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HURLEYVILLE – Two 
impressive new buildings 
will shortly be part of Hur-
leyville’s Main Street, as 
the liveliest little hamlet in 
the Mountains continues to 
grow. 

The buildings, both cur-
rently under construction, 
will also be joined in the 
months ahead by the new 
tenant at 210 Main Street, La 
Salumina, which is expected 
to open during the first quar-
ter of the year.

The new building that is ex-
pected to be completed first 
is in reality a 3400-square 
foot addition to the rear of 
the Hurleyville Arts Centre. 
The new section will have a 
façade and entrance on Main 
Street and will house a com-
mercial kitchen and catering/
dining area. The addition, 
which was fully framed and 
sheathed at press time, is ex-
pected to be completed by 
mid-spring according to the 

project’s contractor, Mike 
Watkins of Woodstone De-
velopment. Mr. Watkins also 
built the Arts Centre build-
ing.

Diagonally across Main 
Street from the new addition 
to the Arts Centre will be a 

new three-story mixed-use 
building just getting started 
next to the Hurleyville Mar-
ket.

The new building will in-
clude four storefronts on the 
main floor and eight apart-
ments on the two floors 

above. Cirillo Architects of 6 
Courtland Street in Middle-
town designed the structure.   

The building, being built 
in what has been the parking 
lot for the Market, will mea-
sure approximately 96 feet 
long by 58 feet deep. Plans 

call for the construction of 
new parking to help make 
up for the spaces that will be 
lost.

“There will be an 11-space 
parking lot behind the new 
building, and a 30-space 
lot on the adjacent piece of 

property,” said Peter Cirillo, 
the building’s architect.

Each of the four retail 
spaces on the ground floor 
will have its own entrance 
on Main Street. Two of the 
spaces will measure approx-
imately 958 square feet, an-
other will be just over 1060 
square feet and the fourth 
space will be approximately 
1265 square feet. Each space 
includes a bathroom and a 
storage area.

The eight upstairs apart-
ments all include two bed-
rooms, along with a kitchen, 
living room, dining room, 
laundry nook, and one bath-
room. The building, just over 
16,000 square feet in total, 
also includes an elevator.

Although excavation work 
was just getting started at 
press time, and the early 
construction schedule is 
largely dependent upon the 
winter weather, Mr. Cirillo 
says he expects the building 
to be completed by October 
of 2020.

AND THE SURVEY SAYS… PEOPLE POLLED ON WHAT MAIN STREET NEEDS

CHANGES COMING TO MAIN STREET
New Buildings Underway

NEW BOOK HIGHLIGHTS 
COUNTY HISTORY

“In Further Retrospect” To Be Released This Month
by Win Hadley

BARRYVILLE – The 
Delaware Company, Inc., 
a non-profit group whose 
mission is the promote and 
support the history and the 
historic landmarks of the 
region, has announced that 
it will publish the book, “In 
Further Retrospect” this 
month. 

“In Further Retrospect” 
is a compilation of news-
paper columns by Sulli-
van County Historian John 
Conway, whose “Retro-
spect” column has been 
appearing weekly more-
or-less continuously since 
1987. The column appeared 
in the Times Herald-Record 
newspaper from July of 
1987 until 2004, and has 
been running on Fridays in 
the Sullivan County Demo-

crat since 2004. “In Fur-
ther Retrospect” marks the 
third book to compile the 
columns, following “Retro-
spect,” published by Purple 
Mountain Press in 1996 and 
“Remembering the Sullivan 
County Catskills,” released 
by History Press in 2008.

“In Further Retrospect” is 

Mr. Conway’s ninth book, 
and eighth about Sullivan 
County history. 

The book will be available 
by mail from The Delaware 
Company, as well as at lo-
cal booksellers, including 
the Sullivan County His-
torical Society Gift Shop in 
Hurleyville, and online at 
Amazon.com. All proceeds 
from the sale of the book 
go to benefit The Delaware 
Company’s mission.

A number of book sign-
ings are being scheduled 
throughout the county. A 
full list of these signings, 
including dates and times, 
will be forthcoming shortly. 

Mr. Conway is currently 
the Editor-in-Chief of this 
newspaper, a position he 
has held since the paper’s 
inception in 2016.

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – An 
informal, totally unscien-
tific poll conducted during 
the Holiday in Hurleyville 
festivities last month has 
revealed some interesting 
information about what 
people would like to see 
the hamlet’s Main Street of 
the future look like.

The survey board was 
available to everyone who 
attended the December 7 

event, and has been cir-
culating among various 
businesses in town since, 
giving more people the op-
portunity to respond.

As of press time, the sin-
gle most sought after retail 
business was a book store. 
Closely following in sec-
ond place was a wine shop.

Among the other re-
tail establishments people 
would like to see come to 
Main Street according to 

the survey was a store that 
specialized in board games. 

And in a separate cate-
gory, listed as Food/Drink, 
an ice cream shop topped 
the suggestions, followed 
closely by various eth-
nic restaurants, including 
Mexican, Chinese, Indian 
and Vietnamese.

In the third category on 
the board, Services, a bike 
shop was by far the most 
popular suggestion.

“This is an exciting time 
to be in Sullivan County 
and we’re so excited that 
Hurleyville is in the mix 
with opportunities for 
new businesses coming in 
2020,” said Heather Quain-
tance, the hamlet’s Main 
Street Coordinator, who is 
overseeing the survey. “We 
are looking forward to get-
ting even more ideas from 
the community!” 

While the survey it-

self will not actually lead 
to anything directly, it is 
hoped that it will provide 
guidance and encourage-
ment to prospective busi-
ness owners who are 
considering locating in 
Hurleyville. There will be 
four new storefronts avail-
able for rent this fall, when 
a new building is expected 
to be finished next to the 
Hurleyville Market.
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PHOTO PROVIDED
The architect’s drawing of the new building to be located next to the Hurleyville Market.

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY
A new addition to the rear of the Hurleyville Arts Centre, with 
its main façade on Main Street, is expected to be completed this 
spring.

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY
Site work has commenced on a three-story building next to the 
Hurleyville Market that will add four storefronts and eight apart-
ments to Main Street.

SULLIVAN COUNTY DRAMATIC WORKSHOP 
WINS TOP STATE HONORS

HURLEYVILLE –  The 
Sullivan County Dramatic 
Workshop’s production of 
Savannah Sipping Soci-
ety received top honors at 
the Theatre Association of 
New York State (TANYS) 
Festival in Rome, NY, on 
November 10, 2019. Cho-
sen by a panel of judges, 
Savannah Sipping Society 
was awarded Best Long 
Production. The show also 
received The People’s 
Choice Award – voted on 
by the festival attendees 
who have seen all of the 
performances during the 
three day festival. Heather 
Strauss received an Adjudi-
cator Discretionary Award 
for Excellence in Costum-
ing. Harold Tighe was the 
Director. Jim Schmidt was 
the Technology/Lighting 
Director. The Stage Manag-
er was Bunny Woloszczak.

TANYS exists to foster 
the contribution of theatre 
to the lives of the citizens 
of New York State and to 
promote high standards of 
theatre practice through ed-
ucation and example. There 
are 89 school, college and 
community theatre mem-
bers of TANYS. During the 
year, more than 140 shows 
are adjudicated. Of those, 
ten shows are selected to 
compete in the TANYS 
Festival – two long produc-
tions (over one hour) and 
three short plays (under one 
hour). Savannah Sipping 
Society, which was per-
formed at the Rivoli The-
atre in South Fallsburg in 
September, was selected to 
be performed at the three-
day TANYS Festival. Our 
local community theatre, 
Sullivan County Dramat-
ic Workshop, has earned 

PHOTO PROVIDED
 Sullivan County Dramatic Workshop members (left to right) Ellen Pavloff, Heather Strauss, Lynne 
Porter, and Felice Schwed from Savannah Sipping Society.

many accolades from this 
state-wide organization.

SCDW is the longest 
standing community the-
atre group in our area – a 
501(c)(3) organization – 

dedicated to provide and 
promote quality theatre in 
Sullivan County. Anyone 
interested in acting, direct-
ing, costuming, building, 
painting and designing sets, 

working backstage or help-
ing sell popcorn and candy, 
is encouraged to contact 
President Dawn Perneszi at 
nyx6117@yahoo.com.

PHOTO PROVIDED



and refreshments.
Services are held at the 

church each Sunday from 9 
to 10 a.m.

The church holds prayer 
meetings every Monday 
from 10 a.m. until noon.  

A Bible study group meets 
at the church every Tuesday 
from 7 to 8 p.m.

Volunteers at the church 
host the Community Lunch 
Program.  Dates for the pro-
gram will be announced on 
the church’s page on Face-
book.

Young people are invited 
to join in a variety of activi-
ties including board games, 
arts and crafts, trivia and 
movie nights at the church. 
Dates for the Youth Group 
will be announced on the 
church’s page on Facebook.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-
tion or if you can help with 
any of these activities.

Columbia Hill 
Neighborhood Alliance 

(CHNA)
The members of Colum-

bia Hill Neighborhood Al-
liance (CHNA) extend best 
wishes for the New Year to 
their friends and neighbors.

The members of CHNA 
will meet with Assembly-
woman Aileen Gunther, 
Town of Fallsburg Supervi-
sor Steve Vegliante and Sul-
livan County Manager Josh-
ua Potosek this month. This 
is an opportunity for the 
group to share its concerns 
with unsustainable develop-
ment with local government 
officials. 

A settlement conference 
was held on December 19 
pertaining to the litigation 
brought against the Town 
of Thompson by Catskill 
Mountainkeeper and The 
Center for Discovery. The 
case points were reviewed 
and discussed. Both sides 
must submit more material 
to support their positions be-
fore a decision can by made 
by the presiding judge.

The members of CHNA 
appreciate the community’s 
continued support of their 
efforts.Visit CHNA at www.
columbiahill.org or on Face-
book to learn how you can 
help to protect your commu-
nity.
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Q. New Year’s resolutions give us the opportunity to accomplish 
a personal goal or to change an undesired habit. What’s your 
resolution for 2020?

My resolution is to give back more.

In November I was elected to the 
Sullivan County Legislature, and I 
am determined to stay humble and 
grateful in my new role and to stay 
in contact with my constituents, 
never losing touch with them, their 
issues and concerns, and always 
remembering that I am in office to 
represent them.

MICHAEL BROOKS

Alli
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First
There were 10 winners 

in the 23rd annual “DECK 
THE DOORS” holiday dec-
orating contest sponsored by 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.

The names of all the win-
ners were not available at 
press time. The winners will 
be announced in the next is-
sue of The Hurleyville Sen-
tinel and on www.hurleyvil-
leny.com.

Prizes for the winners 
were provided by the Arati 
Store, Catskill Amusements, 

Elaine Corrington, Fiber 
on Main, the Hurleyville 
General Store, izzy’s aunt, 
Jampond, QQL Enterprises, 
LLC, LouAnn Rexford and 
the Pickled Owl.

The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work to make our 
hamlet more beautiful.  

For more information 
about Hurleyville-Sullivan 
First, please visit us at www.
hurleyvilleny.com or on 
Facebook.

The Sullivan County Mu-
seum and 

The Sullivan County His-
torical Society

The First Sunday Con-
certs at the Sullivan County 
Museum are back. The next 
concert will be on Sunday, 
February 2. The doors will 
open at 1 p.m., and the music 
will start at 2 p.m.

The event is free. Dona-
tions are always gratefully 
accepted.

The program is sponsored 
by the Sullivan County His-
torical Society and hosted 
by Little Sparrow. It is made 
possible with funds from the 
Decentralization Program, 
a re-grant program of the 
New York State Council on 
the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo 
and the New York State Leg-
islature and administered by 
the Delaware Valley Arts Al-

liance.
 Anyone interested in ex-

ploring genealogy and the 
history of Sullivan County 
can contact the Sullivan 
County Museum for infor-
mation on volunteering. The 
phone number is 845-434-
8044.

The museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville; it is open on Tues-
day through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and on 
Sunday from 1 to 4:30 p.m.

Please go to www.scnyhi-
story.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and the 
Sullivan County Museum.  
You can also visit the Sul-
livan County Historical So-
ciety and Museum on Face-
book.  

Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church is open 
on the third Thursday and on 
the fourth Thursday of each 
month from 4 to 6 p.m. The 
volunteers at the food pantry 
serve at least 40 families ev-
ery week. They also provide 
free clothing for families in 
need on the last Thursday of 
each month.  

“MESSY CHURCH,” an-
other sort of family church, 
is held on the fourth Saturday 
of each month at 5:30 p.m. 
Everyone is invited to come 
and join your neighbors for 
an evening of fun activities, 
songs, games, crafts, stories 

Columnist Jane Harrison is on assignment. The Scene will return in next month’s edi-
tion of The Hurleyville Sentinel.

PHOTO PROVIDED
On December 18, 2019, SYDA Foundation donated $4000 
to Fallsburg Central School District at the meeting of the 
Board of Education.  In the photo left to right are FCSD 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ivan Katz; Shubha de Ol-
iviera-Thompson, Manager for Shree Muktananda Ash-
ram; Mallika Maxwell, volunteer with SYDA Foundation, 
who works with Children and Families; and President of 
the FCSD School Board of Education Debra Barbiani.

Alli

PAGE 2 HURLEYVILLE SENTINEL, HURLEYVILLE, N.Y. DECEMBER 2016

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES

THE HURLEYVILLE
SENTINEL.

Covering Main Street and Beyond
243 Main Street

Hurleyville, NY 12747
845-707-6000

hurleysent@hotmail.com

Editor-in-Chief ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ John Conway

Sports Editor ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ..... Angelee Santillo

Photo Editor ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ... J. James Wall

Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

I hope all my neighbors 
had a very Merry Christ-
mas, Happy Chanukah, and 
a Happy and Healthy New 
Year!!!

In order to make sure our 
holiday season is a safe and 
healthy one, I would like to 
share some thoughts on that 
subject matter. Firstly, as 
the days get longer and the 
nights get colder, it is impor-
tant that we STAY WARM. 
Cold temperatures can cause 
serious health problems for 
those in our senior years as 
well as in children and in-
fants. Dress warmly in lay-
ers of loosely-fitting cloth-
ing. Further, be neighborly 
and check on elderly people 
you know.

We have always been told 
to shy away from people 
that have the common cold 
and the sniffles. It happens 
to be good advice. Most 
importantly, WASH YOUR 
HANDS OFTEN!!!

Washing your hands with 
warm water or using alco-
hol gel is perhaps one of the 
most important steps one 
can take to avoid getting sick 
and spreading germs to oth-
ers.

During any holiday, we 
love to eat, drink, and be 
merry. But when one drinks 
a little too much and gets 
behind the wheel of a car, 
nothing good can come from 
that. So don’t “drink and 
drive” and don’t let some-
one else “drink and drive”. 
Buckling your seatbelt is 
critical! This Paramedic has 
seen much too much serious 
trauma to people not wear-
ing that important piece of 
safety equipment. It does 
save lives!

BE SMOKE FREE! Avoid 
smoking and breathing other 
people’s smoke. Smoking is 
a leading cause of breast and 

lung cancer to woman over 
50; and Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease (COPD) 
to both men and woman as 
they matriculate in age. It 
is a contributing factor to 
impotence in men as well. 
As a practicing Hypnothera-
pist, I counsel many people 
in Smoking Cessation with 
great success. So, please . . .  
be smoke free.

HANDLING AND PRE-
PARING FOOD SAFELY 
is important to avoid food-
related illnesses.

Wash your hands often, 
as well as surfaces where 
food is being prepared. 
Avoid cross-contamination 
by keeping raw meats away 
from ready-to-eat foods. 
Read directions carefully 
and cook everything to the 
proper temperatures. And 
when all is said and done, re-
frigerate leftovers promptly.

Now, here’s a biggy! We 
must do our best to PRE-
VENT INJURY. Children 
are at high risk for all kinds 
of injuries. With all their 
toys lingering around the 
tree now that Christmas Day 
is over, watch for potentially 
dangerous toys, household 
items, choking hazards like 
coins and hard candies. 
There is nothing worse than 
an avoidable incident to put 
a damper on a beautiful 

holiday. Injuries from falls 
are a serious matter. With 

Grandmas and Grandpas 
sharing in the spirit of the 
holiday, those type of in-
cidents are most common. 
Statistics on falls to Seniors 
over the age of 75 is stag-
gering. Over 60% of Senior 
fall victims could possibly 
die within one year of a seri-
ous fall. Hip fractures cause 
internal bleeding. Multiple 
bruises larger than one’s fist 
is a 30% blood loss; both life 
threatening injuries. 

No question the holidays 
can take a toll on one’s 
health. It is so important to 
MANAGE STRESS. Keep 
a check on over-spending, 
over-commitment. Balanc-
ing work, home and the holi-
day is not an easy task. Get 
support, ask for help from 
family and friends. Find 
time for yourself to just relax 
and chill. And, by all means, 
get some sleep.

Finally, eating properly 
and staying active will allow 
you to enjoy the holidays 
with friends and loved ones. 
Yeah, we love chips and dip. 
But supplement them with 
more vegetables and fruit.

Have a dance under the 
mistletoe. Take a walk after 
dinner. This is a time to be 
thankful, to give of your-
selves to others, and to be 
kind. This can only be ac-
complished with a healthy 
body, a healthy mind, and a 
good spirit.

My goal is to escape New York and to 
move to a warmer climate.



FALLSBURG – On 
December 6, 2019, 
13-year old Payton 
Huebsch shared her sto-
ry of publishing a book, 
“Where’s the Snow?” 
with fifth and sixth 
grade classes at Falls-
burg’s Benjamin Co-
sor Elementary School 
(BCES). Her mom, 
Nicole is a Certified 
Teacher of the Speech 
and Hearing Handi-
capped at BCES. Pay-
ton and Nicole spent a 
productive 15 minutes 
per class. The author de-
scribed why she wrote 
the book, what the pro-
cess was like, and how 
young people can make 
dreams a reality.

Students were ex-
cited to welcome Pay-
ton. They were inter-
ested to meet someone 

only a few years older 
who had published her 
own book. They were 
prepared with excel-
lent questions. Some 
questions made Payton 
laugh. She has a hearty 
laugh and an incredible 
warmth that fills up a 
classroom.  

The message of her 
book is the impor-
tance of taking care of 
the Earth and keeping 
it clean. To fulfill her 
goal of writing and pub-
lishing, she sewed and 
sold ninety pillows for 
family and friends and 
earned $450. This mon-
ey allowed the author 
to pay for her amazing 
illustrator, Emma Pom-
peii. The profits from 
sales on Amazon.com 
will go toward purchase 
of her great love, hors-

es.
It was electric how en-

gaged Payton Huebsch 
became in the presence 
of an attentive group of 
pre-teens. It took her 
three years to write the 
book and a month to go 
through the publishing 
process. Chapter books 
take a longer time to 
write. The book has had 
a positive effect on her 
family. She herself was 
very excited to have 
both hard and soft cov-
ers of her book in her 
own house. So far, the 
book has profits of over 
$1,000, which will go 
toward buying a horse.

After answering 
all questions, Payton 
looked at each student 
and asked, “How many 
of you have a dream?” 
Many hands flashed in 

the air. “I had a dream 
to write this book. I 
did it, and I am feeling 
a lot of satisfaction. I 
am proud of myself and 
so can you be proud of 
yourself. You can fulfill 
your dreams like I did!” 

That’s the magical 
message that Payton 
Huebsch left that af-
ternoon with dozens of 
wide-eyed, appreciative 
fifth and sixth graders 
in Fallsburg.
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FALLSBURG – The hol-
iday spirit is alive and well 
among employees of Roll-
ing V Bus Corporation. The 
bus transportation company 
has announced that its em-
ployees have donated more 
than $11,000 to local and 
national charities through 
its Crisis Fund.

Throughout the year, 
Rolling V employees make 
elective weekly paycheck 
contributions to a crisis 
fund. The fund was estab-
lished to assist co-workers 
in times of real crisis or 
hardship. This year, there 
was a surplus after meeting 
those needs, and employees 
chose to donate the remain-

ing accumulated donations 
to nonprofit organizations.

“Our employees recog-
nize the importance of sup-
porting the organizations 
that contribute to the better-
ment of our community and 
nation,” said Phil Vallone, 
president, Rolling V. “They 
work hard each day to safe-
ly transport our region’s 
children and they contrib-
ute a portion of their own 
earnings for colleagues and 
organizations in need. Now 
that’s the holiday spirit at 
its best!” 

Rolling V employees’ 
donations will support the 
important efforts of St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hos-

pital, Liberty Fire Depart-
ment, the Wounded War-
rior Project, the Fallsburg 
Library, the Ulster County 
SPCA, the Walton Food 
Pantry and the Grahams-
ville United Methodist 
Church Food Pantry. Em-
ployees at each bus termi-
nal chose the nonprofit or-
ganization they wished to 
support.

Rolling V Bus Corpora-
tion is family-owned and 
operated by the Vallone 
and DeSabato families. The 
Vallone family has been in 
the passenger transporta-
tion business for more than 
50 years.

A Present Surprise for Pre-K 
Kids at BCES

Fallsburg Jr/Sr High School Awards 
On-A-Roll Certificates

FALLSBURG – For the 
past several years, just be-
fore Hanukah and Christ-
mas, the Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) 
at Fallsburg’s Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary School 
(BCES) has provided gifts 
to the two sessions of Pre-
Kindergarten classes.

This year, December 20 
was the day for the gifts. 
It was also the last day of 
school before the Holiday 
Break, as well as Pajama 
Day. BCES has been taking 
one day a year when staff 
and students wear pajamas 
to school as a way to gener-
ate school spirit.

So, a little after the chil-
dren arrived for the morn-
ing Pre-K class at about 
10:15 a.m., the four SGA 
Officers and their faculty 
advisor, Peter Dworetsky, 
entered the classroom like 
Santa’s elves. Teacher 
Mindy Conciatori and Aide 
Jennifer Varner were not 
surprised, but the little chil-
dren became very excited 
when the visitors arrived.

Mr. Dworetsky intro-

duced everyone from the 
SGA, and told the children 
why they were there. Be-
cause he is a math coach at 
the school, he had several 
math puzzles and devices to 
engage the children in an-
swering questions geared to 
pre-K level. They each an-
swered the particular ques-
tions and were rewarded 
with a gift with their name 
on it.  Carefully wrapped 
books, balls, and other toys 
were distributed. Ferocious 

tearing of paper broke out 
in the room, with adults 
providing wastepaper bas-
kets for the debris.

It was a delightful morn-
ing, with eighteen small 
children, in their pj’s, en-
joying some pre-holiday 
gifts from the generous 
SGA students. Officers of 
the SGA are President Jae-
cob Espinoza, Vice-Pres-
ident Adam Frunzi, Trea-
surer Marilyn Santos and 
Secretary Addison Ingber.

WRITING “WHERE’S THE SNOW?”
YOUNG TRI-VALLEY WRITER DELIGHTS FALLSBURG FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADERS

PHOTO PROVIDED
Pictured with Santa (left to right): Fallsburg Library repre-
sentative Amanda Letohic and Rolling V employees T’Yona 
Garnere, Will Magie, O’Shane Tate, Luis Rivera, and Scott 
Squires.

FALLSBURG – For 
the past few years, the 
Fallsburg Jr/Sr High 
School Positive Be-
havior Intervention 
Supports (PBIS) Pro-
gram has presented 
awards to specially 
nominated students 
four times a year in the 
On-A-Roll event. 

A play on words on 
the “Honor Roll,” the 
event is a pancake 
breakfast in the school 
cafeteria and receipt of 
a certificate with the 
reasons for the nomi-

nation. Awardees are 
recognized for being 
role models, for put-
ting forth strong efforts 
to improve grades, or 
make better decisions, 
or simply doing the 
right thing under diffi-
cult circumstances.

On December 19, 
twenty-four students 
were acknowledged 
with On-A-Roll Cer-
tificates by the PBIS 
Staff members. Thanks 
go to the Cafeteria 
Staff for cooking and 
serving the delicious 

breakfast. The FJSHS 
PBIS Team includes: 
Daniel Redmond, 
Evan Mullen, Brianne 
Beebe-Kauth, Heather 
Grodin, Pooja Sharma, 
Christine Justiniano, 
Gabriella Calvello, 
Kathryn Grodin, Me-
gan Ollive, Victoria 
Alzate, Aleta Lymon, 
Kristen Meyer, Meryl 
Curry, Sonja Ferreira, 
Helen Jordy, Ka-
trina Uhrig, Shannon 
Kroboth, Thomas El-
lison, Dawne Adams 
and Lou Trombetta.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Payton Huebsch hold-
ing up her book, next 
to a story-board she 
made about her writ-
ing and publishing 
process. 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Some of the Benjamin Cosor Elementary School student awardees and PBIS Staff 
members pose following the ceremony. Some students were absent and are not in 
the photo. 

by Jonathan Shimkin

It’s known as the Blue 
Hour (not blue for dolor, but 
for color), and the blueness 
seems to grow more pro-
nounced as the days shorten, 
in the weeks leading up to 
winter solstice. It’s now mid-
December and the sun sets at 
4:30 in the afternoon; shortly 
after that, the snowy fields 
along Divine Corners Road 
take on a subtle blue hue, 
like a shadow, though one 
uncast by any object. For the 
space of ten or fifteen min-
utes (which is how long the 
Blue Hour lasts) something 
uncanny is in the air; evening 
appears to be not falling but 
rising, darkening from the 
ground up rather than the sky 
down. If it’s a clear day, the 
sky overhead might still be as 
bright as mid-day; the dusk is 
all downwards. Looking into 
the woods behind our cot-
tage, I can see night gather-
ing between the forest floor 

and the tree branches as if it 
were seeping out of the earth, 
forming a spectral zone dis-
tinct from the light above the 
treetops. 

This is the Blue Hour at its 
bluest, the white canvas of the 
snow rendering it all the more 
visible. The phenomenon has 
a sound scientific explana-
tion: as the sun slips below 
the horizon, the earth’s atmo-
sphere becomes receptive to 
different wavelengths of solar 
light. When the sun reaches 
4-to-8 degrees below the ho-
rizon, the blue/violet end of 
the spectrum permeates the 
earth’s atmosphere, while the 
red/orange end is filtered out. 

Understanding this doesn’t 
make it any less uncanny, 
for the Blue Hour is a lim-
inal state, slipping between 
the lines of our accustomed 
sense of time (it is neither day 
nor night) and space (sky and 
earth are confounded in the 
slow drift and diffusion of 
darkness). During those brief 

ten-or-so minutes, I feel as if 
the bonds of sense are loos-
ened and the intuitive facul-
ties heightened, opening to 
suggestion from the far shores 
of consciousness. This might 
be why the Blue Hour has 
been so compelling for artists.

The painters have long 
been attuned to this phenom-
enon - see Paul Klee’s “Win-
ter Landscape” (1923), which 
has the earth awash in violet 
light. The poets, too, have 
observed it: “The earth and 
the hedges smoked dusk” – a 
phrase that appears early on 
in “Sons and Lovers,” and 
as finely rendered a bit of de-
scriptive writing as I know, 
chiseled as haiku; no beseech-
ing adjective saps its vigor.  I 
recall this phrase as I watch 
the snowy fields in the after-
noon, as the sun sinks and the 
light shifts, and I marvel at its 
precision. Yes, that’s just what 
is happening out there, I can 
see it: the day is ending and 
the snow smokes dusk.

Out Divine Corners Way

PHOTO PROVIDED
The morning Pre-K session with teacher Mindy Conciatori 
and aide Jennifer Varner with the four SGA Officers and ad-
visor Peter Dworetsky. 

ROLLING V EMPLOYEES DONATE $11,000
Employees use weekly paycheck contributions to give back to the community
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

Happy New Year to one 
and all.

As we state the New Year 
the Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
to recruit new members. 
You can stop in on any 
Monday evening at 7 p.m. 
at the firehouse to get an 
application or see what we 
are all about. If you don’t 
want to fight fire we can use 
fire police or work behind 
the scenes and support the 
front line fire fighters. We 
do more than just fight fire. 
We even provide your gear 
and all of your training you 
need for free.

This year we gained one 
new member, Keith Adams. 
But John O’Neil became a 
snowbird. He received the 
attendance award the last 
few years and did a lot of 
driving on calls. In addition 
he was also a commission-
er. He will be missed.

Two members answered 
their last alarm in 2019. 
Joseph LaRuffa was a long 
time secretary for the fire 
department and a well-
respected music teacher/
bandleader at Fallsburg 
High School. We also lost 
Honorary Chief Francis 
Currey, the recipient of the 
Congressional Medal of 
Honor. Francis was a true 
American Hero. He was 
also our Grand Marshal at 
our 50th Fire Department 
Anniversary Parade.

The fire department held 
its annual meeting and 
elections in December. At 
the annual meeting we al-
ways hold our memorial 
service to remember and 
honor those brother and 
sister firefighters that have 
answered their last alarm. 
Our Chaplin, Jim Kaufman 
conducted the service and 
Past Chief George Gibson 
rang the bell as he read off 
the names of our departed 
members and their last 
alarm date.

At the start of the meet-
ing, two representatives 

from the SYDA foundation, 
Manger Barnaby Roason 
and Santiago Paredes, pre-
sented the fire department 
with a check and a deli-
cious basket of cookies, 
candies and other goodies 
for the members to enjoy. 
They also thanked us for all 
we do for the community 
and expressed how much 
they appreciate us.

Also for our taste buds 
that evening, Formaggio 
sent a box of their different 
cheese products for all to 
enjoy (and we did).

We thank both Formag-
gio and The SYDA Foun-
dation for their continued 
support.

Then it was on to elec-
tions. Chief Alan Price 
stepped down after a num-
ber of years of service. 
President Chris Gibson also 
stepped down. I thank both 
of them for their hard work 
and dedication to the Fire 
Department. Neither job 
is easy, and both are truly 
time consuming.

 
The results of the elections:

Chief: Charles Payne
First Assistant Chief: 

Chris Gibson (immediate 
Past President)

Second Assistant Chief: 
Fred Froehlich

Captain: Tony Harvey
First Lieutenant: Josh 

Conlon
Second Lieutenant: 

George Gibson
President: Miranda Be-

han
Vice President: Pete Mi-

cheletti
Secretary: Erica Payne
Treasurer: John Jaycox
Officer at Large: Jim 

Kaufman
Trustees: 3 years - Mike 

Spinelli, 2 years - Bob De-
Graw 1 year - Roger Dain-
ack

Representatives to Fire-
men’s Association State of 
New York (FASNY): Jack 
Halchak and Nelson Dur-
land
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Drivers Warned Against 
Dangers of Winter Roads

Driving at reduced speeds 
will prevent many “winter” 
accidents, Motor Vehicle 
Commissioner Charles A. 
Harnett told State motorists 
today.

“Driving hazards increase 
during the winter months 
with the combination of 
early darkness and unfavor-
able weather conditions,” 
Harnett declared.  “Reduced 
speed enables the motorist 
to have his car under better 
control and to cope more 
effectively with whatever 
emergency might arise.

In addition to emphasiz-
ing the need for keeping 
windshields clear of ice and 
snow, the Bureau offers the 
following suggestions for 
application of brakes on 
slippery roads.

1.  Use your brakes care-
fully.  Press lightly at first 
and release quickly.  A series 
of brief, moderate brake ac-
tions will aid in stopping car 
without skidding.

2. Keep the wheels of the 
car revolving to prevent 
skidding and to stop more 
quickly.

3. Take your foot off the 
gas, but do not release the 
clutch until the car is almost 
to a standstill.  The slowing 
down of the engine will aid 
the brakes in reducing speed.

4. In case of a skid, turn 
your steering wheel so that 
the front wheels will be 
headed in the direction the 
car is skidding.  This will 
tend to bring to rear wheels 
back into their proper posi-
tion on the road.

Teachers Hear Plea 
for Zeal

Although he condemned 
their objectives, Dr. Roland 
G. Will, education instruc-
tor at the New Paltz Normal 
School, recommended the 
zeal of Italian, German, and 
Russian teachers to almost 
300 teachers who met at the 
Monticello High School on 
Monday night to form the 
Sullivan County Teachers 
Association.  Chairman of 
the meeting was William 
McKernan, principal of Wo-
odridge High School.

“We must have the zealot’s 
desire to do something about 
things that trouble us,” Dr. 
Will said in his discussion of 
dangers presently confront-
ing democracy, and of the 
influence teachers might ex-
ert in eliminating them.

“The difference between 
the real teacher and the com-
placent routinist is a knowl-
edge of what is happening 
outside the classroom and 
correlating it to classroom 
instruction,” Dr. Will re-
marked. “The danger to our 
democratic way of life is no 
longer theoretical or remote, 

but a real thing, now with 
us,” Dr. Will warned.  “If we 
teachers could become as 
enthusiastic about the teach-
ing of democracy as the 
teachers of the three dictato-
rial countries are about their 
own current national philos-
ophies, we would no longer 
be uncertain of the fate of 
our democratic system.”
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Liberty Ski Fans Greet 
Light Snow

With the ground again 
blanketed with a light fall 
of snow after two weeks of 
the balmiest weather in the 
memory of Sullivan County 
natives, sponsors of the Lib-
erty Winter Sports Program 
renewed their activities this 
week on Walnut Mountain, 
where, if the snow holds out, 
Sullivan’s first contingent of 
skiing fans from New York 
City will disport themselves 
this weekend.  On Friday 
night at seven o’clock, the 
first of a series of O&W 
weekend snow trains is slat-
ed to leave Weehawken.

The first O&W Sunday 
snow train was to have been 
run last Sunday, but the lack 
of snow called the trip off.

Dry Township Receives 
Last Liquor Tax Refund

Neversink township, 
which adopted local option 
by a vote at the November 
election, received this week 
from County Treasurer Roy 
C. Johnston the last revenue 
which it will derive from 
the alcoholic beverage tax.  
Towns in which local option 
exists cannot share in the 
pro rata distribution of beer, 
wine, and liquor taxes. The 
final check for Neversink, 
Mr. Johnston disclosed, was 
for $926 and represented a 
delayed payment for the pe-
riod ended September 30th.

Hillig Introduces Two 
Dairy Bills

Assemblyman Otto Hillig 
introduced two bills in the 
Assembly this week, both of 
which pertain to dairy farm-
ing.

The first would provide 

for the creation of a com-
mittee to be appointed by 
the Governor to make an 
investigation of the spread 
between the price paid to the 
dairyman and that paid by 
the consumer.

The second bill provides 
authority to the Department 
of Agriculture to audit the 
books and records of all milk 
dealers including co-opera-
tives.  This would check up 
to ascertain whether or not 
the milk producers are re-
ceiving fair financial returns 
on the milk shpped by them.
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Rivoli to Close 
for Two Weeks

On or about February 
10th, the Fallsburg Rivoli 
Theatre will close down for 
approximately two weeks 
during which time extensive 
alterations and remodeling 
will take place.

On the reopening date, 

tentatively set for Washing-
ton’s Birthday, movie goers 
will be presented with an en-
tirely new Rivoli, modern in 
every detail and completely 
rebuilt from lobby to screen, 
with seating capacity in-
creased to 700.

New seats, new projection, 
new stage and screen, new 
vari-colored lighting system, 
new ladies and men’s rooms, 
modern lounge and smoking 
room, and new decorations 
will all go to make the New 
Rivoli the last word in the-
atre construction.

Jack Kaplan, manager of 
the theatre, states that ev-
erything will be new except 
the name “Rivoli” which 
has always stood and always 
will stand for the ultimate in 
screen entertainment.

Judge Kove to Lecture 
on Brandeis

Justice Moses L. Kove 
of Hurleyville has accepted 
an invitation of the Jew-
ish congregation of Liberty 
to address the members at 
the Liberty synagogue on 
Friday evening, February 
5th.  His theme will be “Jus-
tice Brandeis, the Liberal.”  
Jews throughout the United 
States this year are celebrat-
ing the eightieth birthday of 
Brandeis, one of the great 
jurists of the country, who 
was appointed by President 
Woodrow Wilson.

Kove has become a popu-
lar speaker in both political 
and social organizations of 
Sullivan County. He is an 
active member of the Zion-
ist movement in this region.

Happy New Year! What 
better way to ring in 2020 
than to get your own library 
card?! Simply stop into your 
local library with picture ID 
and proof of physical ad-
dress within their servicing 
area (most follow school 
district boundaries, if you 
are unsure just call the li-
brary and they can help) 
and you’ll be on your way 
to getting the most valuable 
card in your wallet. 

With your shiny new li-
brary card, you’ll be able 
to access online databases 
like Rosetta Stone and Con-
sumer Reports. You’ll also 
gain access to thousands of 
e-books, e-audiobooks, and 
e-magazines through Over-
Drive – or the friendlier 
Libby app. Of course you 
can also visit any of the al-
most 50 libraries within the 
Ramapo Catskill Library 
System and borrow a good, 
old-fashioned book, DVD, 
or magazine. If the library 
you’re visiting doesn’t have 
the title you want, they can 
order it from one of the al-
most 50 libraries and have 
it sent to them! So what are 
you waiting for? Hurry in 
and get your library card to-
day. In the meantime check 
out these great programs we 

have coming up this month. 
On Wednesday, January 

15 at 6 p.m., adults 18+ can 
come in to make ink-dyed 
coasters. On Thursday, Jan-
uary 23 at 6 p.m., kids 7+ 
can stop in to make a fairy/
gnome house night light. 
Mondays at 6 p.m. are our 
children’s craft night (with 
the exception of January 20) 
and pre-school  story time 
will be Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 
And be sure to come out on 
Wednesday, January 22 at 6 
p.m. as we host the first ever 
Sullivan County Poet Lau-
reate, Mark Blackford, for a 
night of poetry readings and 
maybe even some open mic!

As you can see, we have 
many great things coming 
up at the Fallsburg Library! 
Some programs have lim-
ited spots so please call, 
email, or stop in to sign up! 
Here’s a reminder of our 
contact information, call: 
845-436-6067, email: fbr@
rcls.org, stop in: 12 Railroad 
Plaza, South Fallsburg, or 
follow us on social media. 
Please note: sometimes win-
ter weather may make us re-
schedule a program – so be 
sure to call before heading 
out if the weather looks iffy! 
Have a very safe, happy, and 
healthy holiday season!
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A group of skiers pose at the summit of the Walnut Moun-
tain Ski Area in Liberty circa 1937.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Sweet Sounds of Winter 
Fill the Air in Fallsburg

FALLSBURG – The first 
musical presentation of the 
Fallsburg Central School 
District (FCSD) was the 
Winter Concert by Ben-
jamin Cosor Elementary 
School (BCES) on Tues-
day, December 10 at the 
High School Auditorium. 
The Concert Band, Ele-
mentary Chorus and Con-
cert Chorale warmed the 
hearts of the audience on a 
very cold night.

Under the direction of 
Conductor Lauren Bernard, 
the 28-piece Concert Band 
played six numbers featur-
ing “Amazing Grace” and 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
“All I Ask of You”.  Three 
soloists, Jaecob Espinoza 
on trumpet, Saladin Basic 
on trombone and Alexia 
Clark on flute, 
were outstand-
ing.

Choral Direc-
tor Rachel Klein-
man conducted 
her first perfor-
mance as BCES 
music teacher. It 
was a strong de-
but effort as the 
students were 
we l l -p repa red 
and sang beautifully to the 
delight of all. The Elemen-

tary Chorus featured solo-
ists, Madeline Pantel in 
“Once Upon a Reindeer” 
and Nahomy Castro in “Al 
Shlosha D’Varim.”

The Comet Chorale is a 
newly-formed group, and 
they sang in wonderful har-
mony.  Soloists were Isa-
bella Giannico and Jaxon 
Ingber, whose triplet broth-
er Brian offered vocal per-
cussion. The concert con-
cluded with an a cappella 
arrangement that brought 
the audience to its feet. As 
usual, Leon Hilfstein ac-
companied the Chorus on 
the piano.

It was a memorable eve-
ning to start off the winter 
season and FCSD’s musi-
cal year.

by Kelly Wells & Amanda Letohic

FROM THE 
FALLSBURG 
LIBRARY

Representatives to Hud-
son Valley Volunteer Fire-
men’s Association (HV-
VFA): Chris Gibson and 
Charles Payne

Representatives to Sul-
livan County Volunteer 
Firefighter’s Association 
(SCVFA): Barry Herzbrun 
and Nelson Durland

Congratulations to all 
the new officers and have a 
“Safe Year.”

Coming up in Febru-
ary will be our 32nd An-
nual Ice Fishing Contest 
on Saturday, February 8. 
The contest will take place 
on Morningside Lake, 11 
Morningside Road in Hur-
leyville from 

7 a.m. - 3 p.m. Registra-
tion will take place the day 
of the contest at the lake, 
registration is $5.00 for 
adults and free for those 
who are 15 and under.

This is our 32nd annual 
contest and we are hold-
ing our annual Super Raffle 
that day. First place is a 55-
inch Vizio smart TV, sec-
ond is a 50-inch TV, third 
is a 32-inch, fourth is a 
Canvas  Collapsible Party 
Wagon, and fifth is a set 
of five deluxe tipups with 
running flag, a HT jig pole 
and jigs. You don’t have to 
be present to win. See any 
Hurleyville firefighter for a 
ticket.

Refreshments and bait 
will be available. We will 
also drill holes for you if 

needed.
There will be an adult and 

youth division with trophies 
for first, second and third 
in the following catego-
ries; PERCH, PAN FISH, 
BULLHEAD, WALLEYE 
AND PICKEREL. All fish 
must be legally caught and 
of legal size.

There is also a special 
Firemen’s Contest. The 
RICH FARQUHAR ME-
MORIAL CHIEF’S CUP, 
it goes to the top firemen’s 
fishing team. A team can 
be one, ten or as many 
that shows up. All team 
members MUST belong to 
the same fire department. 
As in the past the cup is 
passed from year to year 
to the winning team. There 
is also a first, second and 
third place team trophy in 
the fireman’s contest. Last 
year’s winner, the Nev-
ersink Fire Department 
will be out in full force to 
defend the cup that they 
won. I’m sure past champi-
ons Smallwood Mongaup 
Valley, Monticello, Tappan 
and the Loch Sheldrake 
Fire Departments will be 
there in force to try and fish 
it away from them.

This contest has pro-
duced some real big fish in 
past years. As in the past a 
good time is had by all.

Visit my facebook page 
(J.W. Halchak) or call me 
if you have any questions 
(845) 796-8598.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Soloist Madeline Pantel.



Chapter One 

Leviticus 1928

“Ye shall not make any cut-
ting sin your flesh for the dead, 
nor print any marks upon you: 
I am the lord.”

-The Bible, King James Ver-
sion

The room was very shad-
owy, almost totally black all 
around, except for the bright 
bulb of the lamp. The girl was 
pulled by her tiny hand, which 
seemed to disappear in the gi-
ant bear paw of her brutish fa-
ther. Her father seemed more 
like an animal than a man. His 
expression was sour and omi-
nous; she dare not say no to 
him or reveal that she didn’t 
like him because he would hit 
her, as he’d done for the slight-
est reason before. His brown 
suit fit like a rhinoceros wear-
ing a wool sweater, the mate-
rial stretched tight across his 
giant girth. His body would 
heave up and down with every 
breath whenever he climbed 
steps or got angry, which was 
quite often. 

   The dimness and the smell 
of chemicals in the room terri-
fied the little girl. The firm grip 
that her father had on her hand 
did not bring her any comfort 
either, only more apprehen-
sion. 

   “Daddy, why are we here?”
   She was only eight years 

old; too young to figure out 
what the world was really 
about, yet old enough to ask 
questions. 

   “Eh, nothin’, nowhere, just 
to see the doctor to make sure 
ya’ don’t get sick.”

   His voice was gruff and he 
grumbled low, harsh tones.

   She saw what looked like a 
barber’s chair, with a head rest 
and metal foot pedals. Next to 
it was a small steel table. There 
were tools on a tray and a wire 
that came from the wall con-
nected to a tool with a long 
needle on the end. She became 
even more frightened.

   “But pops, I feel fine. This 
is not like the other doctor’s 
office mommy brought me to. 
I don’t want to see the doctor, I 
want to go now.”

   Her voice cracked. She 

was on the verge of crying. 
   “Just be quiet little girl! 

The doctor needs to give ya’ 
some medicine so ya’ don’t 
croak. When we get outta here, 
I’ll buy ya’ another dolly.”

   A skinny man, with a long 
pointed hawk nose stepped 
into the white bulb harsh light 
next to the barber’s chair. He 
looked like a freak, with bony 
hands that had pale rubber pro-
phylactics covering the tips of 
his knurled fingers. His head 
was narrow with straight black 
hair falling over his forehead 
and his hunched over posture 
exposed the rutted bones of his 
spine. The bumpy vertebrae 
protruding from his backbone 
added to his distressing ap-
pearance.  

   The sight of him made 
the little girl shutter with fear. 
He looked like no other doc-
tor that she ever saw and this 
place did not have any waiting 
room, or other people, nor was 
she greeted by the face of a 
kindly nurse.  

   She looked up at her fa-
ther pleading for mercy and 
begged him to take her out 

of this sinister place, but she 
found no empathy in his ex-
pression. He was a callous 

bully; a devil. The wide brim 
of his fedora casted a shadow 
over his face yet his angry eyes 

glowed through the darkness.
   “Now you stay right there 

little girl. Don’t you go no 
wherz’, you stay right where 
you is,” her father commanded 
in guttural tones.

   He reached into his suit 
jacket and pulled out a leather 
wallet. He unfolded a piece 
of paper and laid it out flat on 
the metal table so the skinny 
man with the big pointed nose 
could have a look at it. 

   “So this is what you were 
talking about, eh, Jake?” 

   The skinny man’s voice 
was nasally and high pitched.

   The young girl looked at 
the paper. It was some kind of 
drawing with curvy lines and 
little pictures. What did this 
drawing have to do with her?

   “I want youz to do it just 
like it looks here. No differ-
ence, its’ got to be exactly the 
same way it looks here. You 
got me?”

   She thought about how her 
father’s tone was always nasty, 
he reminded her of an angry 
gorilla in the Bronx Zoo. 

   “Daddy, what is that 
drawing you have? It looks 
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FEAR IN PHOENICIA
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Excerpted from the Novel by Bruce Alterman

CALLICOON – Based 
on the great success of the 
historic reunion that took 
place May 3-5, 2019, Re-
union 2.0 is being planned 
for the weekend of April 
24-26, 2020. Whether you 
join us for the first or sec-
ond time, this will be an-
other opportunity to gather 
with old friends, make new 
ones, and learn things you 
did not know about yester-
year and the once thriving 
Sullivan and Ulster County 
resorts.

All former Borscht Belt/
Catskill Hotel(s) Staff and 
those who spent their sum-
mers vacationing in the 
many Bungalow Colonies 
are invited to attend. Guests 
may choose to join us for 
an entire weekend of spe-
cial programs/activities or 
only to attend our Saturday 
evening Dinner Dance Cel-
ebration on April 25, which 
will take place from 7:00 
pm until midnight at the 
Villa Roma Resort Club-
house, in Callicoon, New 
York. The cost is $90.00 

per person and will include 
passed hors d’oeuvres and 
cold stations, Buffet Din-
ner, live band featuring 
former Borscht Belt mu-
sicians, Music Masters 
DJ Entertainment, photo 
booth, and a strolling magi-
cian. We are excited to an-
nounce that Comedian Max 

Dolcelli, who is represent-
ed by the iconic Borscht 
Belt talent rep, Arthur Gra-
ham, will be our featured 
entertainment! 

For those who would like 
to extend their experience 
and make it a weekend 
getaway, the Villa Roma 
Resort will be offering a 
special rate for Reunion 2.0 
guests. The weekend will 
kick-off on Friday evening 
at 6 p.m. with a private 
“Meet and Greet” (op-
tional light dinner for $18 
will be available) and will 
be followed by nostalgic 
programs throughout the 
weekend featuring success-
ful Borscht Belt authors 
Marisa Scheinfeld, Eileen 

Freed Lindenblatt, Eileen 
Pollack, Barry Lewis, Ross 
Padluck, Allen Frishman, 
Linda Morganstein, & El-
liott Udell. Sullivan County 
Historian John Conway and 
New York Times Reporter 
and Documentary Film 
Writer, Andrew Jacobs will 
also be among our program 
presenters. Nostalgic t-
shirts by Yesteryear Wear, 
books, Borscht Belt music, 
“tchotchkes” and more!

For information about 
Saturday’s Reunion 2.0 
Dinner Dance registration, 
hotel etc., please email 
rmkauff100@cox.net or 
call 401-487-9646. Hotel 
reservations on or before 
March 24, 2020 may be 
made online directly us-
ing the following group 
link: https://reservations.
t rave lc l ick .com/2864? 
groupID=2579455

FALLSBURG – During 
each quarter of the school 
year, Fallsburg’s Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary School 
(BCES) fills the school audi-
torium/cafeteria with proud 
parents, siblings, grandpar-
ents and friends to acknowl-
edge students receiving 
Honor Roll and Superinten-
dent’s Honor Roll Certifi-
cates. Fourth, fifth and sixth 
graders are eligible.

This quarter, each grade 
came up to the stage and re-
ceived Honor Roll awards 
from BCES Principal Mary 
Kate Stinehour and As-
sistant Principal Dave Vi-
glione. There were a total of 

98 students.  Next, Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Ivan 
Katz presented twenty-three 
students with Superinten-
dent Honor Roll Certificates.

At the end of each pre-
sentation, audience photog-
raphers snapped pictures of 
the young people on stage.  
Thanks to cell phones, ev-
eryone is a photographer!  
At the conclusion of the 
ceremonies and a very loud 
ovation from the assembly, 
students posed alongside 
their classmate for some 
special photos that will be 
cherished by parents in the 
years to come.

MONTICELLO – The Sul-
livan County Agricultural and 
Farmland Protection Board is 
currently seeking farms inter-
ested in applying for the NYS 
Agriculture and Markets Farm-
land Protection Implementa-
tion Grant. 

Applicants must be actively 
farming the property and com-
mitted to placing a permanent 
land protection agreement re-
stricting certain development 
rights on the land. A current 
appraisal of the value of the 
farmland to be protected will 
also be required. 

To learn more about conser-
vation easements and the pro-
gram, visit www.agriculture.
ny.gov. Funding is generally 
available on an annual basis 
through the New York State 
Environmental Protection 
Fund and administered by the 
New York State Department of 
Agriculture and Markets. 

When of-
fered in the 
past, the 
grant has 
been highly 
c o m p e t i -
tive, with 
requests for 
State assistance often exceed-
ing available funds. This year, 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo 
has announced that $14 mil-
lion will be available Statewide 
to address the threat of the con-
version of viable agricultural 
land to non-farm development 
and help farms facing finan-
cial difficulties because of in-
creased challenges resulting 
from trade disputes, increasing 
debt, changing consumer pref-
erences and climate change. 

“The grant program will as-
sist eligible farmers with the 
acquisition of perpetual con-
servation easements on agri-
cultural land, helping to keep 
valuable farmland in produc-
tion, encourage diversifica-

tion, and ensure the long-term 
viability of New York’s farm-
ing operations,” noted Sullivan 
County Planning Commission-
er Freda Eisenberg.

The proceeds resulting from 
the sale of a perpetual agricul-
tural conservation easement 
through the Farm Operations 
in Transition Farmland Protec-
tion Initiative may provide the 
capital needed to assist with a 
farm’s transition to:
• The next ownership of a con-
tinuing farm operation, which 
will be or has been modified 
to ensure greater financial sus-
tainability,
• A more diversified overall 
farm operation, or
• A different type of non-dairy 
farm operation.

The Sullivan County Agri-
cultural and Farmland Protec-
tion Board is seeking farms in-
terested in the program in order 
to develop a list of potentially 

eligible ap-
plicants. In 
order to qual-
ify for the 
program, the 
Board must 
rank poten-
tial Sullivan 

County farms on a semi-annual 
basis. Once farms are ranked, 
they remain on a list of inter-
ested applicants for two years. 
All applicants are ranked based 
off criteria from the 2014 Sul-
livan County Agriculture and 
Farmland Protection Plan. 

If you are interested in ap-
plying to be on the list, please 
contact Melinda Meddaugh at 
Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Sullivan County at 845-292-
6180 or email mm2592@cor-
nell.edu to receive an inquiry 
form. All forms are due by 
Friday, January 24 and can be 
emailed or mailed to Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Sulli-
van County, 64 Ferndale-Loo-
mis Road, Liberty, NY 12754.

SECOND BORSCHT BELT 
REUNION SET 

Former Staff Invited to April Event
BCES CELEBRATES 

HONOR ROLL 
STUDENTS

FARMLAND PROTECTION 
GRANTS AVAILABLE

PHOTO PROVIDED 

PHOTO PROVIDED 
A partial group of Superintendent’s Honor Roll Students from 
Benjamin Cosor Elementary School.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
BCES Principal Mary Kate Stinehour and Assistant Principal Dave 
Viglione at the presentations.

strange.” 
   “This is our insurance pol-

icy, honey.  Daddy is giving 
you a gift to make you a very 
rich girl when you grow up.”

   The skinny man with the 
big nose looked at the young 
girl with sorrowful eyes and 
slowly shook his head. The 
girl didn’t know what his ex-
pression meant. She couldn’t 
understand what he was feel-
ing when he stared directly 
into her eyes. 

   “But Jake, she’s a young 
girl, this is sometin’ I never 
done before. It just ain’t right.”

   Her father exploded into 
a fury.

   “You back talkin’ to me 
Jimmy!” 

   He slapped the skinny man 
across the face. The man’s 
head jolted to the side, his 
stringy hair flailed wildly and 
he stumbled back a step.

   The little girl screamed.
   “You be quiet and sit over 

there!” Her father yelled.
   He grabbed his daughter’s 

left forearm and lifted her off 
the floor. Her body was sud-
denly airborne, like she didn’t 
have any weight. Her father’s 
enormous paw swung her into 

a wooden chair against the wall 
in the small room. She let out 
a high-pitched shriek of sheer 
terror. He turned quickly like a 
raging beast cornering its prey 
and grabbed the skinny man 
around the throat, pinning him 
up against the wall, his hairy 
fat right hand was larger than 
the man’s face. The skinny 
man’s shoe tips dangled two 
inches above the floor.

   “Jake! Jake! No Jake! No 
problem, no problem at all 
Jake. Got all the stuff ready 
to do it right here Jake. Jake! 
Jake! I can’t breathe, Jake,” he 
gasped.

   The hulking man didn’t 
say anything at first. His face 
contorted into a snarling rage, 
his young daughter sat frozen 
in a haze of horror, watching 
the violent scene from the oth-
er side of the small room.

*****
The preceding has been ex-

cerpted from “Fear in Phoe-
nicia: The Deadly Hunt for 
Dutch Schultz’s Treasure,” 
a novel by Bruce Alterman, 
who lives in the Hudson Val-
ley. The book is available on 
Amazon.com.



by John Conway

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
The SUNY Sullivan wres-
tling team, riding high af-
ter a successful showing 
at the prestigious Long Is-
land Open championships 
in Garden City last month, 
travel to Lexington, Ken-
tucky to open 2020 at the 
National Duals on January 
10 and 11.

The Generals closed out 
2019 with a ninth place 
showing at the Long Island 
Open, beating out such pro-
grams as Hofstra, Stony 
Brook, and LIU Post. Liam 
Bullock led the way for Sul-
livan at 125 pounds, finish-
ing fourth. Pedro Rosales 
took a fifth place at 133.

One other General record-
ed multiple victories in the 
tournament: freshman Anas 
Samir picked up three wins 
at 157 pounds, highlighted 
by a fall in 3:27 against 
Rhongyl Zhang of Rensse-
laer Polytechnic Institute.

The Generals amassed 28 
points at the tourney, just 

one-half point behind Cam-
den County College. Nas-

sau Community College, 
bolstered by unattached 
wrestlers wearing its colors, 
crowned three champions 
and took the team trophy 
with 194 points. The U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy 
was second at 141.5.

The Generals, who stand 
at 4-3 in dual meet action 
this season, take on Middle-
sex County College in Edi-
son, New Jersey on January 
21 and then return home to 
Paul Gerry Fieldhouse on 
Friday, January 24 for a 6 
p.m. dual against Bergen 
County Community Col-
lege. 

That is the last home 
match of the season, al-
though the Eastern District 
Championships, the quali-
fier for the National Cham-
pionships, are being held 
in Loch Sheldrake this year 
beginning Saturday, Febru-
ary 22. The Nationals are 
at the Mid-America Center 
in Council Bluffs, Iowa on 
March 6 and 7.
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GENERALS INVADE KENTUCKY
Wrestlers to Compete in National Duals in Lexington
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

by Win Hadley

STONE RIDGE – She 
never played a game for 
the school, but the SUNY 
Ulster women’s basket-
ball team has retired uni-
form number 12—at least 
temporarily--  in honor 
of Fallsburg High School 
standout Amanda Zeno.

Ms. Zeno, a senior at 
Fallsburg and one of the 
premier players in the 
region, having already 
scored more than 1,000 
points, is sidelined as she 
battles acute myeloid leu-
kemia.

The announcement was 
made by Ulster’s wom-
en’s coach Omar Morales, 
via social media.

“As the basketball sea-
son has started, we can 
help but think of how hard 
it must be for [Aman-
da] to be sidelined,” the 
women’s team posted on 
its Facebook page. “We 
are all wishing her a fast 
recovery and can’t wait 
until she is back around 
the game she loves. The 
SUNY Ulster women’s 
team has decided not to 
let anyone wear Aman-
da’s #12 until she is back 
on the court.”

SUNY ULSTER HONORS 
FALLSBURG’S AMANDA ZENO

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– The Lady Generals of 
SUNY Sullivan will open 
the second half of their 
2019-2020 season on Janu-
ary 14 when they travel to 
New Rochelle to take on 
Monroe College, a squad 
they defeated 85-77 at 
home in November.

The Lady Generals open 
2020 with a season record 
of 10 wins and two losses, 
and stand 5-0 in Mid-Hud-
son Conference play. Sulli-
van has won five games in 
a row since dropping a 90-
79 home contest to ranked 
Harcum College on No-
vember 25.

Freshman guard Infin-
ity Hammonds continues 
to lead the Lady Gener-
als in scoring on the year, 
averaging 24.7 points per 
contest. Ms. Hammonds 
has played in only seven of 

Sullivan’s 12 games so far. 
Last year’s leading scorer, 
sophomore guard Traynise 

Delaney, is second on the 
squad in points per game 
this season, averaging 14.8. 

Freshman guard Johnahyah 
Curry, at 11.9 and freshman 
forward Heather Caroccia 
at 10.8 are the only other 
Lady Generals averaging in 
double figures through the 
first 12 games.

The Lady Generals return 
home on Thursday, Janu-
ary 16 for a 7 p.m. contest 
against the Community 
College of Rhode Island, 
and then return to the road 
on January 18 and 19, tak-
ing on Jamestown Com-
munity College and Mercy-
hurst Northeast.

The team closes out the 
month of January with four 
additional contests, two at 
home and two on the road. 
The Loch Sheldrake games 
include North Country 
Community College at 7 
p.m. on Thursday, January 
23 and Fulton-Montgomery 
Community College at 6 
p.m. on Thursday, January 
30.

LADY GENERALS RETURN 
TO ACTION ON JANUARY 14

Take On Monroe College in New Rochelle
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Traynise Delaney (5)
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Liam Bullock

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE –  
After closing out 2019 with 
a bang—a double overtime 
home victory in which they 
scored 120 points—the 
SUNY Sullivan Gener-
als men’s basketball team 
opens 2020 with a pair of 
tournaments on the road.

The Generals start the new 
year with a trip to Herkimer, 
NY for the Philly Classic on 
January 11 and 12, in which 
they will take on Niagara 
County Community Col-

lege on Saturday and Mon-
roe Community College on 
Sunday.  The Generals will 
play Monroe Community 
College again on Sunday, 
January 19 in Rochester 
in the second game of the 
Monroe Tournament. Sul-
livan first plays Jamestown 
Community College on Sat-
urday, January 18 as part of 
that tourney.

The Generals closed out 
the 2019 portion of their 
current season with a re-
sounding win, hanging on 
to beat the Community Col-

lege of Baltimore County 
Dundalk by a 120-112 
score. The game went to a 
second overtime before it 
was decided.

Sullivan had rushed out 
to an imposing 49-40 half-
time lead, and seemed well 
on its way to its 11th win of 
the season, but faltered in 
the second half, as CCBC 
Dundalk came back to knot 
the score at the end of regu-
lation.

Freshman guard Jalen 
Reneau led six Generals in 
double figures in the game 

with 27 points. Fresh-
man forward Jordan Drain 
chipped in with 23 points, 
and the team’s leading scor-
er, sophomore guard Darius 
Lee, had 19.

On the season so far, Mr. 
Lee is averaging 18.5 points 
per game while sophomore 
forward Kendall Robinson 
is at 16.5. The pair also 
leads the team in rebounds 
with 7.8 and 7.6 per game.

The Generals stand at 
11-2 on the season, includ-
ing a 3-1 slate in the Mid-
Hudson Conference. The 

team has won all eight of its 
games at Paul Gerry Field-
house this season.  

Sullivan is currently 
ranked tenth in the nation 
among Division II junior 
colleges, after having been 
ranked as high as number 
three just one week prior. 
The Generals have been in 
the top ten in the nation in 
each of the NJCAA’s last 
four weekly polls.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Darius Lee

PHOTO PROVIDED
Kendall Robinson

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Amanda Zeno (12) in ac-
tion for Fallsburg last year.

Women’s Team Retires Number 12
PHOTO PROVIDED

Congratulations to 
the Fallsburg Comet 
Nation Junior Cheer-
leaders! They earned 
fifth place in the Ju-
nior Pop Warner Na-
tional competition 
in Orlando, FL in De-
cember.
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