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BASKETBALLA SENSE OF PLACE

FALLSBURG – Superinten-
dent Dr. Ivan Katz said it best 
about the re-opening of school 
on September 8.

“I want to thank everyone - 
parents, kids, all staff, Rolling 
V, the Fallsburg PD and anyone 
else who should be recognized 
- for making the first three days 
of school as successful as pos-
sible, given a number of chal-
lenging circumstances we are 
working through,” he said. 
“Thank you for working with 
us! Each day will hopefully be 
an improvement over the day 
before.”

In this era of the pandemic, 
Fallsburg is grateful to do 
things that were once consid-
ered “normal” like sending 
our children off to school. In 
the Junior/Senior High School 
(FJSHS), students entered the 
building into the new security 
vestibule, where Principal Kyle 
Roddey and Guidance Coun-
selor Sonja Ferreira greeted 
them at the front door, and af-
ter having their temperatures 
checked, they entered through 
the lobby doors.

Teachers, staff, custodians, 
food service personnel were 

everywhere in the building, 
high school students went into 
the cafeteria and junior high 
students to the Auditorium to 
receive their schedules. Stu-
dents then went to their home-
rooms to start the school day.

At Benjamin Cosor El-
ementary School (BCES), 
the day began about an hour 
later.  Many parents drove and 
brought their children directly 
into the building through the 
gymnasium. These children 
were greeted, given instruction 
where to go, and had their tem-
peratures checked. 

At the front entrance, buses 
dropped off children in grades 
one through six.  Once inside, 
the students had their tempera-
tures checked, met with several 
different teachers with laptops, 
and were escorted by other 
staff to their classrooms.

One of the busiest areas 
was the kindergarten wing en-
trance, where buses dropped 
off the youngsters into the ca-
pable hands of Assistant Prin-
cipal Dave Viglione. Rolling V 
Bus drivers and monitors were 
very careful, and assisted the 
children down the bus steps 
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Fallsburg Welcomes Students Back to School

A DREAM COME TRUE
High School Finding Hurleyville to Its Liking

Old and New Hurleyville Schools in the News
Work Begins on Columbia Hill School 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fallsburg High School Prin-
cipal Kyle Roddey has just 
opened the front exterior door 
into the new security vestibule 
for incoming students.

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – Just a 
few short weeks ago, it ap-
peared certain that the one-
room schoolhouse at the top 
of Columbia Hill would be 
torn down, if it didn’t col-
lapse on its own first. But be-
fore the month of September 
had drawn to a close, the his-
toric building’s preservation 
seemed assured, and remedial 
work had already begun. 

As reported in last month’s 
edition of The Hurleyville 
Sentinel, Lee Ann Lounsbury, 
who lives in Albany, has pur-
chased the building and is 
planning to restore it for use 
as a family cottage, while en-
suring that “as much of the 
original materials [are] pre-
served as possible.”

According to a history of 
the school compiled as part 

of “The One Room School 
Houses of The Town of 
Thompson” project complet-
ed a few years ago,  the school 
dates back to 1838, and was 
built on property “carved out 
of the farm owned by Elijah 
and  Sarah Clark… the Clarks 
issued a lease to the school at 
no cost, with the only condi-
tion being that it would be 
kept in good repair, and the 
lease expired if and when 
the school was no longer 
to be used. It was used con-
tinuously for 105 years until 
1943, and it was the District 
17 school of the Monticello 
School District. Several years 
later, it was acquired by the 
Lounsbury family.”

Ms. Lounsbury is part of 
that family, which has been in 
the Hurleyville area for gener-
ations. Her grandfather, Dan-
iel Webster Lounsbury, was 

the last trustee of the school 
and had inherited all the re-
cords from the district dating 

back to the beginning. Other 
members of the family had 
served as clerks, librarians, 

by Brian Dennis

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Collaborative College High 
School opened in Hurleyville 
in September, and for one 
student, it has been a home-
coming. Seventh grader Luke 
Porter lives on Waldorf Av-
enue, and the Sentinel asked 
him to talk about what it’s 
like to go to school in his 
home town.

Q. What grade are you in 
now?

LP: I am in the 7th grade.
Q. How long have you 

been going to the Homestead 
School?

LP: I have attended the 
Homestead school since 
preschool. I was 3 when I 
started there. This will be 
my 10th year at the Home-
stead. 

Q. Did you ever go to an-
other school?

LP: No.
 Q. What do you like most 

about the Homestead/Collab-
orative College High School?

LP: I like the fact that 
there are really interesting 
classes coming our way, 
such as video production, 
integrated cosmology, and 
regenerative planetary 
studies. This is not what my 
friends in other schools are 
being offered. I feel like we 
are being taught about the 
world we live in and how 

we can improve it. We have 
always gotten a lot of free-
dom in our choices of what 
we want to learn at the 
Homestead. 

The new building is very 
inviting, there is a wood 
shop and pottery studio, 
lots of room to learn.  I 
can’t wait to use the bikes 
on the rail trail. 

Q. After going to school 
in Hurleyville for one week 
what do you think of the 
community?

LP: I really like Hur-
leyville, my small home 
town with lots of new build-
ings, and characters. 

Q. Do you like going to 
school so close to home? 
Why? 

LP: I love that I can walk 
to school, and the fact that 
it’s right around the corner 
gives me some new freedom 
and independence to get 
there and back myself. 

I’m hoping to have 
friends come over after 
school, maybe walk to the 
store for a snack or movies 
with my friends. 

Q. What do you want to do 
as a career when you finish 
school?

LP: I want to help ani-
mals, improve environ-
ments they live in. Marine 
biology is really interesting 
to me, but there is a lot I 
haven’t learned yet.

HIGH PRAISE FOR HOMESTEAD 
An Interview with CCHS Student Luke Porter of Hurleyville

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY
Work has begun to preserve the old Columbia Hill School, located at the intersection of Anawana Lake and Whittaker Roads.

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – The in-
novative Collaborative Col-
lege High School has had a 
few weeks now to acclimate to 
its new home on Hurleyville’s 
Main Street, and all indica-
tions up to this point are that 
it’s a perfect fit. 

The high school’s Direc-
tor, Jack Comstock, is thrilled 
with the former Technology 
Hub and Incubator building at 
202 Main Street that The Cen-
ter for Discovery has donated, 
and says that Hurleyville’s 
unique features have provided 
opportunities to students they 
would be hard pressed to find 
elsewhere.

“The CCHS Building is a 
dream come true,” Mr. Com-
stock says. “For our 40 stu-
dents and 12 staff we have 
ample room to gather as a 
community each morning be-
fore breaking off into groups 
for our interdisciplinary stud-
ies. The classroom spaces al-

low our students to spread out 
safely while participating in 
individual and group learn-
ing. Our yearlong curriculum 
theme is ‘Sense of Place’ and 
as we actively engage in learn-
ing about our new campus and 
Hurleyville, students frequent-
ly find that their studies take 
them outside to the greenhouse 
and garden plot or to explore 
nature along the rail trail.”

Mr. Comstock has said be-
fore that while the Homestead 
School’s campus in Glen Spey 
is perfectly designed for the el-

ementary grades taught there, 
it was not as suitable for sec-
ondary school students. Add-
ing the new campus in Hur-
leyville for the older students 
last month has proved to be the 
solution.  

“For students and staff alike, 
we are thrilled by all of the 
many new opportunities that 
Hurleyville provides,” he said. 
“While I can’t speak for ev-
eryone, I would venture to say 
that as a community we feel 
very at home in Hurleyville. 
On a number of occasions, I 

have delighted in watching as 
students tour a parent through 
the CCHS Building with utter 
enthusiasm and pride.”

Mr. Comstock says the 
school has focused on commu-
nity building and orientation in 
the first few weeks of instruc-
tion. And they have made good 
use of the Milk Train Trail, one 
of those special features Hur-
leyville offers to both students 
and teachers.

“This past Friday, two teach-
ers from The Center for Dis-
covery, with the assistance of 
CCHS teachers Alex Broz and 
Tim Larson, took the majority 
of the CCHS students on a bi-
cycle ride along the rail trail,” 
he said. “Students who weren’t 
comfortable or able to ride a 
bicycle benefited from TCFDs 
three-wheel bikes, allowing all 
students who wanted to partic-
ipate the opportunity to do so. 
The smiles on the student fac-
es as they came cruising back 
toward campus along the trail 
were a highlight of my week.”

PHOTO PROVIDED
A workspace in the new CCHS building at 202 Main Street.

and teachers.
“My family has deep roots 

in Hurleyville and the sur-

rounding area going back sev-
eral generations,” she says. 
“My parents both grew up in 

the area, and as a kid we spent 
lots of time at my grandpar-
ents’ home at the top of Co-
lumbia Hill and with other 
relatives in the area.

“The building itself was 
in pretty rough shape and I 
didn’t want to see it demol-
ished,” she adds. “Not only 
is the building’s history im-
portant to me and to many 
in the community, but it also 
represents what parents did to 
make sure their children had 
an education so many years 
ago, when farming families 
had no extra money or time, 
yet somehow raised the mon-
ey, built the building, hired 
teachers, etc., to make sure 
their children had the benefits 
an education provides.”   

The schoolhouse restora-
tion project is exemplary of 
what Stephanie Weeks, the 
president and CEO of the Na-

tional Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation touts as the modern 
approach to historic preserva-
tion. Ms. Meeks, the author 
of “The Past and Future City: 
How Historic Preservation Is 
Reviving America’s Commu-
nities,” writes that “historic 
preservation is both a way to 
save beautiful old buildings 
and the stories they carry, and 
to deeply engage with the lo-
cal community and their con-
cerns and needs.” 

Ms. Lounsbury’s plans 
seem to carry out both mis-
sions, and she says she plans 
to keep it simple.

“I’m hoping to have the 
work completed by the spring 
or early summer of 2022,” she 
says. “I don’t have plans for 
any additions or additional 
structures on the property at 
this point-- we have enough to 
do getting it back in shape!”

PHOTO PROVIDED
Luke Porter

with BCES staff. Temperatures 
were taken by staff with por-
table devices.  Kindergarten 
teachers and aides met students 
outside the building to help sort 
out the different classes.

A little after 10 o’clock, 
parents arrived with the morn-
ing pre-K class. On the first 
day, parents met with teacher 
Mindy Conciatori and aide 
Jennie Varner. Most kids be-
gan playing with toys at their 
desks. Others played alongside 
their parents. Ms. Conciatori 
went from student to student 
and greeted them warmly. Ms. 
Varner was doing the same in 
another part of the classroom. 
The children and their families 

seemed totally at ease thanks to 
the atmosphere created by the 
staff.

It was evident that staff in 
BCES and FJSHS were pre-
pared and eager to greet every 
child and family that entered.  
The Principals and Assistant 
Principals deserve high praise. 
Thank you, Kyle Roddey, Sha-
na Bruestle, Mary Kate Stine-
hour and Dave Viglione for the 
good start of school year 2021-
2022.
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HURLEYVILLE
- SULLIVAN FIRST

The members of Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First are 
still busy working on proj-
ects to make Hurleyville 
more beautiful.

A new solar light was in-
stalled at the flagpole at the 
Hurleyville Firemen’s Park.

The barrels on Main Street 
and the planters at the en-
trances to Hurleyville and 
at the Hurleyville Firehouse 
always need weeding and 
watering. 

Repairs to the histori-
cal kiosk at the Hurleyville 
Firemen’s Park are almost 
complete. Updated histori-
cal and informational panels 
are ready to be placed in the 
kiosk. New larger weather-
proof cabinets will be in-
stalled soon at the Little Free 
Library at the Hurleyville 
Firemen’s Park.

Please visit www.hur-
leyvilleny.com for more 
information about Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First. You 
can also visit Hurleyville-
Sullivan First on Facebook.

HURLEYVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH

Sunday services at the 
church begin at 9 a.m. Chil-
dren of all ages are invited to 
attend Sunday school at the 
church during services.

The Bible study group 
meets in the sanctuary at the 
church every Tuesday at 7 
p.m. 

Fully vaccinated church-
goers do not have to wear a 
mask in the church.

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church will be 
open on Thursday, October 
21st and on Thursday, Oc-
tober 28 from 3 until 5 p.m. 
Anyone who is not vaccinat-
ed should wear a mask when 
visiting the food pantry.

Pastor Jorge is delivering 
sermons online on Facebook 
at 11 a.m. on Sundays.

You can pray with oth-
ers over the phone on the 
church’s prayer line on Sun-
days from 7 to 8 p.m. The 
prayer line phone number 
is 605-472-5491 and the ac-
cess code is 251678. 

“MESSY CHURCH”, 
Youth Group meetings and 
the women’s group meetings 
are still cancelled for now.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-
tion. You can also get up-
dates at the church’s page on 
Facebook.

THE SULLIVAN 
COUNTY MUSEUM 

AND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Sullivan County Mu-
seum is open. Visitors are 
welcome and the archives 
are open for research. 

Appointments for group 
tours must be scheduled by 

contacting the museum of-
fice.

The Sullivan County 
Historical Society Annual 
Meeting and Awards Din-
ner will be held on Sunday, 
October 24, at the Rockland 
House in Roscoe. Award-
winning singer and record-
ing artist Mickey Barnett 
will be honored as the 2021 
History Maker. Mickey has 
contributed to the entertain-
ment industry in Sullivan 
County for more than 40 
years, as a singer, producer, 
radio personality and re-
cording artist. Please contact 
the museum for tickets, pro-
gram advertising opportuni-
ties and more information.

Donations to the museum 
and historical society are 
welcome. Support is always 
needed for the ongoing in-
crease in the amount of 
funds needed to operate the 
museum. 

Anyone interested in ge-
nealogy and the history of 
life in Sullivan County can 
send an email to info@scny-
history.org for information 
on volunteering at the mu-
seum.

Please call the museum 
at 845-434-8044 or email 
info@scnyhistory.org for 
more information or to 
schedule group tours.

The museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open on Tues-
day through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on 
Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m.

Per Sullivan County 
guidelines, visitors to the 
museum are required to 
wear masks.

Visit the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and Mu-
seum on Facebook or at 
www.scnyhistory.org.

by Kelly Adams

HURLEYVILLE – “Hay-
wire,” a student-created short 
film to be screened as part of 
the Big Eddy Film Festival, 
was a project born out of ne-
cessity. 

After a year of experiencing 
a world truncated by the reali-
ties and fears of the pandemic, 
the students at The Homestead 
School were champing at the 
bit to express themselves cre-
atively. “Haywire” afforded 
our students a variety of me-
diums for this self-expression. 
Some students had their voic-
es heard through the creating 
and writing of the screenplay, 
others were sparked by the op-
portunity to engage with the 
technologies necessary to cre-
ate/film the project, while oth-
ers took eagerly to the stage 
provided by the camera to per-
form the story. 

“Screenwriting was some-
thing I’d never done before, 
and it was definitely fun,” said 
Gabriela Almonte, a Home-
stead student. “It was a good 
experience to learn about ev-
eryone’s talents as we put to-
gether the movie.” “Haywire” 
will be showing at Bethel 
Woods on October 2 at 5:30 
pm as part of the Rural Shorts 
program.

The rousing success of this 
project can be attributed to the 
level of creativity living with-
in the students as well as the 
magnetic pull of digital media 
work. 

“I grew from the experience 
and learned more about film-
making, which is something 
I’ve always been interested 
in,” said eighth grader Thom-

as Caputo. 
Student director, Aly-

ena Galvin-Bliefernich said, 
“Even though it was challeng-
ing, this experience opened 
me up to a whole new world.” 
For Skye McShane, being be-
hind the camera was, “a life-
changing experience.”

This new world is one that 
will be expanded upon on the 
CCHS campus. “Haywire” 
represents a starting point in 
this greater and more diversi-
fied mission. As the students 
graduate to the CCHS cam-
pus, a new Digital Media 
department is available to 
them. Students will have the 
mediums of audio and visual 
production accessible as they 
navigate the ambitious cur-
riculum at CCHS. Through 
the creation of documentaries, 
narrative stories, video art, 
short films, news clips, live vi-
suals, and podcast-style radio 
shows, students will be able to 
present and organize informa-
tion in stimulating and excit-
ing ways. 

Zarah Cabanas, Homestead 
Digital Media teacher says, 
“At the end of their years at 
CCHS, our expectation is that 
students will be well-versed in 
presenting themselves, their 
community, and their world 
through the ever-changing 
lens of digital media. We’re 
teaching students how to ex-
pand upon what already ex-
ists so they can create work 
that expresses their authentic 
voice.” 

The future holds limitless 
possibilities for the CCHS 
community and we expect to 
see many more film festival 
entries in the years to come.

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

PHOTO BY KELLY ADAMS
At the end of last year, the 
film’s completion was cel-
ebrated with a screening at 
the Hurleyville Performing 
Arts Centre.

Alli
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

September was a pretty 
jammed month, as everyone 
was trying to make the most 
of the last of summer and 
outdoor performing.

THE CATSKILL BREW-
ERY in Livingston Manor 
is another new venue. They 
actually set up an impressive 
sized stage for the groups 
that perform so patrons can 
sit outside, socially distanced 
at their tables to enjoy the 
music and the fabulous beers 
produced there. Now, I’m 
the first to admit I’m not a 
beer drinker, but I’ve known 
the guys at this brewery for 
a couple of years now and I 
can say that they have pro-
duced a few that could make 
me change my mind. 

The group performing was 
an impressive eight-piece 
called HIGHER LOVE that 
covered the music of STE-
VIE WINWOOD. They are 
Orange County-based and 
several are teachers of music 
in one capacity or another. 
BRIAN ORZELL on bass 
and vocals, MIKE STIEN on 
drums and vocals, CHERYL 
DAEHER on vocals, JIM 
AGNETA on keyboard, 
JOHN MISTI on guitar, 
JAY ORZELL percussion 
and guitar and BRANDON 
SPARKMAN on saxophone, 
flute, keyboard, guitar and 
mandolin together create 
magic!

I popped out to CABER-
NET FRANK’S on a Thurs-
day night to see a group with 
the bizarre fun name of THE 
DIRTY STAY OUT SKIF-
FLERS. That night, they 
were a duo, RICK NES-
TLER on guitar and vocals 
and his wife DONNA NES-
TLER on banjolele and vo-
cals. Usually, there is a third 
member, DAN BERGER on 
harmonica.  

If anyone had told me how 
much I would enjoy their 
music, I would have given 
them that “side-eyed glance.” 
The fact that they had ‘skif-
flers’ in their name was im-
mediately of interest. Skiffle 
is when country, jazz, folk 
or other genre is played on 
unconventional instruments. 
Jugs fit into that, washboards 
too. The banjolele DONNA 
NESTLER plays fit in, too. I 
had never heard of it before, I 
had to look it up. The body is 
shaped like a small banjo and 
the frets (those horizontal 
pieces of metal on the neck 
of, say, a guitar) are placed 
on the neck like they are on a 

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

Homestead Film Screens
at Big Eddy Festival

FROST

Wikipedia defines frost 
as “a thin layer of ice on 
a solid surface, which 
forms from water vapor in 
an above-freezing atmo-
sphere coming in contact 
with a solid surface whose 
temperature is below 
freezing, and resulting in 
a phase change from wa-
ter vapor (a gas) to ice (a 
solid) as the water vapor 
reaches the freezing point. 
In temperate climates, it 
most commonly appears 
on surfaces near the ground 
as fragile white crystals; 
in cold climates, it oc-
curs in a greater variety of 
forms. The propagation of 
crystal formation occurs by 
the process of nucleation.”

There are several differ-
ent forms of frost, such as 
“hoar frost” (also known as 
radiation frost or pruina), 
which is formed from the 
deposit of water vapor from 
air of low humidity; “advec-
tion frost” (also called wind 
frost), which refers to tiny 
ice spikes that form when a 
very cold wind is blowing 
over tree branches, poles, 

and other surfaces; “win-
dow frost” (also called fern 
frost or ice flowers), which 
forms when a glass pane 
is exposed to very cold air 
on the outside and warmer, 
moderately moist air on 
the inside, and water va-
por condenses on the glass, 
forming frost patterns; and 
“white frost,” which is a 
solid deposit of ice that 
forms directly from water 
vapor contained in the air.

On sloping snowbanks, 
the layer of frost crystals 
can sometimes create an 
avalanche risk.

Frostbite is a skin injury 
that can occur when skin 
is exposed to extreme low 
temperatures, which causes 
the freezing of the skin or 
other tissues.

Plants can also be dam-
aged by frost, or sometimes 
even killed. This varies 
with the type of plant, the 
tissue exposed, and how 
low temperatures get; a 
“light frost” of 28 to 32 °F 
damages fewer types of 
plants than a “hard frost” of 
below 28 °F. 

FIRE SAFETY SENSE

The alarm rings out and wakens us
It is loud to let us know

There’s a business, house or car ablaze
Whether summer heat or winter snow.

Did the smoke detector sound at all?
An escape plan…was it set?

Did the family meet where they had planned?
Did they grab their family pet?

You must leave possessions
Never, never go back in

Because fire safety rules tell us
That would be a cardinal sin!

Pay attention to equipment
You should always have on hand

An extinguisher for small fires
And a practiced escape plan.

Detectors for the gas that kills
And the one for smoke, of course

For more info you must seek it from
Our best fire safety source…

The Hurleyville Fire Department
 We thank them for their service!

- Mimi
  October, 2021

PHOTO PROVIDED

COLUMBIA HILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ALLIANCE (CHNA)

The CHNA steering com-
mittee meets monthly to 
prepare for the next appear-
ance of the 535-townhouse 
Gan Eden Estates project on 
the agenda of the Town of 
Thompson Planning Board. 

The Gan Eden Estates 
project on Columbia Hill is 
a threat to our community.  
Inaccurate planning deci-
sions, faulty water quality 
testing, irresponsible envi-
ronmental considerations 
and unsustainable develop-
ment will only lead to disas-
ter in our community.

The members of CHNA 
also continue to monitor 
the alarming building activ-
ity in the area of Huschke 
Road.

Visit CHNA at www.
columbiahill.org and on 
Facebook to learn how you 
can help to protect your en-
vironment and your com-
munity by demanding re-
sponsible and sustainable 
development.

ukulele.  The first were built 
somewhere around 1917.

It meshed beautifully with 
RICH NESTLER’S expert 
guitar work. Don’t ask me 
what songs they performed, I 
didn’t recognize any of them. 
And yet, there I sat, totally 
engrossed. This music is like 
the music of the Appalachia, 
like the fun folk bordering on 
risque music of the 1920s-
1950s.  If you’re in the mood 
for an uplifting, smile-filled 
evening, find out where they 
are and go see them.

Then I get a text from my 
friend CASWYN MOON on 
the next Thursday, letting me 
know about a gig on Satur-
day at THE DALE in Moun-
taindale, where he would be 
with MATT ALBECK, IAN 
CHRISTOPHER ROBERTS 
and SEAN T. MURRAY, 
opening for RICHARD TRA-
VISS.  

If you’re not familiar with 
these names, I suggest you 
google them. If CASWYN 
texts me, it’s very special. 
And it was. First, it was the 

first time I’d seen him backed 
by a band, it’s usually solo. 
And second, it wass RICH-
ARD TRAVISS. What an 
amazing talent with quite a 
following.  He’s part of the 
THE ELECTRIC CHORDS, 
a group that I’ve been trying 
to see all summer but some-
thing always seemed to come 
up!  

That night, I got the full 
RICHARD TRAVISS ex-
perience. A bit ZAPPA, a 
bit WARREN ZEVON, a 
bit grunge, a bit Reggae, 
and totally original!! JUST 
BLOODY WOW!!  And who 
do I run into? Our very own 
RACHEL CARRIGEN from 
FIBER ON MAIN! What 
fun!

One more thing before I 
go: I’m teaching a Beginning 
Crochet class on Monday, 
Oct 25 from 3 to 5 p.m. at 
FIBER ON MAIN. Contact 
Rachel if you’re interested.  

Please stay safe, get vaxxed 
if you are not, and mask up!

Until next time……….

PHOTO BY KATHLEEN SULLIVAN
John, John and Vic (left to right) installed the new solar-
powered light on the flag pole at Firemen’s Park.



LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
The roar of motorcycles ap-
proaching marked the arrival 
of over a dozen energetic 
volunteers at Hope Farm, 
located on the grounds of 
SUNY Sullivan. Ready to 
help with the annual fall har-
vest, on September 19, bik-
ers from the Knights Order 
Law Enforcement Motor-
cycle Club (LEMC), a group 
made up of law enforce-
ment, first responders, mili-
tary/veterans, and civilians, 
and the Knights of Colum-
bus from the Church of Saint 
Peter in Monticello, assisted 
with the busy harvesting 
season. Everyone spent their 
afternoon picking vegetables 
at the 3-acre organic farm, 
which is operated by New 
Hope Community, of Loch 
Sheldrake. Working along-
side people who have intel-
lectual and developmental 
disabilities, the volunteers 

unearthed 211 lbs. of farm 
fresh potatoes and picked 70 
lbs. of peppers.

Hope Farm, a cooperative 
project between New Hope 
Community and SUNY Sul-
livan, is a unique and re-
warding setting for the em-
ployees and volunteers who 
live in New Hope Commu-
nity’s residential homes.

“The people we support 
love planting, growing and 
harvesting a delicious array 
of fresh vegetables. It’s won-
derful to see them learning 
so much about nature and 
appreciating the value this 
brings into so many of our 
lives,” said Debra J. Mc-
Ginness, Chief Executive 
Officer of New Hope Com-
munity. “The fall season is 
a busy time of year, and we 
thank the Knights Order and 
the Knights of Columbus for 
generously spending their 
time to help with the harvest. 

They really showed a lot of 
heart!”

Each year, more than 
11,000 pounds of fresh or-
ganic vegetables are grown 
on the farm and are used in 
New Hope Community’s 
residential homes, by the 
college’s culinary arts stu-
dents in meal preparation, 
and are donated to commu-
nity nutrition programs and 
food pantries to combat food 
insecurity.

The volunteer event 
was coordinated by Da-
vid Lee, a retired Monroe, 
NY, detective and member 
of the Knight’s Order, Or-
ange County Chapter, who 
planned the event in honor 
of his son David Joshua, a 
resident of New Hope Com-
munity. 

“Helping out at the farm is 
a really good cause and I am 
proud that the Knights Order 
can honor my son with this 

day of service. We have a 
great group of people in the 
club and are always look-
ing for a way to give back to 
people in the community,” 
he said.  

The Sullivan County 
Chapter of the Knights Or-
der joined in right away 
once they learned of this lo-
cal event.

After a quick tour of the 
farm, led by Head Farmer 
Megan Greene, the volun-
teers went to work.

“We were all excited to 
have the Knights Order and 
the Knights of Columbus 
visit us at the farm. Everyone 
was so friendly,” Ms. Greene 
said. “They engaged with 
our individuals, were ready 
to work and were a huge 
help to us. We would love to 
have them back again!”

The motorcycles were also 
a hit with the men and wom-
en New Hope Community 

supports, including Dean, 
who was thrilled to spend 
time with the seasoned bik-
ers. Attired in his signature 
denim vest adorned with 
Harley Davidson patches, he 
grinned, saying, “They’re so 
cool!”

Tara, a resident of one of 
New Hope Community’s 42 
residential homes, arrived 
promptly for work just in 
time to welcome the motor-
cycles as they rolled in. She 
also shared her knowledge of 
the farm and explained how 
she enjoys “helping people 
and harvesting the crops” 
before it gets cold out.

Farm Associate Anthony, 
who has worked on the farm 
since its inception and par-
ticipates in New Hope Com-
munity’s supported employ-
ment program, summed it 
up, saying, “We could use 
the extra help and we thank 
the Knights for everything.” 
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HOPE FARM GETS HARVESTING HELP 
From Knights of Columbus

Cider Making on the Farm

Sullivan Renaissance Awards Scholarships 

Delgado Reintroduces Small Farm 
to School Act

Legislation Incentivizes Schools to Purchase Food 
from Small, Local Farms

GRAHAMSVILLE – Ci-
der Making on the 1930s 
Catskill Farm will be held 
Sunday, October 10 1 to 3 
p.m. at the Museum on St. 
Rt. 55 (332 Main Street) 
Grahamsville.  A great old 
fashioned fall activity - 
experience old time cider 
making with a hand cider 
press! 

Restored by Museum 
Trustee David Forshay, 
the hand press will press 

fresh local apples after they 
have been grinded in an 
old time grinder. The old 
time apple pressing process 
and its importance on fam-
ily farms will be discussed, 
and a cider making histori-
cal display can be explored. 
All of the buildings on the 
1930s Catskill Farm will be 
open for visitors, including 
the farm house, barn, milk 
house, electric plant and 
working waterwheel build-

ing with educational and 
interactive activities and 
guided tours.  

Cider making has a long 
history, and was important 
on any farm that had an 
apple orchard. Since the 
safety of drinking water 
was still a concern in early 
America, cider continued 
to be the best choice. Early 
settlers also believed cider 
aided in the prevention of 
many illnesses and helped 
them live a long life. 

Admission:  Members are 
free, and non-members: $5 
for adults and $2 for chil-
dren. Includes the cider 
making demonstration, ad-
mission to the 1930s Lost 
Catskill Farm and to the 
Museum’s three floors of 
interactive exhibitions.   

Connecting Water People 
and the Catskills, the Time 
and the Valleys Museum is 
currently open by appoint-
ment and during programs. 
Located at 332 Main Street 
in Grahamsville (St. Rt. 55), 
Sullivan County, admission 
for adults is a suggested do-
nation of $5, children under 
16, $2, and children under 
six are free.

LIBERTY – The Com-
munity Foundation of Or-
ange and Sullivan Counties 
awarded six Sullivan Renais-
sance scholarships to volun-
teers who made a significant 
contribution to a 2021 Sulli-
van Renaissance project. The 
following individuals will 
receive scholarships for the 
spring 2022 semester:

Victor Blinov continues 
his studies at SUNY Old 
Westbury, focusing on poli-
tics, economics, and law. His 
video recording and edit-
ing skills were put to good 
use in documenting events 
at the Phillipsport Commu-
nity Center which enabled 
this community hub to ap-
ply for grants to support their 
programing. “My volunteer 
experience will not end any-
time soon. I find it to put a 
smile on my face after I am 
done with a project, hoping 

that the good karma I gave to 
someone will be passed along 
to another lucky recipient.”

Nicole Davis is a freshman 
at Siena College School of 
Business. She assisted Liv-
ingston Manor with weeding 
and mulching gardens, col-
lecting litter, and sweeping 
the sidewalks. “Each volun-
teer activity I have been a 
member of has enriched my 
view on life and affected me 
in more ways than one. Af-
ter working with Sullivan 
Renaissance I realized that 
I found a passion in my life 
that I do not want to give up.”

Nathaniel DePaul attends 
SUNY Albany where he stud-
ies both Political Science and 
Economics in preparation for 
attending law school. Na-
thaniel assisted Livingston 
Manor Renaissance with 
placing their hanging baskets 
and planter boxes along Main 

Street, as well as planting, 
watering, and other mainte-
nance tasks. “After almost 7 
years of working with Liv-
ingston Manor Renaissance, 
I can say quite sincerely that 
there is nothing more fulfill-
ing than the work we do. I am 
consistently impressed by the 
work ethic and determina-

tion of the LM Renaissance 
group, who have taught me 
so many lessons about life 
(and gardening) already.”

Andralyn LaGattu-
ta studies Art and Extended 
Media at Russell Sage Col-
lege. Andralyn helped main-
tain the flowers on the Route 
52 Bridge in White Sulphur 

Springs and painted the ham-
let’s newly acquired Sullivan 
Catskills dove. Volunteering 
has allowed her to become 
more aware of the inner 
workings of local communi-
ties, instilling a new pride 
for where she lives. The pro-
cess of painting the dove has 
been a labor of love, allowing 
Andralyn to show just how 
much the town means to her, 
and the opportunities she has 
had to grow.

Jesse Ouimet attends Al-
fred State College and aspires 
to be an architect. Jesse vol-
unteered mulching, watering, 
and mowing with Livingston 
Manor Renaissance, as well 
as at the Swan Lake Castle. 
Jesse commented that he 
learned the values that people 
have for their community 
and how much work they are 
willing to put into maintain-
ing their small town. When 

taking a step back, he noticed 
how beautiful the communi-
ty was through the eyes and 
camera lenses of residents 
and visitors.  

Dylan Price is a fresh-
man at Penn State University 
studying Broadcast Journal-
ism. Dylan volunteered with 
weeding and mulching gar-
dens in the Town of Forest-
burgh. “Volunteerism was 
stitched in the fabric of my 
character. It has always been 
second nature in my family 
to put others before ourselves 
and demonstrate selflessness, 
especially in your commu-
nity. Something interning 
and volunteering for this in-
credible organization, being 
an Eagle Scout and viewing 
the selflessness of my parents 
has taught me, is that volun-
teerism and helping others is 
vital.”

ATHENS, NY – Con-
gressman Antonio Delgado 
(NY-19) has announced the 
reintroduction of the bipar-
tisan Small Farm to School 
Act, which incentivizes 
partnerships between small 
farms and local schools. In 
making the announcement, 
Rep. Delgado was joined 
by state leaders and repre-
sentatives from the New 
York Farm Bureau, National 
Young Farmers Coalition, 
and the Coxsackie-Athens 
School District at Black 
Horse Farms in Athens, NY.

“The bipartisan Small 
Farm to School Act is good 
for our farmers and good for 
our families,” said Rep. Del-
gado. “We should be look-
ing for every opportunity 
to support our farmers and 
small businesses while help-
ing our young people access 
more nutritious, locally-
grown food. This bill will 
help form new partnerships 
and support our farmers as 
we recover from COVID-19 
and rebuild our communi-
ties.”

 “New York is an ag state, 
and we have an incred-
ible opportunity to bring 
healthier school meals to our 

children while creating new 
markets for small farmers 
and strengthening our local 
economies at the very same 
time,” said New York State 
Senate Agriculture Chair 
Michelle Hinchey. “The 
farm to school movement 
is a win across the board, 
and there are many legisla-
tive measures we can move 
forward at both federal and 
state levels to make it hap-
pen on a wider scale in New 
York, including Rep. Delga-
do’s Small Farm to School 
Act. I thank Rep. Delgado 
for his continued partnership 
in this space as we work to 
build a more resilient lo-
cal food system across our 
state.”

“This legislation will help 
put the most nutritious and 
locally-sourced food pos-
sible onto the lunch trays of 
our children. It will provide 
students with a higher qual-
ity, more satisfying meal 
that their parents can feel 
good about them eating. 
Our small, family-operated 
farms have been the back-
bone of our communities for 
generations, so the passage 
of this bill would be a win-
win for both students and 

local farmers, as well as our 
greater local economy,” said 
Assemblyman Chris Tague.

The full list of speak-
ers included State Senator 
Michelle Hinchey, Assem-
blyman Chris Tague, Eric 
Ooms, Vice President of 
the New York Farm Bureau, 
Randy Squier, Coxsackie-
Athens School District Su-
perintendent, Erika Rincon, 
National Young Farmers 
Coalition New York State 
Campaign Organizer, and 
Lloyd Zimmerman, Owner 
of Black Horse Farms.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Victor Blinov and Nicole Davis, two of six local students that 
received a 2021 Sullivan Renaissance scholarship.

PHOTO PROVIDED
The restored apple cider 
press at the Time and the 
Valleys Museum.

The invitation took me 
by surprise – a 50th High 
School Reunion!  I’d been 
out of touch with my class-
mates for most of those 
50 years and wondered 
how they even found me. 
(Google, of course.)  

A photograph was at-
tached to the invitation: 
the class of 1971 in its 
sophomore or junior year, 
formally posed, in rows, 
against the background 
of a chilly Central Park – 
snow on the ground; bare 
branches framing us over-
head. 

The 41 faces gazed 
into a future from which 
I looked back at them 
with a bittersweet blend 
of reminiscence and rue. 
There I was, in the back 
row, hair down to my 
shoulders, next to my best 
friend, Andy. “We contain 
all the ages we have ever 
been,” Ann Lamott wrote, 
and I imagine those past 
selves nested within one 
another, like the layers of 
a babushka doll, dwin-
dling back to infancy.

My sense of connection, 
present to past self, was 
intermittent. I’d catch a 
glimpse of it, only to have 
the elusive filament of 
identity disappear when I 
tried to fix it with a steady 
gaze. Some say there’s an 
essential self that lodges in 
the deep heart’s core and 
never changes, whatever 
the vicissitudes of our life 
and circumstances; others 
say the self is all contin-
gency and change, arising 
in relation to changing 
and contingent conditions, 
and that the sense of con-
tinuity is little more than a 
cognitive delusion. 

Metaphysics aside, I 
felt a tender regard for the 
young self in the photo, 
alongside the paradoxical 
sense of being and not-be-
ing that person: after all, 
who else could I be? and 
how could I not, after all, 
be someone else?

 I would have liked to 
attend a reunion with all 
of us as we were in that 
photo – to hear how we 
spoke, see how we moved, 
and glean what we an-
ticipated from the years 
ahead. Maybe I could let 
them (that is, us) know 
that things are looking 
pretty dire in 2021, that 
the planet is in peril to a 
degree unimaginable back 
then, so it might behoove 
them (that is, us) to look 
into this in their years 
ahead. Alas, our condition 
remains as Kierkegaard 
found it: life can only be 
understood backwards, 
but must be lived for-
wards. 

The actual reunion 
took place on Zoom, and 

was lovely. Half the class 
came. Others were disin-
clined, or off the Google 
grid; some had died; 
Andy, I was relieved to 
hear, was in the former, 
not the latter, category. We 
each shared a brief précis 
of what we’d done over 
50 years, a nutshell-in-a-
nutshell account. I wish 
I had a graph that could 
plot out our collective life 
trajectories and make up 
a portrait complementary 
to the Central Park photo. 
What would constitute 
the x and y axes of such a 
graph: choice and chance? 
good moves and bad? les-
sons learned and oops, I 
did it again?  

The reunion started with 
a slideshow contrasting 
then and now – our indi-
vidual Yearbook photos 
fading into contemporary 
portraits. There was a 
brief moment in the fade 
between pictures when the 
images, past and present, 
appeared superimposed 
over one another – differ-
ent ends of the temporal 
spectrum converging, il-
lustrating how we are in-
deed all the ages we’ve 
ever been. 

At the end of the slide-
show came an “in memo-
riam” section, acknowl-
edging those who hadn’t 
made it through the 50 
intervening years. It 
stunned, like the moment 
in “Our Town” when one 
realizes it’s Emily’s burial 
one is witnessing, and it 
was stunning for much the 
same reason: the photos 
and the names induced 
particular pangs for each 
of the decedents, as well 
as a global pang for all of 
us, for the fate we’re all 
heir to, the grand ebb and 
flow of the generational 
tides. At the next reunion 
– the 60th? the 75th? – our 
cohort will be smaller yet.

It brought me back to 
the Central Park class por-
trait. I’m unable to recall 
the particular day we all 
went outside for the shoot, 
though it must have been 
a bit of an occasion; it was 
winter; some of us were 
bundled up, some were 
lightly clad, in sweaters 
or with coats wide open, 
rebuffing the cold with 
the fervor of youth. As I 
look at the picture, I think 
of Rilke’s poem, the one 
where he scrutinizes a 
photograph of his father 
as a young man, the one 
that concludes: “O you 
swiftly fading photograph 
/ in my more slowly fad-
ing hand.” 

Jonathan Shimkin, writer 
and editor, may be contacted 
at jonathanshimkin@gmail.
com, or via his website: jona-
thanshimkin.weebly.com.

Out Divine 
Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those that do. We even 
supply all of the gear and 
provide all of the training 
needed, for free.  Stop by 
any Monday night and find 
out how you can help.

We attended the 92nd An-
nual Sullivan County Vol-
unteer Firefighter’s Associa-
tion parade in Grahamsville 
on a glorious sunny day. The 
Grahamsville Fire Depart-
ment did an outstanding job 
putting on the parade. Hur-
leyville won two trophies, 
a first place for the best ap-
pearing tanker and a second-
place marching trophy for 
small company regulation 
uniform. There was a great 
crowd on Main Street Gra-
hamsville and especially by 
the reviewing stand. There 
were many shout outs of 
“Thank You for Your Ser-
vice” and friends and fam-
ily cheering you on. It made 
you hold your head up a 
little higher and put a little 
more spring in your step. (I 
know I did)

At our September fire de-
partment meeting, we had a 
surprise guest. Reva Willis 
was there to present the fire 
department with a framed 
picture of the Twin Towers 
wrapped in the American 
Flag to say, “Thank you for 

what you do.” It will hang in 
a place of prominence in our 
meeting room for all to see. 
Thank you, Reva.

We are still up in the air 
if we will be having our an-
nual Pancake Breakfast on 
Sunday, October 31 and our 
Halloween Parade later that 
night because of the rise in 
COVID numbers.

Don’t forget October 3 – 9 
is “Fire Prevention Week.” 
This year’s theme is "Learn 
the Sounds of Fire Safe-
ty."  From beeps to chirps, 
this year’s campaign works 
to better educate the pub-
lic about the sounds smoke 
alarms make, what those 
sounds mean, and how to re-
spond to them.

According to the latest 
NFPA “Smoke Alarms in the 
U.S.” report, working smoke 
alarms in the home reduce 
the risk of dying in a report-
ed fire by more than half. 
However, almost three out 
of five home fire deaths oc-
cur in homes with no smoke 
alarms (41 percent) or 
smoke alarms that failed to 
operate (16 percent); miss-
ing or non-functional power 
sources, including missing 
or disconnected batteries, 
dead batteries, and discon-
nected hardwired alarms or 
other AC power issues, are 
the most common factors 
when smoke alarms fail to 

October 1, 1932

Hurleyville School Notes

Gussie Jacobson and Frieda 
Wichinsky must be starting a 
junk shop. Did you notice the 
boys’ rings on their fingers?

A new form has been re-
quired on all papers in school. 
All home work has to be done 
in ink. Names may be on out-
side the paper.

The schools star basketball 
player is back. Charley Yave 
in person. Everyone is glad to 
see him back again, especially 
Gussie Jacobson.

Library Club had its first 
meeting to elect officers. Dot 
Rubin was elected president, 
Ann Eldyshein was elected 
Vice-President and Lenora 
Orlowsky was re-elected 
Secretary. The members of 
the club were divided up into 
three parts. Some are to do 
routine work, improve the li-
brary and decorate it.

Dot Rubin has already had 
three seats this year. Is she try-
ing to find a comfortable one? 
Maybe she is trying to get 
away from Slippy?

October 8, 1932

Hurleyville School Notes

Mr. O’Hara has made a new 
rule about conduct. If anyone 
in the school has nothing to 
do, all you have to do is speak 
and you will have a longer 
school day. The first time you 
speak, you stay after school 
five minutes, but after that it 
doubles.

Ruth Hope has had red hairs 
on her dresses lately. Who is 
the boy with red hair that is so 
close to Ruth?

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

operate.
People tend to remove 

smoke alarm batteries or 
dismantle alarms altogeth-
er when the alarm begins 
to chirp as a result of low 
batteries or the alarm is no 
longer working properly, 
or when experiencing nui-
sance alarms. These behav-
iors present serious risks to 
safety that can have tragic 
consequences in the event 
of a fire.

This year’s Fire Preven-
tion Week theme, “Learn 
the Sounds of Fire Safety,” 
helps people better under-
stand the reasons smoke 
alarms may sound and pro-
vides the know-how to ef-
fectively address them. The 
campaign also addresses 
special considerations for 
the deaf and hard of hear-
ing, along with information 
about carbon monoxide 
alarms.

Key messages for “Learn 
the Sounds of Fire Safety” 
include:

• When a smoke alarm or 
carbon monoxide (CO) 
alarm sounds, respond 
immediately by exiting 
the home as quickly as 
possible.
• If your alarm begins to 
chirp, it may mean that 
the batteries are running 
low and need to be re-
placed. If the alarm con-

tinues to chirp after the 
batteries are replaced, or 
the alarm is more than 10 
years old, it is time to re-
place the alarm.
• Test all smoke and CO 
alarms monthly. Press 
the test button to make 
sure the alarm is work-
ing.
• If there is someone in 
your household who is 
deaf or hard of hearing, 
install bed shaker and 
strobe light alarms that 
will alert that person to 
fire.
• Know the difference 
between the sound of a 
smoke alarm and a car-
bon monoxide alarm – 
three beeps for smoke 
alarms; four beeps for 
carbon monoxide alarms.

Some of these facts may 
be hard to believe, but they 
are true. Case in point, I re-
sponded to a possible struc-
ture in an apartment complex 
that turned out to be burnt 
food. Of the eight apart-
ments in the building there 
was NOT ONE WORKING 
SMOKE DECTECTOR. 
There were some with dead 
batteries and some with no 
batteries. This is why there 
is a new standard for smoke 
detectors that they must 
have a ten-year sealed bat-
tery. Check your today!

Be sate out there!

mere 46 votes in 1935 – and he 
and his friends are determined 
that he will go over the top in 
a big way in this year’s cam-
paign.

J. Bruce Lindsley’s re-elec-
tion to the office of County 
Clerk is being freely admitted 
in opposition circles. An able 
campaigner who is seen and 
known by his constituents the 
year around, Mr. Lindsley is 
finding Republican sentiment 
at high pitch and expresses 
the opinion that the entire 
G.O.P. ticket is going to meet 
with a hearty response on the 
part of the voters. Mr. Linds-
ley’s qualifications for County 
Clerk need no expounding, the 
efficient manner in which he 
has conducted the office indi-
cating more plainly than could 
words that the multitude of de-
tails and the high standards of 
accuracy demanded by the po-
sition are being handled with 
entire satisfaction.

October 31, 1941

A Valuable Public Servant 
for Both Town and County

Largely responsible for the 
adoption of the self-insurance 
plan for Sullivan County in 
1939 which replaced the state 
compensation system previ-
ously used, Arch B. Rosen-
straus during his last term as 
Supervisor of the Town of 
Fallsburg, can be credited with 
saving the taxpayers of the 
county more than $40,000 in 

the 1939-1940 and 1940-1941 
period on that one measure 
alone. This is only one of the 
many valuable services he has 
rendered.

Seeking re-election as Su-
pervisor of the Town of Falls-
burg on an independent ticket 
and with the endorsement of 
the Republican Party, Arch 
Rosenstraus unquestionably 
deserves return to the office he 
has handled so well in the past.

Keep a Good Man in Office

With a splendid record of 
economy and service during 
his past four years as Supervi-
sor of the Town of Neversink, 
Robert T. Many of Grahams-
ville seeks re-election to the 
office this year.

During his administration, 
the affairs of the township 
have been handled in a highly 
efficient manner. Through his 
efforts, the maintenance and 
repair of sixteen bridges in 
the township was taken over 
by the county, a move which 
provides a substantial saving 
to the property owners in the 
Town of Neversink.

Keeping the tax rate at a 
low level without sacrifice of 
necessary equipment or ex-
penditures, Supervisor Many, 
with other members of the 
Town Board, authorized the 
purchase of a truck, tractor, 
bull-dozer and grader, all of 
which will be paid for by the 
end of this year. Despite the 
heavy damages caused by the 
flood which necessitated the 
borrowing of $13,000, the en-
tire indebtedness of the Town 
of Neversink has been reduced 
by $8,000, substantial evi-
dence of careful management. 

Thoroughly acquainted with 
the problems of the township 
and the responsibilities vested 
in his office, the re-election 
of Mr. Many will assure the 
taxpayers of the continuance 
of good government for the 
Town of Neversink.

MONTICELLO AND WOODRIDGE KIWANIS DONATE BABY 
ITEMS TO GARNET HEALTH MEDICAL CENTER AT HARRIS

Looking for Local Artists
Government Center Hallways 

Welcome Art

MONTICELLO – Mon-
ticello and Woodridge Ki-
wanis, in keeping with their 
mission to give back to the 
community, recently deliv-
ered dozens of baby clothes, 
pampers and toys to the Gar-
net Health Medical Center, 
Maternity Unit, Harris Cam-
pus. These donations will be 
distributed to families in need 
to ensure that their newborn 
babies go home with the nec-
essary items. 

Kiwanis is a service orga-
nization of local volunteers 
dedicated to improving the 
world one child and one com-
munity at a time.  For more 
information about a local Ki-
wanis Club, contact Marvin 
Rappaport at 845-701-1655 
or Sue Kasofsky at 845-434-
8052.

MONTICELLO – Cura-
tor Gene Iovine of the Sul-
livan County Homegrown 
Artists Exhibition Program 
is looking to add more lo-
cal artists’ work to the walls 
and halls of the Govern-
ment Center in Monticello.

“As the crossroads of 
the County, the Govern-
ment Center is a prime spot 
to display – and appreci-
ate – the talents of County 
residents,” Iovine said. “We 
have close to a dozen artists 
represented in media rang-
ing from photographs to 
paintings to sculpture, but 
we have room for more.”

Artists’ bios and contact 
information are also dis-
played, so that the public 
can get in touch with them. 
(Price tags, however, are 
not allowed.)

“We will consider all 
submissions, but we re-
serve the right to determine 
which submissions will 
ultimately be displayed,” 
noted Iovine.

To submit your work, 
send JPGs to sullivan-
c o a r t c o u n c i l @ g m a i l .
com or iovine.g@gmail.

com, along with your name, 
address, title(s) of each 
piece, and your email con-
tact info. Inquiries are wel-
come at those addresses as 
well, or via text to Iovine at 
516-652-8376.

Bob Kallander will make a 
good janitor. He picks up all 
the little scraps of paper Ev-
elyn Rudner tells him to.

October 17, 1941

Success Predicted 
for Strong G.O.P. 

County Ticket

Sullivan County residents 
from the Ulster line to the 
Delaware River and from 
Rockland to Bloomingburg 
are showing unmistakable en-
thusiasm for the Republican 
county ticket, it was revealed 
over the week-end as candi-
dates ended the first week of 
intensive campaigning and 
took time off to sum-up the re-
sults of the initial part of their 
tour. 

For the office of Sheriff, 
John R. Baldwin, of Livings-
ton Manor, is meeting with 
general approval. Capable, 
honest, experienced in busi-
ness and in public office, the 
Republican candidate is rec-
ognized throughout the county 
as one of the best known and 
best qualified men to handle 
the important post at Monti-
cello. Mr. Baldwin, it will be 
recalled, lost the election by a 

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
The Hurleyville School

PHOTO PROVIDED
Chief Ed McCarthy of the Grahamsville Fire Department 
(left) presents Hurleyville Chief Charles Payne with the “Best 
Appearing Tanker" trophy.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Hurleyville Fire Department President Jim Kaufman (right) 
accepts a “Thank You For What You Do” picture from Reva 
Willis.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Pictured with the baby items are from left: Chief Nursing Officer Suzanne Lange Ahmed, Monticello Kiwanians President 
Marvin Rappaport and Sheila Lashinsky, Director of Obstetrics Toni Duncan, Woodridge Kiwanians Sue Kasofsky and Patrick 
Smith and Obstetrical Dept. RN Katie Parckys.

PHOTO PROVIDED
The newest artist on display 
in the Government Center is 
sculptor Bill Graziano, who 
has several works in the lob-
by area, including this one 
called “Orbit.”



and Bridget Murphy, whom 
Miss Wallace described as a 
domestic, had arrived. They 
were questioned briefly by 
Mangan and Elliott and al-
lowed to join Mrs. Corning, 
who had retired to one of the 
rooms adjoining her own. At 
that point, there was still no 
sign of Edwin Corning.

After awhile, Mangan 

walked over toward the small 
sitting area in the corner of 
the hallway, placed his note-
book and pencil on the cir-
cular table in between the 
two remaining chairs, and sat 
down. He closed his eyes for a 
few seconds and then opened 
them, searching me out. He 
motioned for me to join him.

“This could be that gang 
that has been robbing hotels 
all over the county the past 
couple of months,” he said to 
me as I approached. “There 
are some differences about 
this, but it seems too coinci-
dental otherwise.”

“You really think so?” I 
asked.

“Right now I just don’t have 
any better ideas. Mrs. Corning 
says there were a couple of 
very valuable pieces of jew-
elry taken. I don’t know who 
else could move that kind of 
stuff.”

I kept silent, my mind rac-
ing. Mangan was a very good 
investigator, that I knew, But 
his instinct here didn’t make 
sense. I was aware of the gang 
of brutish thieves who had 
been terrorizing the hotels 
most of the summer, hitting 
eight or ten of them, but this 
didn’t seem to fit their pat-
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THE COLUMBIA COP CAPERPART IV

Happy October every-
one! October brings Hallow-
een and all things spooky, 
so what a perfect time to 
introduce our Mystery Take 
Home Kits! Starting Oc-
tober 4, you can stop into 
the library to pick up your 
Mystery at the Zoo kit…a 
veterinary assistant has been 
found murdered at the zoo! 
Can you figure out who the 
killer is before they strike 
again? This is a fun take 
home game for those 11 and 
up. Be sure to stop in to pick 
up your game this month!

We will also have some 
new “Take and Make” kits 
for kids and adults. Be sure 
to contact Miss Amanda to 
reserve yours today! You 
can email her at aletohic@
rcls.org or call her at 845-
436-6067 ext. 102.

While we were hoping to 
begin to return to in-person 

programs this month, it ap-
pears that the COVID pan-
demic has other plans for 
us. We are starting to slowly 
roll out in-person programs 
by welcoming ESL back on 
Monday evenings from 5:30 
to 7 p.m., beginning October 
4. Please note that everyone 
over the age of 2 years must 
wear a face mask properly 
(nose and mouth covered) 
for their ENTIRE time in the 
library.

We hope to see you all 
soon!

Stay up-to-date with the 
latest library updates by fol-
lowing our Facebook page 
or visiting our website, 
www.fallsburglibrary.org. 
As always, thank you for 
continued support and pa-
tience. We wouldn’t be able 
to do what we do without 
your support. 

Be well!

Fallsburg Constable Bron-
co Kelly is helping out his 
old boss, Ben Knapp, owner 
of the Columbia Farm Ho-
tel, by serving as security 
for the weekend while a few 
hundred New York City cops 
let their hair down. He has 
just discovered that the room 
of wealthy socialite Louise 
Corning—the only other 
guest at the hotel other than 
the bevy of cops—has been 
broken into. We pick up our 
story there…

While the music and danc-
ing downstairs was break-
ing up, Louise Corning and I 
walked upstairs to the rooms 
she was renting. I was just 
about to say good night to her 
when she let out a gasp.

We were just a few steps 
from her door, and she had 
her key in her hand when she 
stopped suddenly and stared 
at the door. It was wide open, 
and even though it was dark 
inside there was enough light 
from the hallway to see that 
clothing was strewn across the 
floor.

“Someone has broken into 
my room!” she exclaimed.

I extended my arm to the 
side to block her from going 
any further, and slowly moved 

to the doorway. I inched the 
door open, and stepped in-
side. The room was empty. I 
returned to the hallway and 
advised Mrs. Corning to stay 
put while I checked the other 
rooms she had rented., one 
for her son and one for the 
two female staff members 
with whom she travelled. 
Both rooms appeared to be 
untouched, their doors locked 
and intact.

“We shouldn’t touch any-
thing inside your room until 
we can get the state police 
here,” I said when I had re-
turned to her side. “Would you 
mind waiting here until I can 
find Mr. Knapp and put a call 
into the Troopers?”

She nodded kind of mechan-
ically, obviously still in shock 
from what we had discov-
ered. Sensing that she needed 
someone to be with her and 
not knowing the whereabouts 
of her assistants or her son, I 
moved a cloth-covered wing-
back chair from the small sit-
ting area in the corner of the 
hallway over to the doorway 
so she could sit down, and 
then went to my room to find 
Irene. She was awake, reading 
in bed. Once I explained what 
had happened, she was up and 

dressed in a flash and carry-
ing the pitcher of water from 
our room and a glass, she ac-
companied me back to where 
Mrs. Corning was sitting in 
the hallway.

“Mrs. Corning, this is my 
wife, Irene. She will stay with 
you until I can get back here. 
Again, please do not go inside 
or let anyone else in there.”

She nodded again, and took 
a sip of the water from the 
glass Irene had handed her.

I exchanged a look with 
Irene, interpreting her ex-
pression to be an affirmation 
to continue, and went back 
downstairs. 

Ben Knapp was in his office, 
chomping on an unlit cigar.

“We’ve got a problem,” I 
said. “And not with the cops.”

After I told him what had I 
had found, Ben agreed to call 
the State Police, and sent one 
of the office boys who was ti-
dying up around the front desk 
to try to find Edwin Corning 
and the staff members. Ben 
said he would wait in his office 
for the arrival of the Troopers, 
so that I could return upstairs 
to Mrs. Corning’s room.

It must have been nearly 
an hour later that two uni-
formed members of Troop C 

of the New York State Police 
arrived at the hotel. Sergeant 
Tom Mangan, whom I had 
known for several years and 
worked with occasionally, 
was in charge, accompanied 
by Trooper Bill Elliott.

By this time, Mrs. Corn-
ing’s two assistants, Marga-
ret Wallace, who identified 
herself as the social secretary, 

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
— SUNY-Sullivan’s in-
terim Vice-President of 
Academic and Student Af-
fairs, Lawrence Weill, is 
not only an administrator in 
higher education, but also 
a published author. He was 
recently named a featured 
author for the 2021 Ken-
tucky Book Festival, an an-
nual juried celebration of 
the best books in Kentucky, 
Dr. Weill’s home state. His 
latest release and fifth nov-
el, Silas LaMontaie, will be 
featured at the event. Other 
authors featured at the fes-
tival include Bobbie Ann 
Mason, Silas House, Wen-
dell Berry, and others.

The story of Silas LaMon-
taie is described as follows: 

Young Silas’ world is 
transformed when his fa-
ther is implicated in the ar-
son of the sugar mill in their 
south Louisiana town. If he 
didn’t do it, why run? What 
is it they are hiding from 
when they leave their Cajun 

home, first upstate, then, 
when the past catches up to 
them, to the river bottoms 
of Kentucky? Wherever 
they go, they take their heri-
tage and values with them, 
as well as their secrets. Si-
las LaMontaie learns his 
life lessons well as he pur-
sues his muse, the beautiful 
and enigmatic Jessie May, 
and later learns to be a mu-
sician. Silas LaMontaie is 

a literary novel of intrigue, 
wit, and family wisdom full 
of the colors, sights, and 
sounds of the south. Ulti-
mately, it is a story of de-
termining one’s values and 
remaining true to those.

Silas LaMontaie is avail-
able on Amazon. 

Dr. Weill is a Kentucky 
author and artist whose pre-
vious books include The 
Path of Rainwater, Out in 

Front, Incarnate, and I’m 
in the Room. His fiction, 
poetry and nonfiction have 
appeared in a wide range of 
local, regional, and national 
journals. He is also a visual 
artist and an avid outdoors-
man. 

Prior to his life as a writer 
and visual artist, Dr. Weill 
worked in academia, as a 
professor of philosophy and 
ethics for some 25 years, 
then as an academic dean 
and later as a college presi-
dent. He holds degrees in 
mathematics, humanities, 
and higher education.

The Kentucky Book Fes-
tival will occur through a 
mix of virtual and in-person 
events from November 1-5, 
with a daylong, in-person 
celebration at Joseph-Beth 
Booksellers in Lexington 
on Saturday, November 6, 
featuring 140 authors. 

Find more information 
at kybookfestival.org.

FALLSBURG – The An-
nual Breakfast Meeting of 
retired staff and teachers 
from FCSD resumed on 
September 9, 2021 after a 
one-year hiatus due to the 
pandemic.  Host Eileen 
Kalter welcomed twenty-
four people at the Liberty 
Diner.  The original break-
fast meeting dates back to 
1984 when a group of re-
tired teachers and staff met 
the morning before classes 
commenced for the new 
school year.  

During the past two years, 
several retirees passed 
away, and Ms. Kalter asked 
for a moment of silence for 

Ruth Shursky, Joe LaRuffa, 
Bruce Rogers, Bob Longo, 
Pat Naso, and Paul Sher-

rington.  She also had cards 
with good wishes for re-
covery to Mona Bogan and 

Arlene Hussey.  Ruth Phil-
lips announced that she had 
been in contact with Connie 
Stengel and her husband, 
who celebrated a 97th and 
99th Birthday recently.

The attendees were: 
Richard Steiglitz, Margaret 
Coombe, Art Rosenshein, 
Richard Topper. Stan Levy, 
Judy Lucyk, Robin Pantel, 
Lou Ann Sheard, Arlene 
Halchak, Ed Park, Michele 
Denenberg, Steve Tollin, 
Denise Schlau, Jeanne 
Mueller, Eileen Kalter, Sue 
Krutman, Mark Spina, Ruth 
Phillips, Karen Billig, Ellyn 
Levy, Ellen Pavloff, Lynne 
Cawley, Sue and Leo Cecil.

SUNY Sullivan Administrator is Featured Author

Fallsburg Retired Teachers and Staff Meet for Breakfast

FROM THE 
FALLSBURG 
LIBRARY by Kelly Wells

& Amanda Letohic

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED
Sgt. Mangan looked at Bronco and said, “This could be that gang 
that has been robbing hotels all over the county the past couple 
of months.”

by Deborah Chandler, Ph.D.

The Art of Being

Good-Enough 
Good enough is a standard 

in psychology for evaluating 
our own self-worth.  It was 
created in the 1950s by an 
English psychoanalyst, D.W. 
Winnicott.  Winnicott used 
“good enough” to describes 
the mother whose responses 
to her baby were balanced 
between being smothering 
and aloof.

I find good-enough a use-
ful standard for evaluating 
my own self-worth.  Were 
my actions perfect?  No, 
there’s usually room for im-
provement.  Was I despica-
ble?  No!  I did what I could 
at the time, and it’s usually 
good enough.  That’s what I 
am:  good enough. 

Good enough is a response 
both to perfectionism and in-
difference.  Perfectionism is 
a distortion derived from in-
security.  Never being satis-
fied with what we do leaves 
us bereft of any joy. With 
perfectionism we chase a 
fantasy and always feel inad-
equate.  

Icy aloofness also leaves 
us empty.  Aloofness is a 
cynical disengagement.  We 
stay remote and untouched 
by actions and reactions.  
This is not inner peace.  This 
is inner deadness.

Good enough is a com-
passionate and accepting 
response to behavior.  We 
avoid the traps of being re-
strictive and devaluing of 
our and other’s efforts.  I 
love finding the ease of self-
acceptance, knowing that I 

don’t have to prove myself.
When I am disappointed 

in my performance, I’m still 
good enough.  I can learn 
and improve but I’m still just 
good enough me.  

Good enough means I’m 
still coloring inside the lines.  
I don’t give into recklessness 
to prove how above it all I 
am.  I respect the norms and 
find my freedom within.  I 
don’t push against the guide-
lines.  I’m more concerned 
with my own inner freedom, 
to let my expression come 
forth, not in rebellion, but in 
assertion of my inner energy.

Beig good enough allows 
me to define my boundar-
ies without clinging.  Good 
enough acknowledges the 
differences between us.  
From being grounded, I al-
low space for you to be you 
and respect your individual-
ity.  I enjoy our inner-play 
with sufficient perspective to 
keep you clearly in view, not 
blurred by us moving in too 
close.  

Being good enough allows 
me to play in new arenas and 
try new areas of expression.  
This ease of engagement 
allows space for mistakes, 
learning new things, and en-
joying the experimentation.  

There’s always a flow be-
ing good enough me with 
good enough you.  That’s the 
space for our mutual respon-
siveness and the joy in find-
ing an easy attunement with 
each other.

tern. They would have been 
more likely to have stormed 
the dance, flashed their guns, 
and robbed all the guests right 
then and there.

And Mrs. Corning had been 
targeted specifically…some-
one knew what room she was 
staying in, including which 
one of the three rooms she 
had rented she was keeping 
the jewels in. No other rooms 
in the hotel were broken into. 
How could anyone who knew 
she was a guest and travelling 
with expensive jewelry, not 
know the hotel was packed 
with cops? Seemed like a 
very strange time to stage 
a robbery. My gut just told 
me something else was afoot 
here, but I decided to hold off 
sharing my suspicions with 
the Sergeant.

“What’s your next move?” I 
asked him, just as Trooper El-
liott joined us.

“I really want to talk to 
young Mr. Corning.” Man-
gan said. “Any luck locating 
him?” he asked Elliott, who 
shook his head sullenly.

“And I think we should 
interview every one of the 
guests to determine if any-
one saw anything at all. To do 
that, I am going to have to do 
something you are probably 
not going to like.”

“I figured it was just a mat-
ter of time.” I said.

“I’m going to have to call 
Borden in, so we can make 
use of a couple of his men.”

Harry Borden was the Sul-
livan County Sheriff, and as 
Mangan well knew, we didn’t 
always see eye to eye. 

“I know you guys have butt-
ed heads a few times, but he 
is the Sheriff,” Mangan said. 
“And besides, he will most 
likely send Jay and Stratton. 
He won’t come out himself.”

‘You’ve got to do what 
you’ve got to do,” I said. 

Seems as if Fallsburg Con-
stable Bronco Kelly is getting 
deeper and deeper into this 
caper at the Columbia Farm 
Hotel. Find out what hap-
pens next in the November 
edition of The Hurleyville 
Sentinel.

An Original Short Story by Jack Robbin
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Pictured are (left to right) Art Rosenshein, Ed Park, Arlene Hal-
chak, Louanne Sheard and Margaret Coombe.



by John Conway

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– SUNY Sullivan will be 
playing baseball this fall, 
but the college’s other tra-
ditional fall sports, men’s 
and women’s cross coun-
try and women’s volley-
ball, have been postponed 
due to concerns over the 
resurgence of COVID-19.

Sullivan’s Director of 
Athletics, Chris DePew, 
made the announcement 
last month.

“Due to a number of 
factors, the most difficult 
one, COVID and its con-
tinued effect on everyone, 
including higher educa-
tion, we were forced to 

by John Conway

LIBERTY – Liberty na-
tive Morgan Van Keuren 
added yet another honor in 
September, as he shared the 
Rookie-of-the-Year award 
in the National Derby Ral-
lies national championships 
in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Mr. Van Keuren finished 
second in the Masters Divi-
sion at the event.

National Derby Rallies 
is an independent, non-
profit Soap Box Derby-type 
gravity racing circuit. The 
highlight each year is the 
NDR National Champion-
ships, which for the past 
two years have been held in 
Indianapolis.

According to NDR of-
ficials, the Rookie of the 
Year award is given each 
year to “the highest ranking 
racer that has never raced 
NDR Nationals before.” 
This was the first time ever 
that three racers shared the 
award, as Shelton Taylor 
and Josh Ostrander were 

also honored.
Mr. Van Keuren, who 

made his racing debut at the 
Port Jervis Soap Box Derby 
in 2011, has finally aged 
out of the sport of gravity 
racing, and will compete 
for the last time on Thanks-
giving weekend.

“I have been invited to 
race in Tennessee for the 
U.S. Derby Rallies Invi-
tational,” he said recently. 
“So that will be my last 
competition.”

He said he will continue 
to mentor younger racers, 
something he has been do-
ing for the past several 
years, giving his teammates 
at Barn Buddies Racing the 
benefit of his experience.

“I will still build cars and 
help teach racing,” he said. 
“I really enjoy doing both.”

Mr. Van Keuren, 21, is the 
son of Joseph and Rebecca 
Van Keuren of Liberty. He 
is an honors graduate of 
both Liberty High School 
and SUNY Sullivan.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

FALLSBURG – The 
Zempoaltecatls are a close-
knit family with four chil-
dren in the Fallsburg Cen-
tral School District, and all 
four recently brought home 
gold medals in boxing from 
the National Junior Olym-
pics in Lubbock, TX.

Boxing has been a uni-
fying force for the family.
Their father, German (pro-
nounced Herr’ man, loved 
to box as he worked dur-
ing the day in the fields of 
Mexico where he grew up. 
After he came to America 
and was raising a family 
with his wife, Arianna Mar-
tinez, he bought a pair of 
the smallest sized gloves 
for his two-year-old first-
born child, Ryan. German 
enjoyed teaching his son, 

and the boy took to the 
sport even as young as he 
was.

In the next year, Nataly 
was born. She watched 
her older brother sparring 
with dad.  Three years later, 
Kimberly joined the family, 
and a year after that came 
Jocelyn. One by one, when 
the girls reached eight or 
nine years old, they joined 
their big brother training 
and boxing as part of the 
Junior Olympics Tourna-
ment. The age for begin-
ners is eight years old.

Arianna and German are 
incredibly supportive of 
all the children. Dad has 
been their personal trainer 
and coach. Mom has made 
sure that they eat well and 
take care of their health. 

Both have taken the kids to 
practice at local or regional 
gyms and, most important-
ly, to all regional, state and 
national competitions for 
the past seven years.

From July 7 through 17, 
National Junior Olympic 
Boxing was held in Lub-
bock, Texas.  The children 
have been successful at 
these national events since 
they started attending. This 
year all four added gold 
medals in their weight and 
age classes! The family 
house in Fallsburg is filled 
with medals and champi-
onship belts earned by the 
young boxers.

When asked how she got 
started boxing, 13-year-old 
Nataly said she was a chub-
by little girl and wanted to 

lose weight. So, she started 
boxing with her dad and 
older brother.  She soon lost 
several pounds and “got in 
shape.” She began to eat 
better and got stronger. 
When she first competed at 
age nine, she realized that 
she was good at the sport. 
Moreover, she added that 
the discipline and exercise 
of boxing was helping her 
with her academics. Na-
taly was more focused as 
a result of her training and 
awareness in the boxing 
ring.

Mom says that all the 
children will say the same 
thing about how much they 
have learned from their 
involvement in the sport. 
That was what motivated 
German as a young boy and 

man to encourage his chil-
dren.

The Zempoaltecatl chil-
dren bring pride to the fam-
ily, to their schools and to 
the Fallsburg community. 
As the children get older 
and the cost of travel in-
creases, it is more and 
more challenging to afford 
the costs. Right now, mom 
and dad are pursuing spon-
sorship and community 
support for these young 
athletes. The children will 
be defending their titles in 
Shreveport, Louisiana in 
December.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Jocelyn, Ryan, Kimberly and 
Nataly Zempoaltecatl (left to 
right) pose with some of their 
boxing awards.

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first 
person to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.
com will win a prize. Have fun!

Trivia:
 1.  What player hit 3 home runs for the Yankees in game 
 6 of  the 1977 World Series?
 2.  What player hit the grounder to first base that went 
 through Bill Bruckner’s legs to give the Mets a win over 
 the Red Sox in Game 6 of 1986 World Series to tie the 
 Series 3-3?
 3.  Who is the only pitcher to pitch a perfect game in the 
 World Series?
 4.  What team has won the most World Series titles? 
 5.  What team has won the most World Series titles for 
 the National League?

Last month’s answers:
 1. What player scored the most touchdowns in the opening game 
 of an NFL or AFL season? Abner Haynes of the Dallas Texans, 
 Ahmad Rashad of the Minnesota Vikings, Earnest Grey of the New 
	 York	Giants,	Thurman	Thomas	of	the	Buffalo	Bills,	and	Emmitt	
 Smith of the Dallas Cowboys have each scored four touchdowns 
 in a season opener.
	 2.	What	expansion	team	won	their	very	first	game	in	2002	against	the	
 Dallas Cowboys? The Houston Texans.
 3. What quarterback had the most passing yards in a pro football 
 season opener? Dan Marino, 473 yards in 1994.
 4. What NFL team went winless for 26 games over two seasons? 
 Tampa Bay Buccaneers in 1976and 1977.
	 5.	In	what	year	did	the	National	Football	League	officially	start	play?	
 1920.

There was no winner last month.

COVID AGAIN CURTAILS SULLIVAN SPORTS
Cross Country, Volleyball Seasons Postponed

YET ANOTHER HONOR
Sullivan County Man Shares Rookie-of-the-Year Award

fully we made that deci-
sion early, as most of our 
regular competitors are ex-
periencing the cancelation 
of their seasons after they 
have started and/or extreme 
difficulty meeting the re-
quirements of competition 
which is impacting the ex-
perience of their student/
athletes drastically.”

Mr. DePew said the fall 
baseball season is expect-
ed to comprise a 20 game 
schedule from late Sep-
tember through November 
1. There are more than 50 
baseball players in the Sul-
livan program.

“We also have been fo-
cused on getting our winter 
athletes (men’s and wom-
en’s basketball and men’s 

PHOTO PROVIDED 
The all new Esports Arena at SUNY Sullivan.

FIFTY YEARS AGO… Sullivan Booters End October on a High Note

competing in the follow-
ing titles:  Hearthstone, 
Call of Duty: Warzone, 
Apex, Fortnite, Super 
Smash Brothers Ultimate, 
League of Legends and 
Overwatch for the Fall 
2021 season.  There are 
currently more than 30 ac-
tive participants within the 
Esports program at Sulli-
van.

Student/Athlete James 
Tegan became Sullivan’s 
first-ever NJCAA Esports 
competitor, winning the 
competition and picking 
up Sullivan’s first-ever 
NJCAA Esports intercol-
legiate win, defeating a 
player from Montgomery 
County Community Col-
lege (PA) in the Game Ti-
tle of “Hearthstone.”

Mr. DePew also an-
nounced two recent addi-
tions to the college’s Ath-
letic Staff, Emily Oeser, 
the first ever Esports Coor-
dinator/Coach at Sullivan 
and John Degl, the new 
men’s wrestling coach

“Both come to use with 
considerable experience in 
their respective disci-
plines, and we are happy to 
have them on board,” Mr. 
DePew said.

PHOTO PROVIDED 
Morgan Van Keuren of Liberty 
poses with his most recent 
trophy, from the NDR Nation-
al Championships in Indianap-
olis, IN

postpone our fall intercol-
legiate sports of women’s 
volleyball and men’s and 
women’s cross country,” 
Mr. DePew said. “Thank-

by John Conway

FALLSBURG – The Sul-
livan County Community 
College soccer team had 
a rough start to October 
in 1971, 50 years ago this 
month, but they ended the 
month with three straight 
victories.

Sullivan was in the midst 
of a bit of a down cycle in 
soccer as the 1971 season 
unfolded, and their play to 
open the year did not prom-
ise a quick turnaround.

The Generals opened the 
season by losing their first 
five games, with perhaps 
their worst defeat coming 

at the hands of Mid-Hud-
son Conference rival and 
perennial powerhouse Or-
ange County Community 
College, which pinned a 
9-1 drubbing on Sullivan at 
Watts Park in Middletown 
on October 12.

The win improved the 
Colts record to 5-1 on the 
year, while the Generals fell 
to 0-5.

The game was an odd one 
in that although the first half 
ended with Orange up only 
1-0, with the lone score com-
ing less than three minutes 
into the contest when two of 
the Colt standouts, Giuseppi 
Bruni and John Serbetzian, 

combined on a goal, it was 
not really close, with Sulli-
van forced on the defensive 
for almost the entire time. 
Only the inspired play of 
goalie Ron Smith kept the 
Generals competitive. 

Orange wasted little time 
separating itself once the 
third period began, however, 
scoring four goals within 
a three-minute span in the 
stanza, and adding four more 
goals in the closing quarter. 
Again, it was the so-called 
“gold dust twins,” Bruni and 
Serbetzian, who did most of 
the damage.

Bruni finished the after-
noon with three goals and an 

assist, giving him 21 goals 
and five assists on the sea-
son, while Serbetzian, who 
had two goals against Sul-
livan, increased his season’s 
totals to 11 goals and 12 as-
sists.

Orange ended the day 
with an impressive 66 shots 
against the Generals, forcing 
Sullivan goalie Ron Smith 
to make 26 saves. 

Things improved for Sul-
livan from that point on, as 
they reeled off three wins 
in a row, highlighted by a 
thrilling 1-0 win over the 
New Paltz freshman team on 
Saturday, October 23. Rich-
ard Chiara scored a third pe-

riod goal to seal the win for 
the Generals, who managed 
42 shots on goal on the af-
ternoon, while allowing the 
Hawks just nine. 

The Generals ended the 
1971 season finishing in last 
place among the six teams 
in the Mid-Hudson Confer-
ence, while Orange finished 
in a three-way tie for second 
with Ulster and Rockland. 
Westchester County Com-
munity College finished 
with a perfect slate to cap-
ture the conference title, 
while Dutchess edged out 
Sullivan for fifth place.

wrestling) settled in and 
working out in preparation 
for their upcoming seasons 
that officially start on Oc-
tober 1,” Mr. DePew said. 

“As exciting as all of 
this has been after an al-
most 2-year layoff, the 
most exciting addition to 
our program is our brand 
new state-of-the-art Es-
port Arena and Intercol-
legiate Competition Team 
that started NJCAA com-
petition last month. We will 
be competing in multiple 
game titles within NJCAA 
and SUNY Esports and are 
extremely excited about 
the opening of our Arena.”

Sullivan will have teams 
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