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AN ARGUS TO ESPY

DIGITAL SABOTAGE DISRUPTS ARTS CENTRE PROGRAM

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE — Ever
since its soft opening in
September of 2016, the
Hurleyville Arts Centre has
strived to build a schedule
that blends art with activ-
ism, politics and culture,
and that mission has not
abated with its recent name
change to the Hurleyville
Performing Arts Centre
(HPAC).

On June 19, HPAC host-
ed a panel discussion via
ZOOM “in celebration
of Juneteenth and Trans
PRIDE” with a panel fea-
turing Ari Moore, Afri-
can Queens Association
(AQA), a support group
for transgender people of
color; Juli Grey-Owens, a
New York State transgen-
der activist, and founder
and Executive Director
of Gender Equality New
York (GENY); Kym Dors-
ey, a GENY board mem-
ber and the first transgen-
der woman honored by
the City of Albany for her
leadership in New York;
Laveau Contraire, a “Drag
Queen Extraordinaire” and
Cyber Distancing Digest

producer Tonya Smith, a
Trans Advocate, and Life
Coach.

The discussion drew
more than 60 participants
according to HPAC found-
er Janet Carrus, but appar-
ently not everyone can tol-
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erate the free discussion of
ideas they don’t agree with.

“There was an attempt
to digitally sabotage the
event,” a HPAC state-
ment reads. “For approxi-
mately three minutes, dis-
turbed minds were able to

ONLINE

spread messages of hate
and threaten the lives of
those on the panel. Before
we were able to shut them
down, they continued with
threatening chat comments
and obscene hateful imag-
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ery.

Despite the disruption,
the panel discussion picked
up almost where it left off,
although participants were
visibly shaken by the digi-
tal intrusion.

“We all witnessed first-
hand the racism and ho-
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mophobia that prompted
this,” the HPAC statement
continued. “It was an un-
nerving experience, one
that trans people and peo-
ple of color experience ev-
ery day. The panel handled
it with love, grace and wis-

dom.”

HPAC officials say they
will not be deterred by the
intolerance.

Event coordinators also
issued an apology to those
whose participation in the
ZOOM event was termi-

nated as a result of the
hacking.

“In order to prevent the
digital attack from con-
tinuing, we had to remove
some audience members
whose accounts were com-
promised. We apologize it
you were one of those un-
intentionally removed. We
value your support and we
hope that you will join us
for our future panel discus-
sions on these topics.”

HPAC promised to take
steps in the future to pre-
vent such disruptions in
their programming.

“All future panels will
have increased security
measures for events and
better standards in place to
highlight our guest speak-
ers and performers uninter-
rupted. If you have sugges-
tions as to how to make our
future digital events safer,
please email info@hacny.
org.

The Hurleyville Perform-
ing Arts Centre has been
closed to live programs
and performances due to
the COVID-19 restrictions.
As of press time, there has
been no date set for its re-
opening.

COUNTY ENTERS PHASE 3 REOPENING
Appointments Still Required

by John Conway

MONTICELLO — With the
region’s entrance into Phase
3 on June 23, Sullivan County
government offices have re-
opened to walk-ins by appoint-
ment only.

Since the onset of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, County facili-
ties have mostly been closed to
the public, with phone calls, on-
line transactions and drop boxes
taking the place of in-person
visits.

“[This is] a step toward a full
reopening, but it will not be
business as usual, and the public
is encouraged to continue using
the above-mentioned alternative
methods,” said County Manager
Josh Potosek. “We will be lim-
iting both the staff on hand and
public access so as to maintain
safe, COVID-free operations.”

The walk-in protocol will be
different for the various County
office buildings:

e Government Center, Sulli-

van County Courthouse, Pub-

lic Health Services in Liberty

— Buildings open, but walk-

ins must have an appointment

to visit a specific office.

* Department of Family Ser-

vices (Travis Building) -

Walk-ins will be limited to

safe capacity in the waiting

room. Appointments highly
preferred.

* Department of Community

Services, District Attorney’s

Office — Buildings closed, pri-

or appointment required.

» Transfer Stations (County-

wide), Airport — Open as usu-

al.

* Care Center at Sunset Lake
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in Liberty, Career Center in

Monticello — Closed to in-

person visitation at this time.

Proper facial coverings and
social distancing are still re-
quired at ALL facilities.

The Department of Motor Ve-
hicles (DMV) has begun han-
dling in-person transactions, but
due to extremely limited staff-
ing, these visits will be limited
to Sullivan County residents
only and must be by appoint-
ment.

“I strongly encourage only
those with the most pressing
need for an in-person visit — for
example, renewal of an expired
driver’s license — to attempt to
set up an appointment and come
to the office,” said County Clerk
Russell Reeves, who oversees
the local DMV operations.

Priority will be given to those
County residents needing a
NYS photo ID to begin their
military service.

To set up an appointment,
call 845-794-3872. Messages
cannot be left at this number —
only appointments made with a
live operator will be accepted.
Walk-ins CANNOT be serviced
at DMV during this time.

Drop boxes remain located at
the Government Center’s en-
trance vestibules, where Sulli-
van County residents can place
their paperwork for processing.
Even with the building’s re-
opening, customers must use a
face covering, maintain a social
distance of at least 6 feet, and
limit vestibule capacity to two
individuals.

Mail-in transactions are also
allowed, including all vehicle
registration activity, renewals,
license plate transfers, license
plate surrenders, and sales tax
transactions. The DMV will
mail back completed transac-
tions, and some may require an
additional mailing fee. If resi-
dents need a more timely return,
then expedited mail is available
at an additional cost.

Customers can use the new
SC DMV Remote Transac-
tion System for transaction as-
sistance. Residents can email
their completed paperwork di-
rectly to the DMV for review
at SCNYDMVI1@co.sullivan.
ny.us. Once the paperwork is
approved, residents can put it
in the DMV drop box for pro-
cessing with the appropriate fee
paid by cash, check or credit
card (with a credit card authori-
zation form completed), thereby
avoiding in-person contact and
lengthy lines in the future. Re-
sponse times will vary with staff
levels.

SCHUMER,

DELGADO SUPPORT TCFD

Urge That Those With Special Needs Not Be Forgotten in the Pandemic

HURLEYVILLE-U.S. Sen-
ator Charles E. Schumer and
Congressman Antonio Del-
gado have called for financial
support for New York’s most
vulnerable population during
the COVID-19 pandemic as
agencies like The Center for
Discovery struggle with de-
layed government funding.

“Senator Schumer and his
staff have been remarkable in
their response to our needs.
They and Congressman Del-
gado’s team have carefully
listened and truly understand
the extreme measures neces-
sary to protect and care for the
complex and medically frag-
ile residents of The Center,”
said Patrick H. Dollard, TCFD
President and CEO. “Addi-
tionally, they understand the
burden of these extra costs on
organizations like TCFD. We
couldn’t be more grateful for
the Senator’s and Congress-
man’s assistance in reaching
out to Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Alex Azar and
his staff.

“It is important for those in
power to understand that our
population is the most vul-
nerable to COVID-19,” Mr.
Dollard added. “A new study
revealed that those with devel-
opmental disabilities living in
group homes are four times as
likely to contract the coronavi-
rus and two times as likely to
die. These are staggering num-
bers. There are many members
of Congress on both sides of
the aisle who have been work-
ing with us on behalf of the
most vulnerable. Caring for
those with special needs dur-
ing this crisis is not a partisan
issue, it is a moral imperative.”

“From the earliest days of
this pandemic, I have worked
with The Center for Discovery
to make sure that its thousands
of residents with complex con-
ditions and 1,700 employees
responding on the frontlines to
this crisis in Sullivan County
are cared for and protected,”
Senator Schumer said. “The
team at The Center for Discov-
ery are more than caretakers
for those with
special needs,
they have be-
come sec-
ond family to
residents who
haven’t  been
able to see their
loved ones for
three  months
2™ because of
high-risk of ex-
posure to CO-
VID-19. The
Center has not
only provided
around-the-
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clock care and support servic-
es to these vulnerable patients
but has also kept its frontline
employees in mind,
working with my
team almost daily to
address PPE shortag-
es, funding opportu-
nities, policy issues,
and more.

“That is why when
The Center for Dis-
covery told me that
over $2 million in
expected relief never
came from the feds,
I immediately asked
HHS to cut through the red
tape and resolve this issue.
Those with special needs can-
not be forgotten as we contin-
ue to respond to this pandemic
and I’ll keep fighting for the
answers that the patients and
employees at The Center for
Discovery deserve.”

“The CARES Act was signed
into law months ago and there
is no excuse for delays in these
necessary resources for facili-
ties providing essential care,”
said Rep. Delgado. “I will
continue to call on HHS to dis-
tribute these funds as quickly
as possible to ensure health fa-
cilities across NY-19 have the
resources they need to provide
quality care.”

The Center for Discovery
provides extraordinary health-
care and education to more
than 1,200 children and adults
with complex conditions. It has
a staff of doctors, nurses, occu-
pational therapists, speech pa-
thologists, physical therapists,
adaptive recreation experts,
music/art/dance therapists,
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special educators, farmers,
orchardists, nutritionists, and
chefs, as well as support staff.
TCFD had a pan-
demic plan in place
and supplies ordered
before the state shut
down. It has since
taken other measures
to ensure the health
and safety of its resi-
dents, staff, and their
families, including
providing staff with
an on-campus Staff
Co-Op Market and a
Wash House to order
groceries and other essentials
and do laundry, respectively.
As a result of those efforts, as
well as early and strict use of
full personal protective equip-
ment and the early closing of
residential homes to outsid-
ers, The Center has provided
a model for the care and pan-
demic protection of both frag-
ile populations and their valu-
able caretakers.

“At The Center for Discov-
ery, we work every minute of
every day to ensure the indi-
viduals we care for and our
entire staff are safe, healthy,
and happy. We look forward to
continuing our work with Sen-
ator Schumer, Congressman
Delgado and all of our bipar-
tisan local, state, and national
supporters through this pan-
demic and critical time in our
nation’s history,” Mr. Dollard
said, “Taking care of our resi-
dents and students during these
times will require true political
cooperation. It is a human is-
sue, not a political one.”
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The Inquiring Photographer

by Kathleen Sullivan

Q. If you had a week to do anything in the world what would

you do?

CEIL WICHINSKY MACK (with Leroy Brown)

I’d go to England, where
my father, Louis “Lebel”
Wichinsky, served dur-
ing WW 11, and breathe
new life into his wonder-
ful tales about people and
places that changed his
life forever. I'd retrace
his steps to the London
bakery where one of the
bakers said to him, “You
Yanks can do anything.
How is it you haven’t yet

made a machine to make a bagel?” I’d make a visit to the grand
old house on Seafield Road in Lytham St. Anne’s where he was
“adopted” by a British family and treated like royalty for the
duration of the war. Lastly, I’d head for the Warton Aerodrome,
where he was stationed with the US 8th Army Air Corps and
assigned to fabricate and build everything and anything needed
to fly planes, drop bombs and fix wounded soldiers.

PATRICK MAXWELL

[ would play with my video
games, legos, and toys.

[’d play with my friends and
cousins.

MADELYNE
MAXWELL

Day 1...I’d take a long bike
ride with Mommy and Don-
ald.

Day 2...I’d float on the creek
by the rail trail.

Days 3-7...1would take a trip
with my family to Florida.
I’d go to the beach and visit
my Grandpa.

MARY JEAN RISKO

Shut my phones off, get a
couple of bottles of Ketel
One, and paint my own darn
house.
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- THERE'S NO STORE LIKE THE
HURLEYVILLE GENERAL STORE -

HOMEGOODS WITH PURPOSE

We supply custom cralts and
items made with love by children
and adults with special needs and
circumstances, Help be a part ol

something extraordinary!

MORE INFO: 845.640.6000
www.hurleyvillegeneral.com
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Hamlet Happenings

The Scene

Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

HURLEYVILLE
-SULLIVAN FIRST

Thanks to all who came
out to help the members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan ~ First
make Hurleyville more
beautiful!

Now the barrels on Main
Street and the planters at the
“Hurleyville” signs and the
firchouse need to be weed-
ed and watered regularly.
Please let one of the mem-
bers of Hurleyville-Sullivan
First know if you can help.
You can send an email to
izzysaunt@verizon.net, or
you can phone MaryAnn
(845-798-5418), Denise
(845-807-7797) or Kathleen
(845-707-9810).

Learn more about Hur-
leyville-Sullivan ~ First at
www.hurleyvilleny.com or
on Facebook.

HURLEYVILLE
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

The Hurleyville United
Methodist Church is cur-
rently closed. A team is pres-
ently working on a plan to
safely re-open the church
when permitted. Protocols
for social distancing, disin-
fection and cleaning will be
followed.

The generosity and kind-
ness of the community dur-
ing the pandemic is making
it possible for the volunteers
at the Bread of Life Food
Pantry to provide more food
to more families. Pre-made
boxes of food will continue
to be distributed to folks
in need. Dates will be an-
nounced on the church’s
Facebook page and on the
sign outside the church.

Pastor Jorge is delivering
sermons online on Facebook
at 11 a.m. on Sundays.

You can pray with oth-
ers over the phone on the
church’s prayer line on Sun-
days from 7 to 8 p.m. All
are invited to join the Bible
study group on the church’s
prayer line on Tuesdays at 7
p.m. The prayer line phone
number is 605-472-5491 and
the access code is 251678.

“MESSY CHURCH” and
the women’s group meetings
are cancelled for now.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-
tion on programs and events
at the church. You can also
get updates from the church
on its page on Facebook.

SULLIVAN COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
AND MUSEUM

The Sullivan County Mu-
seum is closed for the time

being, and all research re-
quests have been placed on
hold.

Go to www.scnyhistory.
org for more information on
the Sullivan County Histori-
cal Society and the Sullivan
County Museum. You can
also visit the Sullivan Coun-
ty Historical Society and
Museum on Facebook.

Please email Suzanne Ce-
cil at scecil@hvc.rr.com if
you have any questions.

COLUMBIA HILL
NEIGHBORHOOD
ALLIANCE (CHNA)

What the hill is happening
with Gan Eden Estates?

April 22, 2020

The developer of Gan
Eden Estates presented a
sketch plan of the project
to the regular meeting the
Town of Thompson Planning
Board. The board approved a
motion to accept the sketch
plan. The board also passed
a resolution to become the
lead agency of the project for
environmental reviews and
made a Type 1 action SE-
QRA positive declaration.
June 10, 2020

A Draft Scoping Document
for the project was presented
at a regular meeting of the
board. The document iden-
tifies environmental issues
that need to be addressed.
After reviewing and adding
comments to the document,
the board adopted the docu-
ment for public review at the
regular meeting of the board.

June 11, 2020

The Draft Scoping Docu-
ment was distributed to in-
volved agencies and inter-
ested parties. The document,
along with other public doc-
uments related to the proj-
ect, can be found at https://
townofthompson.com/gov-
ernment/public-documents/,
development project button,
Gan Eden Estates.

What’s next?

by John Conway

Since it is July and we
have just celebrated Inde-
pendence Day, it seemed
fitting to quote one of our
Founding Fathers in this
edition’s headline. But the
particular quote was cho-
sen because it is also fit-
ting in light of two of our
main stories.

The Founders made it
clear that the rights of us
all were endangered by
an encroachment on the
rights of any one of us.

James Madison wrote
that to ensure those rights
were protected every citi-
zen “shall be an Argus to
espy and an Aegeon to
avenge” any usurpation of

ABOUT OUR HEADLINE

those rights, referring to
Argus, the Greek god with
100 eyes.

As outlined in two of
our front page stories, the
rights of our most vulner-
able have been put at risk
by a delay in government
funding to places like The
Center for Discovery, and
another story relates how
the rights of a group cel-
ebrating Juneteenth and
Trans pride were abridged
by a vicious hacker or
hackers disrupting their
peaceful virtual assembly.

At The Hurleyville
Sentinel, we strive to be—
and urge every citizen to
be-- “an Argus to espy” in
looking out for the rights
of all of us and each of us.

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Hurleyville United Methodist Church remains closed for
the time being.

July 8, 2020

A Project Scoping Ses-
sion will be held at a regu-
lar meeting of the Town of
Thompson Planning Board.
Comments from the pub-
lic will be accepted during
the session. Written com-
ments will be accepted until
4:30PM on July 22, 2020.
Written comments can be
sent via email...planning@
townofthompson.com.
They can also be mailed
to Planning Board, Town
of Thompson, 4052 Route
42, Monticello, New York
12701. This will be one of
the last opportunities for the
public to make comments on
the environmental impact of
this proposed mega-project.

Sizable participation
by the general public...
whether during the meet-
ing and or by the submis-
sion of written comments. ..
will serve to demonstrate
how much concern there
is in our community about
this  development being
built.

Based upon notices and
health advisories issued by
Federal, State and Local
officials related to the CO-
VID-19 virus, the meeting
may be required to be held
via videoconferencing or
telephone rather than in per-
son.

The scoping document
will be revised based on
comments received. A Final
Scoping Document will be
prepared and adopted by the
board.

The developer of the proj-
ect must schedule a new site
plan review with the board.

More reviews, permits
and approvals are needed
from the Town of Thomp-
son, Sullivan County, the
Delaware River Basin Com-
mission, the New York State
Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation, the New
York State Department of
Health and the US Army
Corps of Engineers.

Visit  Columbia  Hill
Neighborhood Alliance at
www.columbiahill.org  or
on Facebook to learn how
you can help to protect your
community.

Can you think of anything
worse than having your
phone die AND your brakes
‘feel funny’ all in the same
week? Welcome to my last
week of June. Many heart-
felt thanks to Sherman’s in
Loch Sheldrake and Sasha
at the Verizon Store in Lib-
erty for making these panic-
worthy events far less pain-
ful.

And a shout out to THE
NEVERSINK GENERAL
STORE for their donation
of 100 meals to the food
pantry at the Methodist
Church in Grahamsville.

Equally, I wish to thank
Judy’s Jams for the rhubarb
jelly and friends John and
Diana from Story’s Nev-
ersink Plant Company for
the stalks of rhubarb. I love
this stuff! But have only
found it once up here since |
became part of upstate NY.

As this region moves
slowly through the phases of
reopening, a few of the mu-
sic venues are gingerly test-
ing the waters. The first to
offer the very first scheduled
(to my knowledge) live mu-
sic event was CABERNET
FRANK'’S in Parksville in
late June. They have the
perfect space for doing this,
outdoors, including a large
stage which last year was
utilized exclusively for their
‘Brunch Series’ of live mu-
sic on Sundays. The tables
had been brought out from
the inside...only one picnic
table...and each was strate-
gically placed and well so-
cially distanced. The band?
Favorite, THE JOHNNY
JULES BAND (JOHNNY
JULES, DAVE D’ARCY,
BOBBIE D) joined by JIM-
MY SWEETWATER out of
New Orleans.

Let that sink in...New
Orleans. Turns out this ab-
solutely amazing harp (har-
monica) player had come
north back in January as he
with the band had a packed
performing schedule
through the end of the sum-
mer....and then the virus
hit full force. He was stuck
here. When asked how he
has coped through the lock-
down and these tenuous re-
opening times, he told me
he just tried to stay busy,
the latest project being the
painting of a friend’s house
because it gave him the
chance to be outside for a
change in the nice weather.

Those who came out that
afternoon, for the most part,
wore masks and respected
the social distancing, which
made this fraidy- cat feel
far more comfortable. I did
chat with fellow attendees,
and found that they, like me,
KNEW that owners Wade

JOIN OUR TEA-

Become part of a dynamic group of
professionals at the nation’s premier
specialty center for children and adults

with complex and chronic disabilities,

medical frailties and autism.

THE CENTER FOR DISCOVERY

Human Resources Department
31 Holmes Road | Monticello, NY 12701

(845) 707-8301

Openings currently available

Residential Associates
Teacher Assistants

Summer Teacher Assistants
Registered Nurses
Occupational Therapists
Physical therapists

Speech Language Pathologists
Cooks

APPLY ONLINE: thecenterfordiscovery.org

and R.J. would do the right
thing for their safety which
reduced their own anxiety
in venturing out.

Another venue [ visited
was the very first sched-
uled Open Mic in Sullivan
County at HEARTBEAT
MUSIC HALL OF GRA-
HAMSVILLE, also in late
June. This was what I con-
sider to be a ‘soft opening,’
as it was not so much for
an audience, since it is an
indoor venue, but more for
those musicians just itch-
ing to play live with other
musicians. This stage too,
has ample room for up to
five people to stand and
one drummer on a drum kit
while observing the rules of
distancing.

One could see immedi-
ately upon entering that
they, too had been hard at
work, beginning to organize
the floor space to observe
social distancing. As I said
before, this night was not
really for an audience so
only a few tables were set
up against one wall and an
antique church pew against
the other.

All in all, seven showed
up to perform. And, because
an open mic is just that:
‘open,’ one singer was WAY
too loud, slightly off key and
tempo at times, which made

PHOTO BY JANE HARRISON
Open Mic at HEARTBEAT MUSIC HALL OF GRAHAMSVILLE
in late June.

a Patsy Cline song sound
more like heavy metal. This
was no damper, however, as
the joy and the enthusiasm
of the musicians at being
on stage was palpable and
infectious. 1 found myself
readying to leave then real-
izing that it was the end of
the night!

The owners of each of
these venues are as obses-
sive about tracking the virus
in Sullivan County as I am.
This is one of the reasons I
ventured out. They are fully
prepared to close up tight
again, if they feel it is be-
coming unsafe again.

Other venues have chosen
to remain closed or not open
at all. The flood of people
from downstate coming
into the area, the non-mask-
ers, major slowdown in
testing, and yes, the influx
of snow birds is all worry-
ing. BETHEL WOODS has
cancelled its season. THE
ROCK HILL MUSIC SE-
RIES is cancelled for the
summer. Bars and restau-
rants in the area that usually
offer live music in their in-
door settings for their diners
and drinkers are still on the
fence.

Its going to be a very
strange summer.

Until next time....
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RESOURCES AND ONLINE EVENTS

STAY STRONG,
UPDATES _ ONLINE

MAKE ART
HURL EY VILLEARTSCENTRE.ORG

Never have we felt more committed to our mission
of bringing world-class art to our communities in
the Catskills and Hudson Valley.

Art uplifts. Art provides relief. Art connects us.
Art makes life better.

We are working every day to create meaningful
online programs and resources.

Our weekly series: Art on Art provides intimate
studio tours with acclaimed visual artists.

And now, come to Hurleyville to view the
windows of Gallery222 to see local artists
display their work for all to see.

Plus, find movement workshops and
unique musical performances
updated regularly on our website.

From our families to yours, we hope you remain well.
Stay strong and make art!

Dara, Ellyane, Erin, Janet, Michael, and Tal
The Hurleyville Performing Arts Centre

Please visit our website for our complete resource guide,
brand new exclusive content & streaming schedule
to keep you engaged, inspired and motivated.

www.hurleyvilleartscentre.org

@hurleyvilleartscentre
Post your creative endeavors to Instagram and tag us & use hashtag

#StayStrongMakeArt

We will be showcasing some of our favorite pieces
and planning some great events for the future.

Hurleyville Performing Arts Centre / 219 Main St., Hurleyville, NY / 845-693-4119
The Hurleyville Performing Aris Centreis a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.
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PIVOTING, PROTOTYPING AND PRODUCING
THINC Pioneers New Types of Personal Protection

by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE - Re-
opening public places re-
quires all of us to move for-
ward together by practicing
social distancing and other
daily habits to reduce our
risk of exposure to the vi-
rus that causes COVID-19.
A return to public spaces,
schools and places of work
will require protection

for employees, students,
guests, and customers. So-
cial distancing, masks and
sneeze guards will be joined
by separation screens, desk
guards and partitions, as
well as clear barrier shields
to provide an additional
level of safety in reducing
the spread of germs.

When schools begin to
open, the in-person spe-
cial education settings at

PHOTO BY DENISE SULLIVAN
The THINC crew has been busy innovating new forms of
PPE, such as a face mask with a window.

The Center for Discovery
(TCFD) will require cre-
ative protection for staff
and students, addressing
the need for adaptabil-
ity, safety, and durabil-
ity. While TCFD educators
wrangle with the planning
and logistics of reopening
school and therapy spaces,
THINC has been busy de-
signing and reimagining
the typical personal protec-
tive barrier, re-designing
the face shield, and sewing
masks that include a clear
vinyl panel.

Design thinking is alive
and well at THINC, and
several barrier prototypes
have been created quickly
while gathering informa-
tion about materials that
can be safely used to pro-
vide barrier protection. Ja-
son Kean, THINC Director
of Innovation, and Mark
McNamara, Design and
Fabrication Coordinator at
THINC, have been tasked
with redesigning the typical
barriers that might be seen
in a municipal building or a
grocery store.

Barriers for service coun-
tertops and tabletops are
typically made from plexi-

glass and are free standing
or permanently attached to
ceilings or counters. TCFD
needs modular barriers
specifically designed for
the populations they edu-
cate and serve. The THINC
team, along with Sam Rose,
designed a tabletop barrier
as an adjustable unit that al-
lows for a table to be divid-
ed in to 2, 3 or 4 sections.
It is made from PETG,
which stands for polyeth-
ylene terephthalate glycol.
It is durable, shatterproof
and non-flammable, un-
like plexiglass. It also
won’t tear or crack. Adding
clamp-like grips that are
easy to adjust, the barrier
becomes customizable to
each table and easy to use
for therapists and teaching
staff working with special
needs children.

Mask  production at
THINC and in the Re-
hab Tech department was
a whirlwind during the
spring, with a crack team
of sewers and assemblers
from all over the TCFD or-
ganization. The signature
orange masks have been
seen on people all over Sul-
livan County! But standard

face masks are a barrier to
accessibility, making lip
reading impossible in the
hospital, the grocery stores,
and other essential busi-
nesses. In addition, Deaf
and hard of hearing people
rely on facial expressions to
communicate, so blocking
half of your face removes
a crucial source of infor-
mation. So, a new iteration
of the mask is now in pro-
duction. It has a large vinyl
insert, like a window, that
allows a person’s mouth to
be seen.

While this can be useful
for anyone who communi-
cates with facial expression
and visual cues like smiling
or frowning, it will be par-
ticularly helpful for TCFD
speech therapists and other
staff members who work
with children and adults
who are hearing impaired,
as well as those who are
learning to improve their
overall communication.
There is nothing like a
big smile to communicate
friendliness and compas-
sion! The mask construc-
tion process is a bit longer
and more complicated with
this critical addition. Molly

Berhardsen, a Recreation
Specialist, is working dili-
gently at THINC to create
clean, straight lines around
the windows of vinyl, while
making sure seams are
sewn in a way that allow
the masks to hold together
after repeated washings.

After receiving feedback
from TCFD staff wearing
face shields daily, a new
shorter version of the shield
went into production in the
last month at THINC. It
allows more safe airflow
around the face, and, worn
with a cloth mask, affords
the same personal eye pro-
tection. While it would not
be used in a medical hos-
pital setting, the new short
shield is being employed at
TCFD, as well as in a few
community settings.

A few other pandemic
related devices are in the
works, one of which will
help new trainees with so-
cial distancing. The world
continues to change as we
go through phases of re-
opening, but the work of
empathy, defining prob-
lems, ideation, prototyp-
ing and testing continues at
THINC.

County Reorganizes Administrative Staff
$1.2 Million in Predicted Savings

MONTICELLO - Sulli-
van County legislators have
approved County Manager
Josh Potosek’s proposed re-
structuring of County gov-
ernment.

“Coronavirus has insti-
tuted a harsh reality: we are
losing millions of dollars
in revenue every month,”
Legislature Chairman Rob-
ert Doherty said. “The only
responsible option is to seek
cost savings wherever and
whenever we can, and this
reorganization — plus a range
of expense reductions — will
save County taxpayers more
than $1.2 million (net) every
year.”

“I worked very hard to
avoid deep program and per-
sonnel cuts in this proposal,
and I’m grateful the Legisla-
ture recognized that through
its approval,” Mr. Potosek
said. “We have to seek oper-
ational efficiencies like nev-
er before, providing services
with far less resources.”

In the days and weeks
ahead, the restructuring plan
will:

* Put the Real Property

Tax Services Department

under the Office of the

County Treasurer

* Transfer the GIS Coordi-

nator position to the Divi-

sion of Information Tech-

nology Services (ITS)
§ Saves nearly $313,000

* Put the Risk Manage-

ment Department and the

Human Rights Commis-

sion Executive Director

position under the Divi-

sion of Human Resources

* The Human Rights Com-

mission is being reorga-

nized under a separate lo-
cal law next month, and
until its structure is settled,
the Executive Director po-
sition will remain vacant

§ Saves nearly $426,000

* Abolish the Division of
Management & Budget
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* Transfer Payroll Coor-
dinator/Software Support
Tech to Division of ITS as
Client Support Tech II
 Shift Payroll Clerks to
newly formed Office of
Budget
* Move Purchasing De-
partment under County
Manager’s Office

§ Saves more than $172,000
* Abolish full-time Deputy
County Manager position
* Deputy County Manager
will become statutorily-
required Social Services
Commissioner
* Deputy County Manager
position will be active only
when County Manager is
unable or unavailable to
serve

§ Saves nearly $122,000
The County has also identi-

fied approximately $400,000

in savings unrelated to the

restructuring.
For example, trainings

and conferences that require

travel are cancelled for the
time being, and some train-
ing is being done online
at no cost to participants.
Contracts for psychologi-
cal services, resident assis-
tant services, summer camp
transportation,  afterschool
programs and more have
been reduced, and the Center
for Workforce Development
is realigning its funding to
maximize State and Federal
reimbursements. Addition-
ally, the Department of Fam-
ily Services has realigned
certain funding streams, and
veterans outreach (market-
ing and home visits, for ex-
ample) has been reduced,
along with mileage, uni-
forms, training and supplies
for the Bureau of EMS.

Also, management staff
making over $100,000 a year
will see a mandatory 4% pay
cut through the end of 2020,
with the County Manager
taking an 8% cut. Staff mak-
ing less than $100,000 an-
nually can volunteer to take
a 4% pay cut as well. The
salary reductions will save
at least $50,000, and every
elected County official — in-
cluding all nine legislators —
is voluntarily taking the pay
cut.

“Lean times require lean
operations,” explained Mr.
Potosek, “and taxpayers
should anticipate further
cost-saving measures in the
weeks to come.”

Metzger Telehealth Insurance Bill

Signed into Law
Expands Insurance Reimbursements
by Authorizing Audio-Only Communication

ALBANY — Governor An-
drew Cuomo has signed into
law Senator Jen Metzger’s
bill (S8416) to include audio-
only services in the definition
of telemedicine, allowing
New Yorkers without broad-
band service, a computer,
or smartphone to receive af-
fordable healthcare services
remotely. Prior to the law’s
passage, public health law re-
quired both audio and video
telemedicine services in order
to be eligible for reimburse-
ment by Medicaid and the
Child Health Insurance Plan.
Thanks to the new law, phone
calls with medical profes-
sionals can also be covered to
ensure the widest possible ac-
cess to healthcare services.

“Telemedicine has not been
an option during this pandem-
ic for many people in my rural
district, and this legislation
will reduce barriers to care
for residents who lack broad-
band or do not own a com-
puter or smartphone,” Sena-
tor Metzger said. “By making
audio-only services reimburs-
able, I expect that many more
at-risk people who are worried
about exposure to COVID-19
will seek the care they need.”

The NYS School Boards
Association and NYS Psy-
chological Association both
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advocated for passage of the
bill, which was introduced in
the Assembly by Assembly
member Linda B. Rosenthal.
In the Senate, support for the
bill was nearly unanimous,

and it was one of over 30 piec-
es of legislation passed to help
support New Yorkers during
the COVID-19 pandemic and
better prepare the state for fu-
ture emergencies.

Senator Metzger repre-
sents the 42nd Senate Dis-
trict, which includes all of
Sullivan County and parts of
Delaware, Orange, and Ulster
Counties. She serves as Chair
of the Agriculture Committee
and sits on the Environmen-
tal Conservation, Education,
Health, Energy and Telecom-
munications, Local Govern-
ment, Women’s Issues, Do-
mestic Animal Welfare, and
Legislative Commission on
Rural Resources Committees.

PHILIP HOLLAND
GOAWAY TRAVEL, INC.
845-353-3447
GOAWAYMORE@GMAIL.COM

YOUR TRAVEL AGENT FOR ESCORTED TOURS AND
PREMIUM/ BUSINESS/FIRST CLASS
TRAVEL AROUND THE WORLD.

MAKING TRAVEL DREAMS COME TRUE
SINCE 1982.

CALL GOAWAY, TO GETAWAY!

The Hurleyville Market is a warm and welcoming
gathering space on Main Street. Open 7 days a week,
the Market offers artisan breads, baked goods,
locally roasted coffee, specialty and organic items,

238 Main Street, Hurleyville, NY | Phone: (845) 707-8434

and a variety of handmade gifis.

PHOTO BY MARK MCNAMARA
Sam Rose models a new, short version of a face shield de-
signed and fabricated at THINC.

Out Divine Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin

As I went out one May
morning for a walk along
Cole Road, I saw, near the
Dryer Road intersection,
a piece of the road move
— a small oval, about the
size of a quarter, indistin-
guishable, but for the fact
of motion, from the black-
top, and heading south-
wards towards a grassy
shoulder. I crouched down
to investigate and there it
was: the tiniest turtle I’d
ever seen. “Well, hello,” I
said, “little Don’t-Tread-
On-Me!”

This was the season of
turtle crossings, the an-
nual migration in search
of nesting grounds and
mates. This tiny mite was
either a hatchling or some
species other than the
snapping or box variety
that commonly cross the
roads in May and June
and who are big enough
to call for careful swerv-
ing, should you be driving
when you spot one. Per-
haps it was a musk or mud
or bog or map or wood
turtle - I don’t know. I
do know it was achingly
vulnerable and gloriously
dauntless: the odds of be-
ing run over seemed so
much greater than those
of making it across.

D. H. Lawrence, in
his poem to a “Baby
Tortoise,” hailed such a
hatchling: “What a vast
inanimate it is, that you
must row against, /What
an incalculable inertia. /
Challenger, / Little Ulyss-
es, fore-runner, / No big-
ger than my thumb-nail,
/ Buon viaggio.” The
words seem even more
resonant now that we’ve
so thoroughly overlaid the
turtles’ migratory routes
with routes of our own,
making for some truly
fraught crossings. Law-
rence likely saw his own
wanderings figured in the
baby tortoise, for we’re all
en route, pitching against
the unknown, the turtles
on their roads and we on
ours, following our re-
spective callings.

The turtle’s destiny is
an expression of genetic

imperatives; ours, a fine
balance between fate and
choice, the language of
genetics and the language
of —well, language! We’re
free to choose our words
and name our destinations
and identify the means by
which we’ll arrive there.
As Americans, we live in
nation that was founded on
just such an act of naming:
“these truths,” declared by
the Founding Fathers and
deemed self-evident, “that
all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.” This notion
established the nation,
set the terms for what the
new polity had to become,
what it had to measure up
to. Its successes and fail-
ures in doing so are the
vicissitudes of its history.
This Fourth of July, 244
years on, feels as fraught
as the turtle’s crossing of
the road — and not sleepy
Cole Road either, but
some heavily trafficked
12-lane  super-highway.
How has it come to pass
that “these truths,” the
nation’s founding utter-
ance, is under assault by
the very agents appointed
and pledged to implement
and defend it? Who set us
careening on this course
under a new Gadsden
Flag, its motto revised to
“Tread On Me?” And will
we make it across? “What
a vast inanimate it is / that
you must row against...”

I stayed with the turtle
for a while, fascinated by
its persistence and slow
effort. For the Lenape,
first inhabitants of these
lands, the turtle was the
earth itself; on its shell it
carried the entire world
and kept it dry and habit-
able above the surround-
ing waters. | moved a bit
closer and held the turtle
on either side of its tiny
shell and lifted it and car-
ried it in the direction it
was headed, to the road’s
shoulder, and watched it
nestle in the grass. Little
voyager, I, too, wish you
buon viaggio.
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From the Firehouse

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-
ing for help, to fight fire
or support those that do.
We even supply all of the
gear and provide all of the
training needed, for free.
Stop by any Monday night
and find out how you can
help.

There is some sad news
coming from the firehouse.
Two members answered
their last alarm in June:
Chester “Chet” Hobby
and Honorary Chief James
“Jim’ Minarski.

Chet was a Life Member
of the fire department and
retired from the Fallsburg
Police Department. Be-
cause of the virus, visita-
tion at the funeral home
was limited. With the help
of the Fallsburg Police
Department a drive-by
of the funeral home was
done to honor Chet. Along
with the fire department
and help from the Falls-
burg Police Department,
many of the county’s po-
lice agencies were in the
procession past the family
standing on the porch at
the funeral home. Once all
of the vehicles were at the
funeral home we all got
out and gave Chet one last
salute.

Jim is an Honorary
Chief of our fire depart-
ment and a member and
Past Chief of the Graha-
msville fire department.

WHEN HIKING THIS SUMMER
THE SULLIVAN COUNTY BUREAU OF FIRE
WANTS YOU TO BE SAFE

TELL SOMEONE WHERE YOU
ARE GOING AND WHEN YOU
EXPECT TO BE BACK

Create a plan for your trip.

Include the destination, the route, when you
are starting, and when you expect to return.

Talk to someone about your plans.

Make sure the person is responsible and
trustworthy, such as a family member or good
friend, and that they will call authorities if you
do not return by the specified time.

Be as detailed as possible.

Don't just say “l| am going for a hike in Golden
Ears”. Tell them which trail and be specific.
The wilderness is big.

oAy

He was a Deputy Fire Co-
ordinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire for
26 years before retiring.
He was known as BC-3
and his wife Sweetie as
BC-3%. I had the honor of
being appointed to replace
Jim upon his retirement.
Jim was active in all as-
pects of firematics and was
well-respected in the fire
service. As of this writing,
the funeral arrangements
have not yet been released.

May both Chet and Jim
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rest in peace.

Call volume has in-
creased dramatically since
our last column. There
have been a number of
water rescues on the river,
and there has been one
drowning. We have seen
an increase of calls for lost
hikers that need to be res-
cued. The number of acti-
vated alarms is also begin-
ning to rise. Even though it
has greened up out there it
has gotten dry and we have
had a number of brush-

fires. There were a number
of ATV accidents involv-
ing rescue calls. Sadly
there have been a number
of pedestrians struck by
vehicles. All of this is hap-
pening before the summer
season has even started.

Finally, some friendly
reminders as we start the
summer season:

Make sure your grill is
far enough away from the
house so you don’t scorch
the side or set it on fire.

Wear a life jacket on the
water when boating, espe-
cially on the river.

When hiking make sure
you are prepared, good
footwear, let someone
know where you are go-
ing and when you will be
back.

Wear a helmet when rid-
ing an ATV

Be cautious of a fast de-
veloping thunder storm
and take cover.

Be safe on the Fourth
of July and leave the fire-
works to the experts.

Summer is the time to
have fun. As a tourist des-
tination our County’s pop-
ulation will continue to
grow the next few weeks.
More people will mean in-
creased incidents for emer-
gency services to handle.
Give us a break and when
you see a blue light when
it is safe for you do so pull
over and let us by.

BE SAFE OUT THERE!

Temple Sholom to Host

Z.oom Concert—From Stage to Piano Bar

MONTICELLO-- On
Saturday, July 11, Temple
Sholom is hosting a musi-
cal benefit concert featuring
tenor Isaac and flautist Car-
oline Sonett-Assor. Starting
at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom, the
concert will span the histo-
ry of American songs, with
selections from the Golden
Age of Broadway as well
as modern classics by Ste-
phen Sondheim, Jason Rob-
ert Brown, and Lin Manuel
Miranda. The talented duo
will also sing favorites from
the Great American Song-
book and the Beatles, Elton
John, and Carole King. The
program will honor this piv-
otal moment for social jus-
tice by showcasing Black
composers whose music has
influenced, shaped, and in-
spired the sounds of Broad-

way, Jazz, Rock and Roll,
and Pop.

A series of fortunate co-
incidences came together
to make this event possible.
Five years ago, Rabbi Mi-
chele Medwin invited then
23-year-old Isaac Assor to
be guest cantor at Temple
Sholom’s High Holy Day
services. The congrega-
tion was blown away by his
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beautiful baritone voice and
his sweet smile. Mr. Assor
returned to sing at Temple
Sholom several times since
then, and a warm relation-
ship developed between him
and the temple. He met his
wife, the flautist Caroline
Sonett, when both were stu-
dents at Columbia Univer-
sity. Mr. Assor invited Rabbi
Medwin to officiate at their
wedding last year.

After completing his Mas-
ter’s degree at the Eastman
School of Music, Isaac Son-

ett-Assor became a cantorial
student at the Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of
Religion. His wife, Caro-
line, who received a doctoral
degree in flute performance
and literature from the East-
man School of Music, is
currently an adviser for un-
dergraduates at the New
School’s Mannes School of
Music in New York.

This benefit concert is
open to the community.
Tickets to get the unique
Zoom link to the concert are
$18.00 per person. For ques-
tions, contact Sue Kantor
at 845-798-0578 or Paula
Schroeder at 561-302-6797.

Checks can be mailed to
Temple Sholom, P.O. Box
664, Monticello, NY 12701

Forms to purchase tick-
ets are available at www.
templesholomny.org. Only
people who have purchased
a ticket will be admitted to
the Zoom concert.
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specialty center for children and adults

with complex and chronic disabilities,

medical frailties and autism.

THE CENTER FOR DISCOVERY
Human Resources Department
31 Holmes Road | Monticello, NY 12701

(845) 707-8301

Openings currently available

Residential Associates
Teacher Assistants

Summer Teacher Assistants
Registered Nurses
Occupational Therapists
Physical therapists

Speech Language Pathologists
Cooks

APPLY ONLINE: thecenterfordiscovery.org
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County Suffrage
Convention at Liberty
Next Tuesday

The Sullivan County
Branch of the New York
State  Women’s Suffrage
Party will hold its annual
convention in the large hall
of the Memorial Building,
Liberty on Tuesday, July
17. Mrs. Luther Payne of
Liberty and her committee
of arrangements has made
every effort to ensure a suc-
cessful convention and to
extend the hospitality of
Liberty to the delegates and
visitors from every corner
of the county and to the of-
ficers of the state and dis-
trict organizations who will
speak.

A large attendance is
expected as Suffrage en-
thusiasm in Sullivan Coun-
ty seems to be growing
phenomenally, due to the
changed attitude towards
women’s service caused by
the war and also to the ef-
ficient work of Miss Alida
Brooks of Orange County,
State Suffrage Organizer,
who has brought the num-
ber of Suffrage clubs in
Sullivan up to twenty-one,
the largest number of such
clubs in any assembly dis-
trict in the Ninth District.

Miss C W Montgom-
ery of Wurtsboro, Suffrage
leader of Sullivan County,
who will preside at the con-
vention, is working tire-
lessly for votes for women
and expects her county to
poll a good majority for
suffrage on November 6th.

Among recent activi-
ties of the county suffrag-
ists is the efficient help they
gave in taking the State
Military Census. 151 vol-
unteer women enumera-
tors mustered by the county
Suffrage Party, worked in
37 election districts. Every-
where, the county suffrag-
ists are working in gardens
and kitchens to produce
and preserve additional
food supply. It is reported
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After decades of struggle, women won the right to vote in
New York State in 1917 and nationally in 1920.

that one of the Sullivan
Suffragists tends a post of-
fice, house and garden and
has knitted seven sweat-
ers and five pairs of wrist-
lets for the soldiers. Mrs.
Merceine Skinner, whose
husband is on the Men’s
Advisory Board of the New
York State Women’s Suf-
frage Party, and her com-
mittee made the second an-
nual ball of the Wurtsboro
Suffrage Club the greatest
social event of the county
as well as a financial suc-
cess. Centerville has also
given a successful suffrage
ball recently.

July 18, 1917
Local and Personal Items

The Women’s Political
Club was organized in Hur-
leyville Saturday afternoon
at the home of Mrs. Leslie
H Prince, by Miss Alida
Brooks of Montgomery,
organizer of the Women
Suffrage Clubs of Sullivan
County. The following of-
ficers were elected: Mrs.
Will. M. Prince, President;
Mrs. Leslie H. Prince, Vice
President; Mrs. Minnie
Knapp, Secretary and Trea-
surer.

July 2, 1937
Jury Lists for
Town of Fallsburgh May

Also Include Women

Women may serve as

jurors in Sullivan County
during the ensuing year if
the Town of Fallsburgh can
clear up questions relating
to eligibility. Mortimer Mi-
chaels, Town Clerk, stated
that an attempt would be
made to include women
when the jury list is pre-
pared sometime during the
week of July fifth. Conver-
sations he had had with the
Town Supervisor and tax
assessors, who will prepare
the list with the Town Clerk
indicated all in favor of the
effort, he said.

No other town in Sulli-
van County has expressed
desire or intention to put
women on the jury list.

[New York State adopted
legislation allowing wom-
en to serve on trial juries ef-
fective September 1, 1937.]

Car Kills Man Walk-
ing on Road; Driver Not
Held

Gabriel Amuck, sixty,
was killed at eleven o’clock
Monday night on the Falls-
burgh-Woodbourne Road
just within the village
limits of South Fallsburg
when he was struck by a
sedan owned and oper-
ated by Seymour Levine
of the Bronx. Witnesses
said Amuck, apparently in-
toxicated, was walking in a
northward direction away
from the village in the cen-
ter of the road when the car
approached him, traveling
southward.

Levine, in a vain effort
to avoid hitting the man,
swerved sharply to the
right and ran off the road.
The car hit a tree and the
driver was bruised and cut
on the left arm. The acci-
dent victim was employed
as a handyman in a hotel in
Fallsburgh and had several
times been convicted and
fined on charges of public
intoxication, the last time
having been Sunday.

No charge has been made
against Levine.

July 9, 1937

Sullivan and Ulster Not
Included in new Hotel
Law

Summer or resort ho-
tels in Sullivan or Ulster
County will not be affected
by the new state law, ef-
fective July 1 which limits
hotel workers to a forty-
eight hour week of six
days. Charles Golembe,
president of the Mountain
Hotelmen’s Federation of
Sullivan and Ulster, said
that the law applies only
to year-round hotels in cit-
ies or villages of more than
15,000 population.

Young Democrats
of the Town of Falls-
burgh to Organize

A meeting for the or-
ganization and election
of officers of the Young
Democratic League for the
Township of Fallsburgh
will be held at the Com-
munity Center, South Falls-
burg, on Thursday evening,
July 15 at eight o’clock,
Daylight Savings Time.
This club will endeavor,
through various activities,
to enlighten the young and
embryonic voters of the po-
litical and social conditions
of our town and county, as
well as our state and nation.

The meeting will be
called to order by the Chair-
man, Postmaster William
Toohey of Hurleyville.

Fallsburg Parade Celebrates Students

FALLSBURG - Begin-
ning just after 10 a.m. on
the bright Saturday morning
of June 13, dozens of cars
filled with teachers, staff
and their families moved
slowly through the hamlets
of the Town of Fallsburg.

Along the way, students,
families and residents of
the community greeted the
caravan that included Roll-
ing V school buses brightly
decorated with signs from
teachers thanking and con-
gratulating  students for
graduating high school and
elementary school, and for
making it through a very
challenging school year.
Rolling V set up the route
to pass by as many student
residences as possible.

Also, part of the parade
were several fire trucks and
emergency vehicles from
different fire districts with
lights flashing and sirens
blaring. As the vehicles ap-
proached each group of
families, a cacophony of the
sirens created a symphony
with a hundred beeping
horns. Passengers waived
joyously back and forth
with the young and older
children waving flags and
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A bus from the parade with decorations and a thank you note from retiring BCES teacher

Leah Exner.

handmade signs thanking
their teachers for coming to
their homes.

These were their school-
houses for the past three
months.

During that time, the main
contact each group had
with each other was over
the computer in the virtual
classrooms. The horns, si-
rens and shouting seemed
to release all the pent-up
energy and bring some heal-
ing happiness with every-
one seeing each other after
weeks of quarantine.

In what appeared an ex-
tremely quick three hours,

the parading vehicles re-
turned to home base, at
the school buildings. Staff
members removed the deco-
rations from the buses. Ev-
eryone exchanged smiles,
elbow bumps and warm ap-
preciation for what they just
offered to the community
and for what they received
back from the kids, the
grateful parents, and, even
the barking dogs.
Everything moved very
smoothly thanks to the Town
of Fallsburg Police Depart-
ment and the vehicles that
welcomed the parade with
beeps and waves of their

own. With so many police
vehicles protecting intersec-
tions and directing traffic, it
seemed that dozens of new
officers were on duty, but
no, it was the same group in
a well-coordinated effort led
by Chief Simmie Williams.
When you saw him and
his men and women officers
in different hamlets at dif-
ferent times during the cara-
van, you finally realized that
they were not extra police.
They were great planners
and safely made it from one
location to the next, protect-
ing the FCSD in the vehicles
and alongside the roadways.
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In honor of Indepen-
dence Day, we present an
original story from the Up-
per Delaware River valley
region that later became
Sullivan County. This re-
gion was first settled in
the mid-18th century and
as the Revolutionary War
approached, those set-
tlers—like most on the
continent-- were forced to
choose up sides. This is a
fictional story about two of
them.

My name is Andrew
Worth and my younger
brother Morgan and I live
along the Delaware River
in New York. We are the
last surviving children of
Joseph and Rebecca Worth,
who moved here from Pres-
ton, Connecticut in 1755. 1
was just a small child then,
and Morgan wasn’t born un-
til a few years later. We’ve
been living here ever since,
at first with our parents and
two sisters. It’s been a hard
life, and we suffered many
hardships as our father, then
one of our sisters and then
the other, and finally our
mother all passed away.

It was early May of 1775,
and Morgan and I had just
finished lashing together
a large timber raft to float
downriver to Philadelphia
the next morning. The raft

was made up of ten of the
finest pine trees you’d ever
see, each one about sixty
feet in length, stout and
straight. That’s been our
business for a few years
now, rafting the timber
down to the ship builders
in Philadelphia, where they
are used as masts on the
great sailing ships. The trip
takes a few days, depending
on the flow of the river, and
we have been getting five
Pounds per mast, a bit more
than the going rate because
our timber is the best on the
market.

It had been dark for
about an hour and we had
just turned in for the night
when I heard Boson, our
big black dog, barking. It
wasn’t particularly unusu-
al for him to bark at night
with all the deer and other
animals around, but this
barking was different, and
I finally decided I needed
to get up and look around.
Morgan heard me get up,
and grabbed his musket and
joined me.

As soon as | opened the
door, Boson bolted out, then
stopped suddenly and be-
gan barking even more ur-
gently. By the faint light of
the moon, I could just make
out some kind of shape on
the ground where he stood,

and I hurried over. It was a
man.

I turned him over, and
could tell right away from
his clothing that he was a
man of means. I could not
make out any details, but
that was obvious just from
what I could see. He was
breathing, but shallowly,
and Morgan and I picked
him up and got him into
the house. Morgan spread
a blanket out in front of
the hearth, and stoked the
fire to get it started again. |
tried to lower the man to the
blanket as gently as I could.

As the fire began to build,
Morgan lit a couple of can-
dles and I got a better look
at the man. He looked to be
about forty years old, and
his clothes were finer than
any I had ever seen, but
they were tattered in plac-
es. We checked him over
quickly and found no signs
of bleeding, so I removed
his hat and put a cold cloth
on his forehead. It wasn’t
long before he began to stir,
and within minutes he was
sitting up. Morgan offered
him some water.

“Where am 1?7 he asked
as soon as he had swal-
lowed.

“You’re in Cushetunk,”
Morgan answered. “Who
are you and what happened
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Like many men in the upper Delaware, Andrew and Morgan Worth made their living raft-
ing timber to the shipyards in Philadelphia.

to you?”

“My name is McDou-
gall,” he said slowly. “Who
are you?”

“We live here,” I said cau-
tiously. “I’'m Andrew, and
this is my brother, Morgan.”

The man was silent for a
moment, and seemed to be
taking in his surroundings.
Then he fixed his gaze first
on Morgan and then on me.
It made me uncomfortable.
Finally, I spoke.

“Might I ask how you
happened to be collapsed in
front of our house, out here
in the middle of nowhere,
dressed like that?”

A SUMMER WHEN EVERYONE CAN SEE THE DIFFERENCE

by Litt R. Plucker

HURLEYVLLE — There

are two opposing realities
of litter.

If there is only one piece
along a longish part of
your travels, it stands out
as much as fireworks on
the Fourth of July. This is
especially true when all the
trees and colorful varia-
tions of plants are crossing
your eyes as you walk or
ride by. That ONE piece
of litter can take away all
of the joy, make you mad
(“who would DO that???”
you snarl), and make you
vow to stop and pick it up-
the next time you are pass-
ing by there again. You
talk about it to family and
friends.

The second reality of lit-
ter: if you are passing by
the exact same place and

there are all kinds of lit-
ter- paper, cardboard, tires,
dead snakes and turtles,
house siding, roofing tiles,
food and drink contain-
ers, clothing, broken tools
and garbage bags (Yes,

GARBAGE BAGS- full
of stuff that people knew
should be gathered up and
put out to be taken away,
but left in your beautiful
path), broken toys, medi-
cine containers, letters,
credit cards, and objects
which may have once had
a name, but now do not.
Instead of making you as
angry as one lonely piece
of litter on your route, your
brain turns OFF and you
no longer see what covers
your gorgeous home area!

You don’t think about it,
and you don’t talk about
it nearly as much as that
lonely litter. It is its own
sorry neighborhood, and
it is both the fault of that
darn piece of litter itself,
and the friends it has in the
neighborhood who don’t
want to make it feel sad
and worthless by hiding it
away like a piece of...(fill
in the blank).

This twisted conun-
drum is a pandemic of its
own; a non-viral highly
contagious relaxation of
simple well-being prac-

tices that can cure local
outbreaks of brain and
body malfunctions that al-
low a place that you love
to become...UGLY. It
can ruin beauty, food, ap-
preciation of others, plan-
ning ahead to use the land
around you for community
wants and needs that im-
prove life for everybody...
EVERYBODY! It is all
more ignored by allegedly
good-citizen types than the
misplaced singularity of
the lonely piece of litter.

The other pandemic-- the
COVID pandemic-- has
slowed us down and iso-
lated our movements. We
have more time to slowly
look around and appreciate
everything wonderful that
is here, and perhaps even
work on a cure.

The focus on our health,
and enough asocial and
uninteresting time to slow
down our movements and
observations, allows us
to visualize and treat this
awful pandemic. Not ev-
ery piece of litter will be
cured...but it can end up in

a better place, and what it
leaves in its place can lead
to better health for every
person, creature, and natu-
ral piece of beauty around
us. You can do this- and
you will be proud!

Of course, there are more
precautions now than ever
before, due to that other
pandemic. Wear dispos-
able or washable gloves.
Get a litter-plucking tool
for longer reaches. Have
bags that will hold a good
amount, but don’t get so
heavy you can’t carry them
when they’re full. Wear
your mask. Wash up be-
fore and after. Divide up
your area with others so
all keep aware of prog-
ress. Wave when you pass
people cleaning up litter.
Notice that you are getting
exercise: It’s a two-fer on
those days when a one-fer
just doesn’t cut it.

Then pass along your
route- the route you were
ignoring- again. The smile
you feel will be totally de-
served and genuine.

TWO FALLSBURG HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS EARN

FALLSBURG - Ethan
Mednick and Amanda Zeno,
graduating seniors at Falls-
burg High School, have been
named the 2020 recipients of
the Marion and Philip Salon
Memorial Scholarship Award.

Ethan and Amanda will
each receive $1,000 toward
their first year of post-second-
ary studies.

Ethan is the son of Shari
and Michael Mednick of
Rock Hill. He plans to study
this fall at SUNY Potsdam’s
Crane School of Music. He
was selected as a scholarship
recipient for his strong aca-
demic record (7th in his grad-
uating class) and his commit-
ment to volunteer service as
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Ethan Mednick

president of LEO Club and in
supporting children’s music
programs at the Nesin Cultur-
al Arts Center in Monticello.
Ethan is the third member
of his family to receive the

Salon Memorial Scholarship,
joining his brothers Logan
and Justin.

Amanda is the daughter
of Maria and James Zeno of
South Fallsburg. She is the
valedictorian of her class. She
was selected for her persis-
tence in battling a serious per-
sonal health issue while con-
tinuing her academic studies.
Amanda will attend Marist
College this fall.

The scholarship, which is
named in memory of two life-
long Hurleyville residents, is
designated annually for one
or more graduating seniors at
Fallsburg Central School who
has made a serious commit-
ment to service in ways that

2020 SALON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

benefit the community and
its citizens or have overcome
a significant personal chal-
lenge.

The annual Salon scholar-
ship is funded by the chil-
dren and relatives of Marion
and Phil Salon, whose two
children, Shep and Rebecca,
graduated from Fallsburg
Central High School in the
1960s.

Marion and Phil Salon were
the owners and operators of a
bungalow colony and Salon’s
Corners, a convenience store,
over a 40-year period. Mr.
Salon served for 24 years on
the Board of Education of the
Fallsburg Central Schools.

The man took a deep
breath before speaking.

“Obviously I don’t know
you boys, but it appears |
have no choice but to trust
you. I live in New York, but
I own property in Albany
County, and I was there
inspecting it when word
reached me that [ was need-
ed in Philadelphia. I was on
my way there—it is urgent
that I get there in the next
few days—and I was am-
bushed just east of here sev-
eral miles. There are men
pursuing me, that is why I
didn’t simply travel down
the Hudson back home

and from there to Philadel-
phia, so I had to cover a lot
of ground fast, and some
of it was rough country. I
thought if I could get to the
Delaware, I would be all
right.”

“Men after you? Why?”
Morgan asked.

“Do either of you have
any idea what is going on in
Boston right now?”

Morgan and I looked at
each other. We made a two
or three trips to Philadel-
phia each year, and had just
returned from one. Other
raftsmen had told us they
wouldn’t be making any
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An Original Story by John Conway

more trips for a while be-
cause the tension between
Massachusetts and England
had already reached the
point of a shooting war in
Lexington and Concord and
it was becoming too dan-
gerous to be on the river,
even this far west.

“No,” I answered before
Morgan could, deciding
not to reveal too much right
then.

“I am on my way to Phil-
adelphia for the Continen-
tal Congress,” McDougall
said. “There is consider-
able talk of independence,
of breaking away from
England completely. New
York’s representatives are
not necessarily supportive
of that notion, and I am go-
ing there to try to convince
them.”

“Hold on a second,” Mor-
gan blurted out. “You’re on
your way to Philadelphia,
and you just happened to
end up here, where we’re
fixing to take our raft down-
river tomorrow? That’s
quite a coincidence!”

“No, it’s not,” McDou-
gall said. “I came upon
some men in their fields this
morning. They offered me
some cornbread to eat and
a swallow of pumpkin ale.
We talked for short while,
and they told me about you

boys. They said you were
the only ones still rafting
timber on the river, that ev-
eryone else had given up
because it had become too
dangerous. They directed
me here.”

“So you’d like to hitch a
ride?” I asked.

“I will certainly be will-
ing to pay you,” he said.
“And I can help you with
the raft.”

“You’re going to help
us with the raft?” Morgan
said, eyeing the man’s fine,
though tattered, clothes.

“P’ll have you know, I
spent many years at sea,
and worked on many differ-
ent kinds of ships” he said
indignantly.

“Well, the river ain’t no
sea, and the raft ain’t no
ship,” Morgan said.

“If you can pay, you can
ride,” I finally said. “Looks
like we’ve got ourselves a
passenger.”

Read the next chapter in
our story in next month’s
edition. Alexander McDou-
gall was an actual figure in
New York State history and
one of the state’s represen-
tatives to the Continental
Congress. The characters
of Andrew and Morgan
Worth are fictitious, as are
the events depicted in the
story.

CIVIL AIR PATROL HELPS DISTRIBUTE FOOD

MONTICELLO - The
temperature was nearing
80° in Monticello as a June
morning gave way to after-
noon. Eight Civil Air Patrol
(CAP) members assembled
to help disburse food to
families in crisis during the
pandemic.

The distribution was held
in the parking lot of Ac-
tion Toward Independence
(ATT) who partnered with
the Ulster County Commu-
nity Action Committee (UC-
CAC). Both organizations
are non-profits with mis-
sions to help people in need.

Four Cadets and two Of-
ficers from CAP’s Sullivan
County Cadet Squadron
were joined by a Cadet and
an Officer from the Orange
County Cadet Squadron.
They started by setting up ta-
bles and pop-up tents. Then
they unloaded a box truck
full of food, and broke down
the bulk food into shopping
bags. The shopping bags
were loaded into the back
of a long parade of cars for
families in need.

Over a 2.5 hour day, about
85 families were provided
with enough supplies to pre-
pare about 680 meals. When
the cadets were done, they
broke down the tables and
tents and cleaned up any lit-
ter leaving the parking lot
better than when they ar-
rived.

Greg Howard, Executive
Director for the UCCAC
said, “[O]ur food distribu-
tions...help the community
by offering free produce
and food to those in need or
requiring assistance. Over
12,000 pounds of food get
moved each month to serve
the Sullivan County com-
munities.”

Second Lieutenant Wal-
ly Pishtey, CAP’s Officer
in Charge at the site said,
“Hearing how appreciative
and grateful the people were
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Civil Air Patrol Cadets worked with Action Toward Indepen-
dence of Monticello and Ulster County Community Action
Committee to helped distribute food to those in need.

to receive the food really
made it a rewarding mis-
sion.”

Cadet Senior Airman Ja-
son Edwards Jr. helped out
at the food distribution. He
also went to Carbondale,
PA two days before to help
out there. He said, “I enjoy
these missions because I get
to serve my community and
help people.”

He also commented, “The
social distancing that we
have experienced lately has
been hard for everyone. It
was nice to see the other Ca-
dets and reconnect.”

Make Sure You're Counted

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Federal funders use Census data
to decide where to send dollars
for programs like school lunches,
families in need, and health clinics.
Completing your Census form helps
make sure that hungry kids get fed,
a struggling family survives a crisis,
and a neighbor gets treatment they

couldn’t afford.

PAVING THE WAY
Road, bridge, and other transportation
projects are planned and funded with
Census data-in 2015, the USDOT
distributed $38 billion-much of it is
based on the Census. And, it's not
just the Federal projects. Many states
rely on the figures to target gasoline
tax revenues to areas where they are

most needed.

A SAFE BET
When you call 911, chances are the
dispatcher’s map is based on the last
Census. When floods, hurricanes,
earthquakes, disease, and other
disasters strike, the Census tells
emergency services how many
people will need their help, where
to find them, and direct the flow of
relief funding.

IT MAKES CENSUS & IT'S EASY

MAIL
Should you get your
questionnaire in the mail, fill it
out and send it back

FOR QUESTIONS: Census.gov

HELP SPREAD THE WORD 0 G @

PHONE
Call 844-330-2020,
7 AM-2 AM.

EVERYONE
COUNTS!

IN SULLIVAN COUNTY

CENSUS 2020

ONLINE
Visit my2020census.gov
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SENTINEL SPORTS

SUNY SULLIVAN GETS GO-AF

by Win Hadley

CHARLOTTE, NC — As
the 2020-21 academic and
athletic year approaches,
the National Junior College
Athletic Association has re-
leased a plan of action for
the fall and winter sports
seasons in response to CO-
VID-19. The NJCAA has
also issued a list of safety
protocol recommendations
for member colleges during
regular season competition
and championship events.
SUNY Sullivan is a mem-
ber of the NJCAA’s Region
XV.

Fall 2020 Sports Season

At this time, the NJCAA
will proceed with fall cham-
pionship sports, beginning
practice and competition
as planned. For the follow-

ing sports, the start date for
practice will be August 1,
and the first competition
date will be August 20:
Men’s and Women’s Cross
Country, Football, Men’s
and Women’s Half Mara-
thon, Men’s and Women’s

Soccer, Women’s Tennis
(Division III), Court Vol-
leyball.

Fall 2020 Championships
The NJCAA has evalu-

ated the championship lo-
cations for the 2020-21
academic year in regard
to student-athlete health
and safety. Due to grow-
ing travel concerns and lo-
cal re-opening regulations,
the NJCAA is seeking new
locations for the following
championships:  Division
III Men’s Soccer Champi-
onship, Division III Wom-

en’s Soccer Championship,
Division III Men’s and
Women’s Cross Country
Championships, Men’s and
Women’s Half Marathon
Championships.

Originally scheduled for
November 16-21, the 2020
NJCAA Division I Wom-
en’s Soccer Championship
in Evans, GA will now be
held from November 18-23.
The change comes due to
conflicts with the resched-
uled 2020 Masters Tourna-
ment in Augusta, GA.

Fall 2020
Non-Championship Sports

To allow member colleg-
es adequate time for proper
health and safety precau-
tions as student-athletes
return to campus, the NJ-
CAA will condense the fall
non-championship season

JUNIOR COLLEGE
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION

for the following sports:
Baseball, Beach Volley-
ball, Men’s and Women’s
Golf, Men’s and Women’s
Lacrosse, Softball, Tennis
(Division I Women'’s, Divi-
sion I Men’s, Division III
Men’s).

All fall non-champion-
ship sports will be permit-
ted to begin fall practice
starting August 31. Fall
competition will be permit-
ted to begin starting Sep-

tember 5 and concluding
October 31.
Winter 2020-21 Sports
Season
With growing uncertainty
and the possibility of a sec-
ond wave of COVID-19
later this year, the following
changes have been made:
e The 2020-21 Men’s
and Women’s Basketball
seasons will be permitted
to begin practice starting
September 14. Competi-

tion will be permitted to
begin starting October
16. All member colleges
are encouraged to adjust
schedules as needed to
limit competition be-
tween the Thanksgiving
holiday and January 1,
2021.

* The 2020-21 Wrestling
season has been altered
to protect the best inter-
est for student-athlete
health and safety. Wres-
tling programs will be
permitted to hold fall
practice starting October
I, concluding October
31. Regular season prac-
tice will be permitted to
begin starting January
1, 2021. Competition
will be permitted to be-
gin starting January 20,
2021. The 2021 NJCAA

BACK ON TRACK

EAD FOR FALL SPORTS — WITH MODIFICATIONS

Wrestling Championship
will be held April 23-24
at the Mid-America Cen-
ter in Council Bluffs, TA.
* The 2020-21 Men’s
and Women’s Bowling,
Men’s and Women’s
Swimming & Diving,
and Men’s and Women’s
Indoor Track & Field
seasons will be permitted
to begin practice start-
ing October 1. Competi-
tion will be permitted to
begin starting October
30. All member colleges
are encouraged to adjust
schedules as needed to
limit competition be-
tween the Thanksgiving
holiday and January 1,
2021.

Spring 2021 Sports Season
At this time, the NJCAA

will proceed with spring

championship sports be-
ginning practice and com-
petition as planned. As the
spring season approaches,
the NJCAA will provide
additional guidance on any
possible changes as neces-
sary.
Student-Athlete
Return to Campus

For the 2020-21 academ-
ic year, NJCAA member
schools will be permitted to
open dorms to all student-
athletes (fall, winter, spring
sports) beginning July 18.
The accelerated move-in
date will allow member
colleges to institute a 14-
day quarantine period for
student-athletes and imple-
ment extra safety precau-
tions as necessary prior to
the August 1 start date for
fall practice.

Sullivan 180 Launches Training Program

Fundraiser is Dubbed “Coach to 5K”

LIBERTY - Sullivan
180 has announced a new
concept it is calling Coach
to 5K, a virtual walk/run
race and 8-week training
program, open to all Sulli-
van County residents. The
Coach to 5K program pro-
vides all participants with
their very own coach and an
8-week 5K training plan for
both runners and walkers.

All are welcome to par-
ticipate, whether a beginner,
a veteran runner, or a fam-
ily that would like to walk
their first SK together. This
is a great time to get our
county moving! After the
8-week training period ends
participants will have a full
week (August 30 - Septem-
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ber 5) to complete their SK
- whenever, wherever they’d
like, and share their achieve-
ments with Sullivan 180 via
social media.

There is a suggested do-
nation/registration fee, and
Sullivan 180 is accepting
additional donations to help
feed local families impacted
by COVID-19. One hundred
percent of the funds raised
will go to Sullivan Allies
Leading Together (SALT) to
feed Sullivan County fami-
lies in need. Every $6 raised

CUTTING EDGE FUN

DJs - INFLATABLES

PERRY GIPS - COREY GIPS

PHOTO BOOTHS
SOUND - LIGHTS & MORE!

(845) 434-62

partymaster.us m=a

funds the purchase of a meal
for a Sullivan County resi-
dent in need, so participants
are asked to consider mak-
ing an additional donation,
if they can. There is a free
option for those who can-
not afford the suggested do-
nation/registration fee, but
would still like to participate
in the program.

Sullivan Allies Leading
Together (SALT) is adiverse
partnership of agencies and
community resources com-
mitted to working together
to improve the quality of
life for the residents of Sul-
livan County. To learn more,
please visit SALT’s website,
www.SaltCares.com.

How It Works

e Choose your donation/
registration level to support
SALT’s food distribution ef-
forts.

* Choose a coach, create
your own team, or partici-
pate solo.

* Invite friends and family to
participate.

* Begin your 8-week train-
ing on July 6th.

» Tag us using the hashtag
#S180CoachtoSK in your
photos and training updates
on Facebook (@sullivan-
180inc) and Instagram (@
sullivan_180).

* Map your race route with
the help of your coach.

* Complete your 5K walk/
run the week of August 30th
- September 5th.

* Celebrate your achieve-
ments with us on social me-
dia.
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A Fiber Arts Studio
hosting workshops
for everyone,
expanding the
Makers Movement
on Main Street.

FIBER ON MAIN

227 MAIN STREET
HURLEYVILLE NY, 12747

845.794.1400 - EXT. 6769

For registration, workshops
and events listings:

www.hurleyvillemakerslab.org

f O

Follow us on Face Book & Instagram

HEATHER QUAINTANCE

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

heather@countryhouserealty.net
C.518.382.9107
0. 845.985.5116
www.countryhouserealty.net
7991 State Route 55, Grahamsville, NY 12740
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Richard Seehausen

FineApplied

ART SERVICES

L — 4 NYC ?allery framer for over 25 years,
so in Hurleyville since 2001!

highest gallery standard custom picture framing
by appointment - your place or ours - sullivan cty / nyc

rpseehausen@gmail.com

917.692.1700
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SWIMMING SAFELY AMIDST COVID-19
CDC Issues Guidelines

by Win Hadley

HURLEYVILLE—The
Centers for Disease Control in
Atlanta, Georgia advises that
“visiting beaches, lakes, and
rivers is a good way to stay
physically active and keep
your mind and body healthy.”
And there are plenty of lakes
and rivers, big and small,
in this area to enjoy all year
around.

But things have changed in
the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic, which although
easing considerably, is still far
from over.

In light of the ongoing risks
from the virus, CDC officials
say “it is important to learn
and follow the recommen-
dations for how to protect
yourself and others from CO-
VID-19 when visiting these
and other outdoor recreational
areas.”

Specifically, the CDC web-
site lists some basic guide-
lines to follow, some of which
are unrelated to COVID-19
and others of which have been
developed in response to it:

“Spending time in natu-
ral bodies of water—like
oceans, lakes, and rivers—is
a great way to enjoy the out-
doors with family and friends.
While this can help you stay
active, it is important to know
that the water we swim, play,
wade, and relax in can also
spread germs and make you,
and those you care about,
sick,” the website reminds.

“Germs found in the water
and sand (swim area) often
come from human or animal
feces. One way germs can
be carried into swim areas
is by heavy rain. Water from
heavy rain picks up anything
it comes in contact with (for
example, feces from where
animals live) and can drain
into swim areas. These germs
can also come from humans
or animals pooping in or near
the water.

“Water contaminated with
these germs can make you
sick if you swallow it. It can

also cause an infection if you
get into the water with an open
cut or wound (especially from
a surgery or piercing).
“Taking a few simple steps
when you visit oceans, lakes,
rivers, and other natural bod-
ies of water can help protect
everyone from these germs:

“Know before you go:

* Before you head out,
check online to find out if the
swim area is currently moni-
tored, is under advisory, or has
been closed for health or safe-
ty reasons. This is especially
important after a heavy rain.

* If your body’s ability to
fight germs is already affected
by other health problems or
medicines, check with your
healthcare provider before
swimming in oceans, lakes,
rivers, and other natural bod-
ies of water.

“Stay out of the water if:
* Signs say the swim area is
closed.
° This may be due to high
levels of germs in the wa-
ter which make it unsafe
for swimming.
* The water looks cloudier
than usual, is discolored, or
smells bad. Cloudy water
can be a warning that there
are more germs in the water
than normal. Discolored or
smelly water could mean
there is a harmful algal
bloom (HAB) in the water.

o Heavy rain picks up
anything it comes in con-
tact with (for example,
human and animal feces).
This rainwater can drain
into the swim area, mak-
ing the water cloudier.

o Harmful algal blooms
in the water can make hu-
mans and animals sick.

* You see any pipes draining

into or around the water.

o Water in pipes can pick
up animal or human poop
and bring germs into the
swim area, especially
after heavy rains or rain-
falls after long periods of
drought.

* You are sick with diarrhea.
o Germs in diarrhea can
get in the water and make
other swimmers sick if
they swallow the contam-
inated water.

* You have an open cut or

wound (especially from a

surgery or piercing). If you

do go in the water while a

cut or wound is still healing,

use waterproof bandages to
completely cover
o Germs in the water
can get into open cuts or
wounds and cause infec-
tions.

“Creeks and Streams:

Creeks and streams often
contain harmful germs and
may not be monitored for
water quality. Swimming or
playing in creeks and streams
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can put you at risk for water-
borne illness or infection.

“Once you are in the swim
area:

* Don’t swallow the water.
o Water can contain germs
that can make you sick if
swallowed.

* Keep sand away from

your mouth and children’s

mouths.
o Sand can contain germs
that can make you sick if
swallowed.

* Don’t poop in the water.

® Germs in your poop can

make others sick.

* Every hour—everyone

OUT—to keep poop and

pee out of the water.
o Take kids on bathroom
breaks.
o Check diapers. If need-
ed, change them in a bath-
room or diaper-changing
area to keep germs away
from the water and sand.
°© Wash your hands for
20 seconds before eating
food, especially if you
have been playing in or
touching sand. If soap and
water are not available,
use an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer that contains at
least 60% alcohol. Hand
sanitizer might not be as
effective when hands are
visibly dirty or greasy, so
wiping sand off before us-
ing it might be helpful.”
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