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BASKETBALLFAR BETTER THINGS AHEAD

by John Conway

LOCH SHELDRAKE – The 
COVID-19 pandemic has had 
far reaching impacts through-
out the world, and among those 
experiencing the impact locally 
is SUNY Sullivan. College offi-
cials say they have been forced 
to hike tuition for the fall as a 
result, as well as adjusting plans 
for its annual graduation.

The tuition hike, approved by 
the college’s Board of Trust-
ees last month, will amount to 
about four per cent. SUNY Sul-
livan President Jay Quaintance 
says the increase was necessary 
because of the possibility of a 
loss in state aid due to the pan-
demic, as well as other rising 
costs. Mr. Quaintance says Sul-
livan remains the lowest priced 
college in the region. SUNY Or-
ange had previously announced 
a tuition increase of 3.7 per cent 
for the fall.

SUNY Sullivan graduates will 
not get to attend a traditional 
commencement ceremony this 
year, but the school is hosting a 
virtual event instead.

Sullivan’s 56th commence-
ment will be held online at 1 
p.m. on Saturday, June 20 in or-
der to, in the words of college 
officials, “recognize all of our 
graduates for their hard work, 

dedication and accomplish-
ments.”

The college announcement of 
the online graduation plans read 
in part:

“Due to the COVID-19 Pan-
demic, we are unable to host an 
in-person commencement cere-
mony this year, and so have cre-
ated a Virtual Commencement 
Event to celebrate the Class of 
2020! 

“Please join us at sunysulli-
van.edu/commencement20/ or 
on Facebook for our Facebook 
Watch Party! Invite your friends 
and family!

“Joel Lerner, Trustee Emeri-
tus, will be the principal speak-
er. Sarah Yousef, Winner of the 
2020 Chancellor’s Award for 
Student Excellence will be the 
class speaker. For additional 
questions about Commence-
ment ‘20, please contact Kath-
leen Birkett at kbirkett@suny-
sullivan.edu.”

ALBANY – State Senator 
Jen Metzger (SD-42) has an-
nounced the passage of ma-
jor legislation to help support 
New Yorkers during the cur-
rent COVID-19 pandemic and 
better prepare the state for fu-
ture emergencies. 

The bills sponsored and co-
sponsored by Senator Metzger 
cover a range of statewide 
needs during the state of emer-
gency and beyond, including 
much-needed relief to New 
Yorkers facing COVID-related 
financial hardship, assistance 
to small businesses to operate 
safely, consumer protections 
from rampant price gouging, 
improved emergency pre-
paredness in residential health-
care facilities, and more. Over 
30 bills await the Governor’s 
signature, including Senator 
Metzger’s bill to include au-
dio-only services in the defi-
nition of telemedicine so that 

New Yorkers without broad-
band or video capability have 
affordable access to healthcare 
remotely. 

“We passed a broad range of 
important legislation this week 
to help New Yorkers during 
this critical time, including my 
bill to expand access to tele-
health, which is so desperately 
needed in our rural and under-
served areas,” Senator Metzger 
said. “By making audio-only 
services reimbursable, this 
legislation will greatly expand 
affordable access to telemedi-
cine, reduce barriers to care in 
rural communities, and allow 
individuals to practice social 
distancing to reduce the spread 
of COVID-19.” 

Currently, under public 
health law, telemedicine must 
include both audio and video 
services to be eligible for re-
imbursement by Medicaid and 
the Child Health Insurance 

Plan. Metzger’s bill amends 
the law to authorize audio-only 
provider services as eligible for 
reimbursement so that phone 
calls with medical profession-
als can also be covered to en-
sure widest possible access to 
healthcare services, includ-
ing by those without internet, 
computer or smartphone. The 
NYS School Boards Associa-
tion and NYS Psychological 
Association both advocated 

for passage of the bill, which 
is sponsored in the Assembly 
by Assemblymember Linda B. 
Rosenthal (AD-67). 

“Our work is far from fin-
ished, and I will continue to 
serve Mid-Hudson Valley and 
Catskills communities through 
the course of the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Senator Metzger 
said.

Senator Metzger co-spon-
sored a number of the bills in 
the COVID-19 package, in-
cluding those which would ex-
tend the “Look Back” window 
in the Child Victims Act, pro-
vide financial relief for renters 
and homeowners, provide loan 
support for small businesses, 
advance price-gouging protec-
tion for consumers, increase 
pandemic preparedness for 
Residential Health Care Facili-
ties including nursing homes, 
and protect state aid to public 
schools.
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MONTICELLO – As this 
edition of The Hurleyville 
Sentinel went to press, 
Governor Andrew Cuomo 
appeared to be ready to al-
low New York City to begin 
restarting some activities 
next week, as five other re-
gions of the state moved on 
to Phase II of the reopening 
process. 

New York City is the last 
of the state’s ten regions to 
begin the process, and has 
been largely shuttered since 
late March, a shutdown 
that the New York Times 
estimates has cost nearly 
900,000 jobs. The five re-
gions that have moved on 
to a broader reopening are 
Central New York, North 
Country, Finger Lakes, 
Southern Tier and the Mo-
hawk Valley.

Meanwhile, Sullivan 
County continues to lag be-
hind even the other counties 
in the Mid-Hudson region 

in several categories. The 
Times reported in a May 28 
article that Sullivan “had 
both the highest positive test 
rate and the most new cases 
per capita in the state.”

The Times quoted Sulli-
van County’s Public Health 
Director, Nancy McGraw, 
who said the county’s La-
tino residents were among 
the hardest hit by the virus 
— “both migrant and per-
manent residents, as they 
are a primary work force for 
local food processing, light 
manufacturing and agricul-
tural enterprises.”

As the month of May came 
to a close, the latest statistics 
reported by the county in 
its video Town Hall update 
indicated there were 226 
active cases in the county 
and 791 residents were un-
der quarantine. There were 
1,358 total confirmed cases 
in Sullivan since the begin-
ning of the outbreak, and 30 
deaths. That is more than 
500 more confirmed cases 

than at the end of last month, 
and eight additional deaths. 

On the brighter side, there 

are more than 100 fewer 
active cases in the county 
than reported at the end of 

April. The western side of 
the county and the extreme 
northeastern section has 

fared the best in terms of 
fewest reported cases, while 
the villages of Liberty, Mon-

ticello, and Bloomingburg 
continue to have the most 
active cases.

The hottest topic in the 
county continues to be 
whether or not summer 
camps will be allowed to 
reopen, and even at this late 
date there seems to be no 
clear answer.

In the wake of the ongoing 
COViD-19 precautions, the 
county’s Division of Com-
munity Resources and the 
Sullivan County Child Care 
Council have jointly created 
a survey to help better meet 
the needs of families.

 “While our childcare 
businesses have remained 
essential since New York 
went on PAUSE in March, 
some programs closed due 
to loss of clients (such as 
teachers that are working 
from home) and other rea-
sons. Additionally, some 
– possibly all – children’s 
summer camps will not 
open this year, leaving par-
ents scrambling,” explains 

Child Care Council Execu-
tive Director Donna Willi. 
“Through this survey, we 
want to get an idea of how 
many parents will suffer dif-
ficulties – even not be able 
to work – due to lack of op-
tions.”

“The survey can be filled 
out anonymously by any-
one who needs childcare 
services, be they a parent, 
grandparent, guardian or 
other caregiver,” Communi-
ty Resources Commissioner 
Laura Quigley said. “The 
questions are easy – we 
just want to know what you 
need, when you need it, and 
what challenges you may be 
facing.”

The survey can be found 
at www.surveymonkey.
com/r/QBJ2KFK and will 
be available through June 
21. If you do not have Inter-
net access or would prefer 
to answer the questions over 
the phone, please call the 
Child Care Council at 845-
292-7166.

SUNY SULLIVAN ANNOUNCES
GRADUATION PLANS, TUITION HIKE

SENATOR METZGER LAUDS COVID-19 BILLS
Package Includes Metzger’s Bill to Expand Access to Telehealth

by John Conway

MONTICELLO – Offi-
cials say Sullivan County 
has long been under-
counted in the decennial 
Census, to its own finan-
cial detriment.

And so far the ongoing 
2020 count is no excep-
tion.

According to statistics 
provided by the Census 
Bureau, only 42.5% of the 
households in Sullivan 
County responded to the 
survey questionnaires in 
the 2010 Census, far be-
hind the 64.6% statewide 
and 74% nationwide. The 
town of Fallsburg had the 
lowest response rate of 

the 15 towns in the coun-
ty, at 34.9%, with only 
the village of Woodridge 
at 33% coming in lower.

As of May 22 this year, 
Sullivan County again 
lagged well behind the 
rest of New York and the 
country as a whole. The 
county’s response rate 
stood at just 27.2%, as 
compared with 54.9% for 
the state and 60% for the 
country. Fallsburg again 
had the lowest response 
rate among towns at just 
13.4% and the village of 
Woodridge was lowest 
overall at 10%.

Sullivan currently 
ranks 61 out of 62 New 
York counties in respond-

ing to the census, and is 
in the bottom ten per cent 
of the entire country.

The large number of 
second homeowners in 
the county is usually cit-
ed as the main reason for 
the dismal response, and 
the lack of high speed 
internet in some areas of 
the county doesn’t help. 

Officials point out that 
it is safe and easy to par-
ticipate in the Census, 
and they say it is impor-
tant to be counted for a 
number of reasons. 

The population figures 
resulting from the de-
cennial Census are used 
to determine the number 
of seats each state has in 

the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, to define con-
gressional and state leg-
islative districts, school 
districts and voting pre-
cincts, and to determine 
the annual allocation of 
hundreds of billions of 
dollars in federal fund-
ing.

Medicaid, SNAP, high-
way planning, funding 
for Section 8 Housing, 
special education grants, 
S-CHIP, Title I Grants, 
the National School 
Lunch Program, WIC, 
Head Start, Foster Care, 
and health center pro-
grams are also funded 
proportionately accord-
ing to the Census count.

Officials say the Cen-
sus also provides insight 
to governments, business 
and community planning 
groups for planning pur-
poses.

There are four ways 
to respond to this year’s 
Census: online, by phone; 
by filling out and mailing 
the paper questionnaire, 
and by a personal visit by 
a Census employee, al-
though that last option is 
on hild due to COVID-19 
restrictions. 

There is language sup-
port online, by phone, 
and by mail for 13 lan-
guages that covers 99% 
of the households in the 
country.
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This graph shows the declining number of active cases of COVID-19 in Sullivan County.
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FALLSBURG – Every 
year since 1959, the Falls-
burg Central School Dis-
trict has awarded a schol-
arship to honor student 
musicians for outstanding 
contributions and character, 
both inside and outside the 
classroom. 

Initially, it was called 
the Hertz Award, in honor 
of music teacher and band 

director, Irving Hertz. In 
1983, Band Director Joe 
LaRuffa’s name was added, 
and it became the Hertz-
LaRuffa Scholarship.

This year’s honorees 
are Khadijah Mamburay, 
Xiverliz Rivera Aponte, 
David Parsons, Amanda 
Zeno and Shauna Bellaccio.

The awards are nor-
mally presented at the An-

nual Spring Concert, which 
was cancelled because the 
school was closed for most 
of the Spring Semester. 
Current FHS Band Direc-
tor Danna Clear announced 
this year’s recipients in an 
email to the District this 
past week. Congratulations 
go out to these outstanding 
young people.

FALLSBURG – For the 
first time since the early 
1950s, the Fallsburg Cen-
tral School District had to 
cancel its Annual Samuel 
Beytin Community Schol-
arship Fund Awards cer-
emony, this year because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The Blossom Cohen Dinner 
created incredible memo-
ries for students and staff 
for 68 consecutive years. 

Guidance Counselor Joe 

Levner announced Samuel 
Beytin Community Schol-
arship Award recipients in 
an email to the District on 
May 13. The recipients are 
Kimberly Mahler, Faith 
Colombo, Tulsi Patel, Nay-
eli Chacon and Sadia Abo-
hussien.

The Edward Bryan Me-
morial Scholarship went to 
Angelica Rodriguez Tellez.  
Cindy Granados earned the 
Milton Brizel Memorial 

Scholarship and the Candy 
Gold Memorial Scholar-
ship. The Esther Mintz 
Flanagan Scholarship and 
Nancy Solomon Memorial 
Scholarship were awarded 
to Ethan Mednick.

The FCSD congratulates 
these outstanding students 
for their scholastic achieve-
ments and service to the 
community. They make 
their families and their 
school very proud.
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Q. June 20 is Father’s Day…a day to honor fathers and to cel-
ebrate fatherhood.  Why is your daddy the world’s best dad? 
(Asked at a social distance)

He’s a great cook and plays 
Uno with us!

I would say he’s the best 
because I love him so much 
and I’m never going to let 
him go out of my life. I love 
when we go fishing and we 
are making a huge garden 
together.

He fixes things I can’t fix 
and he gave me my very 
own parade on my birthday 
with all the fire trucks.

Daddy makes me eggs.

HAYDEN GIBSON

ARIEL PAYNE

SCARLETT PAYNE

Alli
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First
The barrels are planted!  

There are flowers in the 
planters at the “Hurleyville” 
signs and the firehouse!

The planters and barrels 
will need to be weeded and 
watered regularly. Please let 
one of the members of Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First know 
if you can help.  You can send 
an email…izzysaunt@ve-
rizon.net. You can phone…
MaryAnn (845-798-5418), 
Denise (845-807-7797) or 
Kathleen (845-707-9810).

Learn more about Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First at 
www.hurleyvilleny.com or 
on Facebook.

Hurleyville United Meth-
odist Church

The Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church is closed 
for the time being. 

The volunteers at the 
Bread of Life Food Pantry 
want to thank the commu-
nity for their extraordinary 
support during the pan-
demic. Their generosity and 
kindness has enabled the 
volunteers to provide more 
food to more families. Pre-
made boxes of food will 
continue to be distributed to 
folks in need. Dates will be 
announced on the church’s 
Facebook page and on the 
sign outside the church.

In a show of appreciation 
for their dedication and ex-
ceptional service to our com-
munity, the volunteers at the 
food pantry provided lunch 
from Frankie and Johnny’s 
Presents Nardi’s for twenty-
five members of the staff at 
MobileMedic EMS.

Pastor Jorge is delivering 
sermons online on Face-
book at 11 a.m. on Sundays.  

You can pray with oth-
ers over the phone on the 
church’s prayer line on Sun-
days from 7 to 8 p.m. All 
are invited to join the Bible 
study group on the church’s 
prayer line on Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. The prayer line 
phone number is 605-472-
5491 and the access code is 
251678. 

 “MESSY CHURCH” and 
the women’s group meet-
ings are cancelled for now.

Please call Katrina at 845-

436-7942 for more informa-
tion on programs and events 
at the church. You can also 
get updates from the church 
on its page on Facebook.

Sullivan County Histori-
cal Society and Museum
The Sullivan County Mu-

seum is closed.
All research requests have 

been placed on hold.
Two long time members 

and supporters of the Sulli-
van County Historical Soci-
ety passed away in the last 
few months. William Burns 
served on the society’s 
Board of Directors for many 
years as both an officer and 
a director. Bill managed ar-
chival material and worked 
on day-to-day operations at 
the museum. Bernard Cohen 
also served on the society’s 
Board of Director as an of-
ficer and a director. He was 
instrumental in the reprint-
ing of books devoted to the 
history of Sullivan County. 
Bernard was a member of a 
group that planned to estab-
lish a Hall of Fame for en-
tertainers who performed in 
Sullivan County.

Photos of the BOCES Ele-
mentary Student Art display 
have been posted on the Sul-
livan County Historical So-
ciety’s page on Facebook..

Go to www.scnyhistory.
org for more information on 
the Sullivan County Histori-
cal Society and the Sullivan 
County Museum.  You can 
also visit the Sullivan Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
Museum on Facebook.

Please email Suzanne Ce-
cil at scecil@hvc.rr.com if 

you have any questions.

Columbia Hill 
Neighborhood Alliance 

(CHNA)
The members of Colum-

bia Hill Neighborhood Alli-
ance hope that the Town of 
Thompson Planning Board 
addresses the numerous 
questions about the accura-
cy and completeness of the 
latest Full Environmental 
Assessment form submitted 
to the town on January 29, 
2020 by the developer of 
Gan Eden Estates.

The board accepted the 
sketch plan of the project 
presented by the developer, 
passed a resolution to be-
come the lead agency of the 
project for environmental 
reviews and made a Type 
1 action SEQRA positive 
declaration at its meeting on 
April 22, 2020.

More reviews, permits 
and approvals are required 
from the Town of Thomp-
son, Sullivan County, the 
Delaware River Basin Com-
mission, the New York State 
Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation and the 
New York State Department 
of Health.

The developer must 
schedule a new site plan 
review with the Town of 
Thompson Planning board, 
submit a scoping document 
and plan a public informa-
tion session. 

Visit Columbia Hill 
Neighborhood Alliance at 
www.columbiahill.org or 
on Facebook to learn how 
you can help to protect your 
community.

Fallsburg High School Announces 
Hertz-LaRuffa Awards

FCSD Announces Annual 
Community Scholarship Awards

This past month was ac-
tually quite eventful, con-
sidering.

I now have splashes of 
colorful flowers and the 
herbs I use most in cook-
ing in pots on my porch so 
I can kill them properly.

A friend made two cloth 
masks for me, I crocheted 
one and I received another 
two from a friend who had 
received some from the 
Sullivan County Health 
Department. Fun fact:  The 
ones from the Health De-
partment stretched out after 
one hand washing. These 
are the same ones being 
handed out to those mask-
less joggers and walkers on 
our RailTrail and they are 
perfect for that.

Another friend gifted the 
coolest neon green gloves.

My printer alerted me to 
‘low toner’ then stopped 
printing. Getting a new 
cartridge fast was a major 
challenge. This was some-
thing I never considered 
during preparations for a 
lengthy in-house stay.

This working from home 
has a lot of pros but the 
biggest headache is the 
barrage of phone calls and 
texts 24/7 from work and 
friends because everyone 
knows where you are.

A couple and a woman, all 
with children, have forced 
their way into the closed 
and locked playground ad-
jacent to the RailTrail.

And perhaps the most in-
teresting was displeasing 
three separate persons on 
Sunday of Memorial Day 
Weekend, who showed 
their displeasure with hand 
gestures, in a seven mile 
stretch of road.  My egre-
gious faux pas? Wearing 
my mask while driving. 
Never mind that I had just 
stopped at a place with 
mask-less people which 
made me nervous about 

what may be on the outside 
of the mask. Never mind 
that that mask ties, no ear 
loops.

Continuing with the series 
of musicians “In Pause,” 
perhaps the most poignant 
response I received was 
from Hurleyville resident 
James Riley (known gen-
erally as just ‘Riley’ and 
shown in the accompanying 
photo with Steve Schwartz 
of STEVE’S MUSIC in 
Rock Hill.  Although most 
know him as the bassist for 
LION ZEN, as well as with 
former Sullivan County 
resident CATHY PATY, his 
talents span a great many 
instruments

RILEY
“Sore throat and cough. 

Difficulty breathing. Run-
ny nose and sneezing. The 
fevers would come and 
go. This was mid-March. 
I tested negative for strep, 
flu and COVID-19, but the 
doctor said he could not 
guarantee I didn’t receive 
a false negative, so we pro-
ceeded as if I had corona-
virus. Thus, began my self-
isolation.

Luckily, my work as a 
commercial graphic artist 
and photographer allows 
me to work from home be-
tween the fevers, weakness, 
and dizziness. This is when 
I retreat to my room and the 
comfort of my bed where 

my Epiphone Riviera P93 
awaits; a wine-red semi-
hollow electric guitar with 
gold hardware including a 
Bigsby tuned to D standard. 
This is good medicine.

Before Coronavirus hit – 
or whatever it is that I have 
- work had been underway 
on an Elvis show some 
guys and I were putting to-
gether. We were hoping to 
debut this season. Doing an 
Elvis show is a bucket list 
thing for me. Elvis is my 
hero. I discovered when I 
sing with a natural, relaxed 
voice that I sound some-
thing like the King. So, 
I’ve been working on it and 
it’s working out. Until Co-
vid-19 hit.

I first felt my symptoms 
while at “Elvis” rehearsal. 
Scratchy throat then down-
hill from there. Here we 
are, a month later and even 
though my throat is no lon-
ger sore, it’s still a hassle to 
get a good breath let alone 
belt “One Night” or “Try-
ing to Get to You”. But I 
am trying. Meanwhile I’m-
a-strummin’-and-a-hum-
min’ Elvis tunes on my red 
guitar. I feel better already. 
See you on the other side.”

He’s holding his own. 
This could be any one of 
us.

Stay well, stay strong.
Until next time…..

Alli
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”

THE HURLEYVILLE
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Hurleyville, NY 12747
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Editor-in-Chief ………………………………………………… John Conway

Sports Editor ……………………………………………..... Angelee Santillo

Photo Editor …………………………………………………... J. James Wall

Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Musicians James Riley (left) and Steve Schwartz

by Kathleen Sullivan

HARPER ALLEES
PHOTO PROVIDED

Hurleyville-Sullivan First volunteers have planted flowers, 
but additional volunteers are needed to help with weeding 
and watering this summer.

LEVI ALLEES
He helps us build puzzles and 
he loves us!



by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – “This 
is a story about something 
that happened long ago 
when your grandfather was 
a child.”

Elaine Corrington is read-
ing aloud from “The Magi-
cian’s Nephew,” the first 
book in the classic Nar-
nia fantasy series by C.S. 
Lewis. She is sitting in the 
middle of the green screen 
in the Digital Media Lab 
at THINC, the Technology 
Hub and Incubator at The 
Center for Discovery in 
Hurleyville. Bright studio 
lights shine on Elaine’s sil-
very hair as a video camera 
records her 30-minute ses-
sion, which will be edited 
by adding pictures and tran-
sitions of turning pages.

She has a warm and calm-

ing voice, the kind of voice 
everyone needs to hear in 
stressful times. She pre-
pares each chapter, making 
notes in the margins and 
highlighting lines where she 
will add theatrical effects. 
Dramatizing the reading of 
a book helps children and 
adults follow the emotion 
of the story, even if they 
don’t comprehend the vo-
cabulary. Ms. Corrington 
believes that for some, the 
experience is like landing in 
a foreign country and hear-
ing conversations in another 
language - most anyone can 
feel the emotion in a dia-
logue, so she makes sure to 
infuse her reading with lots 
of emotion. 

Reading stories in The 
Center’s houses during off-
work hours has been one 
of Ms. Corrington’s regular 

activities for years, when 
she isn’t working as Spe-
cial Events Coordinator 
at TCFD. Sometimes she 
would play ukulele and sing 
for them. She is a familiar 
and comforting figure for 
many residents, and record-
ing stories is a new way for 
them to see her, and a new 
way to provide the continu-
ity of their regular weekly 
visits. 

Julie Palmer, Project Co-
ordinator at THINC, turns 
on the camera and leaves 
the room. The readers know 
that if they make a mistake, 
they can simply re-read a 
line and Ms. Palmer will 
work her post-production 
magic to keep a story flow-
ing.

Besides editing mistakes, 
of which there are few, Ms. 
Palmer listens to each video 

story over and over, starting 
and stopping to insert pic-
tures, creating meaning and 
context to complement the 
spoken words. For the Nar-
nia book, she adds a scary 
attic, London row houses, 
and a field of daffodils. She 
finds photos from the book 
being read or uses stock 
photos to assist the story. 
Once the reading sessions 
are completed, she uploads 
them to the TCFD network 
and to Vimeo, where any-
one can access the stories. 

Jim Cashen, Chief of the 
Integrated Arts Department 
at TCFD, also reads stories 
to groups of residents. Be-
fore or after a meal, often 
an entire house of children 
and staff will gather to listen 
to a story reading, a calm-
ing scheduled activity that 
is especially engaging for 

the visually impaired. Mr. 
Cashen prefers shorter chil-
dren’s books, kids’ poetry, 
and themes for stories – like 
the seasons, or Women’s 
History Month. His years 
as a reading teacher in Ver-
mont trained him to find 
kids’ stories that match cur-
rent events. And recording 
his story reading is part of 
a natural progression as 
TCFD staff members find 
new ways to create healthy 
activities for the fragile au-
dience that they care for.

During long weeks of 
staying in houses without 
going to school or hav-
ing family visits due to the 
coronavirus, some kids may 
develop elevated anxiety, in 
addition to the complex con-
ditions that brought them 
to TCFD. So, Mr. Cashen 
found the book, “Ruby 

Finds a Worry” by Tom Per-
cival. The perceptive and 
touching story is the per-
fect springboard for talking 
to children about emotions 
and managing feelings. And 
what Ruby finds out in the 
book is simple and reassur-
ing - if you talk about your 
worry, it gets smaller. 

At the THINC Lab, be-
sides the many lessons, sto-
ries, songs and dance class-
es that are being recorded 
and edited, the production 
of PPE continues. As of 
press time, over 1300 face 
shields have been created 
and distributed to medical 
and direct care workers. 
The sewing of orange fabric 
surgical masks still happens 
daily, and 3300 have been 
assembled. They are avail-
able for all TCFD staff and 
their families.
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Grants for Your Community
Sullivan Renaissance Beautification Grants Available

DOCTOR SAYS: YOU CAN THRIVE 
IN TIMES OF TURMOIL

New Book Describes How
LIBERTY – Sullivan Re-

naissance is pleased to an-
nounce a second round of 
grants for volunteer groups 
who want to enhance their 
communities. A limited num-
ber of grants to implement 
new beautification projects; 
or to reclaim and refurbish 
previous projects, are being 
offered on a rolling deadline 
as funds are available. As 
with this seasons’ first round 
of grants, these projects are 
not part of judging or awards.

In addition to the grants, 
Sullivan Renaissance will 
offer assistance with garden 
design and recruiting vol-
unteers. This season, a Re-
naissance field team of staff, 
interns and volunteers will 
be available to support com-
munity efforts and assist with 
projects.

“Sullivan Renaissance 
began 20 years ago with a 
mission to enhance the ap-
pearance of Sullivan County 
while building a sense of 
pride and community spirit. 
This year seems the perfect 
time to come back to the 
garden and fulfill our core 
mission and purpose,” said 
Sandra Gerry, Founder and 
Chair.  

For the past two decades, 
thousands of dedicated vol-
unteers have created visions 
for their community and 
toiled to realize those visions.

“In many cases it has been 
the resiliency of this grass-
roots effort that resulted in 
beautiful public spaces and 
recovered forgotten places,” 
Ms. Gerry said.

“Sullivan Renaissance is 
built on volunteerism. As 
we consider life after CO-
VID-19 we want to offer 
something tangible, to en-

gage and support our com-
munity volunteers,” said De-
nise Frangipane, Executive 
Director. “Gardening is the 
perfect stretch after this long 
hibernation.”

For more information or to 
receive a grant application, 
send your request to info@
sullivanrenaissance.org. In-
clude your name, project lo-
cation, whether it was a past 
Renaissance project, and the 
best way to reach you.

Sullivan Renaissance is a 
beautification and communi-
ty development initiative of 
the Gerry Foundation. Learn 
more at SullivanRenais-
sance.org or Facebook.com/
SullivanRenaissance.

WOODBOURNE – You do 
not have to just survive living in 
a divided country with its end-
less political battles, prejudices, 
and fake news — you can thrive. 
So says psychiatrist and ac-
claimed local author, Dr. Rich-
ard Gillett, in his just published 
book: “IT’S A FREAKIN’ 
MESS: How to Survive Thrive 
in Divisive Times.”

According to another local au-
thor, Kenny Werner from South 
Fallsburg, who wrote “Effortless 
Mastery” (140,000 copies sold), 
“Dr. Gillett deals with the most 
pressing issue in our so-called 
civilized society — us versus 
them. And refreshingly, he pro-
vides realistic solutions on how 
to be happy and effective when 
everything is a freakin’ mess 
around us. Bravo.”

Right now there is another 
freakin’ mess that is more imme-
diately daunting, the COVID-19 
pandemic. Yet even this huge 
world event has been massively 
affected (in terms of numbers of 
infections and deaths in different 
countries) by whether govern-
ment reaction has been united or 

divided. In several countries, the 
initial denial of the seriousness 
of the epidemic—through put-
ting political bias above over-
whelming factual evidence—
has cost us crucial time, which 
has resulted in the unnecessary 
deaths of tens of thousands of 
people. Dr. Gillett’s book—with 
some jaw-dropping research—
shows how partisan thinking in 
society and politics diminishes 
our ability to make intelligent 
responses, and this can cost hu-
man lives. 

The purpose of the book, Dr. 
Gillett writes, is to provide “sim-
ple, practical ways you can:

READING STORIES
THINC Brings New Technology to Story Reading

PHOTO PROVIDED
Elaine Corrington is videotaped reading a children’s story in 
front of the “green screen” at THINC.

by Jonathan Shimkin

Notes from Quarantine:
Quarantine is like shel-

tering-in-place squared, a 
more stringent internment. 
It creates a shift in the scale 
of things: the very large 
(i.e., the world) contracts; 
small things expand. Early 
one morning I “go for a 
walk,” which means that I 
step onto – and most cer-
tainly not beyond – the 
front porch. The sun has 
come up strong and the 
world is warm. I stand out-
side for half-an-hour lis-
tening to birdsong. I can’t 
name them all: there are 
blue jays and sparrows, a 
hoot owl and the persistent 
percussion of woodpeck-
ers. The whole chorus is 
wonderfully composed, 
all call-and-response and 
intricate counterpoint. I 
stand stock still and lis-
ten, absorbed in a state of 
heightened attentiveness. 
The porch seems to have 
expanded, sympatheti-
cally, to include more of 
the natural world within 
its compass, and my con-
finement is enlarged by the 
sound of the birds.

*****
Quarantine is, among 

other things, boring. It 
makes me think of John 
Berryman’s poem: “My 
mother told me as a boy / 
(repeatingly) ‘Ever to con-
fess you’re bored / means 
you have no / Inner Re-
sources.’ I conclude now 
I have no / inner resourc-
es, because I am heavy 
bored.” 

One response to bore-
dom is to find more things 
to do; another is to find 
less. In the monastic tradi-
tion of the Desert Fathers, 
doing more, filling up the 
time, was considered a 
form of distraction, when 
the point was to experi-
ence an emptying out, or 
askesis – the goal of ascet-
ic practice. “Go, sit in your 
cell, and your cell will 
teach you everything”: a 
stern maxim from Abba 
Moses (fourth century 
AD). It was a point of mo-
nastic seclusion to become 
adept at relying on one’s 

inner resources – an ardu-
ous task, though no hedge 
against boredom. The mo-
nastic’s cell was a place to 
remain still and open to di-
vine promptings. 

Conceiving of one’s 
place of quarantine as such 
a cell, and one’s time there 
as a type of retreat, is one 
way to reframe and en-
liven it – though there are 
many sorts of cells, car-
ceral as well as monastic. 
Berryman, as a poet, was 
intimately familiar with 
his own custom-made cell: 
the confines of his imagi-
nation, bordered by the 
four sides of a blank sheet 
of paper. He sought his 
promptings there, with a 
discipline akin to the spiri-
tual athletics of the Desert 
Fathers.  If he found bore-
dom in his cell, he con-
fessed it and made creative 
use of the experience. 

****
Quarantine is, among 

other things, peaceable. It 
certainly has its moments 
of contentment, moments 
of surprising stillness (lis-
tening to birdsong on the 
front porch), moments of 
consolatory domesticity. 
One cooks; cleans; takes 
on long-deferred house-
hold tasks, such as the 
sorting of accumulations 
of odd stuff into “discard” 
and “keep” piles.  Such sat-
isfying moments are punc-
tuated by spasms of anxi-
ety: How long is this going 
to go on?  And where are 
the damn test results?

By the time the results 
arrive (negative!), the 
symptoms have already 
abated. I rejoin the rest of 
the world in that modified 
form of quarantine called 
“sheltering in place” and 
“social distancing” and 
experience much the same 
range of feelings as I had 
in quarantine, and ask 
many of the same ques-
tions:  And how much lon-
ger will this go on?  

Post-quarantine, I con-
tinue to mine my inner 
resources. The pandemic 
is making monastics of us 
all.

Out Divine Corners Way

PHOTO PROVIDED

• Regain your peace of 
mind—even in the face of 
distrust and anger.
• Transcend prejudices. 
• Mend broken bridges with 
friends or family.
• Turn frustration at divisive 
politics into personal and so-
cial effectiveness.”
“Yes, it’s a Freakin Mess out 

there,” Dr. Gillett says, “but we 
don’t need to be. And when we 
are not, we are not only happier; 
we also have a better chance of 
being effective in changing our 
society for the better.”

Author, physician, psychia-
trist, and keynote speaker, Rich-
ard Gillett received his medical 
degree from Cambridge Univer-
sity, England, and is a member 
of the Royal College of Psychia-
trists. During the last 35 years, 
Dr. Gillett has led hundreds of 
workshops and trainings for 
teachers and organizations in 
the US, Europe, and Asia. He 
is the author of professional ar-
ticles and two previous books: 
“Overcoming Depression” 
(Penguin, sold in 9 countries and 
7 languages) and “Change Your 
Mind, Change Your World” (Si-
mon and Schuster). He current-
ly lives in Woodbourne with his 
wife, not far from their two sons 
and their families.

You can get Dr. Gillett’s 
new book through his website 
doctorgillett.com or directly 
through Amazon.

DRAMATIC WORKSHOP 
CASTING CALL

Virtual Performance Scheduled
SOUTH FALLSBURG 

– The Sullivan County 
Dramatic Workshop and 
director Harold Tighe 
have announced that au-
ditions for a virtual per-
formance of local play-
wright Peter Nastase’s 
play “Locked Away.” 

The coach of a high 
school state champion-
ship team is being hon-
ored on the anniversary 
of their championship. 
Several of the key play-
ers are reminiscing 
about the “good” old 
days when one of them 
brings up the elephant in 
the room - child abuse 
by the coach of sev-
eral teammates and the 
dire consequences of 
that abuse. What should 
they do and is the anni-
versary dinner the right 
time and place to bring 
up memories that have 
been locked away for so 

many years?
The cast consists of 

four men. All actors 
must be able to play late 
sixties to late eighties 
in age. Auditions will 
be via video call. All 
rehearsals and perfor-
mances will be through 
Zoom or similar. Perfor-
mance dates are antici-
pated to be late June or 
early July and will be de-
termined shortly. Those 
interested in auditioning 
should email the direc-
tor at haroldtighe50@
gmail.com no later than 
June 6. Mr. Tighe will 
send those auditioning 
a page to review and a 
video call will be ar-
ranged between 5 and 9 
p.m. Rehearsals will be 
scheduled when the full 
cast is determined and at 
the convenience of the 
cast.



Page 4 Hurleyville Sentinel, Hurleyville, N.Y. June 2020PAGE 4 HURLEYVILLE SENTINEL, HURLEYVILLE, N.Y. DECEMBER 2016

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those that do. We even 
supply all of the gear and 
provide all of the training 
needed, for free. Stop by 
any Monday night and find 
out how you can help.

Not much has changed 
since last month. Our fire-
house is still closed down 
for meetings, events and to 
the public. We are respond-
ing to all calls as we always 
do.

Some firehouses have 
been using video confer-
encing to hold meetings 
and training. A couple of 
insurance companies have 
canned some lessons for 
fire departments to use 
with video conferencing.

Once a week the Sul-
livan County Bureau of 
Fire has a video conference 
on Zoom with all of the 
County Fire Chiefs. They 
are brought up to date on 
what is going on with train-
ing, physicals that need to 
be taken, fit tests that need 
to be done, points needed 
for insurance plans, and 
other tasks that we all took 
for granted. With the nice 
weather, some departments 
are getting some training 
outside where it is easier to 
maintain social distancing.

I have been on a number 
of zoom conference calls. 
It is good to see some of the 
faces of people you have 
not seen in months. Zoom 
can keep us in touch but 
there is nothing like having 
a meeting in a firehouse. At 
most of the county-wide 
association meetings the 

June 21, 1916

POST OFFICE 
ENLIGHTENED

The post office is now 
equipped with electric lights 
which makes a great improve-
ment.

June 28, 1916

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Jos. Brenner & Son have 

broken ground for a new 
building and we understand 
they contemplate putting in a 
mill with electric power.

The stone road between 
Hurleyville and Loch Shel-
drake had been repaired and 
mow the town road machinery 
goes to Mountaindale.

A LONG DAY’S 
JOURNEY

John Knapp came down 
from the Columbia Monday 
in his car and boarded the 
nine o’clock train for Lib-
erty telling those here he 
would be back on the 10:17 
in time to take them to the 
house. Well, he came on the 
10:17 all right and when it 
went through here about 50 
miles an hour he sung out 
the window, “I’ll be back 
on No. 1.” Well, No. 1 now 
goes through faster than that, 
but that wasn’t the worst of 
it – the train he was on nev-
er stopped until it reached 
Middletown, so he had quite 
some excursion, reaching 
home on the 7:43 that eve-
ning.

June 11, 1937

ROSS ADMITS MURDER 
GUILT, HALTS TRIAL

Mischa Ross, formerly of 
Sullivan County, pleaded 
guilty Monday to second de-
gree murder in connection 
with the death of Tania Lubo-
va, night club violinist, killed 
with a hammer in a Times 
Square studio April eigh-
teenth. He will be sentenced 
June twenty-first.

The thirty-one-year old 
Broadway booking agent, 
who kept a Sunday afternoon 
tryst with the twenty-four-
year old violinist and beat her 
to death when she resisted his 

advances, faces a sentence of 
twenty years to life.

Ross had been arrested at 
the Mountaindale home of his 
estranged wife the day after 
the murder. 

LOCAL GIRLS 
WIN PRIZE

The Hurleyville Girls Sex-
tette, reduced to a quintet by 
the illness of their soprano, 
Mollie Wood, on Sunday 
night was awarded second 
prize in the fourth annual Sul-
livan County Amateur Contest 
held at the Young’s Gap Hotel 
in Parksville.

A large group of perform-
ers competed for honors be-
fore an audience of nearly 
five hundred people. The 
Young Folk’s League of Sul-
livan County sponsored the 
show, which was followed by 
a dance.

David Leider of Monticello, 
a singer, was awarded first 
prize; the Hurleyville girls 
second; and Edward Hones, 
Roscoe cornet player, was 
third. Prizes were $10, $5, and 
$3.

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

host fire department serves 
a meal before the meet-
ing. The social networking 
of what is going on in the 
various firehouses is just 
as valuable as the meeting 
itself. You don’t get that so-
cialization on a video con-
ference.

The Burn Ban expired on 
May 14, and the woods and 
fields really greened up. 
So what happens? In the 
span of four days we had 
three major brush fires in-
volving multiple fire com-
panies. Around the same 
time frame there were also 
a number of structure fires, 
again involving multiple 
departments. The overall 
call volume county-wide 
is down, but we are still re-
sponding to incidents that 
involve multiple compa-
nies. Once the weather fi-
nally warmed up there were 
a number of calls for lost 

hikers. Fortunately, most 
lost hikers had a phone and 
we were able to get GPS 
coordinates and they were 
found in a timely manner.

Now that the weather is 
nice, you should expect 
some severe thunderstorms 
that will pop up with little 
or no warning, or will be 
predicted hours in advance. 
Are you ready? Now is the 
time to once again check 
your flashlight, battery 
powered radio etc. With 
the restrictions because 
of the pandemic, do you 
have enough medication if 
we lose power and/or can-
not travel for a few days? 
Now is the time to check on 
these items while it is nice 
out, not as the storm ap-
proaches or as it is hitting. I 
know there are many differ-
ent alert systems for your 
phone out there to alert 
you to oncoming storms 

and or severe weather. NY-
ALERT is a great one, and 
you can download it for 
free at alert,ny,gov

Now to the 2020Census: 
Sullivan County is ranked 
61 out of 62 counties in re-
porting. The Census count 
was just starting when the 
pandemic hit. Door-to-door 
Census takers were just 
starting and had to stop. I 
am not sure what happened 
to the mailers. My wife 
and I didn’t get anything 
in the mail or a packet on 
our doorknob. I did see a 
few packets on doorknobs 
on Main Street, Hurleyville 
early on. It only takes a 
couple of minutes to com-
plete the 2020Census.

You can go online 
www.2020census.gov or 
you can call (844) 330-
2020.

We need to be counted!

FALLSBURG’S EVANS NAMED 
MONTICELLO SUPERINTENDENT

Sullivan County Non-Profit and Service 
Clubs Partner with School Districts

MONTICELLO – At its 
May 19 meeting, the Mon-
ticello Board of Education 
appointed Matthew Evans, 
EdD, as the district’s next 
superintendent of schools, 
effective July 1.  

Dr. Evans brings a diverse 
array of experience as an edu-
cator in locations as far away 
as Egypt and as nearby as 
Fallsburg. He holds a Doctor 
of Education in Education-
al Leadership, Administra-
tion and Policy from Ford-
ham University, a Certificate 
of Advanced Study in Edu-
cational Administration 

from S.U.N.Y. New Paltz, 
a Master of Arts in Teaching 
from the Teachers College 
of Columbia University and 

a Bachelor of Arts in history 
from Hofstra University. He 
has served in the Fallsburg 
Central School District since 
2001 as a teacher, principal 
and most recently, as assis-
tant superintendent. Prior to 
Fallsburg, he taught in Eldred 
and the Heliopolis Ameri-
can International School in 
Cairo, Egypt. He has been 
a resident of the Monticello 
Central School District for 
nearly two decades.  

The Board hired Dr. Evans 
after a comprehensive search 
and interview process guided 
by the Western New York 
Educational Service Council 
(WNYESC) and influenced 
by input from community 
and stakeholder groups. 

“Throughout the interview 
process, the Board was con-
tinually impressed with Dr. 
Evans’ vision for the future 
of the Monticello Central 
School District, as well as his 
detailed knowledge of our 
community,” Board Presi-
dent Lori Orestano-James 
said. “We believe that the 

combination of his exper-
tise in education on a mul-
titude of levels and his col-
laborative approach makes 
him an effective leader who 
will propel this district for-
ward on the path to reaching 
our goals.” 

Dr. Evans will assume his 
new role on July 1, and has 
entered into a three-year con-
tract with the district.  Ms. 
Orestano-James profusely 
thanked Dr. William Silver 
for his service to the district 
over the past eight months 
as interim superintendent 
of schools while the district 
searched for its next leader. 

“I am humbled and hon-
ored to be appointed to 
lead the Monticello Central 
School District as its next Su-
perintendent of Schools,” Dr. 
Evans said. “I am especially 
looking forward to working 
with the Board of Education, 
staff members, parents, com-
munity members, and stu-
dents as we venture together 
through these unconvention-
al times. 

“While this current crisis 
has raised legitimate con-
cerns about equity, relation-
ships, and public funding, 
we will go much further 
in overcoming these chal-
lenges together—through 
dialogue—than if we try to 
tackle them as individuals 
or isolated groups.  I believe 
this community has the tal-
ent, will, and ideas necessary 
to adjust to this evolving sit-
uation, and advocate for our 
single, greatest resource: our 
children.”

FALLSBURG – Dur-
ing the mid-afternoon on 
May 22, four volunteer staff 
members from Fallsburg 
Central School District were 
busy assembling 33 boxes 
with a total of 174 meals in 
the cafeteria at Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary School. 
In less than an hour, under 
the direction of Dr. Aleta 
Lymon, FCSD Family & 
Community Engagement 
Director, Leah Exner, Elisa 
Baum and Kristen Meyer 
would be in their cars de-
livering the boxed meals to 
thirty-one needy families in 
the Town of Fallsburg.

The scene was being du-
plicated in the Liberty and 
Monticello School Districts. 
All of this was through the 
effort of Single Bite, a non-
profit founded by Kirsten 
and Sims Foster of Foster 
Supply Hospitality in Liv-
ingston Manor. Among 

their goals were to create a 
small moment for children 
and young adults where the 
memory of the flavor and 
the experience has the po-
tential to quietly change the 
trajectory in life of those 
who participate.

The assembling and de-
livery of the meals of gar-
den salad, penne Bolog-
nese, roasted vegetables 
and chocolate chip cookies 
created by Chef Baco & the 
Piccolo Paese Team and pro-
vided by Single Bite, came 

from volunteers at the three 
school districts through Op-
eration Feed. The sponsors 
of this part of the project 
are Liberty Rotary Club, 
Rotary Club of Monticello 
and Fallsburg Lions Club. 
Included in each dinner box 
for this delivery only was 
a $50 ShopRite Gift Card 
provided by a generous and 
anonymous donor.

The program continued 
in Fallsburg and the other 
communities on May 29, 
and another day after that. 
Additional volunteers from 
Fallsburg are Christine Jus-
tiniano, Dawne Adams. Ve-
ronica Serrano, and Colleen 
Keaveney.

Those wishing to donate 
to this wonderful program 
during the challenging time 
of COVID-19, are advised 
to contact Audrey Garro at 
audrey@asinglebite.org or 
(845)-482-1030.

PHOTO PROVIDED
New Monticello Central 
School District Superinten-
dent Matthew Evans, EdD.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Operation Feed volunteers (left to right) FCSD Staff Elisa 
Baum. Family & Community Engagement Director Dr. Aleta 
Lymon, Leah Exner and Kristen Meyer.

BETROTHED COUPLE 
FETED BY FRIENDS

Miss Sarah Hillman and 
Herbert Billowitz, both of 
Hurleyville, who plan to be 
married next Saturday, June 
19, were honored by their 
friends on Wednesday eve-
ning when Miss Hillman was 
tendered a surprise shower 
at the Shady Nook Country 
Club and Mr. Billowitz was 
given a stag party in his hon-
or at the Morningside Hotel.

About sixty attended the 
shower; about fifty attended 
the stag party.

June 18, 1937

NEWS AND 
PERSONAL NOTES

Mrs. George Lounsbury 
has returned to her home here 
after spending the past four 
weeks in the Robert packer 
Hospital at Sayre, PA, where 
she submitted to a serious op-
eration. Her present condition 
is said to be favorable.

Max Tennanbaum has 
opened a grocery and appe-

tizer shop in the Kurland store 
for the summer months.

Miss Marjorie Prince has 
returned to Hurleyville for the 
summer where she plans to 
conduct a beauty shop at one 
of the local hotels.

FEDUN – BAGAILUK
Miss Sophie Bagailuk and 

Harry Fedun, both of Hur-
leyville, were united in mar-
riage in a beautiful wedding 
ceremony performed at the 
Thompsonville Ukrainian 
Church on Sunday, June 13 
at noon. The ceremony was 
performed by Reverend 
Theo. Yaworsky in the pres-
ence of nearly 200 friends 
and relatives.

A reception was held at the 
Garden House in Hurleville. 
The newlyweds are spend-
ing a honeymoon at Niagara 
Falls.

June 25, 1937

STUDENTS GRADUATED 
FROM LOCAL SCHOOL 
WITH HIGH HONORS

Thirteen graduates of the 
Hurleyville High School re-
ceived diplomas at the Com-
mencement exercises held 
at the school auditorium on 
Saturday evening while on 
the previous evening fifteen 
diplomas were distributed to 
graduates of the grade school.

Leo Salon, salutatorian of 
the high school, enjoyed the 
distinction of winning four 
awards, the first for 100% ex-
cellence in Intermediate Al-
gebra, a five dollar cash prize 
donated by Lazurus I. Levine 
for the highest mark in Ameri-
can History, another for being 
chosen the outstanding boy 
in the class, and the fourth, 
a prize donated by Philip 
Krukin, Monticello jeweler, 
for the highest Regents aver-
age.

Miss Dorothy Osdoby de-
livered the valedictory ad-
dress. 

William G. Birmingham, 
Liberty attorney and presi-
dent of the Sullivan County 
Bar Association, was guest 
speaker. He stressed the value 
of the Constitution, and urged 
the graduates and the audience 
to cherish the freedom which 
they now possess.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Mischa Ross (front center), whose real name is Murrary 
Rosen, following his arrest for the brutal murder of a young 
violinist. Others in the photo include NYS Trooper William 
Leins, Sullivan County Sheriff Harry Borden, and Deputy 
Sheriff Jay Lass.



Twenty-five years ago, in 
the summer of 1995, Sulli-
van County hosted the first 
Stephen Crane Festival, 
celebrating the centennial 
of the publication of Crane’s 
greatest work, “The Red 
Badge of Courage.” The 
centerpiece of that sum-
mer’s festival was a musical 
adaptation of Crane’s no-
vella, “The Third Violet,” 
much of which was set here 
in Sullivan County. This is 
an excerpt from the novella.

CHAPTER I.
The engine bellowed its 

way up the slanting, wind-
ing valley. Grey crags, and 
trees with roots fastened 
cleverly to the steeps looked 
down at the struggles of the 
black monster.

When the train finally re-
leased its passengers they 
burst forth with the enthu-
siasm of escaping convicts. 
A great bustle ensued on 
the platform of the little 
mountain station. The idlers 
and philosophers from the 
village were present to ex-
amine the consignment of 
people from the city.

These latter, loaded 
with bundles and chil-
dren, thronged at the stage 

drivers. The stage drivers 
thronged at the people from 
the city.

Hawker, with his clothes 
case, his paint-box, his ea-
sel, climbed awkwardly 
down the steps of the car. 
The easel swung uncon-
trolled and knocked against 
the head of a little boy who 
was disembarking back-
ward with fine caution. 

“Hello, little man,” said 
Hawker, “did it hurt?” 

The child regarded him 
in silence and with sudden 
interest, as if Hawker had 
called his attention to a phe-
nomenon. The young paint-
er was politely waiting until 
the little boy should con-
clude his examination, but 
a voice behind him cried, 
“Roger, go on down!” A 
nursemaid was conducting 
a little girl where she would 
probably be struck by the 
other end of the easel. The 
boy resumed his cautious 
descent.

The stage drivers made 
such great noise as a collec-
tion that as individuals their 
identities were lost. With a 
highly important air, as a 
man proud of being so busy, 
the baggageman of the train 
was thundering trunks at 

the other employees on the 
platform. Hawker, prowling 
through the crowd, heard 
a voice near his shoulder 
say, “Do you know where 
is the stage for Hemlock 
Inn?” Hawker turned and 
found a young woman re-
garding him. A wave of 
astonishment whirled into 
his hair, and he turned his 
eyes quickly for fear that 
she would think that he 
had looked at her. He said, 
“Yes, certainly, I think I can 
find it.” At the same time 
he was crying to himself: 
“Wouldn’t I like to paint 
her, though! What a glance-
-oh, murder! The--the--the 
distance in her eyes!”

He went fiercely from 
one driver to another. That 
obdurate stage for Hemlock 
Inn must appear at once. 
Finally he perceived a man 
who grinned expectantly at 
him. “Oh,” said Hawker, 
“you drive the stage for 
Hemlock Inn?” The man 
admitted it. Hawker said, 
“Here is the stage.” The 
young woman smiled.

The driver inserted Hawk-
er and his luggage far into 
the end of the vehicle. He 
sat there, crooked forward 
so that his eyes should see 

the first coming of the girl 
into the frame of light at the 
other end of the stage. Pres-
ently she appeared there. 
She was bringing the little 
boy, the little girl, the nurse-
maid, and another young 
woman, who was at once to 
be known as the mother of 
the two children. The girl 
indicated the stage with a 
small gesture of triumph. 
When they were all seated 
uncomfortably in the huge 
covered vehicle the little 
boy gave Hawker a glance 
of recognition. “It hurted 
then, but it’s all right now,” 

he informed him cheerfully.
“Did it?” replied Hawker. 

“I’m sorry.”
“Oh, I didn’t mind it 

much,” continued the little 
boy, swinging his long, red-
leather leggings bravely to 
and fro. “I don’t cry when 
I’m hurt, anyhow.” He cast 
a meaning look at his tiny 
sister, whose soft lips set 
defensively.

The driver climbed into 
his seat, and after a scrutiny 
of the group in the gloom of 
the stage he chirped to his 
horses. They began a slow 
and thoughtful trotting. 

Dust streamed out behind 
the vehicle. In front, the 
green hills were still and 
serene in the evening air. A 
beam of gold struck them 
aslant, and on the sky was 
lemon and pink information 
of the sun’s sinking. The 
driver knew many people 
along the road, and from 
time to time he conversed 
with them in yells.

The two children were 
opposite Hawker. They sat 
very correctly mucilaged to 
their seats, but their large 
eyes were always upon 
Hawker, calmly valuing 
him.

“Do you think it nice to 
be in the country? I do,” 
said the boy.

“I like it very well,” an-
swered Hawker.

“I shall go fishing, and 
hunting, and everything. 
Maybe I shall shoot a 
bears.”

“I hope you may.”
“Did you ever shoot a 

bears?”
“No.”
“Well, I didn’t, too, but 

maybe I will. Mister Hol-
landen, he said he’d look 
around for one. Where I 
live----”

“Roger,” interrupted the 

mother from her seat at 
Hawker’s side, “perhaps 
everyone is not interested 
in your conversation.” The 
boy seemed embarrassed 
at this interruption, for 
he leaned back in silence 
with an apologetic look at 
Hawker. Presently the stage 
began to climb the hills, 
and the two children were 
obliged to take grip upon 
the cushions for fear of be-
ing precipitated upon the 
nursemaid.

Fate had arranged it so 
that Hawker could not ob-
serve the girl with the--the-
-the distance in her eyes 
without leaning forward and 
discovering to her his inter-
est. Secretly and impiously 
he wriggled in his seat, and 
as the bumping stage swung 
its passengers this way and 
that way, he obtained fleet-
ing glances of a cheek, an 
arm, or a shoulder.

The driver’s conversation 
tone to his passengers was 
also a yell. “Train was an 
hour late t’night,” he said, 
addressing the interior. 
“It’ll be nine o’clock before 
we git t’ th’ inn, an’ it’ll be 
perty dark travellin’.”

Hawker waited decently, 
but at last he said, “Will it?”

“Yes. No moon.” He 
turned to face Hawker, and 
roared, “You’re ol’ Jim 
Hawker’s son, hain’t yeh?”

“Yes.”

“I thort I’d seen yeh 
b’fore. Live in the city now, 
don’t yeh?”

“Yes.”
“Want t’ git off at th’ 

cross-road?”
“Yes.”
“Come up fer a little stay 

doorin’ th’ summer?”
“Yes.”
“On’y charge yeh a quar-

ter if yeh git off at cross-
road. Useter charge ‘em 
fifty cents, but I ses t’ th’ 
ol’ man. ‘Tain’t no use. 
Goldern ‘em, they’ll walk 
ruther’n put up fifty cents.’ 
Yep. On’y a quarter.”

In the shadows Hawker’s 
expression seemed assassin 
like. He glanced furtively 
down the stage. She was 
apparently deep in talk with 
the mother of the children.

Stephen Crane spent 
much of his life in Forest-
burgh, in Sullivan Coun-
ty, where his brother was 
large landowner. He died 
of tuberculosis at the age 
of 28.
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THE THIRD VIOLET Excerpted from the 1896 novella by Stephen Crane

by Elaine Corrington

HURLEYVILLE – In any 
community, there are always 
people who need help.

Whether because of bad 
luck, bad health, loss of 
jobs, unexpected problems, 
or maybe even predictable 
shortcomings, people some-
times fall on hard times. And 
now, on top of that, a pan-
demic has left many jobless 
and struggling. 

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry in Hurleyville has of-
fered the assistance needed 
by individuals and families 
continuously, cheerfully, and 
generously for many years. 
Local organizations, town-
ships, corrections officers, 
and students have generously 
supported those efforts. What 
started with one small rolling 
cart so many years ago—and 
that cart is still being used-- 
and a person or two once a 
week, now takes the entire 
back hall at the Hurleyville 
United Methodist Church 
and has 25-30 people helping 
regularly. Many others pitch 
in when needed to acquire, 
sort, pack, and distribute the 
food. 

What started with what-
ever food was donated, now 
works at first providing the 
foods that support good 
health, and then the occa-
sional surprise treats and 
necessities of household life 
that may not be available or 
affordable- especially at the 
end of the month when many 
have run out of money.

Katrina Jaycox grew up in 

Fallsburg, but had close ties 
with Hurleyville because her 
grandmother, Carrie DeGraw 
lived on Main Street, just a 
short distance from the site of 
the Food Pantry. Her grand-
mother and Ginny Maxwell 
started the idea of the Food 
Pantry in Hurleyville. Her 
sister, Cookie dropped in as 
we were talking, with a de-
livery of waffles for the next 
distribution. Lonnie Lindsey 
takes care of all of the order-
ing and distributes the food 
at the door by the driveway 
at the side behind the sanctu-
ary. She has a safety barrier 
made from an old golf cart 
shield that became available 
at the golf course where her 
husband works.  

During these perilous 
times, face shields are dis-
tributed to the people who 
are picking up what they 
need, along with boisterous 
assurances that keeping ev-
erybody healthy depends on 
their consistent use.  Behind 
the distribution shield, there 

is an entire room filled with 
large tables holding more 
than 60 boxes prepared for 
the next distribution. 

Distributions are held on 
the last two Thursday after-
noons of the month, as that 
is when money is typically 
in much shorter supply for 
many. Each family fills out a 
request that enable the work-
ers to pack enough food in 
each box to meet the needs of 
that family. Many of the vol-
unteers are from the Church, 
which generously donates 
the space for the boxes as 
well as for refrigerators, 
freezers and the shelving 
needed to organize the items 
for distribution. 

Several individuals and 
organizations regularly help 
with all facets of the project, 
but the hours can be long 
and the work heavy and tir-
ing. Many of the people who 
need the supplies do not have 
cars or rides and must make 
several trips to get every-
thing they need. Personal hy-

giene items were generously 
donated and sorted into bags 
that will help households 
and people stay clean and 
healthy. 

There are a number of 
items of which they often 
don’t have enough to serve 
everyone, so the volunteers 
collect those items until they 
have enough. This includes 
such things as jars of condi-
ments rather that individual 
servings, jams, jellies, pan-
cake syrup, and spaghetti 
sauce. Feminine hygiene 
products are another appreci-
ated donation. 

Right now there is so much 
time and effort that must 
be used for these necessary 
items that donations of cloth-
ing are not being accepted 
because there is just no time 
to take care of them.  When 
things are quieter, the Bread 
of Life Pantry also helps peo-
ple with furniture and house-
hold needs.

When the pandemic re-
cedes, the people involved 
with the great immediate 
needs will be happy to use 
their location to go back to 
some of the health educa-
tion opportunities they love 
to present, including such 
opportunities as support 
groups and flu vaccinations. 
Right now, there is great sat-
isfaction, and joy involved in 
knowing that people in Hur-
leyville care about their fam-
ilies, neighbors, friends and 
fellow residents and that they 
know their efforts are mak-
ing a heartfelt felt difference.

GRAHAMSVILLE – Join 
the Time and the Valleys Mu-
seum for a virtual program: 
“The Great Covered Bridges 
of the Mid-Hudson Region” 
on Sunday, June 7, at 2 p.m., 
presented by Ron Knapp, co-
author of the book, “Ameri-
can Covered Bridges: Prac-
tical Crossings – Nostalgic 
Icons.” 

Did you know that Sullivan 
County can actually claim the 
first covered timber bridge 
built in New York state? Sul-
livan and Ulster Counties 
stand at the forefront of New 
York State’s covered bridge 
history, with several of New 
York’s most significant cov-
ered bridges still standing 
today. Author Ronald Knapp 
will explore the covered 
bridges in the Mid-Hudson 
Region and connect our cov-
ered bridges with the national 
history of nineteenth century 
covered bridges.  

Virtual attendance is EASY.  
Just email the Museum at 
info@timeandthevalleys-
museum.org to register, and 
you will receive a reply email 

invitation with information 
on how to log in to zoom.us 
for the talk. Please call 845 
985-7700 or info@timean-
dthevalleysmuseum.org for 
more information.

Ron Knapp, the co-au-
thor of “America’s Covered 
Bridges: Practical Crossings-
-Nostalgic Icons,” will focus 
his talk on the covered bridg-
es of the mid-Hudson region 
with abundant historic and 
contemporary photographs.  

Knapp is a historical-cul-
tural geographer who taught 
of State University of New 
York at New Paltz from 1968 
to 2001. While most of his re-
search over the past 40 years 
has focused on China, he has 
long had an interest in local 
transportation history. In ad-
dition to his co-authored book 
“America’s Covered Bridges: 
Practical Crossings—Nostal-
gic Icons” (2014), his latest 
book is “China’s Covered 
Bridges: Architecture over 
Water” (2019).

The Time and the Valleys 
Museum is currently closed – 
but hopes to open soon!

THE BREAD OF LIFE FOOD PANTRY
Making life better in the best of times and the worst of times

“CHANGING” LIVES 
FOR THE BETTER
Four Hurleyville Residents

and Lots of Coins

The Great Covered Bridges 
of the Mid-Hudson Region

Time and the Valleys Museum 
Hosts Virtual Program

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL
Katrina Jaycox with some of the items at the Bread of Life 
Food pantry.

PHOTO PROVIDED 

by Elaine Corrington

HURLEYVILLE-- Be-
cause purses get heavy 
and pockets get holes 
in them from too much 
change, hardly anyone 
likes to carry it around, 
and many people use an 
old glass jar to toss their 
change into.

You rarely find a change 
jar smaller than a can-
ning jar or a peanut butter 
jar. But BIG? Oh yeah!  
There are many people 
who figure they only 
want to count the change 
once a year while watch-
ing a game, or when the 
kids need a boring and 
hated punishment. These 
people can easily work 
themselves up to a five-
gallon jug. Which can’t 
be lifted when filled, and 
needs to be hidden from 
loudly disapproving-- but 
understanding-- friends 
and neighbors who have 
been there themselves.  

Once a person has 
counted and packaged the 
coins in a five-gallon jug, 
they rarely allow them-
selves to get into that 
predicament again, and 
that presented an interest-
ing opportunity for four 
Hurleyville residents. 
During the ongoing pan-
demic, these four young 
men heard about some 
local coin jars that had 17 

pounds of change in them 
that the owners wished to 
donate to the local Bread 
of Life Food Pantry at 
the Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church. But 
the owners didn’t want to 
wash and sort the coins 
by denomination into the 
rolls that would be taken 
by a bank.

The four men, Jason 
Gonzalez, Brian Con-
nelly, Craig Eversley, and 
John Simon, wanted to do 
a good deed, and they saw 
that this would be an op-
portunity to give of their 
time and contribute to 
the increasing number of 
people in the community 
who needed food. Last 
week they washed, dried, 
sorted, and packaged the 
coins, and even found a 
dollar bill in one of the 
change bottles and coins 
from Italy in another.

The heavy load was 
handed over to a very 
grateful Katrina Jaycox, 
who supervises the work 
at the Food Pantry. Not 
counting the Italian coins, 
the 17 pounds yielded 
more than $230.00-- and 
the clever ordering and 
generous opportunities 
available to the Pantry 
staff allow that money 
to purchase ten times 
what would be possible 
through regular grocery 
shopping.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

by John Conway

LIBERTY – Officials an-
nounced in late May that the 
annual Sullivan County Soap 
Box Derby Championships 
scheduled for Saturday, May 
30 in Liberty have been can-
celled due to ongoing con-
cerns about the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We hope everyone stays 
safe and healthy during this 
time and we hope to see you 
soon. Keep working on your 
cars!” officials posted on 
Facebook. “If you have any 
questions please contact John 
Nichols at 845-866-0618.”

It would have been the 
ninth year for the revived 
Sullivan County Soap Box 
Derby races, which were 
held in Monticello for a few 
years in the mid-1960s and 
then discontinued until 2012, 
when the first races were held 
in Liberty.

Officials of International 
Soap Box Derby also can-
celled the 83rd FirstEnergy 
All-American Soap Box 
Derby scheduled for Satur-

day, July 25, at Derby Downs 
in Akron, OH.

Participants qualify to com-
pete in the FirstEnergy All-
American Soap Box Derby 
by winning local Soap Box 
Derby races in their home 
communities or by accumu-
lating points in rallies around 
the country.  More than half 
of the communities stag-
ing local races have already 
canceled their events and 
more are expected to cancel 
in order to comply with con-
tinuing local COVID-related 
restrictions.  Typically, more 
than 400 boys and girls com-
pete in their gravity-powered 
race cars in the annual world 
championship races in Ak-
ron.

2020 SOAP BOX DERBY 
CANCELLED

Sullivan County Race Had Been 
Scheduled for May 30

by John Conway

SOUTH FALLSBURG – 
Both municipal golf courses 
in the town of Fallsburg, Lo-
chmor in Loch Sheldrake and 
Tarry Brae in South Falls-
burg, are now open to the 
public with some restrictions.

But as of early May, one 
of those restrictions—not 
allowing golf carts to be 
used—had been lifted.

In addition, Lochmor has 
announced that it South 
Woods Brewing Company 
Grill will be open for take-
out orders. At press time, the 
clubhouse remained closed at 

Tarry Brae, and golfers were 
still being encouraged to 
bring food from local eateries 
to enjoy while on the course.

The courses are still re-
stricted to advance payment 
by credit card only, as no 
cash transactions will be con-
ducted. Tee times continue to 
be spread farther apart than 
usual, and golfers are asked 
to refrain from handling the 
flagsticks and sharing equip-
ment. No rakes are currently 
being provided in the sand 
traps, and bathroom facilities 
are limited.

The fees for playing at 
Tarry Brae, cart included are 

$37 per player on weekends 
before 1 p.m. and $34 per 
player on weekends after 1 
p.m. On weekdays, the cost 
is $35 per player and $32 for 
seniors.

At Lochmor, fees range 
from $34 per player ($31 for 
seniors) on weekdays to $36 
on weekends till 1 p.m. and 
$33 after one.

The town of Fallsburg has 
also announced that as of 
May 15, the Morningside 
Park Café is open for take-
out orders, Thursday thru 
Sunday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. 

by John Conway

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
SUNY Sullivan’s up and 
coming wrestling team will 
have a new assistant coach 
on hand for the 2020-21 
season according to head 
coach Anthony Ng, who 
has announced that former 
collegiate standout Ahken 
Chu has joined the Gener-
als as a volunteer.

As a collegian, Chu was 
a three-year starter for Di-
vision III Oneonta at 141 
pounds, captaining the 
team as a senior, and fin-
ishing the 2019-20 sea-
son with a record of 37-6. 
He was a three-time All-
Region wrestler, finishing 
sixth, fifth, and fourth over 
the past three seasons.

Chu finished this past 
season ranked second in the 
country among Division III 
wrestlers in technical falls, 

with 16 on the year. He was 
the 2020 New York State 
Collegiate champion and 
the 2020 ECWC champion.

Coach Ng said he is “be-
yond excited” to add Chu 
to his staff. He said that 
military obligations will 
occupy Chu beyond the 
start of fall practice, but he 

is expected to be on board 
shortly thereafter.  

“He is currently going to 
Officer Candidate school 
for the U.S Marine Corps, 
from September to Novem-
ber,” Coach Ng said. “He 
will be joining us upon his 
return.”

by John Conway

FALLSBURG – It was 
June of 1937, and sports 
fans in this part of Sulli-
van County were all abuzz 
about the upcoming ap-
pearance of one of the top 
softball teams in the coun-
try.

The Adam Hat Ten, un-
defeated on the season 
in the semi-professional 
Eastern Softball League, 
were coming to Fallsburg 
to take on the Sullivan 
County All-Stars on the di-
amond at the Hotel Brick-
man. 

The Adam Hat contin-
gent was headed by pitcher 
Wally Mitchell, considered 
“the fastest pitcher in orga-
nized softball.”

“He has proven that his 
softball delivery is faster 

than either Dizzy Dean’s or 
Mungo’s,” the Hurleyville 
Sentinel reported, refer-
ring to the Brooklyn Dodg-
ers’ fireballing righthander 

Van Lingle Mungo as well 
as St. Louis Cardinals ace, 
Dean, at that point the Na-
tional League’s perennial 
strikeout king.

Mitchell had pitched six 
no-hitters in 1936, and 
had not lost a game in two 
years of play.

“Featured in the lineup 

for the Sullivan County 
team are Don Murray and 
Johnny Brown of Monti-
cello, Ray Stein of South 
Fallsburg, Pete Blumberg 
of Woodridge, Babe Fiske 
of Liberty, and Billy Gold-
stein of Mountaindale,” the 
Sentinel reported. “Sheriff 
Harry Borden will throw 
out the first ball. Umpires 
will be Judge Benjamin 
Newberg of Fallsburg, 
Judge Ike Silberman of 
Monticello, and Eugene 
Hartwell of Monticello.”

“Harry Perlstein of So. 
Fallsburg manages the Sul-
livan County All-Stars, and 
is on the look-out for new 
recruits for future games,” 
the Sentinel noted.

No reports of the result 
of the contest could be lo-
cated.

Fallsburg Golf Courses Open—With Restrictions

SUNY SULLIVAN ADDS COACH
Standout Ahken Chu to Join Generals

SOFTBALL’S BEST WERE HERE
1937 Game Featured Adam Hat Ten

PHOTO PROVIDED 

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Ahken Chu

by Win Hadley

HURLEYVILLE – As 
the Sentinel went to press 
last week, Section IX of-
ficials and those from the 
New York State Public 
High School Athletic As-
sociation had yet to an-
nounce any modifications 
to the fall sports season due 
to the lingering COVID-19 
pandemic, though the na-
tional governing body for 
high school sports has.

The National Federation 
of State High School As-

sociations (NFHS) has re-
leased a 16-page document 
to guide member state 
high school associations 
in reopening athletics and 
other activity programs 
across the nation. The 
NYSPHSAA is a member 
of the national organiza-
tion.

The guidance document, 
released on Monday, May 
18, was developed by the 
NFHS Sports Medicine 
Advisory Committee, a 
15-member advisory com-
mittee composed of medi-

cal doctors, certified ath-
letic trainers, high school 
coaches and officials, re-
search specialists and state 
high school association ex-
ecutives that regularly de-
velops position statements 
related to medical aspects 
of conducting high school 
athletics.  

The guidance devel-
oped for state associations 
suggests a possible sport 
breakdown for higher risk, 
moderate risk and low-
er risk, with the basis for 
the breakdown tied to the 

potential exposure to re-
spiratory droplets. As an 
example, the interaction of 
participants in higher-risk 
sports such as football and 
wrestling present more of a 
concern for transmission 

of the virus than lower-risk 
sports like individual run-
ning events and golf.  

“We believe this guid-
ance document will be a 
tremendous resource for 
our member state associa-

tions as they determine the 
timetables for re-opening 
sports and activities,” Dr. 
Karissa Niehoff, NFHS 
executive director, said. 
“The NFHS Sports Medi-
cine Advisory Commit-
tee utilized recommen-
dations from the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), as 
well as some return-to-
play considerations by the 
United States Olympic & 
Paralympic Committee 
(USOPC), in formulating 
this guidance document for 

re-opening athletics and 
other activities in our na-
tion’s schools.”   

The NFHS guidance 
document also addresses a 
possible progression for 
returning to activities, hy-
giene practices, transporta-
tion to and from events, so-
cial-distancing suggestions 
during contests and a tiered 
approach to who should be 
allowed to attend events.

Some of the guidelines 
in the document would ap-
pear to have major impacts 
on sports such as football 

and soccer, where physi-
cal contact is common 
or essential and multiple 
players regularly touch the 
same ball. 

The NYSPHSAA has 
convened a COVID-19 
Task Force to meet 
throughout the summer 
and examine potential im-
pacts of the COVID-19 cri-
sis on the fall 2020 season 
and the 2020-2021 school 
year, but as of press time, 
the group had yet to release 
any findings or guidelines 
for the fall.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
An aerial view of the Hotel Brickman circa 1937, showing the softball diamond to the right.
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