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NEW YEAR BRINGS NEW
EXCITEMENT
by Amanda Loviza

TOWN OF FALLSBURG — It’s that time
of year—backpacks are
loaded, empty hallways
start buzzing, and teachers bid farewell to their
quiet time. Time to go
back to school, and local
teachers and administrators are feeling the excitement.
Dr. Keith Pomakoy,
newly appointed Vice
President for Academic
and Student Affairs at
SUNY Sullivan, had only
been on campus a few
days when classes began
Aug. 28. He rushed to
start his new post just so
he could be there when
the semester started.
“I really love seeing the
students come on campus,” Dr. Pomakoy said.
Faculty and staff put in
long hours to prepare the
buildings and grounds, organize curriculum and get
technology up and running before a new school
year, Dr. Pomakoy said,
but they always consider
it well worth it. SUNY
Sullivan kicked off its
new year with orientation
and a barbecue welcome
event at Morningside
Park, and the semester got
off to a smooth, excited
start.
“It seems that the mood
is contagious and the
mood is very positive,”
Dr. Pomakoy said. “It
says a lot about the faculty.”
In the Fallsburg Central
School District, Benjamin
Cosor Elementary School
is kicking off a special
year, celebrating its 50th
anniversary. To mark the
occasion, teachers and
students in the Positive
Behavior
Intervention
Services Program (PBIS)
and the Nature Trail Club
organized a school-wide
effort to paint rocks for an
anniversary display. The
school will also collect
memorabilia from alumni
to continue creative celebrations of the anniversary throughout this year.
At The Center for Discovery’s four school campuses, each school year
involves new logistical
and organizational chal-

lenges keeping up with
New York State Education
Department requirements
and coordinating with the
many school districts that
send students to TCFD.
The pace at The Center
“tends to be fast and furious,” said Kerri Muzuruk,
head of TCFD’s Sports
and Social Academy, so
she loves to see the staff
come back from their
two-week summer break
full of new energy.
“It is always so energizing to see the new and
fresh ideas each teacher
and their staff bring with
them when they return,”
Ms. Muzuruk said, adding that many teachers
stopped to see her and talk
about their latest plans in
the days before school
started. “It’s really great
to see the expertise and
creativity come to life.”
Across the four TCFD
schools, which have
students aged 5 to 21,
new projects range from
adopting classrooms in
Texas to send needed supplies to enriched science
curriculum to employment training in the community. Tom Mead, head
of the Thanksgiving Farm
and Community School,
is excited to see his first
student start employment
training. Harvest time on
the farm is also exciting
for everyone. Students
collect and sort apples
and eggs, weed the crops
and package farm products that The Center sells.
“It’s always exciting to
see how excited the students are to get back,” Mr.
Mead said.
As Dr. Pomakoy gets
used to walking the
grounds of SUNY Sullivan, he said he can feel
that Sullivan County is
heading places, and it’s
exciting to be a part of it.
Community colleges are
a place where he often
sees young parents guiding their small children
around campus with them,
and he loves knowing that
the school and parents are
inspiring children to pursue their own education.
“We have the ability to
transform people’s lives,”
Dr. Pomakoy said.
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Patrick Dollard, President and CEO of The Center for Discovery, addresses TCFD teachers and staff at an educational
conference day at the Michael Ritchie Big Barn in Hurleyville
on Tuesday, Sept. 5, in preparation for the first day of school
on Sept. 6.
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Rocks painted by students make a “50” to mark Benjamin
Cosor Elementary School’s 50th anniversary. The Fallsburg
Central School District will be celebrating BCES’s 50 years
throughout the school year in creative ways involving
students, staff and Fallsburg community. Alumni, family,
friends and community members are invited to participate
by sharing memorabilia from 1967-2017. Please contact
Principal Mary Kate Stinehour at 434-4110, ext. 3206 about
the project and visit the Facebook page “BCES Celebrating
50 Years of Memories.”

FCSD Superintendent Dr. Ivan Katz
talks about the new school year
in this exclusive interview

OUT OF CHAOS COMES NEW SIDEWALKS
by Amanda Loviza

HURLEYVILLE
–
Months of organized chaos
have given way to smooth
concrete and calm streets
as the sidewalk construction and renovation project on Main Street in Hurleyville wraps up.
The new sidewalks line
the east side of Main Street
from Thompson Street to
the municipal parking lots
in the center of the hamlet,
as well as filling in gaps between old sidewalks down
to the Hurleyville Makers Lab. The project was
funded largely through a
$100,000 grant awarded
by Senator John Bonacic’s
office, and it began in the
spring. Town Supervisor
Steve Vegliante said the
sidewalks look great, and
they provide a great service to the community.
“Overall, it’s one more
improvement to a hamlet
that’s getting better every
day,” Mr. Vegliante said.
“Anything we can do to
increase access for people

by Eli Ruiz

FALLSBURG – As always, Fallsburg Central
School District Superintendent Dr. Ivan Katz has high
hopes for his students and
staff during this new school
year.
“I’m hopeful that our
upward trend of student
achievement will continue,”
offered Dr. Katz in an email
exchange with The Sentinel.
“We, as a school district,
have made a multi-year effort to improve instruction
so that student achievement
would improve. Our rising
graduation rates have, in
my estimation, been a direct
result of these coordinated
efforts.”
Dr. Katz said he is also
looking forward to the
district’s capital building
project moving forward―a
$15.9 million buildout that
will replace and/or repair
various areas of the elementary and junior/senior high
schools, as described on the
district’s website. Voters approved the project in May.
Students at Fallsburg
have much more to look
forward to this year than the
recently approved building
project―expected to begin
sometime in 2018―though,
Dr. Katz explained.
“Since early spring, we
have been planning school
improvement strategies for
2017–18 that will improve
teaching and learning,” Dr.
Katz said. “The base strategy is to share and implement our ‘Key Features of
Instruction and Learning,’
in every classroom. This
strategy was developed
based on our vision statement. The base strategy will
detail what we expect to occur on a daily basis for every student.”
A former high school
English instructor with
the Liberty Central School
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Fallsburg Central School
District
Superintendent
Dr. Ivan Katz.

District, Dr. Katz will be
entering his twelfth year as
the leader of the county’s
third largest school district.
Asked the differences, for
him, between being a teacher and an administrator, Dr.
Katz said he believes he’s
still every bit the teacher
now that he was then.
“My classroom has just
changed...it’s bigger and
involves more people,” Dr.
Katz said. “I look forward
to working with kids, parents, staff members and the
entire school community to
create the best opportunities
for kids that we can, in and
out of the classroom.”
In Dr. Katz’s eyes, the
classroom is just the beginning of his students’
achievements.
“To our district’s students, I will say that I am
awed by the great things
that Fallsburg graduates
have done with their lives
and how so many have impacted this world so positively,” Dr. Katz said. “Our
Hall of Fame is a testament
to that. I look forward with
eager anticipation to the
great things our current
students will do when they
leave our schoolhouse gate,
ready to make their mark on
the world.”
For more information
about the Fallsburg Central School District, and for
complete details on the approved building project, go
to www.fallsburgcsd.net.
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The temporary chaos of construction has yielded new
sidewalks along a stretch of
the east side of Main Street.

who aren’t able-bodied,
that’s good.”
From people with disabilities to mothers with
baby carriages to elderly
residents, the new sidewalks make it far easier to
traverse the length of Main
Street. The Center for Discovery lent its expertise to
the project by commissioning the sidewalk design
and donating the engineering plans to the town. The
width, grades and slopes of
the new sidewalks are all
compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act,
said TCFD Vice President
for Operations and Administration David Fanslau,
who has experience with
municipal projects from
his seven years as a Sullivan County manager.
Previously, steps from
the municipal parking lot
toward the Pickled Owl
prevented anyone with
mobility challenges from
being able to use the sidewalk to get to businesses
on that part of Main Street,
Mr. Fanslau said. The
foundation of the Americans with Disabilities Act
is to remove physical barriers to participation, Mr.
Fanslau said, such as in
recreation and civic activities like visiting the
Milk Train Trail, town
basketball courts or the
Hurleyville Arts Centre.
Sidewalk renovations are a
step toward the hamlet of
Hurleyville realizing the
public policy goals of the
ADA, Mr. Fanslau said,
and that’s a good thing.
Construction of the sidewalks caused weeks of
lane closures along Main
Street and some creative
access to businesses like
the Hurleyville Market
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The construction on Main Street included two new parking
areas. This one is on the west side of Main Street.

and the Pickled Owl. Of
course residents get frustrated with construction
projects, particularly during summer, Mr. Vegliante
said, but it is something
that must be done in a region where construction
can only take place during the busy season. There
were no incidents during
construction that the supervisor knew of. The only
incomplete section now is
by the parking lot, which is
not quite finished. A traffic
light is also scheduled to
be installed.
Evan Allees, chef and
owner of the Pickled Owl,
admitted that it was a bit of
a burden to have sidewalk
construction clogging the
entrance to his restaurant,
so he is glad it’s over. It
probably kept a few people
from coming in during that
timeframe, Mr. Allees said,
but he says having the new

sidewalk is “absolutely”
better for the future.
“It was well worth it,”
Mr. Allees said.
Next year will come the
other side of the street—
Mr. Fanslau said The Center has engaged engineering design services for the
west side of Main Street,
from the Hurleyville Arts
Centre to Kile Farm Road.
A county TAP grant has
been awarded to fund the
construction of those sidewalks, which will probably
begin next summer.
But long before that happens, Mr. Vegliante said he
hopes the contractors on
the east side of Main Street
have fully wrapped up and
left town by mid-October,
so the residents can enjoy walking the streets of
their hamlet, patronizing
businesses and visiting the
newly paved rail trail.

“WHAT THE HILL” WENT ON IN HURLEYVILLE?
by Kathleen Sullivan, CHNA
member

HURLEYVILLE – The
Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance (CHNA)
hosted the third annual
“What the Hill?” friend raiser festival at the Hurleyville
Fire House on Sunday, August 27. The atmosphere was
festive as hundreds of community residents and visitors
enjoyed the perfect weather.
Exhibitors provided important information on environmental issues that will
arise from irresponsible development in our community, especially on Columbia
Hill. These issues include

possible harm to local wells
and municipal water supplies, storm water runoff,
discharge of treated water
into the Hurleyville marsh
wetland and an unsafe increase in the amount of local
traffic.
Festival-goers
enjoyed
live entertainment and there
were fun activities for kids
of all ages. Local artisans
and vendors were on hand to
share their creations.
CHNA extends its thanks
to everyone who helped
make the festival a great
success, including the Hurleyville Fire Department,
Perry Gips of PartyMaster,
Michael Schapiro of Snow
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Eric B. Gordon was one of the musical acts at the What the
Hill Friend Raiser.

H Productions, The Center
for Discovery and the many
volunteers who contributed
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One group of vendors at the What the Hill Friend Raiser on Sunday, August 27.

their time and their expertise.
CHNA volunteers are
dedicated to the preservation
of natural resources and the
rural character of Columbia
Hill and the neighboring
communities in the Towns
of Thompson and Fallsburg.
These goals can only be
achieved when steps are taken to ensure our community
infrastructure is balanced
and sustainable.
Visit CHNA at www.columbiahill.org or on Facebook for more information
on the Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance.
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by Jane Harrison
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Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC
HONORS

C

ongratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School
Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State
Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Association (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition. Ms.
Barber and the award recipients are hard at work rehearsing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, December 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.
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SCHOOL’S IN AROUND THE WORLD
by Heather Gibson

HURLEYVILLE – “Back
to school, back to school!”
“Back to class and homework and following the
rules. And lunch and gym!
Hey, it’s very cool, I’m glad
to be back in school.”
Children all over the
world just began the new
school year, just like you
did! Do you ever wonder
about schools around the
world? How are they different from our schools here in
New York?
In France, math and science – especially physics
– are only studied by those
students with the very best
grades. Students attend
very long school days from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and even
go to school on Saturdays.
However, they get Wednesdays off and have two hour
lunch breaks.
School is free in France
and this is especially helpful to college students who
wish to study. Grades are
posted publically on bulletin boards outside of the
classrooms, so anyone can
see what grade you just received! While this might be
embarrassing to some, it is
certainly good incentive to
keep those grades up.
In Spain, there are mixed
levels of ability and age in
each classroom. There are
no AP classes. This makes it
harder for brighter children
to advance, but it also cuts
down on bullying. When
you enter a classroom, you
are with those kids of all
different ages throughout
your school years, and so
you become like a family to
one another in many ways.
Due to the continued close
friendships, these students
tend to get along better and
stick up for one another.
Students in classrooms stay
put, and it’s the teachers that
move around from classroom to classroom. There

GRAPHIC COUTESY WEB-JAPAN.ORG

In Japan, children are required to complete just nine years
of education. However, almost all students (98% in 2014) go
on to high school.

is a split session during the
day, which allows students
to go home for lunch, because you can’t bring your
lunch to school.
In India, the biggest difference is how many classmates a student has in class.
While we average about
20-30 kids per class here in
the USA, children in India
share their classroom with
50 other students. Sports
and extra- curricular activities are offered but they
aren’t deemed very important. Students aren’t praised
for being a good athlete;
instead they are praised
for being bright students.
Therefore, the structure of
study and the school day is
very rigid. Public schools
often lack good infrastructure and facilities and so
most parents prefer to send
their kids to private school,
though it is very expensive. Students in India do
not have lockers for their
books. They carry their
heavy books everywhere
they go. In India, unlike in
France, math and science is
not an option, but the main

Fallsburg Schools Begin
Second Year of Volunteer
in Classroom Program
FALLSBURG – After a
successful introduction of the
Volunteer in the Classroom
(VIC) Program last year,
Fallsburg Central School
District is inviting community members to become volunteers at both Fallsburg Jr/
Sr High School and Benjamin
Cosor Elementary School.
On Monday, September
11, 2017 at 10 a.m., Superintendent Dr. Ivan Katz will
welcome prospective volunteers and explain the formal
training involved. A few returning volunteers will speak
about their experiences supporting teachers and children
during the past year.
Feedback on the VIC Pro-

gram from building Principals, teachers, staff and students has been very positive.
The initial class of volunteers
was excited about the opportunity to serve the children
and the District. They look
forward to the new year and
a chance to share their enthusiasm with members of the
community.
Light refreshments will be
served at the September 11
meeting in the Board Room
of the Jr/Sr High School. For
further information, to respond to this invitation, or to
receive a volunteer application form, please contact Dr.
Katz at (845) 434-6800, ext.
1215.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Fallsburg’s Volunteers in the Classroom from 2016-2017
were honored by the Board of Education. In the photo (left
to right) are Sonya Smith, Diosdado Santiago, Heather Manor, Fallsburg Board of Education President Debra Barbiani,
FCSD Superintendent Dr. Ivan Katz, Hermine Abreu, Christina Frunzi, and Shawn Ferris.

area of study.
In Japan, there are no
school buses to ride, and
99% of students walk or
ride their bikes to school.
Most of them don’t ride
very far because there is a
school every few miles. In
high school, they may attend school across town
and take a bus or train. The
teacher is in full control
of the class and discipline
is decided by that teacher.
There is no getting sent out
of the room to the principal,
because in Japan there is a
rule that you can’t ask a student to leave your class.
In the Japanese culture,
one takes off one’s shoes
upon entering a Japanese
family’s home. In school,
it is the same. There are no
lockers for books, but there
are shoe lockers at the front
doors which hold all students’ shoes until the end
of the school day. Students
in Japan never leave their
homeroom class and when
it is lunch time they can eat
in homeroom or go home
for lunch, but there is no
cafeteria.
There is also a strict no
junk food policy, so what
comes into school must be
approved food. However,
they say there are a few rebels that sneak junk food into
their book bags. There are
no janitors in the Japanese
school system, instead the
chores of cleaning are the
students’ responsibility and

built into the school day.
This allows each student to
work on vocational skills,
which are so important as
they enter the work force.
The students in many of
these countries wear uniforms to school, though
some only have uniforms
in private schools, just like
in our country. Most countries typically get a summer break, and some countries take a break every few
weeks.
There are countries in
Africa that are struggling
to maintain a school system for children. They lack
teachers, supplies, and the
infrastructure to operate a
school system. While Africa is constantly trying to
improve its education system, the class system and
basic survival in local villages often depends upon
the children working at
home from a very young
age to help with things like
farming.
Sometimes
children
aren’t very happy about going back to school. Summer
is filled with a lot of fun activities like swimming, and
camp, so it’s understandable
that the freedom of summer
is preferred by most to the
structure of a school day.
However, it’s important to
guide all students in a way
that allows them to visualize their future just a bit.
Questions like, “what do
you want to be when you
grow up?” allow children to
understand how school can
help them attain that goal.
Extra-curricular activities
are a great way to continue
the summer fun by getting
involved with sports teams
or after school clubs. The
sky is the limit when children tap into their imagination and creativity. They
should all reach for the
moon, and if all else fails
they will land upon a star!
Although the classroom
and students may look different from country to country, one thing is for sure,
every student has a dream
and many of them will look
up into the night’s sky and
wish upon the same star;
whether a student in France
or Spain or India or Japan,
or a student in Hurleyville.
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A FONDNESS FOR NEWSPAPERS
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – Myron
Gittell admits he has a fondness for newspapers. That’s
one of the reasons the Board
member of the Sullivan
County Historical Society
spearheaded the recent exhibit of old Sullivan County
newspapers at the County
Museum in Hurleyville.
“We’ve got thousands of
newspapers in our archives,”
Mr. Gittell said. “No one
could ever imagine the extent of the collection. Even
those who use the archives
for research likely only see a
fraction of what we have, so
I thought we should show it
[the collection] off.”
So Mr. Gittell spent a recent Saturday greeting dozens of visitors to the Museum
and sharing with them various anecdotes about more
than a century of newspapers, dozens of which were
mounted under glass or on
display boards in the Museum’s expansive exhibit area.
Mr. Gittell says that, while
most people would be hard
pressed to name more than a
handful of them today, Sulli-

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY

Myron Gittell of the Sullivan County Historical Society explains to visitors one of several displays in the Society’s
newspapers exhibit.

van County has been home to
more than 30 different newspapers over the years. These
include the Sullivan County
Whig, the county’s first paper, which began publishing
in Bloomingburg in 1821,
before eventually moving
to Monticello and morphing
into the Republican Watchman, and the Evening News,
which was for a short time

during World War II the only
daily newspaper ever published in the county.
As unlikely as it might
seem today, Mr. Gittell points
out, dozens of communities
in the county once supported
their own papers, including
Wurtsboro, White Lake, Livingston Manor, Narrowsburg
and Hurleyville. And a few
communities have had more

than one paper at the same
time.
For example, Monticello,
the county’s largest community almost from the beginning, has been home to the
Chronicle, the Herald, the
Republican, the Republican
Watchman, the Bulletin, and
the Evening News. The Independent, the Register, the
Gazette, and others have
been published in Liberty.
Douglas, the only city in
Sullivan County’s history,
once had the Journal and the
Gazette. Jeffersonville was
home to the Record, as well
as the Volksblatt, a German
language paper. The hamlet
of Callicoon was also at one
time home to two newspapers, the Callicoon Echo and
the Sullivan County Democrat.
One by one these newspapers fell by the wayside, and
while as late as the 1960s,
there were still nearly a dozen papers in Sullivan County,
nearly all of them were gone
by the end of the Century.
Now, thanks to the Historical
Society’s recent display, at
least they are not forgotten.

A Summer of Learning

PHOTO BY AMANDA LOVIZA

Kebba Darboe, left, picks fresh basil for Sunset House chef
Shay Moloney. Ms. Moloney takes fresh herbs and vegetables straight from the garden to include in meals for The
Center for Discovery residents at Sunset House in Harris.

GARDEN THRIVES AT SUNSET
by Amanda Loviza

HARRIS, N.Y. – The staff at
one Center for Discovery house is
hoping that their excitement over
their garden will catch on with
other TCFD houses and the community at large.
TCFD staff member Kebba
Darboe started a raised bed vegetable garden for the residents at
Sunset House with just two boxes.
This year they’ve already expanded the garden to five raised beds,
and he hopes it will continue to
grow. Sunset House houses about
a dozen men, who are mostly
wheelchair-bound but love to get
outside and water the garden and
monitor the plants’ progress.
Gardening is good for anyone,
said Mr. Darboe, who comes from
a farming family.
“We are so happy about our
garden,” Mr. Darboe said. “This
is something we enjoy doing. We

use it as an activity for our guys.”
The Center for Discovery already grows fresh vegetables
for residents at its Thanksgiving
Farm, but the hands-on approach
is more interesting for residents,
Mr. Darboe said. And house chef
Shay Moloney loves being able to
walk outside and grab fresh basil
or mint for a meal. Her kitchen
scraps are creating a very effective compost.
Ms. Moloney found some old
potatoes in the pantry, and they
planted them in the garden as an
experiment; the potatoes are now
overwhelming their boxes. It’s all
been one big experiment, Mr. Darboe said, and they look forward to
improving it each year. It gets the
residents outside, and produces
quality food. He hopes that others,
at The Center and beyond, will be
inspired by their garden and create
their own.

FALLSBURG – For the past
several summers, the Migrant
Education Program at Fallsburg
Central School District has provided a three week teaching program to support the learning of
children from migrant families
living in the District and in Liberty. This summer, 33 students
came from Fallsburg and 11 from
Liberty. Daily classes at Benjamin Cosor Elementary School
went from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
from Monday to Thursday, July 5
through July 27. On the evening
of July 25, Director of Mid-Hudson Migrant Education Maryellen
Whittington-Couse welcomed
families to celebrate the successes
of the children.
The program’s main purpose
is to reinforce skills in common
core subjects and review previously learned material from
the school year. FCSD Teacher
Veronica Serrano administered
the program with the support of
Migrant Ed staff Malvina Saavedra and Greyssy Iraheta. Three
classrooms for grades K-2, 3-5,
and 6-8 were run by Saira Aigala,
Evan Jenkins and Melissa Antunes. District employee Isabel
Mejia and Valerie Cascino were
SUNY New Paltz student interns
in each classroom.
The evening celebration fea-

PHOTO PROVIDED

Fallsburg sixth grade student Aryany Mercado (left)
and Migrant Ed teacher Ms.
Malvina Saavedra.

tured singing, dancing and plays
by the three student sections,
much to the delight of the families. Visits to each classroom
showed beautiful posters and
collages demonstrating the rich
cultural heritages of the different
Central and South American republics that are the native homes
of these students. It was special
to see parents and siblings sitting
at desks and reading the posters
amidst the smiles of the proud
students.
The evening ended with pizza
in the school cafeteria. It was a
sweet way to conclude an evening
of family and cultural pride, and
the honoring of learning by some
very happy children.
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tion of Loch Sheldrake and Lawrence, Herbert BilHurleyville roads. A brother lowitz, George Schmuckler,
of Miss Hillman was Milton Schmuckler, Betty
drowned ten days ago while Simmons, and Paul Raskin.
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Pond.
Breaks Ankle When Pet
Dog Trips her
High School Notes from
the Announcer
Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
PHOTO PROVIDED
Roscoe,
the flag
better
team,
The American
hangs
between the ladder trucks at the
memorial service for Jack Halchak Jr. with the Sullivan
won.
County
Veterans
Hurleyville
was. the first to
score when our dashing forward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots. Immediately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0. At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring ability and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

have seen it where you can-

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!
• Space heaters (electric or
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bedding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe distance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recommendations.
• If you have a kerosene space
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
Hurleyville
have seen itChief
whereAlan
you Price
canHortonville parade.

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will produce deadly CO.
• I have seen people plug
power strips into power
strips with multiple extension cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will overheat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described
above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in responding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO detector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morningside Lake Feb.11, 2017.
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A little later, the TruthseekOn Christmas Eve, the en- ers’ Club of Mountaindale
gagement of Miss Marion sang Christmas carols under
Metcalf of Monticello, to the windows of the sick in all
Edward Reynolds, son of three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

A few easy steps can save your life!
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Deke smiled weakly. He
September 2017
was madly in love with Janice and there were plenty of
things he was looking forward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
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Needless to say, he slept little tion, and the hills looked well
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good).
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friends, pear
his teamto find
more
Huron the surface may haunt
Griff,
Bonnie
Makofsky,
Les
Witherel,
Meredith
Makofsky,
Helen
CarlWhen he returned to the
College in Connecticut (Univertime to manage the
health club mates and his players. you hours, days, or even weeks
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son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl KolStates
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the war,Jr.,Perk
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coaching
John “Jack”
the was
the road.
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son of John Halchak and Mary
Mudry, was born on August 26,
1927 in Derby Connecticut.
Upon graduation from high
school he joined the United

he played on the school’s football team.
Upon graduation from college, Jack embarked on an out-

Jack Halchak taught at Fallsburg for 32 years, coaching
a number of sports, including baseball.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Upon retiring to Florida, Jack Halchak worked at the Boca
West Golf Course where he relished playing golf with friends.

standing career in education and
athletics.
Jack played semi-pro football in Ansonia, Connecticut.
Allan Webb and Rosey Grier
of the New York Giants, Nick
Pietrosante of the Detroit Lions
and Andy Robustelli of the Los
Angeles Rams were among the
football legends Jack played
with.
Jack taught physical education and driver education in the
Fallsburg School District for 32
years. While at Fallsburg he
was always ready to coach any
sports team. Baseball, basketball, swimming and golf were
among the sports he coached. He
earned recognition for his ardent
support of the DUSO League.
A lifetime member of the Hurleyville Fire Department for 57
years, Jack served as president of
the department from 1967-1972.
He was a charter member of the

supervised adult physical education and swimming programs.
A longtime member of Kiwanis, Jack and his wife of 37
years, Aileen, the Lt. Governor
of Kiwanis, continued to participate in service projects and fundraising efforts to provide for the
needs of children worldwide.
Jack participated in a variety of sports, but he especially
favored golf and hunting. He
played in the Twilight Leagues
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at
Lochmor Golf Course. He loved
golf so much that he built a putting green in his backyard in
Woodbourne. Jack also enjoyed
owning and racing horses.
A third baseman for the Hurleyville Fire Department softball
team, Jack bowled with the department, too. He also played for
the Bend-N-Elbow Old-Timers
in the Monticello softball league.
A great sense of humor and
the ability to live life to the fullest always made Jack the life of
the party. He was well-known
by chefs at the casinos where he
liked winning games and enjoying a good meal.
Jack and Aileen retired to
Florida where he worked at Boca
West Golf course and continued
to relish playing rounds with

and retirement to the fullest,”
remembers his son, Jack. “Look
up coaching in the dictionary
and you’ll find his picture. Look
up retirement and you’ll find his
picture again.”
Jack was eighty-nine when he
passed away on Tuesday, June
27, 2017 in Boca Raton, Florida,
after a valiant battle with heart
disease.
Jack is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.

Jack played football in college and in a semi-professional league.

Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hurleyville.
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will participate in three other
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tournaments in 2017-2018,
York State High School Divi- last season leads the way at for the 197 slot and Kahhar including the Bob Quade Cy285, where he will be pushed Rouffai of Brooklyn, Anwaar clone Open in Hackettstown,
sion I championships.
Coach Ng is particularly by two upstaters, Nate Rose Francis of the Bronx and New Jersey on December
deep at 165 pounds, 197 from Fonda-Fultonville High Alen Reyes of Mount Vernon 3, the Long Island Open at
pounds, and 285 pounds, School and Cody Swartout of will compete at 165. Coach SUNY Nassau on DecemNg hopes that Sullivan will ber 17 and the Wilkes Open
where he has three capable Coxsackie-Athens.
Joshua Jean-Baptiste of be able to field a full squad at Wilkes College in Wilkes
wrestlers in each. Former
Middletown standout Horace East Ramapo High, Omar this year for the first time Barre, PA on December 22.
Duke, a Section IX Division I Yasin of Albany and Jake since the program began.
The Generals follow up
champion and NYS qualifier Aberk of Long Island will vie
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By Angelee Santillo

By Angelee Santillo

Going into the 2017 Sullivan County Women’s Softball
League season, two teams from
the Hurleyville surrounding
area, The Center for Discovery
Diamonds and Bum & Kel’s,
were early favorites to finish
atop the A and B divisions, respectively. As the final games
came to a close in late August,
after one of the longest seasons
the league has seen in years,
Bum & Kel’s clinched the Bdivision championship prize
for the second year in a row,
and the Discovery Diamonds
finished the A-division in second place.
Bum & Kel’s made it out of
the B-division as one of the top
four teams, but the regular season saw another Fallsburg-area
group, New Hope, finish first
in the division. Going into the
playoffs, Bum & Kel’s played
team Courtyard of Roscoe, a
contest that became a grueling three-game series. After
barely defeating them the first
night 19-17, Courtyard came
the next day and served Bum

The team representing Bum
Division crown.

SUNY SULLIVAN GRAPPLERS POISED FOR BIG YEAR
by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE –
The SUNY Sullivan Generals wrestling squad will open
its second season under the
tutelage of Coach Anthony
Ng on Friday, November 3 at
the Ithaca invitational Tournament in Providence, Rhode
Island.
The two day tournament
will be a stern test for the
Generals, as it typically features twelve teams from
around the northeast. Ithaca
College, which sponsors the
event at Providence’s PC&
T Center, is the defending
champion, having crowned
six individual champs last
year, including 197-pounder
Carlos Toribio, who was
named Outstanding Wrestler.
Coach Ng had a busy offseason, signing a number of
accomplished wrestlers to
stock his fledgling program.
The team this season will
feature four wrestlers who
qualified for last year’s New
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By c h a m p i o n the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts championship?
Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing!
“We usually make playoffs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a championship yet.”
They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this winter and that, although confiPHOTO PROVIDED
dent in their team’s
Third ability
Baseman Luc Pomales
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title.
In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhatintimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly
conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
PHOTO PROVIDED
from the bar. There’s
a goodSamuel Carter
Outfielder
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy.
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Pitcher Phillip Richmond

ship, they did not make
the playoffs this year, finishing in last place overall. They had finished the
first half of the regular
season with a 15-15 record, tied for second just
three games behind the
Plattsburgh Redbirds, and
seemed poised to repeat
the strong finish they rode
to the postseason crown
last year.
They never got on track
after the All-Star break,
however, and ended up
the season with a 23-35
record, 10 games out of
first. There were some
bright spots on the year,
though, as relief pitcher
Phillip Richmond posted
a 5-1 record with 8 saves
and a 2.97 earned run average. Billy Felo ended
up 5-2 on the year, with
65 strikeouts in 62 innings pitched. Samuel
Carter ended the season
with a .342 batting average and Luc Pomales
finished with three home
runs and 27 runs batted
in. Pomales also won the
league’s Home Run Derby at the All-Star game.
The management and
players of the Sullivan
Explorers would like to
thank all of the fans, players, families and friends
for their support and look
ahead to a great season
next year.

Nominations sought
for Special Coaching Award

FALLSBURG – Fallsburg Central High School
has a long history of athletic
achievement due in large
part to the many excellent
coaches that have mentored
student athletes. In 2016 the
Fallsburg Central School
District (FCSD) Board of
Education created a Wall
of Coaching Distinction
Plaque policy to honor those
coaches who have made extraordinary contributions or
experienced superb accomplishments as members of
the Fallsburg school community. To that end, the District has established a Wall
of Coaching Distinction
Plaque as a place of honor.
In those instances where
an individual’s contribution

or accomplishments stand
out as unique, enduring, and
impacting, the Board of Education will consider adding
the names of deserving individuals to the Wall of Coaching Distinction Plaque.
In this first year of recognition, the District invites
nominations from the school
community. Please take a
moment and think about
a Fallsburg coach you believe deserves this new recognition. The Board is in
the process of creating the
plaque that will, ultimately,
be placed by the gymnasium
for all to see upon entering.
More detailed Information
about the Wall of Coaching Distinction Plaque is on
the District website www.

fallsburgcsd.net under the
District Menu item. A short
one page nomination form
is included. The only other
material required are three
letters of recommendation
and 5-7 pieces of support information on the candidate.
If you have any questions,
please contact Superintendent Dr. Ivan Katz who can
guide you through this process. He can be reached at
845-434-6800, ext. 1215
or ikatz@fallsburgcsd.net.
This is a wonderful opportunity to honor the outstanding
men and women who have
made a difference in the lives
of so many young people on
the athletic fields of Sullivan
County and beyond.

