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BASKETBALLSUCH SPLENDID PURPOSE

LIBERTY – Sullivan 
County Public Health Ser-
vices had always wanted a 
reserve of volunteers to call 
upon, but when the COV-
ID-19 pandemic struck, that 
long-held desire became a 
pressing need.

“As part of our response to 
the onslaught of coronavirus, 
we quickly coalesced a group 
of volunteers to aid us at our 
community clinics,” recalled 
Public Health Director Nancy 
McGraw. “They were incred-
ibly helpful during the entire 
extent of the crisis.”

As of June 2021, 354 vol-
unteers with Public Health 
Services had given 11,653 
volunteer hours, mostly at 49 
community clinics held from 
January through June. Some 
handled paperwork, others 
directed participants to the 

correct location, and some 
took on medical duties, in-
cluding dispensing vaccines. 
Thanks to the hard work of 
Sam Avrett, MPH, who as 
a Health Services Advisory 
Board member volunteered 
to coordinate this effort and 
get it off the ground during 
the mass vaccination clinics, 
the team was able to organize 
very quickly.

“Over 40 of our volunteers 
possess a medical degree or 
license, allowing them to 
work alongside our nurses 
and other skilled profession-
als,” acknowledged McGraw. 
“We even had a pharmacist 
and two dentists assisting!”

The success of the effort 
means it’s not going away. 
Sullivan County is in the 
process of applying to create 
an official Medical Reserve 

Corps through the U.S. De-
partment of Health & Human 
Services.

“With COVID-19 cases 
creeping back up around the 
nation, it’s prudent we have a 
cadre of dedicated volunteers 
ready to help Public Health 
respond to a potential in-
crease locally,” noted District 
2 Legislator Nadia Rajsz, 
chair of the Sullivan County 
Legislature’s Health & Fam-
ily Services Committee. “It’s 
also good to know that we’ll 
have hundreds of talented, 
trained locals for other health 
crises in the future. They will 
strengthen our Public Health 
team, which is the backbone 
of our response efforts.”

Everyone who is regis-
tered on the ServNY website 
with Sullivan County will be 
considered part of the Medi-

cal Reserve Corps, when it 
is officially established and 
approved by the Federal 
government. For those who 
would like to be a part of 
the Corps, go to www.sulli-
vanny.us/Departments/Pub-

lichealth/clinicvolunteer for 
details and signup instruc-
tions.

“Registration in ServNY 
is open to any health care or 
mental health professional, 
as well as laypersons who are 

willing to serve in adminis-
trative or support roles dur-
ing public health emergen-
cies,” explained McGraw. 
“I encourage anyone who’s 
over 18 and interested to put 
themselves on the list. They 
will be key to helping us in-
crease our health rankings in 
the years to come.” 

Examples of non-medical 
volunteers include greeters, 
line monitors, registration, 
inventory, data entry and lo-
gistics. To learn more, public 
health staff welcomes calls to 
(845) 292-5910, or emails at 
volunteerMRC@sullivanny.
us. 

The MRC network com-
prises more than 200,000 
volunteers in roughly 800 
community-based units 
throughout the United States 
and its territories. MRC units 

organize and utilize local 
volunteers who want to do-
nate their time and expertise 
to prepare for and respond 
to emergencies and to sup-
port ongoing preparedness 
initiatives. MRC volunteers 
include medical and public 
health professionals as well 
as other community mem-
bers without healthcare back-
grounds who want to im-
prove the health and safety of 
their communities.

Examples of activities that 
MRC volunteers participate 
in and support include the 
following:

 Emergency preparedness and 
response trainings and exercises
Emergency shelter operations 
and medical care
Disaster medical and behavioral 
health support
Medical facility surge support

Mass dispensing efforts (e.g., 
medication, water, other sup-
plies)
Disease testing and surveillance
 Community vaccination clinics
Veterinary care
Support services to disaster call 
centers, family assistance cen-
ters, and reception/evacuation 
centers
Emergency operations center 
and communications support
Patient movement support
Search and rescue operations
Disaster clean-up and recovery 
support
First aid and medical support 
during large public gatherings
Community education and out-
reach
Emergency preparedness and 
response planning, logistical, 
and administrative support
More information is avail-

able at www.phe.gov/mrc.
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COUNTY TO CREATE MEDICAL RESERVE CORPS

by John Conway

MONTICELLO – The vil-
lage of Monticello, officially 
proclaimed far and wide as 
“the Bagel Capital,” will host 
its ninth annual Bagel Festival 
on August 8, and, as usual, the 
proceedings will have a dis-
tinctive Hurleyville flavor.

That’s because one of the 
inspirations for the festival—
the brainchild of Monticello 
native Jeff Siegel—was the 
fact that Hurleyville’s Louis 
“Lebel” Wichinsky patented 
a bagel making machine in 
1968.

It took Mr. Wichinsky-- a 
Hurleyville baker and former 
aircraft mechanic the New 
York Times once described 
as strongly resembling Mel 
Brooks, another inventive 
personality with a Hurleyville 

BAGEL FESTIVAL HAS HURLEYVILLE ROOTS
Monticello’s Signature Event is August 8

NOT A PARKING SPACE TO BE HAD
Pride Day Draws Big Crowd to Hamlet

New High School Set to Explore New Technologies

PHOTO PROVIDED
County Legislator Nadia Rajsz, left, listens to volunteer Lori Ores-
tano James discuss the registration of participants in a recent 
COVID-19 vaccination clinic at SUNY Sullivan.

by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – When 
the ribbon is cut on August 
13 at the new Homestead 
Collaborative College High 
School at the former Tech-
nology Hub and Incubator 
(THINC) building at 202 
Main Street in Hurleyville, 
plans will be in place for 
students to use technol-
ogy in the building to learn 
about their new environ-
ment. 

Robert Osterhoudt, a 
teacher on the new faculty 
team at the school, will be 
leading young adolescents 
to develop both a sense of 
place and a sense of self 
by examining and explor-
ing their new surroundings. 
That goal, he says, is the 
first part of a new course in 
regenerative planetary stud-
ies that will include deep 
dives into ecological prac-
tices that improve or sus-
tain the environment, such 

as the permaculture move-
ment.  

Students will begin with 
mapping and modeling the 
environment around them, 
using technology that is 
integrated into the curricu-
lum. Geography, land sur-
veying, and topography of 
the land around them will 
naturally require kids to ap-
ply math and science that 
they have studied in their 
last few years at the Home-
stead school in Glen Spey, 
integrated with new con-
cepts related to their proj-
ects. In order to make a map 
and build a scale model of 
their surroundings, they 
will need to rely on basic 
concepts as well as new, 
deeper learning.

Mr. Osterhoudt seems to 
be the perfect guide for the 
new ninth graders as they 
embark on the learning 
journey. With a background 
in engineering and aircraft 
maintenance and manu-

facturing, he has taught at 
the college level and also 
worked at Schatz Bear-

ing Corporation, a Hudson 
Valley business that makes 
custom bearings that are 

currently in use on a Mars 
Rover in the space program. 
A Sullivan County native 

and Tri Valley graduate, Os-
terhoudt learned to fly at the 
airport in Wurtsboro, where 

he currently resides. 
Students from the Home-

stead School were regular 
visitors to their new build-
ing at 202 Main Street 
when it was the Hurleyville 
Maker’s Lab (HML). 
Eighth graders at the school 
were required to do a Mi-
cro Business project, tak-
ing a useful product from 
prototyping and develop-
ment through production 
and sales. Since the school 
hadn’t yet acquired a laser 
cutter, students traveled to 
the lab after school in order 
to complete their creations. 

The new school will pro-
vide students with access 
to the tech tools used in the 
design / build sector – 3D 
printers, computers with 
design software, and a CNC 
router. But they will also be 
immersed in the full range 
of making – using hand 
tools, woodworking, ce-
ramics and metalworking, 
with a big focus on safety, 

of course. The tools they 
use will be driven by their 
projects. And the THINC 
team, now located in Rock 
Hill, will able to consult 
with students, if needed.

This integrated approach 
to learning and making in 
a technology-rich environ-
ment is a dream come true 
for kids who like to learn 
by doing, as well as for par-
ents who want their kids to 
be prepared and excited for 
future careers. It will be ex-
citing for everyone to see 
what this group of learners 
will achieve.

While seventh, eighth 
and ninth graders will be 
schooled here in Hurleyville 
this year, tenth grade will 
be added in the next school 
year, with an additional 
grade added in each of the 
succeeding two years until 
the senior high school in-
cludes all four grades, nine 
thru 12.
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connection-- more than 20 
years of tinkering to finally 
perfect his machine, but its 
output of 600 dozen bagels 
an hour forever linked the dis-
tinctive circular pastry to Sul-
livan County.

Mr. Siegel used that con-
nection, and the fact that the 
Monticello Bagel Bakery has 
become a veritable institution 
on Broadway in the village, 
as his motivation for creating 
the first Monticello Bagel Fes-

tival in 2013. The inaugural 
event drew as estimated 5,000 
participants, and it has grown 
steadily ever since.

The Monticello Village 
Board, the Thompson Town 
Board, and both houses of the 
New York State Legislature 
have all passed resolutions 
over the years proclaiming 
Monticello as “the Bagel Cap-
ital.”

This year’s event will run 
from 9 a.m. till 4 p.m. and will 

feature more than 40 vendors 
and 30 community organiza-
tions participating. Food and 
drink vendors range from the 
obligatory Monticello Bagel 
Bakery and Grizzly Bagels 
to Spacey Tracy’s Deep Fried 
Pickles and Angelina & Adri-
anna’s Italian Ices. 

Another Hurleyville con-
nection with the Bagel Festi-
val is that Albee Bockman, a 
native and longtime business 
owner in the hamlet, will open 
the day’s activities with his 
rendition of The Star Span-
gled Banner. Various musical 
performances and other enter-
tainment continues through-
out the day, with just about 
something for everyone. All 
activities will take place on 
Broadway, which is tempo-
rarily being re-christened as 
“Bagel Boulevard.”

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
The sketch of Louis Wichinsky’s bagel ma-
chine from his patent application.

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – The Hur-
leyville Performing Arts Centre 
drew a big crowd to the hamlet 
on Saturday afternoon, July 24, 
teaming up with the Brooklyn-
based House of Yes to host the 
“Yes Yes Yes Hurleyville Pride” 
event.

The festivities, which ran 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m., featured 
live music, a live circus perfor-
mance, vendors, and a parade. 
Things started slowly, but by 
mid-afternoon, the crowd of 
attendees had swelled to an im-
pressive size.

“There wasn’t a parking space 
to be had anywhere in town,” 
one longtime resident told The 
Sentinel. “It was a great turnout 
and everyone seemed to be en-
joying themselves.”

The unique event was free to 

the public, although donations 
were accepted. HPAC Execu-
tive Director Erin Dudley, who 
oversaw the event, was pleased 
with the turnout, and promised 
more similar programs in the 
future.

There was plenty of local 
representation among the per-
formers, but the star of the show 
was clearly The House of Yes, 

which has become internation-
ally recognized over the past 
few years for, according to pub-
licity, “producing exceptional 
nightlife parties, cabaret shows, 
circus spectacles, immersive 
cinema, and creative experienc-
es that defy categorization and 
transcend genre.”

The Hurleyville Performing 
Arts Centre’s website described 

the venture as being named the 
“#2 Best Thing to Do in the 
World” by Time Out New York.

“The House of Yes is a cre-
ative collective and theatre-in-
fused nightclub based in Bush-
wick, Brooklyn founded in 2008 
by Kae Burke and Anya Sapo-
zhnikova. The performance-
fueled venue has become a des-
tination for creative culture and 
outrageous dance parties since 
opening their Bushwick loca-
tion in 2015.”

The Hurleyville Performing 
Arts Centre was founded in 
2016 with a mission to “cel-
ebrate the environmental and 
social diversity of the Catskill 
region through performance, 
film, and visual art. HPAC pres-
ents bold programs that create 
shared experiences to inspire, 
challenge, and connect audi-
ences.”

PHOTO COURTESY SULLIVAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT
Among other activities, the Pride Day event in Hurleyville 
featured a colorful parade around the hamlet. 
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Q. What is your favorite “one-day vacation”?

Our favorite one-day vacation is going to Longwood Gardens 
in Pennsylvania. It’s one of our favorite places to visit.

My favorite one-day vacation is spending time exploring and 
relaxing on the Rail Trail in Hurleyville.

Alli
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

HURLEYVILLE
- SULLIVAN FIRST

The members of Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First are 
busy this summer.

The historical kiosk at the 
Hurleyville Firemen’s Park 
is getting some needed re-
pairs and maintenance. The 
signs at the entrances to Hur-
leyville and at the entrance to 
the Rails to Trails are getting 
a painting “refresh”. New 
larger weather-proof cabi-
nets are being created for the 
Little Free Library at the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park.

The plants in the barrels on 
Main Street and in the plant-
ers at the entrances to Hur-
leyville and at the Hurleyville 
Firehouse are blooming. Send 
an email to izzysaunt@veri-
zon.net if you’re interested in 
helping to keep them beauti-
ful by weeding  and watering.

Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion about Hurleyville-Sulli-
van First. You can also visit 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First on 
Facebook.

HURLEYVILLE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry has resumed choice 
distribution indoors at the 
Hurleyville United Method-
ist Church. The food pantry 
will be open on Thursday, 
August 19 and on Thursday, 
August 26 from 3 until 5 p.m. 
Anyone who is not vaccinat-
ed should wear a mask when 
visiting the food pantry.

Sunday services at the 
church begin at 9 a.m. The 
Bible study group meets in 
the sanctuary at the church 
every Tuesday at 7 p.m. Fully 
vaccinated churchgoers do 
not have to wear a mask in 
the church.

Pastor Jorge is delivering 

sermons online on Facebook 
at 11 a.m. on Sundays.

You can pray with oth-
ers over the phone on the 
church’s prayer line on Sun-
days from 7 – 8 p.m. The 
prayer line phone number is 
605-472-5491 and the access 
code is 251678. 

“MESSY CHURCH”, 
Youth Group meetings and 
the women’s group meetings 
are still cancelled for now.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-
tion. You can also get updates 
from the church’s page on 
Facebook.

THE SULLIVAN 
COUNTY MUSEUM AND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Good news! The Sullivan 
County Museum and Histori-
cal Society have re-opened. 

Volunteers are busy re-
freshing the exhibits that 
have not been visited for the 
last year and a half.

Visitors are welcome to the 
museum. Group tours can be 
scheduled by contacting the 
museum office.

The reading room is open 
for research. Researchers 
must schedule an appoint-
ment. 

Planning is underway for 
the Sullivan County Histori-
cal Society Annual Dinner 
and Meeting that will be held 
in October.

Plans for the “First Sun-
day” concerts have not been 
announced yet.

Anyone interested in gene-
alogy and the history of life in 
Sullivan County can send an 
email to info@scnyhistory.
org for information on volun-
teering at the museum.

Please call the museum at 
845-434-8044 or email info@
scnyhistory.org for more in-
formation or to schedule ap-
pointments and group tours.

GRAHAMSVVILLE – 
The Time and the Valleys 
Museum is sponsoring its 
first dual in-person and vir-
tual program:  The History of 
Wintoon, A Grand Neversink 
Estate, on Sunday, August 8 
at 2 p.m. on Zoom and at the 
Museum on St. Rt. 55 (332 
Main Street) Grahamsville.  

Summer resident and de-
scendent, Laura Brock will 
speak about the history of 
Wintoon, an estate built by 
her great grandfather, Clar-
ence Roof in 1882. An avid 
fly fisherman, he purchased 
miles of land along the Nev-
ersink River in Claryville. 
Mr. Roof’s adopted daugh-
ter, Jenny Franklin Hovey 
Roof, married surgeon and 
inventor Karl Connell who 
developed the first all Ameri-
can gas mask used in World 
War I. They raised their fam-
ily at Wintoon in the 1920s 
and ‘30s.

Admission for members is 
free, and for non-members 

is $5. Attendance is limited 
to 30 and registration is re-
quired. To register please 
email info@timeandtheval-
leysmuseum.org  with your 
name and number of at-
tendees, and put In-Person 
Registration in the subject 
line, or call 845 985-7700. 
To attend the program virtu-
ally on Zoom, email info@
timeandthevalleysmuseum.
org for the link, and please 
put Zoom Program Regis-

tration in the subject line.  
About the Time and the 

Valleys Museum:  Con-
necting Water People and 
the Catskills, the Museum 
is open weekends Memorial 
Day to Labor Day, noon to 
4 p.m.. Located at 332 Main 
Street in Grahamsville (St. 
Rt. 55), Sullivan County, 
admission for adults is a sug-
gested donation of $5, chil-
dren under 16, $2, and chil-
dren under six are free.

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

Alli
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So much music and so little 
print space!

On July 2, I went out to 
CABERNET FRANK’S to 
see CRAWDADDY, that I’d 
heard so much about from 
other musicians. Each in their 
own right is a musician of 
note, and to see them together 
was just extraordinary! 

Front man, JIMMY EP-
PARD, filled in with THE 
BAND when RICK DANKO 
wasn’t available and as a result, 
he played often with my friend 
SHREDNE VOLLMER who 
passed away in November of 
2013. SHREDNE was legend-
ary among musicians as a harp 
(musician speak for harmoni-
ca) player. JIMMY EPPARD, 
himself, is a legend among 
guitar players. Watching him 
play incredibly intricate leads 
with the ease of my butter-
ing bread was astounding to 
watch.

The saxophonist, TONY AI-
ELLO, is noted for extensive 
touring with the JOE JACK-
SON BAND (Steppin’ Out; 
Breaking Us In Two, in case 
you need song references). 
What a privilege so see him 
live!

Drummer HARVEY SOR-
GEN was introduced to his 
first touring gig on drums by 
his mentor, the great JOHN 
DeJOHNETTE, legendary 
Jazz drummer, who is also 
considered the most influen-
tial jazz drummers of the 20th 
century. That very first gig 

was with none other than the 
great AHMAD JAMAL. And 
later, as the drummer for eight 
years with ELECTRIC HOT 
TUNA.

Bassist LeROY SEALS 
toured extensively and most 
notably with CYRILLE NEV-
ILLE and was asked to join the 
NEVILLE BROTHERS. Lo-
cally, he has performed with 
LITTLE SPARROW, both at 
the SULLIVAN COUNTY 
MUSEUM’S FIRST SUN-
DAY and with them at area 
hospitals. I knew he and his 
bass style were familiar! 

And finally, the great STU-
ART SPECTOR on keyboards 
and vocals. STUART SPEC-
TOR is known for the guitars 
and bass guitars he has lov-
ingly handcrafted for over 50 
years. There is not a guitarist 
or bass guitarist I have ever 
known who hasn’t lusted 
mightily after his work, in-
cluding my late husband.

There is a music festival 
scheduled for August 27 -28 at 
the ARROWHEAD RANCH 
IN PARKSVILLE. This in 
itself is not surprising.  What 
is surprising is that LONCON 
FEST even exists. There was 
a man named Lon Gellman 
who worked in a concession 
stand at MADISON SQUARE 
GARDEN for decades. He 
worked and went to concerts 
and festivals. Big ones, small 
ones, nondescript ones all 
over the United States. This 
was his life. His nickname 

was “Lon Conscious” (hence 
LONCON) that I asked one 
of his childhood friends (40+ 
years) about, who laughed and 
said “God only knows. We 
(meaning his longtime child-
hood friends) always called 
him that.” That conjured up 
a group of 10-year old boys 
making good natured fun of 
each other while laughing hys-
terically.

Lon Gellman died suddenly 
last year. Within a month, the 
idea of this festival was born, 
the brainchild of the son of one 
of those childhood 40+ year 
friends. He and his band mates 
turned to a funding website 
and within a short period of 
time the fund grew to head 
shaking numbers. Along with 
the small donors were gifts 
of thousands from surprising 
sources and LONCON FEST 
on its way to becoming a re-
ality.

The bands/performers so 
far include BAKED SHRIMP, 
MAHALI from TWIDDLE, 
AQUEOUS, and DOGS IN A 
PILE. If you haven’t heard of 
any of them, you should. Most 
are touring bands well known 
up and down the Eastern Sea-
board.

As his friend put it, the late 
Lon Gellman would have been 
totally baffled by all of this. 
The truth is, none of us know 
how many people we touch 
until we’re gone.

Until next time……

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

by Kathleen Sullivan

Mary Jo and Peter Warren

John Simon

Time and the Valleys Museum
Hosts Program on Wintoon

RAINBOWS

Rainbows are caused by 
the reflection, refraction, and 
dispersion of light in water 
droplets, resulting in a spec-
trum of light appearing in the 
sky.

The resulting spectrum 
takes the form of a multi-col-
ored circular arc. 

Rainbows caused by sun-
light always appear in the 
section of the sky directly 
opposite the sun. Rainbows 
can be full circles, however, 
the observer normally sees 
only an arc formed by the 

illuminated droplets above 
the ground, and centered on 
a line from the sun to the ob-
server’s eye.

Rainbows can be double 
rainbows, twinned rainbows, 
full-circle rainbows, or so on.

Rainbows can sometimes 
form in the moonlight at 
night, and there occasionally 
can be fogbows or sleetbows, 
as well.

Also, we don’t know why, 
but there are so many songs 
about rainbows and what’s 
on the other side.

CAN YOU TASTE THEM?

The “flavors of greens”
That’s how she described it

All the shades of the shrubs and the trees
Along the Rail Trail one could imagine

A barrel of green beans or peas
The lighter greens conjured up bunches of lettuce

Or maybe robust stalks of leeks
And mosses dampened by puddles of mud

Might help you envision seaweed
Is the flavor of spinach or collards

Beginning to dance on your mouth?
Or might you be thinking of kale chips

That you eat for a snack on your couch?

One could really have made a big salad
From the greens that this poem talked about

But the one lovely veggie
That won’t enter her mind
It’s the one that she hates

… Brussel sprouts!

- Mimi
  August, 2021

PHOTO PROVIDED
 Hurleyville-Sullivan first volunteers have been busy this summer.

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Wintoon estate will be the subject of an upcoming pro-
gram at Time & the Valleys Museum.

PHOTO PROVIDED

My favorite one-day vacation is driving to Manasquan, New 
Jersey and spending the day on the beach.

Denise Sullivan

Visit the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and Muse-
um on Facebook or at www.
scnyhistory.org.

The museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open on Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on Sun-
day from 1 to 5 p.m.

Per Sullivan County guide-
lines, visitors to the museum 
who have been vaccinated 
are not required to wear 
masks.

COLUMBIA HILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ALLIANCE (CHNA)

The CHNA steering com-
mittee continues to meet 
monthly to share informa-
tion and to discuss strategy 
in preparation for when the 
535-townhouse Gan Eden 
Estates project appears on 
the agenda of the Town of 
Thompson Planning Board 
again. 

In August, 2020, a group 
of concerned homeowners 
on Huschke Road met with 
members of CHNA. They 
were seeking input on how 
to deal with the questionable 
and threatening building go-
ing on there. From that point 
on, the members of CHNA 
have monitored with alarm 
the ongoing building activity 
in that area and the possibil-
ity that the Town of Liberty 
Planning Board will fail to 
comply with SEQRA (State 
Environmental Quality Re-
view Act) requirements.

The developer working on 
Huschke Road is now seek-
ing site plan approval for a 
4-lot subdivision with, alleg-
edly, 3 single-family homes 
on a 57-acre parcel labeled 
Camp Breslev on East Mon-
gaup Road. Plans for the sub-
division include a long road 
leading to the back section 
of the property that may be a 
hint of more building on the 
parcel in the future.

This area is considered by 
the members of CHNA to 
be in the group’s sphere of 
interest. Irresponsible and 
unsustainable development 
there will drastically af-
fect neighbors of the parcel 
and the entire community 
of Hurleyville. Approval of 
SEQRA non-compliant site 
plans sets a bad precedent 
that could lead developers in 
our community to try to take 
a similar path by presenting 
a series of developments for 
approval rather than present-
ing them as part of a larger 
development which requires 
a much more stringent envi-
ronmental review.

Visit CHNA at www.co-
lumbiahill.org and on Face-
book to learn how you can 
help to protect your environ-
ment and your community 
by demanding sustainable 
development.

LIBERTY-- For its second 
2021 Clean Sweep, Sullivan 
Renaissance teamed up with 
the Town of Fallsburg to 
spruce up areas in and around 
Brian Ingber Park and Main 
Street in South Fallsburg. 

Staff, along with steering 
committee members, vol-
unteers, and interns, planted 
trees, renovated gardens and 
litter plucked as a demonstra-
tion to encourage the com-
munity to care for areas they 
live, work, and play in. NY-
SEG and the Town of Falls-
burg DPW also removed 
some compromised trees 
along the river. The teams 
visited the Rivoli Theatre and 
Murray’s Chicken to thank 
them for their continued 

beautification of Main Street, 
even during the COVID pan-
demic. 

“We enjoyed spending 
time in the South Fallsburg 
community planting. In ad-
dition to gardening and clean 
up, we also offered a planting 
activity to children and fami-
lies as a reminder to care for 
the environment,” said Chris-
ty TerBush, Sullivan Renais-
sance Program Coordinator, 
who led the Clean Sweep 
Project. “Gombo’s Bakery 
and Numell Hair Salon were 
sites for pop-up garden-
ing sessions where passers-
by watched containers and 
garden beds transform into 
cheerful spots to brighten the 
Main Street.”

Sullivan Renaissance will 
continue the effort by work-
ing with interested Main 
Street businesses through 
their Business Assistance 
grant program. 

Follow Sullivan Renais-
sance on Facebook and Insta-
gram for event updates, how-
tos, and ways to volunteer. 

Sullivan Renaissance is 
a beautification and com-
munity development initia-
tive principally funded by 
the Gerry Foundation with 
support from NYS Assem-
blywoman Aileen Gunther, 
Bold Gold Media Group, The 
River Reporter, The Sullivan 
County Democrat, and WJFF 
Radio Catskill.

Sullivan Renaissance in South Fallsburg



FALLSBURG – July 17 
was a very special day in 
the history of Fallsburg 
Central School District. 
The Fallsburg Alumni As-
sociation (FAA) held its 
annual reunion and presen-
tation of special awards to 
graduating seniors, alumni, 
and former staff members 
from the school district. 
The FCSD was also induct-
ing four new members into 
the school’s Hall of Fame 
(HOF), including three 
from last year’s canceled 
ceremony.

The paths that honorees 
took to come to Fallsburg 
were quite divergent, yet 
there were amazing con-
nections between them 
and the fulfillment of their 
life’s purpose. At least four 
generations of Fallsburg 
residents were represented 
in the audience and on the 
podium. The scene of the 
ceremonies was the Ben-
jamin Cosor Elementary 
School(BCES), named in 
memory of the grandfather 
of Jamienne Studley, one of 
the day’s HOF inductees.

FAA President Regina 

McKenny-Snead welcomed 
everyone to the school caf-
eteria at just a little past 11 
a.m. Staff Honorees of the 
FAA were retirees, nurse 
Lonnie Lindsey, and BCES 
teacher Leah Exner. Alum-
nus Awards went to Lisa 
McAdoo and Stanley Gilm-
ore. Graduating seniors re-
ceiving FAA Awards were 
Ava Anderman (a family 

going back several genera-
tions in Fallsburg), Haddy 
Gai (born in Gambia), Dan-
iel Milov (whose family 
came from Eastern Europe), 
Jamie Rein (whose grand-
parents were Greek immi-
grants), and Janelly Santos 
Lopez (a recent immigrant 
from Central America).

The Sheryl Kalter Memo-
rial Award for outstanding 

citizenship and commu-
nity service went to Daniel 
Milov and Gabrielle Pantel 
(whose family goes back 
four generations in Falls-
burg). The Robynne Ander-
man Award presented by 
her mom and Board of Edu-
cation Member Arlene An-
derman Hussey, went to her 
great niece, Ava Anderman.  
Ava welled up with tears as 

she remembered her lov-
ing and generous cousin, 
Robynne.

Eileen Kalter presented 
the FAA Award of Jack 
Leshner to Dolce McPher-
son (a track and field star 
athlete like one of the HOF 
honorees). The final honor 
was to Regina McKen-
ny-Snead—the first ever 

Lawrence Kotin Award for 
dedication and contribu-
tions on behalf of children 
with special needs. A 1958 
FCHS graduate, Mr. Kotin 
received several awards 
during his lifetime for ad-
vocacy for students with 
special needs. Ms. McK-
enny-Snead’s family emi-
grated to Fallsburg from 

the South in the 1950s. She 
knew ever since her early 
days at Fallsburg schools 
that her life’s purpose was 
to be of service to others. 
For many years, she has 
been an executive leader of 
Sullivan Arc, now known 
as The Arc Greater Hudson 
Valley.

After receiving the Ko-

tin Award, Ms. McKen-
ny-Snead handed the mi-
crophone over to FCSD 
Superintendent Dr. Ivan 
Katz for the Hall of Fame 
Inductions. Dr. Jamienne 
Studley was first, and she 
joined the ceremony re-
motely. She was especially 
honored that the event was 
in the school where her 
grandfather, Benjamin Co-
sor, devotedly served for 
over 30 years on the BOE. 
Dr. Studley’s dedication to 
education was shaped very 
much by her grandparents. 
She served in the adminis-
tration of three U.S. Presi-
dents, Carter, Clinton and 
Obama. In the latter ser-
vice, she was the Deputy 
Secretary of the Education 
Department.  

One of Dr. Studley’s 
schoolmates at Fallsburg 
Central, and a fellow in-
ductee to the HOF, is Myra 
Young. Her grandparents 
were among that genera-
tion of African-Americans 
leaving the segregation and 
economic dislocation of the 
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FALLSBURG ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AWARDS 
AND FCSD HALL OF FAME INDUCTION

PHOTO PROVIDED
Award-winning graduating seniors (L-R) Daniel Milov, Gabrielle Pantel, Ava Anderman, Dol-
ce McPherson, Haddy Gai, Jamie Rein, and FAA President and award winner Regina McKen-
ny-Snead. (Janelly Santos Lopez was unable to attend to receive her FAA scholarship award).

Viruses, Climate Change and Me…
I’m Old- But I’m Not THAT Old! 

And I’m Younger Than I Will Be Tomorrow.

If you see a still tall white-haired woman walking around 
Hurleyville, enjoying all this small town has to offer, it could be 
me. Everything from gorgeous views, wonderful entertainment 
options, desserts, exercise heaven Rail Trail, work I love, and 
everything I NEED from food to toilet paper is within a short 
walk. In earlier decades, I thought a lot about wishing I had 
been born later so that I could enjoy it all and enjoy the people, 
the changing work options in a field I have always loved, the 
community projects, and the joys life has brought me for more 
time. After all, I have only been in Sullivan County for a little 
over 25 years! In the last two years, I have become totally ap-
preciative of the years I have been alive-- and aware that I have 
made wise choices that I knew were right for me (even when 
others were telling me I was making the wrong choices--the 
fools). I love being in Hurleyville in my later years.

My choices were good for my interests, skills, and joy. I ap-
preciated that other people had choices that were important to 
them, and that I respected, and to me they were not primary, but 
I appreciated the importance of them. Now I can increasingly 
appreciate the need for a united effort to undo some of the dam-
age caused over the years as our planet becomes less able to 
provide for its own needs. 

The health of the many natural earthly “foods” necessary 
for life on the earth is suffering from Climate Change. The 
thousands of years of increasing and migrating populations of 
people and animals, increasing creation of welcome energies to 

PARTNERING TO BRING RESOURCES TO SENIORS JULIAN DAWSON RECOGNIZED WITH
“EVERYDAY HERO AWARD”FERNDALE – Sullivan 

County Office for the Aging 
and Sullivan 180 have an-
nounced “OFA on Wheels!,” a 
mobile resource for seniors in 
Sullivan County. The “OFA on 
Wheels!” is a bus, retro-fitted 
with laptops and internet con-
nection, that will be brought to 
local towns across the County 
to allow seniors to get help ac-
cessing and signing up for re-
sources and benefits.

The “OFA on Wheels!” will 
be manned by Sullivan 180’s 
Project Intern and local EMT, 
Samantha Dorn, to help seniors 
sign up for Office for the Ag-
ing services, register for their 
COVID-19 vaccine if needed, 
and receive their farmer’s mar-
ket coupon booklets. Seniors 
will be able to have their blood 

pressure checked and com-
plete a pre-diabetes assessment 
if they would like. Also, every 
senior, age 55+, who visits the 
bus will get a free diabetes pre-
vention tote bag full of gifts 
from our partners.

All seniors are welcome to 
visit the bus at any location, 
on Thursdays and Fridays in 
August and September from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at these loca-
tions:

· August 5 & 6 at the Callicoon 
(Train Depot Parking Lot)

· August 12 & 13 in Liberty 
(Sullivan BOCES Parking Lot)

· August 19 & 20 in Livingston 
Manor (Fire Dept. Parking Lot)

· August 25 & 26 in Narrows-
burg (Location TBD)

· September 2 & 3 in Nev-
ersink (Fire Dept. Parking Lot)

· September 9 & 10 in Roscoe 
(Fire Dept. Parking Lot)

· September 16 & 17 in South 
Fallsburg (Fire Dept. Parking 
Lot)

· September 23 & 24 in Wurts-
boro (Fire Dept. Parking Lot)

For more information about 
the “OFA on Wheels!,” please 
email Samantha Dorn, Project 
Intern, at sdorn@sullivan180.
org, call 845-295-2680 or 
visit www.Sullivan180.org. To 
contact the Sullivan County 
Office for the Aging, please 
call 845-794-3000 Ext. 0241 
or visit their website at www.
sullivanny.us/Departments/
Aging.

Sullivan County Office for 
the Aging’s mission is to be 
the lead advocate for the older 
population of Sullivan County 

and is made possible by the 
Sullivan County Legislature, 
NYS Office for the Aging and 
the Older Americans Act. OFA 
envisions wellness and inde-
pendence in aging through ad-
equate and accessible commu-
nity-based supports.

Sullivan 180’s mission is to 
foster and support community 
efforts to improve the health of 
all residents. Our goal is to turn 
this ranking around by 180 de-
grees. With the understanding 
that this is a long term effort, 
Sullivan 180 is committed to 
change by degrees, the kind 
of slow, steady and enduring 
transformation that is thought-
fully conceived and imple-
mented.

MONTICELLO – The 
Kiwanis Club of Monticel-
lo presented its “Everyday 
Hero Award” to Julian Daw-
son in grateful recognition of 
his two decades of service to 
the community through his 
work at United Way of Sul-
livan County and his volun-
teer service to several other 
communal organizations. 

Mr. Dawson is employed 
at United Way of Sullivan 
County since 2002 and has 
been Chief Professional 
Officer since 2014. In that 
capacity, he works with Ki-
wanis and other civic or-
ganizations to coordinate 
Project Care Thanksgiving 
and Holiday Food Drives to 
provide meals and gifts for 
those holidays.

He also serves as Vice 
Chair of the Monticello 
Housing Authority, member 

of the Sullivan County Land 
Bank, and has helped pro-
vide Narcan overdose train-

ings throughout the county 
with Opioid and Heroin Ed-
ucational Awareness semi-

nars.
He also is an umpire for 

Monticello Little League 
and a referee for various 
adult and children recre-
ational sports leagues. He 
is a graduate of Monticello 
High and SUNY Sullivan.

“It is one thing to be a ded-
icated professional, but Ju-
lian takes his job as his life’s 
mission, helping others in 
need at any time,” said Mar-
vin Rappaport, President of 
Monticello Kiwanis.  “We 
are proud to recognize Ju-
lian’s distinguished service 
to our community.” 

Kiwanis is a service orga-
nization of local volunteers 
dedicated to assisting our 
children and improving our 
community through scholar-
ships, distributing food bas-
kets, and donating toys and 
books.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Julian Dawson (left) recieves his “Everyday Hero Award” 
Plaque from Marvin Rappaport, President of Monticello Ki-
wanis.

PAPER CLIPS…
by Elaine Corrington

Summer Sightings:
1) Deer
Driving down Old Lib-

erty Road, I spotted a deer 
poised on the left shoulder 
and slowed way down, not 
knowing if she would bolt 
or freeze, or do some unfor-
tunate combination of bolt-
ing and freezing, which is 
about all I’ve seen deer do 
under such circumstances.

But this one did some-
thing I had never seen be-
fore: she looked to the left, 
she looked to the right, just 
like we were always told to 
do as kids, and waited pa-
tiently till I passed. I was 
the only car on the road. I 
checked the rear-view and 
watched her watching me 
go by; then she looked back 
to her right and, as all was 
clear, sauntered across into 
the brush along the right 
shoulder. 

Had she figured out this 
“look both ways before 
crossing” maneuver on her 
own? Perhaps another deer 
had taught her, and, if so, 
would that knowledge be 
passed on to her offspring, 
in some Lamarckian fash-
ion?  Was the human envi-
ronment producing smarter 
deer? All species are, in 
some measure, reciprocally 
adapted to each other and 

to the environment they in-
habit. Maybe deer are learn-
ing something from our hu-
man traffic. Is there some 
equivalent knowledge we 
have yet to learn from deer?

*****
2) Snake
I’ve been long familiar 

with the warning sign about 
rattlesnakes at the head of 
the trail at Sam’s Point Pre-
serve, but I’d never seen 
the creature until this sum-
mer. It was right out there, 
very visible, half in the 
road, half in the brush, just 
across from the Berry Pick-
ers’ shacks, with a thick, 
dark-toned body and the 
distinctive segmented rattle 
on its tail. I didn’t move; 
the snake didn’t move; I 
watched it for a while, un-
til it very slowly withdrew 
into the brush. The encoun-
ter wasn’t too unnerving. I 
felt kind of honored to have 
actually met one after so 
many years; it was like en-
countering a legend. 

When I got home, I 
looked up “snake” in a dic-

tionary of animal totems 
and read that the creature 
represented the “energy 
of wholeness” and “the 
knowledge that all things 
are equal in creation, and 
that poison can be eaten, 
ingested, integrated, and 
transmuted if one has the 
proper state of mind.” The 
“poison” part is a clear 
metaphoric extension of the 
snake’s venom; as to what 
constitutes “a proper state 
of mind” for ingesting the 
snake’s message, I’m still 
investigating that part. 

*****
3) Bird
A robin went bonkers in 

our yard and started attack-
ing our parked cars. We had 
no idea what got into it. It 
perched on the right side-
mirror and started pecking 
away furiously at the glass. 
Maybe it caught a glimpse 
of itself and thought the re-
flection was another bird, 
igniting some territorial 
instinct. Maybe it was nest-
ing and avid to protect its 
young. In any case, the rob-

in first went after our neigh-
bors’ car. Each time they 
chased it off the bird would 
settle within view and fly 
straight back to the side-
mirror as soon as the both-
ersome humans went away. 
Eventually our neighbors 
got fed up chasing it off 
and wrapped a paper bag 
around the offending mir-
ror. As the robin took no in-
terest in the left side-mirror, 
this covering prompted it 
to redirect its efforts to our 
car – same manic hammer-
ing on the right-side mirror. 
So, we put a paper bag over 
ours as well. We wound up 
with a row of cars with pa-
per bags over their mirrors, 
which mollified the bird, 
who eventually dropped its 
deranged project. 

One day, in the midst of 
this whole drama, I drove 
off forgetting to remove the 
paper bag. Half-way down 
Divine Corners Road the 
wind whipped the bag off 
the mirror and it flew across 
the windshield, startling the 
hell out of me. I thought it 
was a bird. 

Jonathan Shimkin, writer and 
editor, may be contacted at jon-
athanshimkin@gmail.com, or 
via his website: jonathanshim-
kin.weebly.com.

Out Divine 
Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin
support physical comfort and fun, and the increasing popula-
tion density make life harder to support. 

The rainy days this summer have reminded me of the rainy 
winters in the San Francisco Bay Area when I was a kid. There 
are choices to be made for supporting these grave problems-- 
some you can make either publically or personally with like-
minded people. And, now we have the juxtaposition of a pan-
demic that also threatens the population of the planet.

Early pandemics could not travel as far as they can now. 
Fewer people, birds, and animals populating far less territory 
could limit the spread of a virus to a family, or a territory, or 
even a continent. You got sick or you didn’t-- and there were 
fewer opportunities for a virus to be carried forward. 

The oldest record of a virus that I could find was smallpox, 
described in the year 910, and it was eradicated when a power-
ful leader saved his family by making a treatment from dry pox 
skin cells with which to expose his family members in the year 
1000. How did he know what to do? World-wide eradication 
was reported in 1977, due mainly to vaccination efforts. But 
there are those who worry about the leftover smallpox virus be-
ing “safely” stored in case it is needed again. Measles, mumps, 
polio, chicken pox, diphtheria, meningitis, etc., all harmed 
people I knew in my lifetime. There are several dozen viral 
inoculations that are recommended for people in early years 
and at various points in life. They can help keep many more 
people safe, even if not 100% effective.  They are effective and 
less harmful than the diseases they are intended to eliminate. 
Still, some choose life not as protected as it could be, even now.

Political, economic, social education, and protective global 
cooperation and mobilizations are needed to create the oppor-
tunity that I wish for everyone to have so that they can look 
back on their life in the future and feel very, very lucky to have 
lived when they lived and to have the kind of joyful memories 
I am now experiencing. 

Right here in Hurleyville.

PHOTO PROVIDED
(L – R) Letise Buckner (Dr. Myra Young Armstead’s sister), Dr. Myra Young Armstead, retired 
FCHS teacher Jay Kasofsky (who accepted Dr. Jamienne Studley’s HOF plaque), sisters Rox-
anne Young and Vanessa Young, mother Bethsheba Young, and Margo Lemberger, daughter 
of HOF recipient Dr. Louis Lemberger.

Continued on page 5
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those that do. We even 
supply all of the gear and 
provide all of the training 
needed, for free.  Stop by 
any Monday night and find 
out how you can help or get 
an application.

It is with great sadness 
that I report that the Fire 
Department lost 49-year 
member Lionel “Lee” “Un-
cle” Berger. Lee was a past 
Commissioner of the Hur-
leyville Fire District and a 
very active member of the 
Hurleyville Emergency Re-
lief Squad. I worked many 
days and calls with Lee on 
the ambulance squad. He 
would always ask how I 
was, how is MaryAnn and 
how is Austin? What’s go-
ing on in the Fire Depart-
ment? Then we would 
usually solve one or two 
problems of the world. He 
will be missed by all. Rest 
in Peace, Lee.

On a positive note the 
Fire Department traveled 
to the Hancock Parade and 
Field Days and had a great 
day. They came home with 
three trophies; Best Ap-

pearing Rescue Truck, Best 
Appearing Sullivan County 
Fire Department, and Best 
Overall in the Parade. Han-
cock is in Delaware County, 
and they awarded trophies 
for best appearing in Sulli-
van County and Pennsylva-
nia and best overall. Every-
body had a great time.

Looking ahead the 10th 
Annual Bill Carlson Golf 
Classic is Saturday, August 
21 at Tarry Brae golf course 
with a shotgun start at 1 
p.m. For more information, 
you can call John Jaycox @ 
(845) 866-6431. Then the 
Fire Department will travel 
to Hortonville for their an-
nual field day on Saturday 

August 9, 1916 

A Close Call for Harris

Roy Harris, who is em-
ployed as a lineman by the 
Murray Electric Co., of Mon-
ticello, came very near leav-
ing this little sphere one day 
last week. It seems that the 
Murray Company is running 
a new line from their power 
house to connect with the vil-
lage of Fallsburg and Harris 
was stringing the wire on St. 
John Street. He was perched 
on a cross piece on top of a 
thirty foot pole in front of 
Geraghty’s garage, when he 
came in contact with a real 
line which is supposed to 
have carried 2,400 volts and 
the shock of the surprise at 
finding a real current in it so 
upset him that he lost his bal-
ance and fell to the ground. 
Fortunately he did not strike 
the sidewalk but landed 
on the sod beside it, as he 
weighs about 190 pounds 
and his chances would have 
been very slim indeed, but 
as it was, he sustained a dis-
location of his right shoulder. 
Everyone admits that it takes 
considerable to shock Roy, 
but this was evidently too 
much for him. The accident 
must have happened in the 
morning for there is consider-
able more “juice” in the wire 
at Monticello, for it wouldn’t 
shock a chirping bird here af-
ter six o’clock.

August 23, 1916 

Local and Personal Items

Last Friday night, Will 
Connolly was returning to 
Hurleyville alone in his Ford 
about half past eight o’clock 
when in front of Morgan 

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

August 28. In September, 
the Sullivan County Volun-
teer Firefighters Associa-
tion parade will be held in 
Grahamsville this year on 
September 18.

Fire calls continue to be 
up this summer with more 
drownings on the Dela-
ware and there was one in 
Old Falls on the Neversink. 
The rivers are unforgiv-
ing. With all of the rain 
that we have had the riv-
ers are higher than normal 
and the current is stronger. 
If you are a weak swimmer 
or even a strong swimmer, 
wear your personnel floa-
tation device (PFD) when-
ever you are near the edge 

of a water body. Motor ve-
hicle accidents are also on 
the rise along with activat-
ed alarms. If you have an 
alarm system hooked up to 
a service, please maintain it 
to help prevent false activa-
tions. 

Traffic in town is also on 
the rise. Most stores do not 
have a back entrance, so all 
of the deliveries are coming 
in through the front door 
of the business. Delivery 
trucks are blocking a lane 
to unload with most park-
ing spaces occupied during 
the day. Please be aware 
when opening your vehicle 
door into traffic. 

Also, remember that a 
firetruck is wider than a car 
and we need a little more 
room to get through town 
when both sides of the road 
have parked cars and there 
is a delivery truck parked 
on Main Street. 

If you don’t have your 
911 number posted in front 
of your house please do it 
now. Help the emergency 
services find you. We can 
see the smoke but you can-
not see a CO alarm or a 
heart attack.

The wholesale price of gas-
oline in Ellenville last week 
was 22 cents. Why is it 23 this 
week here?

Midland Grange will meet 
this week Friday night in their 
new hall in Fred Lawrence’s 
building.

August 30, 1916 

Local and Vicinity Notes

Now that the busy season 
is drawing to a close and the 
long winter nights are ap-
proaching we will begin to 
watch for the news from the 
neighboring towns each week 
in the Sentinel. This is the 
only paper printed in the town 
and every village in the town 
should be represented in its 
columns. Liven up your little 
village by sending in the little 
items of interest and thereby 
advertise the business in your 
vicinity – let people know 
there is such a place. But 
above all don’t forget that the 
place to advertise such a fact 
is in your home paper. If cor-
respondents are out of station-
ary kindly notify us at once.

August 30, 1916 

Local and Regional Items

It is rumored about town 
that the O&W will have to put 
on extra cars on Friday and 
Saturday to carry the many 
friends of the Columbia Min-
strel Band who will be hurry-
ing along from New York and 
Brooklyn to be on time for 
the greatest show in Sullivan 
County to be held at the Co-
lumbia on Saturday evening. 
Part of the Minstrel Band will 
arrive Friday evening. The 
old favorites Joe Higman, 
John Higman, Ed Quinn, Dan 
Farrell, Bill Harry and Ed 
Donnelly will arrive on the 
“scoot,” if they don’t be de-
layed at “Pepers.”

August 29, 1917 

Suffragists Here Last Fri-
day

Mrs. Grant and Miss Sara 
Walker of Tarrytown, accom-
panied by Mrs. C W Mont-
gomery, district Assembly 
leader of the Suffrage Party 
of Sullivan County, were 
present at the meeting of the 
Red Cross, Friday afternoon 
of last week. Mrs. Grant and 
Miss Walker each gave a very 
interesting talk; Mrs. Grant on 
Suffrage and Miss Walker on 
Red Cross and White Cross 
work.

     In the evening Miss 
Walker spoke on suffrage to 
a crowd near the post office. 
She pointed out to those pres-
ent how existing evils could 
be improved if women could 
help with their votes; that 
they did not want men’s po-
litical appointments or take 
their work away from them, 
but only to improve existing 
conditions.

Hudson Valley Honor Flights to Return

DISCOVERING SINGER’S HURLEYVILLE CONNECTION

WALDEN – Hudson Val-
ley Honor Flight (HVHF) 
is thrilled to announce that 
it will be resuming flights to 
Washington, D.C. this fall. 
Flights are scheduled for Sat-
urday, Oct. 9, 2021 and Satur-
day, Nov. 6, 2021. All partici-

pants must be fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19.

The Oct. 9 flight will de-
part from New York Stewart 
International Airport and the 
Nov. 6 flight will depart from 
Westchester County Airport. 
Applications can be found 

at hvhonorflight.com/how-to-
participate. Priority is given to 
World War II and Korean War 
veterans; however, all veter-
ans who have not yet partici-
pated in an Honor Flight are 
encouraged to apply.

“We are beyond excited 
to get back to our mission of 
honoring our Hudson Val-
ley veterans with the flight 
of a lifetime,” said HVHF 
Chairman Frank Kimler. “For 
safety purposes, Hudson Val-
ley Honor Flight is following 
guidance from the National 
Honor Flight Network requir-
ing all flight participants to 
be vaccinated for flights this 
fall.”

“We thank our many vet-
erans who have been waiting 
patiently for their opportu-
nity to take part in the Honor 
Flight experience,” said Jen-
nifer DeFrancesco, HVHF 
Executive Director. “We are 
anxiously preparing for these 
two upcoming flights and 
couldn’t be more excited to 
welcome them back!”

HVHF provides a once-in-
a-lifetime flight to Washing-
ton, D.C., where veterans are 

transported around the city by 
bus to visit war memorials, 
attend a dinner in their honor 
and then return home. Each 
veteran is escorted by a per-
sonal guardian and the HVHF 
flight team for the day-long 
trip. Honored veterans fly 
free! Guardians pay a fee of 
$400.

For more information, vis-
it http://hvhonorflight.com.

By John Simon

HURLEYVILLE – I re-
cently worked with a small 
team on a lengthy project 
restoring two vintage Sing-
er sewing machines from 
the 1950s, and one from 
1910. Working on those 
machines led me to learn a 
lot about the Singer compa-
ny, including some interest-
ing connections to Sullivan 
County and to Hurleyville!

First, we discovered that 
the sewing machines we 
were restoring had been 
in use at Hall’s Bungalow 
Colony, which operated for 
many years on Main Street 
in Hurleyville. But that 
wasn’t the best part of the 

story, not by a long shot.
We also learned that the 

Singer Sewing Machine 
Company was a big part of 
Sullivan County history, be-
cause the company’s fourth 
president, George Ross 
Mackenzie, spent much of 
his later life at an estate he 
built in Glen Spey, which 
he first visited in 1869. In 
fact, Mr. Mackenzie found-
ed and named Glen Spey, 
building a large home there 
he called the Homestead in 
the 1880s.

Just down the road from 
George Ross Mackenzie’s 
property, his friend Wil-
liam Fash Proctor, who was 
vice president of the Singer 
Sewing Machine Company, 

Divine’s house he noticed a 
wagon about to turn into the 
road to Marvin LeRoy’s and 
pushed out his clutch and al-
lowed the car to coast until 
past the rig. George Quick 
was walking toward Shel-
drake and was on the side of 
the road. Connolly dropped 
the clutch in and started the 
car again and just then Quick 
stepped and turned half way 
around and before the car 
could go past him, he took 
a couple of steps directly in 
front of it. Connolly was run-
ning very slow and attempted 
to turn the car far enough out 
to avoid hitting him but the 
front hub cap struck his leg, 
breaking it below the knee. 
Connolly got out and plac-
ing him in the car hurried to 
Dr. DeKay’s office and sum-
moned Dr. Laidlaw also. 
Upon examination it was 
found that he was suffering 
only from the broken limb 
and after this was set, he was 
removed to the home of his 
father, Adm. Quick. The ac-
cident was undoubtedly due 
to a nervous affection of Mr. 
Quick and he attaches no 
blame to anyone but himself.

August 23, 1916 

Local and Personal Items

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
The O&W Railway Station in Hurleyville circa 1916.

PHOTO BY KATHLEEN SULLIVAN
At right: John with one of 
the Singer sewing machines 
he helped restore.

PHOTO PROVIDED
At left: Isaac Merritt Singer 
(left), George Ross Mack-
enzie (center) and Isslee 
Hooper.

built an elaborate estate he 
called Loch Ada. Some of 
his property is still in the 
Proctor family today.

Each of George Ross 
Mackenzie’s seven chil-
dren built impressive man-
sions in Glen Spey that they 
used as summer cottages. 
Three of those mansions 
still stand in the community 
today. The newest of those, 
Burn Brae, which was built 
for Margaret Mackenzie 
Elkin in 1908, is supposed 
to be haunted and regularly 

welcomes visitors to wit-
ness the paranormal activ-
ity there. The George Ross 
Mackenzie elementary 
school in Glen Spey, part of 
the Eldred School District, 
is named for Mr. Macken-
zie and built on what used 
to be his property.

And, a final connection: 
The Homestead School, 
which will open its Col-
laborative College High 
School here in Hurleyville 
next month, takes its name 
from George Ross Macken-
zie’s estate.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Above: Burn Brae mansion 
in Glen Spey as it looks to-
day.



Will be leaving Sunday. She’s 
got rooms 101, 102 and 103, 
directly above us. She’s with 
her son and a couple of staff.”

“Okay, that’s good to 
know.”

“Folks should start arriv-
ing here about 2 o’clock or 
so. Most of them get settled 
in their rooms and then head 
to either the golf course or 
the pool for most of them. 
Some will just go for a walk. 
They will start partying in 
the rooms and the hallways a 
little before dinner and then 
head to the dining room. It’s 
after dinner that the real fun 
will start. Most of them will 
be at the bar and they’ll dance 
until we kick them out. Some 
will keep partying after that, 
back in their rooms.”

“So what do you want me 
to do?”

“Well, take the morning to 
get familiar with the place 
again. I know you used to 
work here, but things have 
changed a lot and there are 
quite a few new staff. Once 
you start to see them lining 
up in the dining room, just 
be available. No one needs to 
know who you are, just try to 
blend in.”

“They’ll know right away I 
am not one of them.”

“Some will, but most won’t 
give it a thought. You’re just 
another guest. That shouldn’t 
be too hard to sell, since Irene 
will be with you some of the 
time.”

“Okay.”
“Just keep your eyes open 

for any trouble. And be pre-
pared to stay up late. A lot of 
these guys don’t seem to ever 
sleep.”

“Will do.”
“Here’s the key to your 

room. You might want to go 
up and open the windows be-
fore Irene gets here. Could be 
a little stuffy in there other-

wise.”
I walked up the stairs to the 

top floor, which was consid-
ered the fourth floor, but was 
actually five stories above the 
ground, since there were no 
guest rooms on the ground 
floor, rooms on the next story 
above were considered “first 
floor” and numbered in the 
100s. The floor above that 
was the 200s, and so on.

I had expected that Ben 
Knapp would stick Irene and 
I in a dark and dingy attic 
room, but the accommoda-
tions actually turned out to be 
quite nice. Not luxurious, by 
any means, but certainly de-
cent. I was happy, and I was 

sure that Irene would be too, 
though with her health issues 
the walk up the stairs might 
be a bit of a challenge.

“Oh hell,” I thought. “I’ll 
carry her up if I have to.” I 
was certain she would enjoy 
having someone cook for 
her for a change and to have 
a chance to just relax for the 
weekend.

On my way back down 
the stairs a short time later I 
passed by an extremely well-
dressed woman and a teenage 
boy. They were standing on 
the landing to the first floor 
rooms and appeared to be ar-
guing, quieting down as I ap-
proached.

She appeared to be about 
50 years old, attractive in a 
well-groomed but matronly 
sort of way, while the boy 
looked to be about 16.

“Good Morning, ma’am,” I 
said, as casually as I possibly 
could, and kept on walking.

“Excuse me, young man, 
may I ask you something?” 
the woman spoke in a com-
manding voice with just a 
trace of a British accent, 
which caused me to stop im-
mediately and turn and face 
her.
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THE COLUMBIA COP CAPER PART II

And just like that it’s 
August and we’re winding 
down on summer reading 
and looking forward to the 
fall…where did summer 
go?

If you’ve missed out on 
our Page Turner Adven-
tures so far this summer, no 
worries, as there is still time 
to hear Safari Stories the 
week of August 2, and learn 
about Creepy Crawlies the 
week of August 9. As with 
the earlier weeks of sum-
mer reading, a new story or 
craft video will be available 
to watch each day Monday-
Friday, and you can view 
them at your own pace. 
Contact Miss Amanda at 
aletohic@rcls.org or call 
845-436-6067 ext. 102 for 
more information on how 
to access the videos and to 
sign up – it really isn’t too 
late! This series is best suit-
ed for those in K-3 grades. 

For kids and teens – if 
you’ve signed up for sum-
mer reading (or sign up be-
fore August 12), and you 
keep track of what you’ve 
been reading – you can just 
bring in your reading list 
to be entered into a raffle 

to finish out the summer! 
We know this summer has 
continued to be anything 
but normal, but we hope 
you’ve enjoyed the vir-
tual programs offered and 
we are looking forward to 
returning to the in person 
summer reading programs 
you’ve grown to love next 
year. Thank you for your 
continued support and be 
sure to keep an eye out next 
month for our fall program 
announcements! 

Please note that while 
we have mostly returned to 
business as usual for regu-
lar library business (check-
ing in/out materials, using 
computers, faxing, etc.), 
face masks are still required 
to be worn by all individu-
als over the age of 2 years 
– regardless of vaccination 
status – while in the library.   

Stay up to date with the 
latest library updates by fol-
lowing our Facebook page 
or visiting our website, 
www.fallsburglibrary.org. 
As always, thank you for 
continued support and pa-
tience. We wouldn’t be able 
to do what we do without 
your support. Be well!

Fallsburg Constable 
Bronco Kelly is back, and 
this time his job has taken 
him to Hurleyville’s Colum-
bia Farm hotel, where he 
will be working for a week-
end for the hotel’s owner, 
Ben G. Knapp, who is ex-
pecting a large contingent of 
New York City police officers 
at his hotel…

It was early on a Friday 
morning that I made my way 
to Ben Knapp’s small office 
in a well-shaded corner room 
on the ground floor of the 
main building of the Colum-
bia Farm, reporting to work 
in my new temporary job as 
head of security.

I had left my house just a 
few minutes before, having 
helped Irene with the packing 
for our weekend, and she had 
asked if she could meet me 
at the hotel a bit later in the 
day so she didn’t have to get 
ready so early. I walked to the 
hotel, leaving the car behind, 
and arranged with our neigh-
bor to use it to drive Irene up 
the hill to the hotel when she 
was ready.

Ben Knapp was a dynamo, 
moving from one thing to an-

other, obviously both nervous 
and excited about the im-
pending arrival of more than 
200 New York City police-
men and their families.

“The hotel will technically 
be overbooked, Kelly,” he 
said to me in between direct-
ing other staff members to do 
this or that. “There will be 
cops in nearly every room, 
and in a couple of closets. 
Some have their families 
with them. In fact, other than 
the room that you and Irene 
will be occupying on the 
middle of the third floor, the 
cops have booked everything 
except for Mrs. Corning’s 
rooms. She is our only other 
guest.”

“Mrs. Corning? Why does 
that name sound familiar to 
me?”

“Louise Corning. She has 
been coming here for years, 
the last couple as a widow. 
She takes the same three 
rooms every year. You must 
have heard of Ed Corning, he 
was a big-time Albany politi-
cian; died a couple of years 
ago. Was Lieutenant Gover-
nor once, I believe.”

“So she’s here now?”
“Yes. Been here all week. 

FROM THE 
FALLSBURG 
LIBRARY by Kelly Wells

& Amanda Letohic
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She appeared to be about 50 years old, attractive in a well-
groomed but matronly sort of way.

by Deborah Chandler, Ph.D.

The Art of Being

Anger
Anger releases the energy 

of repulsion.  In contrast, love 
releases the energy of attrac-
tion.  I ask myself, “How do I 
want to engage the universe?”

There’s no doubt, anger 
sets off vibrations. In a feed-
back loop, anger begets more 
anger as it ricochets between 
people.  Once this reciprocal 
action begins, it’s difficult to 
back down.  Why?  Because, 
with anger we are fighting to 
have it our way.  With anger 
we are demanding to be heard 
and to be right.

What does anger do for us?  
When we’re angry we feel 
strong, puffed up.  We feel 
untouched by disappointment 
and rejection.  Anger helps us 
create an illusion of power.  
This is an illusion based on 
fear.

In its relationship to fear, 
anger is often triggered by 
the awakening of traumatic 
memories.  Traumatic memo-
ries are not mediated intel-
lectually.  Trauma in encoded 
in the cells of the body and 
can be awakened by sensory 
associations.  These associa-
tions could be to a smell, a 
sight, a pain.  Once triggered 
by the traumatic associations, 
the body is ready for fight or 
flight.  

Anger is part of trauma’s 
aggressive protective re-
sponse.  I may awake from 
a bad dream, triggered and 
ready to defend myself.  I 
have to remind myself that I 
am safe, breathe consciously, 
and begin to lower my reac-
tivity.  Otherwise a defensive 

anger leads off my day and 
reverberates through my ac-
tivities.

Like any bad habit, anger 
starts off by giving a false 
sense of security.  Slowly that 
security gives way to self-
doubt and loss of confidence. 
I could either intensify my 
anger, driving forward for 
dominance.  Or I could back 
off, address my inner pain 
and choose a better way to 
operate.  This brings in the 
wonderful virtue of humility.  
Acknowledging being wrong 
has its own solace.  

Sometimes anger seethes 
under the surface.  We act as 
if nothing is bothering us.  But 
anger leaks out.  The more we 
try to cover it over, the more 
we subtly communicate our 
dissatisfaction in ways we call 
passive-aggressive.  So I may 
say I support your efforts, but 
show up late and unprepared 
when action is called for.  You 
hear my words of support but 
you see my actions and feel 
the lack of support.  With his 
conflict between words and 
actions, we have the delicate 
task of not getting trapped on 
either side of the mixed mes-
sage and carefully extricating 
ourselves.  A gracious thank 
you for the effort helps, with 
a follow-up of no further ex-
pectations of support.

Anger informs us of our un-
resolved hurts and fears of re-
jection. When we allow anger 
to lead us into self-inquiry, we 
learn more about ourselves 
and how we can more lov-
ingly relate to others.

“Why certainly, ma’am. 
How can I help you?”

“My son was just saying 
that he would really like to 
learn to play golf, and I un-
derstand the course here is 
excellent for beginners….”

“Mother, I did NOT say 
that…” the boy interrupted.

“I was just wondering if 
you played and might be 
willing to teach him, Mr…”

“Kelly, ma’am.”
“Mr. Kelly, this is Edwin. 

Edwin, Mr. Kelly. My name 
is Louise Corning. I am a 
long time guest here.”

“Hello, Edwin, very nice to 
meet you.”

“Mr. Kelly, I assure you, I 
am not that anxious to learn 
to play golf. It was mother’s 
idea, so please don’t trouble 
yourself on my account. I am 
certain you have better things 
to do with your time.”

“Actually, I do have some 
time, and golf sounds like 
fun. I haven’t played a lot, 
but I can teach you the basics.  
Why don’t you reconsider?”

Before the boy could an-
swer, his mother spoke up in 
that commanding tone of hers. 
 
“Edwin, go play golf with 

Mr. Kelly. I will meet you in 
the dining room for lunch. 
Don’t be late.” 

And that’s how I spent my 
first morning as a security of-
ficer at the Columbia Farm…
babysitting a teenage boy. 
But it was a chance to play 
golf on the nifty little nine 
hole course the hotel had 
built a couple of years be-
fore, so how bad could it be, 
I thought. How bad could it 
be?

Bronco Kelly is help-
ing out his old boss, Ben 
Knapp, owner of the Colum-
bia Farm Hotel, by serving 
as security for the weekend 
while more than a hundred 
New York City cops let their 
hair down. A round of golf 
with the son of the only oth-
er guest at the hotel sounds 
like fun, but our hero is 
about to embark on another 
adventure. Find out more in 
the next edition of The Hur-
leyville Sentinel. Our story 
is fictional, and although 
Ben Knapp, Louise Corning 
and Edwin Corning are real 
people, no representation is 
made as to the accuracy of 
their characterizations here.

FROM PAGE 3
post-WW II South to seek 
opportunity in the burgeon-
ing Catskill resort industry 
of the Fallsburg area. After 
receiving a PhD. in History, 
Dr. Myra Young Armstead 
taught American History and 
received honors from organi-
zations throughout the world. 
She has pioneered efforts 
in the field of education for 
women in prisons. Currently, 
she is Associate Professor of 
History and Vice President for 
Academic Inclusive Excel-
lence at Bard College.

Dr. Armstead’s book, 
“Seeking Our Fortune in the 
North: The African-American 
Population of Sullivan Coun-
ty, New York from 1930 to 
1980,” tells the story of black 
migration from the South 
whose descendants are now 
fourth and fifth generation 
students in the Fallsburg Cen-
tral Schools. Names such as 
Young, McKenny, and Gilm-
ore are very familiar, and on 
this day, a McKenny, a Young 
and a Gilmore were shar-
ing the same podium of high 
honor.

The third HOF honoree of 
the day was Dr. Louis Lem-
berger, an MD and a PhD, 
whose parents were two East-
ern European immigrants.  
He grew up in Fallsburg. His 
daughter, Margo Lemberger, 
received the award for her 

late father. To her, he exem-
plified the American Dream. 
Dr. Lemberger discovered 
and developed many life-
saving drugs, including the 
anti-depressant Prozac, the 
first drug of its kind. Later 
he helped develop the anti-
psychotic Zyprexa, the anti-
emetic Cesamet, and Permax 
for treatment of Parkinson’s 
disease. He was the first phy-
sician to administer these 
compounds to humans. Wher-
ever he went, said his daugh-
ter, people would shake his 
hand and tearfully thank him 
for the drug that saved the life 

of a close family member.  To 
Louis Lemberger that was his 
greatest reward.

Dr. Lemberger loved Falls-
burg basketball games, and 
sports was a major connec-
tion at the HOF event. Hon-
oree alumnus James Gilmore 
was one of the stars of FCHS 
basketball and other athletic 
teams in the 1970’s. Lisa 
McAdoo received a basket-
ball scholarship to Clarion 
University. She thanked the 
late Fallsburg physical educa-
tion teacher and coach Esther 
Grossman for mentoring her. 
FCSD honored Mrs. Gross-
man as the lone inductee to 
the Hall of Fame for 2021.  

Growing up in India as a 
teenager, Esther Lelah was a 
star on the Olympic track and 

field team. She had an oppor-
tunity to emigrate to the Unit-
ed States and Sullivan County 
where she earned a full schol-
arship to Brooklyn College 
in Physical Education. After 
graduation, she took a posi-
tion at FCSD as a physical 
education teacher and coach.

She became a mentor to 
thousands of young students 
over 30 years in the class-
room, gymnasium and play-
ing fields. Girls, with no sense 
of athletic ability, heeded Ms. 
Grossman’s words to come try 
out for teams and learn how to 
play. They became poised and 
at ease on the volleyball court 
or field hockey pitch.

Many, like Ms. McAdoo, 
went on to college and played 
sports on that level. They 
also learned to appreciate the 
games of tennis and golf so 
they played them into older 
adulthood as Mrs. Grossman 
said they would.

Her dear friend up until the 
day Esther passed away and 
the person that nominated her 
for the Hall of Fame, Donna 
Rae Robataille, received the 
HOF plaque, with the bless-
ings of the Grossman Fam-
ily.  Esther’s son Jeff, a class 
of 1979 FHS graduate, spoke 
lovingly about his mother and 
how honored the family was.

Many people, many differ-
ent paths to Fallsburg, and all 
of them honored for academic 
achievement, civic contribu-
tions and making a difference 
in the Fallsburg community 
and beyond.

FALLSBURG ALUMNI
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Margo Lemberger (left) receives HOF plaque in honor of 
her father, Dr. Louis Lemberger, from FCSD Superintendent 
Dr. Ivan J. Katz.

An Original Short Story by Jack Robbin



by John Conway

AKRON, Ohio – The 
83rd Annual All-American 
Soap Box Derby is now 
history, and although the 
six racers who travelled to 
Akron, Ohio from Sullivan 
County for the event did 
not capture any champion-
ships this year, all of them 
returned home with great 
memories and the undeni-
able achievement of getting 
to the “big show.”

Three of the Sullivan 
County racers advanced 
past the grueling first round 
of competition.

And one returned home 
with a prestigious national 
award.

Twenty-year-old Morgan 
Van Keuren of Liberty was 
honored with the Derby’s 
2021 President’s Youth Vol-
unteer Service Award. The 

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – The 
popularity of the Milk 
Train Trail as a favorite ex-
ercise destination has been 
enhanced in recent weeks 
by the opening of Fortress 
Bikes, which is now rent-
ing bikes, inline skates, 
and-- in the winter-- snow-
shoes from its location at 
194 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.

The new business is lo-
cated in the front part of 
the building log occupied 
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

by John Conway

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– The Generals of SUNY 
Sullivan will open the fall 
cross country season with 
a new head coach. Brian 
Dobens will head up both 
the men and women har-
riers, as well as men’s and 
women’s track & field in 
the spring.

Ashley Weintraub, who 
had been head coach of 
all four programs the past 
several years, resigned last 
spring to continue her edu-
cation.

The announcement of 
Mr. Dobens’ hiring came 
from Sullivan Director of 
Athletics, Chris DePew.

“We are excited to have 
Brian on board,” Mr. De-
Pew said. “He competed 
collegiately at NCAA DI 

SUNY Albany and has ex-
tensive high school coach-
ing experience.  We are 
looking forward to having 
him on board.”

Mr. Dobens holds a Bach-
elor’s degree in Exercise & 
Movement Science from 
Lehman College, and is a 
nationally certified Strength 
& Conditioning Special-
ist. He also holds techni-
cal certification Level 1 & 
2 from the USA Track & 
Field Association. In addi-
tion, he is a nationally cer-
tified personal trainer from 
the American College of 
Sports Medicine.  

Mr. DePew added that 
the school is continuing its 
search for a new head wres-
tling coach following the 
departurte of Anthony Ng 
last spring. Although the 
search is progressing, no 

final decision has yet been 
made on a replacement.

“We are in the final 

stages of our search for a 
new head men’s wrestling 
coach,” Mr. DePew said. “I 

should have an announce-
ment soon on that.”

Mr. DePew said that the 

decision to add women’s 
wrestling and other new 
intercollegiate sports at the 

school has been put on the 
back burner for the time 
being due to ongoing un-
certainty about the impact 
of the COVID pandemic on 
sports. 

“After careful consider-
ation, we have decided to 
wait one year to start to add 
new intercollegiate offer-
ings to our program,” he 
said. “The continued un-
knowns led us to that de-
cision. We fully expect to 
expand our offerings in the 
‘22-‘23 school year.”

Mr. DePew said he is 
looking forward to the new 
school year, and hopes to 
see intercollegiate sports 
return to some semblance 
of normality. In particular, 
he said, he is anxious to see 
the school’s renowned bas-
ketball program get back 
on track.

“We are extremely ex-
cited about our men’s and 
women’s basketball and 
men’s baseball scholarship 
programs,” he said. “All 
three programs have been 
working overtime to attract 
quality student/athletes and 
we cannot wait to get them 
back out on the court and 
field.”

Women’s basketball will 
begin the season with a 
new head coach, as Mon-
ticello native Ben New-
berg assumed the helm in 
March, replacing Derek 
Marchione, who spent just 
one season in Loch Shel-
drake, leading the Lady 
Generals to a 29-2 record 
and the 2020 NJCAA D-II 
Region XV Championship. 
The team lost two games in 
November, then reeled off 
24 consecutive victories.
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Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first 
person to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.
com will win a prize. Have fun!

Trivia:
 1. The only mother and son Olympians in USA history 
 are from Sullivan County, NY. Who are they?
 2. What 1964 Olympic gold medal winner later played 
 wide receiver for the Dallas Cowboys?
 3. Who is the only person to win both an Olympic gold 
 medal and a Super Bowl ring?
 4. What is Usain Bolt’s middle name?
 5. Jim Ryun was a 3-time Olympian at 1,500 meters. 
 What was his best showing in the Olympics? 

Last month’s answers:
1. What Year did Atlanta host the Summer Olympic Games?  1996
2. Who has won the most Olympic medals for Men’s Swimming?
Michael Phelps, 28
3. What Year will Paris host the Olympic Games?  2024
4. Who has won the most Olympic medals for Women’s Swimming?  
Jenny Thompson, 12
5. What Sullivan County, NY resident was an Olympic gold medal winner? 
Isador “Jack” Niflot, Wrestling in 1904.

There was no winner last month.

MAKING MOVEMENT 
MONDAYS 

MEMORABLE
by Win Hadley

HURLEYVILLE – 
Dawn Ciorciari says the 
pandemic made her do it.

As the result of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and 
the resulting restrictions, 
Ms. Ciorciari, the Gener-
al Manager of Bold Gold 
Media Group’s New York 
radio stations, was mo-
tivated to start walking 
more with her family last 
year, and Hurleyville’s 
Milk Train Trail became 
their favorite place to do 
it. Eventually, she invit-
ed other families to join 
them.

“The pandemic created 
an obvious void in physi-
cal activity, particularly 
among our local youth, 
who were doing remote 
school most of the past 
year and had all of youth 
sports put on hold,” Ms. 
Ciorciari says. 

Ms. Ciorciari used 
the local radio stations 
she managed, WSUL, 
WVOS, and Thunder 
102, to spread the word, 
then enlisted the partici-
pation of Sullivan 180, 
the Sullivan O&W Rail 
Trail Alliance, and the 
Fallsburg Youth Com-
mission, and Movement 
Mondays was born.

“It’s simple,” she says. 
“Each Monday we invite 
families to join together 
to walk, run, hike, or bike 
on the Sullivan O&W 
Rail Trail in Hurleyville 
anytime between 6-8 
p.m. This program is de-
signed to get our commu-
nity moving with other 
families on a regular ba-
sis. The hope is that this 
will be duplicated at the 
other rail trails through-
out the County, and ulti-
mately has a positive im-
pact on the overall health 
of our community.”

Ms. Ciorciari says that 
on Monday, August 30, 
Sullivan County Histori-
an John Conway will join 
in the walk, and provide 
some narration describ-
ing some of the historical 
events that relate to the 
trail, such as the explo-
sion of the boiler of a pas-
senger train just before it 
arrived in Hurleyville in 
February of 1907. Three 
crew men died in the 
explosion, and a dozen 
passengers were injured. 
Today, an interpretive 
sign explaining the event 
has been erected near the 
site of the explosion, but 
there are several interest-
ing sidelights to the story 
that are not included in 
the text of the sign.

Mr. Conway says the 
story pf the train wreck is 
just one of many he will 
be talking about during 
the walk. The walks be-
gin each Monday evening 
at 6 p.m., with partici-
pants meeting at the Milk 
Train Trail trail head near 
the basketball courts just 
off Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
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by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– It was 50 years ago this 
month—on August 18, 
1971—that the duo of Har-
vey Stoloff and Marvin 
Newman clinched the cham-
pionship in the Wednesday 
Night Golf League at the 
Lochmor golf course in 
Loch Sheldrake.

Mr. Stoloff was an indus-
trial arts teacher in the Mon-
ticello School district, while 
Mr. Newman was an attor-
ney with an office on Broad-
way in the village.

The pair clinched the 
championship with one 
week remaining in the 16-
week schedule by capturing 
all four points in their con-
test against Per Hellevig and 
Mack Rosen.

“Stoloff carded his season 
low of 39 in the nine-hole 

match to assure his team of 
first place in the league com-
petition,” the Times Herald-
Record newspaper reported 
in its August 21, 1971 edi-
tion. “The second place 
team of Joe Drobysch and 
Bob Akers were stymied by 
Clem Leffer and Bruce Sil-
verman when they lost 2-1/2 
points, subsequently being 
knocked out of contention 
for the league leadership.”

The Record reported that 
the duel for second place 
would thus be decided on 
the last week of play the fol-
lowing Wednesday because 
of a strong showing by the 
team of martin Van Fleet 
and John Halchak, who re-
corded three points on the 
night to move into conten-
tion.

The results of that final 
week of play were not re-
ported.

FIFTY YEARS AGO…
Monticello Duo Wins Lochmor 

Championship

Liberty Man Earns National Accolade
From Soap Box Derby

FORTRESS BIKES OPENS NEW POSSIBILITIES
Biking on Milk Train Trail Easier Now
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award, established in 2015, 
recognizes a youth under the 
age of 21 who has made a 
positive impact on the Soap 
Box Derby program by vol-
unteering and mentoring on 
the local or national level.

Mr. Van Keuren, who fin-
ished third in the world in 

the Rally Masters Division 
in his previous trip to Akron 
in 2019, was competing in 
his final race, since he will 
be too old to compete next 
year. He accepted the award 
with his characteristic mod-
esty, and promised to con-
tinue to work with younger 

by PartyMaster, which con-
tinues to operate in the back 

section.
And owner Hal Simon, 

who runs the operation with 
his wife Lori, wants people 
to know that there is more 
to his business than just pro-
viding reliable wheels to in-
dividuals looking to burn off 
a few calories.

“Fortress Bikes wants ev-
eryone to know that biking 
on the O&W Rail Trail can 

racers going forward.
“I’ve gotten to meet tons 

of wonderful people from 
across the country and 
make friends and memories 
that will be with me for a 
lifetime,” Mr. Van Keuren 
said. “I’m very thankful for 
being honored in receiving 
the President’s Youth Vol-
unteer Service Award, and 
this isn’t goodbye. I still 
have a lot of cars to build 
for the next generation of 
Barn Buddies (racing team). 
I’m happy to have had such 
a long and successful ca-
reer in the sport that I truly 
love.”

In addition to Mr. Van 
Keuren, Sullivan County 
racers who qualified for 
the Akron championships 
this year included Brooke 
Nichols, Brooke Roth, Cora 
Freidenstine, Mason Smith, 
and Cassie Wolcott.

be a great team building or 
corporate event,” he says. 
“We have beautiful, brand 
new bikes that you and 
your teams can take out on 
the trail for a 2-hour ride, 
and we can even incorpo-
rate a scavenger hunt if you 
wish.”

Mr. Simon says custom-
ers can also utilize the busi-
ness’s front lawn for picnics 
after their ride.

“We can even make the 
arrangements to have it 
catered or folks can bring 
their own grills,” he says. 

Those wishing to rent 
bikes for team building 
exercises or corporate out-
ings should contact Mr. 
Simon ahead of time to 
check availability and make 
reservations. He can be 
reached via email at:  for-
tressbikes@gmail.com or 
by phone at 845-843-9555.
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Sullivan County’s qualifiers for the All-American Soap Box Derby 
in Akron, Ohio. Morgan Van Keuren, who won the President’s 
Youth Volunteer Service award, is top center.
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