is invited to attend. 

Since 1986, the SYDA 
Foundation has sponsored 
this annual award to recog-
nize and honor local citizens 
for outstanding community 
service. A committee of past 
SYDA Foundation Commu-
nity Service Award recipi-
ents and local civic leaders 
make the selection.

Mr. Kristt is a Sullivan 
County native who gradu-
ated from Monticello High 
School in 1964 and contin-
ued his education at Cornell 
University in the School of 
Electrical Engineering. Af-
ter college, Mr. Kristt re-
turned home to Monticello 
to help his father run the 
family business. Mr. Kristt, 
along with his partner, 
Gene Kelly, grew the busi-
ness into Kristt Kelly Office 
Systems, a successful office 
supplies, art supplies and 
office systems company that 
employed hundreds of local 
residents over the years.

For more than four de-
cades, Mr. Kristt has served 
in many leadership roles 
in the community. He was 
president and treasurer of 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Sullivan County Manager Josh Potosek presents his proposed budget to Legislators.

condemned buildings’ 
debris free of charge at 
the Monticello Transfer 
Station
• Funding to gradually 
increase the minimum 
wage for County em-
ployees to $15 an hour, 
beyond the state man-
date, in order to attract 
and retain qualified per-
sonnel in a newly com-
petitive market

The budget also takes 
into account costs that are 
out of the County’s con-
trol, including a 9.5% hike 
in health insurance premi-
ums. A larger property tax 
hike is being avoided by 
the use of $350,000 from 
County proceeds of the 
Resorts World Catskills 
Casino’s license fee, $2.9 
million from the growth of 
sales tax receipts, $200,000 
in increased room tax rev-
enues, and no raises for 
County management.

The County continues to 
maintain a healthy $11.8 
million fund balance (sur-
plus) for unanticipated ex-
penses.

Legislators have until 
December 20 to review, 
discuss, and adopt the 
budget. A series of to-be-
announced public meetings 
and hearings will also allow 
taxpayers and residents the 
opportunity to comment.

the Monticello Rotary Club 
and received the honor of 
Monticello Rotarian of the 
Year five times. He current-
ly chairs the committee that 
organizes the annual Mon-
ster Run 5K, which last year 
raised more than $8,000 for 
the Sullivan County Veter-
ans Coalition, benefitting 
local veterans in need.

Mr. Kristt was chair of 
the Monticello Bicentennial 
Committee, the Sullivan 
Hospitality Program and the 
Monticello Hall of Distinc-
tion. The Sullivan County 
NAACP honored Mr. Kristt 
twice, in 1988 and 2003.

Mr. Kristt has been a tire-
less organizer of fundrais-
ers, including the WSUL/
WVOS Heart-a-Thon, 
which has raised more 
$70,000 per year to enable 
the Catskills Regional Med-

WOODBOURNE – Satur-
day, November 4 – The 19th 
Annual Veterans Day Parade, 
sponsored by The Woodbourne 
Fire Company No. 1.  Line up: 
12:00 p.m. – Step Off:  1:00 
p.m.; Route 42/52 (Main Street), 
Woodbourne.  Service to follow 
at Woodbourne Firehouse.

LIBERTY:  Saturday, Novem-
ber 11 – 5:00 p.m. Liberty Elks 
Lodge 1545, Annual Veterans 
Dinner (Spaghetti and Meatball).  
Veterans Eat Free, Guests $7.

MONTICELLO:  Saturday, 
November 11 – 10:30 a.m.  “Vet-

erans Day” Services will be con-
ducted at the Sullivan County 
Government Center in Monti-
cello.  Hosting the local service 
will be The Ruddick Trowbridge 
Post #73, The American Legion, 
The Jesse Brams Post #206, Jew-
ish War Veterans and The Bailey-
Richman Post #9588, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars…all based in Mon-
ticello.  Keynote Speaker will be 
Gary Schacher, incoming candi-
date for New York State Com-
mander of The American Legion 
for the 2018 – 2019 Administra-
tive Year. The Public is cordially 

invited to attend.  Refreshments 
follow at the Monticello Elks 
Lodge.  

Al Etkin is Master of Ceremo-
nies.   For further information, 
(845) 807-3351.

NEVERSINK:  Saturday, No-
vember 11 - 11:00 a.m. – Graha-
msville Rural Cemetery, on Rt. 
55 in Grahamsville – Flag Ex-
change Ceremony:  Fred Ahrens 
Flag will come down, Fernando 
(Fred) Costa’s Flag will be 
raised.  Following the ceremony, 
there will be refreshments at the 
Town of Neversink Town Hall.

right to work, practicing his 
drums. Vinny’s Grandpa is the 
famous drummer Mike Cer-
vone of Jazzmosis and Little 
Sparrow. 

Woodsongs is entering its 
tenth year of presenting con-
certs, and as a way to say 
“thanks” the first 30 folks to 
show up get a free pasta and 
meatball dinner, included in 
the $8 price of admission. Cof-
fee, tea and baked goods will 
be available as well. Doors 
open at 5 p.m. 

The concert and pasta din-
ner will be held at the Sul-
livan County Museum, 265 
Main Street, Hurleyville, New 
York. The show is co-spon-
sored by the Sullivan County 
Historical Society.

This project is made possi-
ble with funding from a Sulli-
van County Arts and Heritage 
Grant, funded by the Sullivan 
County Legislature and ad-
ministered by the Delaware 
Valley Arts Alliance.

For more information call 
845 434-8044.

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Woodsongs Coffeehouse will 
present “The Drummers” at 
the Sullivan County Museum 
in Hurleyville from 6 – 9 p.m. 
on Saturday, November 18. 
The drummers in this case are 
Robin Rabii and members of 
his family and friends, per-
forming in an all-drum ensem-
ble. Their compositions are 
based on themes that invoke 
liberation, inspiration and 
transformation.  The conga 
drum is the primary instrument 
of the ensemble, and the music 
becomes a powerful vehicle 
for spreading the message of 
harmony.  

“Little Sparrow” opens the 
show, and their performance 
will feature a Woodsongs de-
but by rising star, Vinny Van 
Lowe, a/k/a “Vinny Sticks.” 
Vinny is a six year old drum-
mer who started playing at the 
age of two, or according to 
his Mom “as soon as he could 
hold the sticks.”  Vinny cur-
rently wakes up every morn-
ing before school and goes 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Six year old drummer Vinny Van Lowe will be performing at 
the Sullivan County Museum on November 18.

tal infrastructure invest-
ment, including cash and 
bond payments support-
ing an unprecedented $10 
million to replace deteri-
orating bridges, $6.2 mil-
lion to pave more County 
roads and $350,000 to re-
place the County Court-
house’s sidewalks and 
heating/ventilation sys-
tem
• $750,000 for two addi-
tional Assistant District 
Attorneys and five addi-
tional Road Patrol Sher-
iff’s Deputies in order to 
promptly catch and pros-
ecute criminals
• Two new Caseworkers 

in Child Protective Ser-
vices
• $50,000 to begin an At-
traction and Retention In-
centive Program for EMS 
personnel
• $530,000 to repave the 
Adult Care Center’s park-
ing lot, improve the facil-
ity’s exterior, and reno-
vate showers, along with 
marketing and promotion 
of the to-be-announced 
new name
• $100,000 for the en-
hancement and expan-
sion of the O&W Rail 
Trail system
• $100,000 for new Pub-
lic Transportation routes

• Add a clerk in the De-
partment of Motor Vehi-
cles Office to reduce wait 
times
• $75,000 for a Munici-
pal Growth Incentive 
Program to streamline 
commercial zoning and 
approvals, thus accelerat-
ing growth of our crucial 
commercial tax base
• $75,000 in matching 
grants for towns and vil-
lages who commit to 
improving gateways and 
welcome signage
• $75,000 for a new Mu-
nicipal Blight Program, 
which will allow mu-
nicipalities to dispose of 

ical Center to purchase spe-
cialized cardiac equipment 
that saves lives and contrib-
utes to the health of Sullivan 
County residents. 

Mr. Kristt has also served 
on the steering committee 
for the Boys and Girls Club 
Celebrity Dinner, which 
raises over $40,000 per year 
to ensure that young peo-
ple in Sullivan and Orange 
counties, especially those in 
need, have the support they 
need to be productive, car-
ing and responsible citizens.

Mr. Kristt is committed 
not just to the well-being of 
the people of Sullivan Coun-
ty, but to the well-being of 
its animals as well. He and 
his wife, Amy, rescue and 
find homes for stray dogs 
and exotic birds. They have 
opened their own home to 
seven rescued parrots and 
four dogs, and are currently 
fostering a dog with special 
needs. 

Les and Amy have four 
children, Dara, Eric, Cody 
and Catie, and one grand-
son, Calvin Hebert.

The SYDA Foundation, 
located in the Town of 
Fallsburg since 1979, is a 
not-for-profit organization 
that makes Siddha Yoga 
meditation available to stu-
dents around the world and 
contributes to the commu-
nity through regular mon-
etary donations to the local 
volunteer fire departments, 
police, school district, and 
hospital, and through its 
philanthropic expression—
PRASAD Children’s Dental 
Health Program.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those that do. We even 
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed, 
for free.  Stop by any Monday 
night and find out how you 
can help.

On Saturday, October 7, 
the Fire Department and the 
Ladies Auxiliary went to the 
89th Annual Sullivan County 
Volunteer Firefighter’s Asso-
ciation parade in Wurtsboro. 
The parade was hosted by 
the Wurtsboro, Summitville 
and Bloomingburg Fire De-
partments. Saturday brought 
a sunny day in the mid-sev-
enties, pretty nice for Octo-
ber. Lineup was on the back 
streets of Wurtsboro and 
we marched down Sullivan 
Street, which was lined with 
hundreds of spectators. This 
was one of the largest crowds 
in recent years. 

We ended the parade by 
the post office and then went 
to the Town of Mamakatng 
Park for the festivities and 
trophy presentations. We had 
a pretty good day.  The men 
won second place march-
ing in the fourteen and under 
dress regulation category, 
the ladies auxiliary won first 

place marching in the seven 
and under category and our 
truck 11-31 won best in ap-
pearing apparatus in the 1 - 10 
year category. We adjourned 
to our firehouse and had a fine 
meal to celebrate our success. 
Next year’s County Parade 
will be held in Roscoe.

Up next on Sunday, No-
vember 5, the fire department 
will be hosting our annual 
pancake breakfast. I don’t 
know how many years we 
have been hosting our break-
fast, but I have 47 years in the 
department and I remember 
going to it in the old firehouse 
as a kid.

We will be serving our 
world famous buckwheat 
pancakes, sausage, eggs any 
way you like them, OJ, cof-
fee and tea from 7:01a.m. un-
til one minute after noon.  It 
is $7.00 for adults, $5.00 for 
children and free for children 
under five.

On November 24, we will 
travel to the annual James 
Dworetsky Holiday Parade 
in Jeffersonville. This is a fun 
parade where all of the fire 
trucks are decked out with 
Christmas lights.

Daylight savings time be-
gins on November 5. Change 
your clocks. Check Your 

Batteries in Your Smoke De-
tectors and CO Detectors.

Remember you need a 
smoke detector on every floor 
of your home and should have 
one between your bedroom 
and the way out. 

Get that furnace cleaned, 
check your chimney, and in 
general get ready for the heat-

ing season. Cold weather is 
coming (I think).

All has been well at the 
Morningside Four Corners. 
Maybe if I keep writing about 
it we won’t have any calls 
there.

Planning ahead: The An-
nual Ice Fishing Contest is 
February 10, 2018. 

OCTOBER 11, 1917
To be Voted on November 6

The 96 names of voters 
in the Town of Fallsburg 
necessary to have the Local 
Option Questions submitted 
at the coming elections No-
vember 6 have been secured 
and the following four prop-
ositions will be voted on at 
that time.

Question 1 – Selling li-
quor to be drunk on the 
premises where sold

Shall any person be au-
thorized to traffic in liquor 
under the provision of Sub-
division One of  Section 
Eight of the Liquor Tax 
Law, namely by selling li-
quor to be drunk on the 
premises where sold, in the 
Town of Fallsburg?

Question 2 – Selling li-
quor not to be drunk on the 
premises where sold

Shall any person be au-
thorized to traffic in liquor 
under the provision of Sub-
division Two of Section 
Eight of the Liquor Tax 
Law, namely selling liquor 
not to be drunk on the prem-
ises where sold, in the Town 
of Fallsburg?

Question 3 – Selling li-
quor as a pharmacist on 
physician’s prescription

Shall any person be au-
thorized to traffic in liquor 
under the provision of Sub-
division Three of Section 
Eight of The Liquor Tax 
law, namely, by selling li-
quor as a pharmacist on a 
physician’s prescription in 
the Town of Fallsburg?

Question 4 – Selling li-
quor by hotel keepers only

Shall any person be au-
thorized to traffic in liquor 
under the provision of Sub-
division One of Section 
Eight of The Liquor Law, 
but only in connection with 
the business of keeping a 
hotel in the Town of Falls-
burg, if the majority of vot-
ers cast on the first question 
submitted are in the nega-
tive?

This is simply giving the 
voters the right to decide 
whether they want or do 
not want liquor sold in this 
town. If you want it vote 
“Yes.” If you don’t vote 
“No,” There will be special 
ballots for these proposi-
tions.

OCTOBER 25, 1917
Money Out of Your Pock-
et; Facts – Not Fallacies
The business side of the 

liquor question is, strange-

ly enough, the side upon 
which the wets are arguing 
and also the side which has 
decided many towns, coun-
ties and states to go dry. To 
get down to the facts right 
near home, we call attention 
to the Town of Montgom-
ery, Orange County, where 
the business men have 
signed a petition asking the 
voters to keep the town dry. 
Two years of no-license 
have been so pleasing in 
better business, paying of 
old bills, buying of homes 
and the lowering of taxes, 
that hard-headed business-
men do not want a return 
to former conditions. On 
the list are the names of big 
manufacturers of Walden 
and other towns as well as 
business and professional 
men.

Sidney was dry for two 
years but the cry “it hurts 
business to remove the sa-
loons” was heard and they 
went back to the wet col-
umn. After two years, they 
got so sick they voted it dry 
by an overwhelming major-
ity.

Voters and taxpayers of 
the Town of Fallsburg, this 
matter affects your pocket-
books, as well as the char-
acter of your boys and girls. 

Vote NO LICENSE!
As evidenced by the above 

front page article, Ralph 
Northrup, the editor and 
publisher of the Hurleyville 
Sentinel and no doubt a tee-
totaler, strongly supported 
the proposed temperance 
propositions placed before 
Town of Fallsburg voters 
on November 6, 1917. How-
ever, Northrup’s Sentinel 
had little to say following 

the vote. The November 8th 
edition simply noted local 
results in a proposition-re-
lated headline “The Town 
of Fallsburg went dry on all 
four propositions.” Sentinel 
readers would need to turn 
to the Liberty Register for 
more detailed results.

NOVEMBER 9, 1917
(Liberty Register) 
Liberty Votes Dry

Liberty went into the 
“dry” column Tuesday. It 
likewise gave a plurality for 
woman suffrage. The town 
was one of four along the 
O&W which smashed De-
mon Rum on the beak for 
a clean knockout; the oth-
ers being Rockland, for a 
second time, Fallsburg and 
Thompson. The drug stores 
alone were saved from ban-
ishing liquor from their 
shelves, saloons, hotels and 
liquor stores all getting the 
gate so far as the sale of 
strong drink is concerned. 
Early official returns made 
it uncertain for a time as to 
whether or not Liberty had 
decreed that rum must go, 
but after a re-tabulation it 
was found that the saloons 
had been voted out by a plu-
rality of 55, the liquor stores 
by 50, drug stores favored 
by 89 votes and the hotels 
rejected by 32….

Rockland remains dry by 
approximately 58, Falls-
burg goes dry by 162 and 
Thompson by 23. Of the 
other town voting on the 
question Mamakating is wet 
by 60, Delaware by 113 and 
Fremont by 81…

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

by Kelly Wells and Amanda Letohic

Did you know that No-
vember is Picture Book 
Month? 

Picture Book Month is 
an international literacy 
initiative that celebrates 
the beloved picture book. 
Come to the Fallsburg Li-
brary to celebrate by check-
ing out some of our favorite 
picture books, revisiting old 
favorites, and discovering 
new ones!

You can also celebrate 
Picture Book Month by 
bringing your little ones to 
our Pre-school Story Hour 
and “Craft Tuesday,” morn-
ings at 10 a.m. or Tuesday 
evenings at 5 p.m. Please 
note that most morning ses-
sions are also attended by a 
class from Head Start, al-
though all pre-school aged 
children are welcome. Each 
week we read a couple of 
books and then create crafts 
based on the stories. The 
crafts we do help the chil-
dren to develop fine motor 
skills.

On November 7, we’ll 
be making Cheerio Corn on 
the Cob, on November 14 
we’ll be making Paper Strip 
Turkeys, and on November 
28 we’re going to be read-
ing, and making a craft 
based on, Eric Carle’s clas-

sic picture book “The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar.”  Stop 
in on any of these Tuesdays 
with your little one and 
watch them learn and grow.

 Be sure to check out 
some of these other great 
programs going on at the 
library. On Wednesday No-
vember 8, we’ll have a talk 
for adults about ways to 
make your Thanksgiving 
healthier. On Thursday No-
vember 9, we have Medi-
care expert James Farnham 
here from 6 to 8 p.m. to 
teach you everything there 
is to know about Medicare. 
These two events are for 
adults only.  

Families are welcome 

to join us on November 15 
to make a Reese’s Turkey. 
Thursday, November 16 is 
Kids Wii Night. If you or 
your kids are interested in 
our STEAM programs, you 
can stop in on November 29 
at 7 p.m. for a Thanksgiv-
ing theme STEAM night. 
November 30 will be our 
long awaited “Mystery 
Room” which is similar to 
the recently popular escape 
rooms.  

As you can see, we have 
many great things coming 
up at the Fallsburg Library! 
Some programs have lim-
ited spots, so please call, 
email, or stop in to sign up. 
Here’s a reminder of our 

contact information, call: 
845-436-6067, email: fbr@
rcls.org, stop in: 12 Rail-
road Plaza South Fallsburg, 
NY or follow us on social 
media.

PHOTO PROVIDED
A local newspaper headline announces results from the 
1917 election.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Hurleyville Fire Department Ladies Auxiliary with their 
first place trophy (left to right) Sonya Robinson, Mari-Jane 
Conklin, MaryAnn Geary-Halchak, Pat Gibson. Missing from 
photo is Jamie Decker.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Hurleyville firefighters pose with their 2nd place trophy at 
the County Parade.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.
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Yeah, I know what you’re 
thinking! But let’s not go 
there, friends. Let’s focus on 
the pain you may be feeling 
in your BACK. And, folks, it 
may not be muscular.

Back pain and heart attack 
may be related. The most 
common cause of heart attack 
is a blood clot that lodges in 
an artery and blocks blood 
flow to the heart muscle. This 
can cause a painful pressure, 
squeezing sensation in the 
chest. However, this discom-
fort can radiate or move from 
the chest . . . into the back.

You may feel chest and 
back pain together, or an ach-
ing or discomfort anywhere 
in your upper body without 
any chest pain at all. For our 
women counterparts, upper 
body discomfort - - without 
chest pain - - may mean you 
are experiencing a heart at-
tack. Lots of us assume that 
back pain is caused by over-
doing some sort of activity, 
such as yard work, lifting or 
twisting. However, there are 
many causes of back pain. 
Fortunately, most causes are 
not as serious as a heart at-
tack.

It is difficult to tell if your 
back pain is caused by a back 

strain or something more seri-
ous - - such as a heart attack - - 
without the assistance of Para-
medics or your physician. If 
you are having ongoing mild 
to moderate back stiffness or 
back pain, DO NOT IGNORE 
YOUR SYMPTOMS!!! This 
discomfort, along with anxi-
ety, fear, shortness of breath, 
sweating, sense of doom, may 
mean something much more 
serious than a strain. As a 
Paramedic for over 25 years, 
I have seen this scenario more 
often than I can count. 

It is not uncommon to feel 
reluctant to call 911 because 
you may think your back pain 
is due to something minor. I 
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 if there is 
ANY possibility that you are 
having a heart attack. Time is 
muscle! And I am referring to 
heart muscle. Paramedics will 
treat you as if you are having 
a heart attack until all your 
tests are complete. Also, do 
not get a ride or drive yourself 
to the hospital. Your Paramed-
ic will treat you immediately 
to reduce your chances of per-
manent heart damage or death 
due to a heart attack.

Stay safe and be well, Hur-
leyville!

“IT’S A PAIN IN MY . . . !”

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
by Kathleen Sullivan

“GINNY MAXWELL”

Virginia “Ginny” Max-
well, the daughter of Ralph 
S. and Mabel H. Court 
Young, was born November 
7, 1931 in Manheim, New 
York.

A longtime resident of 
Hurleyville, Ginny and her 
husband, Edward, were the 
parents of four sons, Ed-
ward, Joseph, John and Pat-
rick and two daughters, Jan 

and Sandra.
Ginny was a co-owner 

of the Hang Out Saloon in 
Ferndale.

An active member of the 
Hurleyville United Meth-
odist Church, Ginny was 
involved in everything that 
went on at the church. She 
cooked for the church’s 
annual chicken barbeques 
and roast beef dinners-- her 
squash side dish was ev-
eryone’s favorite. Ginny 
participated in every Christ-
mas pageant at the church. 
Described as the “Church 
Lady”, she helped clean the 
church and decorate it for 
special events and holidays.  

Ginny was always ready 
to help those in need of food 
or a place to stay. A friend 
remembered meeting a fam-
ily in Hurleyville one night 
before Thanksgiving. It was 
late, and the parents had no 
food for their family. One 
phone call to Ginny and 
the family was directed to 
a church where they found 
everything they needed for 
the holiday.

A devoted mother and 
grandmother, Ginny was al-
ways fun to be with. One of 
her grandsons preferred to 

hand out candy with her on 
Halloween rather than to go 
“trick or treating” himself.

Ginny was a “no non-
sense” lady with a great 
sense of humor. She was 
always ready with a good 

joke or story.  
In the 1960’s, Ginny 

penned a letter to the Long 
Island Tribune correcting 
an article in that paper titled 
“The Hurleyville Horror” 
which described an unusual 

and unbelievable visit to 
Hurleyville by some folks 
from Queens. 

Ginny delighted in her 
walks, especially on Main 
Street with her grandsons, 
and visiting her neighbors 
and her friends.

A family member com-
mented, “The whole world 
needs to know how impor-

tant she was to everyone in 
her family.” 

Ginny passed away on 
January 13, 2006.

Ginny is one of Hur-
leyville’s many special trea-
sures.

Visit www.hurleyvilleny.
com to find more treasures 
in Hurleyville. 

SWIM
“Swim” is a new chapter 

book from 20-year-old author 
Evan Sturtecky, who lives in 
Ulster County. In the story, 
Sarah and Kate met as they 
graduated from trade school. 
Kate, a newly minted swim 
instructor, has offered to take 
Sarah on as one of her very 
first students, and Sarah is fi-
nally realizing her dream of 
learning how to swim. But 
even as her lessons and skills 
progress, Sarah’s fears start to 
grow. 

Chapter 10
When Sarah arrived at the 

pool the next day, Kate was al-
ready in the pool.

“Hi Sarah,” Kate said. “We 
need to go over all of the swim-
ming lessons we have learned 
so far. Are you up to it?”

“Before we do,” Sarah said, 
“I want to race you using what 
I learned from all of the swim-
ming lessons you taught me.”

“Bring it on!” Kate said.
They both got onto the div-

ing plates in the second and 
third rows at the deep end and 
positioned themselves.

“Ready, set, go!” Kate said.
Then, they both dived 

into the water and started to 
swim as fast as they could. 
They were even at first, and 
then Kate made the final five 
strokes and reached the other 
side of the pool first.

Sarah felt disappointed that 
she had lost and climbed out of 
the pool with Kate.

“Don’t worry, Sarah,” Kate 
said. “Just try harder next 
time. You still need to build 
up strength and endurance, but 
you’ll get it. Now, let’s review 
all that you have learned.”

“Okay,” Sarah said.
For the next hours, Kate 

and Sarah went over all the 
swimming lessons and prac-
ticed building up strength and 
endurance by doing a lot of 
swimming. When they were 
finished swimming they left 
for the day.

Chapter 11

Later that day, Sarah was sit-
ting in her room thinking about 
how she lost the swimming 
race to Kate. She couldn’t be-
lieve that Kate beat her after 
she tried so hard. She wanted 
to race Kate again and won-
dered if Kate would accept 
the challenge. Sarah heard her 
stomach grumble and went 
downstairs to make a sand-
wich. After she was finished 
eating, she went into the liv-
ing room and watched some 
television. She got bored with 
that, turned off the television, 
and went on her computer. She 
searched a website that gave 
tips about competitive swim-
ming and took some notes 
then turned off her computer. 
She decided to go to Kate’s 
house to ask her for a rematch, 
grabbed her keys, went out, 
and got in her car and drove off 
to Kate’s house.

When she arrived at Kate’s 
house, she saw that Kate was 
home. She turned off her car 
and went up to the front door. 
She hesitated a moment then 
rang the doorbell.

“Hi Sarah,” Kate said. “What 
are you doing at my house?”

“I want a rematch in the 
swimming race!” Sarah said.

“Are you serious?” Kate 
said. “It’s late, now go home 
and get some rest; we’ll have a 
rematch tomorrow!”

“I’m just anxious,” Sarah 
said.

“I know,” Kate said. “We 
can do the rematch after warm 
ups tomorrow. Now go home 
and get some sleep.”

Sarah went home and got 
ready for bed. Sometime dur-
ing the night, she had a night-
mare of drowning and because 
nobody helped her, she died. 
Sarah woke up panting. She 
quickly looked around the 
room and exhaled. She felt 
sick to her stomach and went 
into the bathroom but noth-
ing came up. She looked up at 
the clock and it was 4:00 a.m. 
She wiped her forehead with a 
cool, damp cloth and then went 

downstairs to watch some TV. 
After a while, she went on the 
internet and thought about the 
dream she had of drowning 
and wondered why she had a 
dream like that.

Chapter 12
In the morning, Sarah got 

dressed, packed her swimsuit 
and then drove to the YMCA. 
Kate was already there waiting 
for her.

“Are you ready for that re-
match?” Kate said.

“Yes, I am.” Sarah sighed. 
“Sorry about last night.”

“You’re forgiven,” Kate 
said. “I’m sorry for being 
rude.”

“You’re forgiven,” Sarah 
said.

They did several warm up 
exercises then climbed out of 
the pool. They walked over to 
the diving markers and posi-
tioned themselves for the re-
match swim. Then they both 
dived in and raced once again.

Sarah didn’t want to lose as 
she swam with all her might. 
Panting she looked over at 
Kate as they raced. Finally, 
Sarah reached the end of the 
pool and won!

“You beat me!” Kate said. 
“That was a really great job 
Sarah!”

“Thank you Kate,” Sarah 
said.

“Want to race again some-
time?” Sarah said smiling. “I 
won’t be upset next time if I 
lose.”

“I would love to race you 
again,” Kate said.

Chapter 13
When Sarah arrived home 

later that day, she thought 
about swimming with Kate. 
She realized how much she 
enjoyed swimming with Kate. 
She wanted to swim with her 
for fun but she wasn’t sure if 
Kate would mind. She didn’t 
want to race with her but just 
swim. She finally made up her 
mind and decided to call Kate.

“Hi” Kate said.
“Hey,” Sarah said. “Do you 

want to go swimming at the 
YMCA with me just for fun? 
No lessons or racing, just 
swimming for fun?” Sarah was 
hoping Kate would say yes.

“Oh I would love that!” Kate 
said.

“Can you come in at seven 
a.m. tomorrow?” Kate said. “I 

don’t have any swimming les-
sons until two p.m., so I’ll have 
time to just enjoy swimming 
for a change instead of teach-
ing lessons.”

“That sounds great Kate,” 
Sarah said. “I’ll see you tomor-
row. Bye for now.”

The next morning Kate met 
Sarah at the pool.

“You made it!” Sarah said.
“Yes,” Kate giggled. “I’m 

looking forward to some free 
time swimming.”

They both swam around 
for hours just for fun. They 
chased, raced and just swam 
calmly with each other. They 
enjoyed it so much that they 
lost track of time. Before they 
knew it, it was time for lunch.

“Wow,” Kate said, “just 
look at the time. I have to have 
lunch with my mom and then 
get ready for my student at one 
p.m.”

“Thanks for the free swim 
time,” Sarah said. “I had a 
great time.”

“You’re welcome,” Kate 
said. “I’m glad you enjoyed it. 
I loved it too.”

They hugged and then they 
both went home.

Chapter 14
That night, while Sarah slept, 

she had that drowning dream 
again. She woke up sweating 
and panting. She put her hand 
up on her forehead and wiped 
the sweat away. She looked 
around, let out a big breath, 
sat up and positioned herself 
so that she was more comfort-
able. She put her head forward 
and held her hand to her fore-
head. It was the second time 
she had that nightmare. At first, 
she thought it was just a dream 
but now she thought that it was 
a warning. She thought about 
telling Kate, but she wasn’t 
sure what Kate would say. She 
lay down again and thought 
about how her dream couldn’t 
possibly happen in real life 
because she was getting bet-
ter at swimming. She did have 
a feeling that something bad 
would happen. She could feel 
it deep inside. She didn’t know 
what she would do if she ever 
got in that situation.

“I don’t even know if Kate 
knows CPR,” Sarah said aloud. 
Sarah saw an image of herself 
drowning and someone was 
pulling her out of the water. 
She saw Kate trying to wake 
her and not knowing what 
CPR was. Sarah couldn’t sleep 
because of her dream. She got 
out of bed and got a book to 
read to take her mind off that 
horrible dream. It was weird 
that Kate never mentioned 
CPR. Maybe Kate forgot. She 
decided to ask Kate about the 
dream tomorrow hoping that 
Kate knew how to save a life.

Chapter 15
The next morning Sarah 

called Kate and told her that 
she needed to talk to her then 
drove over to Kate’s house. 
Kate had left the back door 
open for Sarah, so she knocked 
and then went inside.

“Hi Sarah,” Kate said. 
“What’s the matter, you 
sounded really nervous over 
the phone.”

“Kate, I had a bad dream.” 
Sarah said. “It was a real bad 

Kate is teaching Sarah to be a great swimmer, but something is making Sarah increasingly 
nervous about being in the water.

An Original Story by Evan Sturtecky 
Illustration by Carol Smith

PHOTO PROVIDED
A faded clipping of Ginny’s 1960s letter to the Long Island 
Tribune.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Virginia “Ginny” Maxwell, 
another Hurleyville Trea-
sure.

dream. It was the second time 
I had the same dream and it 
scared me.”

Kate stood up and hugged 
Sarah. “I’m sorry!” Kate said. 
“I hate bad dreams too. What 
was your dream about?”

Sarah went over and sat 
down on the couch and Kate 
sat beside her. “Kate,” Sar-
ah sobbed. “I... I dreamed 
that I was drowning and you 
screamed. When you pulled 
me out of the water you tried 
to get me up, but you couldn’t 
and I died in your arms.”

“It’s okay Sarah.” Kate said 
hugging Sarah. “Fear is per-
fectly normal. It’s just a bad 
dream. You don’t need to wor-
ry about drowning because 
there is always a lifeguard on 
duty.”

“What do you know?” Sarah 
screamed. Sarah pulled away 
from Kate and wiped the tears 
from her eyes. “Do you even 
know how to save a life? Of 
course you don’t! You’re not a 
lifeguard any longer! Besides, 
a lifeguard wouldn’t be able 
to save me since it would be 
too late! They would pull my 
lifeless body from the water 
because I would already be 
dead.”

“Sarah, listen to me!” Kate 
said. “In order for me to be-
come a swimming instructor, I 
had to take a lot of swimming 
lessons and a lot of first aid 

and CPR classes. If you ever 
looked like you were drown-
ing, I would save you. I do 
know how to save a drowning 
victim and perform CPR. Trust 
me Sarah; I do know what to 
do in case of an emergency.”

Sarah nodded her head. 
“Kate,” Sarah said. “It was 
such a bad dream and it 
seemed so real. I’m so glad 
that I came over to talk to you. 
I feel much better now.”

Sarah hugged Kate. “Thank 
you Kate,” Sarah said. “You’re 
a real good friend.”

“I’ll meet you at the pool 
tomorrow,” Kate said. “I want 
you to think about what I said 
and try to calm yourself down. 
Take a long walk or a good hot 
soak in the tub and just relax.”

“Ok, Kate,” Sarah said. 
“Thank you so much for calm-
ing me down. I’ll see you at the 
pool tomorrow.” Sarah waved 
goodbye and went home.

Read more of “Swim” in 
next month’s issue of the Hur-
leyville Sentinel, and find out 
what painful secret is gnaw-
ing at Sarah and flooding her 
dreams. If you are interested 
in purchasing the book and 
supporting a new author, 
contact the Hurleyville Sen-
tinel at hurleysent@hotmail.
com, and we will put you in 
contact with Evan.



by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE-- 
The perennially powerhouse 
SUNY Sullivan Generals 
men’s basketball team opens 
its 2017-2018 season with 
three home games at Paul 
Gerry Fieldhouse in Loch 
Sheldrake.

The Generals, who fin-
ished last season with a 22-7 
overall record and 17-3 slate 
in Region XV play, took on 
Hostos on Thursday after-
noon, November 2, and will 
play host to Onondaga on 
Sunday afternoon, Novem-
ber 5. Tipoff time for Sun-
day’s game is 2 p.m.

The Generals then play 
Westchester at home at 7 
p.m. on Thursday evening, 
November 9 before heading 
to Manhattan for a 2 p.m. 
clash with BMCC on Satur-
day, November 11.

Head Coach Brent Wil-
son’s current squad looks to 
uphold the long winning tra-
dition at Sullivan, which has 
won more National Junior 
College Athletic Associa-

tion championships—four, 
including back-to-back titles 
in 1995 and 1996 – than any 
other school in the country. 
The Generals have had two 
undefeated seasons in their 
history.

On the women’s side, Sul-
livan opened the new season 
on Thursday evening, No-
vember 2 with a 6 p.m. home 
contest against Hostos before 
travelling to Syracuse where 
they will take part in the On-
ondaga Classic tournament 
on Saturday and Sunday, No-
vember 4 and 5. Play begins 
both days at 12 noon.

The Lady Generals then 
return home for a 5 p.m. 
matchup with Westchester 
on Thursday, November 9.

The Sullivan women fin-
ished the 2016-2017 season 
with a 22-4 overall mark, 
including a 17-1 record in 
Region XV play. The 2017-
2018 squad will face the 
unenviable task of replacing 
leading scorer Kyla Given, a 
5’9” swing player who was 
among the most honored ath-
letes in the school’s history.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor
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NOVEMBER FLAG FINALS WILL BE A NIGHT 
OF CHAMPIONSHIP FOOTBALL

SULLIVAN MEN’S AND 
WOMEN’S CAGERS 

OPEN SEASON 

SULLIVAN GRAPPLERS HEAD
TO OCEAN STATE

Open Season With Ithaca Invitational Tournament

Fallsburg Boys’ Soccer Season Finishes Strong

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
Second year coach Anthony 
Ng will lead a contingent of 
fifteen wrestlers into action 
at the 34th Annual Ithaca 
Invitational Tournament in 
Providence, Rhode Island this 
weekend as the SUNY Sulli-
van Generals open their 2017-
2018 season.

Sullivan will be competing 
with a number of Division III 
four-year schools in the two-
day competition, including 
tournament namesake Ithaca 
College, host school John-
son & Wales, Castleton (VT) 
University, Springfield (MA) 
College, Stevens Institute of 
Technology (NJ), Otterbein 
(OH) University, Rochester 
Institute of Technology, and 
Western New England (MA) 
University. Ithaca is the de-
fending champion, having 
crowned six individual cham-
pions last year, including the 
tournament’s Outstanding 
Wrestler.

“The competition will be 
stiff, with predominantly Di-
vision III schools, so it will 
be a good gauge for how our 
wrestlers will fair against juco 
(junior college) teams,” Mr. 
Ng said. 

The Ithaca Invitational is 

typically held at Ithaca Col-
lege each year, but the Bomb-
ers had a venue conflict, so 
Johnson & Wales agreed to 
host this year’s competition 
at the PC&T Center in Provi-
dence. 

Mr. Ng is pleased that each 
of the wrestlers entered in the 
Invitational is guaranteed to 
wrestle at least two matches, 
win, lose or draw. He is look-
ing forward to seeing how his 
squad fares in competition af-
ter weeks of hard work in the 
practice room. 

The Generals will follow 
up the Rhode Island trip with 
a dual match against SUNY 
Ulster in Stone Ridge. The 
Senators are in the second 

year of a revived program and 
Mr. Ng says they have been 
very successful in recruiting 
top talent to the school. 

“We expect a tough match,” 
he says.

Sullivan opens its home 
season on November 30 with 
a dual match against Lacka-
wanna College in the Paul 
Gerry Fieldhouse.

“We are working extremely 
hard, and while success in the 
short term is important, ev-
erything we do is intended to 
establish a culture here,” Mr. 
Ng says. “It’s not just about 
this year, it’s about building a 
program that can be success-
ful year after year.”

by Julia Batista

FALLSBURG-- On Oc-
tober 16, the boy’s Comets 
soccer team celebrated a 
great season with a senior 
recognition night on their 
home field, congratulating 
seniors Kelvin Nuñez, Je-
fry Gonzalez, Justin Med-
nick, and Jorge Tejada on 
a job well done. That same 
week on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 18, they played their 
final regular season game 
against Liberty, winning 
2-0 and clinching the Sec-
tion IX Class B Division 
IV title. Hoping to con-

tinue their victory streak, 
the Comets once again 
advanced to sectionals for 
the seventh year in a row. 

In their first round of 
sectionals on October 21, 
they ironically faced Lib-
erty again, winning 4-2 on 
their home field. With one 
win under their belt, later 
that same day, the Comets 
found out that Rhinebeck 
would be their next oppo-
nent. 

“I remember first going 
against Rhinebeck my first 
year of varsity when I was 
in the eighth grade,” began 
Kelvin Nuñez, Comets 
captain. “Now that I’m a 
senior and we were going 
against them in sectionals 
again, I knew it was going 
to be a completely differ-
ent experience.” 

On Monday, October 23, 
the boys were dismissed 
from school early to make 
it to an 11 a.m. game 
scheduled an hour-and-a-
half away from home. As 
Mr. Nuñez predicted, it 
was a completely differ-
ent game indeed, and the 
boys lost 2-0. Although 
they unfortunately had to 
bring a loss back home 
that day, many of the play-
ers weren’t as discouraged 
as one might think. 

“On the day of the game 

I know that we managed 
to hold Rhinebeck off for 
a good portion of it, but 
we made two mistakes in 
which they took the ad-
vantage,” Brando Castro, 
number 21, confessed 
after the game. “As a ju-
nior, the plan for seasons 
in the future is to improve 
ourselves as soccer play-
ers as much as possible. I 
know that the seniors will 
no longer accompany us, 
and hopefully we’ll be in 
a better position to make it 
back to sectionals and per-
haps make it to the finals.” 

Ms. Lendzian, Fallsburg 
sports director, also had 
positive words about the 
season.

“I’m very happy about 

this season and how suc-
cessful it turned out to 
be. I’m also very glad 
that I had the opportunity 
to hand over the reins to 
Coach White, as well, to 
ensure the team’s success 
this year.” Ms. Lendzian 
beamed. 

Even though the school 
season has officially 
reached its end, it still isn’t 
the end of playing soccer 
for some of the players. 

“Soccer was definitely 
a positive impact on me 
because there were many 
challenges that I had to 
go against in order to be 
a good member of the 
team,” said Justin Med-
nick, number 28. “I do 
hope to pursue soccer in 

college through a club 
too.”

For Mr. Nuñez, a player 
who achieved remarkable 
accolades this season, 
hopes are high for a bright 
future in soccer.

“I definitely want to go 
to a Division 1 college for 
soccer. Just knowing that 
I’m part of a good, skilled 
team that goes up against 
decent competition makes 
me happy.” he said. 

Now that the 2017-2018 
soccer season is over and 
the Comets have once 
again made their mark in 
Fallsburg history, it’s time 
to look toward the future 
of the program.

“Although this season 
went extremely well, I 
do hope that next year all 
levels of the boys’ soccer 
program - modified, ju-
nior varsity and varsity - 
will do just as well,” said 
Ms. Lendzian. “I plan on 
trying to get all of our 
younger athletes involved 
as much as possible so 
that when pre-season ar-
rives, we have a lot more 
participants willing to 
play.” 

Congratulations to the 
Fallsburg Comets boys’ 
soccer team on their 
achievements this season.

PHOTO PROVIDED
SUNY Sullivan Head Men’s Basketball Coach Brent Wilson

PHOTO BY NICHOLAS NORMINTON 
Senior Justin Mednick (28) 
in action.

PHOTO BY NICHOLAS NORMINTON 
Senior Jefry Gonzalez (10)

PHOTO PROVIDED 
The 2017-2018 SUNY Sullivan Generals wrestling team in 
their new uniforms.

by Bridge Morris

HURLEYVILLE-- After a 
tumultuous season wrought 
with participation challenges 
and intense on-field rivalries, 
the Sullivan County Wom-
en’s Flag Football League, 
housed at Hurleyville’s 
Morningside Park football 
field, will host a one-night 
playoff series on Monday, 
November 6 to determine the 
champions of the fall 2017 
season.

 In examining the stand-
ings ahead of the final games, 
Hurleyville’s hometown 
team, the Pickled Owls, led 
the season undefeated and 
currently sit atop the board 
as first seed in the playoffs. 
Close behind them, with only 
a few losses in the regular 
season are the Brew Billion-
aires, the powerhouse team 
formerly known as “Les-
behonest.” Luzon Environ-
mental (formerly sponsored 
by Matson Bar & Grill) and 
league veterans the Black 
Widows are currently tied 
for third place and will play 
their final two regular season 
games back-to-back against 
one another before the finals 
to determine which teams 
will face one another in the 
first round of playoffs.

Although the change 
in venue to the well-kept 
grounds of Morningside Park 
fostered a level of football 
skill that far surpassed the 
gameplay of seasons prior, 
participation challenges still 
plagued the league. Mul-
tiple forfeits due to lack of 

players put a damper on the 
short ten-game season, and 
makeup games for cancel-
lations further complicated 
scheduling at times. But 
through all of the shakeups 
that occurred, the players in 
the league, many of them 
new to the game, proved that 
football ability is natural for 
many women in this county. 

Luzon Environmental, 
one of the two teams along 
with Pickled Owls that came 
about from the splitting of the 
Flag Hags in 2016, proved a 
force to be reckoned with this 
season when they beat the 
three-time defending league 
champions Brew Billion-
aires/Lesbehonest 7-0 during 
the regular season. Their new 
players have brought addi-
tional speed to their already 
strong defensive line, and 
quarterback Kiera Browne, 
who has played on different 
teams since the league’s in-
ception, has seemed to land 
a permanent home on Luzon. 
Her chemistry has been posi-
tive with Luzon’s offense, as 
they have been responsible 
for some of the more im-
pressive offensive plays this 
season, and she is currently 
ranked third in the league’s 
QB overall statistics, a note-
worthy feat for a quarterback 
supported by a line made 
up of so many new players. 
Should Luzon end up facing 
Brew or Pickled Owls in the 
first round of playoffs, they 
are the consensus wildcard 
pick for a big upset this sea-
son, and have good odds of 
advancing to the final game. 

Despite their name change 
this season, reigning cham-
pions the Brew Billionaires 
retained most of their key 
players and saw little change 
aside from the addition of 
a few new girls. However, 
longtime coach Yovanni 
Fields, the man who has 
proudly seen his squad clinch 
three consecutive champion-
ships, took on more of a sup-
porting role this season, and 
coach Billy Dunne stepped 
up to take the lead. Despite 
two losses to Luzon and the 
Pickled Owls, Brew has still 
maintained a great season, 
with players across the gamut 
sitting atop the leaderboards 
in both offensive and defen-
sive statistics. Further, Brew 
leads the league in receiving 
yards, much to the credit of 
their skilled wide receivers 
and the accuracy of quarter-
back Jamie VanderMeulen. 
Their short game has always 
been and remains unbeaten 

by any other team in the 
league, but should Luzon En-
vironmental beat out Black 
Widows for the third seed, 
Brew’s first-round playoff 
game will see them face the 
team that handed them their 
biggest upset of the season. 
Advancing to the final game 
is crucial for the Billionaires, 
as they fully intend to remain 
the only team to-date to win 
a Sullivan County Women’s 
Flag Football League cham-
pionship, new name and all.

Currently the only flag 
football team to remain un-
changed in name or spon-
sor since the league’s very 
first season, Black Widows 
remain an experienced team 
with a strong competitive 
edge. Still led by head coach 
Desmond Chislom, the team 
has challenged the calls of 
the refs and disputed plays 
on the field, an attention to 
detail that can be attributed 
to their intense passion for 

the game. With the advan-
tage of having two skilled 
quarterbacks, Taylor Welch 
and Faith Mangiamelli, the 
Widows have had been huge-
ly successful at gaining yards 
from completions, stacked 
with strong wide receivers 
that have continued to make 
impressive catches and run 
for key yardage. But for this 
veteran team to be success-
ful no matter who they face 
first, the Black Widows must 
ensure their roster is set and 
ready to go before the play-
offs, as participation contrib-
uted to a few struggles on 
the field and forfeits for the 
team this season. The Wid-
ows are the single most ex-
perienced team at competing 
in the league’s playoff series 
going into the final games, 
and if they can advance past 
the first round and find them-
selves in the championship 
game warmed up, that is 
when the Black Widows are 
at their most dangerous.  

For the Pickled Owls, their 
successful season has been to 
the credit of a well-balanced 
offense and defense, both of 
which have played critical 
roles in shutting down the 
opponents’ tough offensive 
lines and advancing the ball 
down the field to edge out the 
competition and put touch-
downs on the board. League 
rookie Katie Burns of El-
lenville, quarterback for the 
Owls who stepped up to the 
intimidating role in former 
QB Chelsea Reuss’ absence, 
has made a name for her-
self in the stats, especially 

in completions, where she 
has landed more than fifty-
percent of her throwing at-
tempts. The Owls continue 
to thrive with a strong de-
fense that exhausts the com-
petition no matter how close 
they are to the goal line, and 
an offense powered by a run-
ning game that has yet to be 
surpassed. Oddly enough, 
the biggest challenge for 
the Pickled Owls going into 
playoffs will come if they 
are to face Black Widows 
first, because even though 
the Widows have not had 
their best season to-date, the 
Owls have only played them 
once this year (their second 
game was a win by forfeit), 
and the unfamiliarity could 
prove dangerous for them. 
Should they advance to the 
final round, however, the 
Pickled Owls, playing un-
der the lights right in their 
hometown of Hurleyville, 
are more determined than 
ever to be the first team oth-
er than Lesbehonest to win 
a SCWFFL championship 
title. 

Spectators, especially 
women ages sixteen and 
older interested in learning 
more about flag football, 
are encouraged to attend the 
playoff games beginning 
at 6:00 p.m.  on November 
6 to cheer on these incred-
ible teams and watch these 
skilled football players leave 
it all one the field for the 
coveted championship. 

The Hurleyville Sentinel 
looks forward to providing 
the game results from the 
SCWFFL finals in the De-
cember edition.
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