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BASKETBALLTHE FINISH OF THE YEAR

by Rose Mandelbaum

HURLEYVILLE – The 
average American will toss 
out 81 pounds of clothing 
each year, which amounts 
to 26 billion pounds nation-
wide, according to a pam-
phlet sent home to families 
of Homestead elementary 
school students.

Since one of the main 
focuses at the Homestead 
School-- a Montessori el-
ementary school in Glen 
Spey that this year added a 
high school campus in Hur-
leyville-- is environmental 
sustainability, the school 
has held a yearly clothing 
swap for the past 15 years 
as one way to reduce its 
carbon footprint.

“We’re practicing reus-
ing and reducing our car-
bon footprint by not ship-
ping new clothes from all 
over the world,” said Nisha 
Gupta, Homestead School 
Director. 

Families are invited to 
bring in their children’s 
lightly used fall or winter 
clothing, which is then re-
sold for inexpensive prices. 
This year’s Clothing Swap 
took place from October 18 
through 22, and sales were 
aided by a team of vol-
unteers from the school’s 
new high school program, 
Hurleyville’s Collabora-
tive College High School 
(CCHS).

Not only is the Cloth-
ing Swap environmentally 
friendly, it means a lot to 
the community. 

“[The Clothing Swap] 
means that we can come 
together and share things 
we have with each other 
instead of throwing them 
away,” said Jessica, a 
teacher at the school, who 
also has two children at the 
Homestead. 

Ms. Gupta says the cloth-
ing swap teaches children 
important life lessons.

“It allows children the 
freedom to choose their 
own clothes. It also has the 
unspoken connection of 
wearing each other’s stuff,” 
she said, laughing. 

As in previous years, the 
proceeds from the Cloth-
ing Swap will go to local 
causes. This year, the first 
$500 will go to the Circle 
Park Storytelling Initiative 
in the town of Lumberland, 
and the rest of the money 
will be donated to the Lum-
berland Fire Department. 
CCHS students will bring 
the unsold clothing to a lo-
cal homeless shelter. 

Speaking about the ori-
gins of the Clothing Swap, 
Ms. Gupta joked, “About 
15 years ago, one of the par-
ents said, ‘My kid will only 
wear stuff from the Home-
stead Lost and Found. You 
can make money off this!’” 

It has since turned into a 
school tradition which Ms. 
Gupta has been determined 
to carry on despite COV-
ID-19 safety issues. Many 
safety measures were taken 
to ensure that everybody 
would be safe.
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DOING THEIR PART
Homestead School Reduces Carbon 

Footprint with Annual Clothing Swap

HELP FOR HOMEOWNERS  STATE AID AVAILABLE FOR TAXES, MORTGAGES, ETC.

STILL TIME TO BID
HPAC Auctions Dinner

by Celebrity Chef

BUILD IT AND THEY WILL COME
New Business Group Helps Revitalize Hurleyville

by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – Back 
in the 1990’s, a small group 
of Hurleyville friends be-
gan organizing to pick up 
litter and beautify the ham-
let. 

The group would meet at 
the Hurleyville Emporium, 
an eclectic Western styled 
shop / hangout on Main 
Street, which stood next to 
where LaSalumina is now. 
Gathering with wine on 
Friday evenings at the Em-
porium, the group began 
to plan hamlet events and 
distribute holiday baskets 
for needy families as a way 
to connect with the local 
community. Sadly, the shop 
owner passed away sud-
denly, but the group perse-
vered and joined Sullivan 
First, the organization that 
eventually merged with and 
formed Sullivan Renais-
sance.

Their mission, to build 
beautiful and active com-
munities in Sullivan 
County, resonated with the 
local group, now called 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
(HSF), and they were 
among the very first Sul-
livan Rennaissance grant-
ees in the County. Through 
the 2000’s, HSF completed 
dozens of beautification 
projects and took advantage 
of the Sullivan Renaissance 
leadership, partnerships, 

and planners who provided 
expert advice in communi-
ty improvement. Believing 
that Hurleyville was a spe-
cial place is what drove the 
volunteers to keep going. 

Years passed, and dur-
ing that time, The Center 
for Discovery noticed Hur-
leyville. Their subsequent 
investment brought a lot 
of attention and renova-
tion to the little hamlet, 
including new sidewalks, 
crosswalks, and paving of 
the Rail Trail. Other people 
began to notice, and Hur-
leyville has grown even 
more popular. Restaurants 
like Casa Mia (formerly 
Frankie and Johnnies) and 

the Pickled Owl continue 
to draw a steady stream of 
patrons, and the new Tango 
Café is getting ready to join 
this set of great Hurleyville 
eateries. The past two years 
in particular have brought 
new excitement to town, 
and Main Street is buzzing 
and busier than ever. 

Enter Team Hurleyville 
- a newly formed group of 
active businesses that in-
cludes the Hurleyville Arts 
Centre, an oasis of music, 
movies and dance. Team 
Hurleyville began meeting 
in June to network, share 
information and help each 
other thrive. The group felt 
strongly about the need to 

attract people and share 
the excitement about the 
growth of Hurleyville, a 
win for everyone who be-
lieves in this special ham-
let.

A couple of months ago, 
Team Hurleyville met and 
started planning to bring 
back the Holiday in Hur-
leyville festivities on De-
cember 4th, a hamlet-wide 
event with activities for all 
ages, as well as special of-
ferings at shops and restau-
rants. Many are pitching in 
to help, and some have been 
driving the effort, like Jac-
quie Leventoff of Do Over 
Real estate, who has some 
outstanding new Airbnb 
rentals on Hope Street, De-
nise Lombardi, owner of 
the lovely Hurleyville Gen-
eral Store, Hal Simon from 
Fortress Bikes, who is gear-
ing up for winter snow shoe 
rentals, Suzanne Cecil of 
the Sullivan County Histor-
ical Society and Museum, 
Perry Gipps of the Party-
Master entertainment com-
pany, Jack Comstock from 
the Collaborative College 
High School, and Eleanor 
Friedman of La Salumina. 
Bold Gold Media group 
kicked in a radio commer-
cial for the event, and the 
Hurleyville Fire Depart-
ment is helping, too.

Apparently it is true: if 
you build it, they will come. 
Go Team Hurleyville!

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – More than 
50 years after its original publica-
tion and more than 30 years since 
it has gone out of print, “To The 
Mountains by Rail,” the iconic 
book about Sullivan County his-
tory by Manville B. Wakefield, 
has been reprinted.

Load ‘N Go Press of Kiamesha 
Lake has published a hardcover 
reprint of the classic, which tells 
the story of the railroads that 

served Sullivan County and the 
resort industry they helped spawn 
here. 

Most of the credit for the reprint 
goes to Myron Gittell, the propri-
etor of Load ‘n Go Press, but he is 
quick to share the credit.

“This would never have gotten 
done without the O&W Railway 
Historical Society,” he said. “I 
owe a debt of gratitude to mem-
bers Jeff Otto and Mark Ken-
naugh, whose talents and tireless 
efforts helped bring this wonder-

ful book back to life.”
Mr. Gittell says that volunteers 

from the O&W Railway Histori-
cal Society spent countless hours 
over the past two years painstak-
ingly locating and scanning many 
of the original photos from the 
book so that—thanks to modern 
digital imaging technology-- the 
quality of the reprint is superior to 
even the first printing.

The reprint of “To The Moun-
tains by Rail” is available for 
purchase at numerous outlets 

throughout Sullivan County, 
including the Sullivan County 
Historical Society’s Gift Shop 
at the County Museum, and the 
Hurleyvile General Store. Other 
locations carrying the book as of 
press time are the Kristt Com-
pany in Monticello, Canal Towne 
Emporium in Wurtsboro, Morgan 
Outdoors in Livingston Manor, 
and Monique’s Books in White 
Sulphur Springs.

ICONIC BOOK REPRINTED 
Museum, General Store Selling “To The Mountains by Rail”

PHOTO PROVIDED
The new Menorah on Main Street was designed by New York 
artist Charley Gips and built by Perry Gips and his PartyMas-
ter crew.

MONTICELLO – Sulli-
van County Treasurer Nan-
cy Buck wants local hom-
eowners to know they may 
qualify for State assistance 
in paying delinquent taxes 
and other charges.

“My office has recently 
been made aware of im-
portant news concerning 
potential relief,” she said, 
“and I’m urging people to 
take advantage of this offer, 
as it could mean the differ-
ence between keeping or 
losing their home.”

The New York State Ho-
meowner Assistance Fund 

has been approved by the 
United States Treasury to 
provide financial assistance 
to homeowners with finan-
cial hardships associated 
with the coronavirus pan-
demic.  

The State of New York 
has advised that a hom-
eowner may be eligible 
for assistance if they are 
delinquent with any of the 
following items due to 
hardship caused by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic:

• Mortgage payments
• Property taxes, water 
or insurance charges

• Homeowners’ association 
or maintenance fees
• Manufactured home 
loan 
or retail installment con-
tracts.
A homeowner is defined 

as a New York State resi-
dent who owns a home and 
occupies that home as their 
primary residence (mean-
ing it is where they live for 
the majority of every calen-
dar year).

Types of eligible hom-
eowners include:

Mortgaged homeown-
ers who are in a forbear-

ance plan or were offered 
a forbearance plan that has 
expired; this may be a first 
and/or a second mortgage.

Mortgaged homeown-
ers who were not offered a 
forbearance plan, or missed 
the option to apply for one, 
and are considered delin-
quent on their first or sec-
ond mortgage.

Homeowners who are be-
hind on payments for prop-
erty taxes, water bills, or 
sewage bills.

Co-op or condo home-
owners who are behind on 
monthly carrying charges 

such as maintenance fees 
or homeowner association 
payments.

Homeowners who live in 
manufactured homes and 
who are behind on home 
loans or retail installment 
contracts used to purchase 
their homes.

Homeowners whose 
household income is equal 
to or less than 100% of 
the Area Median Income 
(AMI) and who are at risk 
of foreclosure and/or dis-
placement due to finan-
cial hardship as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 

are eligible to apply. The 
AMI for Sullivan County is 
$79,900 for a household of 
one to five people, $83,300 
for a six-person household, 
$89,050 for a seven-person 
household and $94,800 for 
a household with eight or 
more.

This is a State program 
that does not involve the 
Sullivan County Treasurer’s 
Office, so those who are in-
terested should visit https://
www.nyhomeownerfund.
org for eligibility and appli-
cation information.

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – 
There is still time to get 
a bid in for a private din-
ner by a celebrity chef and 
help support the arts in 
Hurleyvile.

The Hurleyville Per-
forming Arts Centre is 
auctioning the dinner, to 
be prepared by renowned 
chef Tom Valenti, and 
has announced that the 
deadline for bids has been 
extended to Sunday, De-
cember 12. All proceeds 
support Arts Centre pro-
grams. 

Bids can be submitted at 
this link: https://www.bid-
dingowl.com/hpac

According to HPAC’s 
Tal Beery, Mr. Valenti 
“will custom design and 

prepare a 4-course meal 
for the auction winner and 
their guests in the privacy 
of their home - anywhere 
in NYC or within a 30-mile 
radius of Hurleyville.”

 HPAC is auctioning off 
one dinner for 4 and one 
for from 5-10 guests.

Mr. Valenti is a New 
York magazine Top Ten 
Chef, a Food & Wine 
magazine Best New Chef, 
a two-time nominee for 
James Beard awards, the 
driving force behind leg-
endary restaurants Ouest, 
Le Cirque, and Oxbow 
Tavern, and the author of 
three best-selling cook-
books. He is an avid fisher-
man in the Beaverkill, and 
believes in HPAC’s vision 
of inclusivity and connec-
tion through the arts.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Chef Tom Valenti

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY

The headline for this edition comes from a 
poem by the prolific 20th Century poet, Ed-
gar Guest, whose “At Christmas” was one of 
11,000 poems he is credited with authoring.

The first line of the poem, “a man is at his fin-
est towards the finish of the year” has become 
a familiar quotation, and Mr. Guest’s obser-
vation that each of us tends to be “less a self-
ish creature than at any other time” echoes a 
familiar sentiment about the holiday season.

So regardless of what holiday you celebrate 
this time of year, the editors and staff at The 
Hurleyville Sentinel hope it a joyous one, and 
wish you the happiest New Year, as well!

ABOUT OUR HEADLINE

PHOTO PROVIDED
Potential customers peruse the clothing available at one of 
the Homestead School’s annual clothing swaps.
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HURLEYVILLE FIRE 
DISTRICT ELECTION

The annual election of 
the Hurleyville Fire District 
will take place on Tuesday, 
December 14, from 6 until 9 
p.m. at the Hurleyville Fire 
House. 

The purpose of the elec-
tion is to elect one Com-
missioner for a five-year 
term, beginning on January 
1, 2022 and ending on De-
cember 31, 2026, and one 
Secretary-Treasurer for a 
three-year term, beginning 
on January 1, 2022 and end-
ing on December 31, 2024. 

All voters registered with 
the Sullivan County Board 
of Elections on or before 
November 22, 2021 and 
residing within the Hur-
leyville Fire District are eli-
gible to vote.

Social distancing will be 
observed and masks must 
be worn.

HURLEYVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
will hold its 25th annual 
“DECK THE DOORS” 
holiday decorating contest 
on Thursday, December 16. 
All holiday-decorated doors 
in the hamlet, including res-
idences and businesses, are 
eligible. Judging will begin 
at 6 p.m. Remember to turn 
your lights on by that time!

Winners of the contest 
will be awarded prizes pro-
vided by Hurleyville busi-
ness owners and members 
of Hurleyville-Sullivan 
First. This year, Bold Gold 
Media Group has contrib-
uted a $1,000 advertising 
package for the winner in 
the business category.

Visit Hurleyville-Sullivan 
First at www.hurleyvilleny.
com or on Facebook for 
more information on the 
group’s projects to make 
Hurleyville more beautiful.

HURLEYVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH

Information on the Christ-
mas Eve service at the 
church will be announced 
on the church’s sign and on 
Facebook.

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church will be 
open on Thursday, Decem-
ber 23, and on Thursday, 
December 30, from 3 until 
5 p.m.  

Sunday services at the 
church begin at 9 a.m. Chil-
dren of all ages are invited 
to attend Sunday school at 
the church during services.

Pastor Jorge is delivering 
sermons online on Face-
book at 11 a.m. on Sundays.

The Bible study group 
meets in the sanctuary at the 
church every Tuesday at 7 
p.m. 

Fully vaccinated church-
goers do not have to wear a 

mask in the church.
You can pray with oth-

ers over the phone on the 
church’s prayer line on Sun-
days from 7 to 8 p.m. The 
prayer line phone number is 
605-472-5491 and the ac-
cess code is 251678. 

“Messy Church” has 
started again. The next date 
will be announced soon.

Youth Group meetings 
and the women’s group 
meetings are still cancelled 
for now.

Please call Katrina at 
845-436-7942 for more in-
formation. You can also get 
updates at the church’s page 
on Facebook.

THE SULLIVAN 
COUNTY MUSEUM 

AND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Annual Theme Tree 
Exhibit at the museum will 
be on display through the 
first week in January.

Visitors to the museum are 
welcome and the archives 
are open for research. 

Guided tours (behind the 
scenes and regular exhib-
its) are available on Satur-
days at 11 a.m., 1 p.m., and 
3 p.m., and on Sundays at 
1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m. There 
is no charge for the hour-
long tour, but registration 
is required. Please call 845-
428-3111 to register.

“To the Mountains by 
Rail,” just republished by 
Load ‘N Go Press, is avail-
able for sale at the gift shop 
at the museum. The shop 
has an assortment of print 
material and memorabilia 
that are perfect gifts for the 
holidays.

Financial donations to the 
museum and the historical 
society are welcome to help 
meet the ongoing increase in 
the amount of funds needed 
to operate the museum.

Anyone interested in ge-
nealogy and the history of 
life in Sullivan County can 

FALLSBURG – A wonder-
ful Thanksgiving tradition 
at Fallsburg Central School 
District is collecting food and 
donating to local families di-
rectly or through Town of 
Fallsburg food pantries.  

On Monday, November 22, 
Junior/Senior High School 
Student Government Advisor 
Elisa Baum drove a pick-up 
truck full of boxes and bags 
of frozen turkeys and non-
perishable food to South Falls-
burg’s St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church. 

Cynthia Johnston and Linda 
Goldstein are sisters who have 
administered the church food 
pantry for the past 15-plus 
years. They received the dona-
tion with gratitude to the stu-

dents in the schools. The CO-
VID virus has impacted the 
distribution of food to needy 
families because people are 
not able to get out to the pan-
try as they did for a one-night 
a week pick-up. Ms. Johnston 
and Ms. Goldstein have been 
making special arrangements 
for people to get food on dif-
ferent days and making food 
more accessible.

The students collected food 
from other students, fami-
lies, staff and friends from 
the community. The SGAs in 
both buildings coordinated 
the efforts. Peter Dworetsky 
is the BCES Advisor. FCSD 
custodians transported the 
food from BCES to the High 
School.

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

PHOTO PROVIDED
BCES students (left to right) Jiya Patel, Michael Demondo-
Gernant and Samantha Saciolo and advisor Peter Dworetsky 
with some of the collected food.

PHOTO PROVIDED
FSHS SGA  Advisors Ms. Isabel Mejia-Cordero and Ms. Elisa 
Baum with 11th grade representative Yadhier Tejeda ready 
to load up Ms. Baum’s pick-up truck with food.

Alli
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

A few months back, I 
had heard about a record-
ing group with the interest-
ing name of MIDNIGHT 
CALLERS that would be 
performing in the area in a 
small venue and how good 
they were, so on Saturday, 
October 30. I met friends 
at the Double Top Bar and 
Grille in THE RESORTS 
WORLD CASINO just 
outside Monticello to see 
for myself. I didn’t go out 
cold, though. I had listened 
to some cuts from the 
group’s first album on JEM 
RECORDS titled RED 
LETTER GLOW. The title 
was intriguing to me.  Hav-
ing lived in New York City 
for a decade, I couldn’t 
help but smile. Yes, they 
hail from that great city.

I had heard about a 
song on their CD called 
41 MILES TO ROSCOE, 
and as I listened to it, I’m 
thinking “My God! This 
is an anthem of hope to all 
small town girls wanting 
more than what they see 
around them.” But beyond 
the lyrics (yes, I’m a lyrics 
person at heart), the music 
itself was compelling. It 
was a hard driving Rock 
and Roll that was alive and 
well before the Disco Era 
in the music revolution, 
but in an updated modern 
version. It also brought me 
back to that dirty, gritty 
1980’s New York that I 
loved so much, when I was 
booking and going out to 
see music very much like 
this. So, I listened to an-
other random choice from 
this record. Yes, that drive 
was still there.

Well guess what? THE 
MIDNIGHT CALLERS 
not only delivered the 
sound live, BUT are hon-
estly, in my opinion, BET-
TER live. Their music and 
performance does not lose 
any of the intensity or in-
tegrity of their recording 
but adds a general air of 
good old fun! They have 
fun playing together, and 
they have fun playing their 
music and that, dear read-
ers, is infectious.  

CHRIS PAINE (vocals 
and rhythm guitar), MAR-
TIN STUBBS (vocals and 
lead guitar), JULIAN BU-
DRINO (vocals and drums) 
and MARLEY MYRIAN-
THOPOULOS (vocals and 
bass) comprise one strong, 
cohesive group with all 
four involved in vocals 
which is really difficult 
to do. So much about this 
band was a breath of fresh 
air/pleasantly surprising to 
me. The grace and ease of 
their interactions on stage 
with each other while nev-
er losing the driving beat 

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

FCSD Students 
Collect and Donate Food

LA NIÑA

The term La Niña comes 
from the Spanish for little 
girl. According to the Na-
tional Oceanic and At-
mospheric Adminstration 
(NOAA), it describes an 
oceanic and atmospheric 
cooling pattern that can oc-
cur in the Pacific Ocean 
every few years. In a nor-
mal year, winds along the 
equator push warm water 
westward. Warm water at 
the surface of the ocean 
blows from South America 
to Indonesia. As the warm 
water moves west, cold wa-
ter from the deep rises up to 
the surface. This cold wa-
ter ends up on the coast of 
South America.      

In the winter of a La Niña 
year, these winds are much 
stronger than usual. This 
makes the water in the Pa-
cific Ocean near the equator 
a few degrees colder than it 
usually is. Even this small 
change in the ocean’s tem-

perature can affect weather 
all over the world.      

La Niña lowers the tem-
perature of the central Pa-
cific Ocean by from three 
to five degrees celsius, and 
can persist for up to five 
months. La Niña events 
have occurred for hundreds 
of years, and records exist 
since 1903. 

La Niña can produce few-
er snowstorms and blizzards 
here in the Northeast, al-
though it does not affect sea-
sonal snowfall predictions, 
as snow forecasts are gen-
erally not predictable more 
than one week in advance. 
During La Niña, the temper-
atures across the continental 
United States will typically 
be above, near or below av-
erage. The climate pattern of 
La Niña affects the position 
of the jet stream and there-
fore the weather across all 
of the United States.

                                      

A HOLIDAY MUSING

Will we have a white Christmas?
Do the weathermen know?
Can we count on our roads

Covered in fluffy snow?

Will children begin preparing their sleds
After dreaming of sugarplums that danced

In their heads?

Even grown men and women
Love to see when it falls

They laugh at the children
Having fights with snowballs

The kids’ noses begin to run from the cold
After forming a snowman from a parson’s mold

And their fingers and toes now start to sting
So they warm up inside and find carols to sing

The dinner was scrumptious, said one and all
As we walked with our guests to the front door down the hall

We stood in the doorway and held each other’s’ hands
And were simply awestruck by our Winter Wonderland

- Mimi
  December, 2021

PHOTO PROVIDED

send an email to info@sc-
nyhistory.org for informa-
tion on volunteering at the 
museum.

Please call the museum 
at 845-434-8044 or email 
info@scnyhistory.org for 
more information or to 
schedule group tours.

The Museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open on Tues-
day through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and on 
Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m.

Per Sullivan County 
guidelines, visitors to the 
museum are required to 
wear masks.

Visit the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and Mu-
seum on Facebook or at 
www.scnyhistory.org.

COLUMBIA HILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ALLIANCE (CHNA)

The CHNA steering com-
mittee meets monthly to 
prepare for the next appear-
ance of the Gan Eden Es-
tates project on the agenda 
of the Town of Thompson 
Planning Board.

The members of CHNA 
and the community have 
voiced many concerns with 
the project and the deleteri-
ous effects it will have on 
the community and the 
environment. Some of the 
concerns are:
• 534 units in 89 structures
• 4 miles of paved roads
• possibility of more than 
3,000 residents
• 1,100 parking spaces
• water supply
• storm water runoff
• wastewater treatment 
plant and discharge
• traffic
• noise pollution
• light pollution
• electric grid capacity
• 110-foot 400,000-gallon 
on-site water tank
Members of CHNA con-

tinue to monitor the ques-
tionable over development 
in the area of Huschke 
Road and East Mongaup 
Road. They will attend the 
December 2021 Town of 
Liberty Planning Board 
meeting if these or related 
matters are on the agenda

Visit CHNA at www.
columbiahill.org and on 
Facebook to learn how you 
can help to protect your en-
vironment and your com-
munity by demanding re-
sponsible and sustainable 
development.

of what they were play-
ing. The professionalism 
and crispness of how each 
played their instruments in 
concert with one another.

In between songs from 
RED LETTER GLOW 
and teasers from their up-
coming second release, 
they breathed new life into 
greats like IT WON’T BE 
LONG and DIZZY MISS 
LIZZY from the Bea-
tles and DEAD FLOW-
ERS from the ROLLING 
STONES and USE ME 
by BILL WITHERS, in-
terspersed with the more 
contemporary covers like 
PUMP IT UP by ELVIS 

COSTELLO and TOM 
PETTY’S YOU WRECK 
ME.  There was no won-
dering why just ‘sitting’ 
wasn’t possible and the 
dance floor just kept filling 
up!

If this band comes around 
again, and I truly hope they 
do, I strongly suggest you 
go see them before having 
to shell out the big bucks to 
see them at a major venue 
becomes a reality. And 
don’t come crying to me if 
you don’t.

Stay safe, stay well, and 
mask up!

Until next time…..



HURLEYVILLE – Sul-
livan County District Six 
Legislator Luis Alvarez has 
been appointed to the Board 
of the NYS Association of 
Counties (NYSAC), one 
of the most influential ad-
vocates for the State’s 62 
counties.

District Six includes Hur-
leyville, as well as parts of 
the towns of Fallsburg and 
Liberty.

 “NYSAC is proud of the 
work we do to support our 
member counties, which 
have been on the front lines 
of this coronavirus pan-

demic. While the worst is 
over, we still have much 
work to do,” said NYSAC 
Executive Director Stephen 
J. Acquario. “We appreciate 
Legislator Alvarez’s ability 
to serve, and his experience 
and perspective will be a 
valuable asset as we contin-
ue to address the critical is-
sues facing counties across 
the state.”

Representing the State’s 
Third Judicial District, 
Legislator Alvarez joins 14 
other board members, in-
cluding NYC Mayor Bill 
de Blasio, in helping guide 

NYSAC forward.
A longtime (now retired) 

Sheriff’s deputy and for-
merly chairman of the Sul-
livan County Legislature, 
Mr. Alvarez also maintains 
seats on multiple National 
Association of Counties 
(NACo) boards, includ-
ing as Vice Chair of Med-
icaid and Indigent Care on 
NACo’s Health Steering 
Subcommittee, its Health 
Policy Steering Committee, 
Healthy Counties Initiative 
Advisory Board, Large Ur-
ban County Caucus Steer-
ing Committee, Programs 

and Services Standing 
Committee, Rural Action 
Caucus Steering Commit-
tee, Veterans and Military 
Services Committee, and 
Immigration Reform Task 
Force.

 “It is an honor to serve 
with NYSAC, which has 
long been an indispensable 
advocate and supporter of 
Sullivan County,” Mr. Al-
varez said. “I’m also glad 
to help guide NYSAC 
and NACo as we navigate 
through vital issues in Al-
bany and Washington. I 
remain committed to my 

constituents as their legis-
lator, but it’s important to 
recognize that we’re part of 
a larger system of govern-
ment that constantly needs 
review and improvement.”

NYSAC represents New 
York counties and their tax-
payers before Federal, State 
and Local officials on mat-
ters germane to county gov-
ernments, and informs its 
membership and the public 
at large on issues of impor-
tance to counties. The Alba-
ny-based organization edu-
cates, trains and provides 
research on public policy 

to Federal, State and Local 
officials and to the member-
ship on a variety of issues 
and hosted its 2019 confer-
ence in Sullivan County.
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LEGISLATOR APPOINTED TO NYSAC BOARD
Mr. Alvarez Represents Hurleyville
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District Six Legislator 

Luis Alvarez

“Would you PLEASE get your 

Machine Gun OUT of the Mayonnaise?”

For many reasons, this is one of the giftiest times of the 
year in Hurleyville and elsewhere. There are religious rea-
sons, seasonal reasons for farmers, natural exchanges with 
people that are friends or neighbors, party goers, co-workers, 
organizations that provide needed or special foods or cloth-
ing, animal shelters, or just silly finds that you want to share.  

All of this gift-giving motion makes it harder and harder 
to treat yourself- even when catalogs crowd your mailbox 
and computer with items you would like but cannot afford 
any more- and nobody is giving them to YOU! Don’t you 
deserve something special too? Even an argument where 
you win doesn’t always feel like a winning gift. A non-angry 
state of mind that proves to yourself that anger is not the only 
answer is a reward with wide application and appreciation.

Well, maybe it is time to gift yourself. Give yourself some-
thing that you have to do in life or work that allows you to 
address a problem without continuing anger and trying to 
win your point, darn it- but allows you to always know that 
no anger but a hard laugh is already in your brain just wait-
ing to reward you. And with a remembrance with more value 
than you thought possible without winning an ongoing battle 
with your superior knowledge, experience, and inspiration. 
Fifty years later, that sweet reward can still bring the laugh 
and intensity of joy (enlarged by time!) of your original in-
spired moment. And you can share it and inspire others to 
follow your lead.

I have one of those moments to share with you right now… 
I was a Nanny for a long time and there were lots of kids in 
the family and in the neighborhood. One day, we were out 
on the back deck making a movie about BAD guys. I went 
into the house to grab some lemonade because everyone had 
been doing a lot of talking. When I walked through the door, 
I was facing a young boy who was smiling with joy as he 
stirred a large bottle of mayonnaise WITH THE TIP OF HIS 
MACHINE GUN!

In a loud and very accusatory voice, I exploded with the 
polite Nanny sentence “Would you PLEASE get your Ma-
chine Gun OUT of the mayonnaise?”  To my good Nanny 
mind, it was an important life lesson delivered without cor-
poral punishment- and the resulting horribly guilty facial ex-
pressions that bounced back toward me were evidence that 
the lesson had been learned!

I turned back into the house and stomped back toward the 
bathroom- locking myself in so that nobody could see or hear 
me laughing hysterically into a thick towel. I knew at that 
moment that I had been THE ONLY PERSON ON EARTH 
THAT HAD EVER DELIVERED THAT COMPLETELY 
POLITE LESSON TO ANYONE- CHILD OR ADULT!

I went back out onto the porch and the weapons of guilt 
had been removed.  Apologies were not offered- further evi-
dence that the lesson was learned by all.  We finished the 
movie (which was terrible upon viewing)) and had a very 
quiet and well-mannered rest of the day.

That win- with really just a reaction in humor and not a 
win in anger- taught me such a valuable lesson. I had several 
signs made with the quote- the final one cut into a large piece 
of rusty metal that hangs on my living room wall as testa-
ment to finding solutions in weird humor instead of totally 
justified anger. This was the gift that I gave myself many de-
cades ago that was better than diamonds- and the kids know 
it too! They learned it in ONE SWELL FOOP.

A Harvest of Apples at FCSD

Holiday Heritage Shop
At the Time and the Valleys Museum

AKTION CLUB INVOLVED IN COMMUNITY SERVICE

FALLSBURG – Mid-
autumn was a special time 
to celebrate New York 
state’s bountiful apple crop 
at Fallsburg Central School 
District (FCSD).

Along with other Sul-
livan County schools, and 
through the guidance and 
support of Cornell Coop-
erative Extension, FCSD’s 
Wellness Committee orga-
nized both buildings in the 
district to join “Big Apple 
Crunch Day” on October 

21.
FarmOn! Foundation, a 

non-profit, has been working 
to fill the succession gap on 
family farms in rural Amer-
ica. According to FarmOn,” 
The Big Apple Crunch” 
began in 2012.   Last year, 
with hundreds of thousands 
of students at schools and 
college campuses statewide 
joining in, over 2.3 million 
New Yorkers participated. 
Each year, on or around Oc-
tober 24, participants from 

across the state are invited 
to take a bite out of an apple 
grown in New York.  

FCSD received over 1,700 
apples at the Food Services 
in each school building. 
On October 20, volunteers 
from the Wellness Com-
mittee washed these apples, 
packed them in plastic food 
bags of 25 each, and dis-
tributed them through Food 
Service to each homeroom 
class or class period for ev-
ery student to take outside 

the building and take a bite 
at exactly 2 p.m.

The weather was extreme-
ly cooperative, with mild 
temperatures and bright, 
sunny skies. Students, teach-
ers and staff made one ter-
rific crunching noise that re-
sounded through the Town. 
One could tell by the looks 
on student faces that this 
was a joyous and a healthy 
event. There is nothing like 
a crispy New York apple on 
a crispy New York day!

GRAHAMSVILLE – Find 
unique holiday gifts at the 
Time and the Valleys Mu-
seum’s Holiday Shop on Sat-
urday, December 11 from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The Museum shop, located 
at on St. Rt. 55 in Grahams-
ville, is stocked with unique 
books, gifts, heritage toys, 
local crafts and more to fill 
shoppers gift giving needs. 
All shoppers receive a 10% 
discount off everything, and 
Museum members get 20% 
off! They will also receive a 
free pair of historic notecards 
with each purchase. Spend 
the afternoon shopping, sup-
porting the Museum and vis-
iting the three floors of Mu-
seum exhibits. 

The Museum’s new 70-
page Heritage Farm Baking 
Book will be available for 
sale, and includes tried-and-
true old time treasured reci-
pes for cakes, muffins, pies, 
cooking and more, all from 
local bakers of the past.  It 
includes a history of baking 
and information and pho-
tos of many of the early lo-
cal bakers.  The cost of the 
book is $15 and $12 for mu-
seum members, and is a fund 
raiser for the Museum’s sec-
ond phase of the 1930s Lost 
Catskill Farm.  

For more information or to 
set up other shopping times, 
please call 845 985-7700 or 
email info@timeandtheval-
leysmuseum.org.

MONTICELLO – The Ak-
tion Club of Sullivan County 
is always ready and willing to 
help with community service 
activities.   During the month 
of November, in addition to 
making cards for distribution 
to Veterans, they collected 
non perishable food items 
from club members, agency 
reps and Kiwanis Co-Advi-
sors and had fun decorating 
and filling baskets that were 
distributed to needy families 

in several school districts in 
the County as well as to the 
Federation for the Homeless 
and United Way of Sullivan 
County.    

The club, which is co-spon-
sored by the Kiwanis Clubs of 
Monticello and Woodridge, 
New York, is comprised of 
individuals with various dis-
abilities and affiliated with 
The Arc Greater Hudson Val-
ley, New Hope Community 
and The Center for Discovery.

PHOTO PROVIDED
A small section of the gift shop at Time & The Valleys Mu-
seum
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PAPER CLIPS…
by Elaine Corrington

One late-October 
morning, I woke to find 
that somebody, under 
cover of night, had come 
up our driveway, which 
winds a distance from 
Divine Corners Road, 
and proceeded to the 
very threshold of our cot-
tage, to post campaign 
flyers for the local elec-
tion. I found a placard 
lying on the porch and 
a tag hanging from the 
doorknob, like those “Do 
Not Disturb” signs you 
get in hotels. Only in this 
case the tag was the dis-
turbance! It was creepy 
to think of someone right 
outside our door while 
we slept inside. It felt un-
seemly. Had they cased 
the neighborhood during 
the day, to know where 
to go in the dark? The 
experience was at odds 
with a notion that lies 
close to the heart of the 
holiday season – hospi-
tality, the spirit in which 
thresholds, and the invi-
tations to cross them, are 
extended. 

The opposite of hos-
pitality is coercion or 
force, and force is no 
respecter of persons. It’s 
significant that the Latin 
root of the word hospital-
ity – hospes – can mean 
both “host” and “guest,” 
as if these two terms are 
commutable and the se-
cret of hospitality is to be 
found in the reciprocal 
exchange between host 
and guest. 

What the host gives the 
guest – shelter, food, ac-
ceptance, a place at the 
table – is clearer than 
what the guest gives the 
host. In many stories, the 
guest confers some form 
of blessing upon the host, 
especially if the guest 
is a person unknown 
to the host. This points 
to the third meaning of 
hospes: “stranger.” The 
act of inviting a stranger 
to one’s board is a more 
stringent form of hospi-
tality, enjoined in many 
traditions. We see varia-
tions of that theme in 
such yuletide customs as 
mummering, wassailing, 
and caroling; we see it in 
the Jewish seder, when 
the front door is opened 
to welcome Elijah – one 
always hopes one’s guest 
might be revealed as a 
prophet or angel!  

Perhaps the real bless-
ing conferred by the 
guest is simply the ex-
pansion of the heart of 
the host, the accession 
to a greater spirit of gen-
erosity, even of caritas, 
which might prove trans-
formative. One writer 
described hospitality as 

“the virtue of a great soul 
who cares for the whole 
universe through the ties 
of humanity.” This spirit 
withers when coercion 
enters to sever the re-
ciprocal relationship of 
host and guest, substitut-
ing a chilly manipulation 
for the willingness to be 
changed by an encounter 
with a stranger. 

The radical assumption 
of the guest’s intrinsic 
worthiness expands, in 
some religious traditions, 
to a sense of intrinsic di-
vinity, such as we see 
in the Nativity story. In 
its “no room at the Inn” 
variant, elaborated over 
millennia from its spare 
origins in Luke’s Gos-
pel, the Nativity gives us 
one of our most enduring 
fables of hospitality. The 
stony-hearted innkeeper 
who turns away Joseph 
and Mary from his door 
fails the test of hospital-
ity and forecloses on a 
possibility of incalcula-
ble blessings. 

Luke bookends his 
Gospel with another 
great hospitality tale: 
two disciples are travel-
ing to Emmaus, imme-
diately after the events 
of Holy Week, and are 
joined by a stranger, who 
receives news from the 
pair of all that has just 
occurred in Jerusalem. 
When they come to an 
Inn, the two insist that 
the stranger join them 
for food and rest before 
continuing his journey; 
in Sarah Ruden’s won-
derful recent translation 
of the Gospels, they “put 
the gentle pressure of 
hospitality on him.” The 
stranger accepts, and as 
they break bread togeth-
er the disciples’ eyes are 
opened, they recognize 
their guest as Jesus, who 
promptly vanishes. One 
astute commentator said 
that the offer of hospital-
ity itself opened the two 
disciples to the revela-
tory experience. 

We are all cast, at dif-
ferent times, as the host 
or the guest, vis-à-vis 
one another; sometimes 
we are cast as the strang-
er, even to ourselves. In 
the light of hospitality, 
we glimpse the possibil-
ity of overcoming our 
divisions, of experienc-
ing the good will to-
wards men and women 
that makes for peace on 
Earth. 

 
Jonathan Shimkin, writer 
and editor, may be con-
tacted at jonathanshim-
kin@gmail.com, or via his 
website: jonathanshimkin.
weebly.com

Out Divine 
Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin

PHOTO PROVIDED
Proudly displaying Thanksgiving baskets are Aktion Club members and advisors (left to right) Jane Sorensen, Sheila Lash-
insky, Sue Kasofsky, Gary Walling, Willie Conklin, James Santinelli, and Kim Loucks
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-
ing for help, to fight fire or 
support those that do. We 
even supply all of the gear 
and provide all of the train-
ing needed, for free. Stop by 
any Monday night and find 
out how you can help.

Fire calls are still up 
countywide. I have been to 
several dryer fires in recent 
weeks. Make sure that you 
clean the lint trap before 
each use, do not overload 
the dryer, make sure the 
vent to the outside is clear of 
leaves, bee’s nest and very 
soon snow.

Last month during the 
heavy rains many, many 
roads were flooded. Why 
would you drive your car 
around cones, barricades, 
and road closure signs? 
There were numerous res-
cues that took place because 
people did drive around 
cones, barricades, and road 
closure signs. Not only did 
you put your life in danger 
but those firefighters that 
came out to save you. When 
a road is flooded you do not 
know if the road is still there 
or washed away. At times 
the water is so deep that it 
will stall your car and possi-
bly sweep you away. It could 
float you into the stream or 
lake near the flooded section 
of road.

The holidays are right 
around the corner, and I want 
you to be safe. Unfortunate-
ly, throughout my firematic 
career I have been on may 
calls concerning the follow-
ing safety issues. I can say 
throughout the years I have 
been on a call every holiday 
that there is. I would like to 

stay home this season.
Cooking fires almost dou-

ble on holidays and cause 
more property damage and 
severe injuries than home 
fires any other time of the 
year. Be smart and avoid 
these common causes of 
holiday kitchen fires and in-
juries.
• Leaving the kitchen while 
you are frying, grilling, or 
broiling food - high tempera-
tures and splattering fat are a 
terrible combination. 
• Wearing loose sleeves 
around the stove, fireplace, or 
grill - fabric can easily ignite if 
it touches a heat source. Fab-
ric that is accidentally brushed 
over food can pick up grease, 
which is highly flammable. 
• Placing paper towels, nap-
kins, placemats, towels, 
oven mitts, plastic bags, pa-
per, or plastic or cardboard 
food packaging too near the 
stovetop, oven, grill, or any 
heat-generating appliance 
can cause a fire. 
• Using a stove, oven, or grill 
that has a buildup of grease 
- grease fires are extremely 
dangerous and difficult for 

December 6, 1916
Narrow Escape 
from Drowning

Three small children of 
South Fallsburg, who had 
been excused from school 
Wednesday afternoon a short 
time previous to the regular 
hour for dismissal, had a very 
narrow escape from drown-
ing in the Fallsburg Lake. 
Grant Warren, the caretaker, 
heard their screams and dis-
covering the little ones in the 
water called loudly for help, 
whereupon J C Reynolds, 
who heard him, went im-
mediately to his assistance. 
By wading into the water up 
to his neck, Mr. Warren was 
able to reach them and they 
were carried to the school 
house and their parents no-
tified. They were then sent 
home in automobiles. They 
were Irving Stratton, aged 
nine years, son of Lorenzo 
Stratton and Sylvester Bon-
ney, age six, and William 
Bonney, age eight, sons of 
Harry Bonney.

December 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls 

Hurt in Auto Crash

Miss Sarah Hillman, twen-
ty, suffered severe lacerations 
of the face and body, and 
Pearl Jacobson and Mary 
Schubert, her companions, 
also of this village, were 
slightly injured Friday of last 
week when a car driven by 
Miss Hillman was struck by 
a Hi-Land bread truck at the 
intersection of Loch Shel-
drake and Hurleyville roads.  
A brother of Miss Hillman 

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

the homeowners to get under 
control quickly if they do not 
know how to handle them. 
• Working on a crowded sur-
face - too little room can 
cause dishes and utensils to 
fall onto the stove or the floor, 
resulting in burns, cuts, and 
damage to stoves, counter-
tops, floors, and appliances. 
• Unsupervised children - chil-
dren are curious and love to 
be involved in family events. 
Keep an eye on young chil-
dren to help ensure they do 
not touch sharp or hot objects 
or electric cords or leave toys 
on the kitchen floor a hurrying 
adult could trip over. 
• Nonworking fire alarms - a 
smoke alarm is often the first 
thing to alert you that some-
thing is burning. Make sure 
yours are working before you 
begin your holiday prepara-
tions. A battery is a very small 
investment in your safety.
The worst may strike even 

if you take care, so be sure 
to have a fire extinguisher 
easily accessible and NEV-
ER use water to extinguish 
a grease fire, as water will 
lead to spreading of a grease 

fire. 
Let us look at a few other 

safe concerns during the 
holiday season.
Candle Safety-
• Make sure candles are held 
firmly in a fireproof holder on 
a fireproof surface
• Do not place them near cur-
tains or other fabrics that can 
ignite
• NEVER leave a candle unat-
tended
• Make sure they are out be-
fore going to bed or leaving 
the house
• Try using a batter operated 
one

Christmas Tree Safety-
• Pick a tree that fits the room
• Water your tree. A dry tree is 
a torch waiting for an ignition 
source
• Keep heating devices away 
from the tree

Decoration Safety –
• Most decorations are highly 
flammable. Keep them away 
from a heat source
• Do not let them block your 
way out of a room or your 
house
• Turn off or unplug decora-
tions when going to bed or 
leaving the house

Wrapping Paper-
• Nerve put your wrapping 
paper in the wood stove or 
fireplace
• Dispose of it properly, re-
cycle it if possible
If there should be fire in 

your home “Get Out and 
Stay Out” and Close the 
Door Behind You.

From my family to your 
family have a Healthy & 
Safe Holiday Season.

Merry Christmas & 
Happy & Safe New Year

Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a 
treat to the eye.  The score 
was 19-12.

People You Know

Among those who attend 
college and are spending the 
Christmas vacation with their 
parents are:  Rose Cohen, 
Sylvia Garelick, Rose Wizw-
er, Lillian Lawrence, Herbert 
Billowitz, George Schmuck-
ler, Milton Schmuckler, Betty 
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

January 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle 

When Pet Dog Trips her

While strolling along the 
highway on Monday with 
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta 
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and 
fractured her ankle when one 
of the dogs playfully tripped 
her.  The elderly woman was 
found lying on the highway 
by hotel guests who passed 
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of 
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his 
office here. Mrs. Jones was 
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is 
reported as satisfactory.  She 
remains under the care of Dr. 
Jacobs.

Engagements Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced during 
Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss Frie-
da Wichinsky, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Wichinsky 
and Jerry Lax of New York 
was made public. The couple 
plan to wed in June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion 
Metcalf of Monticello, to 
Edward Reynolds, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Reynolds, 
was announced. They plan to 
marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of 
Rock Hill have announced the 
engagement of their daugh-
ter, Gladys, to Earl Peck of 
Monticello.  Miss Case, a 
school teacher in the Mitteer 
district in Hurleyville for the 
past four years, is a sister to 
Mrs. Peter LaBaugh.  No date 
has been set for the wedding.

Christmas at 
the County Home

Christmas was celebrat-
ed at the Welfare Home in 
the real old-fashioned way.  
Christmas Eve, by the light of 
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit 
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who 
visited each and every per-
son in the institution bring-
ing gifts that made joyous 
each one’s heart. After sing-
ing Christmas hymns, several 
of the inmates contributed 
a song or piece to make the 
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale 
sang Christmas carols under 
the windows of the sick in 
all three of the buildings. The 
menu for Christmas day for 
the old folks was chicken, bis-
cuits and gravy, mashed pota-
toes, squash, cranberry sauce, 
mustard pickles, mince pie, 
tea and coffee.  There were 
seventy-eight at the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 
100th Birthday

This past Christmas Day 
brought to Charles H. Hall 
of Grahamsville a present 
he has been waiting just 100 
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his 
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the 
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas 
morning to combine their 
Christmas greetings with 
birthday wishes.

GOING FOR A RIDE…
Students Take Full Advantage of Rail Trail

by Emily Arias 
and Thomas Caputo

HURLEYVILLE – In 
September, the Collabora-
tive College High School 
(CCHS) organized a huge 
bike ride on the Milk Train 
Trail, also known as the Rail 
Trail. In partnership with 
The Center for Discovery 
(TCFD), CCHS was able to 
organize a large bike ride in-
volving the majority of stu-
dents. The organizers were 
Jack Comstock, Jim Cashen, 
and Kara Schalase, the latter 
two who work at The Center 
for Discovery. They used a 
combination of student bikes 
and TCFD bikes, including 
beach bikes, three-wheel 
bikes, mountain bikes, and 
tandem bikes. One of the 
core focuses of TCFD is the 
care of those who are differ-
ently abled, so many of the 
bikes were handicap acces-
sible. One CCHS student, 
Byron Pratt, who has cere-
bral palsy, said that riding a 
bike with one working hand 
is difficult, but the TCFD 
bikes made it enjoyable. 

The riders discovered that 
the section of Rail Trail on 
which they were riding is 
called the Milk Train Trail 
because it used to be part of 
an actual railroad that trans-
ported milk as well as pas-
sengers and freight. Long 
abandoned, it has now been 
paved over in both direc-
tions, and it’s become a pop-
ular location for residents to 
ride bikes and walk. 

While many of the stu-

dents on the ride had ridden 
a bike before, a few kids had 
never ridden a bike or hadn't 
ridden in a while. That was 
the case for one student in 
particular, Sindhu Villareal. 
Ms. Villareal hadn't ridden a 
bike in a long time, but was 
very happy and excited to be 
taking part in the experience.

“I was very excited to ride 
again, although I ended up 
riding a three-wheel bike,” 
she said. 

The bike ride included stu-
dents of all skill levels, with 
some being experienced bik-
ers. Two of these students 
were eighth-graders, Henry 
Anker and Axel Jurgens. Mr. 

Jurgens has even participated 
in some competitions. While 
these two had the most expe-
rience, they weren’t the only 
ones enjoying the ride. John 
Adams, a seventh-grader, 
described the experience as 
magical. 

“When you ride into the 
rock cut, it’s like entering a 
whole new world,” he said. 

Other students saw this ex-
perience as a fitness oppor-
tunity. Ninth grader Bryce 
Shannon did multiple laps 
on the trail, and ended up 
riding about four miles. 

While the September ride 
was the first, and had the 
most participants, it was not 

the only one. On Friday, Oc-
tober 13, CCHS organized 
another bike ride, also on 
the trail, this time involving 
fewer students. 

While these two rides have 
been the only organized bike 
trips so far, CCHS principal 
Jack Comstock has not ruled 
out the possibility of a third 
bike ride, although this will 
most likely be later in the 
school year. 

When asked why he want-
ed to do the bike ride, Mr. 
Comstock said “We were so 
close to [the rail trail] and 
wanted to experience the 
trail in a new way.” 

CCHS also has plans to 
use the trail during winter 
as well. The plan includes 
cross country skiing and 
snow shoeing, introducing 
students to new activities 
and giving some, especially 
those who have from the 
city, a completely different 
experience. 

These bike rides and other 
rail trail activities not only 
introduce the students to 
new experiences, but also 
promote more physical ac-
tivity, which could bleed 
over into their personal lives. 
They could also be good for 
the rail trail, as promoting 
the use of the trail could lead 
to improved conditions for 
the surrounding ecosystems 
by bringing more attention 
to them.

CCHS would like to do 
more bike rides in the future, 
and will happily accept do-
nations of bikes and helmets 
that are in good condition.

was drowned ten days ago 
while skating on Morning-
side Pond.

High School Notes 
from the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville 
from start to finish, the Ros-
coe quintet rang up its first 
victory in the Catskill Moun-
tain League at Roscoe.  Both 
teams fought hard, but Ros-
coe, the better team, won.

Hurleyville was the first 
to score when our dashing 
forward, Charles Yavorofsky 
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating 
broke loose and made a nice 
hang shot making the score 
4-0.  At this point Roscoe be-
gan using its scoring ability 
and quickly sprang into the 
lead.

In the second half, our boys 
fought hard, but could not 
make their shots good.  They 
kept Roscoe’s scoring down, 
but could not add any points 
to their own score.  The final 
score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary 
game between the girls of 
both schools with victory for 
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Fallsburg Lake

PHOTO BY ALEX BROZ
CCHS seventh grader Jackson Loretto and teacher Robert 
Osterhoudt on the bike ride.



grounds and the surround-
ing area as well as or better 
than anyone,” Mangan said to 
me. “Do you have any ideas 
where two kids might go to 
hide?”

“Well, obviously, there are 
only a limited number of vi-
able places on the hotel prop-
erty,” I said, realizing I was 
stating the obvious. “But if 
they have left the grounds, 

they could be anywhere. Are 
we sure that neither of them 
have access to a car?”

“We can easily verify that. 
I’ll look into it,” Mangan 
said. “Meanwhile, since you 
seem to have a reasonably 
good relationship with Mrs. 
Corning, would you feel com-
fortable asking her about her 
son’s whereabouts?” Mangan 
asked.

I hesitated, and he added. 
“I certainly wouldn’t say any-
thing to her about your suspi-
cions… at least not yet.”

I agreed to pay Mrs. Corn-
ing a visit and to ask her 
about Edwin, hoping to find 
out a little about his state of 
mind, his friends, any places 
at the hotel he liked to hang 
out. I figured I could find out 
if he knew Jeremy Cruck-
horn without coming right 
out and asking it of her. At 
least I hoped so. Either way, I 
wasn’t looking forward to the 
conversation.

Turns out, I needn’t have 
been concerned. As I ap-
proached the stairs leading 
up to Mrs. Corwin’s rooms, I 
heard a voice whispering my 
name from a darkened corner 
behind the stairwell.

“Mr. Kelly!” the whisper 
repeated. “Over here…it’s 
Edwin.”

I walked over, and was only 
mildly surprised to find Ed-
win Corning crouching down 
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Eighth grade honor roll 
students at Fallsburg Ju-
nior High School enjoyed 
an “On a Roll” breakfast 
in the school cafeteria 
before morning classes 
on November 23. Not 
all Honor Roll recipients 
were able to attend.

We’re welcoming De-
cember with fun Take & 
Make craft kits! 

Starting on Monday, De-
cember 6, adults can come 
in to pick up a “Make Your 
Own Checkerboard” kit 
with a fun winter theme. Per-
fect game for those nights in 
with some blankets and hot 
cocoa! Kids can come grab 
an ornament take home craft 
kit to make their own win-
ter ornaments! There are 
six different ornaments to 
make in each kit. As always, 
please contact Miss Amanda 
to reserve your kit. You can 
email aletohic@rcls.org or 
call 845-436-6067 ext. 102. 
Our take home mystery 
kits will be returning next 
month!

As winter approaches, be 
sure to sign up for our email 
list if you haven’t already, or 
watch our Facebook page to 

be notified of weather-relat-
ed delays and closures. We 
are open for library business 
as usual with masks required 
for your entire visit for any-
one over the age of 2-- re-
gardless of your vaccination 
status-- while in the library.

Our hours have changed 
for the winter months, so be 
sure to check our website for 
our updated hours.

Don’t forget your library 
card gives you access to tons 
of wonderful e-content that 
can be accessed through our 
website! Stay up to date with 
the latest library updates 
by following our Facebook 
page or visiting our website, 
www.fallsburglibrary.org. 
As always, thank you for 
your continued support and 
patience. We wouldn’t be 
able to do what we do with-
out your support. 

Fallsburg Constable Bron-
co Kelly is helping out his 
old boss, Ben Knapp, owner 
of the Columbia Farm Ho-
tel, by serving as security for 
the weekend while the hotel 
entertains a few hundred 
New York City cops. Bronco 
has discovered that the room 
of wealthy socialite Louise 
Corning has been broken 
into, and has notified the 
New York State Police. Now, 
while questioning guests 
about the night of the inci-
dent, he thinks he might have 
stumbled upon a lead …

I was questioning Sergeant 
Frank Cruckhorn of the 53rd 
precinct of the New York 
City Police Department and 
his wife, Millie about their 
whereabouts during the bur-
glary of Louise Corning’s 
room at the Columbia Hotel 
and the theft of some of her 
expensive jewelry. 

“Are there any other family 
members here with you?” I 
asked them after the introduc-
tions were out of the way.

“Just…” Mrs. Cruckhorn 
started to answer, but stopped 
when her husband squeezed 
her arm.

“Just my brother and his 
wife,” Cruckhorn interjected. 
“He’s a Sergeant in the two-
seven. I don’t see where he 
is right now, but we came up 
together.”

“Anything you can add to 

that?” I asked Mrs. Cruck-
horn, looking her squarely in 
the eyes. She quickly turned 
away. 

“Not that I can think of,” 
she said nervously.

A little too nervously, I 
thought. Together with what 
I had observed and overheard 
just before interrogating the 
couple, their actions during 
the questioning was very sus-
picious. I had one more cou-
ple to talk to, which proved 
insignificant, and then I made 
my way to the front desk.

I told the young man work-
ing at the front counter that I 
needed some information. He 
seemed to know who I was, 
and was quick to cooperate, 
so in a matter of minutes I was 
staring at the evidence that 
the Cruckhorns did not check 
in alone, but in the company 
of their son, Jeremy. Why lie 
about that, I wondered? There 
was only one explanation I 
could think of.

They must suspect that Jere-
my was involved in the break-
in. And now, it appeared, he 
had not been accounted for. 
As I mulled over the thought 
in my head, I suddenly had a 
flashback to an awkward mo-
ment I had shared with young 
Edwin Corning the day be-
fore, after completing a round 
of golf.

I had returned our clubs to 
the caddy shack, and when I 

emerged from the shack, Ed-
win was talking with a young 
man about his own age. When 
Edwin spotted me coming out 
of the shack, he stopped his 
conversation more abruptly 
than I would have considered 
normal.

When I asked him about 
his “new friend,” Edwin had 
gotten very defensive, claim-
ing the two did not know each 
other and had barely spoken. 
Appearances had suggested to 
me that was not the case.

Now I was even more cer-
tain that the two boys had 
known each other, and had 
been up to something Edwin 
was trying to keep secret, at 
least from me. Could they 
have been plotting to steal 
his mother’s jewels? I didn’t 
want to get ahead of myself, 
but that certainly seemed a 
lot more likely to me than 
Tom Mangan’s theory that 
the burglary might have been 
the work of the gang that had 
been terrorizing local hotels 
all summer.

I figured it was best to dis-
cuss my findings, as well as 
my theory, with Mangan be-
fore doing anything else. I 
had worked with him enough 
times in the past to know that 
he always preferred to be kept 
in the loop during an investi-
gation.

He wasn’t hard to find, and 
it took just a few minutes to 

fill him in on my findings, and 
my suspicions. Surprisingly, 
he did not immediately dis-
miss the idea.

“I think you might be on 
to something,” he said, add-
ing that Edwin Corning had 
yet to be located. “Now we 
have two boys to find,” he ac-
knowledged, referring to Ed-
win and Jeremy Cruckhorn.

“You know the hotel 

Following in the con-
tinuous tradition of com-
munity service, the Mon-
ticello Kiwanis Club 
members donated and 
presented Julian Dawson, 
Chief Professional Officer 
of United Way of Sullivan 
County, with two turkeys 
and  a check for $350.00 
to purchase additional 

turkeys and Thanksgiv-
ing food trimmings.  The 
food items were distrib-
uted to families in need 
in the community for 
their Thanksgiving enjoy-
ment. Shown (left to right) 
are Board member Robert 
Green, Kiwanis Treasurer 
Linda Barriger and United 
Way CPO Julian Dawson. 

FALLSBURG – How time-
ly and fortunate for Dianne 
Matinez that one of the chil-
dren in her third-grade class 
at Fallsburg’s Benjamin Co-
sor Elementary School is Vir-
ginia Blackford. 

The teacher discovered 
that Virginia’s father, Mark, 
was the first Poet Laureate in 
Sullivan County, and Class-
room 28 was studying poetry 
and the power of words. The 
children did not know what a 
Poet Laureate was (except for 
Virginia!), and Mr. Blackford 
was very happy to visit the 
class on November 9, 2021. 
The class soon found out that 
a poet laureate is appointed 
to, or regarded unofficially as 
holding, an honorary repre-
sentative position in a partic-
ular country, region, or group.

After his introduction to 
the students, Mr. Blackford 
discussed the power of words 
and how people use words to 
express themselves. He told 
of the magic of figurative lan-
guage as illustrated in some 
of his favorite children’s po-
ems. The class loved the se-
lections. They proudly shared 
what they had already learned 
about figurative language 
during the previous week’s 
lessons.

Prior to the visit, the stu-

dents made a PowerPoint of 
questions to ask Mr. Black-
ford about his life and his 
experiences with poetry. The 
day’s visit ended with each 
child asking his question and 
listening enthusiastically to 
Mr. Blackford’s thoughtful 
responses. To one question, 
he answered that “allitera-
tion” was one of the favorite 
tools in his writing.  

Virginia’s response to her 
dad joining the class for the 
day was brief and to the point, 
“Yay!” Also, she said that her 
dad was very excited to come 
in. Who knows, some day one 
of these third graders may be 
a Poet Laureate in Sullivan 
County or somewhere else.

Monticello Kiwanis Gives 
Thanksgiving Donations

A Special visitor at BCES

FROM THE 
FALLSBURG 
LIBRARY

by Amanda Letohic
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“I think I am in really big trouble,” Edwin said.

by Deborah Chandler, Ph.D.

The Art of Being

Self-Blame
Self-blame is the residual 

of childhood trauma. The 
impact of self-blame reduc-
es us to feelings of guilt and 
unworthiness.

Self-blame contains a fan-
tasy of omnipotence. This 
belief in our omnipotent 
power derives from misun-
derstanding the source of 
our discontent. Self-blame 
assumes that if we were a 
better version of our selves, 
we would be uncondition-
ally accepted.  This initially 
occurs between parents and 
children.  

Children readily accept 
the omnipotence of their 
parents.  Therefore, devalu-
ation from parents becomes 
internalized as a need to 
please and erase the loss 
of self-esteem.  Thus chil-
dren, even into adulthood, 
are both devalued and have 
the burden of proving their 
worth.

What self-blame does not 
account for is the behavior 
of others.  When vulnerable, 
we are easily influenced by 
the attitudes of others.  We 
accept others devaluation 
as real.  But these expres-
sions of devaluation de-
rive from the internalized 
self-blame of the perpetra-
tor.   Self-blame becomes a 
cycle of projected devalua-
tion.  We integrate the de-
valuation of the other into 
our self-concept.  We then 
project this reduced valua-
tion onto others.  This is a 
cycle of negativity.

Self-blame includes the 
fantasy that we have con-
trol over how others relate 
to us.  That if we were more 
pleasing in word, deed, 
or appearance, we would 
receive the validation we 
crave.  Actually, our behav-

ior is not in charge of how 
others behave.  Other’s lack 
of validation is theirs.

Once we understand that 
self-blame is a conditioned 
response, we tackle disman-
tling this toxic influence.  
We could begin by more 
keenly observing the strug-
gles others have with their 
own self-worth. We notice 
the fragility of other’s egos.  
We notice that those that 
blame the most, cover-up 
the most, hiding their own 
self-doubt.  Those that have 
found positive self-regard, 
have no need to disrespect 
others.

For me, I find different 
modalities confront my in-
ner demon of self-blame.  
I have always relied upon 
physical activity to posi-
tively establish my inner 
confidence.  Dancing tran-
scends self-doubt.  Keeping 
good company is essential.  
I seek out those who have 
positive self-regard.  Even 
more significantly, I appre-
ciate those who talk about 
their inner demons and how 
they confront their inner-
doubt with positive affirma-
tions.  

We all face the challenge 
of establishing an inner 
core of positive self-regard.  
These efforts become part 
of an overall strategy of 
side-stepping negativity.  
The more we surround our 
selves with light and grati-
tude, the more we leave the 
restricting arena of self-
blame and enjoy the light 
of affirmation.

Purpose to clear blocks to 
a full appreciation of who 
we really are.  Wondrous 
articulations of awareness.

in the corner, mostly obscured 
by an overstuffed chair.

“Mr. Kelly, I need to talk 
to you,” he whispered ner-
vously. “I think I am in big 
trouble. Really big trouble.”

Fallsburg Constable 
Bronco Kelly has a knack for 
getting himself involved in 
intricate mysteries, but also 
a knack for solving them. 

Read more about his latest 
adventure at the Columbia 
Hotel in the next edition of 
The Hurleyville Sentinel. 
The Columbia Cop Caper 
is a work of fiction, and al-
though some of the charac-
ters in this story are real, no 
representation is made as to 
the accuracy of their charac-
terizations.

An Original Short Story by Jack Robbin

PHOTO PROVIDED
FCSD third-grade student, Vir-
ginia Blackford, with her dad, 
Mark, Sullivan County’s Poet 
Laureate.

PHOTO PROVIDED



by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
The SUNY Sullivan men’s 
basketball team hadn’t lost a 
game to arch rival SUNY Or-
ange in at least five years un-
til last week, when the Gen-
erals found themselves on the 
short end of an 87-79 score 

on the Colts’ home court in 
Middletown.

The loss left the Generals 
at 4-2 on the season, with 
home games against Rock-
land County Community 
College and Prince George’s 
Community college (MD) on 
December 2 and 4, just as this 
edition of the Sentinel was 

going to press.
Prior to the loss at Orange, 

Sullivan had won three games 
in a row, by an average mar-
gin of victory of better than 
37 points. The highlight of 
the three-game streak was a 
convincing 92-64 home win 
against league rival West-
chester, which the Generals 

led 47-24 at halftime with 
the bench playing most of the 
second half minutes.

Jarell White led Sullivan in 
that contest, netting 16 points 
in just 23 minutes on the 
court. Jalen Reneau added 15 
points, despite playing just 
20 minutes.

White, a 6’5 freshman from 

Bellport, NY, is the team’s 
leading scorer so far at 18.6 
points per game.

The Generals hit the road 
for the remainder of Decem-
ber and most of January, with 
their next home game be-
ing on Tuesday, January 25, 
when the Falcons of Dutchess 
Community College invade the Paul Gerry Fieldhouse.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

by John Conway

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
After skipping the entire 
season last year, the SUNY 
Sullivan Lady Generals have 
started off the 2021-22 sea-
son right where they left off 
two years ago, winning their 
first eight games. Added to 
the 24 games the team won 
to conclude the 2019-20 sea-
son, that adds up to 32 games 
in row without a defeat.

Leading the way for the 
Sullivan women in the early 
going has been 6’2 freshman 
center Deivejon Harris from 
the Bronx, who has aver-
aged 13.7 points and 10.7 
rebounds across six games. 
And she has had plenty of 
help, as freshmen guards 
Anisa Perry and Malaysia 

Bryant have also contributed 
heavily to the scoring totals, 
while freshman forward Bar-
bara Bruno has been a force 
on the boards.

Sophomore guard Infin-
ity Hammonds, a 2020 All-
American, has played just 
two games for Sullivan thus 
far, averaging 12 points per 
contest.

First year coach Ben New-
berg has got to be happy with 
the team’s play in the early 
going. as they have man-
aged to win by an average 
of 19 points per game, in-
cluding an impressive 94-29 
win over arch-rival SUNY 
Orange on November 30 in 
which the Lady Generals led 
by 55-11 at the half.

Of course, Coach Newberg 
had lofty expectations for the 

team going into the season, 
based on past performances 
and a bevy of talented in-
coming freshmen.

“This season will be a very 
tough act to follow from the 
2019-20 season’s success,” 

he said prior to the team’s 
opening game on November 
6. “I think we’ll be talented 
enough to be successful 
again, but our goal is not to 
compete with the records of 
the past, it’s to be the best we 

can be now and continue to 
get better every day.

“We have a plethora of 
young talent starting with 
Barbara Bruno who comes 
from a high school program 
that hasn’t lost a game in 
over 3 years. She was a 
PSAL Finals MVP as a soph-
omore. Barbara has a high 
motor with a great IQ. Anisa 
Perry is a 5’9 guard/forward 
who can get to the basket 
with ease and also shoot the 
three.“

The Lady Generals had 
two games to play just as 
the Sentinel was going to 
press, against the Univer-
sity of Connecticut at Avery 
Point in Groton, CT on De-
cember 2 and against Prince 
George’s Community Col-
lege of Maryland at home on 

December 4. Sullivan then 
plays seven road games be-
fore returning home to host 
Herkimer County Commu-
nity College at Paul Gerry 
Fieldhouse on January 30.

Coach Newberg, who grew 
up in Monticello, is very fa-
miliar with Sullivan’s bas-
ketball history, and knows it 
will be difficult to live up to 
the team’s past success, but 
he is looking forward to the 
challenge.

“I am grateful to be back 
in my hometown doing what 
I love,” he said recently. “I 
have coached against SUNY 
Sullivan teams in the past, so 
I know the tradition of ex-
cellence their teams are ac-
customed to. I’m excited to 
be on the home bench this 
time.”
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Jarell White

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first 
person to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.
com will win a prize. Have fun!

December Trivia:
 1. Which charter member of the Atlantic Coast 
 Conference won the very first ACC Tournament in 1954?
 2. Where is NCAA basketball’s annual Holiday Festival 
 traditionally played?
 3. What women’s college basketball coach is only second 
 to UCLA’s John Wooden with six NCAA National 
 Titles?
 4. What was the first Division-I school to lose the 
 N.C.A.A. basketball title game in two consecutive 
 seasons?
 5. What women’s basketball great and former WNBA 
 player was the 1st woman to be a Harlem Globetrotter?

Last month’s answers:
 1. What are the two NFL home teams who traditionally play every 
 Thanksgiving? (Detroit Lions and Dallas Cowboys)
 2. Who holds the NFL record for the most rushing yards in a 
 Thanksgiving Day game? (O.J. Simpson, Buffalo Bills, 1976, 
 273 yards)
 3. Which two NFL teams have had the most matchups in 
 Thanksgiving Day games? (Chicago Bars and Detroit Lions 
 have met 19 times on Thanksgiving Day)
 4. What two teams hold the NFL record for most points scored 
 combined in a Thanksgiving Day game? (Green Bay Packers and 
 Detroit Lions, 84 points in 1986)
 5. Who holds the NFL record for most receiving touchdowns in 
 a Thanksgiving Day game? (Sterling Sharpe had four 
 touchdowns for the Green Bay Packers in 1994)

There was no winner last month.

GENERALS HIT BUMPY ROAD  Drop Close One to SUNY Orange
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