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HURLEYVILLE – On 
Tuesday, November 5, resi-
dents of Legislative District 
6, which includes Hur-
leyville, will go to the polls 
to elect their representative 
on the Sullivan County Leg-
islature. In a rematch from 
four years ago, incumbent 
Luis Alvarez, the Republi-
can candidate, and Miranda 
Behan, the challenger and 
Democrat and Working 
Families candidate, will 
once again face each other. 
Mr. Alvarez won the seat in 
2015 by 85 votes. 

The Hurleyville Sentinel 
met with each candidate to 
hear their plans and hopes 
for the district and the 
county, and those plans and 
hopes are presented here:

Miranda Behan 

Miranda Behan is run-
ning for the second time on 
the Democrat and Work-
ing Families tickets. Back 
in 2015, she stated as her 
priorities: “Our Legisla-
ture should focus on small 
businesses coming in and 
keeping them… Small busi-
nesses can offer jobs that 
can help our kids get work 
experience.”

When asked if, in the four 
years since her first run, she 
had seen any changes in the 

country that affected her 
sense of priority, Ms. Behan 
said: 

“Well, I’ve seen more 
people leaving; they can’t 
afford the taxes. It’s getting 
harder than it’s been in the 
past.” 

Her priorities remain the 
same: “Small businesses are 
forgotten. Big businesses 
get exemptions; small busi-
nesses get nothing. They’re 
struggling, and they’re the 
backbone of the area.”

Her policy prescriptions 
for attracting and sustain-
ing business activity in the 
county focus on taxation. 
She believes the Legislature 
must create tax incentives to 
attract and keep small busi-
nesses. Legislators need to 
critically examine property 
tax rates, as well. 

When asked if there was 
one measure she could 
magically enact in this very 
moment, what would it be, 
Ms. Behan responded: 

“Revenue sharing,” she 
says, referring to the shar-
ing of a portion of the sales 
tax revenue the county col-
lects with the towns and 
villages. “I would do tax 
sharing. I think that’s very 
important.”

Other specific policy pro-
posals she favors include 
staggered terms for legisla-
tors, about which she said, 
“I believe we should have 

staggered terms. It was pro-
posed and voted down, but 
if all the legislators change 
at one time, you have to 
have somebody there who 
knows the ropes. You need 
continuity.”

Staggering legislative 
terms was recommended by 
the Charter Review Com-
mission in 2017, along with 
the transition to a County 
Executive form of govern-
ment for Sullivan County. 
About the latter, Ms. Behan 
said, “I believe that could 
work.”

She emphasized that, as 
someone who has lived 
in Sullivan County for 44 
years, who has raised a fam-
ily here and seen her family 
struggle to maintain a small 
business (an auto repair 
shop in Hurleyville), she is 
mainly concerned with the 
county’s viability for fami-
lies and small businesses. 

She said it’s vitally im-
portant to expand the at-
tractiveness and sense of 
possibility of the region, 
for people to move here and 
stay here long-term, con-
tributing to a sense of co-
herent community.

“How many more people 
do we have to lose, how 
many more have to move 
away, before someone 
from the Legislature says, 
‘Enough! We need to some-
thing to help our people.’ 

That’s what I’m going to 
do… I’m ready to fight. If 
nobody fights for us, even-
tually everyone’s going to 
move away from here.”

When asked who, among 
politicians and civic lead-
ers, she has been inspired 
by in her life, Ms. Behan 
said President Kennedy.  
“The way he spoke… That 
still inspires me.” 

In fact, she echoed Presi-
dent Kennedy’s inaugural 
address, saying: “Person-
ally, I’m not in it for what 
I can get. I’m in it to do 
something good for others, 
to do something good for 
the county.”

Her final message for 
Hurleyville: “Please come 
out and vote. Every vote 
counts. We can’t change 
anything if you don’t come 
out and vote.”

Luis Alvarez

Republican Luis Alvarez 
has been the District 6 rep-
resentative on the Sullivan 
County Legislature, as well 
as the Chairman of the Leg-
islature, for the past four 
years. Running for the first 
time in 2015, he declared: 
“We want businesses to feel 
welcomed - like they made 
the right choice by coming 
here… We need to focus 
on housing, infrastructure, 
communications and trans-
portation. These are big is-
sues.”

When asked last week 
what he saw as the signal 
achievements of his four-
year term, Mr. Alvarez cited 
a balanced budget, a reduc-
tion of property taxes coun-
ty-wide, the ratification of 
union contracts with county 
employees, the completion 

of construction on a new 
County Jail in Monticello, 
and a reduction in landfill 
fees by one-third.

Mr. Alvarez said he has 
strived to make the work of 
the Legislature both more 
transparent (via live-stream-
ing of legislative sessions on 
the Internet) and more colle-
gial – “We have worked so 
hard to work together, to go 
forward” – and feels it has 
borne fruit in less partisan-
ship and greater consensus 
in the decision-making pro-
cess. 

He also stressed the neces-
sity of team-building across 
all levels of county gover-
nance.

“County legislators, coun-
ty manager, government 
agencies, community part-
ners, towns and villages, all 
have to work together as a 
team; if you don’t have all 
of these together, this is not 
going to work,” he said.

On the issue of revenue 
sharing (the County allo-
cating a portion of the sales 
tax revenue it collects back 
to the towns), Mr. Alvarez 
was unequivocally against 
such a measure, as tax rev-
enue, he says, is critical to 
the county meeting both its 
budget commitments and 
projects and policies that 
come in the form of State 
mandates. 

In lieu of revenue shar-

ing, he says, the discretion-
ary funds left at the end of a 
budget cycle can be shared 
with the towns. 

Mr. Alvarez says the em-
phasis should not be on rev-
enue sharing but on the shar-
ing of services.

“The key element to work 
with the towns is sharing 
services. We share equip-
ment, material, repairs, 
manpower…” 

He said he’d like to see an 
increase in service-sharing 
arrangements across the 
county. 

On the specific recom-
mendations of the Charter 
Review Commission, Mr. 
Alvarez is against changing 
over to a County Executive 
model, favoring instead the 
consensus-oriented gover-
nance style of the legislative 
team.

On the issue of staggered 
terms for legislators, he is 
“in favor of letting the pub-
lic tell us what they want; 
I’m in favor of a referen-
dum.” 

A proposal to hold a refer-
endum on this issue has yet 
to be approved by the Legis-
lature, but Mr. Alvarez says 
that legislators have to listen 
to what the public wants, 

and cited letters, e-mail, and 
speaking at public meetings 
as means of communicating 
public opinion on this mat-
ter. 

Given four more years, he 
says he would like to see a 
further reduction in prop-
erty and county taxes, an 
increased emphasis on ser-
vice-sharing, and a greater 
focus on tourism as a gen-
erator of Sullivan County 
business.

“I want to see the county 
prosper as much as possi-
ble,” he says.

When asked if there was 
one measure he could magi-
cally enact in this very mo-
ment what would it be, Mr. 
Alvarez said he would do 
something to improve the 
conditions of county em-
ployees. 

“It is important that county 
employees receive a decent 
salary, otherwise we lose 
manpower and you have the 
expense of starting all over 
again with new people.”

And to the question of 
whether there is a politician 
or public servant that has 
been inspirational for him, 
Mr. Alvarez replied, “Gen-
eral George S. Patton. He 
got it done - no nonsense!”

A REMATCH IN DISTRICT 6
Miranda Behan Challenges Legislator Luis Alvarez

PHOTO PROVIDED
Current District 6 Legislator 
Luis Alvarez.

PHOTO PROVIDED
District 6 Challenger Miran-
da Behan

TWO BIG COUNTY-WIDE RACES ON ELCTION DAY
County Court Judge, County Clerk Positions Open

SULLIVAN UNVEILS MASTER PLAN
Major Upgrades Planned in Several Areas

by Win Hadley

MONTICELLO – The 
2019 election in Sullivan 
County features races for all 
nine seats on the County Leg-
islature, myriad town races 
including town supervisors, 
and two county-wide races 
of great interest, both brought 
about by the retirement of in-
cumbents.

A County Coroner position 
is also up for election this 

year, with two term incum-
bent Alan Kesten, a Republi-
can, running unopposed.

Sullivan County Clerk 
Daniel L. Briggs is retiring at 
the end of the year, deciding 
not to seek re-election after 
12 years in the office. Former 
Sullivan County Legislator 
and ex-Monticello Village 
Manager David Sager of Jef-
fersonville is running on the 
Democratic line in the contest 
to replace Mr. Briggs, while 

Deputy County Clerk Russell 
Reeves, a councilman in the 
Town of Liberty and former 
acting Supervisor of the town, 
is the Republican candidate. 
Mr. Sager will also have the 
Working Families party line, 
while Mr. Reeves is also run-
ning on the Conservative and 
Independence Party lines.

It is the first contested elec-
tion for County Clerk in Sulli-
van County since 2007, when 
Mr. Briggs defeated Demo-

crat Neil Gilberg by just over 
1100 votes. Mr. Briggs then 
ran unopposed in 2011 and 
2015.

Sullivan County Court 
Judge Frank LaBuda is also 
retiring at the end of the year, 
having reached the manda-
tory retirement age of 70 for 
judges in New York State. 
Longtime Sullivan County 
District Attorney Jim Farrell 
is the Republican candidate 
in that race, while Mamakat-

ing attorney and Town Justice 
Cynthia Dolan is the Demo-
crat. County Court judges 
serve ten-year terms.

Hurleyville is part of the 
County Legislature’s District 
6, which this year will feature 
a rematch between incumbent 
Republican Luis Alvarez and 
Democrat Miranda Behan. 
Mr. Alvarez won the seat in 
2015 by 85 votes. Each can-
didate’s views are outlined in 
another article in this edition.

Other parts of the town of 
Fallsburg are included in Dis-
trict 7, currently represented 
by Republican Joe Perrello, 
and District 8, represented 
by Democrat Ira Steingart. In 
another rematch of four years 
ago, Mr. Perrello is being 
challenged by former Legis-
lator Gene Benson, the Dem-
ocrat he unseated in 2015. 
Mr. Steingart, is running un-
opposed.

by John Conway

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– Officials at SUNY Sulli-
van unveiled a $64 million 
Master Plan on September 
24, an ambitious undertak-
ing that would call for more 
than $48.5 million in capital 
improvements and $16 mil-
lion in remediation work.

Officials say the Master 
Plan addresses three ma-
jor objectives: ensuring the 
College’s existing facilities 
can accommodate predicted 

enrollment and instruction-
al requirements; providing 
new facilities to enhance 
enrollment, improve stu-
dent retention,  and increase 
the College’s academic 
resources; and providing 
facilities to maintain, rein-
force and increase the Col-
lege’s value to students, 
Sullivan County, and the lo-
cal community.

The remediation work 
outlined in the plan would 
include drilling additional 
geothermal wells and the 

replacement of obsolete 
heat pumps and chillers that 
currently make up part of 
the geothermal heating and 
cooling system. The plan 
also calls for increasing the 
availability of domestic hot 
water throughout the cam-
pus, replacing all the win-
dows remaining from the 
original construction, and 
replacing at least one roof.

Capital work includes an 
addition to the Paul Gerry 
Fieldhouse and a new main 
entrance for the College, as 

well as classroom enhance-
ments and significant up-
grades to culinary program 
space and to the Seelig The-
atre.

“The Theater and Per-
forming Arts program is 
poised to become a major 
influence in recruitment for 
the college,” officials note. 
“It is thought that with a 
modest capital investment 
the program could be in 
line to offer certificates and 
degrees that will offer more 
practical and “Broadway 

ready” skillsets to its gradu-
ates.  It is also the face of 
the college to the communi-
ty. Improvements here will 

be highly visible to visitors 
and visiting families.”

In addition to the reme-
diation and capital work, 

the Master Plan also calls 
for a number of “green ini-
tiatives” which officials say 
will “expand on current en-

vironmentally responsible 
strategies in energy use for 
further reduction in the car-
bon foot print.”

PHOTO PROVIDED
An architect’s rendering of the proposed new main entrance at SUNY Sullivan.



program of the New York State 
Council on the Arts with the 
support of Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and the New York State 
Legislature and administered by 
Delaware Valley Arts Alliance.

Admission to the performance 
is free and donations are wel-
come.You can find information 
on upcoming performances at 
www.scnyhistory.org or at the 
Sullivan County Historical Soci-
ety page on Facebook. 

The Frederick Cook Society 
with host a talk by arctic re-
searcher Douglas Bonoff at the 
Sullivan County Museum on 
Sunday, October 20 at 2 p.m. Mr. 
Bonoff will discuss Dr. Cook’s 
early travels, Arctic controver-
sies and some of Cook’s con-
temporaries, including Robert 
Peary, Matt Henson and Roald 
Amundsen.  

Admission to the lecture is 
free. More on this elsewhere in 
this edition.

The Sullivan County His-
torical Society will present the 
2019 “History Maker” and “His-
tory Preserver” awards at the 
society’s Annual Meeting and 
Awards Dinner at the Rockland 
House in Roscoe on Sunday, Oc-
tober 27. 

Award winners are honored 
for their preservation of Sullivan 
County history for the enlighten-
ment of future generations, the 
stated mission of the Society.

This year the Society will rec-
ognize two historical eras of edu-
cation in Sullivan County. 

Gordon MacAdam and Henry 
MacAdam will receive the 2019 
History Preserver Award.  They 
have sparked interest in one-
room schools in Sullivan County 
through their work with the One-
Room Schoolhouse project in 
the town of Thompson.

The 2019 History Maker 
Award will be presented to 
Charles S. Hick, a former Dis-
trict Superintendent for Sulli-
van County Schools. Mr. Hick 
oversaw the organization of 
the first centralized school dis-

trict in New York State 
at Youngsville in 1915. 
He also administered the 
record-making centraliza-
tion of four more school 
districts in Sullivan Coun-
ty before his retirement in 
1941, and served as Sul-
livan County Historian 
from 1952 until his death 
in 1959.

Please call 845-434-
8044 for information on 
the Annual Meeting and 
Awards Dinner.

Volunteers operate the 
museum through numer-
ous activities including 
working on research, cre-
ating exhibits, caring for 
artifacts and helping visi-
tors.  Anyone interested 
in exploring genealogy 

and the history of life in Sullivan 
County can contact the museum 
for information on volunteering.   

The museum, located at 265 
Main Street in Hurleyville, is 
open on Tuesday through Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and on Sunday from 1 to 4:30 
p.m.

Please visit www.scnyhistory.
org for more information on the 
Sullivan County Historical So-
ciety and the Sullivan County 
Museum.  You can also visit the 
Sullivan County Historical Soci-
ety and Museum on Facebook.

                  
Columbia Hill Neighborhood 

Alliance
The lawsuit filed against Gan 

Eden Estates and the Town of 
Thompson by The Center for 
Discovery and Catskill Moun-
tainkeeper is being closely fol-
lowed by the members of Colum-
bia Hill Neighborhood Alliance 
(CHNA). The lawsuit argues that 
the project would adversely af-
fect both organizations. The suit 
also seeks to void the settlement 
reached between the developer 
of the project and the Town of 
Thompson on the basis that the 
town violated open meetings law 
and failed to comply with current 
SEQRA regulations.

The Gan Eden Estates project 
on Columbia Hill is a threat to 
our community. Flawed plan-
ning decisions, faulty water 
quality testing and irresponsible 
environmental considerations 
are a recipe for disaster in our 
community.

The Delaware River Basin 
Commission (DRBC) has still 
not announced the result of Gan 
Eden’s permit request to with-
draw millions of gallons a month 
from the aquifer for use as the 
development’s public water sup-
ply. 

Visit CHNA at www.colum-
biahill.org or on Facebook to 
learn how you can help to pro-
tect your environment and your 
community.
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Q. “The Hurleyville General Store just opened …a fabulous 
addition to the wonderful array of businesses on Main Street. 
What other type of establishment would you like to see on 
Main Street?”

I think a lot of folks would 
appreciate the convenience 
of a Laundromat.

I’d like to see a Chinese 
restaurant.

I’d love to see a clothing 
store on Main Street.

I would love to see 
Mexican and Chinese 
restaurants to satisfy
everyone’s tastes.  A 
bookstore would be fun.  
I’d also like to see a store 
that sells exercise 
equipment and a hobby/
art supply shop.

Elaine Corrington

Alli
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

The Hurleyville Fire 
Department Ladies Auxil-

iary
Congratulations to the Hur-

leyville Fire Department Ladies 
Auxiliary…awarded Best Ap-
pearing Auxiliary Small Com-
pany at the 91st Annual Sullivan 
County Volunteers Association 
parade in Rock Hill.

Enjoy a tasty lunch or a deli-
cious dinner at Frankie and 
Johnny’s Presents Nardi’s in 
Hurleyville on any Wednesday 
in October, and you’ll help sup-
port the Hurleyville Fire Depart-
ment Ladies Auxiliary.

The Nardi family will donate 
a portion of the proceeds from 
every meal served…eat in or 
take out…on each Wednesday in 
October to the Ladies’ Auxiliary. 

Frankie and Johnny’s Pres-
ents Nardi’s, on Main Street in 
Hurleyville, is open Wednesday 
through Monday for lunch 
and dinner.

The Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church

The Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church will 
host its Annual Roast 
Beef Dinner on Saturday, 
Saturday, October 26. 
Volunteers at the church 
will begin serving at 4:30 
p.m.  The price for adults 
is $12. The price for chil-
dren is $6. There’s no 
charge for children under 
five. 

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church is 
open on the third Thurs-
day and fourth Thursday 
of each month from 4 to 6 
p.m. The volunteers at the 
food pantry serve at least 
40 families every week. Free 
clothing is offered to families 
in need on the last Thursday of 
each month.  

“MESSY CHURCH,” a dif-
ferent kind of family church, 
will be held on October 12 at 
5:30 p.m. Everyone is invited 
to come and enjoy an evening 
of fun activities, songs, games, 
crafts, stories and refreshments.

Services are held at the church 
each Sunday from 9 to 10 a.m. A 
women’s group meets after the 
service on the third Sunday of 
each month.

The church holds prayer meet-
ings every Monday from 10 a.m. 
until noon.  

A Bible study group meets at 
the church every Tuesday from 
7 to 8 p.m.

Young people are invited to 
join in a variety of fun activities 
at the Youth Group that meets 
at the church. Dates will be an-
nounced on the church’s page 
on Facebook. The children and 
teenagers in the group have also 
been volunteering at the food 
pantry.  

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more information 
or if you can help with any of 
these activities.

The Sullivan County Museum
The next First Sunday Music 

in History concert presented by 
the Sullivan County Historical 
Society will showcase the im-
pact of acoustic instruments on 
American styles of music, in-
cluding bluegrass and old-time 
country music. The show, hosted 
by Little Sparrow, will be held at 
the Sullivan County Museum on 
Sunday, October 6 at 2 p.m. 

The expert group of musicians 
scheduled to appear include 
Mike Baglione, Steve Lane and 
Clancey Lane. Collaboration 
among the performers promises 
to offer some great jam sessions.

The program is made possible 
with funds from the Decen-
tralization Program, a re-grant 

OPWDD COMES TO 
SULLIVAN COUNTY

Well, it’s about time! As you 
read through the schedule below, 
you will see a few more venues 
dipping their toes in the water, 
offering live music for their pa-
trons. This is a wonderful step 
forward, not only for musicians, 
but for Sullivan County as a 
whole.

In addition, both the Pickled 
Owl in Hurleyville and The Fat 
Lady Café in Kauneonga Lake 
are continuing their Sunday 
brunches. Personally, I love a 
good Sunday Brunch. There is 
something so civilized about it, 
and I can attest to the excellence 
of the one at the Pickled Owl, 
having indulged there. I have no 
doubt the one at The Fat Lady 
will also be excellent, and I be-
lieve they have engaged popular 
talent JOHNNY JULES to play.

If you missed the Harvest/
Fiber Festival at Bethel Woods, 
put it on your calendar for next 
year. There were multiple ven-
dors for each item, whether 
freshly baked bread, honey, or 
farm-to-table vegetables, and the 
yarns-- handmade items for sale 
from sweaters to woven mats. I 
was chatting with Annie Cadden 
at the FIBER ON MAIN booth, 
watching the spinning dem-
onstration by Lorraine Nilsen 
and Ronnie Greene, when who 
should come by but Hurleyville 
resident Julie Hagan Bloch, who 
is a master at drop spindle spin-
ning, which to me seems an older 
version of using a wheel to turn 
carded wool into yarn. Learning 
to spin, in one form or another, 
is my winter goal. (Keeping with 
my New Year’s resolution to do 
something each month that I’ve 
never done before).

I was also surprised by the 
music as I entered, WILLA 
AND COMPANY. Willa is by 
far the best female Blues artist 
I’ve heard in quite some time, 
with an earthy, rich voice and 
a string of originals that don’t 
just speak to you, but make you 
sit down slack-jawed and lis-

ten! You won’t be hearing her 
too much around here, though. 
She’s part of the Falcon circuit 
and truthfully, she’s definitely 
someone I’d travel to see again.

Speaking of Blues, Saturday 
September 7 was the birthday 
party for Sullivan County’s 
own Blues Man, SLAM AL-
LEN at HEARTBEAT MUSIC 
HALL of Grahamsville. And 
if you didn’t buy your ticket in 
advance, your chances of getting 
in were seriously thin. Several 
came by to help celebrate with 
Slam on stage. In addition to 
JEFF ATKINSON on Bass and 
the BUTTER on drums (who 
are both incredible), RALPH 
HOUSEMAN brought up his 
Blues harps (harmonicas), DAN 
BROTHERS gave Slam a break 
with a rendition of “Too Much 
Weekend”, and the indomi-
table CECIL ALLEN made an 
appearance, adding his own 
Blues style. DAVE and DON 
SNOWDEN were also on hand 
as part of THE USUAL SUS-
PECTS, who opened for SLAM. 
This is another new collection of 
musicians worth watching as 
their classic rock/country-ish/
blues-ish sound covers enough 
genres to earn the adjective, 
“eclectic.”

Happy Halloween everyone!
Until next time….
Every Monday:
DUTCH’S 
OPEN MIC: 205 Rock Hill 

Dr, Rock Hill, 7pm
Every Tuesday:
THE GREATER SULLIVAN 

COUNTY SEARCH AND 
RESCUE ORCHESTRA (Joan-
na Gass, Steve Schwartz, Ken-
ny Windheim, and Eric Neis), 
BREW, 280 Rock Hill Drive, 
Rock Hill, 6:30 p.m.

Every Wednesday:
CAB’AROKE, CABERNET 

FRANK’S, 38 Main Street, 
Parksville; (hosted by SULLI-
VAN CATSKILLS); 5 p.m.

Thursdays:
CABERNET FRANK’S 

50 years ago 
in August, “the 
greatest concert 
in history’’ hap-
pened in Bethel. 
The three-day 
Woodstock Music 
Festival began on 
August 15, 1969 
on Max Yasgur’s 
farm. Billed as 
“An Aquarian Experience: 3 
Days of Peace and Music,” the 
epic event would later become 
known simply as “Woodstock” 
and become synonymous with 
the counterculture movement 
of the 1960s with almost half-
a-million people showing up. 

The weather at the Wood-
stock Festival in 1969 was 
hard to track as the location 
changed twice before taking 
place in Bethel. It started out 
hot, and on the third day, the 
rain started and people started 
playing in the mud as the work 
crew frantically covered the 
electric equipment with tarps. 
This year’s Woodstock 2019 
was the same thing; there were 
thunderstorms with rain and 
wind during the weekend af-
ternoons, and there wasn’t any 
sun except for the weekend 
mornings.

My grandmother, Mary 
Scheutzow, originally from 
Jeffersonville, attended the 
Woodstock Festival concert in 
1969, and saw the whole hill-
side covered with blankets and 
bodies. She came with friends 
who had a motorcycle and all 
the main roads were clogged 
so they came in through the 
back roads and at that point 
the concert was free. They 
were lucky and missed the rain 
since they were there on the 
Saturday.

This past summer, there 
were events happening though 
out Sullivan County, from con-
certs at Bethel Woods to find-
ing the peace doves throughout 
the area. Fall is a great season 
to find all 50 peace doves 
around Sullivan County. Hint: 
I’m standing next to the one in 
Hurleyville.

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

Alli
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house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.
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The Hurleyville Fire Department Ladies 
Auxiliary captured a first place at the an-
nual Fireman’s Parade in Rock Hill.

by Kathleen Sullivan

Lorraine Allen

Ralph Burger

Ann Herzbrun

OPEN MIC; 7 p.m. (hosted by 
SULLIVAN CATSKILLS)

Oct 3:  hosted by FISHER/
KEAN

Oct 10:  hosted by LITTLE 
SPARROW

Oct 17:  hosted by BOB 
TELLEFSON

Oct 24:  hosted by FISHER/
KEAN

Oct 31: hosted by LITTLE 
SPARROW

Nov 7:  hosted by BOB 
TELLEFSON

KNOW IT ALL NIGHT 
(Trivia Night) at RAFTERS 
TAVERN, 28 Upper Main St., 
Callicoon; 7 p.m. 

TRIVIA NIGHT at the PICK-
LED OWL; 7 p.m.

Fridays: 
Every Friday: “The Great 

American Song Book” with 
DEFINO and RAVDIN, and 
great Italian food! SORELLA’S, 
3562 State Rte. 55, Kauneonga 
Lake; 6-9 p.m.

BUM &KELS LAKESIDE 
TAVERN, 1132 State Route 52, 
Loch Sheldrake

Oct 4:  ALBI 8 p.m.
ROSCOE BEER COMPA-

NY, 145 Rockland Rd., Roscoe
Oct 11:  BJ & GREG; 6 p.m.
Oct 25:  BJ & GREG; 8 p.m.
Nov 8: BJ & GREG; 6 p.m.
Oct 4:  OCTOBERFEST at 

RAFTERS TAVERN, 28 Upper 
Main St., Callicoon

CABERNET FRANK’S, 38 
Main St., Parksville; 8 p.m. un-
less otherwise specified

Oct 4: JAZZ FOLLIES
Oct 11:  OXFORD STATION 

BAND
Oct 18:  SIDE F/X 
Oct 25:  THE CALLICATS
Nov 8:  SOULCAKE
Every Saturday:  “The Great 

American Song Book” with 
DEFINO and RAVDIN, and 
great Italian food! Sorella’s, 
3562 State Rte. 55, Kauneonga 
Lake; 6-9 p.m.

Saturdays: 
Oct 5: OCTOBERFEST at 

RAFTERS TAVERN, 28 Upper 
Main St., Callicoon

BUM &KELS LAKESIDE 
TAVERN, 1132 State Route 52, 
Loch Sheldrake

Oct 12:  BJ & GREG
Oct 26:  HALLOWEEN 

PARTY
ROSCOE BEER COMPA-

NY, 145 Rockland Rd., Roscoe
Oct 12: FBG ACOUSTIC; 5 

p.m.
PICKLED OWL, 218 Main 

Street, Hurleyville; 6-9 p.m.
Oct 5:  MARC DELGADO
Oct 12:  JEFF ENTIN
CABERNET FRANK’S, 

38 Main St., (Exit 98 off 17W) 
Parksville; 8 p.m. unless other-
wise specified

Oct 5:  ALYSSA
Oct 19: LLL (Look, Laugh & 

Listen) SHOWCASE
Oct 26:  PAPRIKA!
Nov 2:  STEPHEN CLAIR 

AND HIS SUPERBAND 
ROCK BAND

Nov 9:  THE FAR TRIO
Every Sunday:  
MUSIC WHERE YOU 

LEAST EXPECT IT: DeFillipis 
Bakery, 506 Broadway, Monti-
cello; 11 a.m.–1:30ish

RAFTERS TAVERN, 28 Up-
per Main St., Callicoon 

Open Mic; hosted by KEITH 
THOMSON (NYC artist/pho-
tographer); 3-5 p.m. 

HAL GALPER TRIO; 6:30 
p.m.

Oct 6:  OCTOBERFEST
JOHNNY JULES at the FAT 

LADY CAFÉ for Brunch; 11 
a.m.-2 p.m.

Sunday
Oct 25:  FBG ACOUSTIC at 

ROSCOE BEER COMPANY, 
145 Rockland Rd., Roscoe; 1 
p.m.

LIBERTY – Sullivan 
County residents can now 
attend the New York State 
Office for People With De-
velopmental Disabilities’ 
(OPWDD’s) Front Door 
Orientation session without 
having to travel to Orange 
County.

 The Front Door pro-
cess guides you through the 
steps involved in finding 
out if you or a loved one 
are eligible for services of-
fered by OPWDD, helps to 
identify specific needs and 
helps you work on a plan 
for getting services.

The OPWDD Front 

Door Orientation sessions 
will be held at The Arc Sul-
livan-Orange Counties, NY 
at 203 Cimarron Road in 
Monticello on the follow-
ing dates:

• November 7, 2019 – 10 
a.m.-12 p.m.
• February 6, 2020 – 1 
p.m.-3 p.m.
• May 7, 2020 – 10 a.m.-
12 p.m.
To register for a Front 

Door Orientation session, 
please contact Kelly Smith 
at the Hudson Valley office 
of OPWDD at 845-695-
7330.

Weather at Woodstock Festival 
– 1969 and 2019

PHOTO PROVIDED

Editor’s Note:
The incorrect question appeared with this column 
in our September edition, so the responses shown 
did not seem to make sense. 
The correct question was: “Who…past or pres-
ent…would you like to have dinner with?  Why?”
We regret the error.



quently used at the lab. 
This process created a 
complete set of cut files 
for the CNC router, which 
then cut the board pieces 
to fit together perfectly. 
The students assisted in 
screwing the pieces to-
gether.

They then drew their 
favorite designs using 
the same board template 
as the Fallsburg students. 
Their designs were turned 
into laser–cut stencils 
that the students could 
paint over on the surface 
of the boards. The boards 
were then finished with 
a spraying of clear-coat 
paint. The finished boards 
(picture below) are being 
used by resident students 
and staff for recreation.

by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – Have 
you ever played cornhole? 
It is a lawn game in which 
players take turns throw-
ing square fabric bags 
of feed corn at a raised 
wooden platform with a 
hole in the far end. You 
may have seen it played at 
picnics or outdoor parties 
with teams competing for 
bragging rights or prizes. 
Cornhole is fun to play 
and can be adapted so that 
players can throw from a 
seated or standing posi-
tion, making it accessible 

to people of all shapes, 
sizes, and capabilities.. 

At the THINC Lab this 
spring and summer, corn-
hole boards were custom 
made by and for students 
from the Fallsburg Central 
School District and The 
Center for Discovery. 

Members of the Falls-
burg Maker’s Club re-
ceived a request from 
their Physical Education 
department to create corn-
hole games that could be 
used in gym classes using 
materials purchased by 
the school. Working with 
designer Mark McNamara 

at THINC, this group of 
middle and high school 
makers designed and 
built cornhole boards us-
ing traditional woodshop 
tools in the traditional 
manner – measuring, cut-
ting and assembling with 
plywood, two-by-fours, 
screws, glue, paint and 
resin. Cornhole has offi-
cial rules and regulations, 
established by the Ameri-
can Cornhole Association, 
so the students were able 
to research the specifica-
tions for board shape and 
size.

Since the board surfaces 
are not bound by official 
requirements, the stu-
dents customized them us-
ing original artwork with 
the theme of Fallsburg 
Comets, the school’s offi-
cial logo and sports team 
name. 

Lots of learning and 
problem-solving took 
place over many club ses-
sions from March to May. 
Using a scaled– down tem-
plate of a cornhole board, 
the students first drew 

comet designs by hand. 
The group voted to choose 
two favorite designs, and 
those were scanned and 
digitized in Adobe Illus-
trator. The young makers 
learned how line drawings 
became vector graphics, 
which serve as map-like 
instructions for the CNC 
router to cut the exact de-
sign into the surface of the 
wood board. The students 
then poured colored resin 
into the routed drawings 
on the boards.

The boards were then 
sanded, finished and cov-
ered with a mirror coat of 
resin. The finished boards 
will be used by Fallsburg 
students in physical edu-
cation classes this fall.

The cornhole boards 
created by Center for 
Discovery students were 
made entirely from ply-
wood using a more digi-
tal approach. Using of-
ficial size specifications, 
THINC designer Mark 
McNamara modeled the 
boards in SketchUp, de-
sign software that is fre-
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HURLEYVILE – Dr. 
Frederick Cook, the world 
renowned artic explorer 
and Sullivan County na-
tive, was born in 1865, 
into a small family in Hor-
tonville, NY. His claim to 
fame was the discovery 
of the North Pole, but he 
was also a physician, an 
entrepreneur, an ethnogra-
pher and an author. One of 
Dr. Cook’s books in par-
ticular, “Return from the 
Pole,” is a powerful and 
poignant work of artistic 
excellence that affirms the 
highest values of the hu-
man spirit.

And yet his life was de-
fined by controversy.

In 1909, Dr. Cook’s dis-
covery of the North Pole 
was maliciously chal-
lenged by Robert Peary, 
another explorer claiming 
to have reached the Pole 
first. Peary, who initially 
befriended Cook, was de-
scribed by polar historian 
Fergus Fleming as “un-
doubtedly the most driven, 
possibly the most success-
ful and probably the most 
unpleasant man in the an-
nals of polar exploration.”  

The story of these two 
men has been widely debat-

ed. The North Pole consists 
of shifting ice floes, and as 
such it seemed there would 
be no way to prove either 
claim. The Frederick Cook 
Society was born out of 
this controversy, and today 
it is housed in the Sullivan 
County Museum in Hur-
leyville. An entire gallery 
on the second floor of the 
Museum is dedicated to Dr. 
Cook’s life and work.

On Sunday, October 20 
at 2 p.m., the Cook Society 
will host a talk by arctic re-
searcher Douglas Bonoff, 
who will discuss Dr. Cook’s 
early travels, the McKinley 
climbs, and some of Cook’s 
contemporaries, notably 
Matt Henson and Roald 
Amundsen.  He will also 
discuss Robert Peary and 

the Greenland meteorites, 
stolen from the northern 
Inuit and now housed in the 
Museum of Natural Histo-
ry in New York. Mr. Peary 
will come in for some 
praise but also, according 
to Mr. Bonoff, “some round 
condemnation for his theft 
of the meteorites and gen-
eral abuse of the northern 
Inuit. And likewise, the 
American Museum of Nat-
ural History for complicity 
in acquiring grave artifacts, 
as well as the Eskimos who 
Peary brought back to New 
York and promptly died.”

The stories are as mag-
nificent as they are heart-
breaking.

Mr. Bonoff has a career 
that spans five decades 
of mountaineering across 

North and South America, 
including the 1998 first as-
cent of a 12,000-foot Alas-
kan spire.  He has been 
studying and researching 
the polar controversies for 
much the same length of 
time.

The Sullivan County 
Museum is located at 265 
Main Street in Hurleyville. 
The lecture is free, and ev-
eryone is welcome. For 
more information, call 845-
434-8044. For directions, 
visit the Sullivan County 
Historical Society website, 
www.scnyhistory.org. For 
more information on Fred-
erick Cook, visit: http://
www.frederickcooksociety.
org/.

HURLEYVILLE HAUNT HERALDED
Museum Building Among Sullivan County Locations Featured

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – 
A new book entitled 
“Catskill Ghosts” has 
been published by Black 
Cat Press, and includes a 
number of Sullivan Coun-
ty locations.

The former Hurleyville 
School at 265 Main 
Street, currently the Sul-
livan County Museum 
operated by the Sullivan 
County Historical Soci-
ety, is among them.

The author of the book 
is Lynda Lee Macken, a 
well-known radio person-
ality who has written 26 
other books about haunt-
ed places.

“On multiple occasions, 
the Sullivan Paranormal 
Society (SPS) investi-
gated the museum due to 

feelings of unease expe-
rienced in the building,” 
Ms. Macken writes in her 
chapter about the Mu-
seum building. “On each 
occasion, the SPS record-
ed a lot of EVPs (Elec-
tronic Voice Phenomena). 
Because of the building’s 
association with the po-
lar explorer Frederick A. 
Cook, a team member 
addressed any ‘explorers 
in spirit’ who might be 
attracted to the location. 
When asked, ‘What kind 
of animals did you see?’ a 
spirit voice distinctly an-
swered, ‘A duck.’”

Other Sullivan County 
locations discussed in the 
135-page paperback in-
clude the Minisink Bat-
tleground just north of 
Barryville, the Callicoon 
National Bank, the West-

A GAME FOR EVERYONE
THINC Project Creates Fun

COOK AND PEARY CONTROVERSY 
AT THE SC MUSEUM

Lecturer Discusses Polar Explorers October 20

PHOTO PROVIDED

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fallsburg students pour colored resin into the routed drawings on the boards.

PHOTO PROVIDED
A finished board built by students from The Center for Dis-
covery. 

by Jonathan Shimkin

From our front window 
we have the vantage of the 
sunrise. Over the course 
of the year, we watch as 
the sun moves back and 
forth like a bead strung on 
the wire of the ecliptic. It 
swerves left, toward Slide 
Mountain, as summer ap-
proaches, and right, to-
ward Loch Sheldrake, 
with the return of autumn. 
So we make the still point 
of our front porch the 
measure of celestial mo-
tion! 

The sunrise changes 
from season to season. 
The soft gauzy sunrises 
of summer are gradually 
superseded by a wintry 
light pitched in a differ-
ent register. The colors get 
thicker and more saturated 
as we head into winter: 
dark banks of cloud seem 
to crack open, revealing 
rifts of molten light – red, 
purple, gold. Often, when 
the sun finally tops the 
hills, it releases this con-
densed radiance – packed 
as if under pressure – into 
larger circulation, flood-
ing the eastern sky with 
a rush of color that flares, 

then dwindles down, 
within a few quick min-
utes. On other mornings, 
when clouds and mist veil 
the sun, the light seeps in 
slowly – on the sly, as it 
were.

Starting the day this 
way is a type of ritual, a 
private observance; the 
perspective gained at sun-
rise helps shape the sub-
sequent hours. I read that 
the great American poet, 
Wallace Stevens, would 
wake at 5 a.m. and spend 
half an hour observing 
the sunrise; later in the 
morning he would walk to 
work, composing poems 
in his mind as he walked. 
Given the amount of light 
that circulates through his 
verse, one can only imag-
ine what he drew from 
what he saw in those early 
morning hours. 

We start the day, like the 
poet, parting the curtains 
and pausing to wonder at a 
wintry dawn, with its odd 
blend of promise and por-
tent. It’s a privilege to wit-
ness this primary event; 
our days begin, every day, 
at our window, fronting 
radiance, and I believe are 
much improved thereby.   

Out Divine Corners Way

ern Hotel in Callicoon, 
the Burn Brae Mansion in 
Glen Spey, the Stone Arch 
Bridge in Kenoza Lake, 
the previous location of 
the Ethelbert B. Craw-
ford Memorial Library in 
Monticello, and the for-
mer Dodge Inn restaurant 
in Rock Hill.

The book is available 
on Amazon and through 
other online booksellers 
for $14.95.  

PHOTO PROVIDED
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those who do. We even 
supply all of the gear and 
provide all of the training 
needed, for free. Stop by 
any Monday night and find 
out how you can help or to 
get an application.

It has been a while since 
the fire department took in 
any new members, and this 
month we did. Welcome 
aboard Keith Adams, and 
thanks for joining.

In August the fire depart-
ment took part in the escort-
ing of the Vietnam Wall 
replica from Woodbourne 
to the Rock Hill firehouse 
where it was set up on their 
ballfield. It was quite a sight 
as about 100 motorcycles 
and 30-plus fire trucks and 
Chief’s cars were in the 
procession. 

The Wall was set up in 
time for the 9-11 service. It 
was a very moving experi-
ence as well over 150 fire-
fighters marched from the 
firehouse to the ballfield for 
the service.

Then, on Saturday the 
Annual County Parade was 
held in Rock Hill. The Fire 
Department Ladies Auxil-
iary took home a first place 
trophy for small company 
Ladies Auxiliary. Congratu-
lations, ladies.

On to October: Don’t 
forget about the Hallow-
een parade through town 
on Halloween, starting at 6 
p.m. from the MobilMedic 
building through town to 
the firehouse, where prizes 
will be given out and our 
Ladies Auxiliary will be 
serving cider, hot chocolate 
and doughnuts.

Here are a few safety tips 
for trick-or-treating:

• All costumes, wigs and 
accessories should be 

fire-resistant
• Avoid masks, which 
can obstruct vision
• If children are allowed 
out after dark, fasten re-
flective tape to their cos-
tumes and bags, or give 
them glow sticks
• When buying Hallow-
een makeup, make sure 
it is nontoxic 
• Be sure to pick a cos-
tume that will not be a 
safety hazard
Also, put this on your cal-

endar: the fire department’s 
annual pancake breakfast 
on Sunday, November 3, 
serving our world famous 
buckwheat pancakes from 7 
a.m. to noon.

Now back to October: 
The National Fire 

Protection Associa-
tion (NFPA) has an-
nounced “Not Every Hero 
Wears a Cape. Plan and 
Practice Your Escape!” as 
the theme for Fire Preven-
tion Week, October 6-12, 
2019. This year’s campaign 
recognizes the everyday 
people who motivate their 
households to develop and 
practice a home fire escape 
plan; these seemingly basic 
behaviors can have life-sav-
ing impact.

“This year’s campaign 
works to celebrate people 
of all ages who learn about 
home fire escape planning 
and practice, bring that in-
formation home, and spur 
their families to action,” 
said Lorraine Carli, vice 
president of Outreach and 
Advocacy at NFPA. “From 
young students who learn 
about the campaign at 
school to parents who at-
tend a community event 
like a fire station open 
house - all of them truly 
are heroes because they’re 
taking steps to make their 
households much, much 

October 17, 1941

Success Predicted 
for Strong 

G.O.P. County Ticket

Sullivan County residents 
from the Ulster line to the 
Delaware River and from 
Rockland to Bloomingburg 
are showing unmistakable 
enthusiasm for the Repub-
lican county ticket, it was 
revealed over the week-end 
as candidates ended the 
first week of intensive cam-
paigning and took time off 
to sum-up the results of the 
initial part of their tour. 

For the office of Sheriff, 
John R. Baldwin, of Liv-
ingston Manor, is meeting 
with general approval. Ca-
pable, honest, experienced 
in business and in public of-
fice, the Republican candi-
date is recognized through-
out the county as one of the 
best known and best quali-
fied men to handle the im-
portant post at Monticello. 
Mr. Baldwin, it will be re-
called, lost the election by a 
mere 46 votes in 1935 – and 
he and his friends are deter-
mined that he will go over 
the top in a big way in this 
year’s campaign.

J. Bruce Lindsley’s re-
election to the office of 
County Clerk is being 
freely admitted in opposi-
tion circles. An able cam-
paigner who is seen and 
known by his constituents 
the year around, Mr. Lind-
sley is finding Republican 
sentiment at high pitch and 
expresses the opinion that 
the entire G.O.P. ticket is 
going to meet with a hearty 
response on the part of the 
voters. Mr. Lindsley’s qual-
ifications for County Clerk 
need no expounding, the 
efficient manner in which 
he has conducted the of-
fice indicating more plainly 
than could words that the 
multitude of details and the 
high standards of accuracy 
demanded by the position 
are being handled with en-

tire satisfaction.

October 31, 1941

A Valuable Public 
Servant for Both 
Town and County

Largely responsible for 
the adoption of the self-
insurance plan for Sullivan 
County in 1939 which re-
placed the state compensa-
tion system previously used, 
Arch B. Rosenstraus during 
his last term as Supervisor 
of the Town of Fallsburg, 
can be credited with saving 
the taxpayers of the county 
more than $40,000 in the 
1939-1940 and 1940-1941 
period on that one measure 
alone. This is only one of 
the many valuable services 
he has rendered.

Seeking re-election as 
Supervisor of the Town of 
Fallsburg on an indepen-
dent ticket and with the en-
dorsement of the Republi-
can Party, Arch Rosenstraus 
unquestionably deserves 
return to the office he has 
handled so well in the past.

Keep a Good Man 
in Office

With a splendid record of 
economy and service dur-
ing his past four years as 
Supervisor of the Town of 
Neversink, Robert T. Many 

of Grahamsville seeks re-
election to the office this 
year.

During his administra-
tion, the affairs of the town-
ship have been handled in 
a highly efficient manner. 
Through his efforts, the 
maintenance and repair of 
sixteen bridges in the town-
ship was taken over by the 
county, a move which pro-
vides a substantial saving to 
the property owners in the 
Town of Neversink.

Keeping the tax rate at a 
low level without sacrifice 
of necessary equipment or 
expenditures, Supervisor 
Many, with other mem-
bers of the Town Board, 
authorized the purchase of 
a truck, tractor, bull-dozer 
and grader, all of which will 
be paid for by the end of 
this year. Despite the heavy 
damages caused by the 
flood which necessitated 
the borrowing of $13,000, 
the entire indebtedness of 
the Town of Neversink has 
been reduced by $8,000, 
substantial evidence of 
careful management. 

Thoroughly acquainted 
with the problems of the 
township and the responsi-
bilities vested in his office, 
the re-election of Mr. Many 
will assure the taxpayers 
of the continuance of good 
government for the Town of 
Neversink.

Hyman Mintz 
Well-Qualified for Office 

of Tax Collector

Hyman E. Mintz, the Re-
publican candidate for Tax 
Collector of the Town of 
Fallsburg, well deserves 
this office.

As a child living in South 
Fallsburg, he attended the 
South Fallsburg Grade 
School and Monticello 
High School. After gradu-
ation, he attended Cornel 
University where he earned 
the degree of B.A. He then 
enrolled in the Cornell Uni-
versity Law School and was 

graduated with an L.L.B. 
degree. His clerkship was 
served for a period of two 
years in the prominent law 
offices of Watts, Oakes and 
Bright at Middletown and 
in the office of Ellsworth 
Baker of Monticello.

Mr. Mintz, immediately 
upon his return from col-
lege, took an active interest 
in the civic and community 
affairs of the Town of Falls-
burg, He joined the South 
Fallsburg Fire Department 
and ably served as its Presi-
dent for a period of three 
years. He was one of the 
founders of the Fallsburg 
Community Center and had 
been a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Center 
since it was organized.

The candidate for Tax 
Collector has served on 
the Board of Directors of 
the Monticello Hospital for 
the past five years and has 
given much of his effort to-
ward the progress of that in-
stitution. He is also a mem-
ber the Board of Directors 
of the South Fallsburg He-
brew Association.

During the past four years 
when he served as a mem-
ber of the Town Board of 
the Town of Fallsburg, Mr. 
Mintz has had the oppor-
tunity to acquaint himself 
with the problems of the 
taxpayers and resident s of 
the town and has given un-
sparingly of his time and 
assistance in efficiently and 
justly solving their prob-
lems.

Mr. Mintz has the educa-
tion, the business experi-
ence, the knowledge and 
honesty so necessary in 
carrying out the duties of 
Tax collector. Above all, 
his pleasant and courteous 
manner, together with the 
foregoing qualifications, 
ably fit him for your choice 
as Tax Collector of the 
Town of Fallsburg.

Your vote for Hyman E. 
Mintz will place in office 
a man who is qualified and 
will efficiently serve you.

The leaves are changing 
and the air is getting crisp, 
which means fall is here! 
This October the Fallsburg 
Library is participating 
with hundreds of libraries 
across New York State in 
“The Great Give Back.” 
The mission of “The Great 
Give Back” is to provide 
a day (in our case a week) 
of opportunities for the 
patrons of public libraries 
in New York State to par-
ticipate in meaningful, ser-
vice-oriented experiences. 
This year, the Fallsburg 
Library will be organizing 
a “Sock Drive” from Oc-
tober 19 to October 26. If 
you are interested in par-
ticipating, you can drop 
off a package of any sized 
new, unopened socks to 
the Library. If we are not 

open, the donation can be 
dropped in our book drop 
as long as the socks are in 
an unopened package. All 
donations collected will be 
donated to the Federation 
for the Homeless in Mon-
ticello to be distributed to 
those in our community in 
need.  After giving back to 
our community, be sure to 
check out these great pro-
grams coming up in Octo-
ber at the Library:

On Wednesday Octo-
ber 9 at 6 p.m., kids ages 
7+ can come in and help 
create an awesome des-
sert pizza to eat. Wednes-
day, October 16 at 6 p.m., 
people ages 18+ can come 
paint a canvas with some 
cute stargazing bunnies. 
On Wednesday, October 
23 at 6 p.m. is Kids’ Pump-

kin Painting Night! We’ll 
provide the pumpkins and 
paint. We will provide one 
pumpkin per child. On 
Wednesday, October 30, 
we’ll be making pumpkins 
out of yarn just in time for 
Halloween! Adults ages 
18+ only please. 

As usual, we have our 
Children’s Craft Night 
Monday evenings at 6 p.m., 
and on Tuesday mornings 
at 10 a.m. we have Pre-
school Story Time. Please 
register for programs as 

space is limited. You can 
stop in or call us to reserve 
your seat.

As you can see, we have 
many great things coming 
up at the Fallsburg Library. 
Some programs have lim-
ited spots, so please call, 
email, or stop in to sign 
up. Here’s a reminder of 
our contact information: 
call: 845-436-6067, email: 
fbr@rcls.org, stop in: 12 
Railroad Plaza South Falls-
burg, NY or follow us on 
social media!

PHOTO PROVIDED
Hyman E. Mintz served in 
the NYS Assembly from 
1951 to 1965. He died in 
1966.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

by Kelly Wells & Amanda Letohic

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

safer from fire.”
“Not Every Hero Wears 

a Cape. Plan and Practice 
Your Escape!” also focus-
es on what a home escape 
plan entails and the value 
of practicing it. These mes-
sages are more important 
than ever, particularly be-
cause today’s homes burn 
faster than ever. Ms. Carli 
notes that synthetic fibers 
used in modern home fur-
nishings, along with the fact 
that newer homes tend to be 
built with more open spaces 
and unprotected lightweight 
construction, are contribut-
ing factors to the increased 
burn rate.

“People tend to under-
estimate their risk to fire, 
particularly at home. That 
over-confidence lends itself 
to a complacency toward 
home escape planning and 
practice,” she said. “But in 
a fire situation, we’ve seen 

time and again that advance 
planning can make a po-
tentially life-saving differ-
ence.”

A home escape plan 
includes working smoke 
alarms on every level of the 
home, in every bedroom, 
and near all sleeping areas. 
It also includes two ways 
out of every room, usually 
a door and a window, with 
a clear path to an outside 
meeting place (like a tree, 
light pole or mailbox) that’s 
a safe distance from the 
home. Home escape plans 
should be practiced twice a 
year by all members of the 
household.

We all should be aware 
of Fire Prevention Week 
but should be practicing fire 
safety all of the time.

Let me leave you with 
this thought. Have you ser-
viced your home heating 
device yet?

AWARD WINNING DOCUMENTARY 
AT HURLEYVILLE ARTS CENTRE

“Inside Peace” Looks at Breaking the Cycle of Crime
MONTICELLO – “In-

side Peace,” winner of 
eight film festival awards, 
including four for Best 
Documentary, will have a 
premiere screening in Sul-
livan County on Thursday, 
October 24 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Hurleyville Arts Cen-
tre at 219 Main Street in 
Hurleyville.

The Sullivan County 
Human Rights Commis-
sion is presenting this riv-
eting film in collaboration 
with the Hurleyville Arts 
Centre, and in partnership 
with the Sullivan County 
NAACP, SALT, Sullivan 
180, and Health Promo-
tion Strategies. “Inside 
Peace” focuses on several 
hardened offenders doing 
time at the Dominguez 
State Jail, it offers a rare 
look, not only about life 
inside a correctional facil-
ity, but inside the hearts 
and minds of the men fea-

tured.
At a time when the call 

for criminal justice reform 
is headline news and the 
number of incarcerated 
individuals is escalating 
in the U.S. (currently al-
most 2.3 million), “Inside 
Peace” highlights a time-
ly and humanitarian ap-
proach that demonstrates 
how peace education helps 
chronic offenders break 
the cycle of crime.

Filmmaker Cynthia Fitz-
patrick has spent more 
than two decades as an 
editor for such award-win-
ning TV series as “The So-
pranos,” “Six Feet Under” 
and “Sex and the City.”

“I wanted to share the 
stories of these individu-
als I came to know, whose 
lives touched mine as I 
watched them navigate the 
arduous journey from in-
side prison walls to their 
return home, a journey not 
only of outward release 
but of inner transforma-
tion,” Ms. Fitzpatrick said.

The film will be followed 
by a panel discussion fea-
turing two local profes-
sionals, Carol Ryan, RN, 
and Jim Hobbs, MS, who 
volunteer to facilitate the 
Peace Education Program 

at Ulster Correctional Fa-
cility in nearby Napanoch, 
and Laura Quigley, Direc-
tor of the Sullivan County 
Center for Workforce De-
velopment, who will speak 
about a post-incarceration 
re-entry work program be-
ing rolled out in Sullivan 
County.

Tickets will be available 
online through the Hur-
leyville Arts Centre web-
site. There is no charge, 
but there will be a dona-
tion option to the Hur-
leyville Arts Centre to help 
to cover the costs of run-
ning the film and of staff-
ing the theatre.

For information about 
“Inside Peace” and to see a 
trailer, visit: www.inside-
peacemovie.com .

For questions about the 
film showing, please con-
tact Dana Borowski, Exec-
utive Director of the Sulli-
van County Human Rights 
Commission, at dana.
borowski@co.sullivan.
ny.us or Judy Balaban, 
Vice-Chair at work4toler-
ance@aol.com.

Tickets and more in-
formation are available 
online at https://hurleyvil-
leartscentre.org, or call the 
ticket office at 845-707-
8047.

PHOTO PROVIDED

PHOTO PROVIDED
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“OUCH, THE WEATHER 
HURTS!!!”

“H” IS FOR HALLOWEEN
Fallsburg Constable 

Bronco Kelly is back, this 
time investigating a strange 
occurrence at the Smith 
Hill Cut on the O&W Rail-
way tracks in Hurleyville. 
Our story takes place on 
Halloween in 1933.

When you’re a Constable 
like me, you learn to dread 
Halloween. It’s not the al-
leged hauntings or the trick-
or-treating that makes it so 
difficult, it’s the fact that 
otherwise good kids often 
use the occasion as an ex-
cuse for bad behavior, doing 
things they typically would 
never think about doing. 
And because they are oth-
erwise good kids, no one 
wants to see them in trouble, 
least of all me. 

About 9 o’clock on Hal-
loween night in 1933, I was 
walking along Main Street 
in Hurleyville, marveling at 
how quiet the evening had 
been when I heard a com-
motion from down near the 
train station. I was only a 
hundred yards or so away 
and quickly made my way 
over to see what was going 
on.

Upon arrival, I found a 
group of about ten young 
kids, probably ranging in 
age from nine to twelve, 
talking excitedly and all 
at once to Caleb Will, the 
O&W’s nightshift station 
master.  

“I sure am happy to see 
you, Bronco,” Caleb greeted 
me as soon as I was in sight 
of the crowd gathered in 
front of the station. “I don’t 
know what to do with these 
kids.”

I surveyed the group of 
kids, recognizing most of 
the faces. They were most-
ly boys, though I did see a 
couple of young girls among 
them.

“What’s going on, kids?”
The question was greeted 

with an indecipherable ca-
cophony of voices, so I de-
cided to take a different tact.

“All right, settle down!” 
I said loudly. “Jimmy, let’s 
start with you. Why don’t 
you tell me what this is all 
about?” 

Jimmy Smythe was the 
tallest kid in the group, and 
seemed to be the leader.

“It’s the damndest thing I 
ever saw,” Jimmy said excit-
edly, blushing when he real-
ized he had uttered a curse 
word in front of an authority 
figure.

“We were out trick-or-
treating, not causing a bit of 
trouble, when we heard some 
of the older kids saying they 
had seen an actual ghost 
down by the Smith Hill Cut. 
They were all scared and 
excited. We weren’t afraid, 
just curious, so we decided 
to walk down there and see 
for ourselves. We get just 

about to where the rock 
walls are and it’s pitch black 
right in there, and then we 
start to hear really strange 
noises, like chains rattling 
around, and all of a sudden 
a big white thing comes out 
of nowhere, moaning and 
floating toward us! It was a 
real ghost, no fooling! So we 
all ran back here. It wasn’t 
that I was scared, Constable 
Kelly, I just wanted to warn 
everyone else.”

“Yeah,” some of the other 
kids echoed more or less in 
unison. “We weren’t scared, 
we just wanted to warn ev-
eryone!”

“Well, that was very com-

mendable,” I said. “You’ve 
told the right person, so I’ll 
take a walk down there and 
see what I can find. How 
does that sound?”

The kids all responded at 
once, talking excitedly.

“Make sure you take your 
gun, Constable!” Jimmy 
said.

“I always have my gun, 
Jimmy. But I’m not sure that 
will be much help if it is re-
ally a ghost. You kids wait 
right here, and I’ll go take a 
look.”

I took Caleb Will aside 
and asked him to make sure 
the kids stayed put while I 
took a walk down the rail-

road tracks. Although I was 
convinced whatever they 
saw was the result of their 
imaginations running wild, 
the last thing I needed was 
a bunch of excited kids tag-
ging along.

I walked east along the 
tracks, pausing to light my 
lantern once I got away 
from the muted lights of 
a mostly deserted Main 
Street. The Smith Hill Cut 
was less than a quarter-of-
a-mile down the tracks and 
my long strides got me there 
pretty quickly. As expected, 
I heard no sounds, and saw 
no apparition, but decided 
to look around a bit before 

returning to the train station 
with the news that there was 
nothing to see.

I walked along the tracks, 
moving my lantern from 
side to side as I did so, try-
ing to see if there was any-
thing to see alongside the 
rails. I was just a few feet 
from the walls of the cut 
when I spotted something I 
couldn’t quite make out ly-
ing in a heap just off to the 
side of the tracks. I walked 
over to get a better look, 
quickly seeing that it was a 
jacket. 

I picked it up and exam-
ined it as best I could in the 
dim light of the lantern. Not 

MEN WHO KNIT

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

How many times have 
we heard someone tell us 
that their body aches be-
cause there is a change in 
the weather coming? Well, 
the idea that certain pain-
ful health conditions are 
affected by the weather is 
both widespread and quite 
old, dating way back to 
Hippocrates in the fourth 
century B.C. Although 
many believe in the con-
nection between weather 
and health, most medical 
studies have come up with 
very little to support that 
premise.

Researchers, however, 
are interested in looking 
at some potential connec-
tions between atmospheric 
conditions like tempera-
ture, barometric pressure, 
and humidity and painful 
conditions such as arthri-
tis, fibromyalgia, and sinus 
headaches. The difference 
here is that the connec-
tions are not as obvious and 
the mechanism that would 
cause the symptom isn’t 
known. There is an endless 
supply of evidence backing 
up the belief that weather 
can affect painful condi-
tions like arthritis. Hey, just 
ask Grandma. She’ll tell 
ya!

It is important to note that 
doctors and researchers do 
not believe that weather ac-
tually makes arthritis or any 
disease worse. The idea is 
that weather can affect your 
symptoms. The question is 
. . . why would the change 
in weather cause pain? No 
one seems to have that an-
swer. The suspect most of-
ten picked on by arthritis 
sufferers and researchers is 
the drop in barometric pres-
sure. That is the pressure 
exerted by the air around 
us. A drop in that pressure 
often precedes a storm. The 
theory is that a decrease in 

the air pressure can cause 
the tissues around our 
joints to swell causing ar-
thritic pain. Use a balloon 
as an example. If the pres-
sure outside drops, the air 
in the balloon expands. If 
the same happens around 
our joints, the expansion or 
swelling could irritate the 
nerves causing pain. The 
key here is . . . this theory 
is …theoretical!

Doctors have an issue 
with the barometric pres-
sure theory. They believe 
the pressure changes as-
sociated with a storm are 
rather small. That they are 
about equivalent to what 
a person experiences go-
ing up in an elevator in a 
tall building. I guess there 
haven’t been many reports 
in the medical literature of 
people with arthritis hob-
bled by elevator rides (sor-
ry, I couldn‘t help myself). 
The reason there is a lack 
of interest probably lies in 
the fact that studies haven’t 
turned up much.

Despite the failures to 
find a strong connection be-
tween weather and health, 
most concur that the effects 
of weather on chronic pain 
conditions is mild at worst 
and nonexistent at best. So 
don’t start thinking about 
leaving Sullivan County 
and moving to Arizona or 
Florida where it may be 
drier or warmer. From all 
the data, you may feel great 
for the first few months; but 
your body will acclimate to 
that weather pattern and 
you may feel like you did 
before.

A final note of “Albee 
wisdom”: “Since there’s 
not much we can do about 
the weather, let’s just 
work on the things we can 
change.”

Stay well, my Hurleyville 
neighbors!!!

An Original Short Story by Jack Robbin

that I needed much light 
to see that it was a famil-
iar looking blue jacket, one 
with a big bright orange “H” 
sewn onto the front. It was 
a letterman’s jacket from 
the Hurleyville High School 
basketball team, and there 
weren’t that many of them 
around town. Only a few 
kids these days could afford 
a jacket to sew their letter 
on, so that narrowed it down 
quite a lot. A look at the tag 
in the collar of the jacket 
narrowed it down even 
more. The name “Leo” was 
written clearly on the tag.

I slung the jacket over my 
shoulder and walked back 
toward town, but instead of 
returning right away to the 
train station, I made a detour 
through the brush to a tidy 
little house just off Main 
Street.

My knock on the door 
was quickly answered, and I 
asked if Leo was at home. In 
less than a minute the teen-
ager was standing sheepish-
ly in front of me. I held out 
the jacket.

“So let me guess,” I said. 
“You and your friends 

thought you’d have a little 
fun with the younger kids, 
so you set up a “haunt-
ing” by the rock cut, and 
arranged for them to walk 
down there so you could 
scare them. I think you left 
something behind.”

“You’re right, Constable 
Kelly,” Leo replied nervous-
ly. “But that’s only part of 
the story. We had concocted 
all these plans to scare the 
kids, all right, but we never 
got the chance. Just before 
they got to where we were 
hiding, we heard an awful 
racket and then we saw a 
wisp of white, moving fast 
and making the most God-
awful groans. We all ran 
as fast as we could. While 
we were waiting there for 
the kids, my girlfriend had 
said she was getting cold, 
so I put my jacket over her 
shoulders. She told me she 
dropped it when we ran, and 
I sure wasn’t going back 
there to get it.”

The adventures of Con-
stable Bronco Kelly appear 
from time to time in The 
Hurleyville Sentinel. Hap-
py Halloween everyone!

by Elaine Corrington

HURLEYVILLE – 
Largely because attempt-
ing to knit makes me swear 
more than any other activ-
ity, you would think that I 
would avoid going into Fi-
ber on Main at 227 Main 
Street in Hurleyville, where 
knitting, crocheting and 
other unique creative op-
tions are taught by a variety 
of teachers located by An-
nie Cadden who runs the 
store. But I can’t.

The store is wonderfully 
fun with all of the special 
yarns, knitting and crochet-
ing equipment and samples 
of what local groups pro-
duce while apart or together 
in laughing and supportive 
“fiber gangs” engaging in 
the fiber arts. My very prov-
able lack of talent in these 

skills, and my very provable 
talent in making the air turn 
blue while trying to knit and 
crochet over the years with 
absolutely no improvement 
in skill, are strong reasons 
for staying away from such 
places. Nevertheless, I re-
ally love entering the store 
to see the handmade crafts, 
and can always appreciate 
seeing what others can do 
while thoroughly enjoying 
their moments together. I 
even enjoyed a couple of 
classes that allowed me to 
create pieces I loved that 
expressed my appreciation 
of weird individual use of 
fibers in ways the usual stu-
dent would neither dream 
of nor want to end up with. I 
even use them in my décor.

One of the great surprises 
for me was seeing that there 
are men in the group of very 

talented local fiber artists. 
They are welcome at all 
of the groupings, and also 
have a once-monthly meet-
ing called Men Who Knit. 
Until now, I had never met 
a man who knitted, and see-
ing what they are making 
and have made is extraordi-
nary. Not only that, they use 
these talents not only as a 
way to create, but as a way 
to assure relaxation, medi-
tation, and satisfaction in 
their daily lives, as well as a 

way to make an item to gift 
and honor family, co-work-
ers and friends. If nothing 
else, this pretty much clears 
the blue from the air.  It was 
also very surprising to learn 
of on-line and in-person 
classes and conventions for 
men who knit, and these 
events are greatly valued by 
a lot of men.

There were two men in 
the store the other day, 
making beautiful knitted 
products. Ronnie Greene 

grew up in Westchester 
and White Plains and now 
lives in Monticello, and Jo-
seph Mierzejens has lived 
in Ferndale for the last 31 
years. 

“My Mom taught me 
(to knit) when I was about 
eight years old, ‘cause she 
was a great knitter,” Mr. 
Greene explained. “I made 
a grey hat. The most elabo-
rate piece I ever made was 
a short shawl for a birthday 
gift for a tiny secretary who 
had given me a big bag. 
It was different shades of 
lavender.  I didn’t want to 
open up the door too much 
for the other women to see, 
because they were all larg-
er than she was and they 
would all want one! It was 
a challenge.”

Mr. Mierzejens said he 
first learned fiber arts in his 
earlier years in East Har-
lem.

“I used to shop with a 
lady who couldn’t get out 
much,” he said. “She taught 
me how to use those stitch-
es.” 

He kept away from it for a 

time, but says “in my early 
30s, I got back into it-- I’m 
66 now. The first thing I 
made was a bright red and 
black scarf.  I followed up 
with a sweater-vest made 
from mohair and wool. The 
most memorable piece I 
ever knit was a lace piece 
made with size 30 cotton 
and triple 0 (very thin!) 
needles. I made it for my 
Mom, and she used it for all 
special occasions!”

You can look online for 
Fiber on Main and see the 
amazing opportunities for 
taking classes suitable not 
only for those who want 
to expand their perfection 
in traditional fiber arts, but 
for those who want to find 
some creative options with 
fibers that are fun and don’t 
provoke cursing.  All will 
enjoy the great conversa-
tions- even those who never 
knew you could talk and do 
fiber arts at the same time. 
According to Mr. Greene 
and Mr. Mierzejens, it 
could even keep you from 
wanting to harm those who 
deserve it!

PHOTO PROVIDED 



NEW YORK – Voya 
Financial, Inc. (NYSE: 
VOYA), a leading pro-
vider of retirement plans 
for educators, announced 
today that Leah Exner, a 
teacher at Benjamin Co-
sor Elementary School in 
Fallsburg, has received a 
$2,000 grant as part of the 
company’s 2019 Unsung 
Heroes awards program.    

Through the Voya Un-
sung Heroes program, Voya 
Financial awards grants to 
K-12 educators nationwide 
to honor their innovative 
teaching methods, creative 
educational projects and 
their ability to positively 
influence the children they 
teach.  

“Voya handed out its first 
Unsung Heroes award more 
than two decades ago as a 
way to demonstrate its com-
mitment to serving the edu-
cation community, which 
is an important customer 
group for our Retirement 
business,” said Heather 
Lavallee, president of Tax-
Exempt Markets for Voya’s 
Retirement business. “Af-

ter awarding over $5 mil-
lion in grants, the program 
continues to be a catalyst 
for innovative learning. It 
provides educators with 
an opportunity to make an 
impact in their community, 
inspire their students and 
be recognized for their cre-
ative teaching ideas. We’re 
honored to help Leah Exner 
go above and beyond to 
prepare our leaders of to-
morrow for their own suc-
cessful futures.” 

Ms. Exner’s innovative 
teaching idea, “BCES Trail: 
Educated Wellness,” fo-
cuses on brainstorming de-
sign thoughts from students 

of all ages by having them 
design and build a one-mile 
trail. Students will create a 
writing area and brochures 
about birds, trees and math 
calculation projects to be 
included on the trail. With 
the Voya grant, signs about 
the history associated with 
the area of the trail, as well 
as native birds and invasive 
species will be added to the 
trail. Ms. Exner hopes to 
use student thoughts, tech-
nology and cooperative 
teamwork to guide them 
through the design of the 
creative trail. 

Selected from a group of 
more than 650 applicants, 

Ms. Exner is one of 100 
winners across the country 
who will receive this award 
to help fund and bring her 
program to life. In addition, 
she will now compete with 
other finalists for one of the 
top three prizes — an ad-
ditional $5,000, $10,000 or 
$25,000 from Voya Finan-
cial.

To learn more about this 
year’s winning projects, as 
well as those from previ-
ous years, visit Unsung He-
roes (unsungheroes.com). 

Applications for the 
2020 Voya Unsung Heroes 
awards are currently being 
accepted through the web-
site until April 30, 2020.   

Unsung Heroes is part of 
Voya Foundation’s signa-
ture program, Voya Teacher 
Voices. Voya Teacher Voic-
es focuses on empowering 
teachers to become leaders 
by promoting the teaching 
career, recognizing high-
achieving accomplish-
ments, providing training 
opportunities and offering 
financial support to achieve 
their goals.

by Win Hadley

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Tri-Valley Bears improved 
their overall season’s re-
cord to 2-1 with a resound-
ing 43-14 win over Sec-
tional rival Fallsburg in 
an 8-man football game at 
Hurleyville’s Morningside 
Park on September 20.

The homestanding Com-
ets fell to 1-2 on the year 
overall. It was the first 
Sectional game for each 
school. 

Tri-Valley’s quarterback 
Keegan Streimer was the 
star of the game, passing 
for a touchdown and rush-
ing for two more.

Fallsburg hosted Sec-
tional rival Ellenville as 
The Hurleyville Senti-

nel was going to press on 
Friday evening, Septem-
ber 27. The Blue Devils 
traveled to Hurleyville’s 
Morningside Park with 
a 1-0 mark in Sectional 

games and a 1-2 record 
overall.

The Tri-Valley Bears are 
next in action on Saturday, 
October 4 when they play 
a Sectional game against 

Sullivan West in Lake 
Huntington. At press time, 
Sullivan West stood at 0-1 
in Sectional play, and 0-3 
overall for 2019.
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BCES TRAIL GARNERS AWARD
Fallsburg’s Leah Exner Honored With Innovative Teaching Grant

BEARS MAUL COMETS
Tri-Valley tops Fallsburg in Football
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

by Rachel Brooks

GRAHAMSVILLE – 
It’s that time of year again: 
school has started and along 
with that so has the fall sports 
schedule. Soon enough the 
leaves are going to change 
color and the weather will 
start to get cooler. Every stu-
dent knows that going back 
to school isn’t easy, it can 
be a lot of stress on a teen’s 
mind. The transition from 
summer vacation to regularly 
scheduled school weeks isn’t 
the easiest change to deal 
with mentally. 

But there are a lot of ways 
to release stress in a healthy, 
fun way. If you are a student 
reading this, you may roll 
your eyes and brush it off, but 
sports can be a good stress 
reliever from the everyday 
struggles of school. 

Going back to school 
means work and stress for 
most students. But for the 
life of a student athlete, it’s 
so much more than that. It in-
volves constant practices and 
late nights at home and with 
your teammates trying to im-
prove yourself in ways that 
other students couldn’t imag-
ine, hitting the weight room 
even when you’re tired and 
sore, and pushing yourself 
way past your own personal 
limits. A student-athlete has 
to deal with their own per-
sonal struggles on top of that 

of trying to be the best pos-
sible athlete they can be. 

Although it may be stress-
ful at times, most student 
athletes wouldn’t stop play-
ing for the world. They find 
relief in their sports, and the 
long practices help to blow 
off steam and focus on some-
thing that isn’t academic 
work. It’s a hobby that they 
get to practice with friends 
and, for some, a possible col-
lege activity or career option 
for the future. 

Personally, I find track 
and field a huge relief. Be-
ing able to stay after school 
with a group of people who 
wouldn’t have been my 
friends if it weren’t for the 
sport is a huge stress reliever 
for me, but the running alone 
is what makes me feel light 
and stress-free. 

When running, I some-
times experience what’s 
called a “running high.” I’m 
not out of breath, my legs 
move without pain, and I 
feel like I could run forever. 
This is the case with many 
student-athletes. When play-
ing, they lose their minds in 
the game and everything else 
just melts away. 

Participating in sports is a 
very good and healthy way to 
relieve stress in the beginning 
of the year. So, join a sport, 
it will be the best decision 
you’ve ever made.

SPORTS CAN HELP 
BACK-TO-SCHOOL TRANSITION

PHOTO PROVIDED 
The author, a runner,  has found that participating in sports can 
help relieve the stress of going back to school.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Fallsburg teacher Leah Exner poses near the head of the BCES 
Trail.

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– The SUNY Sullivan 
Men’s and Women’s 
Cross Country teams have 
both opened their 2019 
seasons by travelling to 
two invitational meets in 
successive weekends.

Both teams competed in 
the Queensborough Invi-
tational at Van Cortlandt 
Park in the Bronx on Sun-
day, September 15 and in 
the Fred Pavlich Invita-
tional at Bard College in 
Annandale-on-Hudson on 

Saturday, September 21.
The Queensborough 

meet featured 131 run-
ners representing 20 two- 
and four-year colleges 
in the 5K women’s race. 
Sophomore Prue Sanders 
led the Lady Generals on 
the afternoon, finishing 
with a lifetime best time 
of 38:21. First year run-
ners Awinita Stassilli and 
Janelle White were next 
best for Sullivan.

At Bard, there were 18 
teams and more than 160 
runners competing in the 
women’s 6K race, and 

again Prue Sanders led 
the Lady Generals, finish-
ing 149th with a time of 
40:20.1. Ms. Stasilli and 
Ms. White were again the 
next from Sullivan across 
the finish.

Sullivan coach Ashley 
Weintraub, who mentors 
both the women’s and 
men’s teams, was proud 
of her squad’s perfor-
mance, especially that of 
Ms. Sanders.

 “This was a very ex-
citing way to start the 
season,” Ms. Weintraub 
said. “I hope to see Prue keep this momentum go- ing through the season. In 

the past year she has put 
in a lot of work and she is 
starting to see results!” 

The Lady Generals next 
take on Mount Saint Mary 
College in Newburgh 
on October 5, and then 
SUNY Delhi on October 
8.

On the men’s side, there 
were 149 runners rep-
resenting 20 colleges at 
the Queensborough meet, 
and freshman William 
Siegel was the first Gen-
eral across the finish line, 
with a time of 38 minutes. 
Sophomore Seth DeBar-

ros and freshman Antho-
ny Battle were the next 
Generals to finish, with 
times of 40:38 and 41:28 
respectively.

The Sullivan men fin-
ished 19 out of 20 teams 
at the 8K Fred Pavlich In-
vitational, which featured 
a strong field of two- and 
four-year schools and 
warmer than usual tem-
peratures. Freshman An-
drew Coddington had the 
best showing for the Gen-
erals, placing 101 with a 
time of 31:30.4. William 
Siegel was the next Gen-

eral to finish, ending up in 
132nd place. 

Like the women, the 
men next compete against 
Mount Saint Mary Col-
lege in Newburgh on 
October 5, and travel to 
SUNY Delhi on October 
8.

This year’s Mid-Hudson 
Conference Champion-
ships for both men and 
women are to be held at 
SUNY Ulster in Stone 
Ridge on October 17. 
The Sullivan women are 
the defending conference 
champions.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Sullivan Men’s and Women’s Cross Country Coach Ashley Wein-
traub
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