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BASKETBALLHOPE, HELP AND HISTORY
by Amanda Loviza

WOODRIDGE – The 
Woodridge Kiwanis Club 
is bringing it back to the 
1980s with a throwback 
concert this month that 
will raise funds for new 
playground equipment in 
the Town of Fallsburg. 

The Kiwanis of Wo-
odridge Foundation will 
host “A Totally 80s Con-
cert” with singer Tiffany 
at the Mid-Hudson Civic 
Center in Poughkeepsie 
on Oct. 21. The interac-
tive concert event will 
also bring together mem-
bers of the Fallsburg 
Central School District’s 
band and chorus, and 
Hurleyville’s Main Street 
Dance Studio. Kiwanis 
club president and fund-
raising committee chair 
Sean Wall-Carty said 
what he’s really excited 
about is how many lo-
cal community members 
have joined together to 
plan, sponsor and partici-
pate in the event.

“It’s a story of Fallsburg 
coming together,” Mr. 
Wall-Carty said.

The playground equip-
ment paid for by the fund-
raiser will be all-inclusive, 
handicap-accessible, for 
all the children of Falls-
burg to enjoy. Many local 
businesses are signing up 
to sponsor the event, and 
Mr. Wall-Carty said they 
are keeping all aspects of 
the event planning as lo-
cal as possible, despite 
the need for a Poughkeep-
sie venue.

The concert will be a 
family-friendly event, 
and attendees are en-
couraged to have fun and 
dress in clothes from the 
1980s. The idea for the 
concert stemmed from 
Kiwanis member Nor-
man Prentice, who had 

a connection to Tiffany, 
Mr. Wall-Carty said. The 
fundraising committee 
jumped on the idea, and 
have pulled together an 
impressive event.

Main Street Dance will 
provide the opening en-
tertainment for the benefit 
evening, and the FCSD 
band and chorus will per-
form “We Are the World” 
with Tiffany. Tiffany is 
known for her hits in the 
late 1980s including a 
cover of “I Think We’re 
Alone Now,” and her 
singles “Could’ve Been,” 
and “I Saw Him Standing 
There,” and she continues 
to perform across the na-
tion. It will be a night to 
remember the fun of the 
80s and showcase “the 
wonderful talent of Falls-
burg,” Mr. Wall-Carty 
said.

Dr. Ivan Katz, super-
intendent of Fallsburg 
schools, said his district 
is excited to be part of the 
festivities.

“I think this Kiwanis-
sponsored benefit concert 
is a wonderful opportu-
nity for our kids to show-
case their music skills for 
a good cause,” Dr. Katz 
said in a statement. “Op-
portunities like this do 
not happen every day so 
it was important for us to 

seize this opportunity, as 
I’m sure it will be one that 
kids remember long after 
the sounds of the concert 
have faded away.”

This 80s concert with 
Tiffany has been a huge 
undertaking for the Ki-
wanis club, Mr. Wall-Car-
ty said, but it has come 
together beautifully. Ki-
wanis and the Mid-Hud-
son Civic Center would 
like to hold similar bene-
fits annually. Kiwanis is a 
great organization that is 
dedicated to helping local 
kids, Mr. Wall-Carty said, 
and it is exciting both to 
bring a fun event to the 
area and raise money for a 
project that so many local 
children will enjoy.

“When you have the 
goal, and the goal is kids, 
everything else is second-
ary,” Mr. Wall-Carty said.

The concert will be 7 
to 9:30 p.m. on Satur-
day, Oct. 21. Kiwanis is 
still accepting sponsors 
for the event, if any local 
businesses would like to 
participate. Tickets to the 
concert will range in price 
from $15 to $120. Tickets 
can be purchased on tick-
etmaster.com, and infor-
mation can be found on 
the “Totally 80’s Concert 
featuring Tiffany” Face-
book event page. 

Tiffany concert raising money
for Fallsburg playgrounds
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HURLEYVILLE – 
Smith’s Cut, the rock cut on 
the old O&W Railway right 
of way in Hurleyville, has 
been named to a list of nota-
ble historic haunts compiled 
by a local history group.

In keeping with the spirit 
of the upcoming Hallow-
een holiday, The Delaware 
Company, a non-profit or-
ganization with a mission to 
promote and support the his-
tory and historic landmarks 
of Sullivan County and the 
Upper Delaware Valley 
through education, outreach 
and fundraising, compiled 
the list.

“There are dozens of 
places in the county that 
have long been reputed to be 
haunted,” said Debra Con-
way, the Executive Director 
of The Delaware Company. 
“We thought it would be fun 
as Halloween approaches to 
publish a list of those plac-
es where actual historical 
events might support that 
reputation. We decided to re-

strict the list to public places 
to avoid problems with pri-
vate property or active busi-
nesses.”

The list includes the 
County-owned and operated 
Minisink Battleground Park 
in Minisink Ford, where 46 
colonial militia men were 
killed during a Revolution-
ary War battle on July 22, 
1779. The remains of the 
dead militia were left on the 
battleground for 43 years be-
fore an attempt was made to 
retrieve them, and the fallen 
were never afforded a proper 
burial. Many visitors to the 
Park have reported a strange 
energy there. 

The Stone Arch Bridge in 
Kenoza Lake was the scene 
of a well-known hex murder 
in January of 1892, and the 
ghost of the victim, George 
Markert has long said to ap-
pear on the bridge from time 
to time. The site has been a 
favorite with paranormal in-
vestigators in recent years, 
some of whom have claimed 

to have communicated with 
Markert’s spirit. The Stone 
Arch Bridge is also currently 
part of a park operated by 
Sullivan County.

The confluence of Ten 
Mile River and the Delaware 
was the scene of a deadly 
raid by a Lenape war party 
in October of 1763, and 22 
men, women and children 

from the Cushetunk settle-
ment there were killed. It 
too has become popular with 
paranormal investigators, 
and there are claims that at 
least one ghost has commu-
nicated with them.

Corwin Farm, a property 
owned by the National Park 
Service, was the scene of a 
1784 ambush murder of the 

Native American Canope 
by two settlers, Benjamin 
Haines and Tom Quick. 
There have been scattered 
reports of Canope’s ghost 
having been sighted there.

The Smith Cut is an im-
pressive rock cut on the 
MilkTrain Trail, a newly 
paved section of the old 
O&W Railway line just east 
of Hurleyville’s Main Street. 
In February of 1907, the 
boiler on a westbound train 
exploded just after the train 
emerged from the cut, killing 
three crew members and in-
juring numerous passengers. 
The rock cut has become a 
popular destination for ghost 
hunters.

Ms. Conway says the list is 
an acknowledgement of the 
“reports that these places are 
haunted” and of “the histori-
cal events that might support 
such a phenomenon,” and 
not an endorsement of the 
belief in ghosts or haunted 
places.

by Amanda Loviza

MONTICELLO – As U.S. 
island territories reel from the 
devastating impact of two major 
hurricanes within two weeks of 
each other, the people of Sulli-
van County are coming together 
to provide what assistance they 
can.

More than 3.5 million U.S. 
citizens are suffering in apoca-
lyptic conditions after Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands 
were ravaged by Hurricane 
Maria and Hurricane Irma, re-
spectively. The needs of these 
citizens require immediate at-
tention and unified efforts to 
donate money and deliver sup-
plies, the Sullivan County Hu-
man Rights Commission said in 
a press release. Many Sullivan 
County residents have relatives 
and friends in the affected areas.

“Let us remind Puerto Rico 
and the U.S. Virgin Islands 
that they are not alone, and of-
fer them hope and substance,” 
said Ari Mir-Pontier, executive 
director of the Sullivan County 
Human Rights Commission. 
“If you love people, then this 
is the time to share your love of 
humanity. Let this be your op-
portunity to make a tremendous 
difference in the lives of many 
fellow Americans. It is up to us 
to help those who have lost so 
much.”

Basic supplies required for 
day-to-day existence include 
bottled water, canned food, can 

openers, baby formula, baby 
bottles with nipples, diapers 
for children and adults, baby 
wipes, first aid supplies, femi-
nine hygiene products, Clorox 
wipes, soaps, toothpaste, tooth 
brushes, bug spray, and other 
non-perishables. Portable items 
such as flashlights, radios, etc., 
will require an ongoing supply 
of fresh batteries. Residents are 
encouraged to visit any town 
clerk’s office in Sullivan County 
to donate these items. UNICEF 
and the Salvation Army are just 
two organizations accepting 
monetary donations to help in 
Puerto Rico relief efforts. The 
Community Foundation of the 
Virgin Islands is providing re-
lief assistance for the islands of 
St. Croix, St. Thomas, and St. 
John.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 
launched the Empire State Re-

lief and Recovery Effort for 
Puerto Rico. The effort brings 
together a wide range of civic, 
business and industry partners 
to provide needed services, 
goods and funds to help the 
people of Puerto Rico recover 
and rebuild, and provides op-
portunities for New Yorkers to 
contribute to the relief efforts. 
Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman’s Charities Bureau 
will monitor the effort so as to 
ensure fiscal propriety. JetBlue 
has committed $1 million as an 
in-kind contribution to transport 
the customers and cargo for re-
lief efforts.

Sullivan County Legislature 
Chairman Luis Alvarez, who 
grew up in Puerto Rico and has 
family on the island, thanked all 
who are coming together to help 
those affected by the hurricanes.

“I thank Governor Cuomo, 
the Sullivan County Human 
Rights Commission, the local 
town clerks, various aid groups 
and so many individuals for 
putting out a call for help,” Mr. 
Alvarez said in a statement. 
“Just as we’ve done for Texans, 
Louisianians and Floridians im-
pacted by Hurricanes Harvey 
and Irma, we will not ignore 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands in their time of desperate 
need.”

A full list of charitable orga-
nizations for financial contri-
butions is available at ny.gov/
PuertoRico.

HOPE FARM BUILDS COMMUNITY, 
GROWS FOOD

by Amanda Loviza

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
— Hope Farm is a place 
where the dignity of work 
and love of the land come 
together to produce deli-
cious food and a passion-
ate community. SUNY 
Sullivan and New Hope 
Community are immensely 
proud of their collabora-
tion, as they demonstrated 
during a ribbon cutting 
ceremony for the farm on 
Sept. 26 that celebrated the 
farm’s first full season.

“I love Hope Farm,” 
SUNY Sullivan Interim 
Director of Sustainability 
Larry Reeger said, simply 
and emphatically as he 
spoke at the ribbon cutting.

Hope Farm connects the 
residents of New Hope to 
healthy food, and provides 
service learning projects 
for SUNY students, Mr. 
Reeger said. The more than 
200 fence posts surround-
ing the farm on SUNY 
Sullivan’s Loch Sheldrake 
campus were installed by 
faculty and students who 
care deeply about the proj-
ect. The beautiful wooden 
sign unveiled at the end of 
the ceremony was created 
at the Hurleyville Makers 

Lab.
“We’re building commu-

nity every step of the way,” 
Mr. Reeger said. “We did it 
together.”

The idea for Hope Farm 
started two and a half years 
ago, when SUNY Sullivan 
Director of Culinary and 
Pastry Arts Michael Bel 
and Kathy Scullion, who 
heads the college garden 
club, were sitting on a pic-
nic table at a farmers mar-
ket. Mr. Bel said he looked 
at Ms. Scullion and asked 
her what she thought of 
SUNY Sullivan starting a 
farm. As the idea devel-
oped through 2015, the 
college decided to partner 
with New Hope, a residen-
tial community for adults 
with intellectual and de-
velopmental disabilities. 
Residents from New Hope 
work the farm side-by-side 
with faculty and students 
of SUNY. The farm gives 
New Hope residents the 
dignity of work and learn-
ing new skills, New Hope 
Community President and 
CEO Jim Forbes said. 
Ground was broken in 
April 2016, and this year is 
the farm’s first full year of 
operation.

Jay Pusey is one of the 

yield thousands of pounds 
of produce this year, and 
as evidenced by the hors 
d’oeuvres created and 
passed around by SUNY 
Sullivan’s culinary stu-
dents, the food made from 
the farm is delicious.

Mr. Bel said he is very 
thankful that all those at 
SUNY Sullivan and New 
Hope embraced the idea 
for Hope Farm.

“This place is much more 
than a farm,” Mr. Bel said. 
“This is a special place.”

HURLEYVILLE’S SMITH’S CUT ON LIST OF HAUNTS

Residents called upon to help
Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL
The Rock Cut on the Milk Train Trail in Hurleyville has been 
named to a list of popular haunted places in Sullivan Coun-
ty.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Legislature Chairman Luis 
Alvarez, who represents Dis-
trict 6, which includes Hur-
leyville, grew up in Puerto 
Rico and still has family on 
the island.

farm’s most passionate 
workers. At Hope Farm, 
his wheelchair doesn’t 
stop him from helping har-
vest fresh, organic food, 
and learning about the 
water and sunlight plants 
need to grow. 

“We work hard,” Mr. 
Pusey said, adding that he 
hopes even more people 
join this community op-
portunity. “We would like 
more people to volunteer 
so we can make this farm 
a bigger success.”

It was clear how much 
of an impact Hope Farm 
has made on those in-
volved, from New Hope 
agricultural leader Jon 
Jon Thomas talking about 
how much being a farmer 
has changed him, to Ms. 
Scullion describing the 
farm as one of her favorite 
places on campus. SUNY 
Sullivan President Jay 
Quaintance said that as 
he looked around the cer-
emony, he saw dozens of 
people who both put their 
heart into making the farm 
a reality, and have ben-
efited immensely from the 
result.

“When we all chip in 
and work together, we all 
benefit from our activi-
ties,” Mr. Quaintance said.

Of course, the most ob-
vious benefit is the food 
that is produced from the 
land, organic and irrigated 
naturally. Hope Farm will 

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Representatives of SUNY Sullivan and New Hope Communi-
ty cut the ribbon for Hope Farm on Tuesday, Sept. 26. Hope 
Farm is a collaboration between the two agencies, in which 
New Hope residents and SUNY students grow, cook and eat 
organic food on the campus of SUNY Sullivan.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
New Hope Community agricultural leader Jon Jon Thomas, 
left, and New Hope resident and Hope Farm employee Jay 
Pusey, share remarks at the ribbon cutting ceremony for 
Hope Farm at SUNY Sullivan on Tuesday, Sept. 26

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Made at the Hurleyville Makers Lab, this sign will be affixed 
to the fence surrounding Hope Farm, an organic food col-
laboration between SUNY Sullivan and New Hope Commu-
nity.
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

Q. “What is your favorite Fall Recipe?”

Slow Cooker Apple Butter
Apple Slices
½ Cup Water 
2 to 3 Cups Sugar
½ Cup Cider Vinegar 
½ tsp. Ground Cloves
2 tsp. Cinnamon 
½ tsp All Spice

Fill 4-5 quart slow cooker with pared, cored, and sliced ap-
ples (a variety of apples is best).  Add water and cook until 
apples are tender (can cook overnight). Pour off all liquid and 
puree apples. Return to slow cooker and add sugar, vinegar, 
and spices. Cook for 3 hours on low or until you reach desired 
consistency.
Makes 2-3 pints.

Leona Miller’s Apple Cake
4 or 5 cooking apples
2 Tbs of Cinnamon 
5 Tbs of Sugar
3 Cups of Flour 
1 Cup of Vegetable Oil
2 Tsp of Vanilla 
4 Eggs
1 Tsp Salt
2 Cups of Sugar & 3 Tsp of Baking Powder 
¼ Cup of Orange Juice

Heat oven to 350 and grease and flour pan. Peel  and dice ap-
ples, sprinkle with mixture of cinnamon, and sugar. Set aside 
(the longer the apples stand the more juice and the better the 
cake).
In a large pan, mix flour, sugar, oil, eggs, OJ, vanilla, salt, and 
baking powder. Alternate apples beginning with and ending 
with batter. Reserve the juice from apples and then pour over 
top. Sprinkle top with Tbs. of OJ.
Bake for 1 hour and 10 minutes. Do NOT under bake.

 Apple Cobbler
1 cup of flour
1 cup of white sugar 
½ cup of butter
½ tsp ground cinnamon 
¼ tsp pure vanilla extract 
4-6 medium/large apples, sliced, peeled and cored.

Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees.
Grease a 9x9 baking dish.
Mix flour, sugar, butter, and cinnamon together in a bowl us-
ing a pastry blender or fork until crumbly; reserve ¾ cup flour 
mixture to use as topping.
Sprinkle a light layer of flour mix into baking dish; top with 
a layer of apples. Continue to alternate layers of flour mix-
ture with apples and ending with last layer of apples. Sprinkle 
top apple layer with the reserved ¾ cup of flour mixture. Bake 
for 30 – 35 minutes until apples are tender and top is golden 
brown.  Allow Cobbler to cool for 10 minutes before serving.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
will need your help to get gar-
dens, planters and barrels ready 
for winter.  Please call 845-436-
6887 if you have time to help.

The 21st Annual “Deck the 
Doors” Holiday Decorating 
Contest sponsored by Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First will be 
held on Thursday, December 
21.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
meets on the third Thursday 
of each month at 7 p.m. at the 
Hurleyville Firehouse. The 
meetings are open to everyone 
interested in the revitalization 
and beautification of Hur-
leyville.

Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more information 
about Hurleyville and Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First. 

The Sullivan County Mu-
seum is described as the “best 
kept secret in Sullivan County” 
by Pat Burns, a long-time vol-
unteer at the museum.

A new exhibit honoring the 
life and accomplishments of 
Label Wichinsky is one of the 
exhibits you’ll find at the mu-
seum.  Other exhibits include:

• Sullivan County Wildlife 
  Exhibit
• The General Store
• The Woodstock Festival
• A History of Sullivan
  County Farms
• The Military Room
• Early Sullivan County
• The Borscht Belt
• The Frederick A.
  Cooke Gallery
The museum also has a “gift 

shop” offering a collection of 
Sullivan County-related books, 
maps, posters, postcards and 
memorabilia. 

The Sullivan County Histori-
cal Society presented the 2017 
“History Maker” and “His-
tory Preserver” awards at the 
society’s Annual Meeting and 
Awards Dinner which was held 
at the Rockland House in Ros-
coe on Sunday, October 1, 2017.  
The “History Maker” Award 
was presented to WVOS, the 
“Voice of Sullivan County” 
for seventy years and the first 
commercial radio station in 
Sullivan County.  Susan and 
Robert Schock were presented 
with the “History Preserver” 
award for their preservation of 
a collection of documents from 
the “Republican Watchman”, 
the first newspaper published 
in Sullivan County.  Susan and 
Robert, descendants of publish-
ers of the newspaper, generous-

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

Wasn’t this a glorious Sep-
tember! I am one of those 
people that reveled in the 80 
degree days, you know, those 
days we should have seen in 
August…the joke being, next 
week it will snow. Welcome 
to the mountains!

I keep stumbling across 
these marvelous little gems 
in this county, the most re-
cent notable being the Nev-
ersink General Market. Not 
only is this “not your aver-
age convenience store”, as it 
has a four star chef oversee-
ing the daily specials but on 
Saturdays through September 
it featured a Pop Up art gal-
lery! And true to form, the 
artist showing was none other 
than Jorg Madlener. If you are 
not familiar with him, let me 
just say he has work currently 
hanging in the Guggenheim 
(yes, THAT Guggenheim). 
The Pop Up Gallery played 
host to his Kassandra se-
ries, poor tortured Kassan-
dra of mythology. His paint-
ings capture her strength, 
her madness, her soul. Who 
would think such powerful 
pieces would feel so at ease 
in this quaint little place. The 
Neversink General Market, 
4 Schumway Rd, Neversink 
(and don’t let the GPS mis-
lead you- the entrance is on 
Hwy 55).

We in Hurleyville can 
claim the Pickled Owl, which 
continues going strong de-
spite all of the construction 
and de-construction going on 
around it. The consistently 
good food, atmosphere and 
an extraordinary array of live 
music make this our own per-
sonal gem. 

And under no circumstanc-
es can we leave Cabernet 
Frank’s in Parksville off the 
‘gem’ list. Someone asked me 
recently where in Parksville 
this was. My response was 
“When your get off the Parks-
ville exit 98 on 17W, it will 
be the only place with any 
life.” That’s not exactly true, 
I’m a big fan of the Rolling 
River Café too. But one has 
to admit that coming off that 
exit after dark, the lights of 
Cabernet Frank’s is the best 
advertisement for what you’ll 
find inside…FUN. I’m very 
proud of the Sullivan County 
residents coming together to 
support this venue.

I attended the RISE ben-
efit there last month, where 

Kelly Wells

Amy Johnson

Staci Conjura (AM LaHanko Photography)

SUMMER REDO! These 
last few weeks have been 
a dream. Perfect summer 
weather as we enter autumn, 
just when we thought it was 
all over! However, the chang-
ing color in the trees reminds 
us that like it or not, frost is 
around the corner and so it’s 
time to savor these last mo-
ments of warmth and color.

As night temperatures drop 
it’s time to put our beautiful 
gardens to bed for the sea-
son, although you can still 
plant mums, pansies, orna-
mental kale and get your last 
fall greens for the winter. 
It’s also a great time to look 
online or at a local garden 
center for your fall bulb se-
lection – crocus, daffodils, 

tulips, and dozens more – to 
spruce up your spring gar-
den. Plant along with a little 
bone meal and compost. Dig 
up your tender bulbs such as 
Dahlias and Gladiolus and 
store in a cool basement for 
next spring. Clean up and 
bring in all your house plants 
before they can be damaged 
by the cold. 

After perennials are cut 
down and annuals pulled out, 
you can rearrange plants and 
top-dress with a light layer 
of compost and mulch where 
necessary. If plants have 
tripled in size, divide and 
spread them around or swap 
with friends for plants you 
don’t have. 

If summer veggies are 
spent, clean up dead stems 
and put on your compost pile. 
I like to cut stems into small-

er pieces to help them break 
down faster. If you have root 
veggies in the ground they 
can stay there until we have 
a hard freeze. Carrots, tur-
nips, beets and parsnips tol-
erate the cold weather well 
and even get sweeter from 
it. Clean up debris, remove, 
clean and store stakes and 
trellises, add a new layer of 
compost and fork in, and 
you will almost be ready for 
spring planting. 

If you have leaves to rake, 
it’s smart to mow them first 
to shred them and then put 
them on your compost pile. 
Everything is food for some-
thing in nature, so collect all 
the green you can harvest 
to make black gold for next 
year. 

Here’s to another year in 
the garden!

FROM THE FARM
by Eve Springwood Minson

ly donated the collection to the 
society where it is available to 
all researchers.

Volunteers at the museum 
have been busy since the sum-
mer cleaning up collections on 
the lower level of the building 
that were damaged by broken 
water pipes.

Anyone interested in volun-
teering to explore genealogy 
and the history of life in Sulli-
van County can call Pat Burns 
at the museum.  The museum’s 
phone number is 845-434-8044. 

The museum, located at 265 
Main Street in Hurleyville, is 
open from Tuesday to Saturday 
from 10:00am to 4:30pm.

Please visit www.scnyhisto-
ry.org for more information on 
the Sullivan County Historical 
Society and the Sullivan Coun-
ty Museum.

The congregation of the 
Hurleyville United Method-
ist Church actively serves the 
spiritual and physical needs of 
our community.

Services are held at the church 
each Sunday from 9:00am until 
10:00am.

The church holds prayer 
meetings every Monday from 
10:00am until noon.  

A Bible study group meets at 
the church every Tuesday from 
7:00pm until 8:00pm.

The church will host a Com-
munity Dinner on Thursday, 
October 5th from 4:00pm until 
6:00pm.

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church is open 
each Thursday (except the 1st 
Thursday of each month) from 
4:30pm – 6:00pm. The vol-

unteers at the food pantry also 
provide free clothing for fami-
lies in need on the last Thursday 
of each month.

Volunteers at the church 
host the Community Lunch 
Program.  Dates for the pro-
gram will be announced on the 
church’s page on Facebook.

The church hosts a Youth 
Group on Fridays from 7:00pm 
until 8:30pm.  Young people are 
invited to join in a variety of ac-
tivities including board games, 
trivia, movie nights, arts and 
crafts. The next dates are Octo-
ber 6th and October 20th. 

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more information 
or if you can help with any of 
these activities.

The members of Columbia 
Hill Neighborhood Alliance 
(CHNA) are committed to their 
mission of sustainable devel-
opment in Hurleyville and in 
the towns of Thompson and 
Fallsburg.  The group contin-
ues to evaluate issues…water 
resources, traffic intensification, 
community character alteration 
and wildlife habitat depletion…
that must be considered before 
development can be deemed 
sustainable and worthy of ap-
proval.   Sustainable commu-
nities are places where people 
want to live and work, now and 
in the future.    Hurleyville and 
the towns of Thompson and 
Fallsburg can be those places.

Visit CHNA at www.colum-
biahill.org or on Facebook for 
more information on the Co-
lumbia Hill Neighborhood Al-
liance.

they raised more money than 
expected and the following 
week, saw Sara Hulse and 
Tony Penn. It was so good 
to see Sara again. She is very 
busy performing in PA and 
the Western part of Sullivan 
County and it’s always a treat 
when I can see her locally and 
this was the first time I’ve 
seen her with Tony (why? I 
can’t tell you). Sara, with her 
vast repertoire and originals 
is one that other musicians 
agree keeps Americana music 
alive and her performances 
are never boring.

In that same vein is Debbie 
Fisher. Although her reper-
toire extends into Blues and 
Rock, she slips in the Ameri-
cana in well-crafted sets 
that educate the uneducated 
about the American roots 
music without the young 
even knowing. It’s amaz-
ing to watch. Whether with 
Joshua Tree, Debbie Fisher 
and Friends, or solo, she too 
is well worth a night out.

Rich Young is going to be 
back the latter part of Octo-
ber. This Brit from “across 
the pond” brings what can 
only be described as a strong, 
earthy presence to his solo 
performances that includes 
originals and bluesy favor-
ites. With any luck, we might 
get to hear both he and Susan 
DeVita and what (a little bird 
told me) they are working on.

And don’t forget Friday the 
13th -Hurleyville’s own rock 
out band Lion Zen (Kevin 
McDaniel, Greg Costa, Riley, 
Dorrie Costa, Chuck Dor-
man and Simon Efrein) will 
be celebrating Spooktober at 
Cabernet Frank’s.  

Every Monday
Dutch’s Open Mic: 205 

Rock Hill Dr., Rock Hill, 7 
p.m.

Tuesdays
Oct. 10 and 17: Odd Tues-

day with The Greater Sul-
livan County Search and 
Rescue Orchestra (Joanna 
Gass, Steve Schwartz, Ken-
ny Windheim, Eric Neis and 
Bobby C), Brew, 280 Rock 
Hill Dr., Rock Hill, 5:30-8:30 
p.m.

Fridays: 
Sorella: Jazz Standards 

with Defino and Ravdin, and 
great Italian food! 3562 State 
Rte 55, Kauneonga Lake, 6-9 
p.m.

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main 
St., (Exit 98 off 17W) Parks-
ville; 8 p.m.

Oct. 6: Those Guys
Oct. 13: Spooktober with 

Lion Zen (Happy Friday the 
13th!)

Oct. 20: The Barn Cats
Saturdays: 
Sorella: Jazz Standards 

with Defino and Ravdin, 
3562 State Rte 55, Kauneon-
ga Lake; 6-9 p.m.

Oct. 21: Debbie Fisher at 
the Bethel Woods Blues Fest; 
check her website for more 
information: deborahafisher.
com.

Oct. 28: Joshua Tree, Sips 
and Sounds, Clearview Vine-
yards, 85 Clearview Lane, 
Warwick; 2-5 p.m.

Pickled Owl, 218 Main St., 
Hurleyville; 6-9 p.m.

Oct. 7: Moonshine Creek 
(Bluegrass)

Oct. 14: Mark Visconti and 
Justin Sutherland (acoustic 
folk rock)

Oct. 21: Kat and Randy 
(acoustic duo)

Oct. 28: Rich Young (solo 
acoustic)

Cabernet Frank’s, 38 Main 
St. (Exit 98 off 17W), Parks-
ville; 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 7: Janturan
Oct. 14: Rich Young
Oct. 21: Jason Darling 

(7:30 p.m.); The Stilette-Hoes 
(10 p.m.)

Oct. 28: Paprika (Happy 
Halloween!)

Sunday 
Oct. 22: Joshua Tree, Helen 

Hayes Hospital, 51-55 US 
Hwy 9W, Haverstraw, 2:30-
3:30 p.m.

Every Sunday
Music Where You Least 

Expect It: 11 a.m.–1:30ish, 
DeFillipis Bakery, 506 
Broadway, Monticello

The Dancing Cat Saloon: 
#ShineOn, Jazz Brunch, 11 
a.m.  to 2 p.m., 2037 State Rte 
17B, Bethel

Happy Halloween every-
one! Don’t let the ghosts of 
Hurleyville get you!

Until next time…….
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HAUNTED TOURS
AVAILABLE AT RIVOLI

Inclusive film and dance festival 
coming to H.A.C.

TEMPLE SHOLOM ANNOUNCES 
FALL COURSES

Fallsburg CSD Seeking Volunteers
FALLSBURG – The Falls-

burg Central School District 
(FCSD) began the second 
year of the Volunteer in the 
Classroom Program (VIC) 
with a meeting of District 
administrators, returning 
volunteers and prospective 
volunteers last month at 
Fallsburg Jr/Sr High School. 
Superintendent Dr. Ivan Katz 
welcomed everyone to the 
program, developed by the 
Board of Education’s Com-
munity Relations Committee 
and championed by member 
Dr. Stephanie Phillips.  

Dr. Katz acknowledged 
the veteran volunteers and 
people interested in offer-
ing their services this year. 
Assistant Superintendent of 
Curriculum and Instruction, 
Dr. Matthew Evans, gave a 
short overview of the FCSD, 
with an emphasis on demo-
graphics, existing curriculum 
and areas of need that could 
benefit from volunteers.

Next, volunteers spoke en-
thusiastically of serving in 
the District. Volunteer Sonya 
Smith said she thought the 
kids were amazing and grate-

ful for her presence all year. 
Christina Frunzi said she en-
joyed doing basic tasks such 
as photocopying, and saw 
the immediate benefit in al-

lowing a kindergarten teach-
er to be with her students.

Prospective volunteer Jack 
Luster shared his experi-
ences in education that make 
learning fun, and his work 
with parents as an entertainer 
and magician. He has skills 
in connecting parents with 
schools and looks forward to 
being a volunteer at FCSD. 
Dr. Phillips invited everyone 
to seek out people such as 
Mr. Luster who have special 
skills and can bring new re-
sources to the District.

Dr. Katz echoed Dr. Phil-
lips in reaching out to the 
community, and he directed 
those interested in volunteer-
ing to fill out the simple ap-
plication forms and set up an 
initial interview to begin the 
process. 

For more information, 
please contact Dr. Phillips at 
(845) 436-9857 or email vol-
unteer@fallsburgcsd.net.

by Amanda Loviza

SOUTH FALLSBURG – 
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop is ready, 
and more than willing, to 
give neighbors a fright this 
Halloween season.

The workshop will make 
over the Rivoli Theatre in 
South Fallsburg again this 
year for its annual Haunted 
Theatre Tours. All three of 
the Rivoli’s floors, starting 
in its already creepy base-
ment, are transformed into 
a haunted horror visitors 
will not soon forget. Tours 
run Fridays and Saturdays, 
Oct. 13 through Oct. 28, 
from 6 to 10 p.m.

The idea for the Haunted 
Theatre Tours began a few 
years ago, workshop mem-
ber Lori Schneider said, as 
cast members had to tra-
verse the Rivoli’s basement 
for shows. Halloween-
loving workshop mem-
ber Dawn Perneszi had 
the idea to bring an extra 
level of fear to the 1920s 
building in the spirit of 
the holiday. It was a lot of 
work, especially that first 
year, Ms. Schneider said, 
to transform three floors of 
the building into a chilling 
haunt, but the crew master-
fully turn the building into 
a “very, very scary” place 
each year.

PHOTO PROVIDED
(Left to right) Fallsburg Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ivan 
Katz, Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruc-
tion Dr. Matthew Evans and Board of Education Community 
Relations Committee Member Dr. Stephanie Phillips pose 
after meeting with volunteers.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Mrs. Arnell Anthony, Mrs. Cheryl Morgan, Mrs. Theresa 
Lapolt-Haberzettl with daughter Ziva, Mr. Israel Rodriguez, 
and FCSD Family Engagement Liaison Ms. Aleta Lymon (left 
to right) at the Lake View Apartments in Loch Sheldrake on 
September 27.  

Family and Community Engagement Liaison Visits Fallsburg Centers
FALLSBURG – Aleta Ly-

mon, Family and Community 
Liaison at Fallsburg Central 
School District, began her 
first series of meetings with 
parents and families out in 
the community on Septem-
ber 26 and 27at the Eagle 
Ridge Apartments Commu-
nity Center in Woodridge 
and Lake View Apartments 
in Loch Sheldrake. Rosalind 
Natale, from the Woodridge 
Housing Authority (Eagle 
Ridge facility) and mem-
ber of Fallsburg’s Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary School 
PTA Executive Committee, 
helped organize that event.

Ms. Lymon introduced 
everyone to The Family and 
Community Engagement 
Program (FCEP), a national 
My Brother’s Keeper initia-
tive that engages families in 
student learning. The inten-
tion is to work with families, 
teachers, guidance counsel-

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Sullivan County Dramatic Workshop will host the 
Haunted Theatre Tours at the Rivoli Theatre in South Falls-
burg again this year.

far, so good. 
Each year the Haunted 

Theatre Tours get bigger, 
better and more spine-tin-
gling, and this year prom-
ises to be no different. 
Visitors love it so much 
that some will go through 
it twice in one night, Ms. 
Schneider said. It always 
changes, since actors in 
each room act out differ-
ent scenarios and engage 
with visitors in different 
ways. Small groups move 
through the building at 
their own pace. The tours 
see more people each year, 
because word of mouth has 
been so positive, Ms. Sch-
neider said.

“It’s very well done; it’s 
very elaborate,” Ms. Sch-
neider said.

The tours are put on by 
Sullivan County Dramatic 
Workshop and sponsored 
by the Sullivan County Vis-
itors Association. Tours are 
not recommended for chil-
dren under the age of 13, 
and it’s not recommended 
for people to go alone. For 
all those who want a fright, 
tickets are $10 at the door 
or online at www.scdw.net. 
For more information, call 
(845) 436-5336. The Rivoli 
Theatre is located at 5243 
Route 42 (Main Street) in 
South Fallsburg.

ors, students and commu-
nity to build relationships, 
strengthen communication, 
and to link students/families 
to available community re-
sources. She called herself an 
advocate for the families with 
the school district.  

Ms. Lymon will monitor 
the progress of the 60 stu-
dents who enroll in the Pro-
gram from pre-K through 
12th grade.  It is important 
that she, with support from 
the parents, identifies any 
challenging issues arising 
early in the school year. She 
told parents that they can 
advocate for programs or 
activities that they think will 
support their child’s devel-
opment and learning in the 
school.

Together, the FCEP and 
the parents will support 
the child’s pathway to suc-
cess.  The Program has key 
life milestones for progress 

by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE — The Hur-
leyville Arts Centre is bringing to 
town a celebration of bodies of all 
shapes, sizes and abilities the sec-
ond weekend of October. 

On Oct. 13 and 14, H.A.C. 
will host an inclusive dance and 
film event “ON DISPLAY with A 
Taste of ReelAbilities,” sponsored 
by the Human Rights Commission 
of Sullivan County. The festival 
will open Friday night, with film 
screenings and discussions at 7 
p.m. on Friday and 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday. Heidi Latsky Dance Com-
pany will present a one-woman 
fashion show Saturday at 6 p.m.

The two-day event will feature 
four films and 19 performers, who 
will bring to the stage and screen 
innovative art, miraculous trans-
formations, impossible accom-
plishments, hidden beauty, and re-
kindled loves. All film screenings 
include post-show discussions 
with festival artists.

The Hurleyville Arts Centre, 
Heidi Latsky Dance and ReelAbil-
ities share a vision to raise the 
consciousness of the community 
about people with disabilities and 
our shared humanity, as well as to 
provide outstanding films and per-
formances here in Sullivan Coun-

ty, a press release said.
ReelAbilities is the United 

States’ largest film festival dedi-
cated to showcasing films by or 
about people with disabilities. 
Heidi Latsky Dance has brought 
its commitment to redefining 
beauty and virtuosity to H.A.C. 
for many performances, including 
a well-received fashion show to 
mark the anniversary of the Dirty 
Dancing film in July. 

A festival pass is $35 for all 
events, including a Meet the Art-
ists reception Saturday from 8 to 9 
p.m. Single-day film passes can be 
purchased for $12, and admittance 
to only the Saturday Heidi Latsky 
Dance performance is $20. 

Hurleyville Arts Centre is 
wheelchair-accessible, and indi-
viduals who need any other ac-
commodations are encouraged 
to contact the Centre at least two 
weeks before the festival (845-
707-8047). The Arts Centre strives 
for inclusion of all people. ASL 
interpretation, Audio Description, 
and information in Braille are 
available upon advance request. 
All films are captioned. For the 
festival schedule and to buy tick-
ets, visit hurleyvilleartscentre.org 
or call OvationTix customer ser-
vice toll-free at 866-811-4111.

inman.
Lauren Miller will teach two 

levels of Hebrew on Thurs-
days starting October 5: begin-
ners at 12:15 p.m. and level 2 
at 1:45 p.m.

All classes are an hour and 
15 minutes long, and each 
course runs for 10 sessions

Classes are held at Temple 
Sholom, which is just off For-
estburgh Road in Monticello. 
Cost is $36 per course for 
Temple members and $54 per 
course for nonmembers. To 
avoid a registration fee, inter-
ested students should register 
by Oct 10 for Rabbi Medwin’s 
classes. 

Remote participation is 
available for Rabbi Medwin’s 
classes via Zoom on the Inter-
net. Students interested in this 
option should check off the 
box on the registration form to 
receive instructions on how to 
join the class. 

Those seeking further infor-
mation are asked to call 845-
794-8731.

MONTICELLO – The fall 
session of Sholom Jewish 
University classes at Temple 
Sholom in Monticello begins 
in October.

On Tuesdays starting Octo-
ber 17, Rabbi Michele Medwin 
will teach “Essays on Ethics” 
from noon to 1:15 p.m. Class 
discussion will be based on To-
rah portions in the book of Ex-
odus. The course will use the  
book “Essays on Ethics: 
Weekly Reading of the Jew-
ish Bible” by Rabbi Jonathan 
Sacks. 

Rabbi Medwin will also 
teach “One People Two 
Worlds.” This course will be 
held on Tuesdays from 1:30 to 
2:45 p.m. It will compare Re-
form and Orthodox Judaism 
through the eyes of two rabbis, 
Ammiel Hirsch and Yosef Re-

PHOTO PROVIDED
Students studying with Rabbi Michele Medwin, D.Min., at 
Temple Sholom. Classes are open to the community.

“It’s really amazing,” Ms. 
Schneider said. “To see the 
amount of work that goes 
into it, it’s incredible.”

But one really has to en-
joy being scared. 

The Rivoli is the perfect 
place for a haunting, con-
sidering it already has its 
own resident ghost, Ms. 

Schneider said. Archie is 
said to have been a projec-
tionist in the theater, and 
he likes to turn the lights 
on and off occasionally. 
He’s harmless, though. 
Ms. Schneider said they 
were slightly worried he 
wouldn’t approve of the 
tours the first year, but so 

throughout the program for 
each age group of children. 
Ms. Lymon is available on the 
telephone, at school meetings 
and will come out to the com-
munity as she has done for 
these two evenings to meet 

parents and students.  
Ms. Lymon was pleased 

with the turnout of families 
and looks forward to a suc-
cessful year of healthy Fam-
ily and Community Engage-
ment in Fallsburg.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking to 
recruit new members. You can 
stop in the firehouse on any 
Monday evening at 7 p.m. to 
get an application or see what 
we are all about. If you don’t 
want to fight fire we can use 
fire police or work behind the 
scenes and support the front 
line fire fighters. We do more 
than just fight fire. We even 
provide all of your gear and 
training is free.

As you are reading this 
article Fire Prevention Week 
should be in full swing. This 
year it is October 8 – 14, and 
the theme is “Every Second 
Counts: Plan 2 Ways Out.”

What does that mean?
The way you entered your 

home, a store, airplane or any 
other place may not be the 
way out in an emergency.

In your bedroom in your 
home how can you get out 
other than the way you came 
in?

It could be a window. If it 
is can you open the window? 
When was the last time it was 
opened? If you have air-con-
ditioning maybe it has been a 
while. Was your house paint-
ed and the window is painted 
shut? Are there safety locks 
that allow you to open the 
window only six six inches? 
Check to make sure every-
body in the family can open a 
bedroom window if that is a 
second way out.

The window is open, now 
what? How far of a drop is it? 
What is below the window? 
Grass and a soft landing after 
a jump of four feet, or a black-
top driveway and a jump of 
10 feet or more?

Are you on the second 
story? Do you have a chain 
escape ladder under your bed 
that you can lower out the 
window?

All of these are good ques-

tions. You need to examine 
your own home for the an-
swers.

So your smoke alarm goes 
off in your house outside your 
bedroom door and it does its 
job and wakes you up. Now 
what? You may smell smoke. 
Using the back of your hand 
feel the door for heat. If it is 
hot to the touch don’t open it. 

Call 911. 
Answer the questions from 

the dispatcher and make sure 
the dispatcher knows that you 
are on the second floor facing 
the road on the town side of 
the house and cannot get out 
the bedroom door (or what-
ever your scenario is).

You may get to your win-
dow and make your escape 
without a problem or you are 
trapped.

If possible, stuff a blanket, 
sheet or whatever you have 
to block smoke from coming 
into the room from under the 

door. Wet it first if possible.
Put a sheet, jacket, robe or 

something out the window to 
show the firemen where you 
are.

The fire department may 
put a ladder up and get you 
out. The fire department may 
put the fire out and you can 
walk out the front door.

Yes, you may have to jump 
if the smoke and heat become 
unbearable.

There are many different 
scenarios and I can’t possibly 
cover them all, but I think this 
will get you thinking. 

Once you get out of the 
house NEVER EVER GO 
BACK IN. 

On the way out, close all 
of the doors to help slow the 
spread of the fire.

When the fire department 
gets there and they know that 
somebody is still inside they 
will make an all-out effort for 

a rescue as their top priority 
and then attack the fire. If the 
Chief is told by the occupants 
that everybody is out then 
there will be an all-out attack 
on the fire.

When you are talking to 
your family about their escape 
plan have a meeting place 
so that everybody can be ac-
counted for when they get 
out. It could be by the mail-
box, the tree in front of the 
house, any safe place away 
from the house itself.

The problem that occurs 
is when everybody is outside 
and accounted for and some-
one runs back in to the house 
and nobody knows. This hap-
pens, and often tragically.

Every situation is going to 
be different. If I have gotten 
you and your family thinking 
about a second way out I have 
done my job.

Even though fire preven-
tion is highlighted for one 
week in October it should be 
on your mind all of the time. 
Sometimes you need a little 
push.

For example, it is very dry 
out right now and I am sure 
many of you are doing a little 
fall clean up and might be 
burning a brush pile. Be care-
ful!

Since my last article the 
Morningside Four Corners 
has been safe. 

On Saturday, October 7, 
the Fire Department will be 
going to Wurtsboro to march 
in the Sullivan County Vol-
unteer Firefighter’s Annual 
Parade. The parade starts at 1 
p.m.

Don’t forget about the an-
nual Halloween parade in 
town on Tuesday, October 31.

Watch the message board 
in front of the firehouse for 
times.

SEPTEMBER 17, 1932
179 Pupils Attending Local 

School
This year there are fifteen 

more pupils added to the 
school. There is a total of 179, 
forty-five being non-resident.

     There are fourteen in the 
first grade, twelve in the sec-
ond grade, twenty-five in the 
third and fourth grades, twenty 
in the fifth and sixth grades and 
twenty-two in the seventh and 
eighth grades.

     There are 86 pupils in 
High School.

     There are two new teach-
ers this year: Miss Bernice 
Bellknap, the first and second 
grade teacher and Miss Flora 
Bessee, the Commercial High 
School teacher. The remainder 
of the staff is the same as last 
year.

School Paper Officers 
Elected

The election of the staff of 
the school paper, “The Scoot-
er,” was held last week. The 
new officers are as follows:

     Marjorie Prince, Editor in 
Chief; Joe Horowitz, Assistant 
Editor; Peter Billowitz, Editor; 
Stewart Quick, Business Man-
ager; Milton Levine, Sports 
Editor. Other officers are de-
signers and reporters.

Many pupils have shown in-
terest and hope to make the pa-
per a greater success. The first 
issue will be out September 23.

Hurleyville School Notes
The first and second grade 

room has been improved with 
six small tables containing 
drawers, and chairs. A sand 
table is in the back of the room 
for the pupils to make villages 
in. There are more pupils this 
year in the first and second 
grades then there were last 
year.

     The third and fourth grade 
room has been redecorated. 
The black boards have been 
lowered and made even. The 
pupils appreciate the picture of 
Washington that is in the front 
of the room.

   The fifth and sixth grade 
room contains a new bookcase 
for library use. Mrs. La Bagh, 
the teacher of this room, is 
giving special attention to the 
penmanship work and is teach-
ing the pupils how to improve 

their writing. The seventh and 
eighth grades are smaller this 
year than last. There are elev-
en pupils in each grade. Mrs. 
Hope is having the pupils do 
project work this year. Sew-
ing will be carried on by the 
girls and carpenter work for 
the boys. Three utensils will 
be used for carpenter work, the 
jack knife, hammer and saw. A 
new work table is in the room. 
This project work will go on 
for the year and in the spring 
a special display will be shown 
of all things made.

Interclass Sports to Start 
Next Week

Mr. Stewart, the athletic 
teacher, will have interclass 
sports start next week. Ten-
nis matches, both doubles and 
singles, will be held. Who 
shall get the Interclass Cup this 
year? We shall soon find out!

SEPTEMBER 24, 1932
Hurleyville School Notes
Pupils of the Hurleyville 

High School don’t play hooky 
this year or Bert Reynolds will 
get you, even though you live 
out of town. He just purchased 
a new Ford car. Now High 
School girls, don’t play hooky 
just to get a ride in it.

     Joe Goldberg finds it 
hard to pronounce letters in 
French class. He asked Miss 
Young, the language teacher 
how to pronounce an “e” with 
a “shmitzick” over it. He really 
meant a circumflex.

     Sub-academic pupils are 
admitted into the high school 
without tuition. On September 
14, 1932 the B.O.E, of Hur-
leyville High School passed 
the following resolution: “Af-
ter September 1, non-resident 

pupils who are repeating 
eighth grade subjects and tak-
ing one or more high school 
subjects shall be admitted to 
the Hurleyville High School 
free from any tuition.”

     Norman Slippakoff thinks 
that Dotty Rubin is an infor-
mation bureau. All day long he 
keeps asking her questions. Is 
he asking things about her or 
some other girl friend?

OCTOBER 1, 1932
Hurleyville School Notes
Gussie Jacobson and Frieda 

Wichinsky must be starting a 
junk shop. Did you notice the 
boys’ rings on their fingers?

     A new form has been re-
quired on all papers in school. 
All home work has to be done 
in ink. Names may be on out-
side the paper.

     The schools star basket-
ball player is back. Charley 
Yave in person. Everyone is 
glad to see him back again, es-
pecially Gussie Jacobson.

     Library Club had its first 
meeting to elect officers. Dot 
Rubin was elected president, 
Ann Eldyshein was elected 
Vice-President and Lenora 
Orlowsky was re-elected Sec-
retary. The members of the 
club were divided up into three 
parts. Some are to do routine 
work, improve the library and 
decorate it.

     Dot Rubin has already 
had three seats this year. Is she 
trying to find a comfortable 
one? Maybe she is trying to get 
away from Slippy?

OCTOBER 8, 1932
Hurleyville School Notes
 Mr. O’Hara has made a new 

rule about conduct. If anyone 
in the school has nothing to do, 
all you have to do is speak and 
you will have a longer school 
day. The first time you speak, 
you stay after school five min-
utes, but after that it doubles.

     Ruth Hope has had red 
hairs on her dresses lately. 
Who is the boy with red hair 
that is so close to Ruth?

     Bob Kallander will make 
a good janitor. He picks up all 
the little scraps of paper Ev-
elyn Rudner tells him to.

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

by Kelly Wells and Amanda Letohic

Looking for a friendly, 
welcoming, comfortable 
environment where you can 
interact with some of your 
community members and/
or families? Why not stop 
in the Fallsburg Library and 
see what we have to offer! 

Public libraries all over 
the country have worked on 
becoming a “third place” 
and community center for 
their communities. The 
Fallsburg Library is no dif-
ferent. We have been work-
ing on rearranging our space 
to make it more welcoming 
and readily available for 
our community. Bring the 
kids and nestle up in our 
new bean bag chairs in the 
children’s room to read a 
story, or bring the really 
little ones to start working 
on their ABCs, numbers, 
shapes, and colors with our 
NEW Early Learning Cen-
ter.  

We have also been plan-
ning and creating engag-
ing, entertaining, and edu-
cational programs for all 
ages and all backgrounds. 
This month we’re very ex-
cited to announce that we 
are working with the Liter-
acy Volunteers of Sullivan 
County to offer ESL classes 
on Monday evenings from 
6-8 p.m., starting October 
16. We’ll also be welcom-
ing four Head Start classes, 
on a rotating basis, to the li-
brary on Tuesday mornings 

at 10 a.m. for a Preschool 
Story Hour and Craft, all 
preschool age children are 
welcomed as well.

Interested in participat-
ing in something great for 
the community? On Oc-
tober 11 at 7 p.m. we’ll be 
painting rocks for Sullivan 
County Rocks! Sullivan 
County Rocks was created 
to spread positivity in the 
county by simply painting 
rocks and placing them all 
over the county. Just bring 
in a rock and we’ll sup-
ply the paint for this great 
county-wide project. Be 
sure to check out some of 
these other great programs 
coming up this month…

Saturday, October 21 

we’ll be hosting our An-
nual Halloween Party at 
the Fallsburg Youth/Senior 
Center on Laurel Ave. start-
ing at 1 p.m. On Thursday 
October 12 at 6 p.m. we’ll 
have a 3D Printing program 
for adults – learn about the 
process and how to cre-
ate your own 3D design to 

print.
On Wednesday, Octo-

ber 18 at 6:30 p.m., we’ll 
be welcoming back Sulli-
van County Historian John 
Conway as he regales us 
with more ghost stories 
from Sullivan County’s his-
tory. And on Wednesday, 
October 25 at 7 p.m. the 
team from Catskill Para-
normal will be here to share 
evidence from their para-
normal experiences around 
the area as well as to ex-
plain and show how some 
of their equipment works. 
Stop in to see if we have our 
own library ghost.

As you can see, we have 
many great things coming 
up at the Fallsburg Library. 
Some programs have lim-
ited spots, so please call, 
email, or stop in to sign up. 
Here’s a reminder of our 
contact information, call: 
845-436-6067, email: fbr@
rcls.org, stop in: 12 Rail-
road Plaza South Fallsburg, 
NY or follow us on social 
media.

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Hurleyville School, built in 1912 with a major addition 
constructed in 1928.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Sullivan County Historian John Conway will present a pro-
gram entitled “Ghost Stories from Sullivan County History” 
on Wednesday, October 18.



October 2017 Hurleyville Sentinel, Hurleyville, N.Y. Page 5

Happy Jewish New Year and 
Happy Autumn, Hurleyville!

October marks Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month. As we 
all know, breast cancer is one 
of the most common cancers 
in America, with one in eight 
women diagnosed with the 
condition in their lifetime. 
However, if symptoms are 
caught early enough, treat-
ments can be very effective.

There is nothing more 
alarming than receiving news 
you have cancer. From my 
own experience of having the 
doctor tell me I have prostate 
cancer, I vividly recall the 
shock, fear, and depression 
that followed. But with educa-
tion, awareness, modern treat-
ment and family support, there 
is a good chance of a full re-
covery. I am a prime example.

Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month is about ensuring 
women know how to check 
for lumps and encouraging 
them to get suspicious bumps 
checked out. We all must get 
over the stigma of the personal 
nature of the disease and focus 
on the treatment approach.

Causes of breast cancer 
include your age, being tall, 
overweight, excessive use of 
alcohol, and family history 
of the disease. There are two 
types of breast cancer.” Non-
invasive” which is found in 
the ducts of the breast; and 
“invasive” - - which is the 
most common - -  and devel-
ops in the cells that line the 
breast ducts. When breast 
cancer spreads to other parts 
of the body, this is known as 
metastatic or secondary breast 

cancer.
Approximately 90% of 

breast lumps are non-cancer-
ous. Regardless, any lumps 
found must be checked by 
your doctor. This is a list of 
some signs and symptoms you 
need to be aware of:

1. Nipple discharge
2. Change in size or shape 

of the breast
3. A lump or swelling in the 

armpit
4. Nipple rash
5. Nipple becoming sunken 

into the breast
6. Dimples appearing on the 

skin of the breast
Diagnosing breast cancer 

involves an initial appoint-
ment with your doctor. It 
includes an examination, a 
mammogram, ultrasound, and 
if necessary, a biopsy.

Treatments for breast can-
cer include surgery, chemo-
therapy, and radiation. Some-
times, hormone or biological 
treatments are used. It still 
isn’t clear what causes breast 
cancer so it is tough to know 
whether there is anything 
that can be done to prevent it. 
However, medical profession-
als recommend maintaining a 
healthy weight, exercise, and 
watching your intake of alco-
hol. Oh yeah, the reason why 
weight is a factor is because 
the body will produce more 
estrogen.

So let us all celebrate 
“Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month 2017” with love, com-
passion, awareness, educa-
tion, and a PINK RIBBON!!!

Stay safe and be well, Hur-
leyville!

“BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 2017”

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
by Kathleen Sullivan

“THE HURLEYVILLE 
SCHOOL”

Located on part of a parcel 
of land donated by Joseph Kile 
in 1906, the Hurleyville School 
was built in 1912. 

The cost of the new school 
was $14,500.

A cornerstone was laid at the 
school during a ceremony on 
September 30, 1912. Trustee B. 
Frank Evans had a copper box 
ready for the cornerstone. The 

box held the program for the day 
and speeches delivered at the 
ceremony by Benjamin T. Law-
rence, Arthur Merritt (princi-
pal), Ellsworth Baker, Frank W. 
Laidlaw, M.D., Mrs. D. Taylor 
for Joseph Taylor and Reverend 
E.E. Hart. The contractor for the 
construction of the school was 
A.J. Fairbanks.

In 1928, voters in the Hur-
leyville Union School district 
approved a bond for a $35,000 
addition to be built on the back of 
the school. The addition includ-
ed an auditorium/gymnasium on 

the first floor, and a high school 
study hall, three classrooms and 
a laboratory on the second floor. 
The bond also extended the high 
school from a two-year school to 
a full four-year high school. 

The last class of high school 
students…there were three…
graduated in 1945. The high 
schools in Fallsburg were con-
solidated after World War II 
and the elementary school was 
incorporated into the Fallsburg 
School District.

The first Hurleyville High 
School reunion was held in 1981. 
Intended for graduates from 
1941, 1942 and 1943, the event 
drew graduates from as far back 
as 1924. There were 13 gradu-
ates in 1941, 15 in 1942 and 10 
in 1943. Congressional Medal 
of Honor recipient Francis Cur-
rey was a member of the class of 
1943. Some of the graduates at 
the reunion were Nat Wichinsky, 
Jennie Andresky LaRuffa, Larry 
Toohey, Abe Levine, Moish To-
dras, Oscar Pavloff, Louis Pavl-
off and Sybil Gans Stein. Fannie 
Wood, a teacher in Hurleyville 
for more than forty years and de-
scribed as “the teacher’s teacher” 
was also there.

In 1997, the class of 1937 
held their 60th reunion at Chris-
topher’s Restaurant in Hur-

leyville. There 
were thirteen 
students in the 
class. Gertie 
Cross, Evelyn 
Hyman, La-
bel Wichinsky, 
Ruth Gally, 
Class President 
Leo Salon and 
Alida Brinck-
erhoff were at 
the event. Four 
of their class-
mates were de-
ceased and one 
was not able 
to attend. The 
whereabouts of two other class-
mates was unknown.

When the elementary school 
was dissolved into the Falls-
burg School District in 1967, the 
property reverted to the nearest 
voting district…the Hurleyville 
Fire District. In 1971, the Hur-
leyville Fire Commissioners 
voted to turn the building over to 
Sullivan County for $1.

The building became the 
home of the Sullivan County 
Historical Society, the Sullivan 
County Museum and the Catskill 
Art Society.

On June 6, 2012, the Histori-
cal Society hosted a celebration 
and reunion to commemorate the 

100th Anniversary of the build-
ing.  Graduates of the school 
shared memories and rekindled 
old friendships. Rose Barr, a 
member of the first graduat-
ing class in 1930 who went on 
to teach at the school, wore her 
class ring on a necklace.  She 
was joined at the reunion by her 
daughter (and student), Alyce 
Barr, who attended the school 
from 1960-1963. 

Today the parcel of land do-
nated by Mr. Kile is also home to 
the Hurleyville United Method-
ist Church and St. Mary’s Com-
munity Center. 

The Hurleyville School is one 
of Hurleyville’s many special 
treasures.

 Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com 
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

HIT AND RUN PART V
The New Year’s day ice storm 

that paralyzed much of Sullivan 
County in 1932 has not stopped 
Fallsburgh Constable Bronco 
Kelly and Sullivan County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Jay Lass from 
doing a little detective work, 
and possibly solving the hit and 
run deaths of “Doc” Van Keur-
en and Michael Noeth. Here is 
the conclusion to our story…
based on actual events.

Jay Lass stood in the muted 
light of the morgue at the Mon-
ticello Hospital with a quizzical 
look on his face. I had just told 
him I might have a pretty good 
idea who had driven the car that 
had killed both Doc Van Keur-
en and Michael Noeth on New 
Year’s Eve. 

We carefully laid Doc’s body 
back down on the gurney and 
covered it up with the sheet. 
Only then did I speak.

“Do you have that sketch you 
made of the imprint on Noeth’s 
body with you right now?” I 
asked.

“Yes, right here,” Jay replied, 
taking a sheet of paper out of 
his inside chest pocket and un-
folding it.

“Hang on to it and let’s take 
another ride!” I said, turning 
and walking out of the morgue. 
“We’ve got to see a man about 
a car.”

Jay still looked perplexed 
when we settled into the car 
and I struggled to get it started, 
fiddling with the choke until it 
finally caught.

“We’ve got to get back to 
Hurleyville,” I told him. 

My mind was racing. I was 
positive I knew what that 
strange impression was on 
Doc’s body, and there was no 
doubt in my mind that it was 
the same mark as Jay Lass had 
found on Noeth’s body in Lib-
erty. And if I was right about 
that, I knew who owned the 
car that had hit and killed both 
men.

We were nearly to Hur-
leyville before Jay Lass finally 
broke the silence. 

“You have always had great 

instincts, Bronco, and I trust 
you completely, but could you 
at least tell me what you’re 
thinking?”

“If I am right, you will know 
soon enough,” I answered, 
carefully turning the car from 
the icy roadway into a long, 
winding driveway. 

I slowed down even more, 
weaving past a handful of men 
shoveling snow, chipping ice 
and spreading sand and ash 
along the private drive. We 
eventually reached a large, 
elaborate home, and parked in 
front of an expansive garage.

“Follow my lead, okay?” I 
asked Jay, realizing it was not 
really a request, but a directive.

My knock on the heavy oak 
door was answered by a dimin-
utive lady in a maid’s uniform.

“Mr. Kelly,” she said with 
a look of surprise on her face. 
“How can I help you?”

“Hello, Della. I would like to 
talk to Rodney,” I said. “Is he 
around?”

“Mr. Rodney is not at home 
right now,” Della answered, 
and before I could respond an-
other female voice interrupted.

“May I help you gentle-
men?” Lucretia Shipp asked. 
She was a tall, elegant woman, 
impeccably dressed in a tweed 
suit. “Did I hear you mention 
my son?”

I introduced Jay and myself 
to Mrs. Shipp and asked where 
we might locate her son, Rod-
ney. She seemed annoyed, and 
it showed in her voice.

“I would say it is about time 
you men responded. I can’t be-
lieve it takes so long to get any 
action from the local police, but 
I’m glad that the Sheriff’s De-
partment is involved. Ben Ge-
row is a personal friend of my 
husband and I happen to know 
he was about to get a phone call 
about the lack of action in this 
matter.”

“The matter involving your 
son?” I asked, trying not to 
show my confusion.

“Why yes, or more precisely, 
the matter involving my son’s 

car.”
“What can you tell us about 

that, ma’am?” Jay asked. 
“Probably not much more 

than you know from the report 
he filed. He was out on New 
Year’s Eve and some rowdy 
revelers damaged his car. 
That’s about all I know. Isn’t it 
in the report?”

“I’m sure it is, ma’am. But 
we do need to talk to your son. 
Do you know where he is, or 
when he might be home?” I 
asked.

“No, I’m afraid I don’t,” 
Mrs. Shipp answered acerbical-
ly. “He left with some friends 
from college. I am not sure 
when they will be back.”

“Did they take his car?” I 
asked.

“No. His car is in the garage. 
One of his friends was driving. 
I suppose you should have a 
look at the damage?”

Jay and I exchanged hope-
ful glances. Could we really be 
about to see the car that killed 
Michael Noeth and Doc Van 
Keuren? 

Mrs. Shipp called Della back 
into the room and, explaining 
to us that the cold weather and 
icy ground were not good for 
her arthritis, directed the maid 
to take us to the garage and 
show us Rodney’s car. So she 
did.

We swung the heavy garage 

doors open to reveal just one 
car; a car that would have stood 
out if there had been a dozen in 
the space.

“Wow!” I heard Jay mumble 
to himself. “I have never seen a 
car like this.” 

It was a 1931 Packard Model 
840 Deluxe Eight Sport Road-
ster.  Quite expensive, and like-
ly the only one of its kind in all 
of Sullivan County.

“I hope you brought your 
flashlight,” I said as I led Jay 
around to the front of the car, 
pulling my own light out of my 
coat pocket. Jay produced his, 
as well, and we both shined the 
beams at the front of the car.

One of the massive headlam-
ps was clearly mangled, and the 
front bumper was slightly dent-
ed. I pointed to the dented part 
of the bumper with my beam.

“Remember those two hori-
zontal indentations in the back 
of Doc’s legs?” I asked Jay. “I 
bet they will match that bumper 
exactly.” 

I shined my light higher up 
on the front end, examining 
the hood area. It was visibly 
dented, but the elaborate hood 
ornament I clearly remembered 
from the day Rodney Shipp had 
arrived in Hurleyville with this 
new car was missing.

“Damn!” I said. “I’m sure 
we’re on the right track, but 
without that hood ornament, 

we probably can’t prove it.”
Jay had moved back along 

the side of the car, shining his 
light along the running boards, 
which were clearly damaged, 
as if the car had driven off the 
road and bottomed out. He 
opened the passenger side door 
and began rummaging inside.

“This what you’re looking 
for?” he asked after a few sec-
onds, holding a small object 
aloft. It was the hood ornament, 
broken off at the base.

“That’s it!” I found myself 
exclaiming. “Does that remind 
you of anything?”

“I can’t be certain, of course, 
but it sure looks a lot like some-
thing that would make those 
imprints we found on the bod-
ies,” Jay said.

Just then a car pulled up in 
the driveway, one of its doors 
swung open, and a cacophony 
of sound emanated from inside. 
Within a few seconds, a single 
high-pitched voice could be 
heard above the din. I recog-
nized it immediately as that of 
Rodney Shipp, sounding more 
than just a bit inebriated.

“Who the blazes is in my ga-
rage? Get out of there right now 
before I call the cops!”

 Jay Lass was the first one 
out. He switched off his flash-
light and walked slowly up to 
Rodney.

“We are the cops, Mr. Shipp,” 

he said in an official tone I had 
only heard from him a few 
times over the years. “We are 
trying to determine who owns 
this automobile.”

“I own that automobile, 
why?” Rodney answered de-
fensively just as I emerged 
from the darkness of the ga-
rage. He did a double-take, 
clearly startled by my presence.

“Bronco, hey buddy. What 
are you doing here?”

I didn’t answer. 
Jay Lass was more master-

ful than I had ever seen him. 
He said something to Rodney 
I couldn’t hear, and Rodney 
turned toward the back door 
of the house and began to walk 
that way, a bit unsteadily. Jay 
motioned to me to follow. As 
soon as I made my way past 
the car from which Rodney 
had emerged, it spun around 
and took off. We entered the 
Shipps’ kitchen and sat down at 
a small table.

Rodney began by repeating 
the story that his mother had 
told us: that he had been out 
partying on New Year’s Eve 
and at one of his stops someone 
had vandalized his car while it 
was parked outside. Jay wasn’t 
buying that, and pressed him 
relentlessly, but was so subtle 
and understated about it that 
Rodney barely noticed, and 
tripped up over and over again, 
changing details and revising 
his story.

Finally, even he had to real-
ize that the events he was try-
ing to portray were not even 
remotely feasible.

“Enough is enough, Rod-
ney,” I said. “Listen to me. You 
are never going to be talking 
to people who know you as 
well or are as kindly disposed 
toward you as right now. You 
need to come clean about what 
happened and hope that maybe 
we can help you escape the 
electric chair.”

He turned ashen and tears 
welled in his eyes. The tough 
guy image he had always tried 
to convey faded completely. 

Bronco and Jay saw the very rare Packard in the Shipps’ garage.

An Original Short Story Written by Jack Robbin 
Illustration by Carol Smith 

Based on Actual Events

Fannie Wood taught in Hur-
leyville for more than 40 
years.

The Hurleyville School under construction in 1912.

PHOTO PROVIDED
At the 2012 Centennial Celebration…Charlie Cohen and Ed 
Orlowsky played basketball for Hurleyville from 1940-1944.  
They were two of ten graduates in 1944.  Ed’s wife, Elinor 
Quick Orlowsky, graduated with two other students in 1945, 
last graduating class.

What remained was a scared, 
spoiled rich kid who had been 
caught.

Rodney began talking so fast 
we had all we could do to fol-
low. The emotions flowed out 
of him uncontrollably, as if he 
had just uncorked years and 
years of pretend.

He had been trying to join 
the local chapter of the Ku 
Klux Klan, he said, and had 
been rebuffed time and time 
again. With each rejection, he 
had made more and more out-
rageous promises about what 
he would do to gain admission. 
Driving in Liberty on Friday 
night, New Year’s Eve, he had 
seen a well-dressed man walk-
ing along the road and assumed 
he was heading to the shul a 
few hundred yards away. Be-
fore he was even aware of what 
had happened, he had plowed 
into the man from behind, hit-
ting him solidly with the heavy 
automobile.

Never stopping, he drove to-
ward home, and upon entering 
Hurleyville, in the vicinity of 
Joe Kile’s home, he saw Doc 
coming out of the driveway and 
turning away from him, well 
off the road. Emboldened by 
his prior act, Rodney gunned 
the powerful engine, ran over 
the ditch, catching Doc just as 
he turned toward him, send-
ing him flying, then fishtail-
ing out of the ditch and back 
onto the roadway, and  speed-
ing on home. The last thing he 
remembered, he said, was the 
look of surprise on Doc’s face 
as the car ran him down.

“That’s it,” he concluded. “I 
just wanted to show them I had 
it in me to be in the Klan. Kill-
ing those two should have done 
it for me, but no. They said they 
were disgusted by me. Called 
me names, said I was crazy.”

Jay and I looked at each 
other in silence. Rodney kept 
on, his uncontrollable sobbing 
interrupted by periodic bursts 
of anger.

“I’m going to turn them all 
in,” he finally said. “Call me 
crazy?  I’ll show them. I’ll turn 
them all in!”

That concludes our story, Hit 
and Run, which was based on 
actual events in and around 
Hurleyville on the days im-
mediately prior to and imme-
diately after New Year’s Day, 
1932. The two hit and run vic-
tims were real, though it has 
never been discovered who 
killed them. The ice storm that 
paralyzed Sullivan County for 
a few days beginning on Janu-
ary 1, 1932 was real. The Ku 
Klux Klan was active for a 
time in Sullivan County, in-
cluding in Hurleyville. Some 
of our characters, including 
Jay Lass, Ben Gerow, Joe Kile, 
Drs. Kornblum, Breakey and 
Gain, Doc Van Keuren and Mi-
chael Noeth, were real people, 
although the author makes no 
representation that their ac-
tions in the story are realistic 
or true to character. Bronco 
Kelly and Rodney Shipp are 
fictional characters created by 
the author.



TAMPA, FL – The 
Plattsburgh (NY) Red-
Birds raced out to an early 
lead and held on to outlast 
the Old Orchard Beach 
(ME) Surge 7-4 to capture 
the 2017 Empire Profes-
sional Baseball League 
Championship. 

The game was played at 
Old Orchard Beach.

Meanwhile, the Empire 
League ownership group 
has confirmed plans to ex-
pand the circuit from four 
to six teams in 2018. 

Currently, the Sullivan 
Explorers, who play their 
home games at Generals 

Park in Loch Sheldrake, 
and the Puerto Rico Is-
landers compete in the 
Empire League along with 
Plattsburgh and Old Or-
chard Beach.

League president Ed-
die Gonzalez spent the 
last part of the 2017 sea-
son visiting with potential 
franchisees in Quebec, 
Canada, New York, Geor-
gia, and New Jersey and 
says there are four legiti-
mate competitors for the 
two new potential fran-
chises.

The two new teams will 
allow for more players to 

get a shot at pro baseball, 
and shortly league offi-
cials will announce three 
national tryout camps for 
the 2018 season, includ-
ing one in the winter, and 
two in the spring. 

“Providing opportuni-
ties for players is what we 
are all about,” said Jerry 
Gonzalez, the league’s 
Vice President of Base-
ball. “Now we want to 
help more players by ex-
panding and opening up 
more roster spots, as well 
as providing fun-filled en-
tertainment to the cities 
we become a part of.”
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor
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WOMEN’S FLAG FOOTBALL NOW 
CALLS HURLEYVILLE HOME

PLATTSBURGH CAPTURES
EMPIRE LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP 

League Announces Plans to Expand

CURRENT SCANDAL RECALLS PRESCIENT 
WORDS OF FAMOUS COACH

Kelvin Nuñez Valle Makes Fallsburg History 
Scoring 100 Goals

by John Conway

The recently revealed 
scandal involving the busi-
ness of college basketball 
and its coaches has brought 
to mind some insights ex-
pressed years ago by one of 
the sport’s most prominent 
coaches, a man with undeni-
able local ties.

Clair Bee, once the re-
nowned coach of the Long 
Island University Black-
birds, ran a basketball camp 
in Rock Hill for several 
years, co-founded the Kut-
sher’s Sports Academy in 
Monticello, and spent the 
final years of his life living 
in Roscoe. He was a prolific 
author as well as an innova-
tive coach, and was front 
and center in the first great 
college basketball scandal 
in 1951, a point-shaving 
conspiracy that eventu-
ally implicated 32 players 
from seven colleges fixing 
86 games in 23 cities in 17 
states, and which when it 
was over no one was quite 
sure that all the guilty par-
ties had been caught.

The convicted players 
paid a steep price for their 
role in the scandals, and the 
college basketball landscape 
was drastically altered for 
many years thereafter. The 
vaunted Sullivan County 
resort industry was also ir-

revocably impacted.
There was a time when 

college basketball and the 
Sullivan County hotels 
were inseparable, and for 
years the best college play-
ers could be found spending 
their summers playing ball 
in an informal hotel circuit 
here. Fallsburg resorts like 
the Flagler, the Brickman, 
the Ambassador and the 
Morningside always fielded 
top teams. When the point 
shaving scandal broke, the 
county’s hotels bore the 
brunt of the blame.

One of the sport’s most 
successful coaches, Nat 
Holman of City College, 
called the Sullivan County 
resorts “schools of crime” 
and forbade his players 
to ever again play in the 
Catskills. Other coaches 
pointed fingers this way, as 
well.

So just a few short years 
after it had reached its zenith, 
the Borscht basketball cir-
cuit was discontinued. One 
Catskill veteran said in an 
interview years later that af-
ter the scandals, “the gyms 
were quiet. The big sport 
was Simon Says. For en-
tertainment we went back 
to singers and dancers and 
stand-up comics.”  

Saul S. Streit, the General 
Sessions Judge who presided 
over the 1951 point shaving 

case, blamed 
the college 
c o a c h e s , 
who he said 
“‘’openly ex-
ploited play-
ers through 
athletic schol-
arships, ille-
gal subsidies, 
s t r e t c h i n g 
entrance re-
q u i r e m e n t s 
for athletes 
and tampering 
with grades.”

A l t h o u g h 
he maintained 
he never did anything ille-
gal, Clair Bee resigned from 
L.I.U. in the wake of the 
1951 scandal, one of the few 
coaches who actually ac-
cepted any responsibility for 
what happened. Arguably, 
his career as a premier col-
lege basketball coach ended 
right then and there, but that 
didn’t prevent him from 
sharing his insights into the 
business of college sports.

“Abuses continue to ex-
ist,” an 85-year-old and 
nearly blind Bee told the 
New York Times in a 1981 
interview. “You hear about 
them all the time. Ten years 
after the 1951 scandals, 
there was another major 
point shaving scandal. Now 
there are recruiting exposes 
[sic] at U.S.C., New Mexico 

- the alleged point-shaving 
problems at Boston College. 
It troubles me a great deal. 
I fear for the future of bas-
ketball.”

Now, with the latest rev-
elations—already resulting 
in the indictment of four 
assistant coaches, and the 
implication of dozens of 
others, including agents, 
shoe salesmen, and financial 
advisers on charges ranging 
from money laundering and 
bribery to wire fraud—it ap-
pears that coach Clair Bee 
could see pretty well after 
all. He died just two years 
after that Times interview, 
but his words continue to 
resound.

“Abuses continue to ex-
ist.”

by Julia Batista

A Fallsburg athlete 
achieved an incredible feat 
in Comets’ history during a 
soccer game on September 
22nd, when Kelvin Nuñez 
Valle, number seven on 
the field, scored the one-
hundredth goal of his soc-
cer career during a home 
game against the O’Neil 
Indians. The Comets team 
also brought home a win 
that day by a score of 4-1, 
with Nunez scoring half of 
those goals.

Mr. Nuñez was first in-
troduced to soccer at the 
young age of six, when he 
started playing for a local 
league called East Hudson. 
Ever since then, soccer 
has been a constant build-
ing block in the develop-
ment of his life, and he has 
played or practiced just 
about every day. 

Mr. Nuñez has been part 
of the Fallsburg varsity 
boys’ soccer program ever 
since the eighth grade, 
when he first started bank-
ing an impressive amount 
of goals as the striker. On 
that fateful fall day against 
O’Neil, Mr. Nuñez finally 
worked up to one of his 
most impressive accom-
plishments yet, scoring the 
100th and 101st goals of 
his soccer career. 

“It feels good and I’m 
glad that I finally made 
it past the one-hundred 
mark,” Mr. Nuñez said af-
ter the game. “Scoring one 
hundred goals is something 
that I’ve wanted to do ever 
since the eighth grade, and 
I’m really happy that I 
achieved that goal.” 

In addition to leading 

the Fallsburg Comets, Mr. 
Nuñez currently plays for 
an adult league outside of 
school for which he trav-
els to Goshen in Orange 
County. 

“When the school soccer 
season is over, 
I still contin-
ue to play all 
throughout the 
year, practic-
ing in Goshen 
on Mondays, 
Fridays, and 
Sundays,” Mr. 
Nuñez said 
about his dedi-
cation to the 
game.  “I know that I play 
for that league as of right 
now, but my main focus 
is really my high school 
team. It’s my senior year 
and I just want to continue 
playing, contributing to 
my team, and to keep win-
ning games.” 

Although former boys 

soccer coach Michael 
Geller took leave near 
the beginning of this sea-
son, the new coach, Lio-
nel White, is extremely 
proud of his player’s ac-
complishment, stating, “It 

feels amazing 
to know that 
Kelvin finally 
reached such 
an amazing 
number of 
goals, know-
ing that he’s 
been playing 
soccer for so 
long.”

“As a team 
we’re all very proud of 
him, and I’m very honored 
to be the coach for them,” 
Mr. White said. “I know 
that when they work to-
gether and play as a team, 
some amazing things can 
happen on that field, and I 
just hope that as the season 
continues, we can grow as 

a team and help each other 
out so that we could fulfill 
the Fallsburg tradition that 
they’ve created by going 
to sectionals every year.”

Whether or not Mr. Nu-
ñez will get a banner for 
his outstanding number of 
goals is still to be decided, 
but the Comets commu-
nity is confident that he’ll 
score a lot more by the end 
of this season. 

In looking ahead, Mr. 
Nuñez and Mr. White will 
work to encourage the 
team to do better than they 
already have, giving them 
the extra push they need to 
qualify for sectionals and 
battle for the title in their 
division. 

The Hurleyville Sentinel 
extends congratulations to 
Mr. Kelvin Nuñez on his 
tremendous record and 
wishes luck to the Falls-
burg Comets in reaching 
Sectionals!

PHOTO PROVIDED

PHOTO PROVIDED
Coach Clair Bee

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fallsburg soccer standout Kelvin Nuñez Valle(left) poses with his coach, Lionel White.

by Angelee Santillo

The Sullivan County 
Women’s Flag Foot-
ball League, powered by 
Greco Sports, has landed 
a new home for the Fall 
2017 season after strug-
gling to secure a solid 
field in seasons past. The 
Morningside Park foot-
ball field has become the 
new home of the women’s 
league thanks to a vote by 
the Fallsburg Town Board 
approving its use, and 
it is a much-welcomed 
change. The league, 
which began in the fall of 
2015, used to play at the 
MAFCO field at Town of 
Thompson Park, but due 
to scheduling issues relo-
cated to Collins Park in 
Mongaup Valley in 2016. 
Although the league was 
well-received at Collins, 
playing football within 
the confines of a softball 
outfield was not ideal for 
the athletes used to play-
ing on full 100-yard fields 
and they sought a better-
suited home for the league 
in 2017. 

The change in venue 
also comes with a change 
in structure this year, as 
the league has implement-
ed a Board of Directors 
to make league decisions 
and disseminate infor-
mation. A representative 
from each active team sits 
on the Board, and it is the 
implementation of this 

kind of leadership that al-
lowed contact to be made 
with Fallsburg town offi-
cials Arnold Seletsky and 
Steve Vegliante, who were 
both instrumental in get-
ting the field usage on the 
town agenda. 

Many players agree that 
Morningside Park is the 
nicest venue the women’s 

league has used to-date, 
with immaculate field 
conditions, well-main-
tained yard lines, new 
goal posts and bleachers, 
and lights that illuminate 
the entirety of the grounds 
evenly. 

“It’s a huge improve-
ment from Town of 
Thompson Park,” said 
Bari Allor, defensive 
safety for the Pickled 
Owls. “Morningside is 
the nicest public facility 
I’ve seen in the county, 
and we’re so grateful to 
call it our home field.” 

Returning teams this 
year include Pickled 
Owls, the hometown 
team, Black Widows, 
sponsored by P&M Ac-
counting in Monticello, 
Luzon Environmental 
of Woodridge (formerly 
sponsored by Matson Bar 
& Grill), and Brew Bil-
lionaires, the three-time 
defending league cham-
pions formerly called 
Lesbehonest. New to the 
league is The Center for 
Discovery, bringing the 
total to five teams and 

adding much-needed va-
riety to the competition.  

The Sullivan County 
Women’s Flag Football 
League plays every Mon-
day night at Morningside 
Park through the month 
of October, culminating 
with a one-night playoff 
series the first Monday in 
November. Check out the 
schedule below and sup-
port this grassroots wom-
en’s league right here in 
Hurleyville!

OCTOBER 9
6 p.m. – Luzon @ Black 

Widows 
7 p.m. – The Center @ 

Pickled Owls
8 p.m. – Pickled Owls 

@ Brew
OCTOBER 16
6 p.m. – Brew @ Luzon 
7 p.m. – Luzon @ Pick-

led Owls
8 p.m. – Black Widows 

@ The Center
OCTOBER 23
6 p.m. – Brew @ The 

Center 
7 p.m. – The Center @ 

Luzon
8 p.m. – Black Widows 

@ Pickled Owls
OCTOBER 9
6 p.m. – Black Widows 

@ Luzon 
7 p.m. – Brew @ Pick-

led Owls
8 p.m. – Pickled Owls 

@ The Center
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