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HOLIDAY BASKETBALL
IN HURLEYVILLE
FULL SLATE OF EVENTS ON SATURDAY
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – Organizers say the third annual Holiday in Hurleyville
festivities set for Saturday, December 7 will have
something for everyone,
and with attractions ranging from alpacas to wreathmaking and yoga —with
quite a bit in between-- who
can argue?
Of course, no holiday
event this time of year
would be complete without an appearance by Santa
Claus, and the red-suited
fellow will be on hand at
the Hurleyville Arts Centre
from 11 a.m. until 3 p.m.
The Arts Centre will also
feature a yoga class at 12
noon and an essential oils
demonstration at 1:15 p.m.
and will offer the newly released Disney movie, “Frozen 2” in the cinema at 2
p.m. and again at 6 p.m.
Live music will be provided at a number of locations throughout the day
by a rotating array of local musicians, who will

be performing at THINC,
the Pickled Owl and in the
mini-park on Main Street
near the Hurleyville Dove.
“I’m super excited that
David Rosenberg put in
his time to arrange the music this year,” said Heather
Quaintance, who is coordinating the HiH events. “David has arranged to have a
number of local musicians
perform both outside along
the Rail Trail and indoors
at THINC. We are grateful
for his efforts as well as the
efforts of all the musicians
who are donating their time
to be here. And thanks to
PartyMaster for donating
the PA system!”
Those looking to do some
holiday shopping while enjoying the day’s activities
will also find a selection of
unusual opportunities, according to Ms. Quaintance.
“We’re also happy to offer a bit more retail-wise
this year so our community
can really get a head start
on their holiday shopping
– with the addition of the
Hurleyville General Store
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A banner across Main Street announces the upcoming Holiday in Hurleyville festivities, scheduled for Saturday, December 7.

offering a great selection
of gifts hand-selected by

Denise Lombardi, plus a
Crafter’s Village at THINC,

an art sale at Gallery222, a
variety of foodie gifts at the

Hurleyville Market, and the
Buck Brook Alpaca Pop-

Up, you’ll find something
for everyone on your list.”
And if it’s food you’re
searching for, this year’s
Holiday in Hurleyville has
got you covered, including
offering the old Catskills
stand-by, the Chinese Roast
Pork on Garlic Bread sandwich, revived just for the
day.
“We have a great selection of “to go” dining options available so you can
have a bite to eat while
enjoying all the outdoor
activities,” Ms. Quaintance
says. “People can pick up
their “RPG” sandwich and
soup or chili at the kitchen
door of the Pickled Owl,
or fill up on some Mexican
bites at the Catskill Food
Truck. They’ll also have the
opportunity to sample the
delicious handcrafted charcuterie at the soon-to- open
La Salumina. The Hurleyville Market will also
have a healthy and delicious
soup option or two, and you
can always pick up a slice
(of pizza) at Frankie’s and
Johnny’s.”

Other planned activities
include
ornament-making and hot apple cider
throughout the day along
the Milk Train Trail, a
wreath-making workshop
at noon at THINC, where
rock painting will also take
place from 11 to 4, a dance
performance by Main Street
Dance in the Arts Centre ballroom at 4:30 p.m.,
and the fourth annual Hurleyville History Hike on the
west side of the Milk Train
Trail at 2 p.m.
The annual tree lighting
will take place at 5 p.m.
in the mini-park on Main
Street and the Sullivan
County Dramatic Workshop
will present “Santa’s Cookie Problem” and “Auntie
Scrooge: A Twisted Christmas Carol” at the Sullivan
County Museum at 7 p.m.
Organizers hope that with
so much going on, and such
a variety of offerings, no
one will leave this year’s
Holiday in Hurleyville disappointed.

THE 5TH ANNUAL HURLEYVILLE CANDLELIGHT WALK SCHEDULED
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – Jim
Cashen, who has been the
primary organizer of all
five of the annual events,
says the Winter Solstice
Candlelight Walk is a great
way for the community to
unwind from the pressures
of the holiday season.
“The event is intended to

encourage a peaceful walk
and reflection while quieting our minds during what
can be a hectic and sometimes stressful holiday season,” Mr. Cashen says. “It
is an experience that can
bring joy and light in the
simplest of ways.”
Mr. Cashen says he became aware some time ago
that the stress of preparing

for the holidays and the unpredictable winter weather
can get people down, and
he heartily recommends
the walk as a time-tested
remedy.
The self-guided walk
is scheduled this year for
Saturday, December 21—
the winter solstice and the
shortest day of the year—
beginning at 4:30 p.m. at

the Milk Train Trail just off
Main Street in the center of
Hurleyville.
“It is a lovely tradition
that we hope will bring
people of all ages together,
outdoors in nature, guided
by candlelight,” Mr. Cashen says.
As is always the case, the
centerpiece of the event
will be the Luminaria, set

up along the rail trail heading east toward the Smith
Hill Cut. Mr. Cashen says
the soft candle light provides an opportunity for
a peaceful evening stroll.
There will also be a campfire at the Trail Head, and
live music outdoors. Mr.
Cashen says there will also
be an opportunity for folks
who are so inclined to read

ALVAREZ WINS CLOSE ELECTION
Will Once Again Represent District Six
on Sullivan County Legislature
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – It
wasn’t settled until two
weeks after Election Day,
but District Six Legislator
Luis Alvarez has been reelected for a second term.
Mr. Alvarez bested challenger Miranda Behan,
Hurleyville business owner, by just 10 votes.
Election Day had ended
with the incumbent leading by 107 votes, 680-573,
but there were a number
of absentee ballots yet to
be counted. Those votes
were tallied on Tuesday,
November 19, and Ms.
Behan closed the gap to
10.
Mr. Alvarez has served
as the Chairman of the
Legislature for the past
four years. It is the second
time that he and Ms. Behan have squared off for
the Legislature seat. He
won by 85 votes in 2015.

District Six legislator Luis Alvarez

“I am sincerely grateful
that the voters of District
Six have again chosen me
to represent them for the
next four years,” Mr. Al-
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varez told The Sentinel. “I
will continue to try to represent all of my constituents as we strive to make
Sullivan County an even

better place to live, work,
and play.”
Ms. Behan said she was
proud that she had run “an
honorable, clean and fair
campaign.” She promised to remain involved,
watching elected officials
to make sure they keep
their word to their constituents.
“I will be watching and
in 4 years, I will be back,”
she said.
Mr. Alvarez wanted to
let residents know that
he is available 24-hours
a day, seven days a week
through his office phone
number, 845-807-0177.
The Legislature will
reorganize shortly after
the first of the year, at
which time it will elect a
new chairman. There are
four new members who
will take their seats on
the nine-member body in
January.

or recite their favorite poems, preferably with a
winter or holiday theme.
“It is an opportunity to
usher in the start of the
winter season together as
a community,” Mr. Cashen
says.
The candlelight walk is
free and open to the public.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SCHUMER VOWS TO ASSIST
WITH SPECIALTY HOSPITAL
WASHINGTON, DC –
During a meeting in Washington with leaders from
The Center for Discovery,
U.S. Senator Charles E.
Schumer proclaimed The
Center as one of the leading providers of healthcare
and educational services
for children and adults with
complex medical conditions
and autism spectrum disorders. Currently, The Center
is constructing a new Children’s Specialty Hospital in
Sullivan County, scheduled
to open next year. The hospital will be the first shortterm inpatient assessment
program for children with
complex
developmental
disabilities, including Autism Spectrum Disorders
and medical frailties, in
New York State. Schumer
received positive updates
on The Center for Discovery’s work on this desperately needed facility and
vowed to help as it seeks
to expand federal partner-

ships with agencies like
the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) and Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS). Finally,
Senator Schumer thanked
The Center for its unyielding commitment to serving
individuals with complex
developmental disabilities.
“As a repeat visitor to their
amazing operation in Sullivan County, I was thrilled
to have leadership from
The Center for Discovery
come down to Washington
and update me on the progress of its first-of-its-kind
children’s specialty hospital,” Mr. Schumer said.
“This world-class organization’s mission of serving
and improving the lives of
individuals with complex
disabilities is an honorable
one that I’m going to support through every means
possible. I look forward to
continue working handin-hand with The Center
for Discovery to improve

PHOTO PROVIDED

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer (second from left) met in Washington last month with officials from The Center for Discovery,
including Executive Vice President of Marketing and Communications Michael Rosen (left), Associate Executive Director Theresa Hamlin, and Board of Directors Chairman Edward Sweeney
(right).

educational and health care
services for the individuals who need them most in
Sullivan County and across
Upstate New York.”
Mr. Schumer most recently visited The Center

for Discovery in 2018, and
in 2016 toured the then-new
Maker’s Lab in Hurleyville,
since re-christened the
Technology Hub and Incubator (THINC).
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Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville
by Jane Harrison
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MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

Hannah Weiner
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and snowball fights
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snow forts. I also
like having inside
play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):
“I am looking
forward to Winter
very much because
I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy
sledding.
I’m patiently waiting
for it to snow”
BCES
BCES

M

Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.
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THE MAN BEHIND THE MUSIC
HOLIDAY IN HURLEYVILLE WOULDN’T BE THE SAME WITHOUT IT
by Elaine Corrington

HURLEYVILLE – The
Holiday in Hurleyville
festivities on December 7 will feature music
in several venues virtually all day long. All of
the events that day are
the result of people who
volunteered to organize
special attractions (some
wildly happy to do so,
and some wildly kicking
and screaming). It is fortunate that an anonymous
friend of David Rosenberg was able to lasso
the talented and generous
musician into organizing
the music for the day.
Mr. Rosenberg, a Monticello architect, was
a private musician for

many years. As many
people do, he went
through a mid-life crisis and a prolonged deep
depression that led a dear
friend to take him to an
open mic in Rock Hill
about nine years ago.
“It changed my life,
that single Thursday evening,” he says. “From
that moment on, I wanted
to see if I could someday
play the guitar and sing
in front of others, but
most of all, be part of this
amazing local community of wonderful musicians, people who share
my love of music, and
who are now many of my
dearest friends.”
Thanks to The Center
for Discovery and their

CSA pick-ups on Saturday mornings in Hurleyville, he had the honor
and pleasure of performing and hosting other
musicians one growing
season next to the Hurleyville Market; and then
two growing seasons in
the courtyard of what is
now THINC. He says it
was “a joy to sing to and
for all those who came
to pick up their freshly
grown produce and to
share smiles and laughter
with them. It was also an
opportunity to showcase
many wonderful local
musicians.”
So, when asked, how
could he refuse to line
up wonderful local talent
for the Holiday in Hur-

leyville event? Well, he
didn’t-- or he couldn’t-and whichever it was, it
is a great gift to this increasingly bustling and
creative
community.
Some of the musicians
who will be performing that day are longtime friends, and some
are new. Almost all are
acoustical guitar players,
singers, and songwritersa variety that will bring
joy to people who enjoy
many different kinds of
music.
There are 12 musicians
who will perform one
or two 30-minute sets
indoors at the THINC
Building or outside on
Main Street by the head
of the Rail Trail where

the tree lighting will take
place. Three Hurleyville
musicians, Kali Seastrand, Veronica Ann and
Jillian Elise will join,
and in addition, Carmine
Pace will be leading all
the performers and community in singing the
wonderful Holiday favorites during the tree
lighting. The Hurleyville
Ukulele Orchestra will
have a sing-along before
the lighting takes place.
Wonderful foods, gifts,
talent acts and music are
all coming together to
create wonderful traditions in Hurleyville- and
you will be smiling and
laughing the whole time
you are here. A great
send-off into the season!

COOKE KINDERGARTNERS HOST FIRST RESPONDERS
MONTICELLO
–
When you’re a first responder, there’s really no
such thing as a guaranteed day off. Emergencies
happen every day, even
on holidays, and these
brave men and women
stand ready to sacrifice
their own family time to
serve others. Because of
this, community helpers
often are not home to enjoy a Thanksgiving dinner with their loved ones.

To show their support and gratitude, the
kindergarten
students
of George L. Cooke Elementary School in Monticello invited some of
these community helpers to a Thanksgiving
lunch on Monday, Nov.
18. The students helped
to prepare and serve a
feast for members of the
Monticello Fire Department, Monticello Police
Department,
Sullivan

County Sheriff’s Office
and MobileMedic EMS.
Each guest left with a
homemade card of appreciation.
“It was a great lesson on
the importance of community and kindness,”
Cooke School Principal
Chris Palmer said. “These
folks serve us every day,
so it was nice to be able
to give them a break and
serve them for a change.”
PHOTO PROVIDED

PHOTO PROVIDED

More than 100 Fallsburg students pose in the Capitol building with State Senator Metzger and Assemblywoman Gunther.

Fallsburg Seventh Graders
Enjoy Trip to Albany

PHOTO PROVIDED

Ms. Moser, in front of one of the high school PE classes, adding one of the seven tablespoons of sugar that are part of
the soda in the empty bottle she is holding.

to each other and getting
quite giddy. At the end of
the class, the students had
learned valuable lessons
about healthy eating and
physical exertion, a great
combination for well-being.
During two full days
the following week, Ms.
Moser, assisted by CCE’s
Beth Clancy-DiBartolo,
met all junior and senior
high school physical education classes to demonstrate how much sugar is
in many of the soft drinks
they consume regularly
and how dangerous and
unhealthy they can be.
A few students had soft

drinks with them, and she
amassed a collection of
the bottles for her demonstration table. The discussions were quite animated.
Students learned of
alternatives to sugary
drinks. At the end of each
class, the CCE staff gave
out a one-sheet do’s and
don’ts on healthy and nonhealthy beverages as well
as a plastic SNAP-Ed infused water bottle. They
can place cut up fruits or
vegetables, put them in an
infuser in the middle of
the bottle and pour in cold
or hot water for a refreshing drink.

Out Divine Corners Way
by Jonathan Shimkin

FCSD Gets Valuable Classes on
Nutrition before Thanksgiving
FALLSBURG – As
part of the FCSD Wellness Committee and just
prior to Thanksgiving,
Bee Moser, M.S., Nutritionist for the SNAP-Ed
New York, Hudson Valley
Region at Cornell Cooperative Extension Sullivan
County (CCE), spent time
at the District on healthy
eating, drinking and exercise at both Benjamin
Cosor Elementary School
(BCES) and Fallsburg Jr/
Sr High School.
On November 15, Ms.
Moser worked with sixthgraders in a program
called “My Plate.”
In the BCES Alternative gymnasium, students
learned how to increase
consumption of nutrient dense fruits and vegetables, whole grains, lean
meats and low-fat dairy
products. Ms. Moser used
a colorful plate with these
food group names when
she asked the students
what they knew about
each type of food. The
discussion was lively and
thoughtful.
In the second half of
the class, the Nutritionist
became Physical Fitness
Trainer. She took simple
pieces of filmy material
and demonstrated some
fast-moving
exercises
with one of the sixth-grade
teachers. She then had the
children work in pairs
with classmates while she
shouted out steps to take
in the exchange of the
material in each pair. The
kids were totally involved,
passing the object overhead and between the legs

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO

David Rosenberg is a Monticello architect by day, but a passionate musician by night.

FALLSBURG – On
November 7, nearly 100
seventh grade students
from the Fallsburg Central School District and
their teachers had the opportunity to travel to the
New York State Capitol in
Albany. Students visited
the NYS Museum before
meeting with NYS Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther and NYS Senator Jen
Metzger and touring the
Capitol building, including

the floors of both the Assembly and the Senate.
This was a great opportunity for students to learn
more about our governmental process and recognize that there are real people in Albany who want to
hear from students. Fallsburg Jr/Sr High School
Principal Dawne Adams
says she hopes to bring
more students for a visit
when the legislature is in
session.

The first Christmas gifts
were borne by the Magi
and we’ve been bearing them ever since. The
frankincense, gold, and
myrrh were emblematic of
something more than themselves; they were tokens
of recognition and regard.
That’s the way of gifts; they
can elate or disappoint;
they carry a charge that
can make us feel seen, or
invisible; remembered, or
forgotten. Whether we’re
the giver or the receiver, the
right gift given at the right
time can be a catalyst for
transformation.
My father was a heedless
gift-giver, often last-minute
and perfunctory. The assortment of ill-fitting and
inapt garments I received
from him over a month
of Christmases have all
vanished, none kept for a
keepsake, even. There was
no remembrance in them.
But on occasion he was inspired, his timing and acuity spot on. Such was the
Christmas of 1967. I was
14 and in the first throes of

a passion for reading that
would endure throughout
my life, outlasting many
other forms of spiritual
enthrallment. My father,
I believe, saw this in me
and recognized the literary
avidities of his own youth.
The walls of his apartment
were lined with the books
of his student days, their
title pages labeled with blue
“Columbia” stickers, pennant-shaped, affixed above
his signature.
That Christmas he presented me with a compact
square box, rather heavy
(no seasonal sweater, this!),
which contained about a
dozen carefully chosen
books – well-curated, as we
now say. Each volume was
inscribed by my father with
a considered phrase bearing upon its book or author.
Each volume opened up
a world that enlarged my
own, giving me that privileged access to the consciousness of others that
is one of literature’s great
gifts.
Despite all the vicissitudes of time and relocation, I still have several of

those books – Willa Cather’s “Death Comes for the
Archbishop,” in which my
father wrote: “Jon – This is
how a good novel should
taste.” And taste good it
did! Cather’s restrained
and lucid style is a taste that
has stayed with me since.
My favorite inscription
appeared in Mann’s “The
Magic Mountain,” whose
protagonist, Hans Castorp,
is identified in the novel as
“a delicate child of life.”
My father wrote: “May you
never be a delicate child of
life, but always treat life as a
delicacy” – words that have
swelled over the years from
well-meaning sentiment to
something more potent: as
we enter the maelstrom of
2020, to treat with a little
delicate respect and acknowledgment the life and
lives we encounter, including the life of the planet in
its wholeness, seems both
good prescription and urgent injunction.
A few weeks before
Christmas, in 2006, my father died, at home and at
peace. For me, the season is
always full of the sense of
him – his heedlessness, his
scattershot generosity. It’s a
season in which I bear the
one gift I can still give him
– my remembrance.
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From the Firehouse
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HELPING MAKE HOLIDAY
IN HURLEYVILLE HAPPY
From the files of...
Digital Decorations made at THINC

by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – When
the community tree in the
center of Hurleyville is lit just
before sunset on December 7,
take a look at the star topper
and the myriad of large glittery snowflakes and icicles
hanging on the tree. Crafted
by members of TCFD’s Recreation Department, most of
these decorations began as
digital files on a computer at
the THINC lab.
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A few easy steps can save your life!
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can help to transform fu- and mentorship focused on
tures. In the spirit of the improving outcomes for
holiday, I have to say how young men of color. Our
grateful I am for the MBK vision is that all students
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Fallsburg Lake

moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who notified Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here. Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hospital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory. She
remains under the care of
Dr. Jacobs.
Engagements Announced
Three engagements involving Hurleyville residents were announced during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of New
York was made public. The
couple plan to wed in June.
On Christmas Eve, the engagement of Miss Marion
Novogradsky, Davis, LaMetcalf of Monticello, to
chowitz, and Balbirer. For
Edward Reynolds, son of
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph ReynFisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacobolds, was announced. They
son, Walter and Knapp will
plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello. Miss
Case, a school teacher in
the Mitteer district in Hurleyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter LaBaugh. No date has
been set for the wedding.
Christmas at the County
Home
Christmas was celebrated at the Welfare Home in
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the real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light
of the brilliantly lighted
Christmas tree, welcomed
the visit of Jolly Old Saint
Nick, who visited each and
every person in the institution bringing gifts that made
joyous each one’s heart.
After singing Christmas
hymns, several of the inmates contributed a song or
piece to make the evening a
pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseekers’ Club of Mountaindale sang Christmas carols
under the windows of the
sick in all three of the buildings. The menu for Christmas day for the old folks
was chicken, biscuits and
gravy, mashed potatoes,
squash, cranberry sauce,
be readypickles,
for action.
mustard
mince This
pie,
game
promises
to draw
tea and coffee. There
werea
huge crowd and
willhome.
start at
seventy-eight
at the
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.
Grahamsville Man
Celebrated his
100th Birthday
This past Christmas Day
brought to Charles H. Hall
of Grahamsville a present
he has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centennial birthday. The centenarian had been conserving his strength for days in
anticipation of being able to
greet the scores of friends
and neighbors who called
Christmas morning to combine their Christmas greetings with birthday wishes.
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A HUNTING STORY
During the 1955 big game
hunting season at Maple
Grove Farm in Barryville the
deer harvest was typically
successful—as usual, Sullivan County led the state in
the number of bucks taken
by rifle. Many of those trophies hung from the rafters
of the big red barn at Maple
Grove while the proud hunters enjoyed their dinners and
celebratory drinks in the dining room.
But that year there was an
anomaly waiting to be butchered and packaged for the
long drive home to Brooklyn.
An enormous black bear had
been shot by one of the Maple
Grove guests and, as it hung
in the cool dryness of the
barn, other hunters from other
boarding houses and nearby
towns showed up with their
Kodak Brownie cameras to
capture the moment.
My brother Tom and I had an
inside track to the excitement;
our grandparents owned Maple Grove Farm and we relied
on them to keep us aware of

the latest big game prize to be
dragged in from the hunting
fields. We had never seen a
black bear—dead nor alive—
so as we pushed open the barn
door and squinted into the
darkness, we were shocked
at the size of the animal dangling just above the green and
white ping pong table.
Its eyes were still open and
its fur still warm and we began to wonder if the decidedly
amateur hunters from Brooklyn had actually finished the
job of dispatching the bear to
its heavenly reward.
Tom grabbed a rake from
the tool room and used the
handle to prod the carcass,
testing it for the spark of life.
As the black bear twirled on
the rope just above our heads,
we expelled our nervous little
laughs and assured each other that certainly the hunters
would be able tell a live bear
from a dead one.
We were wrong.
The bear emitted a horrifying growl; all four limbs
contracted and contorted at
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A Walk That Brings Health, Peace, Wonders, and Laughs!
by Elaine Corrington

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO

The Smith Hill Cut is just one of the many things about the Milk
Train Trail that make it a wonderful place to visit.

road workers.
Health
entrepreneurs
used the railroad to promote and transport patients
with deadly illnesses for
treatment. Tourism followed and scores of resorts
brought more visitors. As
automobiles took over the
transportation life of more
and more people looking
for beautiful adventures,
roads were built and railroads became less and less
popular. This O&W Railway ceased operation in
1957.
Despite the end of train
service, the right-of-way
still adds to the quality of
life in the region nearly 150
years after the railroad arrived. As the rails and hardware holding them together
disappeared to be re-used,
re-purposed, or kept as
souvenirs of times past, the
trails became overgrown
and scary to travel once
again. Huge metal pipes
were put in place to aid
with water movement, and
climbing over them to get
to the next part of the trail
was hazardous and impossible for many.
The greatest loss was
the rock cut. It is an unintentional work of art from
nature and the intervention of people. It was gorgeous, and with changing
vegetation and rock falls it
became very easy to stare
at and find faces and bodies
representing the serious and
comic angels and demons in
your brain. At places where
new roads crossed the path,

by Christopher Frey (Based on an actual incident that took place in Sullivan County)
Illustration by Carol Smith
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tiny iron cot.
lynites across the lawn
This was the room
to the barn, halting
two months in the clean air, only thing separating us from
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THE MILK TRAIN TRAIL

HURLEYVILLE – Are
you coming to Holiday
in Hurleyville on Saturday, December 7 or another time soon? If so, you
should consider taking a
walk down the Rail Trail
that goes right across Main
Street.
The Hurleyville Milk
Train Trail is built on the
right of way of the old
O&W Railway that began
operating in 1872, bringing to the Catskills people
from all over who wanted
good health during horrible epidemics, or mountain adventures exploring
amazingly beautiful territories unavailable to most.
In the days before paved
roads and the automobile,
this area was very hard to
get to, hard to live in, and
hard to sustain life for the
families who were looking
for that possibility. Winters then, more than now
for sure, demanded preparation, fortitude, creative
problem-solving and perhaps more than a few curse
words. When the railroad
came into this countryside,
it also allowed local farmers, hunters, business people and artisans to bring in
the goods they needed, and
to ship goods out to make
a living. It still wasn’t easy,
just easier!
The
railroad
came
through Hurleyville and
progressed farther, past
rather shallow lakes that
made homes for many
birds and animals. A long
and very high open-topped
tunnel was cut through
a granite hillside known
as Smith Hill so the train
could go through. Trees,
uneven walls of bluestone,
many kinds of vegetation,
streams along the sidesand moss covered ground,
rocks, and fallen trees provided the backdrop.
There was a horrendous
train wreck just outside the
rock cut on February 13,
1907 that killed three rail-
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people had easy access to
dump old tires, old boats,
and unwanted items of all
kinds. The beauty was in
danger of being made forever invisible due to overgrowth, inaccessibility, and
litter.
In 2017, The Center for
Discovery went to work on
their dream of making the
beauty of the Rail Trail accessible to all people. The
process of clearing and paving the pathway and taking
away dead vegetation so
that longer views could be
enjoyed was a huge job.
Taking away the half sunken boats and the hundreds
of tires and many loads of
litter was accomplished.
The now paved and flat
trail can be navigated for a
wonderful long adventure
on foot, skateboards, bicycle, skates, wheelchairs,
strollers, skis, yaktrax, and
snowshoes- and you will
see sights every season that
will draw you back again
and again.
To know you are in the
mountains, just look up all
around you as you move
easily along. It does not ever
disappoint. Heading toward
Fallsburg, the seasonal
changes to vegetation and
views are magnified as you
enter the rock cut. It feels
much cooler in there in the
summer, colors are vivid
in the fall and leaves blow
through in gentle clouds. In
the winter, there are frozen
waterfalls along the very
high walls of the cut. In
the spring, new growth and

colors spring forward. The
walk is easy enough and
long enough that you have
done a favor to your body.
Birds and Snapping Turtles
lay eggs and cross the trails.
All kinds of animals love
this area. If you sing or play
an instrument, the acoustics
are unique. If you pick up
a little litter along the way,
you have availed yourself
of a proud TWO-FER;
beautifying
Hurleyville,
and
doing
something
healthy for your body. The
perfect combination of Sullivan Renaissance Meets
Sullivan 180!
You can also take in the
historical and environmental information on the
new signs that are on the
trail-- take your picture in
the beautiful spots and the
train wreck location. If you
cross Main Street and head
toward Liberty, that trail is
also paved and has wonderfully informative signs-but not all the way to Liberty, so full accessibility to
all is not possible once you
get to the end of the paved
area two miles from Main
Street.
There are several walking groups that have met
at the Rail Trail for group
efforts. Right now, Neighborhood Walkers organizer
Corinne Brooks meets with
people (and their welcomed
leashed dogs) who would
enjoy this experience by the
Peace Dove at the parking
lot by the Rail Trail. Also in
the same area are the Children’s Park, and basketball
and pickle ball courts. She
meets from 2:30-3:30 p.m.
on Wednesdays, weather
permitting for safe access.
Children love joining
their families for exercise
and fun on the trail and at
the other connected recreation spots, and on those
days when a little calming
down would be welcome,
here is the perfect opportunity…for all of you. Or
just go by yourself—it is
incredible fun either way!

New Hope Community
staff and residents helped
unload 5,000 pounds
of food just in time for
Thanksgiving. NHC has
been supporting the
Food Pantry at South
Fallsburg’s St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church for
the past ten years. The
people in the photo are
showing how strong
they are and were very
pleased to be providing
so many citizens of South
Fallsburg with food for a
Happy Thanksgiving.

Warming Centers Will Be Open
All Winter in Liberty, Monticello
MONTICELLO – As part
of New York State’s “Code
Blue” mandate, Sullivan County will begin operating overnight warming shelters seven
days a week with partner agencies in Liberty and Monticello.
“Our Department of Family Services is collaborating with
the Federation for the Homeless, the Village of Monticello,
and two churches in Liberty to
ensure no one suffers one night
out in the cold this winter,” said
District 2 Legislator Nadia Rajsz, chair of the Legislature’s
Health & Family Services
Committee, which passed the
authorizing legislation.
The County will pay a total
of $119,000, reimbursable by
the State, to the following partners to provide staffing, heat,
shelter, cots, blankets, bathrooms, light food and water at
these locations every night
from November 18, 2019 to
March 31, 2020:
• Ted Stroebele Recreation
Center, 2 Jefferson Street, Monticello – operated from 7 p.m.-7
a.m. by the Village of Monticello and the Sullivan County
Federation for the Homeless
• United Methodist Church,
170 North Main Street, Liberty
– operated from 7 p.m.-8 a.m.
by the Liberty United Methodist Church and New Beginnings
Community Worship Center
“The warming centers are

open to all,” Health & Family
Services Commissioner Joe Todora said. “We are very pleased
to be able to work once again
with our community partners to
provide this expansion of our
program.”
During daytime hours (8
a.m.-4 p.m., Monday thru Friday, except holidays), the Federation for the Homeless at 9
Monticello Street offers food
and warmth, as well, and the
Government Center and local
libraries welcome folks during
normal business hours.
A comprehensive and interactive map of these locations is available on the County
website at www.sullivanny.
us/Departments/RealProperty/
GISData. Click on the “Warming and Cooling Center Locator” app button at the bottom of
the page.
In addition, the Home
Energy Assistance Program
(HEAP) – which can provide
funds for fuel and heating system repair/replacement – continues Countywide, including
aid for emergency heating situations. For more information,
call 845-807-0142.

not set them up for a country
folk versus city folk prank (of
which there are many) and
they half-drunkenly agreed
that they needed their hunting
rifles for one more try at sending this bear to the heavenly
berry fields once and for all.
Minutes later, the designated and appropriately armed
William Tell carefully opened
the barn door. The rest of us
remained outside and ready
to run to all compass points
if the shooter missed and the
bear figured out how to open
that door.
The crashing and crunching symphony continued as,
we assumed, the hero hunter
aimed and re-aimed. Soon
we heard the crack of the rifle
shot and a muffled thud as the
burly bear landed—for the final time, we hoped.
After a reasonable amount
of time, calibrated by the increasing courage of the mob
outside the barn, we opened
the door and trooped inside.
Sprawled on the ping pong
table the black bear, now

quite believably dead, appeared to be wearing the
ping pong net as a grass skirt.
The hero hunter was leaning
breathlessly against the wall
with the stunned look of an
aged palooka just finishing
the tenth round.
The chorus of Brooklynites
applauded and whistled, even
as they stepped gingerly
around the ping pong table
and the now legendary black
bear.
I hope that, somewhere in
the rubble of the Maple Grove
Farm barn, which collapsed
decades later under the weight
of an historic snowstorm,
someone found the plaque
Tom and I made that winter
many years ago: In Memory
of Lazarus, The Black Bear
That Would Not Die.
Christopher Frey was a
standout basketball player
at Eldred High School in
the 1960s and played college
basketball at St. John’s. He is
retired and currently lives in
upstate New York.
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By Angelee Santillo

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE
– Led by a pair of sophomores, forward Kendall
Robinson and guard Darius Lee, the SUNY Sullivan Generals men’s basketball team has raced out
to a 7-1 mark thus far this
season, and are currently
ranked number 7 in the
nation among Division II
junior colleges. Sullivan
had been 14 in the previous poll.
“This is the first time

SULLIVAN WRESTLERS HOLDING THEIR OWN
by John Conway

LOCH
SHELDRAKE
– The SUNY Sullivan
wrestling team continues
to establish itself in tough
competition, starting out
the 2019-2020 season with
a winning record and some
impressive individual performances.
At press time, the Generals
stood at 3-2 on the season in
dual meet competition.
The Generals started the
month of November at the
Brockport Open tournament,
where they garnered a third
place finish and three fourth
place finishes in a tournament
with ten teams, including a
number of four-year schools.
133-pounder Pedro Morales
was the third place winner,
going 3-1 in the tournament.
Liam Bullock at 125, Adonis
Morano at 174 and Brian
Mascaro at 184 picked up
fourth place medals.

INFINITY HAMMONDS LEADING
LADY GENERALS
Freshman Guard is third in the Nation in Scoring

PHOTO PROVIDED

SUNY Sullivan freshman Infinity Hammonds (second from left)
drives to the hoop for two points.

played well in the early going this year, accumulating a
5-2 record, including an upset
85-77 victory over Division I
Monroe College. Ms. Hammonds came off the bench to
score 33 points in the win.
In their most recent contest
on Monday, November 25,
the Lady Generals dropped
a 90-79 decision to Harcum

FALLSBURG COMETS TO OPEN BASKETBALL SEASON
Seward in Florida, NY on
Thursday and Friday, December 5 and 6.
The action shifts to the
Fallsburg gym on Tuesday, December 10 for
a league game against
O’Neill. Home games
typically start at 6 p.m.

College of Bryn Mawr, PA at
Paul Gerry Fieldhouse. It was
the last game for Sullivan before the Thanksgiving break.
The Lady Generals travel
to Valhalla for a game against
Westchester
Community
College on December 3 and
then return home for a game
against SUNY Orange on
December 5.

