
the socialists,’” he said, 
referring to the 1946 post-
war confessional poem by 
prominent Lutheran Pas-

tor Martin Niemoller, who 
spent seven years in a con-
centration camp after hav-
ing turned a blind eye early 
on while the Nazis took 
control of Germany. 

“It’s too late to recite 
that,” Mr. Colavito contin-
ued, “It’s too late, because 
we are already there.” 

The crowd nodded in 
agreement. 

Even though the turnout 
was small, the overwhelm-
ing sentiment was that hate 
and intolerance, whether 
based on race, ethnicity, reli-
gious affiliations, or gender, 
were not going to be taken 
lightly in Sullivan County. 
Mr. Encarnacion spoke 
about “different strokes for 
different folks” but noted 
that all faiths shared a vision 
to help our fellow brother.

“Remember,” he said. 
“Your neighbor is your 
brother, and that is your 
brother to the left of you, to 
the right of you, and when 
you make a pot of soup and 
you see that your brother 
has none, you add some 
water to your soup and you 
feed your neighbor.” 

While other towns and 
cities have seen a recent 

increase in hate crimes, 
the rally provided hope 
that these concerned citi-
zens will be able to garner 
enough cohesion among the 
various ethnicities, religious 
circles, and LGBTQ com-
munities that make up the 
diverse population of Sul-

livan County to spare the 
county from such incidents 
that occurred in Monsey and 
Pittsburgh. 

Meanwhile, the rally pro-
vided an example that when 
folks stand up and fight in-
tolerance, intolerance does 
not win.
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by Adele Berger

MONTICELLO – On a 
cold Sunday afternoon of 
January 19, a group of con-
cerned citizens gathered 
on the steps of the Sullivan 
County Courthouse to raise 
their voices and stand up 
against hate crimes. 

Simply titled, “Hate Has 
No Home in Sullivan Coun-
ty,” the group of citizens that 
gathered on the steps that af-
ternoon represented a grow-
ing sense of dread for some 
ethnic groups in the area 
as more instances of hate 
crimes, involving the Jew-
ish, Muslim and Black com-
munities have become more 
common in this country. At-
tacks, such as the one that 
occurred at a Hanukah cele-
bration in Monsey, have sent 
a ripple of anxiety through a 
community that hasn’t re-
ally had to deal with these 
issues before recent attacks 
hit so close to home. 

One participant held a 
sign espousing the words of 
John Lennon: “Life is short, 
and there is no time for fuss-
ing my friends.” “Stand up 
or get stepped on,” he says 
when asked why he felt he 
needed to be there. 

The sentiment was re-
flected throughout the 
crowd, as about 40 people 
gathered peacefully in the 
County Seat. Sheriff’s Dep-
uties were there to help with 
crowd control, but mainly 
just assisted with helping at-
tendees cross the street. Ru 
Myoho, dressed in tradition-
al garb reminiscent of the 
Zen Buddhist training she 

received at the Dai Bosatu 
Zendo in Livingston Manor, 
came to share her message 
on love.

“I am honored that I was 
asked to speak today,” she 
said. 

Leaders from the local 
Jewish community included 
Rabbi Simcha Zajac from 
the Chabad of Rock Hill.

“It’s important, that we 
raise our consciousness. 
That we stand united to 
show that we can prevent 
these things by being unit-
ed,” he shared while waiting 

for the speakers to begin. 
Members of the crowd were 
given flashlights to light in 
solidarity after everyone fin-
ished speaking.  

Human Rights Commis-
sioner, Samuel Encarnacion, 
Sr. broke the ice by getting 
all involved in a rousing 
rendition of the Beatles’ 
Yellow Submarine, which 
seemed to help the crowd 
settle in as it was apparent 
the general mood was quite 
somber. There were col-
lective laughs as everyone 
struggled through the sec-

ond verse. 
Rabbi Zajac then read 

from a carefully worded 
speech he had prepared.

“Anti-Semitism survives 
when it is tolerated. We have 
a mission and we must re-
member that our differences 
are what make us beautiful,” 
he said.

Martin Colavito, chair-
man of the Human Rights 
Commission, took the time 
to thank everyone for their 
involvement. 

“I’m not going to start 
with ‘first they came for 

NO HOME FOR HATE

NORTHWELL EMBRACES 
THE CENTER FOR DISCOVERY

HARRIS – Northwell 
Health, New York State’s 
largest health care provider, 
has signed an affiliation 
agreement with The Center 
for Discovery.

The agreement will iden-
tify ways that the two orga-
nizations can work together 
to better meet the needs 
of individuals with devel-
opmental disabilities and 
medical complexities, in-
cluding autism. 

For more than 30 years, 
Northwell has supported 
facilities and programs that 
provide this specialized 
care. The collaboration with 
TCFD furthers Northwell’s 
commitment of support and 
funding for research in this 
area. 

Established in 1948, 
TCFD provides health care 
and education for more than 
1,200 children and adults 
with complex disabilities, 
medical frailties and autism 
spectrum disorders. TCFD 
educates and provides resi-
dential services for 300 
children between the ages 
of five and 21-years old. 

The Center also provides 
residential services for 
nearly 200 adult residents. 
Designated by the New 
York State Department of 
Health as a Center of Ex-
cellence, TCFD has pio-
neered a Lifestyle Medicine 
model of care that focuses 
on preventative and proac-
tive treatment of complex 
conditions. In addition, 

TCFD is creating a Chil-
dren’s Specialty Hospital 
Center and Research In-
stitute for Brain and Body 
Health that will serve as a 
national model of care for 
people living with autism 
spectrum disorders as well 
as other complex condi-
tions such as Alzheimer’s, 
Dementia and PTSD. The 
Hospital is scheduled to 

open in early 2021.
“The Center for Discov-

ery shares our values of 
providing extraordinary 
care through a program of 
continual innovation, edu-
cation and a commitment to 
excellence,” said Michael 
J. Dowling, President and 
CEO of Northwell Health. 
“We look forward to work-
ing together with them to 
provide a full continuum 
of medical and behavioral 
health services that help 
enhance the lives of indi-
viduals with developmen-
tal disabilities and medical 
complexities.”

“We are very excited 
about the many positive 
benefits this affiliation will 
bring” said Patrick H. Dol-
lard, President and CEO 
of The Center for Discov-
ery. “With Northwell’s 
expansive resources and 
expertise this new collabo-
ration can truly advance 
vital research and improve 
the lives of many more peo-
ple with complex condi-
tions. We can do great work 
together.”

PHOTO BY ADELE BERGER
Part of the group gathered in front of the Sullivan County Courthouse in Monticello to rally against hate.

PHOTO BY ADELE BERGER
Rabbi Simcha Zajac of Rock Hill was one of the speakers at the 
rally.

VALENTINES FOR VETS AT BCES

Local Students Create 
Valentines to Thank Veterans

FALLSBURG – For the 
past several years, Falls-
burg’s Benjamin Cosor Ele-
mentary School (BCES) has 
sent hundreds of hand-made 
Valentine’s Day cards to 
veterans in New York State 
V.A. Hospitals. 

This year’s program be-
gan during the week of 
January 13 and finished on 
February 1, in time for ev-
ery card to be processed for 
mailing.

The effort was school-
wide, and every child had a 
chance to participate. Teach-
ers from Pre-K through 
sixth grade, devoted a pe-
riod from their schedules 
to provide materials for the 
students to focus on discuss-
ing who veterans are and 
what they mean to America. 
Kids shared if they have vet-
erans in their families now 
or whether their parents and 
other relatives served in the 

military services.
In the Buddies Program 

session on January 24, chil-
dren were given four differ-
ent papers with heart-shaped 
flags and other designs for 
them to color and paste onto 
folded construction paper. 
Then they wrote in personal 
messages thanking veterans 
for their bravery and cour-
age, acknowledging their 
sacrifice and making our 
country a better place.

Later that same day, third 
graders in Ms. McCarthy’s 
class were creating simi-
lar messages of apprecia-
tion. She told the class that 
each card is special because 
it comes from a child that 
cares about what soldiers do 
to protect them. In a special 
folder, Ms. McCarthy keeps 
letters from veterans from 
Castle Point V.A. Hospital 
telling her students from 
past years how grateful the 

MONTICELLO – The 
Sullivan County Veterans 
Service Agency will once 
again mount a “Valentines 
for Vets” exhibit in the 
lobby of the County Gov-
ernment Center, 100 North 
Street, Monticello.  

The Valentine’s Day 
cards will be on dis-
play from Monday, Feb-
ruary 10 through Friday, 
February 14 from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. The program is part of 
the National Salute to Hos-
pitalized Veterans Week.

“Every year, local stu-
dents create special Val-
entine cards to brighten 
the lives of our veterans,” 
affirmed Veterans Direc-
tor John Crotty. “Last 
year, thanks to the efforts 
of teachers and students, 
more than 2,000 Valen-
tines were delivered to our 
hospitalized veterans at 
the VA Medical Centers in 
Castle Point and Albany.”

For further information, 
please contact the Veterans 
Office at 845-807-0233.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Mrs. Dawn McCarthy’s third grade class at Benjamin Cosor Elementary School.

PHOTO PROVIDED
 Patrick H. Dollard, President and CEO of The Center for Discovery

veterans are when they open 
up each card.

Valentine’s Day is special 
to children of all ages. It is 

a time to focus on the heart. 
That is why this program 
is part of the BCES yearly 
schedule.



story.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and the 
Sullivan County Museum.  
You can also visit the Sul-
livan County Historical So-
ciety and Museum on Face-
book.

                  
Columbia Hill 

Neighborhood Alliance 
(CHNA)

The litigation brought 
against the Town of Thomp-
son and the developer 
of Gan Eden Estates by 
Catskill Mountainkeeper 
and The Center for Discov-
ery has been settled. The 
suit sought to void the settle-
ment reached between the 
developer and the Town of 
Thompson on the basis that 
the town violated open meet-
ings law and failed to com-
ply with current SEQRA 
regulations. Additionally, the 
lawsuit argued that the Gan 
Eden project would have a 
negative impact on both or-
ganizations. The only stipu-
lation in the resolution of 
the case is that the Town of 
Thompson process the devel-
oper’s site plan application 
in full accordance with Town 
of Thompson building code 
and New York State law. 
 
It is expected that, as a result 
of the settlement, the Town 
of Thompson will continue 
its due diligence regarding 
the proposed Gan Eden Es-
tates project. Particular at-
tention must be paid to the 
water issues (inadequate sup-
ply, effects on private wells 
in the area, effects on Town 
of Fallsburg wells and storm 
runoff), type of wastewater 
treatment plant/discharge 
plan and impact of increased 
traffic. CHNA has, over the 
past few years, submitted 
correspondence relating to 
these important issues to the 
Town of Thompson. These 
letters are part of the proj-
ect’s official record and must 
be reviewed by the Town of 
Thompson Planning Board 
when the project comes 
before the board again.   
 
The members of CHNA 
were scheduled to meet with 
Assemblywoman Aileen 
Gunther, Town of Fallsburg 
Supervisor Steve Vegliante 
and Sullivan County Man-
ager Joshua Potosek at the 
end of January to share the 
community’s concerns about 
unsustainable development.  
An account of the meeting 
was not available at press 
time and will be included in 
next month’s report.

Visit Columbia Hill 
Neighborhood Alliance at 
www.columbiahill.org or 
on Facebook to learn how 
you can help to protect your 
community.
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Q. Picture it…you can go anywhere on vacation. Where would 
you go? Why?

I live in Hurleyville. I’m on vacation every day.

I’d like to visit Scotland again. From the lyrics of Bob 
Dylan’s song “Highlands,” “Well, my heart’s in The High-
lands, gentle and fair…”

Jonathan Shimkin

Alli
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

Hurleyvile-Sullivan First 
There were 10 winners in 

the 23rd annual “DECK THE 
DOORS” holiday decorating 
contest sponsored by Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First. The 
winners were:

Bari Allor and Angelee 
Santillo 
The Ditchik Family 
The Dromazos Family 
The Fairman Family 
Katrina and John Jaycox 
Joyce and Lloyd Mackney 
Terry McGrath 
The Penn-Consentino 
Family 
Jakuin and Ken Saunders 
The Rose Family
Frankie & Johnny’s Pres-

ents Nardi’s, Fiber on Main 
and the Hurleyville General 
Store all received Honorable 
Mention.

“DECK THE DOORS” 
Hall of Fame members in-
clude:

The Dromazos Family 
Ruth and Dick Forest 
Ryan Forest 
Dawn and Shawn Mc-
Carthy 
Cathy and Bob Orlowsky 
Leisha and E Snihura
Prizes for the winners 

were provided by the Arati 
Store, Catskill Amusements, 
Elaine Corrington, Fiber 
on Main, the Hurleyville 
General Store, izzy’s Aunt, 
Jampond, QQL Enterprises, 
LLC, LouAnn Rexford and 
the Pickled Owl.

The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work to make our 
hamlet more beautiful.  

Find information on Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First at 
www.hurleyvilleny.com or 
on Facebook.

 
Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church

Watch for the date! The 
Hurleyville United Method-
ist Church will host its an-
nual (and very tasty) Corned 
Beef Dinner in March.

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church is open 
on the third Thursday and 
on the foourth Thursday of 
each month from 4 until 6 
p.m. The volunteers at the 
food pantry serve at least 40 
families every week. They 
also provide free clothing for 
families in need on the last 
Thursday of each month.  

Services are held at the 
church each Sunday from 9 
until 10 a.m.

“MESSY CHURCH,” an-
other sort of family church, 
is held at the church each 
month. The next date is Sat-
urday, February 8 at 5:30 
p.m. Everyone is invited 
to come and enjoy an eve-
ning of fun activities, songs, 
games, crafts, stories and re-
freshments.

The church holds prayer 
meetings every Monday 
from 10 a.m. until noon.  

A Bible study group meets 
at the church every Tuesday 
from 7 until 8 p.m.

Volunteers at the church 
host the Community Lunch 
Program.  Dates for the pro-

gram will be announced on 
the church’s page on Face-
book.

 The Youth Group will meet 
at the church at 7 p.m. on Fri-
day, February 21 and on Fri-
day, February 28. Young peo-
ple are invited to take part in 
fun activities including board 
games, arts and crafts, trivia 
and movie nights. 

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-
tion or if you can help with 
any of these activities. 

         
The Sullivan County 

Museum and Historical 
Society

The First Sunday Con-
certs continue at the Sullivan 
County Museum. 

The next concert on Sun-
day, March 1, will feature 
guitarist and composer Van 
Manakas.  A versatile musi-
cian, Van’s styles range from 
bluegrass to country to jazz 
and everywhere in between. 
He has played and record-
ed with acclaimed artists 
throughout the world. Known 
for his musical expertise, 
Van has been awarded the 
ASCAP Special Merit Award 
for his musical compositions. 
He will be joined by a jazz 
trio at the performance.

The doors will open at 
1:00pm and the music will 
start at 2 p.m. The event is 
free. Donations are always 
gratefully accepted.

The program is sponsored 
by the Sullivan County His-
torical Society and hosted 
by Little Sparrow. It is made 
possible with funds from the 
Decentralization Program, 
a re-grant program of the 
New York State Council on 
the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo 
and the New York State Leg-
islature and administered by 
the Delaware Valley Arts Al-
liance.

Anyone interested in ex-
ploring genealogy and the 
history of Sullivan County 
can contact the Sullivan 
County Museum for infor-
mation on volunteering. The 
phone number is 845-434-
8044.

The Museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open on Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and on 
Sunday from 1 to 4:30 p.m.

Please go to www.scnyhi-

Geez. I hide away for one 
month and look what hap-
pens!

With so many venues clos-
ing for “the season” others 
are dipping their toes in the 
live music pool. Kudos to 
THE PICKLED OWL and 
CABERNET FRANK’S for 
showing those who remain 
here year around that we 
don’t have to hibernate, and 
that there are more and more 
people each year moving 
into the area who also don’t 
want to hibernate. This is 
very good for the musicians 
and Sullivan County.

And the lady who started 
bringing us all out of hiber-
nation (how many years ago 
now?) with what started out 
as a “winter only” program 
of different artists in her 
First Sunday (of the month) 
offerings at the Sullivan 
County Historical Society 
and Museum in Hurleyville 
deserves special heart-
felt thanks. It was our own 
CAROL SMITH of LITTLE 
SPARROW who had the vi-
sion, which has become a 
“much looked forward to” 
event by Sullivan County 
residents regardless of the 
season. These start at 1 p.m. 
and are free to the public. 
The next one will be March 
1.

The newest venue that 
seems to be getting a lot of 
buzz in the musical com-
munity is RAFTERS TAV-
ERN on Upper Main Street 
in Callicoon. Open barely a 
year, it has had an Open Mic 
on Sunday afternoons that 
not only attracts musicians 
from that area but from here 
and Pennsylvania. This is 
not only good for the sing-
ers/songwriters to showcase 
their music in front of a dif-
ferent audience, but leads to 
an exchange of styles and 
ideas.  

Open Mics are great to at-
tend. You not only see per-
formers you’ve seen before 
but often you see them with 
people they may not have 
performed with before. And 
like with karaoke, there will 
be one or two new ones that 
sometimes are cringeworthy. 
But one gives them credit for 
just getting on stage in front 
of what is often a packed au-
dience.

Here’s what’s happening 
this month:

ALL performances and 
venues are subject to “weath-
er permitting” except…

FROGGY DAZE MAS-
QUERADE BALL

Two days of wall to 
wall music that includes 
CAPTAIN MAGIC, THE 
JOHNNY JULES BAND, 
ROBERT TELLEFSON and 
many, many more.

Happening regardless of 
the weather!

Friday February 21: PRE 
FROG SURPRISE

Saturday February 22:  
SATURDAZE MASQUER-

ADE at the Hudson Valley 
Resort and Spa, 400 Granite 
Road, Kerhonkson

Tickets available through 
PEACEPRODUCTIONS.
COM

Rooms available through 
HUDSONVALLEYRE-
SORTS.COM

Every Monday:
DUTCH’S OPEN MIC: 

205 Rock Hill Dr., Rock 
Hill, 7 p.m.

Every Tuesday:
THE GREATER SULLI-

VAN COUNTY SEARCH 
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA (singer Joanna Gass, 
Steve Schwartz on guitar, 
Ken Windheim on bass, 
Mike Cervone on drums, 
and Eric Neis on keyboard 
and vocals), BREW, 280 
Rock Hill Dr., Rock Hill, 
6:30 p.m.

Every Wednesday:
CAB’AROKE, CABER-

NET FRANK’S, 38 Main 
Street, Parksville; (hosted by 
Sullivan Catskills)

*BRAND NEW!*  OPEN 
MIC at BUM AND KEL’S 
LAKESIDE TAVERN; 
Hosted by the JOHNNY 
JULES BAND.  (Bring your 
instruments and your voices 
to the newest open mic in the 
area!) 1132 State Route 52, 
Loch Sheldrake; 7 p.m.

Thursdays:
CABERNET FRANK’S 

OPEN MIC; 7pm (hosted by 
SULLIVAN CATSKILLS)

Feb 6:  hosted by CAS-
WYN MOON

Feb 13:  hosted by LIT-
TLE SPARROW

Feb 20:  hosted by ROB-
ERT TELLEFSON

Feb 27: hosted by FISH-
ER & KEAN

March 5: hosted by CAS-
WYN MOON

KNOW IT ALL NIGHT 
(Trivia Night) at RAFTERS 
TAVERN, 28 Upper Main 
St., Callicoon; 7 p.m. 

TRIVIA NIGHT at the 
PICKLED OWL, 218 Main 
St., Hurleyville; 7 p.m.

Fridays: 
Every Friday: “The Great 

American Song Book” with 
DEFINO and RAVDIN, and 
great Italian food!  SOREL-
LA’S, 3562 State Rte 55, 
Kauneonga Lake; 6-9 p.m.

*VALENTINE’S DAY* 
FEB 14: HECTOR’S INN:  
JOHNNY JULES BAND; 
15 Dr Duggan Road, Bethel; 

RAFTERS TAVERN, 28 
Upper Main St., Callicoon

Feb 7:  CASWYN MOON, 
JAIME LILLY, ERIC BEST; 
8 p.m.

*VALENTINE’S DAY* 
Feb 14:  POISON LOVE; 8 
p.m.

Feb 8: O & CO; 8 p.m.
Feb 21: SCOTT PALER-

MO; 8 p.m.
CABERNET FRANK’S, 

38 Main St., Parksville; 8 
p.m. unless otherwise speci-
fied

Feb 7: ALYSSA GOLD-
STEIN

*VALENTINE’S DAY* 
Feb 14: FISHER & KEAN 
VALENTINE’S DAY 
SHOW

Feb 21: SIDE F/X
Feb 28:  OXFORD STA-

TION
March 6:  ROXON
Every Saturday: “The 

Great American Song Book” 
with DEFINO and RAV-
DIN, and great Italian food!  
Sorella’s, 3562 State Rte 55, 
Kauneonga Lake; 6-9 p.m.

Saturdays: 
RAFTERS TAVERN, 28 

Upper Main St., Callicoon
Feb 15: ROSIE & THE 

ROCKETS; 8 p.m.
PICKLED OWL, 218 

Main St., Hurleyville; 6-9 
p.m.

Feb 8: THE JOHNNY 
JULES BAND

Feb 15: ALBI BELULI
Feb 22:  POISON LOVE 

DUO
March 7:  MARC DEL-

GADO
CABERNET FRANK’S, 

38 Main St, (Exit 98 off 
17W) Parksville; 8 p.m. un-
less otherwise specified

Feb 8:  To Be Announced
Feb 15:  DJKO ROARING 

2020’s DANCE PARTY fea-
turing TAMEKA RAMOS

Feb 22:  BJ AND GREG
Feb 29: SMOKIN’ BUD-

DY STEVE WELLS
Every Sunday:  
MUSIC WHERE YOU 

LEAST EXPECT IT: DeFil-
lipis Bakery, 506 Broadway, 
Monticello; 11 a.m.–1:30ish

RAFTERS TAVERN, 28 
Upper Main St., Callicoon 

Open Mic; hosted by 
ELIZABETH ROSE; 3- 6 
p.m. 

THE HAL GALPER 
TRIO; 6:30 p.m.

BARRY SCHIENFELD 
AND FRIENDS at THE 
PICKLED OWL, Hur-
leyville; 5 p.m.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Guitarist and composer Van Manakas

Alli
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Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

by Kathleen Sullivan

Vic McCarthy

Richard Rulli

I’d go to New Mexico. I’d be able to do research for my craft 
and there are lots of opportunities there for my artwork.



by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – Thursday 
afternoons are for making with 
seventh and eighth graders in 
the Fallsburg Maker’s Club at 
THINC. Most of the enthusias-
tic group members are in their 
second year of the club, with 
eight to ten students attending 
the weekly sessions with club 
advisor and guidance counselor 
Joe Levner. Having the benefit 
of a second year in the club has 
allowed members to build skills 
as well as develop preferences 
for different types of technol-
ogy. While it may appear that 
Thursdays at THINC are all fun 
and games, there really is a lot 
of learning going on. 

With the addition of some 

new equipment at THINC, the 
young makers are able to ex-
perience virtual reality (VR), 
which immerses a person in dig-
ital 3D environment, instead of 
just watching on a display. The 
computer-generated imagery 
and content aim at simulating 
a real presence through senses 
(sight, hearing, touch). Rather 
than just playing games in VR, 
club members are learning how 
to use tools like Google Blocks, 
a VR application designed to 
make it easy for people to cre-
ate 3D objects quickly by ma-
nipulating a small number of 
geometric shapes. In the world 
of product design, engineers 
and designers are using this 
type of software to draft models 
or renderings and send them to 

clients. Exposure and practice 
with these modern design tools 
allows the students to be cre-
ative while building a skill set 
for future work or study. 

Similarly, the students are 
using SketchUp, another type 
of design software, to create 
props like swords and shields 
made from laser cut cardboard. 
SketchUp is a 3D modeling 
computer program for a wide 
range of drawing applications 
such as architectural, interior 
design, landscape architecture, 
civil and mechanical engineer-
ing, film and video game de-
sign. After designing and laser 
cutting the objects, club mem-
bers must fold and glue them 
so that they become 3-Dimen-
sional. After that, they apply a 

shell of paper mache, let dry, 
and then paint. 

An upcoming activity for the 
young makers is building and 
programming a colorful lamp 
that reacts to musical beats, 
changing colors. This project 
will introduce the students to 
Arduino, an open source elec-
tronics platform based on easy 
– to – use hardware and soft-
ware. Arduino boards are able 
to read an input – lights on a 
sensor, a finger on a button – 
and turn it into an output – acti-
vating a motor, or turning on an 
LED light. 

In addition to taking home 
some really cool lamps, the 
students will be learning log-
ic, problem solving and cod-
ing. The students will also 

participate in the creation of a 
short film or public service an-
nouncement, using the green 
screen and camera in the digital 
media lab at THINC. This will 
help them illustrate a topic in a 
way that can be understood by 
others, while learning the pro-
cess and sequence of creating 
video content with a message.

Thanks to the collaboration 
between the Center for Discov-
ery, the staff at THINC, and the 
Fallsburg school district, young 
makers can learn and create 
while using state of the art tech-
nology.
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by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – Com-
peting in San Francisco in 
mid-January, Casella’s Pro-
sciutto Speciali garnered 
another honor, as the Good 
Food Foundation selected 
it for the 2020 Good Food 
Award in the Charcuterie 
category. 

The Good Food Awards 
celebrate American food 
artisans who are making 
delicious, authentic and en-
vironmentally responsible 
products, improving our na-
tion’s food system in doing 
so.

“The competition is 
tough,” Chef Cesare Casella 
said. “Having my prosciutto 
recognized by the judges as 
one of the best in the coun-

try is such an incredibly 
special way for Casella’s to 
start 2020.”

In addition to owning and 
operating Casella’s Salumi, 
which has its main office in 
Hurleyville and distributes 
products nationally, Chef 
Casella serves as Chief of 
DNA, the Department of 
Nourishment Arts® at The 
Center for Discovery, where 
he oversees the food pro-
gram comprising a robust 
culinary program, a team of 
nutritionists, and a 300-acre 
biodynamic and organic 
certified farm. He is also the 
Dean of Italian Studies at 
the International Culinary 
Center, creating the found-
ing curriculum of the Italian 
program.  

Chef Casella has a lifelong 

relationship with prosciutto. 
Growing up in Tuscany, one 
of his jobs was helping make 
the country-cured meats his 
family’s restaurant was fa-
mous for, and when he got 
older, he would help the nor-
cini, the old-school butchers 
who traveled from farmer to 
farmer each winter, prepare 
the prosciutti. Today, he is 
known as “the prosciutto 
whisperer” and uses those 
same Italian techniques to 
create his cured-on-the-
bone prosciutti.

“I want to thank the fam-
ily farmers who raise pigs 
for me with the love and 
care the animals deserve 
so that my prosciutto just 
melts in your mouth,” Chef 
Casella said. “I also want 
to thank all of the artisans I 

Fallsburg Junior/Senior High 
School Holds Blood Drive

FALLSBURG – In their 
effort to fulfill the need for 
blood in the region, Falls-
burg Jr/Sr High School held 
its second Blood Drive of 
the 2019-2020 school year 
on January 13.

The Red Cross crew from 
Binghamton arrived early 
in the morning to the wel-
come of the Student Gov-
ernment Association (SGA) 
coordinators, Kimberly 
Mahler, Emily Collura and 
Jose Rodriguez. Faculty 
Advisor Elisa Baum over-
saw the student involve-
ment throughout the day.

The Fallsburg SGA has 
been faithful to holding 
blood drives for dozens 
of years. The school has 

hosted many first-time do-
nors from the student body 
and new faculty and staff 
members. Countless lives 
have been saved as a result 
of their “gift of life” as the 

Red Cross calls donated 
blood, tissues and organs.

If you were not available 
to donate at FHS, please 
contact your local Red 
Cross.

FALLSBURG MAKER’S CLUB 
AT THINC

PHOTO PROVIDED
Chef Cesare Casella

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fallsburg Maker’s Club mem-
ber Jaedon Espinoza applies 
paper mache to his shield.

by Jonathan Shimkin

January 2020: the date that 
launched a thousand quips – 
quips about eye-exams and 
optometry and the prospects 
for visual acuity in the year 
ahead. What’s it going to be 
- 20/20 or blinkered?  Here 
visual acuity stands in for all 
the other forms of perception 
that are in such high demand 
and short supply: insight, 
foresight, discrimination, 
discernment – i.e., moral, 
and not just optical, qualities.  
The widening gulf between 
sight and insight, the corro-
sive irony of seeing much yet 
discerning little, is becom-
ing more than the planet can 
bear. It is a crisis in itself, and 
contributory to the cascad-
ing series of crises – envi-
ronmental, medical, political 
– that prompts prayers for 
greater discernment and in-
sight in the year ahead. 

I been to the doc-
tor, he says I’m all right. 
I know he’s lying, 
I’m losing my sight. 
He should have exam-
ined the eyes of my mind. 
20/20 vision and walkin’ 
’round blind.

“20/20 Vision,” the song, 
was written in 1954 and giv-
en its most rueful and ragged 
performance by Bob Dylan 
(no mean ironist himself), 
who covered it in 1991. It’s 

a ballad of infidelity. The 
singer’s girl is cheating on 
him, and, on some level, he 
knows this, but, on another, 
he refuses to see it – a state 
of affairs not productive of 
good outcomes:

I’ve lost her, I’ve lost 
her, oh what will I do? 
I bet you’re not happy 
if she’s there with you. 
The eyes of your heart will 
have trouble like mine. 
20/20 vision and walkin’ 
‘round blind.

If the song weren’t writ-
ten 66 years ago, its invoca-
tion of “the eyes of the heart” 
and “the eyes of the mind” 
might be taken for New Age 
cliches, but as it is, the song 
sounds an even older note, a 
plaintive one as timeless as  
Appalachian ballads or Delta 
blues. The gap between what 
we see and what we know 
has always been with us, a 
perennial human condition, 
yet it has reached dangerous 
proportions in our nation’s 
life, with a leader whose 
main contribution to the civic 
discourse has been to parrot 
Chico Marx in “Duck Soup”: 
““Who ya gonna believe, me 
or your own eyes?” In the 
absence of clarity about who, 
and how, we believe, we are 
lost in the moral fog Yeats 
depicted in “Meditations In 
Time Of Civil War: “…the 
key is turned / On our uncer-

tainty; somewhere / A man 
is killed, or a house burned. 
/ Yet no clear fact to be dis-
cerned…”  

How do we cut through 
that moral fog and attain 
clear discernment?  How do 
we align our physical sight 
with the “eyes of the heart” 
and the “eyes of the mind” 
in a way that allows us to 
act clearly on that which we 
clearly perceive? 

We find that alignment 
where we can – most readily 
where we’re most deeply en-
gaged, among the things we 
most love and value. Some-
times we’re even startled 
into it. A few weeks before 
the year turned, I was carry-
ing the scrap-bucket to com-
post and was startled to see 
a crown of fresh vivid green 
spear-like shoots atop the 
heap of compost. A batch of 
old groats, tossed away weeks 
before, had sprouted and put 
forth a young crop of oats, 
piercing through the mulch 
of discarded and decaying 
matter. It seemed a hopeful 
sign. You never know where 
the cutting edge of creation 
will pierce through with new 
growth; maybe out of our 
multiple and multiplying cri-
ses will come a new awaken-
ing, to heal the impairment of 
having 20/20 vision that yet 
walks around blind.

Out Divine Corners Way

PHOTO PROVIDED
SGA Members (l to r) Emily Collura, Kimberly Mahler and 
Jose Rodriguez at the registration desk.

CASELLA’S HONORED BY GOOD FOOD
Hurleyville Company Garners Charcuterie Award

work with here in the U.S., 
the artisans back in Italy 
who inspire us, and mostly 
my grandfather, Beppe, who 
gave me my first taste of 

prosciutto. I’m not sure how 
old I was, but clearly, I liked 
it. He inspires every ham I 
make.”
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.
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John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those that do. We even 
supply all of the gear and 
provide all of the training 
needed, for free. Stop by any 
Monday night and find out 
how you can help or pick up 
an application.

The fire department re-
sponded to 143 calls for 
2019, that’s up from 134 in 
2018, and almost a 50 per 
cent increase in calls since 
2017, when we answered 99 
calls.

Nationwide, 58 firefight-
ers lost their lives in” Line 
of Duty Deaths” in 2019, 
which is down a little from 
68 in 2018.

In addition to responding 
to the Hurleyville calls as a 
Deputy Fire Coordinator, I 
also respond to calls when 
a second fire company is 
called to the scene of any 
type of incident in the Towns 
of Fallsburg and Neversink. 
(this is Battalion #3). I may 
also respond as a backup for 
another deputy or to assist at 
a large scale fire in a differ-
ent battalion other than my 
own.

I would like to cover some 
very important information/
topics and lessons that I have 
learned and experienced 
through my many responses 
throughout my career.

For renters: Do you have 
renter’s insurance? A dev-
astating fire could leave you 
with absolutely nothing. Ev-
erything you owned and or 
treasured could be gone in 
a flash. Renter’s insurance 
will help you get back on 
your feet. It can never re-
place your treasures, but it 
can help you get a new start.

Again for renters, in the 

case of an emergency, such 
as no heat in the middle of 
the night on a weekend when 
it is five below, can you make 
contact with your landlord? 
Is the phone number you 
have for your landlord any 
good? What if you cannot 
reach your landlord? Is there 
a backup number that can be 
called for assistance? Check 
it now before you need it.

Your landlord is responsi-
ble for making sure you have 
the appropriate number of 
smoke detectors and CO de-
tectors in your apartment or 
rented home. One on every 
floor and one between where 
you sleep and a way out.

Not only for renters but 
for all families: Is there a 
911 address number on your 
house, apartment building or 
business, so that emergency 
responders can find you? 
Every home and business 
should have a 911 number 
on it. There are new homes 
and buildings going up all 
the time. Neighbors change 
and the house that John lived 
in all his life many years ago 
that everybody knew no lon-
ger exists as John’s. There 
may be new owners that 
many of us don’t know. Post 
your number so we can help 
you. Unfortunately, while if 
there is a fire, we will proba-
bly find you, if you need and 
ambulance or the police de-
partment there are no flames 
to guide them.

Should there ever be a 
fire in your home, call 911. 
Get out and stay out. Close 
the door behind you as you 
leave. Never Ever Ever go 
back in. Stay on the line 
with the 911 dispatcher. 
They will ask questions and 
the answers are important to 
the emergency responders. 
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Work To Begin On N.Y. 
Water Shafts

Boring of the first of three 
excavation shafts for the 
New York City water sup-
ply project will begin within 
the next two weeks. Con-
tractors assembled plans 
and machinery this week at 
the three sites and checked 
details preliminary to ac-
tual excavation.  The three 
shafts will range n depth 
from approximately 750 feet 
to approximately 1500 feet. 
They will provide the bores 
through which excavation 
of the huge sixty-mile water 
supply conduit will be made.

The contracting company, 
Dravo, Inc., had not yet be-
gun hiring workers, it was 
reported, but was expected 
to select what local labor it 
requires shortly. Key jobs on 
the three shafts such as rock 
drillers and others requir-
ing experience necessarily 
would be filled outside the 
region, it was believed. The 
contractors will have their 
headquarters at Kerhonkson.

G.O.P. Speakers Ask Fight 
On Court Change 

All the speakers at the 
Lincoln Dinner last Friday 
night at the Lenape Hotel 
made a plea to fight Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s proposal 
to enlarge the United States 
Supreme Court. As a source 
of inspiration for patriotic 
Americans of today, speak-
ers proclaimed Lincoln’s 
faith in the power of righ-
teousness and his confidence 
in the innate soundness of 
the American people.

Speakers were Senator 
Thomas C. Desmond, Frank 
L. Wiswold, former Senator 
from Albany County, and 
Assemblyman Chauncey B. 
Hammond of Elmira.

Desmond, in referring to 
his resolution to memori-
alize Congress, requested 
that “under no consideration 
should it accede to the Presi-
dent’s demand to change 
the present Supreme Court 

setup.” 

Young Doctor To Open 
Offices Here

Dr. Victor Drucker, of the 
Bronx, New York City, will 
open offices in Hurleyville 
for the general practice of 
medicine on April 15th next.

In accordance with a lease 
which he entered into with 
Mrs. Rachel Penski, she 
is required to remodel her 
house so as to make two 
apartments, one on the first 
or ground floor, which will 
be occupied by the doctor, 
and one on the second floor 
for her own family.

Dr. Drucker, who will be 
married next month to Viola 
Abramowitz, only daughter 
of Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
Abramowitz of Monticello, 
has an extensive practice in 
the Bronx, but because his 
intended wife would rather 
live near her parents and in 
the country, where she spent 
the greater part of her life, 
he has decided to build up a 
practice here.

Dr. Drucker has received 
his Bachelor of Science de-
gree at the City College of 
New York, and his Doctor 
of Medicine degree from the 
University of Maryland.

Ferndale Triplets Gain 
Strength In First Week

The triplets born February 
ninth at Maimonides Hos-
pital to Mr. and Mrs. Oscar 

Henry of Ferndale are re-
ported gaining in strength 
and vitality under the care of 
Dr. Luther F. Grant, who at-
tended their birth.

The infants, two boys and 
a girl, have been dubbed the 
Triple –A or AAA because 
all three were given names 
beginning with the letter 
A.  The children are Albert 
George, Arthur Francis, and 
Alice Jane.

Mrs. Henry, twenty-six, 
already has one daughter, 
four. Mr. Henry operates an 
ice route.

Defer Braddock Bouts

Heavyweight Champion 
James J. Braddock’s two 
charity exhibition bouts 
scheduled Monday night 
have been postponed un-
til late in March because of 
lack of public interest, it was 
announced.
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Renew Search 
For Luckman

Bulletins have been is-
sued by the New York City 
police offering a reward of 
$1,000 for the arrest of Ike 
Luckman, brother of Meyer 
Luckman, one of three men 
convicted and sentenced for 
the murder of Sam Drukman 
of Brooklyn, found dead in 
the Luckman garage.

Luckman has several 
times been the object of a 
search in Sullivan County, 
the last time in December 
when he was reported liv-
ing at a Fallsburgh hotel.  
Two New York detectives, 
accompanied by Sergeant 
Thomas J. Mangan, checked 
the report, but without suc-
cess.

Week-end Business Good, 
Hotel Managers Report

Hotels and boardinghous-
es throughout the County 
reported unusually good 
patronage for the Washing-
ton’s Birthday week-end. In 
spite of bad weather, hun-
dreds came to the County 

by rail, bus, and private car. 
Sunday’s heavy rains ruined 
skating and kept a majority 
of visitors indoors during 
their entire stay. Hotelmen 
reported there had not been 
a comparable mid-winter 
week-end crowd during the 
recovery period.

School Children Entertain 
Crowd With Operetta

The operetta, “Hansel 
and Gretel,” presented at 
the school here last Friday 
evening provided a musical 
treat long to be remembered 
by the large crowd which at-
tended the entertainment.

The presentation of the op-
eretta, a miniature version of 
the opera given at the Metro-
politan Opera House in New 
York City, was splendid with 
Alida Lounsbury as Hansel 
and Molly Wood as Gretel.

The costumes of the thir-
ty-three members of the 
cast were cleverly planned 
by Mrs. Howard Wood, and 
the scenery in charge of 
Mrs. Peter LaBaugh, added 
the final authentic touch to 
the stage setting. Superior 
acting, under the dramatic 
supervision of Miss Lois 
Hussong, and the musical 
selections, which ranged 
from soloes to choruses, un-
der the competent direction 
of talented music teacher 
Miss Ruth Horne, made the 
operetta one of the best dra-
matic and musical hits ever 
produced by children in the 
Hurleyville school.

In addition to the two 
leading characters, the cast 
included Albert Lounsbury, 
Ruth Fromowich, Lillian 
Greenspan, Jimmy Loun-
sbury, Rose Cohen, Sonia 
Silberman, Arnold Feldstein, 
Dolly June Levine, Seymour 
Rofsky, Marcia Feinstein, 
Vincent Eltz, Millie Van 
Keuren, Hylia Ennist, Gwen-
dolyn Skinner, Anna and 
Sophia Kostiff, Catherine 
Toohey, Richard Tremper, 
Nicholas Andresky, William 
Kostiff, Eleanor Quick, Ce-
cile Wellingham, Marguerite 
Bowers, Margaret Toohey, 
and Helen Lengyl.

It’s February! For such 
a short month, there are a 
lot of things to celebrate…
President’s Day, Valentine’s 
Day, National Library Lov-
ers Month, and, of course, 
Black History Month. 

Here at the Fallsburg Li-
brary, we have everything 
you need to celebrate all 
that February has to offer. 
We have many great docu-
mentaries to help you cele-
brate Black History Month, 
including Eyes on the Prize 
and Dare Not Walk Alone, 
we have books about Presi-
dents for the young and old, 
and we have fun Valentine’s 
themed programs coming 
up for the kids. Celebrate 
National Library Lovers 
Month… and everything 
else February has to cel-
ebrate…by stopping into 
your local library today!

On February 6 at 6 p.m., 
we have Ladies Night. La-
dies ages 18+ can come in 
and make their own Coffee 
Bean Soap. On February 12 
at 6 p.m., adults ages 18+ 
can come in to make some 

beautiful string art. Ham-
mers and nails will be used 
at this program. On Febru-
ary 27, kids ages 7+ can 
come in for Game Night. 
We have tons of board 
games waiting for them! As 
usual, Mondays at 6 p.m. 
are Children’s Craft Nights. 
Tuesday mornings at 10 
a.m. we have our Preschool 
Story Time. Please register 
for programs so we can be 
sure to save a seat for you! 

As you can see, we have 
many great things coming 
up at the Fallsburg Library! 
Some programs have lim-
ited spots so please call, 
email, or stop in to sign up. 
Here’s a reminder of our 
contact information, call: 
845-436-6067, email: fbr@
rcls.org, stop in: 12 Rail-
road Plaza, South Falls-
burg, NY or follow us on 
social media. Please note, 
sometimes winter weather 
may make us reschedule a 
program – so be sure to call 
before heading out if the 
weather looks iffy! 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Heavyweight boxing champ 
Jimmy Braddock, who 
trained at the Hotel Evans 
in Loch Sheldrake and later 
owned a home in Sullivan 
County.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

by Kelly Wells & Amanda Letohic

FROM THE 
FALLSBURG 
LIBRARY

Do not hang up until told 
to do so. Give the dispatch-
er the address that has the 
problem (what road you are 
on and your call-back num-
ber). What is the situation? 
Are you trapped? Where? 
Second floor street side on 
the right would be great in-
formation for the fire depart-
ment responding

The questions will be dif-
ferent for a medical emer-
gency. Is the person breath-
ing, bleeding?

For a robbery is someone 
breaking into you home? Is 
the intruder still there?

Make sure you have a 
meeting place and every 
family member knows 
where it is. This will help as-
sure that all are out. Never 
Ever Ever go back in. Have 
an escape plan, practice it,

Winter is not over yet. It 
seems we get a little winter 
and then a touch of spring. A 
couple of reminders: Make 
sure your dryer vent is clear 
of snow. While you are at it, 
clean the lint trap. Make sure 
you put your woodstove ash-
es in a metal container and 

store it away from the house.
We all need to use a little 

common sense. Don’t take 
the attitude that ‘it won’t 
happen to me.”

One last topic for this 
month. Snow banks on Main 
Street and Parking.

After a good size snow 
storm the roads are plowed 
and now we have lost up to 
two to three feet by the curb. 
If you could see the white 
line that defines a parking 
spot you will see that you are 
two to three feet over the line. 
Cars parked on both sides of 
the road reduce the overall 
width of the road. Take a 
look in these situations and 
maybe park in another spot. 
Give the firetrucks and big-
ger trucks room to get by 
in traffic. And to all of the 
private snowplowers: Stop 
burying the fire hydrants!

Don’t forget about the ice 
fishing contest on Saturday, 
February 8 from 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Morningside Lake.

Think Safety Everybody, 
Stay Safe.

HUDSON VALLEY HONOR FLIGHT 
SEEKS VETERANS

Area WWII, Korean War, Cold War and Vietnam veterans invited to apply

WANTED: OLDER NEW 
YORKERS WHO MAKE 

A DIFFERENCE

WALDEN – Hudson Val-
ley Honor Flight is seeking 
veterans for its two spring 
flights taking place on Sat-
urday, May 2 and Saturday, 
May 30.

The May 2 flight will de-
part from New York Stewart 
International Airport and 
the May 30 flight will depart 
from Westchester County 
Airport. Flights take veter-
ans on an all-expenses paid 
trip to visit our nation’s war 
memorials in Washington 
D.C. Veterans will travel in 
comfort and safety aboard 
a fleet of chartered deluxe 
buses while in D.C. for the 
daylong tour and fly back to 
New York that evening.

All area World War II, 
Korean War, Cold War and 
Vietnam veterans from the 
following counties who 
have not previously taken 
part in a Hudson Valley 
Honor Flight are eligible 
to participate: Orange, Ul-

ster, Dutchess, Westchester, 
Rockland, Sullivan, Putnam, 
Pike (Pa.), Bergen (N.J.), 
and Fairfield (Conn.). In ad-
dition, veterans who served 
in the time between World 
War II and the Korean War 
are eligible to participate. 
Currently, Vietnam veteran 
applicants will be placed on 
a waiting list. Applications 
can be found online at www.

hvhonorflight.com.
“We are looking forward 

to a busy spring of honoring 
our American heroes and ex-
cited to fill seats for both of 
our upcoming flights,” said 
Chairman Frank Kimler. 
“We’re seeking veterans to 
join us for a wonderful day 
of honor, reflection, thanks, 
lots of laughs and maybe a 
few surprises along the way. 

With ShopRite’s generous 
support, we are hoping to 
fill every seat of these two 
planes and are currently 
planning our itinerary.”

Hudson Valley Honor 
Flight (HVHF) is a local 
nonprofit based in Walden 
which honors Hudson Val-
ley area veterans for all their 
sacrifices by bringing them 
to Washington, D.C. to visit 
their respective war me-
morials at no cost to them. 
HVHF is also the local hub 
of the National Honor Flight 
Network, which has more 
than 100 independent non-
profit “hubs” nationwide.

HVHF is currently seek-
ing sponsorship for future 
missions, as there are many 
worthy and eligible veterans 
and HVHF wants to contin-
ue honoring them. To learn 
more, call 845-391-0076 or 
visit: http://hvhonorflight.
com.

MONTICELLO – May 
feels like a long time away, 
but the Sullivan County Of-
fice for the Aging is already 
planning for it, and you can 
play a part!

 May is recognized na-
tionally as Older Americans 
Month, acknowledging the 
incredible efforts and diverse 
contributions older adults 
make to communities across 
the nation. In collaboration 
with 59 agencies on aging 
across the State, New York 
seeks to honor exceptional 
individuals who, through 
their actions, demonstrate 
the spirit of civic engage-
ment and selflessness. That 
ceremony will take place 
during NYS Office for the 
Aging’s Older New Yorkers’ 
Day celebration on May 19 in 
Albany.

 Thus the Sullivan County 
Office for the Aging is seek-
ing nominations of older 
adults from our community 
to be represented at the event. 
These nominations can come 

from civic leaders, elected 
officials, and community or-
ganizations. The nominee 
should be a volunteer aged 
55 or older that has made a 
difference in the community 
through civic engagement. 

Nomination forms can be 
obtained by contacting the 
Office for the Aging at 845-
807-0241, then submitted 
to the Office c/o Lise-Anne 
Deoul, Director of Aging 
Services, via email at Lise-
Anne.Deoul@co.sullivan.
ny.us or by mail to 100 North 
St., Monticello, NY 12701. 
The deadline for submitting 
nominees is February 15, 
2020.

The recognition event 
takes place in Albany on May 
19 from 11 a.m.-2 p.m., and 
transportation can be pro-
vided for the chosen nominee 
and one guest. Information 
about last year’s event can be 
found at www.aging.ny.gov/
news/new-york-state-honors-
older-volunteers-older-new-
yorkers-day-celebration.



It was a terribly cold Tuesday 
morning in early February that 
I walked into the Hurleyville 
Pharmacy and folded my six-
and-a-half foot frame onto one 
of the round-seated stools in 
front of the counter. I looked 
at the older man in carpenter’s 
overalls a few seats away.

“Good morning, Steve,” I 
said cheerily. “You’re up early. 
Must have work today.”

Steve Bromberger took a sip 
of his steaming cup of Postum 
before he answered. 

“Yeah, I got a small job in 
Monticello, maybe two or 
three days. Just hasn’t been 
much out there, so I take what-
ever I can.”

“Well hopefully this will be a 
better year.” 

“1935 or 1936… I don’t 
see any difference. Things are 
tough all over.”

Max Goodelman the owner 
of the pharmacy, placed a cup 
of coffee in front of me without 
saying a word and went back to 
reading his newspaper.

The front door opened be-
fore I could even take a sip, 
and an elderly man, bundled 
up against the cold, stepped in-
side. He walked directly up to 
me and spoke quietly.

“Thank God I found you 
here, Bronc,” he said excitedly, 
gasping for breath. “You’d bet-
ter come with me right away.” 

“What’s the matter, Darius?” 
I asked while reaching for my 
coat.

“It’s Mavey,” the man an-
swered, leading the way to 
the door. “We’ve got the doc-
tor coming, but I think she’s in 
bad shape. I got here as fast as 
I could.”

“In bad shape? What hap-
pened?”

“I’m not sure, but I think we 
should get right back. I stopped 
by Doc Jacobs’ house on my 
way to you, but he is out deliv-
ering a baby. I left word with 
his wife to come as soon as he 
could.”

“Did you walk?” I asked 
when we had reached my car, 
and without waiting for an an-
swer opened my car door. “You 
can ride with me.”

I fiddled with the choke 
while I cranked the old Ford 
until the engine caught and 
I lurched forward, shifting it 
from first into third gear with-
out even engaging second. 
Mavey O’Toole was a distant 
relative of mine, although if I 
had ever known exactly how 
we were related, I had long 
since forgotten, and as far as 
I knew, we were each the only 
living relative the other had. 
She lived in a modest old house 
at the end of Mitteer Road, just 
past the Mitteer family’s farm. 

“So what exactly happened, 
Darius?” I asked the older man 
as we drove. 

“Well, you know Sarah 
checks on Mavey every morn-
ing right after breakfast, has 
been doing it for years,” he 

answered. “This morning 
she came rushing back to the 
barn to tell me that she found 
Mavey unconscious on the 
floor. I guess she was able to 
revive her, but she was real 
concerned, so I figured I’d bet-
ter come get you.” 

We rode the rest of the short 
distance to Mavey’s house in 
silence, and I found myself say-
ing a little prayer that the old 
lady would be all right. Despite 
the relationship, I couldn’t say 
we had ever been close, and I 

was a bit embarrassed to admit 
that I could not even remember 
the last time I had seen her.

I pulled up in front of the 
house and Darius and I went in-
side. Mavey was on the couch 
in her large living room, and 
Darius’ wife Sarah was there 
with her, holding her hand.

“Were you able to able to 
get Doc Jacobs?” Sarah asked 
Darius as soon as we walked 
in.

“He was out, but I left word 
for him to come as soon as he 

could,” Darius answered.
“Good morning, Sarah,” I 

said. “How is she?”
“I can barely get a pulse, 

Bronco. She has been in and 
out of consciousness and I am 
very worried.”

“Maybe we shouldn’t wait 
for Doc Jacobs and get her to 
the hospital,” I said. “I can take 
her in my car if one of you will 
ride with me.”

“Of course, I’ll go,” Sarah 
said. “Darius you can stay and 
tell the doctor when he comes 

that we are at the hospital.”
“We’ll take her to Monti-

cello,” I thought to myself and 
then realized I had spoken it 
out loud. “I’ll carry her out to 
my car.”

I picked Mavey up and al-
lowed Sarah to wrap a blanket 
around her. She was extremely 
tall, but very light, and frail. I 
directed Sarah to get into the 
back seat first, and then tried 
to gently place Mavey across 
the seat with her head resting 
on Sarah’s lap. I had to fold her 
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Steve Bromberger was sitting at the counter sipping his Postum when Bronco Kelly entered the Hurleyville Pharmacy.

 An Original Short Story by Jack Robbin
Illustration by Carol Smith

by Elaine Corrington

HURLEYVILLE – Val-
entine’s Day is celebrated 
on several different days 
all around the world with 
titles you could guess (hav-
ing heard about Valentine’s 
Day all your life). Or there 
can be Valentine holiday 
names that bear no resem-
blance to that well-remem-
bered special day you have 
celebrated your whole life 
long, and that look like you 
were drunk and riding a 
horse as you were typing on 
your keyboard! Come on…
Zdravko? Lupercalia? Seynt 
Volantynys? You thought 
there was only one Saint of 
Love?

No matter how bald you 
are, or how white your hair-
- apparently people now 
call you “cupcake” when 
your hair is all white and 
you can no longer apply 
enough make-up to seem 
like you are young-- you 
still weren’t around at that 
first Feast of St. Valentine in 
AD 496, honoring his death 
in AD 269! Saints often did 
something very good for 
which they were punished 
very horribly. Some thought 

St. Valentine had saved the 
sight of the daughter of his 
jailer and wrote her the first 
“valentine card” (a heart cut 
from parchment), signing it, 
“Your Valentine.” 

She apparently planted 
a pink-blossomed almond 
tree in his honor. I guess 
planting pansies because for 
some reason they manage 
to stay alive no matter how 
bad your gardening skills 
doesn’t give you the same 
proud feeling, darn it. 

You probably weren’t 
even around when the 14th 
century’s tradition of court-
ly love started, or in the late 
1700s, when mass-produced 
printed cards began to be 

MONTICELLO-- The Sul-
livan County Youth Bureau is 
now accepting grant applica-
tions from organizations which 
serve children and youth with-
in Sullivan 
County.

The Youth 
Bureau re-
ceives mon-
ies annu-
ally from 
the County 
and the New York State Office 
of Children and Family Ser-
vices to fund youth develop-
ment programs within Sullivan 

County. Eligible applicants 
include private nonprofit orga-
nizations, schools and munici-
palities. 

Organizations that would 
like to apply 
and be con-
sidered for 
funding are 
requested to 
submit com-
pleted ap-
plications by 

Friday, February 28, 2020.
For more information, please 

call the Sullivan County Youth 
Bureau at 845-807-0394.

HURLEYVILLE - HAMLET OF THE HEART!

COUNTY YOUTH BUREAU 
ANNOUNCES 2020 GRANT 

OPPORTUNITIES

PHOTO PROVIDED 

legs into an awkward position 
to get the door closed.

“You got her?” I asked Sar-
ah.

“Yes, we’re fine. Let’s go!”
I fiddled with the choke and 

got the car running, wasting 
no time getting back to Main 
Street and up the hill past the 
Columbia on the way to the 
Monticello Hospital. I could 
hear Sarah talking softly to 
Mavey in the back seat, though 
I really couldn’t tell what she 
was saying. Without any sense 
of how long it took or how we 
got there, the next thing I re-
membered was pulling up the 
hill to the entrance to the hos-
pital.

There was a nurse I recog-
nized standing in the hallway 
when we came in the front 
door, and she immediately 
took charge, directing me to 
take Mavey into an examina-
tion room toward the rear of 
the first floor.

I had no sooner placed 
Mavey on the exam table that I 
heard the booming voice of Dr. 
Ralph Breakey behind me.

“Well get the hell out of the 
way, Kelly!” he shouted. “Let 
me have a look at her.”

I couldn’t help but no-

tice that Breakey’s manner 
changed abruptly once he 
reached Mavey, and he became 
as gentle as a lamb. The nurse 
ushered Sarah and me out of 
the room, and told us to wait in 
the hallway. Before long, Dr. 
Breakey emerged. He was not 
smiling.

“She’s one of the toughest 
women I have ever met,” he 
said solemnly, “but I think she 
might be at the end of the line. 
She is conscious and she is 
asking for you, Kelly.”

Mavey was lying perfectly 
still when I approached the 
exam table, but her eyes were 
wide open and she seemed 
alert.

“So this is what I have to 
do to get you to visit me?” 
she said, sounding amazingly 
strong considering what Doc 
Breakey had said. “You’d bet-
ter pull up a chair, Bronco. I 
need to tell you some things, 
and you’re going to want to be 
sitting down when I do.”

It seems as if our old friend, 
Fallsburg Constable Bronco 
Kelly might be about to embark 
on yet another adventure. Find 
out more in the March edition 
of The Hurleyville Sentinel.

“STRETCH YOUR LIFE 
EXPECTANCY”

by Albee Bockman, AEMT-P

EMS Beat
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POSSESSED

PART ONE             

Deke Temple realized he
had made a serious mis-

take almost as soon as he had
done it.  Not that it mattered
now, he thought.  There was
little he could do to rectify
things at this point.
There was no solace in the
fact that he was well aware
that being head over heels in
love had clouded his judg-
ment, and he resigned him-
self to try to make the best of
what would surely end up
being a bad situation.
He was standing on the side-
walk in front of a tiny bus
station on Broadway in
Monticello, NY, carrying his
own suitcase and two bags
that belonged to his girl-
friend, Janice Pearson.  A
significantly longer duffel
type bag, containing her
skies, lay at his feet.  It was
snowing lightly and a cold
wind was starting to blow as
the Ford Country Squire sta-
tion wagon pulled up to the
curb.
“If you’re waiting for a ride
to the Columbia, this is it,” a
young man with thick black
hair and glasses announced
as he exited the driver’s side
door and opened the rear
gate, seemingly all in one

motion.  “I’m Stan, and I will
be your driver.”
Deke barely gave him a
glance as he swung the
heavy bags into the back of
the wagon.
“Aren’t there two of you?”
the youth asked, and Deke
noticed that he sounded an
awful lot like a radio disc
jockey.  “I was told there
were two of you.”
“My girlfriend will be right
here,” Deke assured him.
“She had to use the ladies
room.”
Janice appeared almost on
cue and Deke, mesmerized
by her as always, held the
back door of the wagon open
for her to climb in.
“Oh honey, I am so excited!
This is going to be a mar-
velous weekend,” she ex-
claimed as she slid across the
seat.  “It’s already snowing,
and I can’t wait to get out on
the hill.”
Deke smiled weakly.  He
was madly in love with Jan-
ice and there were plenty of
things he was looking for-
ward to about this weekend,
but skiing wasn’t one of
them.
He had been dating Janice
just a few months, but he had
fallen in love with her on
their very first date.  When
she mentioned that she was
heading to the Catskills on a
long-planned skiing vacation
and asked if he wanted to
come along, he had jumped

at the chance in spite of the
fact that he had never been
on skis in his life.  After all,
he told himself, how hard
could it be?
He was a reasonably good
athlete, had played college
football, and had remained in
good shape in the five years
since graduation.  Besides,
he had studied the brochure
for the hotel, Knapp’s Co-
lumbia in a small town in the
mountains called Hur-
leyville.  It wasn’t very big,
and its ski hill was advertised
as “in its second season” and
“perfect for skiers of all lev-
els of skill.”  He was not de-
terred, and in fact, might
have even assured Janice at
some point that he was an
experienced skier; maybe
even hinting that he had
raced, no less.
It wasn’t until they had
boarded the bus at Port Au-
thority that she burst that
bubble of false security by
presenting him with a letter
on the hotel’s stationery that
outlined the plans for the
weekend ahead; plans that
included their entry in the
hotel’s annual “Luzon Cup”
couples ski race.
His mind hadn’t known a
moment of peace since.
The short trip from the bus
station to the hotel took about
ten minutes over winding
roads that were quickly be-
coming snow covered.  Stan
kept up a steady chatter the

entire trip in that radio an-
nouncer’s voice of his, but
Deke heard little of what he
said, trying instead to distract
himself from his dread by
staring at—and fantasizing
about—Janice’s long and
shapely legs.  It was solely a
testament to her physical
charms that he was able to
momentarily put aside the
apprehension he felt about
having to either perform in
the ski race or tell her he had
lied to her.
After registering at the front
desk—as Mr. and Mrs. John
Smith—and settling into
their room, they took a walk
around the hotel grounds,
watching as the darkness de-
scended, bringing with it the
muted electric lighting that
illuminated the walkways
between the buildings.  
They paused to kiss, but just
briefly, because Janice pulled
away suddenly, her eyes
bright with excitement.
“I can’t tell you how much I
am looking forward to you
and me winning the Luzon
Cup, Deke!” she blurted out.
“I have thought about win-
ning that cup ever since last
winter when my friend
Margie won it with her
boyfriend, Stu.  They’re mar-
ried now.”
“Do you think there’s a con-
nection?” Deke asked imp-
ishly.  
To his surprise, she an-
swered, and seriously, at that.
“I guess we’ll find out.”
Needless to say, he slept little
that night.  The after dinner
drinks and dancing had tired
him out, but his mind was on
the next day’s race.  Janice’s
well-calculated plans called
for an early breakfast and
then some warm-up runs on
the hill before the prelimi-
nary heats began at 11 AM.
He would, of course, have to
rent skis and boots, since he
had nothing of his own.  He
had sold them when he

moved to the city, he had told
her.  Another lie. 
The breakfast layout was
elaborate, but it was wasted
on him.  He ate mechani-
cally, saying little.  She joked
about him getting his game
face on, a remnant of years of
serious competition, she
guessed.  He noted that her
energy was exceeded only by
her enthusiasm for the up-
coming event.  Her prepara-
tion included scouting the
other possible entrants, and
she passed the time at break-
fast speculating about the rel-
ative abilities of couple after
couple as they made their
way along the buffet line.
She actually recognized two
couples from the year before,
she said.  Deke was only
paying partial attention, but
he couldn’t help but notice
one of the couples she
pointed out.  The man was
tall, even taller than his own
6’4” and he was nearly as
broad shouldered.  The
woman was considerably
shorter, but had that unmis-
takable springy step of an
athlete.  This was the couple
to beat, Janice proclaimed,
and if looking the part had
anything to do with it, he had
to agree.
They headed for the ski hill
as soon as they’d eaten.  The
weather was cool and crisp
under bright sunny skies.
The overnight snowfall had
added a few inches of pow-
dery snow to the accumula-
tion, and the hills looked well
covered.  The ski shop was a
rudimentary facility, small,
but well stocked with skis
and poles and boots and even
some clothing.  There were
two employees behind the
cluttered counter, an elderly
man and a younger woman,
and the man greeted them as
they walked in.
Deke carried the duffel with
Janice’s skis and a small can-
vas bag with her boots and a

few other miscellaneous
items.  Passing by a full
length mirror on the way to
the counter, he couldn’t help
but glance sideways and
liked what he saw.  
“At least you look like a
skier,” he thought to himself,
forgetting his apprehension
for just a moment.
“Well, you are certainly a
grand gaillard,” the man be-
hind the counter ventured in
a raspy, French accented
voice, looking Deke up and
down.  “And those skis
you’re carrying certainly do
not belong to you.”
Deke knew skis were sized
according to a person’s
height, and Janice’s skis were
obviously much too short for
him.  The elderly man could
tell that, too.
“No, I need to rent skis,”
Deke said.  “Unless you
don’t have anything in my
size,” he added hopefully.
The old man scrunched up
his face in lieu of answering.
After a time, he shook his
head.
“I might not, at that,” he fi-
nally said.  “How tall are
you, nearly two meters?”
“I’m not sure about that,”
Deke  said, unable to convert
meters to feet and inches so
quickly in his head.  “I’m a
shade over six foot four.  If
you can’t accommodate me,
I will understand.”
“Follow me,” the old guy
said, gesturing with his hand.
“I just might have a bonne

idee.”
Deke joined the man behind
the counter and followed him
down a narrow hallway to a
small room, which they en-
tered, and the old guy
switched on a light, that is to
say he tugged on a string, il-
luminating a bare bulb hang-
ing from the steeply sloping
ceiling.  
“You are going to have to
watch your head in here,” he
said sternly.  “It’s not meant
for average height gonzes, let
alone one as tall as you. But
there are some old wooden
skies over here that I brought
with me from a place I used
to work years ago. They
were discarding a lot of
equipment, so I salvaged
what I could and have been
carrying it from place to
place ever since.  I know
there was a long pair of skis
among them.”
“You don’t say,” Deke said,
ducking to follow the old guy
to the back of the room.
“Yes, I do say,” he replied.  “I
am certain of it.  By the way,
my name is Michel, but
everyone calls me Mike.
And what do they call you?”
“I’m De…” Deke started to
say before realizing they had
registered under different
names.  “I’m deeply proud to
meet you, Mike,” he finally
managed.  “My name is
John… John Smith.
“You know, I’m not sur-
prised at that, not at all,” the
old fellow chuckled.  “Kind

of bet myself you would be
when I saw that young lady
you walked in with. We get a
lot of John Smiths here at the
Columbia, and a lot of Jone-
ses and Johnsons, too.  Even
had a Kilroy once.  Of
course, not as many as we
used to get at the Laurels
when I worked there.  Have
you ever been to the Laurels?
Swingingest place in the
mountains, I‘d say.  Not that
we don’t get our share here,
you see.  Swingers, I mean.”
“Any luck with the skis?”
Deke asked.
He heard Mike moving some
stuff around, but couldn’t re-
ally see what he was doing.
“Ha!  Just as I thought,”
Mike said, turning around
with a long pair of wooden
skis.  “A bit cabosse, but I
can get them in working
order for you.”
“Wonderful,” Deke said,
hoping his disappointment
wasn’t too evident as he
turned to lead the way out of
the room.  He had been mo-
mentarily hopeful, but it was
beginning to look like he
would have to hit the slopes
after all.  

“Possessed” is a work of fic-
tion and any resemblance to
actual persons or events is
strictly coincidental, except
when it is not.  Don’t miss
Part Two in the next issue of
The Hurleyville Sentinel!

SPOTLIGHT ON A HURLEYVILLE TREASURE
By Kathleen Sullivan

“PERK JACOBSON”

Louis Benjamin (“Perk” to
all of us who knew him)

Jacobson, the son of Bessie
and Max Jacobson, was born
on November 14, 1909 on the
family farm in Divine Cor-
ners, New York.  Along with
his seven brothers and sisters,
he was devoted to his fam-
ily’s well being. He helped
out with boarders and sold
meat butchered by his father,
going door-to-door by horse-
drawn wagon. 
Perk got his nickname when
the local harness maker mis-
pronounced his Hebrew
name which was pronounced
"Bear-ka."
Perk married Florence Fru-
movich in 1940, and they be-
came parents of two
daughters, Myrna Coffey and
Bette Jacobson Godfrey.
Local farmers taught Perk
how to make sausage.  After
much trial and error he got the
recipe right and earned the
enthusiastic approval of his
“coaches.”  Perk also made
delicious pickles which were
always available in a barrel at
Perk’s Market.
Perk’s Market on Main Street
in Hurleyville featured the
sausage made by Perk, pro-
duce, and dry goods.  Perk
and Florence worked in the
market seven days a week.
Perk’s Market prospered
through the 50’s.  The mar-
ket’s customers included
schools, resorts and folks
from all the surrounding
towns.  Delivery service was
always available.  The only
time the market was closed
was when Perk served in the

U.S. Army during World War
II.
Perk was drafted into the
Army due to a clerical error.
He had a lifelong eye condi-
tion, retinitis pigmentosa,
which could have probably
kept him home. However, be-
cause of his inherent sense of
responsibility he did what he
was called to do. In camp, he
improvised a way of getting
from his tent to the mess hall
and back to his tent by hold-
ing a rope in the dark.

While working as a cook in
the Army during the war Perk
devised a method of gleaning
information from German
soldiers that always worked.
He didn't want them to know
he was Jewish, could speak
Yiddish, and could often un-
derstand their conversations.
So, he told them, in very basic
German, "gut sprechen, gut
essen!" (If they talked good,
they would eat good). 
When he returned to the
States after the war, Perk was

in an Army base kitchen and
saw the cooks making "beau-
tiful green vegetables" during
the winter.  He learned that
the Army had been freezing
the vegetables for later use.
He got the specifications for
the process and for construc-
tion of the freezers.  When he
came back to Hurleyville he
looked for a place to establish
a business.  He partnered with
his sister, Rose and purchased
a building on "Creamery
Road" (9 Mongaup Road
today), built the cooler and
freezer in the basement,
opened Mountain Frosted
Foods, and obtained an exclu-
sive distributorship for Bird-
seye frozen vegetables. 
Rose suggested bringing in a
partner who operated a simi-
lar business in New York
City. The new partner, Mr.
Shindler, made some poor
business decisions including
over-ordering box cars of
vegetables which could not
be processed in a timely man-
ner.  He was eventually sued

by a guest at a hotel who
broke a tooth on a cherry pit
from one of his cans of fruit
salad.  He declared bank-
ruptcy.  Mountain Frosted
Foods could not obtain fi-
nancing and the business was
forced to close.  There would
be no "Mr. Birdseye" in Hur-
leyville!
Perk and Florence enjoyed
traveling after they retired.
They traveled to exotic loca-
tions with friends and family
and made many new friends
at campgrounds across the
nation.  Deteriorating eye-
sight forced Perk to give up
his passions-- golf and
bridge-- later in life.
Perk contributed significantly
to the community.  He was a
member of the Hurleyville
Fire Department for 75 years.
He belonged to Congregation
Anschei Hurleyville and was
a founding contributor to
Lochmor Golf Course.  Perk
never missed a church supper
at the Hurleyville United
Methodist Church.  He was

an early supporter of beauti-
fication in Hurleyville-- wa-
tering flower barrels along
Main Street and serving as a
volunteer caretaker at the
Hurleyville Jewish Cemetery.
He generously supported
family and neighbors in any
way he could.  

Perk’s daughter, Myrna, de-
scribes her father: “So many
parts to this man…generous,
but uncomfortable accepting
gifts from others. He was al-
ways positive, even after the
loss of parents, siblings,
friends and his eyesight.”
Perk’s daughter, Bette, said of
her father, “In the final
decades of his life, as Perk’s
sight was continually dimin-
ishing, his patience may have
been tried, but he, and his es-
sential nature, always moved
forward, savored the past, and
appreciated what he could
from each and every day.
Such people build a world for
all of us.”
Bonnie Makofsky, Perk’s
niece, spoke at the dedication
of Perk’s bench in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in
2006, “Uncle Perk was one of
the people who made it so
wonderful to have grown up
in Hurleyville.”
Perk passed away in 2004.
He saw Hurleyville from
horse and buggy times
through the boarding house
and resort boom to the start of
the rebirth of the hamlet he
loved.
Perk is one of Hurleyville’s
many extraordinary treasures.
Visit www.hurleyvilleny.com
to find more treasures in Hur-
leyville.

Perk and Florence Jacobson in
1997.  The occasion was the
69th Annual S.C. Volunteer Fire-
fighters’ Assn. Parade for which
Perk served as Honorary Grand
Marshal.

The ski hill at the Columbia in the 1960s.

The Hurleyville area was once
home to nearly forty hotels,
none any more well-known than
the Columbia.   Originally
known as The Columbia Farm,
it was founded by John Harms
Knapp in 1891 and when it
closed in 1969 it was the oldest
continuously operating hotel in
Sullivan County.  This is an ex-
traordinary story set at the Co-
lumbia one winter in the early
1960s. It is not likely you have
heard it before, but once you
have, it is not likely you will for-
get it.  Please enjoy this first of
three installments, exclusively
in The Hurleyville Sentinel…

BY JACK ROBBIN

Perk’s family poses during the dedication of Perk’s bench in Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park in 2006.  From left to right (back row) Merilyn
Griff, Bonnie Makofsky, Les Witherel, Meredith Makofsky, Helen Carl-
son and Michael Makofsky; (front row) Gail Makofsky and Pearl Kol-
lender..

EMS Beat 
By Albee E. Bochman, AEMT-P

First, and foremost, I hope
everyone had a happy,

healthy and safe Thanksgiving
holiday.
“Help! I’ve fallen and can’t get
up!” How many times have we
seen that television commercial
over the years and had a little
laugh watching it?  As funny as
it may have seemed at the time,
those of us who possess the
“Red, White, and Blue” card
do not take that quote for
granted.
Falls are the leading cause of
death from injury among peo-
ple 65 and older. Furthermore,
and quite alarmingly, one-
fourth of seniors who fracture
a hip from a fall will die within
six months of the injury. Ap-
proximately 9,500 deaths in
older Americans are associated
with falls each year. Food for
thought, right?
As the winter months ap-
proach, it is critical we prepare
ourselves for the possibility of
slipping, sliding, and falling.
Hip fractures are not the only
concern. For seniors who fall
and are unable to get up on
their own, the period of time
spent immobile often affects
their health outcome. Muscle
cell breakdown starts to occur
within 30-60 minutes of com-
pression due to falling. Dehy-
dration, pressure sores,
hypothermia, and pneumonia
are other complications that
may result. Additionally, bruis-
ing the size of one’s fist is a
10% blood loss. A 30% blood
loss is considered life threaten-
ing.  More food for thought,
huh?
Getting help after an immobi-
lizing fall increases the chance
of survival by 80% and in-
creases the likelihood of a re-
turn to independent living. I
can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of calling 911 and re-
questing the assistance of
Paramedics to properly assess
and treat potential injuries from
a fall. Injuries that do not ap-
pear on the surface may haunt
you hours, days, or even weeks
down the road.

So what can we do to avoid
these unwelcomed and unfore-
seen incidents?
Exercise to improve balance
and strengthen your muscles
helps prevent falls;
Make your home safer by re-
moving loose rugs, and adding
handrails to stairs and hall-
ways;
Make sure you have adequate
lighting in dark areas.
Don’t be so vain when it comes
to using canes and walkers in-
side and outside the home;

Place non-slip strips or mats in
the shower or bath.
And most importantly, avoid
going outside during bad
weather. Watch the forecast and
PLAN ACCORDINGLY !!!
Falls are inevitable as we “ma-
ture” (the new senior term,
LOL). As your EMS provider,
we are here to serve and pro-
tect. Let’s protect ourselves
from unnecessary falls and re-
lated injuries.
Be safe and stay well, Hur-
leyville!!!

Did you ever notice why 
you instinctively stretch 
when you wake up in the 
morning? Never gave it 
any thought, right? Well 
there are some true benefits 
to that morning regimen 
you have taken for granted.

It is really the very first 
thing we do in the morn-
ing. we roll over, stretch 
our arms over our head, 
and give a good yawn or 
moan. It feels really good! 
Then we slowly move to 
the coffee pot, pour our cup 
of coffee, and check the 
news to see the latest on 
the presidential impeach-
ment trial.

But why does it come 
so instinctively. It’s called 
“pandiculating.” It’s the act 
of stretching and yawning 
at the same time. For those 
of you who have a cat or 
dog, you may have no-
ticed they do the very same 
thing. That full body stretch 
wakes your muscles. Your 
brain may be awake, but 
your muscles have been in-
active and sluggish through 
the night and need a good 
stretch to get going. It loos-
ens and realigns the mus-
cles. More importantly, it 
helps circulation, getting 
the blood flowing after the 
heart spent the night mov-
ing a little slower than it 
does during your wak-
ing hours. Additionally, 
stretching and yawning are 
stress relievers making the 
morning “pandiculating” a 

bit of a booster shot to get 
your day moving.

Besides the instinctive 
stretch in the morning, reg-
ular stretching has real me-
dicinal benefits. It increas-
es our flexibility, our range 
of motion, and improves 
our performance when do-
ing physical activities. For 
those of us who have per-
sistent back pain, it helps 
prevent and heal that dis-
comfort. It also calms our 
mind. Boy, oh boy, do we 
all need that! It gives our 
mind a break. It allows us 
to recharge and refresh the 
blood throughout the body, 
resulting in a calmer and 
more peaceful mindset.

Paramedically speak-
ing, instinctive and regular 
stretching helps our body 
to maintain homeostasis; 
it maintains mobility so 
we may avoid canes and 
wheelchairs, and circulates 
our blood so our heart and 
other body organs perform 
more efficiently. I may 
be sitting at the computer 
putting together today’s 
thoughts, zoned into the 
screen appearing inactive, 
but I’m moving my legs 
and feet, as well as periodi-
cally using a “stretchcord” 
attached to the leg of my 
desk. 

Get the point, Neighbor? 
Keep moving your body 
and brain to lead a more 
healthy life.

Stay well, Hurleyville!!!

sold, or even in the 18th 
century, when giving flow-
ers, sweets, and greeting 
cards that included hearts, 
doves, and winged cupids to 
display romantic love came 
into vogue. 

Certainly not here in Hur-
leyville, where, according 
to local historians, there 
wasn’t a card store, local 
poet, or a sweet shop back 
then. Frankly, certain Hur-
leyvillian’s weren’t even in-
terested in Valentine’s Day 
until the late 1800’s when 
Cadbury’s began to make 
decorated heart-shaped 
boxes of elegant chocolates.  
Why even think of a holiday 
celebrating love without 
that?  

Since then, much has 
gone downhill. An e-card? 
Coupons?  Why didn’t you 
order the box of chocolates 
ahead of time and hand it 
to me on Valentine’s Day- 
afraid you would eat them 
all?  Did you eat them all? 
That’s it-- You don’t really 

LOVE ME!!!
Well, the hamlet of Hur-

leyville is a Hamlet of the 
Heart. People to wave at, 
people who help, kids who 
paint secret art on rocks and 
leave them for people to 
find, people who bring fun 
and invention for everyone 
to experience. People who 
laugh and people who will 
cry with you. How about 
people who wave, walk 
their dogs, and pick up lit-
ter? If this is your first Val-
entine’s Day in Hurleyville, 
find what you love and let 
people know- or find what 
you would love and let peo-
ple know. Experience and 
share, even if you weren’t 
here for all of those earlier 
versions- white hair or bald-
ness doesn’t define you as 
an old appreciator of love- 
and cupcake just could!  

It could define you as 
a person who appreciates 
all of the loving Valentine 
symbols… well…mostly 
chocolates. 



by Win Hadley

LOCH SHEL-
DRAKE—The SUNY 

Sullivan baseball team 
has been hard at work 
preparing for the 2020 
spring season, which will 

get underway with a pair 
of games in Brooklyn on 
Saturday, March 7.

Coach Ryan Snair’s 
Generals open with a 
doubleheader against 
Kingsborough Commu-
nity College. Sullivan 
swept the Wave in a simi-
lar doubleheader to open 
the 2019 season, winning 
11-5 and 7-4. The Gen-
erals, who finished last 
season 21-23, then play 
a single game against 
Monroe College in New 
Rochelle on March 10 be-
fore heading south for an 
eight game trip that starts 
in Baltimore, Maryland 
on March 13 and con-
cludes in Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina on March 
16.

Sullivan does not have 
a scheduled home game 
until April.

by John Conway

LOCH SHELDRAKE—
The SUNY Sullivan Gener-
als wrestling team improved 
its 2019-2020 record to 5-4 
on January 24 with a 36-9 
victory over Bergen Com-
munity College at Paul Ger-
ry Fieldhouse.

The Generals’ Brian Mas-
caro was honored on Sopho-
more Night, and responded 
with a 14-0 technical fall 
victory over the Bulldogs’ 
Alexis Hernandez.

Sullivan closes out its dual 
match season on Wednes-
day, February 5 when it 
travels to Scranton, PA for a 
road contest against a tough 
Lackawanna College team. 
The Generals have never 
beaten Lackawanna, a four-
year school with a long-
standing wrestling program. 
The Falcons won twice last 

season, taking a 42-12 win 
at Paul Gerry Fieldhouse in 
January, 2019 after securing 
a 40-12 win at home in De-
cember.

Coach Anthony Ng’s 
Generals will compete in 
the Region XV Division III 
championships at Nassau 
County Community College 
in Garden City on Saturday, 
February 15 and will be 
hosting this season’s East-
ern District Championships 
in Loch Sheldrake on Sat-

urday, February 22. Qualifi-
ers from the Eastern District 
Championships will travel 
to the NJCAA Tournament 
at the Mid-America Center 
in Council Bluffs, Iowa on 
March 6 and 7. 

Last season, three Gen-
erals qualified for the na-
tional tourney, and then-
sophomore Jhavon Innocent 
became the first Sullivan 
wrestler to earn All-America 
honors with an eighth place 
finish.

Page 6 Hurleyville Sentinel, Hurleyville, N.Y. February 2020

GENERALS OPEN 
BASEBALL SEASON MARCH 7

SULLIVAN WRESTLERS 
TOP BERGEN COUNTY 36-9
Brian Mascaro Honored on Sophomore Night
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– Baseball and softball 
players ages 7 -12 are in-
vited to take part in the 
SUNY Sullivan Winter 
Baseball Camp, sched-
uled for Sunday, Feb-
ruary 16 at Paul Gerry 
Fieldhouse in Loch Shel-
drake.

The cost of the half-day 
program is $35 per per-
son.

Prospective partici-
pants can register right 
up to the day of the clin-
ic, which gets underway 
with check-in at 8:30 
a.m. and ends at noon. 
The camp is under the di-
rection of SUNY Sullivan 
head baseball coach Ryan 
Snair and his staff.

“The coaching staff here 
at Sullivan County Com-
munity College prides it-
self on teaching the game 
of baseball to players of 
all ages and ability lev-
els,” Coach Snair writes 
on the camp’s website. 
“All camps are taught by 
our coaching staff. The 

mechanics and drills that 
are taught at our camps 
are used with our college 
players. We are deter-
mined to provide the best 
possible learning experi-
ence for our campers.”

Topics covered in the 
clinic include hitting me-
chanics, defense, bun-
ting, catching, base run-
ning, proper throwing 
motions, position specific 
footwork, and pitching 
delivery. Each participant 
is advised to bring his or 
her own bat and glove, 
and to wear sneakers, as 
no cleats will be allowed 
in the fieldhouse.

For more information 
on the winter clinic, visit 
http://collegebaseball-
camps.com/scccbase-
ball/.

BASEBALL IN FEBRUARY

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
A 12-game winning streak 
and an overall 17-2 record 
has propelled the Lady 
Generals of SUNY Sullivan 
to a national ranking for the 
first time this season, as 
they stood at number 19 in 
the most recent NJCAA Di-
vision II poll.

Sullivan has racked up a 
number of impressive wins 
this season, including five 
games in which they have 
topped the 100 point mark. 
The Lady Generals record-
ed a massive 50-point vic-
tory over home standing 
Dutchess County Commu-
nity College in Poughkeep-
sie on January 28, winning 
by a 110-60 score.

Freshman guard Infin-
ity Hammonds continues to 
lead the Lady Generals in 
scoring on the year with a 
22.8 points per game aver-
age. Sophomore forward 
Adrienee Graves, who has 
played in just the last six 
games for Sullivan, is next 
at 21.2 ppg. 

In the big win against 
Dutchess, Ms. Hammonds 
hit for 32 points and Ms. 
Graves for 29, while also 
grabbing 19 rebounds.

Sullivan has seven games 
in the month of February, 
including four at home. 
They have a five p.m. con-
test at paul Gerry field-
house on Thursday, Febru-
ary 6, when Rowan College 
of Burlington vcounty (NJ) 
comes calling. 

The NJCAA Women’s 
Division II Region XV 
tournament is set for Febru-
ary 29 and March 1 at a site 
still to be determined.

LADY GENERALS 
ON TWELVE GAME 

WIN STREAK
Stand 17-2 on the Season

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Infinity Hammonds

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Wrestler Brian Mascaro (third from right) was honored at SUNY Sullivan Sophomore Night. Head 
coach Anthon Ng is far right and assistant coach Andrew Martinez is far left.

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
The SUNY Sullivan men’s 
basketball team has con-
tinued its winning ways in 
the new year as well as its 
climb in the national rank-
ings, finishing last week 
at number five among NJ-
CAA Division II teams.

The Generals record for 
the season stood at 16-2 
at press time, following a 
97-68 win over Dutchess 
County Community Col-
lege in Poughkeepsie 
on Tuesday, January 28. 
The Generals won all six 
games they played in the 

month of January not-
withstanding a January 30 
game against Raritan Val-
ley in North Branch, New 
Jersey, the results of which 
were not available at press 
time.

Sullivan is the top ranked 
Division II school in the 
east, as the four schools 
ranked above them all hail 
from the Midwest. The 
Generals have been climb-
ing in the national rankings 
this season, since their first 
appearance at number 14 
back in November. They 
broke into the top ten in 
December with a number 
seven ranking.

In the road win over 
Dutchess, the Generals 
were led by forward Kend-
all Robinson, who pumped 
in 22 points. He also pulled 
down seven rebounds, as 
the Generals enjoyed an 
overwhelming advantage 
on the boards, outrebound-
ing the Falcons 50-34.

Darius Lee contributed 
19 points for Sullivan, 
as six Generals scored in 
double figures in the game. 
Jalen Reneau chipped in 
with 12 points to go with 
nine assists, and Khayri 
Dawson, Josh Galloway, 
and Eddie Sanchez scored 
ten points apiece. Gallo-

way gathered in nine re-
bounds.

Lee is the Generals lead-
ing scorer on the season, 
averaging 18.8 points per 
game over 18 contests. 
Robinson is second on 
the team with an even 16 
points per game.

Sullivan returns to Paul 
Gerry Fieldhouse on 
Thursday, February 6 for a 
seven p.m. contest against 
Rowan College of Burl-
ington County, New Jer-
sey, and follows that with 
a four o’clock home game 
against Monroe College 
of the Bronx on Saturday, 
February 8. The home 

stand concludes with 
a seven p.m. match up 
against Westchester Coun-
ty Community College on 
Tuesday, February 11. 

Road games follow at 
SUNY Orange in Middle-
town on February 13 and 
Essex County College in 
Newark, New Jersey on 
February 15. The Generals 
then host Rockland Coun-
ty Community College on 
February 18. The Division 
II Region XV Tournament 
is scheduled to get under-
way on February 29, and 
concludes the following 
day. PHOTO PROVIDED

Sophomore forward Kendall Robinson led the Generals in scoring in a 97-68 win at Dutchess Coun-
ty Community College.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
SUNY Sullivan baseball coach 
Ryan Snair.

SUNY Sullivan Baseball Camp Set
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