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BASKETBALLFRESH AND NEW
by Amanda Loviza

TOWN OF FALLS-
BURG — It’s that time 
of year—backpacks are 
loaded, empty hallways 
start buzzing, and teach-
ers bid farewell to their 
quiet time. Time to go 
back to school, and local 
teachers and administra-
tors are feeling the excite-
ment. 

Dr. Keith Pomakoy, 
newly appointed Vice 
President for Academic 
and Student Affairs at 
SUNY Sullivan, had only 
been on campus a few 
days when classes began 
Aug. 28. He rushed to 
start his new post just so 
he could be there when 
the semester started.

“I really love seeing the 
students come on cam-
pus,” Dr. Pomakoy said. 

Faculty and staff put in 
long hours to prepare the 
buildings and grounds, or-
ganize curriculum and get 
technology up and run-
ning before a new school 
year, Dr. Pomakoy said, 
but they always consider 
it well worth it. SUNY 
Sullivan kicked off its 
new year with orientation 
and a barbecue welcome 
event at Morningside 
Park, and the semester got 
off to a smooth, excited 
start.

“It seems that the mood 
is contagious and the 
mood is very positive,” 
Dr. Pomakoy said. “It 
says a lot about the fac-
ulty.”

In the Fallsburg Central 
School District, Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary School 
is kicking off a special 
year, celebrating its 50th 
anniversary. To mark the 
occasion, teachers and 
students in the Positive 
Behavior Intervention 
Services Program (PBIS) 
and the Nature Trail Club 
organized a school-wide 
effort to paint rocks for an 
anniversary display. The 
school will also collect 
memorabilia from alumni 
to continue creative cel-
ebrations of the anniver-
sary throughout this year.

At The Center for Dis-
covery’s four school cam-
puses, each school year 
involves new logistical 
and organizational chal-

lenges keeping up with 
New York State Education 
Department requirements 
and coordinating with the 
many school districts that 
send students to TCFD. 
The pace at The Center 
“tends to be fast and furi-
ous,” said Kerri Muzuruk, 
head of TCFD’s Sports 
and Social Academy, so 
she loves to see the staff 
come back from their 
two-week summer break 
full of new energy.

“It is always so ener-
gizing to see the new and 
fresh ideas each teacher 
and their staff bring with 
them when they return,” 
Ms. Muzuruk said, add-
ing that many teachers 
stopped to see her and talk 
about their latest plans in 
the days before school 
started. “It’s really great 
to see the expertise and 
creativity come to life.”

Across the four TCFD 
schools, which have 
students aged 5 to 21, 
new projects range from 
adopting classrooms in 
Texas to send needed sup-
plies to enriched science 
curriculum to employ-
ment training in the com-
munity. Tom Mead, head 
of the Thanksgiving Farm 
and Community School, 
is excited to see his first 
student start employment 
training. Harvest time on 
the farm is also exciting 
for everyone. Students 
collect and sort apples 
and eggs, weed the crops 
and package farm prod-
ucts that The Center sells.

“It’s always exciting to 
see how excited the stu-
dents are to get back,” Mr. 
Mead said.

As Dr. Pomakoy gets 
used to walking the 
grounds of SUNY Sul-
livan, he said he can feel 
that Sullivan County is 
heading places, and it’s 
exciting to be a part of it. 
Community colleges are 
a place where he often 
sees young parents guid-
ing their small children 
around campus with them, 
and he loves knowing that 
the school and parents are 
inspiring children to pur-
sue their own education.

“We have the ability to 
transform people’s lives,” 
Dr. Pomakoy said.

NEW YEAR BRINGS NEW
EXCITEMENT

PHOTO PROVIDED
Rocks painted by students make a “50” to mark Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary School’s 50th anniversary. The Fallsburg 
Central School District will be celebrating BCES’s 50 years 
throughout the school year in creative ways involving 
students, staff and Fallsburg community.  Alumni, family, 
friends and community members are invited to participate 
by sharing memorabilia from 1967-2017.  Please contact 
Principal Mary Kate Stinehour at 434-4110, ext. 3206 about 
the project and visit the Facebook page “BCES Celebrating 
50 Years of Memories.”

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Patrick Dollard, President and CEO of The Center for Dis-
covery, addresses TCFD teachers and staff at an educational 
conference day at the Michael Ritchie Big Barn in Hurleyville 
on Tuesday, Sept. 5, in preparation for the first day of school 
on Sept. 6.

	 VOLUME 2.	 HURLEYVILLE, SULLIVAN COUNTY, N.Y. | SEPTEMBER 2017	 NUMBER 9.

by Kathleen Sullivan, CHNA 
member

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance (CHNA) 
hosted the third annual 
“What the Hill?” friend rais-
er festival at the Hurleyville 
Fire House on Sunday, Au-
gust 27. The atmosphere was 
festive as hundreds of com-
munity residents and visitors 
enjoyed the perfect weather.

Exhibitors provided im-
portant information on en-
vironmental issues that will 
arise from irresponsible de-
velopment in our commu-
nity, especially on Columbia 
Hill. These issues include 

possible harm to local wells 
and municipal water sup-
plies, storm water runoff, 
discharge of treated water 
into the Hurleyville marsh 
wetland and an unsafe in-
crease in the amount of local 
traffic. 

Festival-goers enjoyed 
live entertainment and there 
were fun activities for kids 
of all ages. Local artisans 
and vendors were on hand to 
share their creations.

CHNA extends its thanks 
to everyone who helped 
make the festival a great 
success, including the Hur-
leyville Fire Department, 
Perry Gips of PartyMaster, 
Michael Schapiro of Snow 

H Productions, The Center 
for Discovery and the many 
volunteers who contributed 

their time and their exper-
tise.

CHNA volunteers are 
dedicated to the preservation 
of natural resources and the 
rural character of Columbia 
Hill and the neighboring 
communities in the Towns 
of Thompson and Fallsburg. 
These goals can only be 
achieved when steps are tak-
en to ensure our community 
infrastructure is balanced 
and sustainable.

Visit CHNA at www.co-
lumbiahill.org or on Face-
book for more information 
on the Columbia Hill Neigh-
borhood Alliance.

OUT OF CHAOS COMES NEW SIDEWALKS
by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE – 
Months of organized chaos 
have given way to smooth 
concrete and calm streets 
as the sidewalk construc-
tion and renovation proj-
ect on Main Street in Hur-
leyville wraps up.

The new sidewalks line 
the east side of Main Street 
from Thompson Street to 
the municipal parking lots 
in the center of the hamlet, 
as well as filling in gaps be-
tween old sidewalks down 
to the Hurleyville Mak-
ers Lab. The project was 
funded largely through a 
$100,000 grant awarded 
by Senator John Bonacic’s 
office, and it began in the 
spring. Town Supervisor 
Steve Vegliante said the 
sidewalks look great, and 
they provide a great ser-
vice to the community.

“Overall, it’s one more 
improvement to a hamlet 
that’s getting better every 
day,” Mr. Vegliante said. 
“Anything we can do to 
increase access for people 

and the Pickled Owl. Of 
course residents get frus-
trated with construction 
projects, particularly dur-
ing summer, Mr. Vegliante 
said, but it is something 
that must be done in a re-
gion where construction 
can only take place dur-
ing the busy season. There 
were no incidents during 
construction that the su-
pervisor knew of. The only 
incomplete section now is 
by the parking lot, which is 
not quite finished. A traffic 
light is also scheduled to 
be installed. 

Evan Allees, chef and 
owner of the Pickled Owl, 
admitted that it was a bit of 
a burden to have sidewalk 
construction clogging the 
entrance to his restaurant, 
so he is glad it’s over. It 
probably kept a few people 
from coming in during that 
timeframe, Mr. Allees said, 
but he says having the new 

sidewalk is “absolutely” 
better for the future.

“It was well worth it,” 
Mr. Allees said.

Next year will come the 
other side of the street—
Mr. Fanslau said The Cen-
ter has engaged engineer-
ing design services for the 
west side of Main Street, 
from the Hurleyville Arts 
Centre to Kile Farm Road. 
A county TAP grant has 
been awarded to fund the 
construction of those side-
walks, which will probably 
begin next summer. 

But long before that hap-
pens, Mr. Vegliante said he 
hopes the contractors on 
the east side of Main Street 
have fully wrapped up and 
left town by mid-October, 
so the residents can en-
joy walking the streets of 
their hamlet, patronizing 
businesses and visiting the 
newly paved rail trail.

“WHAT THE HILL” WENT ON IN HURLEYVILLE?

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Eric B. Gordon was one of the musical acts at the What the 
Hill Friend Raiser.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
One group of vendors at the What the Hill Friend Raiser on Sunday, August 27.

who aren’t able-bodied, 
that’s good.”

From people with dis-
abilities to mothers with 
baby carriages to elderly 
residents, the new side-
walks make it far easier to 
traverse the length of Main 
Street. The Center for Dis-
covery lent its expertise to 
the project by commission-
ing the sidewalk design 
and donating the engineer-
ing plans to the town. The 
width, grades and slopes of 
the new sidewalks are all 
compliant with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, 
said TCFD Vice President 
for Operations and Admin-
istration David Fanslau, 
who has experience with 
municipal projects from 
his seven years as a Sulli-
van County manager. 

Previously, steps from 
the municipal parking lot 
toward the Pickled Owl 
prevented anyone with 
mobility challenges from 
being able to use the side-
walk to get to businesses 
on that part of Main Street, 
Mr. Fanslau said. The 
foundation of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act 
is to remove physical bar-
riers to participation, Mr. 
Fanslau said, such as in 
recreation and civic ac-
tivities like visiting the 
Milk Train Trail, town 
basketball courts or the 
Hurleyville Arts Centre. 
Sidewalk renovations are a 
step toward the hamlet of 
Hurleyville realizing the 
public policy goals of the 
ADA, Mr. Fanslau said, 
and that’s a good thing.

Construction of the side-
walks caused weeks of 
lane closures along Main 
Street and some creative 
access to businesses like 
the Hurleyville Market 

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL
The temporary chaos of con-
struction has yielded new 
sidewalks along a stretch of 
the east side of Main Street.

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL
The construction on Main Street included two new parking 
areas. This one is on the west side of Main Street.

by Eli Ruiz

FALLSBURG – As al-
ways, Fallsburg Central 
School District Superinten-
dent Dr. Ivan Katz has high 
hopes for his students and 
staff during this new school 
year.

“I’m hopeful that our 
upward trend of student 
achievement will continue,” 
offered Dr. Katz in an email 
exchange with The Sentinel. 
“We, as a school district, 
have made a multi-year ef-
fort to improve instruction 
so that student achievement 
would improve. Our rising 
graduation rates have, in 
my estimation, been a direct 
result of these coordinated 
efforts.”

Dr. Katz said he is also 
looking forward to the 
district’s capital building 
project moving forward―a 
$15.9 million buildout that 
will replace and/or repair 
various areas of the elemen-
tary and junior/senior high 
schools, as described on the 
district’s website. Voters ap-
proved the project in May.

Students at Fallsburg 
have much more to look 
forward to this year than the 
recently approved building 
project―expected to begin 
sometime in 2018―though, 
Dr. Katz explained.

“Since early spring, we 
have been planning school 
improvement strategies for 
2017–18 that will improve 
teaching and learning,” Dr. 
Katz said. “The base strat-
egy is to share and imple-
ment our ‘Key Features of 
Instruction and Learning,’ 
in every classroom. This 
strategy was developed 
based on our vision state-
ment. The base strategy will 
detail what we expect to oc-
cur on a daily basis for ev-
ery student.”

A former high school 
English instructor with 
the Liberty Central School 

District, Dr. Katz will be 
entering his twelfth year as 
the leader of the county’s 
third largest school district. 
Asked the differences, for 
him, between being a teach-
er and an administrator, Dr. 
Katz said he believes he’s 
still every bit the teacher 
now that he was then.

“My classroom has just 
changed...it’s bigger and 
involves more people,” Dr. 
Katz said. “I look forward 
to working with kids, par-
ents, staff members and the 
entire school community to 
create the best opportunities 
for kids that we can, in and 
out of the classroom.”

In Dr. Katz’s eyes, the 
classroom is just the be-
ginning of his students’ 
achievements.

“To our district’s stu-
dents, I will say that I am 
awed by the great things 
that Fallsburg graduates 
have done with their lives 
and how so many have im-
pacted this world so posi-
tively,” Dr. Katz said. “Our 
Hall of Fame is a testament 
to that. I look forward with 
eager anticipation to the 
great things our current 
students will do when they 
leave our schoolhouse gate, 
ready to make their mark on 
the world.”

For more information 
about the Fallsburg Cen-
tral School District, and for 
complete details on the ap-
proved building project, go 
to www.fallsburgcsd.net.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fallsburg Central School 
District Superintendent 
Dr. Ivan Katz.

FCSD Superintendent Dr. Ivan Katz 
talks about the new school year

in this exclusive interview
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

Q. “What do you want to be when you grow up?”

“When I grow up I 
want to be a scien-
tist, because I like 
mixing things. I 
pretend I’m mixing 
in a lab by soap and 
water.”

“I want to be an 
astro-cop when I 
grow up!” 
(Astronaut Cop) 

“When I grow up I 
would like to be a 

doctor and an artist. 
I would love to be a 

doctor because I like 
helping children. 

I would love to be 
an artist because 

painting is a calm-
ing thing to me and 

I love doing it.” 

“I want to live in 
London and be 
a Youtuber and 

I’m not going to 
change my mind.” 

“I don’t want to be a 
fireman because they 
can get hurt and die. I 
want to be a police offi-
cer.  They get bad guys, 
write tickets and help 
people. Never mind! I’m 
going to be a Youtuber 
too!” 

“I want to be a vet 
one day and help 

animals just like the 
ones stranded out in 

Texas.” 

Hurleyville – Sullivan First 
still needs your help to maintain 
the barrels along Main Street, 
the planters at the entrances to 
Hurleyville and the gardens at 
the Hurleyville Firemen’s Park, 
the Community Gateway at the 
entrance to the Rails to Trails, 
St. Mary’s Community Center 
and the Hurleyville Fire House.     
Please call 845-436-6887 if you 
have time to help.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
meets on the third Thursday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at the Hur-
leyville Firehouse. The meet-
ings are open to everyone in-
terested in the revitalization and 
beautification of Hurleyville. 

Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more information 
about Hurleyville and Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First. 

The Town of Fallsburg Town 
Board proclaimed Saturday, 
August 12, 2017 as “Louis ‘La-
bel’ Wichinsky Day.”  The pro-
totype of the bagel making ma-
chine invented and patented by 
the Hurleyville inventor, com-
poser and pilot was formally 
unveiled by his daughter, Ceil 
Wichinsky Mack, at the open-
ing of an exhibit at the Sullivan 
County Museum honoring his 
life and other important accom-
plishments. The machine had 
been preserved by the Lerner 
family of Quickway Metal Fab-
ricators. Ceil’s presentation of 
“Memories of a Bagel Maker’s 
Daughter” was a highlight of 
the event. Friends and neigh-
bors delighted in recounting 
their memories of Hurleyville’s 
own “Renaissance Man.”

Other interesting and educa-
tional exhibits you’ll find at the 
museum include:

• Sullivan County Wildlife 
   Exhibit 
• The General Store
• The Woodstock Festival
• A History of Sullivan
  County Farms
• The Military Room

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.

If you sat still for any 
amount of time around here 
this summer, you would have 
heard live music.  This is 
certainly the prevailing feel-
ing.  Farmer’s markets, free 
concerts in parks, The Center 
for Discovery CSA pickup, as 
well as the established ven-
ues…the music was every-
where.  Whatever your prefer-
ence, you could find it.

And it’s been a good sum-
mer for the venues as well.  
Imagine my surprise when 
I popped by DeFillipi’s for 
their Sunday morning ‘Mu-
sic Where You Least Expect 
It’ (the brain child of Bob 
Rosenberg) to find the added 
outdoor seating!  This music 
offering has been so success-
ful that the bakery remodeled 
back in June to accommodate 
the amount of people that at-
tend and now, a front porch!  
And a good thing too as there 
were few vacant seats inside 
or outside.  When I stopped 
by in late August, I had just 
missed Debbie Fisher (always 
a joy) who had sung a duet 
with Cheryl Roth.  But what a 
treat to catch Lee Karasik with 
Voices Heard (out of West-
chester), Joanna Gass solo and 
with Steve (the Classic) Kara-
sik, Joe Kavanaugh singing 
DooWop, and Carmine Pace 
with some really cool blues, 
and Steve Schwartz, Kenny 
Windheim anchoring the day.  
I also understand there may be 
a new band (a blues band!) on 
the horizon soon.  I will keep 
you updated as more informa-
tion comes in.

I had the great pleasure of 
meeting and speaking with 
Barry Adelman recently, co-
founder of Music For Human-
ity.  If you’re not familiar with 
this organization, you should 
be.   Its sole purpose is to pro-
vide scholarships to students 
with a passion for music who 
need financial help to contin-
ue their studies in accredited 
schools.  For more informa-
tion, check out the website at 
musicforhumanity.org.

Brew, in Rock Hill, will be 
continuing Odd Tuesday with 
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra every Tuesday through 
September.  The names may 
be tongue-in-cheek but this 
band of consummate profes-
sionals have rocked the house 
so successfully that Odd Tues-
day went from every other 
Tuesday to every Tuesday 
through the summer.

Hurleyville’s own Pickled 
Owl will also continue their 
live music offerings both 
Friday and Saturday nights 
through September.  Their 
continued success is a com-
bination of their warm atmo-
sphere, the choice of music 
and great food – all without 
the pretentiousness of similar 
restaurants.  Still one of my 
favorites!

Cabernet Franks continues 
to be a bright beacon in Parks-
ville.  They too will be open 
and continuing to offer live 
music through September.

I’m excited about the new 
venue that is expected to open 
this spring in Grahamsville.  
Still sworn to secrecy, that’s 
about all I can say.  As I’m 
given the go-ahead with more 
information, I’ll get it to you 
in a heartbeat.

The Johnny Jules Band is 
winding up their very busy 
summer in some very cool 
places.  Former Hurleyville 
resident Johnny, bassist Dave 
D’Arcy and Bobby D on Do-
bro will be up at Sand Beach in 
Highland Lake on Sept. 2 and 

Layla Hermann (Age 7)

Greyson Torres (Age 5)

Madison Green (Age 12)

Connor Kilgore (Age 8)

Jameson Kilgore (Age 6)

Ariel Payne (Age 5)

At long last the sweet corn, 
peaches and tomatoes are rip-
ening as the days shorten and 
nights get cooler. Hard to be-
lieve summer is ending when 
it feels like it just started, but it 
is, after all, the Catskills!

 Fortunately you can do one 
more planting of cool season 
crops to enjoy over the fall.

It’s time to plant spinach, 
radishes, beets, kale, lettuce 
and other veggies you enjoyed 
in early spring! Clean up 
spring crops that are no longer 
producing, reinvigorate soil 
with compost or aged manure 
and plant seeds again. You’ll 
go into fall/winter with yum-
my greens in your garden and 
if you cover with a coldframe 
or a hoop with row cover, a 
light tissue-like fabric made 

for preventing light frosts and 
insects, you will have veggies 
until early winter. 

After your veggie garden 
is tended to, you can start 
thinking about what did well 
this year and what you might 
need to transplant elsewhere. 
I already have a long list of 
plants to move around the gar-
den by mid-September when 
temperatures cool a bit more. 
Some of my plants were over-
whelmed by neighbors, some 
color combinations were not 
to my liking, and others just 
need to be replanted else-
where. It’s fun to further tweak 
what I thought was going to 
work well in spring.

Another useful task this time 
of year is to collect seeds from 
your annuals and perennials. 

As everything starts to go to 
seed, save some seed heads 
and allow them to mature on 
the plant. When they turn 
brown and look like they will 
soon explode, it’s time to cut 
and put them in a paper bag to 
fully dry off. You can also save 
open-pollinated varieties of 
your veggies, as well. Toma-
toes, peppers, squash, melons, 
all produce copious seeds and 
as long as they aren’t hybrids 
you can save seeds for years to 
come. 

It’s also time to harvest herbs 
for drying if you haven’t done 
it earlier, get your last canning 
tasks done and give your gar-
den a once over cleanup.

Enjoy these last golden days 
of summer!

FROM THE FARM
by Eve Springwood Minson

• Early Sullivan County
• The Borscht Belt
• The Frederick A. Cook 
   Gallery
The Sullivan County Histori-

cal Society has announced the 
recipients of the 2017 “History 
Maker” and “History Preserver” 
awards. The “History Maker” 
Award will be presented to 
WVOS radio, the “Voice of 
Sullivan County” for seventy 
years as the first commercial 
radio station in Sullivan County. 
Susan and Robert Schock will 
be presented with the “His-
tory Preserver” award for their 
preservation of a collection of 
documents from the Republican 
Watchman, descended from the 
first newspaper ever published 
in Sullivan County. Susan is the 
daughter of one of the publishers 
of the newspaper, and she and 
Robert generously donated their 
collection to the Society where 
it is available to all researchers. 
The awards will be presented at 
the society’s Annual Meeting 
and Awards Dinner which will 
be held at the Rockland House 
in Roscoe beginning at 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, October 1. 

Anyone interested in volun-

teering to explore genealogy 
and the history of life in Sullivan 
County can call Pat Burns at the 
Museum. The phone number is 
845-434-8044. 

The Museum, located at 265 
Main Street in Hurleyville, is 
open on Sunday from 1 to 4:30 
p.m. and from Tuesday to Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Please visit www.scnyhistory.
org for more information on the 
Sullivan County Historical So-
ciety and the Sullivan County 
Museum.

A Community Dinner will be 
held at the Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church on Thursday, 
September 7   from 4 to 6 p. m.

The church will host its Annu-
al Chicken BBQ Dinner on Sat-
urday, September 16. Volunteers 
at the church will begin serving 
at 4:30 p.m. The price for adults 
and all take-outs is $12.00 and 
the price for children is $6.00.

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church is open 
each Thursday (except the first 
Thursday of each month) from 
4 to 6 p.m. The volunteers at the 
food pantry also provide free 
clothing for families in need on 
the last Thursday of each month.

Volunteers at the church host 
the Community Lunch Program. 
Dates for the program will be 
announced on the church’s page 
on Facebook.

The church hosts a Youth 
Group on Fridays from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. Young people are invited 
to join in a variety of activities 
including board games, trivia, 
movie nights, arts and crafts.
The next date is September 15.

A Bible study group is held at 
the church on every Tuesday at 
7 p.m.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more information 
or if you can help with any of 
these activities.  

on Sept. 9, they’ll be perform-
ing at the Birds of a Feather 
Nature and Music Festival 
at Grafton Lake State Park, a 
festival in support of the Berk-
shire Bird Paradise Sanctuary.  
Check out the Facebook page 
for the festival and follow their 
link to the YouTube video of 
the work the Sanctuary does.

Every Monday
Dutch’s Open Mic: 205 

Rock Hill Dr., Rock Hill, 7 
p.m.

Every Tuesday
Odd Tuesday with The 

Greater Sullivan County 
Search and Rescue Orchestra, 
Brew, 280 Rock Hill Dr., Rock 
Hill, 5:30-8:30 p.m.

Thursdays
Thursday Summer Concert 

Series at the Gazebo Park, 
Kauneonga Lake, 6:30-8 p.m.

Sept. 7: Season Finale
Fridays:
The Pickled Owl, 218 Main 

St., Hurleyville; 6-9 p.m.
Sept. 1: John Slaver (acous-

tic variety)
Sept. 8: The Acquaintances 

(Jazz, rock variety)
Sept. 15: Mark Visconti and 

Justin Sutherland (acoustic 
folk, rock, pop)

Sept. 22: Cathy Paty and 
Company (acoustic variety)

Sept. 29:  Albi (solo acoustic 
variety)

Sorella: Jazz Standards with 
Defino and Ravdin, and great 
Italian food!  6-9 p.m., 3562 
State Rte. 55, Kauneonga 
Lake

Sept 1:  Joshua Tree, Cab-
ernet Franks, 38 Main St., 
Parksville

Saturdays: 
Sorella: Jazz Standards with 

Defino and Ravdin, 3562 State 
Rte. 55, Kauneonga Lake; 6-9 
p.m.

Pickled Owl, 218 Main St. 
Hurleyville 6-9 p.m.

Sept. 2: Shlomo Franklin 
(solo acoustic variety)

Sept. 9: Gary Myer
Sept. 16: Handsome Johnny 

(acoustic guitar and congas 
duo)

Sept. 23: Debbie Fisher 
(roots, folk, blues and origi-
nals)

Sept. 30:  Those Guys (mod-
ern mountain music)

Oct. 7:  Moonshine Creek 
(bluegrass)

Sept. 2: Joshua Tree, Sips 
and Sounds, Clearview Vine-
yard, Clearview Lane, War-
wick, 2-5 p.m.

Sept. 2: Johnny Jules Band, 
Sand Beach, 318 Lake View 
Dr., Highland, NY

Sept. 16:  The 88TH Mu-
sic for Humanity free perfor-
mance, Noble Coffee Roast-
ers, 3020 State Rte. 207, 
Campbell Hall, 7:30 p.m.

Sept. 30: Johnny Jules 
Band, Birds of a Feather Na-
ture and Music Festival, 100 
Grafton Lakes State Park Way, 
Cropseyville (in support of the 
Berkshire Bird Paradise Sanc-
tuary)

Sept. 30: Debbie Fisher, 
Tunes In The Vines, Chris-
topher Jacobs Winery, Pen-
nings Vineyard, 320 Crawford 
St., Pine Bush (for HONOR; 
Helping Others Needing Our 
Resources)  For more infor-
mation: http://honorhelpingo-
thers.org

Every Sunday
Music Where You Least 

Expect It: 11 a.m.– 1:30ish, 
DeFillipis Bakery, 506 Broad-
way, Monticello

The Dancing Cat Saloon:  
#ShineOn, Jazz Brunch, 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m., 2037 State Rte. 
17B, Bethel

Sept. 24: Debbie Fisher, 
Rhinebeck Porchfest (for 
more information: rbporch-
fest.com)

PHOTO BY KATHLEEN SULLIVAN
Family members and close friends of the late Louis Wichin-
sky were on hand for the unveiling of his bagel making ma-
chine, including (left to right) Steve Lerner, Barbara Lerner, 
Ceil Wichinsky Mack, and Jim Mack, with Myron Gittell of 
the Sullivan County Historical Society.

PHOTO BY KATHLEEN SULLIVAN
The bagel making machine invented by Hurleyville inventor 
Louis “Label” Wichinsky is now on display at the Sullivan 
County Historical Society.
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SCHOOL’S IN AROUND THE WORLD

A Summer of Learning

GARDEN THRIVES AT SUNSET

A FONDNESS FOR NEWSPAPERS
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – Myron 
Gittell admits he has a fond-
ness for newspapers.  That’s 
one of the reasons the Board 
member of the Sullivan 
County Historical Society 
spearheaded the recent ex-
hibit of old Sullivan County 
newspapers at the County 
Museum in Hurleyville. 

“We’ve got thousands of 
newspapers in our archives,” 
Mr. Gittell said. “No one 
could ever imagine the ex-
tent of the collection. Even 
those who use the archives 
for research likely only see a 
fraction of what we have, so 
I thought we should show it 
[the collection] off.” 

So Mr. Gittell spent a re-
cent Saturday greeting doz-
ens of visitors to the Museum 
and sharing with them vari-
ous anecdotes about more 
than a century of newspa-
pers, dozens of which were 
mounted under glass or on 
display boards in the Muse-
um’s expansive exhibit area.

Mr. Gittell  says that, while  
most people would be hard 
pressed to name more than a 
handful of them today, Sulli-

van County has been home to 
more than 30 different news-
papers over the years. These 
include the Sullivan County 
Whig, the county’s  first pa-
per, which began publishing 
in Bloomingburg in 1821, 
before eventually moving 
to Monticello and morphing 
into the Republican Watch-
man, and the Evening News, 
which was for a short time 

during World War II the only 
daily newspaper ever pub-
lished in the county.

As unlikely as it might 
seem today, Mr. Gittell points 
out, dozens of communities 
in the county once supported 
their own papers, including 
Wurtsboro, White Lake, Liv-
ingston Manor, Narrowsburg 
and Hurleyville.  And a few 
communities have had more 

than one paper at the same 
time.  

For example, Monticello, 
the county’s largest commu-
nity almost from the begin-
ning, has been home to the 
Chronicle, the Herald, the 
Republican, the Republican 
Watchman, the Bulletin, and 
the Evening News.  The In-
dependent, the Register, the 
Gazette, and others have 
been published in Liberty.  
Douglas, the only city in 
Sullivan County’s history, 
once had the Journal and the 
Gazette. Jeffersonville was 
home to the Record, as well 
as the Volksblatt, a German 
language paper.  The hamlet 
of Callicoon was also at one 
time home to two newspa-
pers, the Callicoon Echo and 
the Sullivan County Demo-
crat.  

One by one these newspa-
pers fell by the wayside, and 
while as late as the 1960s, 
there were still nearly a doz-
en papers in Sullivan County, 
nearly all of them were gone 
by the end of the Century. 
Now, thanks to the Historical 
Society’s recent display, at 
least they are not forgotten.

by Heather Gibson

HURLEYVILLE – “Back 
to school, back to school!”

“Back to class and home-
work and following the 
rules. And lunch and gym! 
Hey, it’s very cool, I’m glad 
to be back in school.”

Children all over the 
world just began the new 
school year, just like you 
did!  Do you ever wonder 
about schools around the 
world? How are they differ-
ent from our schools here in 
New York?

In France, math and sci-
ence – especially physics 
– are only studied by those 
students with the very best 
grades. Students attend 
very long school days from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and even 
go to school on Saturdays. 
However, they get Wednes-
days off and have two hour 
lunch breaks.

School is free in France 
and this is especially help-
ful to college students who 
wish to study.  Grades are 
posted publically on bul-
letin boards outside of the 
classrooms, so anyone can 
see what grade you just re-
ceived!  While this might be 
embarrassing to some, it is 
certainly good incentive to 
keep those grades up.

In Spain, there are mixed 
levels of ability and age in 
each classroom. There are 
no AP classes. This makes it 
harder for brighter children 
to advance, but it also cuts 
down on bullying.  When 
you enter a classroom, you 
are with those kids of all 
different ages throughout 
your school years, and so 
you become like a family to 
one another in many ways. 
Due to the continued close 
friendships, these students 
tend to get along better and 
stick up for one another. 
Students in classrooms stay 
put, and it’s the teachers that 
move around from class-
room to classroom. There 

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY
Myron Gittell of the Sullivan County Historical Society ex-
plains to  visitors one of several displays in the Society’s 
newspapers exhibit.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fallsburg’s Volunteers in the Classroom from 2016-2017 
were honored by the Board of Education. In the photo (left 
to right) are Sonya Smith, Diosdado Santiago, Heather Man-
or, Fallsburg Board of Education President Debra Barbiani, 
FCSD Superintendent Dr. Ivan Katz, Hermine Abreu, Chris-
tina Frunzi, and Shawn Ferris.

Fallsburg Schools Begin
Second Year of Volunteer
in Classroom Program

FALLSBURG – After a 
successful introduction of the 
Volunteer in the Classroom 
(VIC) Program last year, 
Fallsburg Central School 
District is inviting commu-
nity members to become vol-
unteers at both Fallsburg Jr/
Sr High School and Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary School.

On Monday, September 
11, 2017 at 10 a.m., Super-
intendent Dr. Ivan Katz will 
welcome prospective volun-
teers and explain the formal 
training involved.  A few re-
turning volunteers will speak 
about their experiences sup-
porting teachers and children 
during the past year.

Feedback on the VIC Pro-

tured singing, dancing and plays 
by the three student sections, 
much to the delight of the fami-
lies. Visits to each classroom 
showed beautiful posters and 
collages demonstrating the rich 
cultural heritages of the different 
Central and South American re-
publics that are the native homes 
of these students. It was special 
to see parents and siblings sitting 
at desks and reading the posters 
amidst the smiles of the proud 
students.

The evening ended with pizza 
in the school cafeteria. It was a 
sweet way to conclude an evening 
of family and cultural pride, and 
the honoring of learning by some 
very happy children.

GRAPHIC COUTESY WEB-JAPAN.ORG
In Japan, children are required to complete just nine years 
of education. However, almost all students (98% in 2014) go 
on to high school.

built into the school day. 
This allows each student to 
work on vocational skills, 
which are so important as 
they enter the work force.

The students in many of 
these countries wear uni-
forms to school, though 
some only have uniforms 
in private schools, just like 
in our country. Most coun-
tries typically get a sum-
mer break, and some coun-
tries take a break every few 
weeks. 

There are countries in 
Africa that are struggling 
to maintain a school sys-
tem for children. They lack 
teachers, supplies, and the 
infrastructure to operate a 
school system. While Af-
rica is constantly trying to 
improve its education sys-
tem, the class system and 
basic survival in local vil-
lages often depends upon 
the children working at 
home from a very young 
age to help with things like 
farming.

Sometimes children 
aren’t very happy about go-
ing back to school. Summer 
is filled with a lot of fun ac-
tivities like swimming, and 
camp, so it’s understandable 
that the freedom of summer 
is preferred by most to the 
structure of a school day.  
However, it’s important to 
guide all students in a way 
that allows them to visual-
ize their future just a bit. 
Questions like, “what do 
you want to be when you 
grow up?” allow children to 
understand how school can 
help them attain that goal. 

Extra-curricular activities 
are a great way to continue 
the summer fun by getting 
involved with sports teams 
or after school clubs.  The 
sky is the limit when chil-
dren tap into their imagi-
nation and creativity. They 
should all reach for the 
moon, and if all else fails 
they will land upon a star!

Although the classroom 
and students may look dif-
ferent from country to coun-
try, one thing is for sure, 
every student has a dream 
and many of them will look 
up into the night’s sky and 
wish upon the same star; 
whether a student in France 
or Spain or India or Japan, 
or a student in Hurleyville.

gram from building Princi-
pals, teachers, staff and stu-
dents has been very positive. 
The initial class of volunteers 
was excited about the oppor-
tunity to serve the children 
and the District. They look 
forward to the new year and 
a chance to share their enthu-
siasm with members of the 
community.

Light refreshments will be 
served at the September 11 
meeting in the Board Room 
of the Jr/Sr High School. For 
further information, to re-
spond to this invitation, or to 
receive a volunteer applica-
tion form, please contact Dr. 
Katz at (845) 434-6800, ext. 
1215.

FALLSBURG – For the past 
several summers, the Migrant 
Education Program at Fallsburg 
Central School District has pro-
vided a three week teaching pro-
gram to support the learning of 
children from migrant families 
living in the District and in Lib-
erty.  This summer, 33 students 
came from Fallsburg and 11 from 
Liberty. Daily classes at Benja-
min Cosor Elementary School 
went from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
from Monday to Thursday, July 5 
through July 27. On the evening 
of July 25, Director of Mid-Hud-
son Migrant Education Maryellen 
Whittington-Couse welcomed 
families to celebrate the successes 
of the children.

The program’s main purpose 
is to reinforce skills in common 
core subjects and review pre-
viously learned material from 
the school year. FCSD Teacher 
Veronica Serrano administered 
the program with the support of 
Migrant Ed staff Malvina Saave-
dra and Greyssy Iraheta. Three 
classrooms for grades K-2, 3-5, 
and 6-8 were run by Saira Aigala, 
Evan Jenkins and Melissa An-
tunes.  District employee Isabel 
Mejia and Valerie Cascino were 
SUNY New Paltz student interns 
in each classroom.  

The evening celebration fea-

use it as an activity for our guys.”
The Center for Discovery al-

ready grows fresh vegetables 
for residents at its Thanksgiving 
Farm, but the hands-on approach 
is more interesting for residents, 
Mr. Darboe said. And house chef 
Shay Moloney loves being able to 
walk outside and grab fresh basil 
or mint for a meal. Her kitchen 
scraps are creating a very effec-
tive compost.

Ms. Moloney found some old 
potatoes in the pantry, and they 
planted them in the garden as an 
experiment; the potatoes are now 
overwhelming their boxes. It’s all 
been one big experiment, Mr. Dar-
boe said, and they look forward to 
improving it each year. It gets the 
residents outside, and produces 
quality food. He hopes that others, 
at The Center and beyond, will be 
inspired by their garden and create 
their own.

by Amanda Loviza

HARRIS, N.Y. – The staff at 
one Center for Discovery house is 
hoping that their excitement over 
their garden will catch on with 
other TCFD houses and the com-
munity at large. 

TCFD staff member Kebba 
Darboe started a raised bed veg-
etable garden for the residents at 
Sunset House with just two boxes. 
This year they’ve already expand-
ed the garden to five raised beds, 
and he hopes it will continue to 
grow. Sunset House houses about 
a dozen men, who are mostly 
wheelchair-bound but love to get 
outside and water the garden and 
monitor the plants’ progress.

Gardening is good for anyone, 
said Mr. Darboe, who comes from 
a farming family. 

“We are so happy about our 
garden,” Mr. Darboe said. “This 
is something we enjoy doing. We 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fallsburg sixth grade stu-
dent Aryany Mercado (left) 
and Migrant Ed teacher Ms. 
Malvina Saavedra.

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA
Kebba Darboe, left, picks fresh basil for Sunset House chef 
Shay Moloney. Ms. Moloney takes fresh herbs and vegeta-
bles straight from the garden to include in meals for The 
Center for Discovery residents at Sunset House in Harris.

is a split session during the 
day, which allows students 
to go home for lunch, be-
cause you can’t bring your 
lunch to school.

In India, the biggest dif-
ference is how many class-
mates a student has in class. 
While we average about 
20-30 kids per class here in 
the USA, children in India 
share their classroom with 
50 other students.  Sports 
and extra- curricular ac-
tivities are offered but they 
aren’t deemed very impor-
tant. Students aren’t praised 
for being a good athlete; 
instead they are praised 
for being bright students. 
Therefore, the structure of 
study and the school day is 
very rigid.  Public schools 
often lack good infrastruc-
ture and facilities and so 
most parents prefer to send 
their kids to private school, 
though it is very expen-
sive. Students in India do 
not have lockers for their 
books. They carry their 
heavy books everywhere 
they go. In India, unlike in 
France, math and science is 
not an option, but the main 

area of study.
In Japan, there are no 

school buses to ride, and 
99% of students walk or 
ride their bikes to school. 
Most of them don’t ride 
very far because there is a 
school every few miles. In 
high school, they may at-
tend school across town 
and take a bus or train. The 
teacher is in full control 
of the class and discipline 
is decided by that teacher. 
There is no getting sent out 
of the room to the principal, 
because in Japan there is a 
rule that you can’t ask a stu-
dent to leave your class.

In the Japanese culture, 
one takes off one’s shoes 
upon entering a Japanese 
family’s home. In school, 
it is the same. There are no 
lockers for books, but there 
are shoe lockers at the front 
doors which hold all stu-
dents’ shoes until the end 
of the school day.  Students 
in Japan never leave their 
homeroom class and when 
it is lunch time they can eat 
in homeroom or go home 
for lunch, but there is no 
cafeteria.

There is also a strict no 
junk food policy, so what 
comes into school must be 
approved food. However, 
they say there are a few reb-
els that sneak junk food into 
their book bags. There are 
no janitors in the Japanese 
school system, instead the 
chores of cleaning are the 
students’ responsibility and 
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire 
Department is always 
looking to recruit new 
members. You can stop in 
on any Monday evening at 
7 p.m. to get an applica-
tion or see what we are all 
about. If you don’t want to 
fight fire we can use fire 
police or you can work 
behind the scenes and 
support the front line fire 
fighters. We do more than 
just fight fire. We even 
provide all of your train-
ing for free.

The Fire Department 
held its annual member/
family picnic early in Au-
gust and more than 130 
were treated to lunch and 
a fantastic dinner. 

After dinner the awards 
for 2016 were given out. 
First up was an Apprecia-
tion Award for firefighter 
Mike Shapiro. Mike is 
our sound man, he sets up 
a sound system for all of 
our events. The Hallow-
een Parade, the Dworetsky 
Parade and fishing contest 
are just a few examples of 
Mike’s hard work. Thanks 
Mike.

John O’Neil received 
the Attendance Award. 
John doesn’t miss too 
many Monday nights 
(our drill night) or other 
functions, such as meet-
ings, parades or any other 
special event the fire de-
partment is involved in. 
Thanks John for all of 
your efforts.

Next came the Commu-
nity Service Award. The 
fire department recogniz-
es a person, organization 
or business that helped 
out or supported the many 
fire department endeavors 
in a special way or ways. 
Sometimes it is one great 
help and sometimes years 
of special support. This 
year’s award was pre-
sented to Steve Gottlieb 
of the Liberty Trading 
Post for his years of sup-
porting our many raffles 
and events. Steve is a fire-
fighter in Rock Hill and 
a real community minded 
person. His staff at the 
Trading Post is always 
ready to help out with all 
of your needs. Thank you, 
Steve.

Years of service pins 
were handed out to a num-

ber of members. A pretty 
special 5 year pin was 
given to both Josh Conlon 
and Austin Halchak. Both 
of these guys joined as ju-
nior members when they 
were 16 years old and still 
in high school. Well done, 
to both of you.

Then came the heavy 
hitters:

Past Chief Roy “Por-
ky” Worden, Past Chief 
George Price and Past 
Chief Steve Dainack were 
recognized for 53 years of 
service each.

Mendy Greenspan has 
54 years of service

Vic McCarthy and Joe 
LaRuffa were recognized 
for 55 years of service. 
Joe was the secretary of 
the fire department for 
many, many years.

Gary Charnow was rec-
ognized for 57 years of 
service.

Past Chief Nelson Dur-
land was recognized for 
60 years of service. Nel-
son is also a Past Presi-
dent of many different 
firematic organizations.

George Fedun was 
honored for 62 years, and 
Fred Turner for 63 years.

Then we got to our se-
nior members: Oscar Pav-
loff was Chief of the Fire 
Police for many years, is 
pushing 95 years in age, 
and has 65 years of ser-
vice. He is our oldest liv-
ing member. Ed Orlowsky 
has 69 years in the Hur-
leyville Fire Department, 
making him our senior 
member with the most 
years of service.

Each of the members 
with 50 years of service 
or more was given a Cer-
tificate honoring them for 
their service to the fire 
department and their com-
munity by:

FASNY – Firemen’s 
Association State of New 
York

OFPC – Office of Fire 
Prevention and Control

HVVFA – Hudson Val-
ley Volunteer Firemen’s 
Association

The FASNY and OFPC 
certificates were pre-
sented by John P.Farrell 
Jr. 2nd Vice President of 
FASNY.

Then came the high-
light of the afternoon: 

Firemen of the Year.
It was with great hon-

or that all those members 
honored for 50-plus years 
of service were the 2016 
Hurleyville Fire Depart-
ment Firemen of the Year. 
Each member was given a 
plaque with their name on 
it to commemorate their 
accomplishment. Well-
deserved and congratula-
tions to all of you.

On a sad note, my 
Dad’s service of remem-
brance was held with 
full Military Honors 
and a Firematic Service. 
The Loch Sheldrake and 
Fallsburg Fire Depart-
ments brought their lad-
dertrucks to hang a large 
(20’ x 40’) American Flag 
in back of the firehouse. 
Terry Mullen played the 
bagpipes as the firefight-
ers marched in and Hur-
leyville Fire Department 
Chaplains Melvin Boone 
and Jim Kaufman presid-
ed over a service my Dad 
would have been proud of. 
Thank you to all who hon-
ored my Dad that day.

As you get this paper it 
will be very close to 9-11.  
Pause and think about 
those who lost their lives 
that day. The Monticello 
Fire Department will hold 
its remembrance service 

on Monday 9-11 at their 
firehouse at 7 p.m. The 
Wurtsboro Fire Depart-
ment, in conjunction with 

the American Legion 
- Mamakating Post 1266 
will be hosting its annual 
service also on 9-11 at 7 
p.m. in at their park in 
Wurtsboro. Both of these 
event are open to all.

You will be reading this 
in September, and I must 
announce that Fire Pre-
vention Week is October 
8 – 14. This year’s theme 
is Every Second Counts: 
Plan 2 Ways Out.

More on this topic in 
October.

As I write this article 
we only had one call at the 
Morningside Four Cor-
ners since I last wrote.

However we had a cou-
ple of cool nights and the 
county had its first chim-
ney fire of the season.

The last bit of good 
news for this month is that 
the Fire Department trav-
eled to the Hortonville 
Field Day and Parade and 
won a trophy for 1st place 
marching. Congratula-
tions to Chief Alan Price 
and those who marched. 
The next parade is the 
Sullivan County parade 
in Wurtsboro on Saturday, 
October 7.

SEPTEMBER 10, 1937
$700 Stolen from Local Phar-

macy
Early Tuesday morning, 

thieves broke into the Hur-
leyville Pharmacy and stole 
about $700 in cash from a box 
in the prescription room. The 
store, owned by Max Berman 
and Al Sakofsky, was closed 
by Berman about two o’clock 
Tuesday morning. The theft 
was discovered by a clerk, Max 
Rosenstein, when the store was 
re-opened in the morning. It is 
believed that the thieves gained 
entrance through a side window. 
Nothing else in the store was 
disturbed and several checks 
and money orders left with the 
money were untouched.

State Police, headed by Ser-
geant Thomas Mangan, have 
been investigating and are 
checking fingerprints taken 
from a filing cabinet in an effort 
to apprehend the guilty persons.

Fire on former
Seidlin Property

Fire which broke out shortly 
before noon on Wednesday de-
stroyed a barn on the former 
Seidlin property opposite the 
New York Telephone Company 
building in Hurleyville, dam-
aged a summer kitchen of the 
house and at one time threat-
ened to burn the house. The 
present owner is Murray Gold-
man.

Hurleyville and Loch Shel-
drake firemen quickly respond-

ed to the alarm and prevented 
the spread of the fire to nearby 
homes. Traffic was held up for 
about twenty minutes.

Quietest Labor Day
for Sullivan County

The quietest Labor Day holi-
day ever to occur since Sul-
livan County became famous 
as a summer resort was expe-
rienced over the past weekend. 
Although several opinions were 
heard as to the date of the last 
concurrence of the Jewish New 
Year and Labor Day, all were 
agreed that it was before the 
present century.

Stores took a three day holi-
day which started Sunday and 
extended until Tuesday night. 
Even restaurants open twenty-
four hours daily were closed 
for the duration of the Jewish 
holiday. Somewhat similar con-
ditions prevailed in Monticello, 

South Fallsburg, Liberty and 
Woodridge.

Some of the large hotels en-
gaged cantors to conduct reli-
gious services while in almost 
every other resort laymen took 
charge. Sports and dancing 
were kept to a minimum, but 
even though these conditions 
had been anticipated, all ho-
tels were liberally patronized, 
though perhaps not quite so 
heavily as on other Labor Day 
weekends.

OCTOBER 1, 1937
Jewish Farmers Association 
to Hold Annual Conference
Outstanding in importance 

and interest is the forthcoming 
event which Sullivan, Ulster, 
and adjoining counties will wit-
ness on Sunday, October 3. This 
is the Annual Conference and 
Agricultural Exhibit held by the 
Jewish Farmers Associations of 

these sections. This year, other 
Jewish Societies and Organiza-
tions, in cooperation with the 
Jewish Agricultural Society, are 
sparing no effort to make this 
convention the most successful 
in the history of the “Moun-
tains.”

The affair takes place Sunday, 
October 3 (all day) in the Au-
ditorium of the Mountaindale 
High School, Mountaindale, 
New York. In the forenoon, or-
ganization matters will occupy 
the attention of the assembled 
delegates, and this part of the 
program will be under the lead-
ership of Dr. Gabriel Davidson, 
General Manager of the Jewish 
Agricultural Society.

After the luncheon, served by 
the Ladies Auxiliary, Dr. Philip 
R. Alstate, of the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary of New York 
City, will deliver an address on 
“The Partition of Palestine.”

2000 and more farmers are 
expected to attend.

Work Started on New
Feinstein Building

Work has been started this 
week on the new building to be 
erected by Ernest Feinstein, lo-
cal business man. The building, 
to be located on the lot next to 
the Hurleyville Pharmacy, will 
include a bar and grill on the 
first floor and hotel rooms on 
the second floor. It is expected 
that the construction work will 
be completed within two weeks.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

by Kelly Wells and Amanda Letohic

It’s time to say goodbye to 
the summer heat and welcome 
the crisp autumn air, which also 
means…it’s time for back to 
school!

 To help prepare you and 
your child for “back to school,” 
why not stop into the Fallsburg 
Library to sign them and your-
self up for a library card? If 
you live in the Fallsburg Cen-
tral School District, you and 
your children are eligible for a 
free library card. All we need is 
your current photo ID and proof 
of physical address within the 
school district. As a way to cel-
ebrate “Library Card Sign-Up” 
month, you will be entered into 
a raffle for an AMC movie gift 
card if you sign up for a library 
card between September 1, 2017 
and September 30, 2017. So 

what are you waiting for? Stop 
in and sign up for your card to-
day.

With your new library card, 
you’ll have access to tens of 
thousands of books within the 
Ramapo Catskill Library Sys-
tem (47 member libraries), thou-
sands of movies, and e-books. 
Your library card will also give 
you access to a variety of online 
databases which can aid you and 
your child in their various school 
projects. To see what databases 
we have to offer just go to our 
website, www.fallsburglibrary.
org and click on the “Research” 
tab then click on “Databases.” 

Start the school year off right 
by getting your library card to-
day. In the meantime, check out 
these great programs we have 
coming up in September – and 
remember all of our programs 
are FREE and open to the pub-
lic.

For adults, on Wednesday 
September 13 at 6 p.m. we are 
making a Terra Cotta Scarecrow 

– please note that registration is 
required for this program. On 
Wednesday September 20 at 7 
p.m. you can bring the family to 
make some caramel apple pops. 
Wednesday September 27 at 7 
p.m., teens are invited to come 
make a no-bake mini apple pie. 
On Thursday September 28 at 
6 p.m., kids of all ages are wel-
come to our S.T.E.A.M. Apple 
Races. 

As always, our preschool 
story hour takes place on Tues-
days starting September 12 at 10 
a.m. Toddlers are welcome, too. 
We also have our weekly chil-
dren’s craft night Mondays at 6 

p.m. You can check our online 
calendar to see what craft we’ll 
be doing each week. Please sign 
up for these programs in ad-
vance so we can be sure to have 
supplies for everyone.

As you can see, we have 
many great things coming up 
at the Fallsburg Library! Some 
programs have limited spots so 
please call, email, or stop in to 
sign up. Here’s a reminder of 
our contact information, call: 
845-436-6067, email: fbr@rcls.
org, stop in: 12 Railroad Plaza, 
South Fallsburg, NY, or follow 
us on social media!

PHOTO PROVIDED
Ernie’s Bar and Grill was a Main Street landmark since it 
opened in 1937.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Hurleyville Chief Alan Price with first place trophy from 
Hortonville parade.

PHOTO PROVIDED
The American flag hangs between the ladder trucks at the 
memorial service for Jack Halchak Jr. with the Sullivan 
County Veterans .
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The month of September has 
been designated as “National 
Prostate Cancer Month” in 
North America. Health experts, 
health advocates, and individu-
als have combined their efforts 
to increase public awareness 
of the importance of prostate 
health. We all know how im-
portant it is to be educated on 
all aspects of our health, but 
nothing is more important to 
men than knowing risk factors 
and symptoms of prostate re-
lated diseases.

Listen, guys: As personal as 
this subject may be, there is 
nothing more personal to our 
loved ones than to make sure 
we all live long, healthy, pro-
ductive lives. Although this 
particular disease can affect 
our “personal” life - - and you 
know what I am talking about 
- - so much has been done 
through research and treatment 
allowing us to continue having 
a fulfilling and satisfying sexu-
al relationship with our loving 
partner. 

However, we must be alert 
and vigilant in recognizing the 
signs and symptoms of prostate 
issues:

1. Frequent urges to urinate;
2. Getting up 2, 3, or maybe 
	 4 times over 	night to 
	 urinate;
3. Difficulty commencing 
	 and maintaining urination;
4. Pain or burning during 

	 urination;
5. Blood in the urine;
6. Lower back pain;
7. Difficulty achieving or 
	 maintaining your
	 “stamina” during sexual 
	 activity. 

Risk factors:
1. Over 50 years of age;
2. Genetics. 60% more 
	 common in 
	 African-American men; 
3. Diet and obesity.
It is so very important we see 

our physician on a regular ba-
sis. Yearly physical exams are 
to include a PSA test and rec-
tal exam. The prostate-specific 
antigen (PSA) test measures 
the level of a protein made by 
cells in the prostate gland in a 
man’s blood. PSA levels rise 
when there is a problem with 
the prostate. It is normal to have 
a low level of PSA - - 0.0 – 4.0. 
Having prostate cancer can in-
crease it - - usually PSA level 
over 4.0. Not all readings over 
4.0 mean one may have the dis-
ease, but is it an alerting mech-
anism to seek further medical 
intervention and advice.

There are many different 
colored ribbons signifying vari-
ous causes in America. This 
month’s color is “light blue”.  
Let’s celebrate National Pros-
tate Cancer Month with public 
awareness and education! 

Stay well, Hurleyville! 

“NATIONAL PROSTATE
CANCER MONTH”

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
by Kathleen Sullivan

“JOHN ‘JACK’
HALCHAK, JR.”

John “Jack” Halchak, Jr., the 
son of John Halchak and Mary 
Mudry, was born on August 26, 
1927 in Derby Connecticut.

Upon graduation from high 
school he joined the United 

States Navy where he proudly 
completed his military service. 
The GI Bill enabled Jack to con-
tinue his education at Arnold 
College in Connecticut (Univer-
sity of Bridgeport today) where 
he played on the school’s foot-
ball team.  

Upon graduation from col-
lege, Jack embarked on an out-

standing career in education and 
athletics.

Jack played semi-pro foot-
ball in Ansonia, Connecticut. 
Allan Webb and Rosey Grier 
of the New York Giants, Nick 
Pietrosante of the Detroit Lions 
and Andy Robustelli of the Los 
Angeles Rams were among the 
football legends Jack played 
with.

Jack taught physical educa-
tion and driver education in the 
Fallsburg School District for 32 
years.  While at Fallsburg he 
was always ready to coach any 
sports team. Baseball, basket-
ball, swimming and golf were 
among the sports he coached. He 
earned recognition for his ardent 
support of the DUSO League.

A lifetime member of the Hur-
leyville Fire Department for 57 
years, Jack served as president of 
the department from 1967-1972. 
He was a charter member of the 

Hurleyville Emergency Relief 
Squad and past president of Sul-
livan County ARC.  

Jack was also able to find the 
time to manage the health club 
at the Raleigh Hotel where he 
supervised adult physical educa-
tion and swimming programs.

A longtime member of Ki-
wanis, Jack and his wife of 37 
years, Aileen, the Lt. Governor 
of Kiwanis, continued to partici-
pate in service projects and fund-
raising efforts to provide for the 
needs of children worldwide.

Jack participated in a vari-
ety of sports, but he especially 
favored golf and hunting. He 
played in the Twilight Leagues 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 
Lochmor Golf Course. He loved 
golf so much that he built a put-
ting green in his backyard in 
Woodbourne. Jack also enjoyed 
owning and racing horses.

A third baseman for the Hur-
leyville Fire Department softball 
team, Jack bowled with the de-
partment, too. He also played for 
the Bend-N-Elbow Old-Timers 
in the Monticello softball league.

A great sense of humor and 
the ability to live life to the full-
est always made Jack the life of 
the party. He was well-known 
by chefs at the casinos where he 
liked winning games and enjoy-
ing a good meal.

Jack and Aileen retired to 
Florida where he worked at Boca 
West Golf course and continued 
to relish playing rounds with 

friends.
He will always be remem-

bered with great fondness by 
his family, his friends, his team-
mates and his players.

“My dad enjoyed coaching 
and retirement to the fullest,” 
remembers his son, Jack. “Look 
up coaching in the dictionary 
and you’ll find his picture. Look 
up retirement and you’ll find his 
picture again.”

 Jack was eighty-nine when he 
passed away on Tuesday, June 
27, 2017 in Boca Raton, Florida, 
after a valiant battle with heart 
disease.

Jack is one of Hurleyville’s 
many extraordinary treasures.

Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com 
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

HIT AND RUN PART IV
Fallsburg Constable Bron-

co Kelly has his hands full 
investigating the death by 
hit and run driver of Sidney 
Grant “Doc” Van Keuren in 
Hurleyville. And now we know 
why Bronco is taking Doc’s 
death so hard. But what about 
that second hit and run death 
in Liberty? Is it connected? 
Will the driver (or drivers) be 
apprehended? Here is Part IV 
of our story…based on actual 
events:

I slept restlessly, awakened 
from time to time by the sound 
of the sleet pounding against 
the house. When I finally got 
up, the storm had intensified, 
with a fierce wind blowing 
and thick layers of ice forming 
on the electrical and telephone 
wires. By mid-afternoon Sat-
urday, many of the roads had 
become impassable and com-
munication had become spo-
radic, as reports of downed 
wires trickled in, mainly by 
word of mouth.

Although traffic was incred-
ibly light because of the storm 
, my day was mostly taken up 
with responding to numerous 
fender benders and filling out 
reports for each, and direct-
ing traffic around live wires 
that had come down. My tele-
phone service eventually went 
out, but not before Jay Lass 
called right around supper 
time.

“Happy New Year, Bronco. 
I hope I’m not interrupting 
your meal, but I wanted to 
talk to you while we still had 
phones.”

“You sound as tired as I 
feel, Jay. Busy day?”

“Haven’t slept since I saw 
you. Electric’s out in quite a 
few places around the county 
and the roads have been a 
mess, so plenty to do. And 
the Sheriff is pushing hard to 
come up with something on 

the two hit and runs.”
“Got anything new on 

them?”
“Not a thing. How about 

you?”
I explained to Jay that I 

hadn’t had much of an oppor-
tunity to follow up on Doc’s 
death, and shared with him 
my suspicions that someone 
had run over Doc intention-
ally. He didn’t seem surprised.

“I have the same impression 
about the Liberty incident,” he 
said.

We talked about trying to 
find any possible connec-
tion between the two victims, 
agreeing that it seemed im-
probable, promised to keep 
each other informed of devel-
opments, and hung up. 

The ice storm was certainly 
taking its toll on the electric 
and telephone lines all over the 
county, and by Saturday night, 
virtually the entire area was 
without power and phones. 
In Hurleyville and Loch Shel-
drake, trees were down in 
a dozen places, taking lines 
down with them. Throughout 
the night Saturday into Sun-
day, men with axes worked to 
clear the trees, aided only by 

the lights provided by nearby 
campfires they had built. I 
helped the best I could, even 
wielding an axe from time to 
time.

When I finally returned 
home shortly after dawn on 
Sunday, Jay Lass was waiting 
for me.

“I have something you just 
might find interesting,” he 
said excitedly as I got out of 
my car.

“And good morning to you, 
too, Deputy,” I said wearily, 
trying to sound peppier than 
I felt.

“Really, Bronc, this could 
be something important. Can 
we go inside?”

We went into the house, 
where Irene greeted us both 
and went about making cof-
fee and scrambling eggs for 
breakfast. 

“You men aren’t sleeping, 
but you have got to eat!” she 
said.

Jay Lass did not wait for 
food or even the coffee, 
spreading some papers on the 
kitchen table.

“I was restless, and could 
not get these two hit and run 
incidents off my mind,” he 

said. “So I did something that 
I have never done before. I 
was in Liberty anyway, help-
ing out with detouring traffic 
around downed trees and elec-
tric lines, so I decided to stop 
by the hospital. The body of 
the Liberty hit and run victim, 
Michael Noeth, was in the 
morgue, waiting for an autop-
sy, so I did some snooping.”

“Snooping? What exactly 
does that mean?”

“I started looking over the 
body, just to see if there was 
anything unusual I might no-
tice. And this is what I found.”

He shoved a piece of paper 
with a pencil sketch across the 
table to me.

“Could be nothing, but 
could be something.”

“What is it?” I asked, ro-
tating the paper on the table, 
trying to find the best light in 
order to determine what the 
sketch was supposed to depict.

“Darned if I know,” Jay 
said. “But that was the shape 
of an indentation right in the 
middle of his back. I’m no 
Doctor, but it looked fresh.”

“From the car that hit him, 
possibly?” I asked.

“Could be. Maybe we will 

know more when the autopsy 
is done. I heard Gerow say 
Dr. Gain will be doing it first 
thing tomorrow.”

Jay stayed for breakfast, but 
we ate in silence, sitting in the 
semi-darkness of the kitchen, 
basking in the steam of the 
piping hot coffee.

Finally, I spoke.
“Do you want to take a 

ride?”
Jay swallowed a forkful of 

scrambled eggs and looked at 
me quizzically.

“Where do you want to go?” 
he finally asked, but he asked 
in such a way that I got the 
feeling he already knew.

“I’m thinking of maybe tak-
ing a ride over to Monticello 
and having a look at Doc’s 
body. Maybe we’ll find some-
thing like this on it, too.”

“We could just wait for the 
autopsy,” Jay said.

“You’re right,” I said. 
“Makes sense to wait.”

An hour later, we gingerly 
pulled up the driveway to the 
Monticello Hospital.

The place was quiet, and 
nearly dark. Kerosene lamps 
provided the only light in the 
interior sections, where the 
daylight couldn’t reach. We 
walked down to the morgue 
without being noticed and 
quickly found Doc’s body.

I carefully uncovered it, and 
was shocked at how much 
smaller Doc looked. He had 
been a big man in life, as tall as 
me and nearly as broad. Now 
he looked more like a child. 
The body was mangled, and 
both arms and legs seemed 
askew. His legs both appeared 
to be badly broken just below 
the knee. We turned him over, 
and Jay turned his flashlight 
on.

Both of Doc’s calves had 
two large horizontal indenta-
tions running across the back 

of them, a couple of inches 
separating them vertically, 
like straps a few inches long 
and a couple of inches wide. 
His back was clearly broken, 
but there did not seem to be 
any marks at all, certainly 
nothing like the indentation 
Jay had found on the Liberty 
victim.

“Damn. I was sure we’d 
find that mark here, too.” I 
said as Jay turned the light off 
and helped me turn the body 
back around. 

“Hey, wait a minute!” he 
almost screamed. “Hold him 
right there.”

He fumbled with the light 
and got it lit again, shining it 
on the right side of Doc’s tor-
so, on his ribcage, about mid-
way between his waist and his 
underarm. 

“My God.”
“If that isn’t the exact same 

imprint, then I’m crazy.” Jay 
said. “In fact, it’s even clearer 
than the one on Noeth’s back.”

I stared on the mark for 
what seemed like a long time 
before I allowed myself to 
speak. I couldn’t believe what 
I was seeing, and I was afraid 
if I looked away it wouldn’t be 
there when I looked back.

Finally, I turned to face Jay.
“I think I know what this is. 

And if I’m right, I also know 
who hit our two victims.”

The New Year’s day ice 
storm that paralyzed much of 
Sullivan County in 1932 has 
not stopped Constable Bronco 
Kelly and Deputy Jay Lass 
from doing a little detective 
work, and possibly solving the 
hit and run deaths of “Doc” 
Van Keuren and Michael No-
eth. Don’t miss the thrilling 
conclusion of “Hit and Run” 
in the next edition of The Hur-
leyville Sentinel! 

Jay Lass didn’t wait for food or even coffee, but shoved a piece of paper with a pencil sketch 
across the table to me.

An Original Short Story Written by Jack Robbin 
Illustration by Carol Smith 

Based on Actual Events

Jack Halchak taught at Falls-
burg for 32 years, coaching 
a number of sports, includ-
ing baseball.

Jack played football in col-
lege and in a semi-profes-
sional league.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Upon retiring to Florida, Jack Halchak worked at the Boca 
West Golf Course where he relished playing golf with friends.



ship, they did not make 
the playoffs this year, fin-
ishing in last place over-
all. They had finished the 
first half of the regular 
season with a 15-15 re-
cord, tied for second just 
three games behind the 
Plattsburgh Redbirds, and 
seemed poised to repeat 
the strong finish they rode 
to the postseason crown 
last year.  

They never got on track 
after the All-Star break, 
however, and ended up 
the season with a 23-35 
record, 10 games out of 
first. There were some 
bright spots on the year, 
though, as relief pitcher 
Phillip Richmond posted 
a 5-1 record with 8 saves 
and a 2.97 earned run av-
erage. Billy Felo ended 
up 5-2 on the year, with 
65 strikeouts in 62 in-
nings pitched. Samuel 
Carter ended the season 
with a .342 batting av-
erage and Luc Pomales 
finished with three home 
runs and 27 runs batted 
in. Pomales also won the 
league’s Home Run Der-
by at the All-Star game.

The management and 
players of the Sullivan 
Explorers would like to 
thank all of the fans, play-
ers, families and friends 
for their support and look 
ahead to a great season 
next year.

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– The Sullivan Explor-
ers  ended their second 
season of play in the Em-
pire Professional Baseball 
League in August with a 
doubleheader sweep of 
the Old Orchard Beach 
Surge, winning 13-5 and 
2-1 on their home field.

The doubleheader 
sweep of the league’s 
regular season champions 
enabled the Explorers to 
close the season with five 
wins in the final seven 

game set with 
the Surge 
at Gener-
als Park, and 
gave them a 
total of eight 
wins in the 
second half 
of the season.

It was a 
positive fin-
ish to a rather 
dismal year. 
Not only did 
the Explorers 
fail to defend 
their 2016 
c h a m p i o n -
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor
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SOFTBALL SEASON ENDS IN 
FALLSBURG-AREA VICTORY

EXPLORERS END SEASON
ON POSITIVE NOTE

PHOTO PROVIDED 
The team representing Bum ‘n Kels from Loch Sheldrake captured its second straight B-
Division crown.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
L&B Tack outlasted the Discovery Diamonds to win their fifth consecutive A-Division cham-
pionship.

Nominations sought
for Special Coaching Award

SUNY SULLIVAN GRAPPLERS POISED FOR BIG YEAR

FALLSBURG – Falls-
burg Central High School 
has a long history of athletic 
achievement due in large 
part to the many excellent 
coaches that have mentored 
student athletes. In 2016 the 
Fallsburg Central School 
District (FCSD) Board of 
Education created a Wall 
of Coaching Distinction 
Plaque policy to honor those 
coaches who have made ex-
traordinary contributions or 
experienced superb accom-
plishments as members of 
the Fallsburg school com-
munity. To that end, the Dis-
trict has established a Wall 
of Coaching Distinction 
Plaque as a place of honor. 

In those instances where 
an individual’s contribution 

or accomplishments stand 
out as unique, enduring, and 
impacting, the Board of Ed-
ucation will consider adding 
the names of deserving indi-
viduals to the Wall of Coach-
ing Distinction Plaque. 

In this first year of recog-
nition, the District invites 
nominations from the school 
community.  Please take a 
moment and think about 
a Fallsburg coach you be-
lieve deserves this new rec-
ognition.  The Board is in 
the process of creating the 
plaque that will, ultimately, 
be placed by the gymnasium 
for all to see upon entering.

More detailed Information 
about the Wall of Coach-
ing Distinction Plaque is on 
the District website www.

fallsburgcsd.net under the 
District Menu item.  A short 
one page nomination form 
is included.  The only other 
material required are three 
letters of recommendation 
and 5-7 pieces of support in-
formation on the candidate.

If you have any questions, 
please contact Superinten-
dent Dr. Ivan Katz who can 
guide you through this pro-
cess.  He can be reached at 
845-434-6800, ext. 1215 
or ikatz@fallsburgcsd.net.  
This is a wonderful opportu-
nity to honor the outstanding 
men and women who have 
made a difference in the lives 
of so many young people on 
the athletic fields of Sullivan 
County and beyond.

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
The SUNY Sullivan Gener-
als wrestling squad will open 
its second season under the 
tutelage of Coach Anthony 
Ng on Friday, November 3 at 
the Ithaca invitational Tour-
nament in Providence, Rhode 
Island.

The two day tournament 
will be a stern test for the 
Generals, as it typically fea-
tures twelve teams from 
around the northeast. Ithaca 
College, which sponsors the 
event at Providence’s PC& 
T Center, is the defending 
champion, having crowned 
six individual champs last 
year, including 197-pounder 
Carlos Toribio, who was 
named Outstanding Wrestler.

Coach Ng had a busy off-
season, signing a number of 
accomplished wrestlers to 
stock his fledgling program. 
The team this season will 
feature four wrestlers who 
qualified for last year’s New 

York State High School Divi-
sion I championships.

Coach Ng is particularly 
deep at 165 pounds, 197 
pounds, and 285 pounds, 
where he has three capable 
wrestlers in each. Former 
Middletown standout Horace 
Duke, a Section IX Division I 
champion and NYS qualifier 

last season leads the way at 
285, where he will be pushed 
by two upstaters, Nate Rose 
from Fonda-Fultonville High 
School and Cody Swartout of 
Coxsackie-Athens.

Joshua Jean-Baptiste of 
East Ramapo High, Omar 
Yasin of Albany and Jake 
Aberk of Long Island will vie 

for the 197 slot and Kahhar 
Rouffai of Brooklyn, Anwaar 
Francis of the Bronx and 
Alen Reyes of Mount Vernon 
will compete at 165. Coach 
Ng hopes that Sullivan will 
be able to field a full squad 
this year for the first time 
since the program began.

The Generals follow up 

their season opening  two-
day trip to Rhode Island with 
a dual meet at SUNY Ulster 
in Stone Ridge on November 
10 and then participate in the 
New York State Intercolle-
giate Championships at Cor-
nell on November 20. They 
open their home season with 
a dual match against the Col-
lege of Mount Saint Vincent 
on November 30.

The only other home ap-
pearance for the season will 
be a return match against 
SUNY Ulster on January 24, 
2018.

In addition to its dual 
match schedule, the Generals 
will participate in three other 
tournaments in 2017-2018, 
including the Bob Quade Cy-
clone Open in Hackettstown, 
New Jersey on December 
3, the Long Island Open at 
SUNY Nassau on Decem-
ber 17 and the Wilkes Open 
at Wilkes College in Wilkes 
Barre, PA on December 22.
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By Angelee Santillo

Going into the 2017 Sulli-
van County Women’s Softball 
League season, two teams from 
the Hurleyville surrounding 
area, The Center for Discovery 
Diamonds and Bum & Kel’s, 
were early favorites to finish 
atop the A and B divisions, re-
spectively. As the final games 
came to a close in late August, 
after one of the longest seasons 
the league has seen in years, 
Bum & Kel’s clinched the B-
division championship prize 
for the second year in a row, 
and the Discovery Diamonds 
finished the A-division in sec-
ond place.

Bum & Kel’s made it out of 
the B-division as one of the top 
four teams, but the regular sea-
son saw another Fallsburg-area 
group, New Hope, finish first 
in the division. Going into the 
playoffs, Bum & Kel’s played 
team Courtyard of Roscoe, a 
contest that became a gruel-
ing three-game series. After 
barely defeating them the first 
night 19-17, Courtyard came 
the next day and served Bum 

& Kel’s a 26-11 defeat that 
many believed would stun the 
Loch Sheldrake team into an-
other defeat in game three and 
knock them out of the series. 
But Bummies came back the 
next night and rallied to win the 
playoff round and advance into 
the championship. Team New 
Hope, the B-division regular 
season champions, were kicked 
out in the playoff round by 
Matson Bar & Grill. 

With a trophy on the line and 
the pressure to win a repeat 
title as the reigning B-division 
champions, things didn’t get 
any easier for Bum & Kel’s in 
the final games. Matson Bar 
& Grill, an unlikely contender 
that proved themselves as the 
underdogs that could, took 
Bum & Kel’s to another three-
game series with a valiant effort 
that tested the division favor-
ites until the very end. Howev-
er, the seasoned team was able 
to escape the series with a final 
win over the newly assembled 
Matson team to be crowned, for 
the second year in a row, the B-
division champions of the Sul-
livan County Women’s Softball 

League.
Unfortunately, the Discov-

ery Diamonds did not have as 
successful a run. Although an 
early favorite to take the divi-
sion this year, the shadow of 
reigning champions L&B Tack 
remained over their heads the 
entire season. Going into the 
season, the coaches and play-
ers knew that L&B, a team 

that had remained A-division 
champions for four consecutive 
years, would not let them swipe 
the title easily.

By the end of the regular sea-
son, although finishing in sec-
ond place to L&B Tack in the 
division, the Discovery Dia-
monds were actually the only 
team to beat L&B – twice. They 
also ended the season without 
having been defeated more 
than once by a single team 
in either division.   With stats 
that impressive, the Diamonds 
headed into the playoff round 
against new rivals, team Welsh 
Cabin of Jeffersonville and, 
although the games were very 
close (17-13 the first night 
and 12-11 the second), were 
able to defeat Welsh’s in just 
two games, avoiding a third. 
L&B defeated league veterans 
Charlie’s Angels in two games 
that were also fairly close, and 
the A-division championship 
round saw a rematch of last 
year’s series.

The first night was played 
at the White Sulphur Springs 
Firemen’s Park, an unusual 
place for A-division champion-
ship games traditionally played 
at Collins Park, but the change 
in location did not keep fans 
from coming out to see final 
game between the two teams 

widely regarded as some of the 
best the league has ever seen. 
In front of such a large crowd, 
L&B Tack came out to defend 
that four-year title with a fury, 
winning 12-2 in seven innings 
with the only Diamonds runs 
scored on a single home run hit.

Hoping to force a game three 
and save face from the previ-
ous night, the Discovery Dia-
monds dug deep as the home 
team of the night to give L&B 
Tack a hard run into the final 
inning. With the score at 11-10 
L&B, after holding the reign-
ing champions at bay the entire 
game, the Discovery Diamonds 
failed to capitalize on their last-
ups and convert any additional 
runs. L&B Tack came out vic-
torious in one of the hardest 
games and teams they have 
faced in years to remain the A-
division champion of the Sul-
livan County Women’s Softball 
League for the fifth year in a 
row, an impressive showing 
that has been applauded across 
the league.

Bum & Kel’s, New Hope, 
and The Discovery Diamonds 
all finished the 2017 soft-
ball season at the top of the 
divisions and played incred-
ible softball, a feat each team 
should be immensely proud of.
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