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by John Conway

MONTICELLO – In 1926, 
the U.S. Congress passed a 
resolution recognizing No-
vember 11 as Armistice Day, 
commemorating the signing 
of the cease fire with Ger-
many, ending World War I at 
the 11th hour of the 11th day 
of the 11th month of 1918. 
Armistice Day became a na-
tional holiday twelve years 
later. 

The holiday was renamed 
Veterans’ Day in 1954 in or-
der to recognize the service of 
the soldiers in all U.S. wars. 
There have been attempts 
over the years to change the 
date of the observance, but 
tradition has been strong and 
the holiday has always been 
returned to its original date. 
And throughout, the senti-
ment of honoring those who 
fought to preserve freedom 
has remained constant. This 
year is no different, and a 
number of events are sched-
uled across Sullivan County 

to commemorate the holiday.
In Woodbourne on Satur-

day, November 9, the 21st 
Annual Veterans Day Parade 
will step off at 1 p.m., spon-
sored by The Woodbourne 
Fire Company No. 1. Line 
up starts at 12 p.m.  A ser-
vice will follow at the Wood-
bourne Firehouse.

In Jeffersonville, on Mon-
day, November 11 at 6 p.m., 
there will be a Veterans 
Thank You Dinner at St. 
George’s Church, 97 School-
house Hill Road, Jefferson-
ville. For reservations, call  
(845) 482-4640, Monday 
thru Thursday from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

The Liberty Elks Lodge 
#1545 will be hosting a spa-
ghetti and meatball dinner 
for Veterans on Monday, 
November 11 beginning at 5 
p.m.  Veterans with I.D. are 
admitted free, guest admis-
sion is $7.

In Bethel on Monday, No-
vember 11 at 11 a.m., the 
Sgt. Andrew Brucher VFW 

Post 5499 will be conducting 
Veterans Day Services at the 
Veterans Park in Kauneonga 
Lake.  All veterans and the 

public are invited. Please ar-
rive by 10:45 a.m.

On Monday, November 
11, at 9:30 a.m., there will be 

a ceremony at the Summit-
ville Firehouse with refresh-
ments to follow.

At 11 a.m. on Monday, 

November 11 in Eldred the 
Tusten-Highland-Lumber-
land VFW Post #6427 and 
the Sylvan-Liebla American 

Legion Post #1363 will hold 
a Veterans Day Service at 
Heroes Park in honor of all 
veterans. Following the cer-
emony, refreshments will be 
served and the annual Raffle 
Drawing will be held.

Also at 11 a.m. on Mon-
day, November 11, the Allan 
Milk Memorial VFW Post 
#7276 will conduct Veter-
ans Day Observances at the 
Long Eddy Firehouse. Area 
veterans and the public are 
welcome. The VFW Aux-
iliary will be serving lunch 
following the program.

In Monticello, services will 
be conducted at the Sullivan 
County Government Center. 
American Legion  Ruddick-
Trowbridge Post #73, and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Bailey-Richman Post #9588, 
both based in Monticello will 
host. Deputy County Manag-
er, John Liddle, retired from 
the U.S. Navy with the rank 
of Lieutenant Commander, 
will be the keynote speak-
er. The public is cordially 

invited. Refreshments will 
follow at the Monticello Elks 
Lodge. Bill Kapito will be 
Master of Ceremonies.  For 
further information, please 
contact the Sullivan County 
Veterans Service Agency @ 
(845) 807-0233.

 At 11 a.m. on Monday, 
November 11, at the Gra-
hamsville Rural Cemetery 
on Rte. 55 in Grahamsville, 
there will be a Flag Exchange 
Ceremony in which Eugene 
Fuller’s flag will come down 
and Ted Connolly’s flag will 
be raised. Following the cer-
emony, there will be refresh-
ments at the Town of Nev-
ersink Town Hall.

And on Monday in Wurts-
boro, VFW Post #4947 will 
conduct a Veterans Day Ser-
vice at the Post at 9 a.m. and 
at 11 a.m., American Legion 
Post #1266 will conduct ser-
vices at the Veterans Park, 
Sullivan Street. Refresh-
ments will follow at the Le-
gion Post, 92 Pine Street.

“RAISE HELL” AT HURLEYVILLE ARTS CENTRE
Examines the Life of Late Newspaper Columnist

SAVE THE DATE
Holiday in Hurleyville Set for December 7

THE 11TH HOUR OF THE 11TH DAY OF THE 11TH MONTH
Sullivan County Honors Veterans

by Win Hadley

HURLEYVILLE – Plan-
ning is well underway for 
the third annual “Holiday in 
Hurleyville” event, sched-
uled for Saturday, Decem-
ber 7, and organizers say 
this will be the biggest and 
best event so far.

A number of varied events 
are already set throughout 
the town, running from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

“We will have so many 
things going on for people 
of all ages,” says Heather 
Quaintance, who is coordi-
nating the event.

Food vendors and spe-
cial holiday gift shopping 
opportunities are being ar-
ranged, and train displays, 
live music, and an alpaca 

petting zoo will highlight 
the day’s activities, which 
will also include a Hur-
leyville History Hike along 
the Milk Train Trail led by 
Sullivan County Historian 
John Conway (see story 
elsewhere in this edition). 

The newly released Dis-

ney movie, Frozen II will 
be showing at the Hur-
leyville Arts Centre cinema 
at 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. and 
Santa will be paying a visit 
to the Arts Centre ballroom 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

A holiday tree lighting 
ceremony will take place at 

5 p.m. in the mini-park next 
to the parking lot on Main 
Street.

Other activities include a 
pop-up shop by Buck Brook 
Alpacas, an art exhibit and 
sale at Gallery 222, craft 
vendors at the Pickled Owl, 
a holiday wreath sale and 
workshop at the THINC 
Lab, a special dance per-
formance at Main Street 
Dance, and much more.  

Ms. Quaintance says 
planning for the event is 
continuing and additional 
activities are likely to be 
added to the schedule. More 
information on the 2019 
Holiday in Hurleyville fes-
tivities will be published 
in the December edition of 
The Hurleyville Sentinel.

GRAPHIC PROVIDED

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT FRANCIS CURREY PASSES
             Hurleyville Showed Its Pride for Hometown Hero

by Kathleen Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – Fran-
cis Sherman Currey, the only 
Sullivan County resident to 
have been awarded the na-
tion’s highest military award 
for valor in the 20th century, 
passed away on October 8.

A member of the U.S. 
Army, Company K, 120th 
Regiment, 30th Infantry Di-
vision, Mr. Currey earned 
the Congressional Medal of 
Honor for his rescue of five 
fellow soldiers and for wag-
ing a courageous “one man 
war” which stemmed an en-

emy advance in Malmedy, 
Belgium during the Battle 
of the Bulge on December 
21, 1944. Mr. Currey was 
also awarded a Silver Star, 
a Bronze Star, two Purple 
Hearts and the Belgian Or-
der of Leopold.

He later became the first 
Medal of Honor recipient to 
be portrayed as a G.I. Joe ac-
tion figure.

A day long celebration 
was organized by communi-
ty members and held in Hur-
leyville on July 10, 2004, to 
honor Mr. Currey, a Sullivan 
County native and former 

resident of the hamlet. The 
Fallsburg Town Board of-
ficially declared the day as 
Francis S. Currey Day.

The event began with a 
parade on Main Street and 
included a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony that marked the 
dedication of Francis S. Cur-
rey Boulevard. A monument 
honoring Mr. Currey was 
unveiled and later installed 
at the Sullivan County Mu-
seum in Hurleyville. The 
members of the Hurleyville 
Fire Department showed 
their esteem by making him 
an honorary chief of the de-

partment. The occasion fea-
tured exhibits of military 
equipment and vehicles, 
entertainment, a flyover by 
Black Hawk helicopters and 
a spectacular fireworks dis-
play. 

A sign honoring Mr. Cur-
rey was erected at the top 
of Columbia Hill by Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First and 
unveiled in July, 2008.

Mr. Currey, a rare breed 
of American hero, was once 
quoted: “I can only say one 
thing. I hope that my country 
can be as proud of me as I 
am proud of this country.”

by Jonathan Shimkin

HURLEYVILLE – “A 
connoisseur of political lu-
nacy” – that’s how Molly 
Ivins described herself on 
the David Letterman show 
in 1991. You can see the 
clip on YouTube; it also in-
cludes her quip about then-
Vice-President Dan Quay-
le: “If you put that man’s 
brains in a bumblebee, it 
would fly backwards” – 
it’s funny and it stings!  In 
this pair of quick strokes, 
Molly characterizes herself 
and her work concisely and 
aptly. Her voice registers as 
part of a distinct American 
tradition, that of a regional 
folksy perspective on na-
tional affairs – the tradition 
of Mark Twain and Will 

Rogers – laced with the 
acerbic wit of H.L. Menck-
en. 

Ms. Ivins, in her 40-year 
career (she died in 2007) as 
a reporter, a nationally-syn-

dicated political columnist, 
a speaker and writer, gave 
that regional voice a Texas 
accent and wielded it with 
great wit and humanity. 
It became a potent means 
of analyzing the nation’s 
public life, refuting cant, 
satirizing the smug and the 
hypocritical, and promoting 
her ideals. And she did so, 
says Janice Engle, award-
winning documentary film-
maker and director of the 
new film “Raise Hell: The 
Life and Times of Molly 
Ivins,” with “a big heart. 
She was fiercely critical, 
but always with a glint in 
her eye. She was not ma-
licious. She loved Texas, 
she loved people, she loved   
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Continued on page 3
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Above: The late Ralph Berger (left) with Francis Cur-
rey at the installation of the monument honoring 
Mr. Currey in Hurleyville in September of 2004.

At left: Hurleyville residents Bill Carlson (left) and 
Walter Lee flank Francis Currey in July of 2008.



grass dance band.  Members 
include Paul Lounsbury, fid-
dle, guitar and vocals, Bob 
Hunt, banjo, guitar and vo-
cals, Dave Trestyn, bass and 
vocals, Bill Engle, auto harp 
and hammered dulcimer, 
and Patty Legg, guitar and 
vocals.  Patti is also a square 
dance caller and she will 
call a couple of square and 
round dances to go along 
with the concert. Bring your 
dancing shoes! 

The concert is made pos-
sible with funds from the 
Decentralization Program, 
a re-grant program of the 
New York State Council on 
the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo 
and the New York State 
Legislature and adminis-
tered by Delaware Valley 
Arts Alliance.

The event is free. Dona-
tions will be gratefully ac-
cepted. 

The theme for your tree 
can represent your organiza-
tion, business, or individual 
interests. Participants must 
provide their own artificial 
tree that is not taller than six 
feet. Please provide a table 
if it is shorter than five feet. 
Lighting on the tree is rec-
ommended.

Trees may be set up be-
tween November 22 and 
November 27, and on No-
vember 29 and November 
30. The trees will remain 
until the week of January 5.

Please call the museum 
at 845-434-8044 or email 
info@scnyhistory.org if 
you would like to reserve a 
space for your tree.

The museum, located at 

265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open on Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and on 
Sunday from 1 to 4:30 p.m.

Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and the 
Sullivan County Museum.  
You can also visit the Sul-
livan County Historical So-
ciety and Museum on Face-
book.

 
Columbia Hill 

Neighborhood Alliance

In an effort to find out 
what New York State is do-
ing to protect individual ho-
meowners from the adverse 
environmental impact of 
unsustainable development 
the members of the Colum-
bia Hill Neighborhood Alli-
ance recently met with State 
Senator Jen Metzger and 
will meet with Assembly-
woman Aileen Gunther in 
November.

Significant environmental 
concerns include:

• water supply
• wastewater treatment 
plants – type, continued 
maintenance, disposal 
route of treated wastewa-
ter
• storm water runoff
• increased traffic
• noise and light pollution
• protection of wildlife 
and natural resources
• electric supply
Visit CHNA at www.co-

lumbiahill.org or on Face-
book to learn how you can 
help to protect your environ-
ment and your community.
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Q. Thanksgiving Day is a joyous occasion to gather with family 
and friends to celebrate and to give thanks for life and health. 
What are you most thankful for on this Thanksgiving Day?

I’m most thankful for family, 
friends and health.

I’m most thankful for fam-
ily, definitely…and moving 
forward.

I’m most thankful for an-
other day above the ground.

I’m most thankful for the 
wonderful neighbors I have 
all through Hurleyville.

Donna Nestler

Alli
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the Hurleyville 
United Methodist Church 
is open on the third and 
fourth Thursday of each 
month from 4 – 6 p.m. The 
volunteers at the food pan-
try also provide free cloth-
ing for families in need on 
the fourth Thursday of each 
month. Families can sign up 
now for Thanksgiving food.  
Volunteers will distribute 
the food for Thanksgiving 
dinners on Tuesday, No-
vember 21 at 4 p.m.

“MESSY CHURCH,” 
a different kind of family 
church, is held on the sec-
ond Saturday of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. The next two 
dates are November 9 and 
December 14. Everyone is 
invited to come and enjoy 
an evening of fun activities, 
songs, games, crafts, stories 
and refreshments. 

Services are held at the 
church each Sunday from 9 
to 10 a.m. A women’s group 
meets after the service on 
the third Sunday of each 
month. 

The church holds prayer 
meetings every Monday 
from 10 a.m. until noon.  

A Bible study group 
meets at the church every 
Tuesday from 7 to 8 p.m.

The church also hosts a 
Youth Group on Fridays 
from 7 until 8:30 p.m. The 
next two dates are Novem-
ber 15 and November 22. 
Young people are invited to 
join in a variety of activi-
ties including board games, 
trivia, movie nights, arts 
and crafts. 

Please call Katrina at 
845-436-7942 for more in-
formation or if you can help 
with any of these activities.

 
The Sullivan County 
Museum and Sullivan 

County 
Historical Society

It’s time to start planning 
for the 2019 annual Theme 
Tree Exhibit and Open 
House at the Sullivan Coun-
ty Museum in Hurleyville.  
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society invites orga-
nizations, businesses or in-
dividuals to decorate a tree 
and join in the festivities. 

The Open House will in-
clude the theme tree exhibi-
tion, refreshments and live 
music by the Country Trav-
elers as part of the Society’s 
“First Sunday” concert se-
ries. The event will take 
place on Sunday, December 
1, from 1 - 4:30 p.m. The 
music will start at 2 p.m. 

The Country Travelers are 
a classic country and blue-

CATSKILL READER’S 
THEATRE PRESENTS…

As far as I’m concerned, 
Halloween kicks off the 
holiday party season, and 
the best place for a Hal-
loween party is the number 
one party place in Sulli-
van County, CABERNET 
FRANK’S in Parksville, 
and the best band to have 
for a party is PAPRIKA. 
Both came together Satur-
day night October 26. Ob-
viously I’m not the only 
one who feels this way, as 
I arrived before the band 
started to a crowd that in-
cluded Amy Brightfield, ed-
itor with Better Homes and 
Gardens (who had come in 
costume as Mrs. Robinson 
from “The Graduate”) her 
husband Jeff (as Benjamin 
Braddock) reviving the film 
THE GRADUATE with 
Anne Bancroft and Dustin 
Hoffman. DRAZ, who is 
often on stage with FISH-
ER AND KEAN arrived a 
bit later as a stereotypical 
Frenchman complete with 
an accordian…but this one 
opened to reveal Hallow-
een candy.  

The two times I’ve been 
lucky enough to catch PA-
PRIKA, I was not just im-
pressed with their musi-
cianship but also that they 
are a “show band,” com-
plete with costume and 
makeup but even more their 
command of their audience. 
This group needs a real 
stage like Cabernet Frank’s, 
this is not background din-
ing music. It is raucous, 
spicy and reaches down 
into your soul making you 
feel GOOD.  The picture 
(I’m a lousy photographer) 
from my phone does not do 
them justice, but I wanted 
to include it because that 
fuzzy haired pumpkin is 
our own TERRY DAME.

And as I was driving 
home, it struck me.  There’s 
a lot of talk recently (again) 
about revitalizing this area 
and Sullivan County as 
a whole.  What I saw that 
night was a large group of 
people coming together 
BECAUSE IT WAS FUN! 
Cabernet Frank’s is always 
FUN. This is why I and so 
many others keep going 
back. Perhaps fun should 
become a criterion and not 
just an afterthought.

An upcoming event is 
something I look forward 
to every year: HOLIDAY 
IN HURLEYVILLE on 
Saturday December 7. The 
schedule of events has not 
been released yet but if it 
will be like the past, there 
will be something to inter-
est everyone. See you there!

A very Happy Thanks-
giving to all!

Until next time….
Every Monday:
DUTCH’S OPEN MIC: 

205 Rock Hill Dr, Rock 
Hill, 7 p.m.

Every Tuesday:
THE GREATER SULLI-

VAN COUNTY SEARCH 
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA (Joanna Gass, Steve 
Schwartz, Kenny Wind-
heim, and Eric Neis), 

BREW, 280 Rock Hill 
Drive, Rock Hill, 6:30 p.m.

Every Wednesday:
CAB’AROKE, CAB-

ERNET FRANK’S, 38 
Main Street, Parksville; 
(hosted by SULLIVAN 
CATSKILLS); 5 p.m.

Dust off those old vinyl 
records and bring them to 
VINYL NIGHT AT THE 
CATSKILL BREWERY, 
672 Old Route 17, Livings-
ton Manor; 3 p.m. (Until 
Nov 27)

Wed, Nov 27: Anniversa-
ry Party with BJ & GREG 
at BUM &KELS LAKE-
SIDE TAVERN, 1132 State 
Route 52, Loch Sheldrake; 
8 to 11 p.m.

Thursdays:
CABERNET FRANK’S 

OPEN MIC; 7 p.m. 
(hosted by SULLIVAN 
CATSKILLS)

Nov 7:  hosted by BOB 
TELLEFSON

Nov 14:  hosted by FISH-
ER/KEAN

Nov 21:  hosted by LIT-
TLE SPARROW

Nov 28:  closed Happy 
Thanksgiving to All

Dec 5:  hosted by BOB 
TELLEFSON

KNOW IT ALL NIGHT 
(Trivia Night) at RAFTERS 
TAVERN, 28 Upper Main 
Street, Callicoon; 7 p.m. 

TRIVIA NIGHT at the 
PICKLED OWL; 7 p.m.

Fridays: 
Every Friday: “The Great 

American Song Book” 
with DEFINO and RAV-
DIN, and great Italian food!  
SORELLA’S, 3562 State 
Rte. 55, Kauneonga Lake; 
6 – 9 p.m.

Nov 15: THE JOHNNY 
JULES BAND at HEC-
TORS, 14 Dr. Duggan 
Road, Bethel

THE RUSSIAN MULE 
BREWERY, 1465 Denning 
Road, Claryville (in the 
Claryville Arts Center)

Nov 22: ALBI; 6 p.m.
Dec 6:  ALBI; 6 p.m.
RAFTERS TAVERN, 28 

Upper Main Street, Calli-
coon 

Nov 15: DAVID MIL-
NER; 8 p.m.

ROSCOE BEER COM-
PANY, 145 Rockland Road, 
Roscoe

Nov 8: BJ & GREG; 6 
p.m.

Nov 15:  THE BRAD 
COLLINS BAND; 6 p.m.

Nov 22: BJ & GREG; 6 
p.m.

Dec 6:  BJ & GREG; 6 
p.m.

CABERNET FRANK’S, 

Alli
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.
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Lois Herzbrun

Chris Kilgore

Dennis Raymond

38 Main St., Parksville; 
8 p.m. unless otherwise 
specified

Nov 8: SOULCAKE
Nov 15:  SIDE F/X
Nov 22: BROTALITY
Dec 6:  SNAKE CAN-

YON
Every Saturday: “The 

Great American Song 
Book” with DEFINO and 
RAVDIN, and great Italian 
food!  Sorella’s, 3562 State 
Rte. 55, Kauneonga Lake; 
6-9 p.m.

Saturdays: 
THE RUSSIAN MULE 

BREWERY, 1465 Denning 
Road, Claryville (in the 
Claryville Arts Center)

Nov 9:  AZIZA & THE 
CURE; 6 p.m.

Dec 6:  THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES; 6 p.m.

BUM &KELS LAKE-
SIDE TAVERN, 1132 State 
Route 52, Loch Sheldrake

Nov 9:  BRAD COL-
LINS; 8 p.m.

PICKLED OWL, 218 
Main Street, Hurleyville; 
6 – 9 p.m.

Nov 9:  RARE FORM, 
Acoustic, Alt rock, Funk 
duo

Nov 16th:  WIND-
FEATHER HARMONIES, 
Acoustic Covers of Various 
Genres & Originals

Nov 23: TALKING MA-
CHINE, Modern Acoustic 
Rock

Nov 30:  SHLOMO 
FRANKLIN, Solo Acous-
tic Variety

Dec 7: For HOLIDAYS 
IN HURLEYVILLE

BJ & GREG for the 
brunch crowd 1 to 4 p.m. 
(Acoustic Modern & Clas-
sic Rock)

THE JOHNNY JULES 
BAND for the evening 
crowd, 6 to 9 p.m. (Ameri-
cana)

CABERNET FRANK’S, 
38 Main St, (Exit 98 off 
17W) Parksville; 8 p.m. 
unless otherwise specified

Nov 9:  THE FAR TRIO
Nov 16: ALBI BELULI
Nov 23:  JUSTIN 

SUTHERLAND
Nov 30:  CHRIS RAABE 

ACOUSTIC
Dec 6:  80’s Dance 

and Costume Party with 
DjKO and MC Kimburlee 
Jo (hosted by Caber-
net Frank’s and Sullivan 
Catskills)

Every Sunday:  
MUSIC WHERE YOU 

LEAST EXPECT IT: De-
Fillipis Bakery, 506 Broad-
way, Monticello; 11 a.m.– 
1:30ish

RAFTERS TAVERN, 28 
Upper Main Street, Calli-
coon 

Open Mic; hosted by 
ELIZABETH ROSE; 3 to 
6 p.m. 

THE HAL GALPER 
TRIO; 6:30pm

JOHNNY JULES at the 
FAT LADY CAFÉ for 
Brunch; 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
(until further notice).

MONTICELLO – The 
Catskill Reader’s Theatre 
will present “THANX” 
on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 20 at the Ethelbert B. 
Crawford Public Library in 
Monticello at 6 p.m. and on 
November 19 at 1 p.m. at 
the South Fallsburg Senior 
Center on Laurel Avenue. 

The program features 

Thanksgiving stories, both 
reverent and irreverent , as 
well as poems, music and 
history. Performers include 
Paul Puerschner, Cookie 
House, Albee Bockman, 
Sally Gladden , and Connie 
Slater. For more informa-
tion, contact Sally Gladden 
at 845-434-0209.

PHOTO BY JANE HARRISON



Manager Josh Potosek, him-
self a member of ICMA. “In 
addition to our own 2MW 
solar array in Liberty, which 
supplies more than 25% 
of the County’s electricity 
needs, and the 2MW array 
on the County-owned cam-
pus of SUNY Sullivan, we 
have welcomed the devel-
opment of a number of com-
munity solar projects that 
provide County residents 
and businesses with lower 
cost renewable energy.”

To support solar develop-
ment, Sullivan County has 
hosted informational ses-
sions to help residents and 
business owners understand 
solar technology and ac-
cess programs like Solarize 
New York, which provides 
low-cost financing for solar 
projects. The County has 
also joined the Energize 
New York (PACE) program, 
which helps commercial 
building owners finance on-
site solar. And the County 
has hosted workshops and 
assisted individual towns to 
craft solar-friendly zoning 
and streamlined inspection 
and permitting processes, 
based upon the NY-Sun pro-

gram’s model solar zoning 
and permitting initiatives.

“All of these efforts help 
make solar energy accessi-
ble for everyone at whatever 
scale,” said Heather Brown, 
Sustainability Coordinator 
in the Office of Sustainable 
Energy. “By smoothing the 
way for solar development, 
we are helping deliver low-
cost renewably-generated 
energy to our homes and 
businesses and creating new 
jobs in the clean energy 
economy.”

SolSmart uses objective 
criteria to award commu-

nities points based on the 
actions they take to reduce 
barriers to solar energy de-
velopment. Communities 
that take sufficient action 
are designated either Gold, 
Silver, or Bronze.

As part of the SolSmart 
program, a team of national 
experts provides no-cost 
technical assistance to help 
communities achieve desig-
nation. All cities and coun-
ties are eligible to join the 
SolSmart program and re-
ceive this assistance. Inter-
ested communities can learn 
more at SolSmart.org.

HURLEYVILLE – Fif-
teen world-renowned 
chefs will be on hand gath-
ered at The Center for Dis-
covery’s ® (“The Center,” 
TCFD) in Hurleyville, 
New York, this Saturday, 
October 19th for the  2019 
Michael Ritchie Big Barn 
on October 19 Event for 
a Sustainable Future. The 
event celebratesto show-
case TCFD’s and showcas-
es its transformative Seed 
to Belly® program. Each 
chef will be makingcreat-
ed a signature dish, which 
highlightsing the produce 
grown and raised on The 
Center’s 300-acre organic, 
biodynamic farm. The in-
vited guests for the eve-
ning areincluded promi-

nent community leaders, 
members of the business, 
healthcare, media and en-
tertainment industries, and 
long-time supporters.

The Center for Discov-
ery® is an internationally-
recognized organization 
providing cutting-edge 
care and education for 
1,200 children and adults 
with complex conditions, 
like including autism. The 
Center is at the forefront 
of scientific research and 
innovation involving this 
growing population, and 
the 2019 Michael Ritchie 
Big Barn Event for a Sus-
tainable Future directly 
benefits this research.

The “Seed to Belly”® 
program is a part of The 

Center’s Department 
of Nourishment Arts® 
(DNA), led by acclaimed 
Michelin- starred Cchef 
Cesare Casella, who has 
been an inspiring force in 
the culinary world for de-
cades in both Italy and the 
United States. InThrough 
DNA, Chef Casella brings 
together the best farmers, 
registered dieticians, and 
chefs under the principle 
that Food is Medicine®, 
and with the singular goal 
of truly nourishing every 
student and resident, as 
well as the 1,700 members 
of The Center’s staff.  It 
begins with the cultiva-
tion of the soil, choosing 
the appropriate regional 
produce, and selecting the 

seeds. It involves TCFD’s 
residents and students ac-
tively participating in the 

planting and harvesting 
process, and it ends in 
the belly – after the DNA 

team prepares meals that 
nourish each individual.  

“The Michael Ritchie 
Big Barn Event for a Sus-
tainable Future,” says 
President and CEO, Pat-
rick H. Dollard  “under-
scores how critical qual-
ity food is to our health 
and to our environment,” 
says TCFD President and 
CEO, Patrick H. Dollard. 
“We see the direct impact 
of nutrition on health in 
our community, and we 
study it. For more than a 
decade, our groundbreak-
ing research program has 
benefitted from this great 
night.”

The 15 acclaimed chefs 
in attendance at the 2019 
Michael Ritchie Big Barn 

Event for a Sustainable 
Future are all DaVinci 
Master Chefs who have 
previously visited The 
Center to show support, 
create signature dishes 
from TCFD ingredients, 
and teach The Center’s 
team of DNA chefs. They 
are: were Hervé Malivert 
(Director of Culinary Arts 
& Technology, Interna-
tional Culinary Center), 
Raffaele Solinas (Cor-
porate Executive Chef, 
Maiella LIC & American 
Brass LIC), Mark Straus-
man (Managing Director, 
Fred’s at Barneys), Jeffrey 
Butler (Chef & Teacher, 
International Culinary 
Center), Kevin Garcia (Ex-
ecutive Chef, Claudio’s), 

Ralph Scamardella (Part-
ner & Chef, Tao Group 
Hospitality), Maria Loi 
(Owner & Chef, Loi Es-
tiatorio), Franklin Becker 
(Culinary Director, Clau-
dio’s), Christian Petroni 
(Owner, Fortina), Jason 
Pfeifer (Owner & Execu-
tive Chef, Manhatta), Pino 
Luongo (Owner, Morso 
Restaurant), Matt Abdoo 
(Co-Owner & Chef, Pig 
Beach), Shane McBride 
(Co-Owner & Chef, Pig 
Beach), Darren Carbone 
(Executive Chef, El Vez), 
and Julian Medina (Owner 
& Chef Toloache, Coppe-
lia, Tacuba Mexican Can-
tina, La Chula Taqueria, 
Tqs, and Latineria). 
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MONTICELLO – Sul-
livan County has received a 
Silver designation from the 
national SolSmart program 
in recognition of the Coun-
ty’s success in supporting 
solar energy development 
for towns, businesses, ho-
meowners and to power 
County operations.

Representatives from 
NYS agencies and the Mid-
Hudson Regional Council, 
as well as local solar de-
velopers, municipal leaders 
and legislators from neigh-
boring counties, gathered on 
the SUNY Sullivan campus 
October 16 to celebrate the 

award and attend a half-day 
workshop on clean energy.  

SolSmart is led by The 
Solar Foundation and the 
International City/County 
Management Association 
(ICMA) and funded by the 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Solar Energy Technologies 
Office. More than 300 cities, 
counties, and small towns 
have achieved SolSmart 
designation since the pro-
gram launched in 2016.

“We are proud of the steps 
we have taken to encour-
age solar energy growth and 
remove obstacles to solar 
development,” said County 

MONTICELLO’S HALL OF 
DISTINCTION INDUCTS FOUR

TCFD’s Patrick H. Dollard Among Them
MONTICELLO – The 

Monticello Central School 
District honored four dis-
tinguished graduates at its 
annual Hall of Distinction 
ceremony on November 1.

Patrick H. Dollard, 
president and CEO of The 
Center for Discovery and a 
1968 Monticello graduate, 
was among those induct-
ed, joining 1979 graduate 
Lori Leshner, 1988 gradu-
ate Dan Smalls, and 1999 
alum Travis Brust. Each 
was nominated to the Hall 
and selected by the Hall of 
Distinction committee.

The ceremony was 
held at the Arnold Pack-
er Hughs Auditorium at 
Monticello High School.

Later that evening, 
many gathered for a des-
sert reception to honor the 
inductees at Bernie’s Hol-

iday Restaurant in Rock 
Hill. 

Mr. Dollard is regarded 
as one of the most disrup-
tive and effective change 
agents in the world of 
healthcare. He has grown 
The Center for Discov-
ery from fewer than 30 

employees when he ar-
rived in 1980 to more than 
1,700 employees in 2019, 
and has led the transfor-
mation of the The Center 
into an economic engine 
that has contributed more 
than $1 Billion to the New 
York State economy over 
the past seven years. In-
ternationally recognized 
for developing innovative 
new models of care, Mr.  
Dollard has pioneered 
the development of the 
world’s most environmen-
tally sustainable health-
care facilities and pro-
grams, including the first 
LEED-certified health-
care facility in the Unit-
ed States. Mr. Dollard 
is also the co-author of 
the award-winning book, 
“Feeding the Heart” with 
Chef Cesare Casella.

WORLD RENOWNED CHEFS GATHER IN HURLEYVILLE 
TCFD’S LIFE CHANGING SEED TO BELLY® PROGRAM IS THE FOCUS

PHOTO PROVIDED
Sullivan County’s Sustainability Coordinator, Heather 
Brown and the award, in front of SUNY Sullivan’s 12-acre 
solar farm in Loch Sheldrake.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Chef Cesare Casella

by Jonathan Shimkin

During one of the great 
thunderstorms of August, 
lightning struck ground 
close enough to our well-
head to shatter the pump’s 
metal brackets and leave 
it dangling by a nylon 
thread, like a weight on 
a plumb line. The repairs 
took a week, during which 
we, too, were in a curious 
state of suspension over 
water.  Where to get it?  
How to store it?  How 
much, or how little, did 
we really need to wash the 
dishes (not much, it turned 
out – if you skimp on rins-
ing) or flush the toilet 
(two gallons in quick suc-
cession, on average)?

The strike made graphic 
our total dependence on 
the good order of nature 
and hydraulics; it was a 
salutary reminder of our 
creaturely vulnerabil-
ity. When an accustomed 
prop is knocked out of 
joint like that, one comes 
face-to-face with the un-
accustomed, the radical 
contingency of things. 
The realm of the unaccus-
tomed is often an anxious 
or uncanny place. Who 
wants to live with a con-
tinual reminder of one’s 
vulnerability?  Who wants 
to share one’s home with 

lightning?
We move through the 

world swathed in protec-
tive layers of assumption 
and expectation – all that 
we take for granted – and 
this obscures a truth re-
vealed, in a flash, by the 
lightning: anything can 
happen, at any time, with 
no warning, no logic, no 
reason. This is an incon-
venient truth we blithely 
dispense with in order to 
get by and get done all 
that our daily round calls 
us to do. 

The unaccustomed puts 
custom to rout; it frus-
trates our yearning for 
consistency, continuity, 
and the comfort of an or-
derly framework to things. 
That framework extends 
from the most material 
matters (If I turn the tap, 
water will flow) up to our 
most cherished systems of 
belief. Our yearning may 
ultimately be metaphysi-
cal: we want the universe 
to make sense and will 
give almost anything for 
the assurance that it does. 
In Walden, Thoreau called 
this a search for a point 
d’appui, or fulcrum: “Let 
us settle ourselves, and 
work and wedge our feet 
downward through the 
mud and slush of opinion, 
and prejudice, and tradi-

tion, and delusion, and 
appearance, that alluvion 
which covers the globe…
till we come to a hard bot-
tom and rocks in place, 
which we can call reality, 
and say, This is, and no 
mistake; and then begin, 
having a point d’appui…”

But what if there is no 
“hard bottom,” no ful-
crum?  Our life is brack-
eted, after all, by two vast 
and inconceivable tracts 
of the unaccountable: 
the one that precedes our 
entering this world and 
the one that succeeds our 
leaving it. In between, 
comes the lightning flash 
of our brief mortal span. 
So there might be wisdom 
in embracing a sense of 
the radical contingency of 
things, a wisdom condu-
cive to true humility.  

Soon enough after the 
storm, our pump was re-
paired, the water flowed, 
and things resumed their 
normal predictable course.  
Reflecting back on that 
week now, as Thanksgiv-
ing nears, I imagine what 
it would be like to feel 
as reconciled to all that 
doesn’t conform to my 
expectations as to all that 
does, to thank in equal 
measure the water-pump 
and the lightning.

Out Divine Corners Way

PHOTO PROVIDED
Patrick H. Dollard

FROM PAGE 1
humanity. Molly was all 
heart.” 

When Ms. Ivins called 
herself a “connoisseur,” she 
identified as someone who 
both understands and rel-
ishes their chosen subject, 
with an appreciation that is 
akin to love.

Ms. Engel spent six years 
working on the film, in-
cluding many months of 
going through material in 
the Molly Ivins archives 
at the University of Texas. 
She culled close to 4,000 
documents – writings, pho-
tos, letters – 

and held close to 50 in-
terviews, braiding together 
this diverse material to both 
narrate Ms. Ivins’s life sto-
ry and illustrate the themes 
that drove her work. Ms. 
Engel says she was inspired 
by Ms. Ivins’s example, as 
someone who spoke truth 
to power, and issued “a call 
to action” to the public-at-
large: it is up to the public 
to do the “heavy lifting” of 
the work of citizens, i.e., 
questioning, scrutinizing, 
and, ultimately, voting on 
everything and everyone 
that affects their own future 
and the future of the coun-
try. 

Ms. Engel found her sub-
ject to be “incredibly pre-
scient – what she talked 
about is what is happening 
right now,” and says of her 
film: “This is Molly’s time. 
The film should inspire and 
empower people to act; to 
talk to others, including (or 
especially) their political 

opponents; to find common 
ground.” 

“Raise Hell” is testament 
not only to Ms. Ivins’s life 
and work, but to her legacy. 
Ms. Engel tells of one of 
the first screenings of the 
film, in Texas last August. 
During the Q&A following 
the film, a ten-year old girl 
asked what advice Molly 
would have had for her, and 
Ms. Engel answered: “She 
would tell you to be true to 
yourself, to stand up for the 
powerless and those being 
bullied, to always be kind, 
to always speak the truth.” 

Ms. Engle later learned 
that the girl went back to 
her elementary school and 
started a class newspaper, 
staking her first claim to 
the kind of citizenly en-
gagement that Ms. Ivins 
advocated her whole life. 
Just as she was inspired 
by her predecessors in the 
sphere of speaking truth to 
power – the Mark Twains, 
the H.L. Menckens – so 
she passed a torch on to the 
younger generations, en-
couraging them “to always 
take the lead” in creating 
the fair and free system of 
governance and the flour-
ishing public life that is one 
of the founding promises of 
the nation.

There will be screenings 
of “Raise Hell: The Life 
and Times of Molly Ivins” 
at the Hurleyville Arts Cen-
tre on November 8, 9, and 
10. Janice Engel will be 
present to introduce and 
speak about the film on No-
vember 9, at 7 p.m. 

“RAISE HELL”

Sullivan County Earns ‘SolSmart Silver’
for Advancing Solar Energy Growth
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those who do. We even 
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed, 
for free. Stop by any Monday 
night and find out how you 
can help.

In October the fire depart-
ment lost two longtime mem-
bers. The first was Joe LaRuf-
fa. Joe was a 58-year member 
and served as secretary of the 
department for many years. In 
addition to being a firefighter, 
he was the Fallsburg High 
School senior band direc-
tor. He demanded perfection 
from his musicians and got 
it. His bands played a higher 
grade of music than most high 
schools in competition and 
received “A and A+ grades in 
these competitions. I had the 
honor of playing for Joe in the 
band at the New York State 
pavilion at the 1964 World’s 
Fair in New York City.

A few days later we and the 
nation lost Francis Currey, a 
Medal of Honor recipient for 
his heroics during the Battle 
of the Bulge in WWII. Fran-
cis was one of three Medal of 
Honor recipients from WWII 
left. He is a Honorary Chief 

of the Hurleyville Fire De-
partment. When the fire de-
partment celebrated its 50th 
Anniversary, Francis was the 
Grand Marshal. My wife and 
I, along with a few Hurleyville 
firefighters, went to his funer-
al in New Baltimore. On the 
way from the church to the 
cemetery we passed a number 
of firehouses, and they all had 
a ladder truck with the Ameri-
can flag hanging over the road 
and the members lined the 
street in full dress uniform in 
front of their firehouse to hon-
or him on his final journey. 

As you read this, it is No-
vember and time for the heat-
ing season. 
Furnace Safety tips:
• Get your furnace tuned up
• Get your chimney cleaned
• Remove built up clutter 
from and around any heating 
device

Here are some impor-
tant space heater safety tips:
• Do not use extension cords; 
plug the space heater in di-
rectly
• Place heaters on a solid, flat, 
level surface
• Do not use electric heaters 
in the bathroom or other wet/
damp areas
• Periodically check elec-

October 31, 1941

SUPPORT GOOD 
GOVERNMENT

Re-elect Mortim-
er Michaels Demo-
cratic Candidate for 
Supervisor, Town of Falls-
burg

1940 – 1941 Achieve-
ments:

1. Adoption of budget Plan 
and abolition of Fee System

2. Reduction in Taxes 
from Rate of $12.59 per 
$1,000 Assessment in 1939 
to $11.29 per $1,000 in 1940 
or a saving of 12%.

3. Adoption of Bid System 
on all purchases in excess of 
$500.

4. Reduction in Purchase 
Price of Road-Tars and Oils.

5. No unfunded Debt and 
no outstanding Certificates 
of Indebtedness or Claims 
against the town.

6. Adoption of County 
Self Insurance Plan. Saving 
of Approximately $2,500 
yearly on Compensation In-
surance.

SEEKS RE-ELECTION 
ON PAST RECORD

“More roads for less Mon-
ey.” That is the by-word of 
the campaign for re-election 
of Roy T. Clark for superin-
tendent of highways. In his 
past six years in office, Mr. 
Clark had, with approxi-
mately one-third of the ap-
propriation of his predeces-
sors, built at least three times 
as much improved road as 
they have. This could have 
been brought about only be 
efficient handling of men 
and machinery, by economy 

in purchase of materials, and 
by allowing good honest ef-
fort to the job.

For the year 1941 alone, 
Mr. Clark has built 13 miles 
of road in the Town of Falls-
burg, and, when we consider 
that good roads are the life 
blood of our community, it 
behooves every citizen and 
taxpayer to keep this sterling 
official in the job where he 
can serve our interests best.

A vote for Roy T. Clark is 
a vote for out good welfare 
and well-being.

AN APPEAL TO 
VOTERS - - - ELECT 

CAUTHERS

If you elect Charles Cau-
thers as Road Superinten-
dent for the Town of Falls-
burg, you will have chosen 
a man well qualified and 
experienced in the work of 
road building. He has served 
as Road Commissioner for 
the Village of Woodridge for 
over six years.

Mr. Cauthers is the Re-
publican Candidate for 
Road Superintendent. He is 
running a clean campaign 

and has made no deroga-
tory statements concerning 
his opponent. All who know 
“Chill” know an honest man, 
a willing worker, and a man 
with good business ability.

Mr. Cauthers, a resident of 
Woodridge since his birth on 
the John Cauthers farm, is 
one of the most capable men 
for the position. He is a man 
who knows hard work and 
will not shirk any duties that 
may come his way.

Mr. Cauthers has pledged 
himself to a program of serv-
ing all people in the Town of 
Fallsburg to the very best of 
his ability

November 7, 1941

FOUR INCUMBENTS 
RETURNED TO 

OFFICE IN COUNTY 
ELECTION

G.O.P. Retained Majority 
on Board of Supervisors

Voters of Sullivan County 
re-elected the four incum-
bents of county offices and 
the Republican majority on 
the Board of Supervisors 
changed from the 9-6 to 
8-7 majority. Largest plu-
rality went to County Clerk 
J. Bruce Lindsley who won 
over his Democratic op-
ponent, Frank McKeon of 
Bloomingburg by 4,955 
votes. Mr. Lindsley, returned 
to office for his fifth term, 
got 10,823 as against 5,868 
for McKeon.

The contest for the office 
of Sheriff, watched with per-
haps the greatest interest by 
both parties resulted in the 
return to office of the pres-
ent Democratic incumbent, 
Harry Borden, who defeated 

his Republican opponent, 
John Baldwin of Livingston 
Manor by a margin of 719.

In the Town of Fallsburg 
which is recognized as a 
Democratic stronghold, 
present office holders were 
swept back into office with 
substantial majorities with 
the exception of Sup’t of 
Highways Roy C. Clark who 
was defeated by Charles 
Cauthers, Republican.

Hyman E. Mintz, whose 
term of office as magistrate 
expires this year, was elect-
ed to the office of tax collec-
tor, while his place on the 
Town Board will be taken by 
Monroe Davis, Woodbourne 
attorney who was elected as 
town councilman.

In the town of Callicoon, 
Fred Hessinger, veteran 
Democratic supervisor was 
nosed out by a single vote 
when Walter Weiss, G.O.P. 
candidate defeated him. In 
the Town of Lumberland, 
however, Republican Ed-
ward Bisland was defeated 
by only six votes in a bit-
terly fought contest with 
Walter A. Schwartz whom 
he defeated two years ago 
by eight votes.

The shifting population of 
the Town of Neversink was 
believed responsible for the 
defeat of Republican Super-
visor Robert T. Many by a 
margin of fifty-two votes 
less than his Democratic op-
ponent, William Hotchkin. 
The departure of many old 
residents whose properties 
have been taken over by the 
N.Y.C. water project and the 
infiltration of a large num-
ber of aqueduct workers has 
changed the political ten-
dencies of the township.

Do you know a teen 
who needs community ser-
vice hours? We know that 
sometimes it isn’t easy to 
find the available hours 
required for school. The 
Fallsburg Library has hours 
available after school and 
on Sundays. Some tasks 
include cleaning, shelving 
books, and program help. 
The only requirements are 
that the volunteer be be-
tween the ages of 13 and 
17 and be a resident of the 
Fallsburg School District. 

You can call us at 845-436-
6067 or stop in to ask about 
hours. Check out some of 
the great programs you can 
volunteer to help out at.

Wednesday, November 
6, at 6 p.m. is Ladies Night! 
Ladies ages 18+ can come 
in to decorate a wine glass 
to look like a turkey.

On Thursday, Novem-
ber 14 at 6 p.m., back by 
popular demand, bring 
in the whole family for 
a night of rock painting. 
Wednesday, November 

20 at 6 p.m., we’ll have 
an adult coloring hour for 
ages 18+. We’ll provide 
coloring materials (color-
ing sheets, colored pencils, 
markers, crayons). 

The night after that, on 
November 21, kids ages 
6+ are welcomed to come 
in and make a cute turkey 
pin out of beads. As usual, 
our Children’s Craft Night 
is 6 p.m. on Mondays and 
our Preschool Story Time 
is Tuesday mornings at 
10. Please register for pro-

grams as space is limited. 
You can stop in or call us 
to reserve your seat.

As you can see, we have 
many great things coming 
up at the Fallsburg Library. 
Some programs have lim-
ited spots, so please call, 
email, or stop in to sign 
up. Here’s a reminder of 
our contact information: 
call: 845-436-6067, email: 
fbr@rcls.org, stop in: 12 
Railroad Plaza South Falls-
burg, NY or follow us on 
social media!

PHOTO PROVIDED
Longtime Sullivan County 
Sheriff Harry Borden

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

FCSD’S ARLENE HUSSEY RECEIVES 
AN AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE

FALLSBURG – The 
Fallsburg Central School 
District (FCSD) is proud 
to announce that Arlene 
Hussey has received a 2019 
Award for Excellence in 
the area of School Board 
Service from the Mid-Hud-
son School Study Council 
(MHSSC).

Mrs. Hussey recently 
completed twelve years of 
service as a FCSD Board 
of Education member, and 
has been re-elected to an-
other three-year term. She 
received outstanding letters 
of recommendation for her 
nomination from current 
BOE President and Vice-
President, Debra Barbiani 

and Katherine Rappaport 
respectively, and from Su-
perintendent of Schools, Dr. 

Ivan Katz.
A valued member and 

long-time retired teacher in 
the district, Mrs. Hussey has 
helped Mrs. Barbiani im-
measurably with her knowl-
edge and experience over 
many years of service.

“Her passion is the stu-
dents at Fallsburg Central 
School District,” says the 
Board President. “Arlene is 
truly a gem.”

Board Vice-President 
Rappaport echoes the prais-
es of Mrs. Hussey when 
she says, “She brings to 
the Board her years of edu-
cational wisdom that she 
learned in the classroom and 
‘in the trenches,’ not from a 

textbook.” 
Superintendent Dr. Katz 

also values Arlene Hussey 
for her passion and service.

“She understands that we 
need strong advocates who 
are willing to fight for the 
children of our school dis-
trict,” he said. “Arlene’s 
commitment to Fallsburg is 
second to none and serves as 
its own unwritten rationale 
for excellence in boards-
manship!”

The MHSSC is located at 
Mount Saint Mary’s College 
in Newburgh. They present-
ed their annual awards at a 
dinner held on October 17 at 
Anthony’s Pier One Restau-
rant in New Windsor.

by Kelly Wells & Amanda Letohic

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

tric heater cords for exposed 
wires and damage (do not use 
if you notice any damage)
• For gas heaters, use only 
the fuel recommended by the 
manufacturer
Wood Stove Safety tips:
• Clean and inspect your 
chimney
• Use seasoned wood
• Make sure all combustibles 
are at least three feet away for 
the stove
• Get rid of hot ash in a metal 
container outside away from 
the house

When was the last time you 
cleaned or checked you dryer 
vent? Now is a good time to 

check it and clean out the lint 
and make sure there are no 
leaves or other debris block-
ing the vent opening.

Most safety is just using 
common sense.

And you probably changed 
your clock by falling back one 
hour. Did you change the bat-
teries in your smoke and CO 
detectors? Remember ALL 
new detectors now have a 
ten-year nonreplicable bat-
tery. Make sure that you test 
them and vacuum the dust out 
of them.

Be safe out there and use 
some COMMON SENSE.

SULLIVAN COUNTY SCORES WELL AGAIN
County Free of Fiscal Stress

MONTICELLO – For 
the fourth year in a row, the 
NYS Comptroller’s Office 
has designated Sullivan 
County free of fiscal stress.

The Office recently re-
leased its 2018 Fiscal Stress 
rankings for municipalities 
and school districts state-
wide, based on the annual 
financial reports submit-
ted to the Office. Sullivan 
County again scored well, 
earning the best rank of 
“No Designation” (mean-
ing there are no indications 
of the County being sus-
ceptible to fiscal stress at 

this time).
Entities receive a fiscal 

score and an environmen-
tal score. Based on the fis-
cal score, the system as-
signs an entity to one of 
three categories of stress 
or to the “No Designation” 
category if its score doesn’t 
meet the threshold of 
stress. The three categories 
of stress are “Significant 
Fiscal Stress,” “Moderate 
Fiscal Stress” and “Sus-
ceptible to Fiscal Stress.”

“This is the second year 
in a row that we’ve been 
given the best fiscal score 

we have ever at-
tained,” Sullivan 
County Manager 
Josh Potosek 
said, referring to 
the 12.9 points 
assigned to the 
County by the 
Comptroller’s Of-
fice. “And this lat-
est report shows 
we continue to 
maintain County 
government’s fis-
cal stability.”

In 2014, Sullivan was 
listed as being “Susceptible 
to Fiscal Stress” due to a 
combination of short-term 
debt and expenses, with a 
score over 45 points. That 
dropped to 36.7 in 2015, 
then 22.5 in 2016. In 2017, 
the County first hit the 12.9 
point mark.

“This Fiscal Stress rank-
ing shows our residents 
and taxpayers that we have 
a great group of hardwork-
ing professionals running 
this County together as 
efficiently as possible,” 
remarked County Trea-
surer Nancy Buck, who 

works closely 
with Potosek and 
Management & 
Budget Com-
missioner Janet 
Young to monitor 
revenues and ex-
penditures.

While the 2018 
report again lists 
Sullivan as “Sus-
ceptible to Envi-

ronmental Stress” 
with a score of 
33.3 points, that’s 

notably down from the 
2017 assignment of 36.7 
points and is only a few 
points above “No Designa-
tion.” The data used to cre-
ate that score – population 
changes, poverty levels, 
tax base, unemployment 
rates, state/federal aid and 
other items – represents is-
sues that are not fully with-
in County control.

To access the Comptrol-
ler’s reports for the County 
and other municipalities 
and school districts, visit 
www.osc.state.ny.us/local-
gov/fiscalmonitoring/in-
dex.htm.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Sullivan County 

Manager
Josh Potosek

PHOTO PROVIDED

PHOTO PROVIDED
Arlene Hussey



Sitting on the cement be-
hind the house, a bucket rested 
on the slate-grey patio. Water 
dripped into the pail, creating 
ripples in the rusty, mosquito-
filled water. The rhythmic 
dripping harmonized with the 
wind brushing through the 
leaves, complementing the 
chickadee’s chicking, and the 
morning doves hooing. It was 
like a morning symphony of 
noises. Mother Nature’s aca-
pella, if you will.

A hummingbird zipped 
down from a tree, and land-
ed on the brim of the metal 
pail, analyzing its own re-
flection, its red chest spark-
ing an interest in the bird’s 
mind. Tilting his head right 
and left, tempted to delve its 
long nose into the red glint. 
Then a gust of warm wind 
took him back. Fluttering his 
wings, he caught his balance 
and zoomed up to an almost 
empty hummingbird feeder. 
Perching himself on the sun-
bleached plastic, he stuck his 
snake-like tongue into the 
flower shaped hole. Slurping 
up the last few drops, he sat 

up. Tilting his head and star-
ing as if more would magi-
cally appear if he waited long 
enough. 

His gaze drifted over to an 
open window, one that led 
into an old white house with 
an old green roof. Buzzing 
over to the window, he hov-
ered there for a bit, shifting 
his position every now and 
again. There was a fist-sized 
hole in the screen, which 
seemed to create an open door 
to an array of beautiful pink 
orchids, basking in the mid-
day sun behind it. Seeing this, 
the hummingbird whizzed 
into the hole, hitting his wings 
on either side of the screen in 
doing so. He tumbled, fall-
ing graciously onto the lap of 
someone he had seen before; 
surprisingly the lap did not 
move. Regaining his balance, 
the bird flew up, and the per-
son to whom the lap belonged 
was face down on the table, 
a fermented cup of coffee 
held by one finger resting on 
the table, an arm extended. A 
silver fork lay on the ground 
with a limp hand hanging over 

it. The body wore a bright or-
ange vest, with a camouflage 
coat underneath, and was rid-
dled with holes and rips. 

The hummingbird flew 
over to one of the holes in the 
orange vest, looking it up and 
down, seeing the fluorescent 
color, he stuck his long beak 

into the hole. Instead of nec-
tar flowing out, however, the 
hummingbird sucked on soft, 
squishy flesh. Cocking back 
quickly, the hummingbird 
shook its head, flinging off 
the pungent tasting substance. 
Studying the body once again, 
the hummingbird spotted a 

shiny white bottle, tilted over, 
spilling its contents on the 
brown table, where vibrant 
white and pink colored ca-
plets sit there calling for him. 

Hovering over to them, 
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ORCHIDS An Original Short Story by Rachel Brooks

by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – A dig-
ital media lab (DML) is a 
gathering of equipment that 
allows original digital con-
tent to be created or analog 
content to be converted to 
digital formats. 

The digital media lab at 
THINC is an active media 
center, fostering the educa-
tion of students at The Cen-
ter for Discovery and Falls-
burg Central School District, 
and producing technical and 
creative content to benefit 
TCFD employees, students, 
and their families. Once you 
see the digital media lab 
at THINC and meet Julie 
Palmer, Project Coordinator 
and the heart of the DML, it 
becomes obvious that this 
is so much more than just a 
gathering of equipment.

After working at TCFD 
as an inventory specialist 
and a rehab technician, Ju-
lie Palmer landed at THINC 
last year as a Project Coor-
dinator, spending much of 
her time in the digital media 
lab where she uses the pho-
tography and video skills 
she began developing as a 
young girl. She took pho-
tography classes in school 
and at SUNY Orange, and 
worked for a major pho-
tography/ portrait company. 
Her excellent problem solv-
ing skills and creative na-
ture are the qualities needed 
to activate the DML space at 
THINC.

Movies can be magical. 
Creating a short film is great 
way to encourage non–writ-
ers to “write” a story. In 
the DML at THINC, Ms. 
Palmer exposes TCFD kids 
to movie making by first 
coaxing them to sit in front 
of a green screen. She then 
asks willing participants 
to recite simple scripts and 
films them. After chang-
ing the green screen back-
ground, she shows the film 
clip to the students. This 
process gets them excited to 
come back and do more at 
the DML.

Screens and digital media 
are a huge part of the lives 
of digital natives, the gen-
eration of people who grew 
up in the era of ever-present 
technology, including com-
puters and the internet. Dig-
ital natives are comfortable 
with technology and com-
puters at an early age and 
consider technology to be an 
integral and necessary part 
of their lives. Many teenag-
ers and children today are 
considered to be digital na-
tives as they mainly com-
municate and learn via com-
puters, social; networking, 
and texting. Digital natives 
require interactive learning, 
so naturally, movie making 
is a creative and interactive 
approach for students to ex-
press what they are learning.

This school year, the 
Fallsburg Makers Club will 
have the opportunity to 
work with Ms. Palmer on 
creating a movie, a com-
mercial, or a public service 
announcement that will 
benefit their school. The 
seventh and eighth grad-
ers will use scripts, story 
boards, and schedules to 
create their films. In addi-
tion to these writing tools, 
they will learn how to use 
the cameras, lights, and mi-

crophones, technical tools 
that they may encounter in 
future classes or jobs.  

Ms. Palmer also works 
with TCFD clinicians and 
educators to create videos 
for educational and thera-
peutic programming. Em-
ployees can access training 
videos from anywhere to 
stay up to date on job infor-
mation like health and safe-
ty, for example. The videos 
are made by fellow employ-
ees and supervisors using 
the DML at THINC, which 
is a cost savings compared 
to hiring an outside produc-
tion company.

School portraits are a sen-
timental keepsake for most 
parents. Usually, schools 
employ photography com-
panies that set up shop in a 
gym or cafeteria, taking pic-
tures of hundreds of children 
in one or two days. This in-
volves aggressive schedul-
ing and an assumption that 
the students can wait on 
line, follow directions and 
pose for pictures quickly in 
a busy setting. Many stu-
dents at TCFD have a com-
fort level and skill level that 
cannot be met in that setting. 
Having had portrait photog-
raphy experience in schools 
has allowed Ms. Palmer to 

develop a different “picture 
day” experience for the stu-
dents. 

She sends a Social Story 
video to teachers, who then 
show it to the students. The 
video includes her narration 
of pictures of the THINC 
building and the digital me-
dia lab, showing who she 
is, and explaining to them 
exactly where they will sit, 
and what the equipment 
around them will be used 
for. When they arrive, both 
the space and the photog-
rapher are familiar to them. 
Small groups of two to six 
students are scheduled for 
school photos on a given 
day. If a student or a class is 
having a difficult day, they 
can reschedule their school 
photos for another time, 
eliminating stress factors 
that can upset the school 
day. An adult resident as-
sists with school portraits 
by welcoming the groups 
and writing down names 
and photo numbers.

Ms. Palmer has been train-
ing the resident, Kadeidra, 
for a few weeks now, using 
the Digital Media Lab as her 
vocational work experience 
setting. She is in the process 
of creating her own video 
of “traveling the world”, an 
idea Ms. Palmer says came 
from hearing a song. Kade-
idra called the song “epic” 
and knew that it would be 
the perfect backdrop to her 
traveling adventure film, a 
fun experience that also en-
courages her self-advocacy 
skills, as well as learning 
about creating props and 
costumes. Ms. Palmer and 
her assistant also create so-
cial medial posts, knows as 
“THINC Thursday” each 
week to highlight new ac-
tivities at THINC.

Powerful recording and 
editing equipment combined 
with caring and knowledge-
able staff has us excited to 
see what other magical digi-
tal content may come out of 
the digital media lab in the 
future. Stay tuned!

by Elaine Corrington

HURLEYVILLE – Oc-
tober brought The Center 
for Discovery’s second an-
nual Student Art Show to 
Gallery 222 on Main Street 
in Hurleyville. Three art 
teachers from The Center 
for Discovery worked with 
students with a great vari-
ety of complexities so those 
students could display their 
passions, creativity, and 
growing artistic abilities to 
express themselves. Their 
artwork is surprising, un-
expected, unique to each 
featured artist, and eye-
opening to gallery visitors. 

Each of the three teach-
ers has been at TCFD for 
more than ten years. All 
three had a passion for, and 
a need to experience, learn-
ing about art from very 
young ages- and can still 
remember their art teach-
ers. They are talented and 
admired artists themselves.  

Chris Kilgore is still in 
touch with her early art 
teachers who played a piv-
otal role in her artistic de-
velopment and further edu-
cation in fine arts. Christine 
Record had a special pas-
sion for tattooing, as well 
as drawing, painting, and 
design. Yaritza Rivera start-
ed with drawing and took 
advantage of every oppor-
tunity to learn other forms 
of art. During their college 
and early working years, 
all three took advantage 
of opportunities to work 
with people with multiple 
severe complexities- sen-
sory, learning, and physi-
cal- and discovered that art 
could matter to their stu-
dents’ development, social 
communication, empathy, 

MAGIC HAPPENS IN THE DIGITAL 
MEDIA LAB AT THINC

AMAZING ARTISTS, AMAZING ART AT GALLERY 222

PHOTO PROVIDED 

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Kadeidra is in the process of creating her own video at the Digi-
tal Media Lab.

PHOTO BY CHRIS KILGOREPHOTO BY CHRIS KILGORE

the hummingbird poked and 
prodded at the three of them 
that remained. After flick-
ing them around for a bit, the 
hummingbird finally decided 
to investigate the bright pink 
orchids. Beating his wings in 
a uniform fashion, the hum-
mingbird sat just above the 
flowers. They were healthy, 
thriving, beautiful, alive. 

The hummingbird stuck his 
tendril-like tongue into the 
flower and drank the sweet 
nectar for which he had been 
longing, the almost silent 
sound of his wings reverberat-
ing throughout the house. The 
uneasy sound of a fly buzzing 
broke the calmness. The hum-
mingbird settled down on the 
edge of the table, staring out 
into the rustling trees and the 
cloudless sky. A gust of wind 
blew the fly slightly off track. 
The water continued to drip 
into the bucket, sounding like 
a metronome, beating right 
on time. The feeder still hung 
there, oscillating by itself, 

empty.
The fly landed on the body, 

rubbing its feet together as 
if it were plotting something 
dastardly. The world turned, 
slowly, going almost un-
noticed. The hummingbird 
hopped over to the head of 
the body and peeled off some 
wiry, long, grey hair and 
settled it in his mouth. Fly-
ing out of the hole, this time 
avoiding the edges of the 
screen, the hummingbird flew 
up to its nest, and provided a 
little bed for the eggs that his 
mate was about to lay. Still in 
the house, the fly burrowed 
into the mushy skin, and laid 
eggs inside the slowly rotting 
meat. providing shelter and 
food for the young, allowing 
the legacy of the fly to live on 
for another few weeks. 

Over time, the maggots 
slowly ate away at the flesh, 
the body now far past rigor 
mortis, the bones that were 
there began to show through. 
the fermented coffee hard-

ened to the porcelain mug. A 
dead bird lay next to the pill 
bottle, only one of the pink 
and white pills remaining. 
Soon maggots migrated over 
to the dead bird. They left the 
soupy greenish-red mess of 
the person with the orange 
vest behind and continued 
to feast on another, fresher 
snack. 

It has been 6 months now. 
The hummingbird had flown 
to other places, but the young 
still stayed here, every now 
and again fleeing inside the 
white and green house to taste 
the sweet nectar of the pink 
orchids. 

It’s a funny thing, that the 
very elements that make up 
our body, are the elements 
that eventually kill us.

We hope this macabre tale 
helped keep the Halloween 
spirit alive. Rachel Brooks’ 
fictional pieces will run oc-
casionally in future editions 
of The Hurleyville Sentinel. 

adaptability to new tasks, 
increasing independence, 
and personal joy and satis-
faction. It isn’t difficult to 
see that providing art edu-
cation has brought equal 
satisfaction and growth to 
the teachers, and with their 
students, they have much 
to pass on to others.

Promoting interest in 
other artists and their work, 
sharing reactions to artistic 
choices, adapting tools and 
materials to suit the needs 
of the student and the art-
work are not always in-
tuitive. They often take the 
group into experimental 
adaptations with sensory, 
physical and occupational 
therapists, carpenters, mak-
ers, and people who have 
weird ideas that just might 
work. TCFD is full of staff, 
students, and adults who 
take great joy in experi-
menting, learning, open-
ing up new possibilities 
for others, and celebrating 
all creative and functional 
growth. It is impossible to 
not appreciate what you 
see- especially if you also 
have the opportunity to ap-

preciate the process of the 
artist over time.

Seeing the art show makes 
the viewer want to know 
more, and these teachers 
and their students are an 
incredible resource. They 
have so much more to 
share. They are articulate 
about the value of art edu-
cation to those who just fall 

in love with art from a very 
early time in life, to those 
who work with others to 
make art education pos-
sible and adaptable for all- 
no matter where they are in 
life. This is certainly a part 
of what The Center for Dis-
covery can share far outside 
of Hurleyville and Sullivan 
County.



by John Conway

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
The 2019-2020 edition of 
the SUNY Sullivan wres-
tling team will swing into 
dual meet action begin-
ning Tuesday, November 
5 when they host Middle-
sex County College for a 
6 p.m. match at the Paul 
Gerry Fieldhouse in Loch 
Sheldrake.

The Edison, N.J. based 
Blue Colts will be opening 
their dual match season 
with the match, as well.

The Generals were in 
tournament action at the 
Brockport Open at SUNY 
Brockport in upstate New 
York last weekend. Tour-
ney results were not avail-
able at press time.

Sullivan Coach Anthony 
Ng is hoping this year’s 
team can build on the suc-
cesses of last season, dur-
ing which General grap-
plers recorded a number of 
firsts for the program, in-
cluding its first dual meet 
victory, its first match 
fielding an entire squad, 
and the school’s first wres-
tling All-America selec-
tion.

Then-sophomore Jhavon 
Innocent, since graduated, 
achieved that honor by 
virtue of his eighth place 
finish in the 174 pound 

division at the NJCAA 
Championships in Council 
Bluffs, Iowa in March. 

Coach Ng has high hopes 
for his current squad, de-
spite the loss of his All-
American, as well as team 
captain Robert Satriano, 
who also qualified for the 
national tournament last 
year. Leading the return-
ees from last season are 
149-pounder Dan Mandic, 

who qualified for nation-
als in 2019, 174-pounder 
Brian Mascaro, and this 
year’s team captain Thom-
as Hubmaster.

In addition, the Gen-
erals boast a number of 
top newcomers, includ-
ing several Section 9 high 
school champions and an 
outstanding internation-
al wrestler, Anas Samir 
of Morocco. Coach Ng 
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SULLIVAN WRESTLERS OPEN 2019 SEASON
Generals Hoping to Build on Last Year’s Success
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– The Mid-Hudson Con-
ference has named four 
SUNY Sullivan cross-
country runners to its All-
Conference teams.

The Mid-Hudson Con-
ference is part of Region 
XV of the National Junior 
College Athletic Associa-
tion. 

On the women’s side, 
Sullivan harriers Prue 
Sanders and Awinitia Sta-
silli were accorded first 

team accolades along with 
Michaela Frisbee and 
Florence Ruckdeschel of 
SUNY Orange and Caro-
line Alcantaro-Reynosa 
of Rockland. Ms. Fris-
bee was named the Mid-
Hudson Conference Most 
Valuable player.

Ms. Sanders, a sopho-
more, finished 32nd at the 
Region XV Champion-
ships in Milton, NY on 
October 23, while Ms. 
Stasilli was 34th.

Sullivan’s Andrew Cod-
dington and Seth DeBar-

ros were joined on the 
men’s All-Conference 
team by William Joiner 
and Michael Vigliotti of 
Rockland, David Soto and 
Adam St. Germain of Or-
ange, and Franci Kocaj of 
Westchester. Mr. Soto was 
named 2019 MVP.

Mr. Coddington fin-
ished 14th at the Region 
XV meet for Sullivan.

Ashley Weintraub 
coaches both the men’s 
and women’s cross coun-
try teams at SUNY Sulli-
van. 

by Win Hadley

ELLENVILLE – The 
Ellenville Blue Dev-
ils ended the Fallsburg 
Comets 2019 football 
season with a 48-24 
home playoff victory on 
October 26. The Devils 
improved their over-
all record to five wins 
against two losses on 
the season, with a per-
fect 4-0 slate in league 
games, while Fallsburg 
fell to 2-5 overall and 
1-3 in the league.

The Comets had 
streaked to a 24-16 half-
time lead in the game, 
but could not keep 

pace with Ellenville in 
the second half, as the 
Blue Devils scored 32 
unanswered points. El-
lenville’s victory came 
almost totally on the 
ground, as they attempt-
ed only six passes on 

the evening, complet-
ing just one for nine 
yards. They did rush for 
415 yards on 36 carries, 
however, with senior 
Sean Pettway leading 
the way with 170 yards.

Fallsburg totaled 299 
yards on the ground, to 
go with 47 yards pass-
ing. Senior Jesse Acev-
edo accounted for 37 of 
the passing yards as well 
as 255 yards rushing on 
33 carries. Mr. Acevedo 
accumulated 1370 yards 
rushing this season, the 
best in the conference, 
and scored 14 touch-
downs while averaging 
8.7 yards per carry.

FOUR SULLIVAN HARRIERS 
NAMED ALL-CONFERENCE

ELLENVILLE KNOCKS COMETS 
OUT OF PLAYOFFS

Blue Devils Win Eight-Man Contest 48-24

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– Two SUNY Sullivan 
volleyball players have 
been recognized with 
postseason awards by 
Region XV of the Na-
tional Junior College 
Athletic Association.

Shayane John-
son, a freshman from 
Middletown was ac-
corded Honorable 
Mention on the All- 
Region team, while 
Christina Martinez, a 
Hurleyville native who 
attended Liberty High 
School, was named to 
the All-Region Sports-
manship Team.

Ms. Johnson had pre-
viously been named to 
the All-Mid-Hudson 
Conference second 
team.

The Lady Generals 
had a rough season in 
2019, failing to win a 
single match.

TWO SULLIVAN VOLLEYBALLERS 
HONORED BY REGION XV

Hurleyville Native Christina Martinez Makes 
All-Sportsmanship Team

PHOTO PROVIDED
Shayane Johnson

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Christina Martinez

PHOTO PROVIDED 
The 2019-2020 SUNY Sullivan Wrestling Team. Head Coach Anthony Ng is far right.

by Win Hadley

HURLEYVILLE – 
Plans are complete for the 
fourth annual Hurleyville 
History Hike, which will 
again take place as part 
of the “Holiday in Hur-
leyville” festivities sched-
uled for Saturday, De-
cember 7.

The hike will take place 
from 2 to 3 p.m. and will 
be led by Sullivan County 
Historian John Conway. 
This year’s hike will 
leave from the parking lot 
on the west side of Main 

Street and head toward 
Ferndale. 

“It’s exciting because 
we will be doing the hike 
for the first time since the 
interpretive signs have 
been erected along the 
trail,” Mr. Conway says. 
“And I think that will add 
a lot to the enjoyment of 
the walk.”

Ten interpretive signs, 
each one telling a differ-
ent story about the his-
tory or ecology of the 
area around the trail, were 
designed, produced, and 
erected by The Center 

for Discovery earlier this 
year. There are five signs 
each along the east and 
west sections of the trail.

“We will be gathering 
by the interpretive sign at 
the end of the west park-
ing lot closest to Main 
Street,” Mr. Conway says. 
“That particular sign tells 
the story of the resorts in 
the area, and the hike will 
start with that topic. But 
there will be a lot more 
to cover, from the Native 
Americans to the tanning 
industry to tuberculosis 
and plant-based cures.”

He is also quick to 
clarify the use of the term 
“hike” to describe the an-
nual journey.

“I don’t want people to 
get the wrong idea,” he 
says. “We use the term 
‘history hike’ mostly for 
the alliteration. This is 
more of a saunter. It is a 
walk with a purpose other 
than getting from point A 
to point B. Both Thoreau 
and John Muir loved to 
use the word ‘saunter’ to 
describe walking in na-
ture, and I think that fits 
what we are attempting to 

do. So it isn’t at all vigor-
ous, not really a hike in 
the literal sense.”

Participants are advised 
to dress appropriately for 
the weather, and to wear 
comfortable footwear. 
Though the trail is paved 
and nearly level, there 
will still be quite a bit of 
walking….or should we 
say, sauntering.

The Hurleyville History 
Hike is free and open to 
the public.

The Milk Train Trail is 
made possible through a 
partnership among The 

Center for Discovery, 
Open Space Institute, 
Town of Fallsburg, and 
the New York State De-
partment of Transporta-
tion. This partnership 
was created to preserve 
the heritage, history and 
natural beauty of the lin-
ear park accessible for all 
to enjoy.

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL
This year’s Hurleyville His-
tory Hike will travel west 
along the Milk Train Trail, 
heading toward Ferndale.

singled out 149-pounder 
Nick Curreri of Eldred as 
among the most promis-

ing freshmen, along with 
Samir, who is expected to 
wrestle at 157 this season.
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