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LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– In coordination with the 
Governor’s Office and 
Quadrant Biosciences, 
SUNY Sullivan has opened 
a community COVID-19 
testing site on campus. Lo-
cated in The Paul Gerry 
Field House Upper Lobby, 
the testing site is open Mon-
day through Friday, 8:30 
a.m. – 4 p.m. The PCR test 
is an oral, saliva-based test. 
Appointments are strongly 
encouraged. Limited walk-
in appointments are avail-
able. 

Shortly after the an-
nouncement of the estab-
lishment of the new site, 
there was an announcement 
that it was shutting down 
due to staffing shortages. 
That shutdown was short 
lived, however, as testing 
resumed at Noon on Tues-
day, February 1.

For more information, call 
315-614-2325. SUNY Sul-
livan is located at 112 Col-
lege Road, Loch Sheldrake 
NY 12579.

“SUNY Sullivan is so 
pleased to again play a role 
in getting out of this pan-
demic and back to normal 
here in Sullivan County by 
working with our state and 
local partners,” said SUNY 
Sullivan President Jay 
Quaintance. “We encour-
age residents to again take 
advantage of our central 
location and be tested. Get-
ting vaccinated and boosted, 
while continuing to test and 
wear a mask in public, are 
the best ways to put the pan-
demic behind us.”

“We are pleased that 
the Governor has chosen 
SUNY Sullivan as a free 
public testing site as an op-
tion for residents,” said Sul-
livan County Public Health 
Director Nancy McGraw. 
“Testing resources have 
been limited in Sullivan 
County throughout the pan-
demic, and this provides a 
convenient option that will 
also take the testing burden 
off of the emergency room 
and local health care pro-

vider offices, so they can get 
back to caring for those with 
urgent medical needs.”

In 2021, SUNY Sullivan’s 
Gerry Field House served 

as a Point-of-Distribution 
(POD) vaccine clinic for 
Sullivan County. Over 4,000 
people received the vaccine 
at the College’s POD. The 

SUNY Sullivan testing site 
is one of numerous testing 
sites open on SUNY and 
community college campus-
es across New York State.

“Through our winter surge 
plan, we are building on our 
ongoing efforts to make test-
ing more widely available, 
and that includes utilizing 
our SUNY campus facilities 
that are equipped to distrib-
ute more tests to New York-
ers,” New York governor 
Kathy Hochul said. “Ex-
panded access to testing will 
ensure those who are posi-
tive with the virus can iso-
late to limit spread and keep 
others in their communities 
well. We’re turning the cor-
ner on this winter surge but 
we’re not through this yet, 
so let’s continue to use the 
tools that will help stop the 
spread: Wear a mask, wash 
your hands, get your vac-
cine, your second dose, and 
your booster. Get tested and 
stay home if you are sick - 
we are not powerless.”
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Temporary Shutdown Short Lived; Testing Resumes

Trading Short-Term 
Growth for Long-Term 

Liabilities

GAN EDEN RETURNS
Developer Presents New Environmental Impact Study

Editorial by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – All 
across America, many ar-
eas are building in a way that 
squanders precious resources 
that should be used to make our 
communities more prosperous, 
but instead trades short-term 
growth for long-term liabili-
ties. 

In a nutshell, that’s the mes-
sage being conveyed by a 
growing grass-roots movement 
called “Strong Towns,” which 
maintains there is a better way 
for communities to grow.

It might at first seem like 
this problem—and therefore 
the potential solution-- is ap-
plicable only to big cities, but 
a closer look at what’s happen-
ing here in Hurleyville right 
now suggests otherwise.

The proposed Gan Eden de-
velopment, slated to be built on 
the old Columbia Hotel prop-
erty, has all the earmarks of 
just such a project: It is much 
bigger than anything else in the 
community-- too big for the lo-
cation, it will use too much of 
the available natural resources, 
and it is a radical change that 
promises little upside to the ex-
isting community and its resi-
dents.

For example, the demand for 
potable water inherent in a de-
velopment of that size is bound 
to stress the available supply, 
and negatively impact current 
residents and businesses. The 
run-off from the paved areas 
in the development is sure to 
create problems in an area that 
already suffers flooding during 

heavy rains and snow melts. 
The traffic generated by the 
new residents of the proposed 
development will drastically 
alter the typically tranquil na-
ture of the areas roadways. 

The Gan Eden project as 
proposed would be the very 
definition of disruptive change.

The tremendous revival of 
the hamlet of Hurleyville over 
the past ten years has been 
achieved primarily through the 
adaptive reuse and repurpos-
ing of existing buildings, most 
often one at a time. That tried-
and-true method of redevelop-
ment helps ensure long-term 
resilience of the community. 

The proposed Gan Eden de-
velopment does not.

Because its scale is out of 
proportion to the existing com-
munity, because its design is 
inappropriate for the rural na-
ture of its location, because 
the natural resources it will 
demand will negatively impact 
existing stakeholders, and be-
cause incremental growth—as 
opposed to massive develop-
ment—leads to a more stable 
and prosperous community, 
The Hurleyville Sentinel can-
not support the Gan Eden de-
velopment as it is currently 
proposed. There is simply too 
little upside from the project to 
offset the potential risks.

We think Hurleyville—and 
the town of Thompson-- would 
fare much better adhering to 
the “Strong Towns” model of 
paced, incremental develop-
ment rather than recklessly 
trading short-term growth for 
long-term liabilities.

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Gan Eden development being proposed for the intersection of County Roads 107 (Old Liberty Road) and 104 (Main 
Street).

by Kathleen Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Gan Eden Estates project was 
back on the agenda for the 
Town of Thompson Planning 
Board meeting on January 
26, after being dormant for a 
year and a half. The Columbia 
Hill Neighborhood Alliance 
(CHNA), a group that was 
organized in 2012 in response 
to proposed developments on 
and near the hill, was well-
represented at the meeting, 
both in person and via ZOOM.

The developers’ new Draft 
Environmental Impact State-
ment (DEIS), recently submit-
ted to the Planning Board, was 
discussed at the meeting. The 
attorney for the development 
explained that the extensive 
scoping document has been 
followed, and that 24 exhibit 
reports were also submitted to 
the Board. He added that mi-
nor changes are being made to 
the site plan.

The members of CHNA 
have begun reviewing the 
new DEIS which is supposed 
to thoroughly and accurately 
address environmental factors 
and concerns. 

• Major concerns the group 
thinks will have a detrimen-
tal impact on the commu-
nity include:
• questionable calculations 
for water supply and de-
mand
• questionable design and 
calculation for wastewater 
treatment plant
• environmental impact of 
wastewater discharge into 
an intermittently dry stream-
bed that flows into the adja-
cent Hurleyville wetlands 
and then to the East Branch 
of the Mongaup River
• suspect demographic con-
clusions such as generating 
only 172 new students in the 
Monticello School District
• 534 rental units in 89 struc-
tures possibly leading to a 
transient population
• 2.5 miles of paved roads
• possibility of more than 
3,000 residents rather than 
the 1,640 claimed by the de-
veloper at full build out
• 1,100 parking spaces
• storm water runoff mitiga-
tion
• traffic
• steep grade of Hurleyville 
Main Street by proposed en-
trances
• possible transformation of 

the intersection of County 
Routes 103, 104 and 107
• noise pollution
• light pollution
• electric grid capacity for 
the all-electric project
• 41-foot 400,000-gallon on-
site water tank
• unrealistic estimate of 
completion of construction 
by 2027 
The Planning Board and the 

developer will participate in 
a work session via Zoom at 
9 a.m. on February 16 to re-
view the DEIS. The Planning 
Board and the Board’s con-
sultants will then determine if 
the DEIS is complete and in 
agreement with the scoping 
document within 45 days. If 
the DEIS is declared complete, 
in March the completed state-
ment along with the exhibits 
will be available for public 
review on the town’s website 
(www.townofthompson.com) 
under the Public Documents/
Development Projects tabs. A 
public hearing will then be 
scheduled. 

The approvals and permits 
that are required before accep-
tance of the project include:

• Town of Thompson Plan-
ning Board - SEQRA envi-
ronmental review, site plan 
approval and special use 
permit
• Sullivan County – Section 
239 review, access permit to 
County Routes 104 and 107 
• Delaware River Basin 
Commission - water taking 
allocation permit
Permits and approvals must 

also be obtained from the New 
York State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation, the 
New York State Department 
of Health, New York Office of 
Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation, the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers and 
the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service.

After approval the Plan-
ning Board will review the 
applicant’s site plan applica-
tion, which will require anoth-
er public hearing before any 
approval to allow site work to 
commence.  

The members of CHNA will 
continue to review the DEIS 
and to provide input on this 
ongoing process.

Visit CHNA at www.colum-
biahill.org and on Facebook 
to learn how you can help to 
protect your environment and 
your community.

The headline for this month’s 
edition is derived from the 
philosophy of an organiza-
tion called “Strong Towns” 
that is beginning to take hold 
in this country.

“Strong Towns” is an interna-
tional movement dedicated 
to making communities across 
the United States and Can-
ada financially strong and 
resilient.

“Everyone deserves the op-
portunity to live a good 
life in a prosperous place,” 
according to the “Strong 
Towns” approach. “Future 
generations deserve that 
same opportunity, too. Yet 
we’ve given little thought to 
whether future generations 
can afford to maintain the 
world we’re passing on to 
them—or how many of the 
things we build are mak-
ing our communities worse 
places to live today. We’re 
wasting time and squander-
ing resources that should be 
used to make our communi-
ties more prosperous.”

Find out more about the 
“Strong Towns” movement on 
their website: https://www.
strongtowns.org

ABOUT OUR 
HEADLINE

KEEPING A 
WATCHFUL EYE

CHNA Monitoring Gan Eden Progress

by John Conway

MONTICELLO – The 
town of Thompson Plan-
ning Board has received 
submission of a new Draft 
Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) from the 
developers of the proposed 
Gan Eden Estates housing 
project slated for construc-
tion at the top of Columbia 
Hill in Hurleyville.

The new DEIS was part 
of the agenda when the 
Planning Board met in 
person and via ZOOM on 
Wednesday, January 26 at 
the Thompson Town Hall.

As it is currently con-
ceived, the Gan Eden proj-
ect calls for 534 rental 
units in 89 separate struc-
tures, and about 2.5 miles 

of paved roadways on the 
212-acre site that was once 
home to the Columbia Ho-
tel. Water for the develop-
ment would come from 
new or existing wells and 
a 41-foot tall, 400,000 gal-
lon water tank. A packaged 
sewage treatment plant is 
proposed for the all-elec-
tric development.

Developers say the proj-
ect will provide much 
needed affordable work-
force housing for this sec-
tion of Sullivan County, 
and fully complies with 
Thompson’s zoning for the 
parcel on which It is pro-
posed.

The Planning Board, 
which prior to receipt of 
the new DEIS, had last 
heard from the Gan Eden 

developers approximately 
18 months ago, has sched-
uled a work session for 9 
a.m. on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 16 to go over the new 
DEIS. Unless the Planning 
Board asks for revisions 
or additions to the plan, it 
would then be made avail-
able for public inspection 
and comment for a speci-
fied length of time, after 
which a public hearing on 
the project would be held.

Although public com-
ment was not permitted at 
the January 26 meeting, a 
number of members of the 
Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance (CHNA) 
attended, some in person 
and others via ZOOM. 
The group was organized 
in 2012 in response to two 

developments with a total 
of more than 1000 units 
that had been proposed for 
Columbia Hill and vicinity 
at the time, and it has con-
tinued to monitor all pro-
posed developments in the 
area. CHNA maintains that 
the Gan Eden project, even 
in the scaled-down ver-
sion now being presented, 
“would deplete our water 
supply, greatly endanger 
our streams and wetlands, 
dramatically alter our ru-
ral environment, and un-
dermine the safety of the 
roads for all drivers in the 
area.” 

The CHNA’s concerns 
are more fully outlined in 
a separate piece in this edi-
tion of The Sentinel.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
The old Columbia Hotel property where the Gan Eden proj-
ect would be built.
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HURLEYVILLE
-SULLIVAN FIRST

The members of Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First are 
applying for a Sullivan 
Renaissance Beautification 
grant again this year.

The grant will be used to 
continue maintenance of 
our projects:

• repairing, reinforcing 
and protecting the hamlet 
welcome signs/planters 
and the signs at the Rails 
to Trails entrance
• installation of new his-
torical panels at the kiosk 
at the Hurleyville Fire-
men’s Park
• installation of the new 
cabinets at the “Little 
Free Library” at the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park
• adding annual and pe-
rennials to all the stone 
planters and to the barrels 
on Main Street
Please visit Hurleyville-

Sullivan First at www.hur-
leyvilleny.com to find out 
how you can make a dif-
ference in Hurleyville. You 
can also visit Hurleyville-
Sullivan First on Facebook.

HURLEYVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church will 
be open on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 17 and on Thursday, 
February 24 from 3 until 5 
p.m.  

Sunday services at the 
church begin at 9 a.m. Chil-
dren of all ages are invited 
to attend Sunday school at 
the church during services.

Pastor Jorge is delivering 
sermons online on Face-
book at 11 a.m. on Sundays.

The Bible study group 
meets in the sanctuary at 
the church every Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. 

Fully vaccinated church-
goers do not have to wear a 
mask in the church.

You can pray with oth-
ers over the phone on the 

church’s prayer line on 
Sundays from 7 to 8 p.m. 
The prayer line phone num-
ber is 605-472-5491 and 
the access code is 251678. 

“Messy Church” will 
start again soon. “Messy 
Church” allows children 

MONTICELLO – Sullivan 
County Clerk Russell Reeves 
is reminding handgun owners 
that they may need to recertify 
their permits soon.

“The New York Secure Am-
munition and Firearms En-
forcement Act of 2013, com-
monly known as the NY SAFE 
Act, requires the holders of 
handgun permits to be recer-
tified every five years,” Mr. 
Reeves explains. “If your per-
mit was issued on or after Janu-
ary 15, 2013, the deadline to 
recertify is five years after the 
date the permit was issued. If 
your permit was issued before 
January 15, 2013 your recer-
tification will be coming due 
again within the next year.” 

 Don’t rely on being notified 
by the State, he adds.

 “As a permit holder, it is your 
responsibility to recertify your 
permit whether you receive a 

notification letter or not,” Mr. 
Reeves says. “Check your re-
certification status at https://
firearms.troopers.ny.gov.”

Recertification can be done 
online – at no cost – at https://
firearms.troopers.ny.gov, or by 
mail. The form is available for 
download and printout at www.
troopers.ny.gov/system/files/
documents/2020/12/ppb-2.pdf. 
The form is also available at 
the County Clerk’s Office in the 
Government Center, 100 North 
Street, Monticello.

As a helpful reminder, the 
County Clerk’s Office has be-
gun putting recertification due 
dates on the back of newly is-
sued handgun licenses. For 
a nominal fee, existing per-
mit holders can apply for an 
amendment change to get a 
new license card with the re-
certification date listed.

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

Alli
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

Alli
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Well, I didn’t lie to you. 
During January, I didn’t go 
anywhere or do much of 
anything. There is live music 
out there, when the venues 
can find someone to book. 
And there are musicians out 
there who are willing to per-
form on a very limited basis. 
Truthfully, everyone was 
looking at the COVID num-
bers climb and with the ex-
ception of some, most pretty 
much stayed self-contained.  

I have friends in all the 
categories: The chest beat-
ers who proclaim being vac-
cinated infringes on their 
rights. Vegans who claim 
they have natural immunity. 
And the fully vaccinated 
who may or may not have 
had boosters. I know several 
in each category who have 
contracted this virus in Janu-
ary. Not one of them had 
“mild symptoms.”

Still, there is a lot of art 
happening out there, mostly 

made by people who don’t 
depend on being in public to 
create.

My friend JESSE POL-
LACK in New Jersey, wrote 
a true crime book released 
in 2019 called THE ACID 
KING, picked up and pub-
lished by Simon and Schus-
ter. (You may remember me 
telling you about this at the 

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC
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MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

Don’t Forget to Recertify 
Handgun permit

County Clerk Puts Reminder
on New Licenses

UPLIFTS

Those of us who make a 
study of the weather soon 
learn there are four different 
kinds of what are referred to 
as uplifts: convective, conver-
gent, orographic, and frontal. 

Convective Uplift occurs 
when air near the ground is 
warmed by the sun and begins 
to rise. The air cools as it rises, 
and forms clouds and precipi-
tation.

Convergent Uplift occurs 
when air enters a center of low 
pressure. As the air converges 
into the center of a cyclone, it 
is forced to rise off the surface. 
As the air rises, it expands, 
cools, and water vapor con-
denses. 

Orographic Uplift is the 
forced ascent of air when it 
collides with a mountain. As 
air strikes the windward side, 
it is uplifted and cooled. Wind-

ward slopes of mountains tend 
to be the rainy sides while the 
leeward side is dry.

Frontal Uplift occurs when 
two different air masses in-
teract. The cold air forces the 
warm air up, where it cools, 
forming clouds and precipita-
tion.

Uplifts can cause exten-
sive cloudiness and increased 
amounts of precipitation in 
higher terrain. On a clear 
day, uplift can produce stra-
tus clouds over their tops of 
mountains, but the clouds dis-
sipate on the other side of the 
mountain.

On December 10 and 11, 
2021, in Kentucky, a torna-
do uplifted five of the seven 
chicken houses on a farm. The 
foundations of the chicken 
houses were swept clean.

A SHOW OF KINDNESS

Is your cart chock full of groceries
But a man who’s on the line
Has a six-pack of his favorite 
Beer, an avocado and a lime

Do you keep your back turned toward him
Truly paying him no mind

Or do you let him go ahead of you
That’s an act of being kind

When you’re entering a bank or store
And the person just ahead

Takes the time to hold the door for you
He could have let it close instead

You remember to express your thanks
But he says he didn’t mind

And that it was simply nothing
Just an act of being kind

It’s the month for giving Valentines
Showing feelings from the heart
And the beginning of a new year
Let’s give this one a good start

In this era of behavior that
Is far from being refined

Let’s make ourselves feel better
Doing acts that show we’re kind

Help a senior with a heavy load
Or aid someone who is blind
Enjoy the feeling of good will
Performing acts of being kind

- Mimi
  February, 2022

to learn about the Bible in 
a fun way while enjoying 
arts & crafts, singing and 
other activities.  All chil-

time.)  As time progressed, 
several TV true crime pro-
grams approached him to 
turn his book into an hour 
long drama, as did a few film 
producers. He turned them 
all down, because the truth 
is not what they were after.  

The truth was secondary 
to sensationalizing the Long 
Island case which had been 
front page news all over the 
country. Jesse is a relentless 
truth seeker. In the book, he 
lays out the foundation of 
the crime by a troubled teen 
using almost a slice-of-life 
from the 1980s on Long Is-
land at the time. When Jesse 
told me of his decision, I ap-
plauded it. Not many stick 
to their principles. And he 
decided to do his own docu-
mentary film. And do it he 
did.  

You can catch THE ACID 
KING on the VUDU Chan-
nel, the ROKU channel, and, 
if you stay through the cred-
its, you will see my name as 
“Associate Producer.” I am 
extremely proud to be as-
sociated with the production 

and with Jesse. Next will be 
a podcast of his first book 
ON DEVILS TEETH, an 
unsolved death in New Jer-
sey where most of the evi-
dence and police files seem-
ingly vanished. Both books 
are available on Amazon.
com.

Closer to home, I have 
been helping a lovely wom-
an with her knitting over 
the past year. What made 
this truly interesting for me 
is that she is Swiss, and all 
her pattern books were writ-
ten in German, Italian and 
French! It was kind of fun, 
really, and resulted in her 
completing two wonderful 
sweaters. She is an artist in 
her own right, being a most 
marvelous and well known 
quilter here in the states and 
abroad.  She surprised me at 
Christmas, gifting me one of 
her fabulous pieces. A pic-
ture doesn’t do it justice and 
all these weeks later, I’m still 
speechless every time I look 
at it. I have no patience for 
quilting or sewing in gener-
al, and even if I did, I doubt 
if I could ever achieve this 
level of artistry. That’s the 
beauty of the arts, though. 
Whether potters, musicians 
or the soft arts, true appre-
ciation of other’s talents is a 
given and can only inspire in 
one’s chosen field.

And I hope things calm 
down enough for LITTLE 
SPARROW to continue 
hosting “First Sunday” af-
ternoons of music at the 
SULLIVAN COUNTY 
MUSEUM.  We are all get-
ting a little music starved!

Stay well, stay safe and 
mask up! Until next time…

dren taking part in the fun 
must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

Youth Group meetings 
and the women’s group 
meetings are still cancelled 
for now.

Please call Katrina at 
845-436-7942 for more 
information. You can also 
get updates at the church’s 
page on Facebook.

THE SULLIVAN 
COUNTY MUSEUM 

AND 
HISTORICAL SOCI-

ETY

The Museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open on Tues-
day through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and on 
Sunday from 1 to 4:30 p.m. 
Admission is free. Dona-
tions to meet the growing 
cost of operating the Mu-
seum are always welcome.

Guided tours of the Mu-
seum…behind the scenes 
and regular exhibits…
are available. There is no 
charge for the hour-long 
tours but registration is 
required. Please call 845-
434-8044 to make a reser-
vation.

The archives at the Mu-
seum are open on Wednes-
day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
or by appointment.

Per Sullivan County 
guidelines, visitors to the 
Museum are required to 
wear masks.

Go to www.scnyhis-
tory.org to learn about the 
Sullivan County Histori-
cal Society and the Sulli-
van County Museum. You 
can also visit the Sullivan 
County Historical Society 
and Museum on Facebook.

Please call the Museum 
at 845-434-8044 or email 
info@scnyhistory.org for 
more information.

PHOTO BY KATHLEEN SULLIVAN
Hurleyville-Sullivan First volunteers Joyce, MaryAnn, Pat-
rick and Madelyne will be planting the barrels and planters 
again this year.

PHOTO BY KATHLEEN SULLIVAN
The one-room schoolhouse is one of the exhibits on display 
at the Sullivan County Museum.

PHOTO PROVIDED
A picture doesn’t begin to do this quilting masterpiece jus-
tice.



by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – It’s no 
secret that starting a restau-
rant and keeping the doors 
open is fraught with com-
plications. 

Reaching the five-year an-
niversary is a very big deal 
in the food service business, 
regardless of where you 
are located. For Evan and 
Brynn Allees at the Pickled 
Owl on Main Street in Hur-
leyville, their big milestone 
was approaching in August 
of 2020 when the disruption 
of the pandemic began in 
March. They were close to 
paying off loans, and their 
gastro pub-style eatery had 
steady customers, good staff 
and delicious food. 

Then the world around 
them changed.  

Spring of 2020 brought 
lockdowns that forced many 
venues to close up shop for 
good, but the Pickled Owl 
kept flying, retaining core 
staff members and pivoting 
in the kitchen. They served 

take-out with family sized 
specials, and called custom-
ers to stay connected and to 
survey them for feedback. 

By the time August 2020 
finally arrived, they were 
serving food under tents 
beside their back deck, and 
following the ever-chang-
ing NY state regulations. 
To add to the chaos of that 
milestone summer, the Al-
lees family of six sold their 
house and moved into a 
large apartment above the 
restaurant, a move they had 
planned pre-pandemic and 
made easier while business 
was slow. 

Busy summers generally 
outpace slower winters in 
our local restaurants. 

“You expect to make more 
money in the summer to get 
through the winter months,” 
Mr. Allees, who is also the 
head chef, said. 

Being a restaurant owner 
is a demanding job, but 
also working as the head 
chef allows very little time 
off. Acquiring and keeping 

a second chef has been a 
challenge for them - a large 
venue like the casino can of-
fer higher pay plus benefits. 
Small businesses are hard 
pressed to compete with 
that, so a number of promis-
ing chefs have moved on to 
more lucrative kitchens. Mr. 
Allees stays in touch with 
other local food purveyors, 
and says they are all in the 
same boat. 

In their first three years 
of existence, the Pickled 
Owl was open for business 
while it seemed like all of 
Hurleyville was under con-
struction - a traffic light was 
installed just outside their 
doors and new Main Street 
sidewalks were built, caus-
ing lots of dust and may-
hem. The Rail Trail and 
municipal parking lot next 
door were paved, and the 
Performing Arts Centre, 
playground, and basketball 
courts had been erected 
nearby. 

Location is key for any 
enterprise, so Evan and 

Brynn are grateful to have 
established their business on 
the ground floor level of the 
hamlet revitalization. They 
have enjoyed watching 
the growth of Hurleyville 
since they opened. Ms. Al-
lees, now a middle-school 
teacher who grew up in 
Hurleyville, says it has been 
amazing to see the positive 
changes in town.  

Summer of 2021 provided 
a bit of a rebound for the 
eatery, a much better season 
than their milestone sum-
mer of the year before. Plus, 
more new businesses have 
opened in town since then. 

Right now, in the slower 
winter season, customers at 
the Owl run the gamut from 
loyals who desire curbside 
takeout, to comfortable in-
door diners who are happy 
to be back. Whatever the 
future brings for the Allees 
clan and the Pickled Owl, 
they will undoubtedly pivot 
and persevere like they al-
ways have.
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PIVOTING AND PERSEVERING
Pickled Owl Approaching Seven Years in Business

PHOTO BY DENISE SULLIVAN
The Pickled Owl, on Main Street in Hurleyville, opened for 
business in August of 2015.

Donationtimes Day, February 14

There are a lot of people throughout our lives whom we 
love spending time with, having families with, want to 
thank or inspire, only remember once or twice a year, and 
still like, but just move away from and start sending impor-
tant holiday greetings and gifts.

The true stories of how Valentines’ Day started include a 
rather surprisingly horrifying set of circumstances having 
little to do with love and romance, and a lot of different 
resulting ideals. If you check your computer, you can study 
that history as deeply as you want to identify celebrations 
of giving you only do from wrong-thinking habits…or you 
can decide is a really good way of directing your efforts, 
energies, coins, love and joy to causes that are important 
to you or to your heart day recipients. Donationtime Day 
recipients- who are probably happy to get XXXXX’s and 
OOOOO’s AND notification that you have made a donation 
in their name to a cause of their choice, a favorite cause you 
share, a person in need may just think, “WOW!”

The typical cost of a true Valentine card, which often hits 
the garbage can in just a few days (except for those RE-
ALLY personalized, loving words you have not been able 
to say out loud) is very expensive these days. The candy 
(which doesn’t even last that long) is also far more pricey 
than it used to be. With a computer, you can create a unique 
one-of-a-kind-page, and include everybody you want to on 
the “In Honor Of” list for one donation or several different 
donations to causes that they enthusiastically support.  

You will be happy, they will be happy, the causes or peo-
ple you aid will be happy. In your loving computer “Do-
nations in Honor Of “ letter, you do not have to say how 
much money if you don’t want to, because every donation 
helps, and some years are better than others for the amounts 
people can give. 

The money that was saved by not purchasing cards will 
be well used elsewhere. The LOVE AND JOY will be felt, 
and the pride of the donation will be felt by all, whether the 
money was given to a family or person in great personal 
need at this moment, or to a worldwide organization that 
is committed to planet repair objectives or medical break-
throughs and follow-throughs.

Is this just a one-time idea, or can it be a forever right way 
to celebrate Donation Times Day? 

Why don’t you try it, and see what all of your former 
Valentine card receivers have to say!  Either way, Happy 
February 14.  Next year you may go back to the old or on 
to the new!

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!
RSVP Recruiting Members Who Want to Make A difference

WALK-THRU MONDAYS 
A HUGE SUCCESS

Sullivan 180 Motivates community 
to Walk More Than 2000 Miles

MONTICELLO – 
“There’s no better time 
than NOW to make a dif-
ference in your commu-
nity by volunteering your 
time,” says Martha Tully, 
Sullivan County’s RSVP 
(Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program) Coordinator. 
“With RSVP you can use 
and share your skills, tal-
ents and life experiences 
or develop new ones while 
serving in a variety of vol-
unteer activities in your 
community!”  

The RSVP of Sullivan 
County Americorps Se-
niors program is entering 
its 49th year of helping 
local communities, and 
it’s constantly looking for 
adults aged 55 and over 
to volunteer a few hours 
each week to help neigh-
bors throughout Sullivan 
County.  

“Volunteers choose how, 
where, and when they 
want to serve, with com-
mitments ranging from a 
few hours to 40 hours per 
week,” Ms. Tully explains. 
“We can definitely find an 
opportunity that fits you 
with one of our 60 partici-
pating not-for-profit part-
ners.”

RSVP volunteers enjoy 

many benefits, including:
• Opportunities to meet 

new people in the commu-
nity while making a signif-
icant difference in the lives 
of others

• Sharing talents and ex-
periences with one or 
more of the participating 
non-profit partners
• Special recognition 
events
• Flexible placements 
with regard to time com-
mitments
• The satisfaction of 
making a difference in 
the community
• Help to transition into 
retirement
• Partial mileage reim-
bursement (full mileage 

reimbursement for medi-
cal transportation and 
home delivered meals)
• Supplemental excess 
accident medical cover-
age for medical treat-
ment and hospitalization, 
excess volunteer liability 
insurance and excess au-
tomobile liability insur-
ance. 
Current RSVP oppor-

tunities include distribut-
ing home-delivered meals 
to homebound seniors in 
the community; preparing 
taxes for senior citizens 
and low-income families; 
providing telephone reas-

surance to isolated seniors 
to ensure their wellbeing; 
providing medical trans-
portation to important doc-
tor’s appointments and 
specialty services through-
out Sullivan and Orange 
Counties; hospice care; 
helping out at local muse-
ums and historical societ-
ies; and much more.  

“Our volunteers them-
selves report better health 
and longevity having 
served in their commu-
nity,” Ms. Tully says with 
a smile. “There is research 
that demonstrates the men-
tal and physical health ben-
efits associated with volun-
teering, including lower 
mortality rates, increased 
strength and energy, de-
creased rates of depression 
and fewer physical limita-
tions. We even have two 
100-year-young active vol-
unteers!”

If you are interested in 
joining RSVP of Sullivan 
County Americorps, please 
contact RSVP Coordinator 
Martha Tully at (845) 807-
0255 or Martha.Tully@
sullivanny.us.

FERNDALE – Sullivan 
180 challenged county resi-
dents to walk a collective 500 
miles over the course of the 
six nights during Sullivan 180 
Walk-Thru Mondays as part 
of Peace, Love & Lights at 
Bethel Woods Center for the 
Arts. This goal was achieved 
on the third night, and by the 
end of the light show, 1,048 
community members came 
out to walk. Because the 
lights display covers a two-
mile route, that’s 2,096 miles 
walked and over four million 
steps taken towards a healthi-
er Sullivan County!

 Since the goal was reached, 
local organizations including 
Bethel Woods Center for the 
Arts, Liberty Rotary Club, 
Mullally Tractor Sales, and 
Yellow Cab of Monticello 
will each donate $500 to Sul-
livan County Federation for 
the Homeless (SCFH).

 In addition to the chal-
lenge, participants had the op-
tion to bring a toy on Monday 
nights in exchange for free 

admission. These toys were 
donated to SCFH to help the 
children of families in need 
during the holidays. Thanks 
to the generosity of commu-
nity members, more than 100 
children received gifts for 
the holidays, along with over 
$200 in cash donations col-
lected.

“We are thrilled to have 
once again partnered with 
Sullivan 180 to bring the 
walk-thru element to our light 
show experience,” said Eric 
Frances, CEO, Bethel Woods 
Center for the Arts. “It has 
always been a goal of Bethel 
Woods to expand our pro-
gramming reach into the qui-
eter winter months, and this 
gives people a unique way 
to experience the light show, 
while also staying active.”

 Sullivan 180’s mission is to 
build a healthy, vibrant Sulli-
van County where everyone 
has a sense of purpose, con-
nection to family and com-
munity and access to fresh 
foods and an active lifestyle.

PAPER CLIPS…
by Elaine Corrington

The big storm blew through Sunday night into Monday 
morning – Martin Luther King Day – roaring with such 
intensity it woke us several times.  It was like being in a 
wind tunnel, as, in some sense, we were: situated on high 
ground, with a natural windbreak of woods to the west, 
which helped to channel the wind around our cottage and 
down the slope of bare fields and lawns extending to the 
north – more of a wind corridor than tunnel. The trees and 
houses that stood directly on the open slope acted like the 
reeds in a woodwind instrument, adding their distinctive 
creaks and trills to the general cacophony. A set of wind 
chimes on our porch tinkled like mad until it was blown off 
its post. We found it in the morning, on the ground, covered 
in snow. 

In this way, we were privy to “the sound of the wind… 
blowing in the same bare place” that Wallace Stevens’s 
snow man once heard. The sound announced the full force 
of winter’s arrival and let us know that it was time to culti-
vate a mind of winter to meet it. 

The snow that fell was heavy, wet, and eight or nine 
inches deep. It gave all the plow guys pause, the type of 
snow that defies hydraulics and damages equipment. Late 
on Monday, a stalwart neighbor showed up with a small 
plow and managed to carve out enough space for us to 
move vehicles around in piecemeal fashion, like tokens on 
a checkerboard. By mid-afternoon a light rain had started 
falling and we were grateful to gain some leeway before 
the tall drifts and plowed heaps froze overnight.

This wasn’t the kind of snow you want to go out and frol-
ic in; it weighed everything down. Last summer our garden 
had put forth collard greens of such stature – the size of 
small trees – that we left them standing at end of season; 
now the fan-like leaves were wilted and the stalks drooped 
like the stretchy vegetation in an early Disney cartoon. The 
collards looked comically doleful in the snow, while the fir 
trees bristled with glee in the frigid air. We surveyed the re-
duced palette of winter: the vegetation and grasses ran the 
gamut from dun to rust and back again, with bands of green 
between; the nude branches of the trees etched against the 
grey sky in the finest degree of lineation, making intricate 
designs that repaid the attention one gave them, with inter-
est.

The wind moderated itself during the course of the 
Monday, to bouts of gusts and bluster; whatever wasn’t so 
weighed down that it couldn’t sway, swayed. Atop a nearby 
silo, an American flag flew with a horizontal tear across its 
middle, right at the lower edge of the blue canton. The wind 
set the flag’s two halves fluttering independently, in erratic 
fashion, and it looked like some sort of medieval pennant, 
asserting its sovereignty over the world below.  

 
Jonathan Shimkin, writer and editor, may be contacted at 
jonathanshimkin@gmail.com, or via his website: jona-
thanshimkin.weebly.com

Out Divine 
Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin

PHOTO PROVIDED
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those that do. We even 
supply all the gear and pro-
vide all the training needed, 
for free. Stop by any Mon-
day night and find out how 
you can help.

The year 2021 in review 
for the Hurleyville Fire De-
partment:

We lost five members last 
year: Phil Featherbay Sr., 
Mark Carlson, Gary Char-
now, Honorary Member 
Joe Gracia, and Lee Berger.

Unfortunately, we did not 
gain any new members in 
2021.

We responded to 136 
calls in 2021. That is up 
from 96 in 2020, but not as 
high as 143 in 2019. Acti-
vated alarms continue to be 
the most common call.

For the start of 2022, we 
gained a new member, Ron 
Besimer. Welcome aboard, 
Ron.

County wide fire depart-
ments have already re-
sponded to 29 structure 
fires as of 01/24/2022.

At one of those working 
structure fires, we lost For-
estburgh Assistant Chief 
Willian “Billy” J. Stein-
berg. Billy responded to the 
fire as mutual aid to Mon-
ticello Fire Department 
with the Forestburgh Fire 
Department. At the scene 
he had a medical issue and 
was transported to the hos-
pital where he passed away. 

In the fire service, this is 
considered a LODD (Line 
of Duty Death). Billy was 
buried with full Firematic 

Honors as hundreds of his 
brother and sister firefight-
ers lined Broadway Monti-
cello in what we call in the 
fire service a “Sea of Blue” 
as Billy made his final jour-
ney from the funeral home 
to the church. In addition to 
the “Sea of Blue,” Broad-
way was filled with 65-plus 
fire trucks and ambulanc-
es from all over Sullivan 
County and our neighbor-
ing counties. As the funeral 
procession traveled down 
Broadway the sun was 
bright with a clear blue sky 
over head as a helicopter 
flew up Broadway and hov-
ered over Billy in an aerial 
salute. Rest in peace, Billy.

 In a recent fire in the 
Bronx, 17 people lost their 
lives in an apartment com-
plex fire. Residents stated 
that they commonly heard 
the fire alarms going off and 
nobody reacted to them. 
This time it was real, and it 
is believed that residents did 

February 19, 1937

Airport for Sullivan 
is Otto Hillig’s Plea

Assemblyman Otto 
Hillig appeared before the 
Sullivan County board of 
Supervisors to urge prog-
ress on the proposed Sul-
livan County Airport. 
Pointing out that there is 
now no field in the county 
large enough any but small 
planes, Mr. Hillig said he 
thought a large port would 
benefit the territory in 
many ways and probably 
would be the means of in-
creasing its visitors.

He said he, as a member 
of the aviation committee 
of the Assembly, would 
aid the county in any way 
possible. The landing field, 
however, is purely a county 
project under WPA. The 
federal government has ap-
proved the field, and WPA 
funds were reportedly set 
aside for it some time ago. 
Up to now, board members 
have complained that there 
is not enough labor avail-
able in the county to pro-
ceed with the project. It is 
understood that about 100 
laborers would be required. 
A recent report on unem-
ployment figures indicated 
there were between 150 
and 200 men unemployed.

Hurleyville School Notes

The Senior operetta, en-
titled “Hansel and Gretel” 
is ready to be resented to-
night, Friday, February 19, 
This affair is to be a very 
successful one as a large 
crowd is expected. The 
scenery for the play was 
cleverly constructed and 
painted by our very com-

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

not react right away to the 
alarm. I have also preached 
to CLOSE THE DOOR 
on your way out of a fire. 
Doors have a fire rating on 
how long they should last 
before they are breached 
by fire. By closing the door, 
you contain the fire and cut 
off its oxygen. This is why 
you see self-closing doors 
in schools, hospitals etc. 
Again, it is believed that 
doors were left open which 
helped the spread of fire 
and deadly smoke.

This brings me to ac-
tivated alarms. Fire De-
partments are responding 
to many, many activated 
alarms, and when they ar-
rive on scene it turns out 
to be burnt food, the steam 
from a shower, spray de-
odorant, air freshener, dust, 
dead battery, bad sensor etc. 
Proper maintenance can 
help prevent some of these 
false activated alarms. In 
some cases, fire department 

are going to the same place 
a couple of times a week. If 
an alarm keeps going off for 
the same reason, fix it. You 
cannot have a sensor right 
outside of the shower and 
not expect it to go off from 
the steam of the shower. 
Move it. If you keep burn-
ing food, take a cooking 
lesson (only joking). May-
be the sensor is too close to 
the stove, move it. Above 
all, treat every single alarm 
as the real thing, we do in 
the fire service.

As I have preached 
throughout the years in 
writing this column, you 
NEED to have working 
smoke and CO detectors 
in your home. Tmay save 
your life.

Winter has finally ar-
rived. We had our first big 
snowstorm, and I see many 
fire hydrants dug out and 
some in town buried by the 
private snow plowers hired 
to do driveways. A fire hy-
drant in front of your house 
can be your best friend, but 
not if the fire department 
cannot access it.

Do not forget the fire de-
partment’s 34th Annual Ice 
Fishing Contest is Satur-
day, February 12 at Morn-
ingside Lake in Hurleyville 
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. See 
the ad elsewhere in this 
edition of The Hurleyville 
Sentinel. You can contact 
me for more information. 
(845) 796-8598, or go on 
Facebook (J.W.Halchak) 
for the flyer and up to date 
information.

the Jeffersonville game 
this Tuesday evening at the 
Hurleyville school.

News and Personal Notes 
About Town

Shirley Todras returned 
home this week after a visit 
with relatives in New York.
Her small nephew, Harold 
Halsby, returned with her 
for a vacation.

Misses Gail and Pearl 
Jacobson and brother Perk 
spent Sunday with relatives 
in New York.

Burton Knapp, after a 
month’s sojourn in Miami, 
Fla. With his parents, has 
returned to Hurleyville.

Mrs. Maxwell Pierce, 
principal of a school at 
Glenhead, L.I., visited 
relatives in Liberty over 
the weekend, and spent 
Wednesday here with Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Durland. 
Mrs. Pierce, the former 
Grace Evans DeKay, is 
well known in this region.

February 26, 1937

Week-end Business 
Good, Hotel Managers 

Report

Hotels and boarding 
houses throughout the 
County reported unusu-
ally goo patronage for the 
Washington’s Birthday 
week-end. In spite of bad 
weather, hundreds came 
into the County by rail, bus 
and private car. Sunday’s 
heavy rains ruined skating 
and kept a majority of the 
visitors indoors during the 
entire stay. Hotelmen re-
ported there had not been 
a comparable mid-winter 
week-end crowd during the 
recovery period.

Rain Damages Roads

Supervisors who visited 
the Courthouse Tuesday re-
ported damage to town and 
county roads from mud-
slides and washouts as a re-
sult of the heavy rains over 
the week-end was almost 
as extensive as the usual 
spring damage.

Hurleyville School Notes

On Tuesday evening, the 
Jeffersonville basketball 
team met our varsity to play 
a very interesting and very 
close game. At the end of 
the first half, Hurleyville 
was in a five point lead and 
still were in that position at 
the close of the third quarter. 
The final quarter saw some 
well-directed long distance 
shots on the Jeffersonville 
team and with the aid of a 
few free throws, tied the 
score at 14-all. The game 
ended in a draw, so an over-
time period was played. In 
this last heat, the Jefferso-
nians won the game by three 
points. Fine playing and 
good sportsmanship was 
displayed by both teams.

County Seat’s Checker 
Team is Victorious

The checker players of 
the County Seat are jubi-
lant over the twenty-one 
point victory last Tuesday 
night by a ten man team 
of Monticello players over 
the best players of White 
Lake. Captained by Foster 
Little, the Monticello team 
piled up a total of seventy-
six points to White Lake’s 
fifty-five after a session 
of several hours at Steve 
Harris’ roadstand in White 
Lake.RAILS TO TRAILS CONSERVANCY 

FEATURES LOCAL BUSINESS
Fortress Bikes Subject of Magazine Article SULLIVAN RENAISSANCE PAID 

INTERNSHIPS AVAILABLE NOW!
Application deadlines
are fast approaching

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – For-
tress Bikes, one of Hur-
leyville’s newest business 
ventures, has caught the eye 
of the Rails to Trails Con-
servancy. The business and 
its owner, Hal Simon, were 
featured in a January article 
in “Rails to Trails” maga-
zine and on the organiza-
tion’s website: railstotrails.
org.

The article was written 
by Laura Stark, a lead writ-
er and editor for Rails to 
Trails magazine, “respon-
sible for highlighting trails 
and the people working 
hard to support them across 
America.”

“Nestled in the mountains 
of Upstate New York, Hur-
leyville was one of several 
rural hamlets along what 
was nicknamed the “Milk 
Train” that, beginning in 
the late 19th century, fer-
ried dairy products (as well 
as coal and passengers) on 
a route stretching from the 
New York metropolitan 
area to Oswego on the Lake 
Ontario shoreline,” Ms. 
Stark writes. “Today, this 
former corridor of the New 
York, Ontario & Western 
Railway—the centerpiece 
of life here for decades un-
til its demise in the 1950s—
has been transformed into 
the O&W Rail Trail, a proj-
ect spearheaded by Sullivan 
County and heartily sup-
ported by local municipali-
ties and organizations.”

Mr. Simon is quoted 

throughout the article, and 
spoke about the Milk Train 
Trail in particularly glow-
ing terms.

 “It’s seven miles of beau-
tiful, flat pavement,” he 
said. “You’ll see bodies of 
water, farmland and forest. 
And the colors are gorgeous 
in the fall—you have foli-
age, history and wildlife.”

In fact, Mr. Simon has 
said the idea for opening 
the bike business came to 
him while he was on the 
Milk Train Trail one day.

“I love that R ail Trails 
have been converted from 
old unused train tracks to 

provide opportunities for 
people to get out in nature,” 
he told the magazine. “It’s 
a great thing for the com-
munities they run through, 
bringing in tourism and 
commerce. I especially love 
what our little section of the 
O&W Rail Trail does. It re-
connects towns and people 
the way the railroad did 
originally.”

Mr. Simon told the maga-
zine the business, which 
opened last summer, en-
joyed “a tremendous first 
season.”

Fortress Bikes, located on 
Main Street in front of Par-
tyMaster, is open all year-
around, and in addition to 
bicycles, the business also 
rents snowshoes.

The Rails to Trails con-
servancy is a non-profit 
based in Washington, DC, 
whose mission is to build a 
nation connected by trails. 
The organization’s mission 
statement further reads, 
“we reimagine public spac-
es to create safe ways for 
everyone to walk, bike and 
be active outdoors.”

LIBERTY – Sullivan 
Renaissance is recruiting 
interns for the 2022 sea-
son!  In partnership with 
The Center for Workforce 
Development, Sullivan 
Renaissance will hire sev-
eral young adults (ages 
16-20) to work alongside 
volunteers to help com-
munities, organizations, 
churches and schools turn 
their ideas into a reality. 
Interns also participate in 
a series of meetings and a 
“Day of Service” project. 
Salaries are competitive, 
presenting a great opportu-
nity for a paid summer job 
where you can also dig in 
and learn new skills. Join 
neighbors and businesses 
to brighten the community 
while building experience 
that can be used to enhance 
your resume and your 
neighborhood.

“My internship with 
Sullivan Renaissance was 
nothing short of amaz-
ing.” shared Liza Mitchell, 
Town of Thompson 2021 
Intern. “Prior to my intern-
ship, I was unaware of all 
of the amazing things that 
Sullivan Renaissance did. 
I thought it was just an or-
ganization of people who 
liked to garden. However, 
now I know of the countless 
community volunteers and 

stakeholders who are in-
volved in much more than 
just gardening and care of 
public spaces. I enjoyed 
every minute of my time 
with The Gerry Foundation 
and am forever grateful for 
this opportunity.”  

Internship Applica-
tions are available online 
at SullivanRenaissance.
org. They may be complet-
ed electronically or mailed 
to: Sullivan Renaissance, 
c/o The Gerry Founda-
tion, PO Box 311, Liberty, 
NY 12754. The deadline 
for applying is March 1, 
2022. 

Grants for beautification, 
healthy communities, com-
munity development, busi-
ness assistance and neigh-
borhood revitalization are 
available. Information 
about all grant categories, 
applications and contact 
information can be found 
at SullivanRenaissance.
org or by calling 845-295-
2445.

petent artist, Mrs. LaBagh. 
Mrs. Wood, who is in 
charge of the costumes, has 
done a remarkable job in 
this line. The musical selec-
tions, under the direction of 
Miss Horne, are beautifully 
sung, with the sweet voices 
of the children blending 
with the mature voices of 
the older children.

The story of Hansel and 
Gretel is illustrated per-
fectly and beautifully in 
this operetta, as it was pro-
duced at the Metropolitan 
Opera House in New York 
City, only in miniature 
style.

Last Wednesday, the Hur-
leyville basketball team 
beat the Fallsburg team 
with a final score of 16-
15. At the end of the first 
half, the score was 11-3 
in favor of the Fallsburg 
boys, but the second half 
showed speed and rapid 
progress on the part of our 
team. Thursday evening, 
Hurleyville will meet Wo-
odridge at the Woodridge 
school. The boys are mak-
ing preparations and have 
been practicing hard for 
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An interior photo of Fortress Bikes as it appeared in the 
Rails to Trails Conservancy article.
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The entrance to Fortress Bikes on Main Street in Hurleyville.
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We asked Edwin if he saw 
Jeremy anywhere, but he 
said he did not.

Mangan parked the car, 
and the three of us got out 
and headed for the station. 
Although I was in plain 
clothes, Mangan’s uniform 
was sure to give us away if 
Jeremy was paying atten-
tion, so he walked behind 
me, holding onto Edwin the 
entire time. Although the 
two of them nearly disap-
peared behind my consider-
able girth, it didn’t matter. 
We were still fifty feet or 
so from the station when a 
young man darted out the 
door and headed toward 
town.

“That’s him!” Edwin said 
loudly. “That’s Jeremy.”

I reacted quickly, and my 
long strides made up the dis-
tance between us in a mat-
ter of seconds. Jeremy was 
across the street and headed 
toward Prince Brothers store 
as I approached the inter-
section, and I saw him dis-
appear behind the building. 
There wasn’t much traffic 

on the street that time of 
morning, so I was able to 
get across without stopping, 
and cleared the corner of the 
building just a few seconds 
behind him. He was no-
where to be seen.

I slowed up, and began to 
look through the sheds be-
hind the store. I was peering 
into the second one, which 
was filled with sacks of 
feed, when I caught a move-
ment out of the corner of my 
eye. Instinctively, I raised 
my right arm up, just in 
time to intercept a crashing 
blow from a piece of lum-
ber, which splintered in half 
as a result of the collision 
with my forearm. The boy 
on the other end of the lum-
ber let out an expletive and 
swung the shorter piece that 
remained in his hands back 
to take another swipe at me.

I was able to dodge the 
second swing, and used the 
fact that it left him off bal-
ance to grab hold of his shirt, 
yanking him forward toward 
me, and tripping him with 
my leg. He fell heavily to 
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THE COLUMBIA COP CAPERPART VIII

It’s February and love is 
in the air… because it’s Li-
brary Lover’s Month! 

Take advantage of all 
the things your library has 
to offer; in person or virtu-
ally! Hop on to our website 
to see all the e-content of-
ferings we have including 
Rosetta Stone, Kanopy, and 
Overdrive. If you’re virtually 
burnt out, feel free to come in 
and browse our titles in per-
son or pick up a craft kit for 
the month to take home.

This month we have some 
amazing Take & Make Crafts 
for you! For the kids, we 
will have Shrinky Film kits. 
Bring the fun of shrink film 
keychains or pins into 2022! 
We will provide the film, ac-
cessories to make keychains 
and pins, and some fun imag-
es to trace too. For the adults 
this month, we will be mak-
ing Terrarium magnets. Add 
a fun, little, easy to care for, 
terrarium to your fridge for 

a cute new decoration. All 
materials, including a small 
succulent, will be provided. 
These kits (available begin-
ning February 7) are very 
limited and will go quick 
so be sure to call, Facebook 
message, or email aletohic@
rcls.org to reserve yours! 

We are still open for in 
person use.  A face covering 
is required over mouth and 
nose for anyone over the age 
of 2 – regardless of vaccina-
tion status - for your entire 
visit to the library. If you’d 
prefer, we are still also offer-
ing curbside service! Be sure 
to stay up to date with clos-
ings and any changes via our 
website - www.fallsburgli-
brary.com – or through our 
Facebook Page.  As always 
we thank you all so much for 
the support and understand-
ing as we continue to figure 
our way through this trying 
time. We couldn’t do what 
we do without you!

Fallsburg Constable 
Bronco Kelly is helping out 
his old boss, Ben Knapp, 
owner of the Columbia 
Farm Hotel, by serving as 
security for the weekend 
while the hotel entertains a 
few hundred New York City 
cops. Bronco has discovered 
that the room of wealthy so-
cialite Louise Corning has 
been broken into, and that 
her son, Edwin, helped an-
other boy, Jeremy Cruck-
horn, steal some valuable 
jewelry.  When we last left 
him, Bronco was with Ed-
win as he told his story to 
Sgt. Tom Mangan of the NY 
State Police…

I took Edwin Corning by 
the arm and led him over to 
where Troopers Tom Man-
gan and Bill Elliott were 
standing. Edwin was still 
sobbing softly after the en-
counter with his mother, 
during which he had con-
fessed to helping, although 
he claimed inadvertently, 
Jeremy Cruckhorn make off 
with Mrs. Corning’s jewelry.

“Son, I’m sure Constable 
Kelly has told you that you 
are in a lot of trouble,” Man-
gan said as we approached. 
“All you can do now is to 

help yourself by helping us.”
“I never meant for any of 

this to happen,” Edwin said, 
shaking his head.

He told Mangan and El-
liott essentially the same 
story he had told his mother 
just moments before, and 
added that he was ready to 
take whatever punishment 
was coming his way as the 
result of his actions.

“And you have no idea 
where Jeremy Cruckhorn 
might have gone after he 
took the jewelry?” Managan 
asked.

“None,” Edwin answered.
“What did you two talk 

about when you were to-
gether?” I asked him. “Be-
sides the jewelry, that is.”

“Nothing really. Jeremy 
is really hung up on this 
girl he had met at camp last 
summer, and he talks a lot 
about trying to impress her. 
I kept telling him it’s a lost 
cause. She is from a different 
world. That’s about all we 
discussed.”

“Maybe he was trying to 
impress her by showing her 
your mother’s jewelry?” I 
suggested. “Or the money 
he might get from fencing 
them?”

“Where is this girl from?’ 

Mangan asked.
Edwin explained that the 

girl was from Kingston, and 
she was from a wealthy fam-
ily and had spent time at the 
girls’ camp across the lake 
from where he and Jeremy 
had been last summer. Jer-
emy had repeatedly snuck 
off to visit her, but Edwin’s 
impression was that al-
though she was somewhat 
taken with the idea of the 
bad boy image Jeremy liked 
to project, she was much too 
sophisticated and well-to-do 
to ever really associate with 
him outside of the camp.

Mangan and I looked at 
each other, and I was sure 
we were thinking the exact 
same thing. Could Jeremy 
Cruckhorn have taken the 
jewels in an attempt to im-
press this girl? And if so, 
could he possibly be on his 
way to see her now?

“Are you thinking what 
I’m thinking?” Mangan 
spoke first.

“The train station, you 
think?” I asked in reply.

We decided to chance it. 
Mangan sent Elliott to find 
Jeremy’s parents, while he 
and I headed for his car, Ed-
win in tow. The youngster 
would be needed, Mangan 

reasoned, to point Jeremy 
out if we did come across 
him.

I told Mangan there was 
a morning train coming in 
from Middletown in a few 
minutes, but the train east—
the one Jeremy would likely 
be trying to board—wasn’t 
due for another hour. Man-
gan got the car started and 
we headed for the Luzon 
Station, just a few minutes 
away.

We arrived at the station 
just as the Middletown train 
was approaching, and we 
saw a small group of people 
gathering on the apron wait-
ing for it to come to a stop. 

Time and the Valleys 
Museum in Grahamville 
has announced that it will 
host a program by David 
S. Rotenstein, PhD on 
Sunday, February 27 at 
2 p.m. The presentation 
will be both live and via 
ZOOM.

This presentation ex-
plores the Palen family’s 
story and its contributions 
to Sullivan County his-
tory. Between the end of 
the 18th century and the 
turn of the twentieth cen-
tury, several dozen Palens 
and their extended kin 
owned, built, and operated 
leather tanneries in New 

York and Pennsylvania. In 
1832, Rufus Palen bought 
land along the Neversink 
River in Fallsburgh and 
began building a tannery 

and sawmill. Over the 
next generation, Rufus 
and his family built and 
bought additional Sullivan 
County tanneries, includ-
ing ones at Neversink and 
Rockland. This complicat-
ed family tale that is punc-
tuated by great wealth and 
remarkable tragedy has its 
roots in Sullivan County.

The program is free to 
Museum members and 
costs $5 for non-members.

HURLEYVILLE—The 
Hurleyville Perform-
ing Arts Centre has an-
nounced that its affiliated 
venue, the Tango Café lo-
cated at 221 Main Street, 
will be hosting Open Mic 
and other events begin-
ning in March.

“We are excited to an-
nounce that The Tango 
Cafe will launch fun and 
exciting monthly pro-
grams including First 
Monday Open Mics, and 
Second Sunday Drag 
Brunches, beginning in 
March,” an HPAC press 
release reported. “Details 
coming soon!”

The release also noted 

that although the cinema is 
currently closed, residents 
and visitors can still enjoy 
winter in Hurleyville, as 
there is plenty to do.

“Come to town, rent 
snowshoes from Fortress 
Bikes, snowshoe on the 
Rail Trail, warm up with a 
bite or a coffee from one 
of the local restaurants in 
town, Pickled Owl, Casa 
Mia, La Salumina, or the 
Hurleyville General Store, 
and then: rent the HPAC 
Cinema, visit the Thrift 
Shop, take a class in Ball-
room, Tai Chi, kids dance 
or Yoga,” the release ad-
vises. “It’s all happening 
at HPAC.”

TIME AND THE VALLEY HOSTS PROGRAM ON TANNING
The Palens: A Sullivan County Tanning Dynasty

TANGO CAFÉ TO HOST OPEN MICS

FROM THE 
FALLSBURG 
LIBRARY

by Amanda Letohic
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Mangan, Bronco and Edwin arrived at the Luzon Station just as the train from Middletown was 
approaching.

by Deborah Chandler, Ph.D.

The Art of Being

Knowing
Knowledge comes in dif-

ferent forms. Scientific and 
intuitive knowledge originate 
from different sources. Scien-
tific knowledge depends upon 
empirical research. Intuitive 
knowledge comes from di-
rect, individual experience.

Scientific knowledge relies 
upon the formal procedure of 
the scientific method. The ba-
sic steps of this method begin 
with observations that lead to 
describing a problem.  Once 
the problem is determined, a 
hypothesis is developed. Test-
ing follows which leads to 
conclusions about the hypoth-
esis. While a scientist may be 
inspired by an intuition, the 
laboratory work relies upon 
information from our sens-
es. The conclusion needs to 
be consistent with what our 
senses tell us even if from a 
microscope or telescope.

Intuition is a personal ex-
perience that does not rely 
upon information from the 
sense.  Falling in love, artistic 
creation, rapture with nature, 
and religious transcendence 
are experience that derive 
from a different source. Intu-
ition takes us away from what 
we know into a sublime realm 
which fills us with light, joy, 
and even out-of-body.

The two domains of knowl-
edge may overlap, but they 
do not validate each other.  
Scientific knowledge must be 
verifiable by nuts-and-bolts 
methods. Intuitive knowl-
edge may be shared in poetry, 
song, and ritual. Intuitively, 
we can share anecdotes about 
our experiences, but there is 
no external verification. You 
cannot see or quantify my joy 

or rapture.  
When we cross these two 

methods, confusion arises 
about what we know. This 
confusion is evident when we 
try to explain geological evo-
lution by referencing stories 
from a religious text, such as 
the Christian bible.

What both realms of 
knowledge share is a spirit 
of exploration. Both inspire 
us to expand upon what is 
familiar. Whether in the labo-
ratory, artist studio, or while 
meditating, we are seeking to 
increase our understanding. If 
we keep to what we know, we 
will find more of the same, 
we have not learned anything. 
It is only what we venture 
into the unknown that we find 
what is new.

Our brains are conditioned 
toward stability. We have a 
circuit in our brains, con-
necting different brains areas, 
that loops us into a consis-
tent world experience. This 
is called the Default Mode 
Network (DMN). The goal 
of scientific and intuitive re-
search is to escape this routin-
ized pattern.  

How do we free ourselves 
from what is so familiar? We 
dream, meditate, use psy-
chotherapy, or tinker in the 
lab or workshop. All require 
being alert to being nudged 
into the new, to tolerating the 
discomfort of the unfamiliar. 
We are capable of vast ex-
perience that await us at the 
edges of the traditional. Each 
encounter with our senses or 
our intuitions has the capacity 
to takes us into new realms of 
experience.

the ground.
“Hello, Jeremy,” I said 

calmly. “How about you be 
smart and stay down?”

I put my foot on his back 
just to make sure. He at-
tempted to rise, but found 
it impossible. He slumped 
back to the ground, and then 
Mangan appeared with his 
handcuffs already out. 

Together, we lifted Jeremy 
to his feet and Mangan pat-
ted him down. There was a 
brown paper sack stuffed 
inside his shirt that con-
tained a few pieces of Mrs. 
Corning’s jewelry. Mangan 
handed the bag to me, and 
roughly clamped the cuffs 
on the boy’s wrists.

Mangan put Jeremy in 
the back seat of his car and 
we drove back to the ho-
tel, where his parents were 
informed about his arrest. 
The boy’s father looked for 
a split second as if he was 
going to take a swing at 
somebody—I couldn’t tell if 
Mangan or Jeremy was the 
contemplated target—but I 

took a step toward him and 
he seemed to think better of 
it.

Next, Mangan and Elliott 
and I went to speak with 
Mrs. Corning, and after she 
had identified the jewelry 
as the pieces that had been 
taken from her room, Man-
gan told her he would have 
to hold onto it until it could 
all be cataloged and pho-
tographed. He wasn’t sure 
how to handle Edwin, he 
said, but he would leave that 
up to the District Attorney.

While Mangan and El-
liott were talking with Mrs. 
Corning, I eased myself out 
of the room and slipped up-
stairs to find Irene.

After all, we still had a 
piece of the weekend left, 
and I felt as if I had earned a 
little rest and relaxation.

That concludes The Co-
lumbia Cop Caper, but 
Bronco Kelly is sure to get 
involved in further adven-
tures, so watch for them in 
future editions of The Hur-
leyville Sentinel.

An Original Short Story by Jack Robbin
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DeSouza pumped in 25.
That victory came on the 

heels of a 99-54 win over 
Dutchess County Com-
munity College two nights 
earlier at Paul Gerry Field-
house. The Generals were 
led by Sam DeSouza in 

that contest, as he scored a 
game high 22 points. Ka-
reem Welch chipped in with 
21 points, and Jay Alva-
rez contributed 16 and Jalen 
Reneau 12. 

Kareem Welch is the 
Generals’ leading scorer on 
the year thus far, averaging 
just over 21 ppg. 

Sullivan was scheduled 
to play Westchester Coun-
ty Community College in 
Valhalla, NY on Thursday 
night, February 3, just as the 
Sentinel was going to press. 
The Generals had bested 
the Vikings in November at 
Paul Gerry fieldhouse by a 
92-64 score. On Tuesday, 
February 8, Sullivan hosts 
arch-rival Orange, and will 
be looking to avenge an 87-
79 upset loss to the Colts in 
Middletown in November. 
Two days later, the Gener-
als are in Suffern to take on 
Rockland County, a team 
they handled at home in De-
cember by 88-62-.

FALLSBURG – At the 
Board of Education meet-
ing on January 12, Fallsburg 
Central School District Su-
perintendent Ivan Katz intro-
duced members from three 
fall sports teams as recipi-
ents of special honors from 
New York State Public High 
School Athletic Association 
(NYSPHSAA).  

Team awards went to girls’ 
varsity volleyball, boys’ 
cross country, and girls’ cross 
country. Also honored was 
Oldelmis Pavon Garcia as the 
girls’ tennis Division Cham-
pion.

Honorees that were pres-
ent at the BOE meeting were 

four volleyball players: Ash-
ley Ingrassia, Maya Ballard, 
Jordyn Wall-Carty, and Sierra 
Kaplan with their coach Amy 
Johnson. Tennis coach Janet 
Carey accompanied Ms. Gar-
cia as she received the com-
memorative patch for her 
victory on the tennis courts. 
The boys’ cross country team 
Individual Scholar Athletes 
were Josie Galeas and Adam 
Mednick; girls’ cross country 
recipients were Ceci Mancia, 
Angelina Levner, Arianna 
Gonzalez, and Isabelle Batis-
ta.  Danielle Halikias, cross 
country teams coach, was 
present to support the team.

by John Conway

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
The SUNY Sullivan men’s 
basketball team continues 
to climb in the national 
rankings, moving from 
ninth in the country among 
Division II junior colleges 
to seventh by the end of 
January.

The Generals stand 15-3 
on the season, and have 
now won four games in a 
row.

The latest Sullivan win 
came on January 27 in New-
ark, New Jersey, when they 
dominated Essex County 
Community College by 
a 101-81 score. Kareem 
Welch paced the Generals 
with 28 points, while Sam 
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
– The Lady Generals of 
SUNY Sullivan reeled off 
14 straight wins to start 
the 2021-22 season under 
new head coach Ben New-
berg, increasing their win 
streak to 38 games total, 
but dropped a close one 
to host Monroe College at 
the MLK Classic in New 
Rochelle on January 16 for 
the first blemish on the sea-
son’s slate.

Sullivan lost little time 
in starting another streak, 

however, slamming home-
standing Raritan Valley 
Community College 63-48 
in North Branch, New Jer-
sey on January 20. Then 
the Lady Generals eked 
one out in Newark, NJ, 
besting Essex County 79-
77 to improve to 16-1 on 
the year.

The Lady Generals had 
started the month of Janu-
ary off with an overtime 
78-71 road win over Her-
kimer County Community 
College. The win improved 
Sullivan’s record to 13-0. 
The trip to New Rochelle 

followed on January 15 
and 16, and the Lady Gen-
erals opened the MLK 
Classic with a convincing 
68-41 victory over Mon-
roe College-Bronx, which 
had come into the game 
as the number four ranked 
women’s team in Division 
III. The Lady Generals, 
of course, are in their sec-
ond year as a Division II 
school.

Sullivan’s 6’2” freshman 
center Deivejon Harris re-
corded a double-double in 
the win, scoring a game-
high 24 points while cor-

ralling 17 rebounds. Fresh-
man guard Kelsey 
Morgans contributed 11 
points and four assists, 
while forward Barbara 
Bruno, another frosh, add-
ed eight points and seven 
assists.

The contest against the 
Division I Mustangs of 
Monroe College came next, 
and after staying close for 
most of the first half, Sul-
livan was unable to keep 
pace in the third quarter, 
and Monroe pulled ahead 
51-40 entering the final 
stanza. A late rally by the 

Lady Generals—they out-
scored the Mustangs 18-12 
in the final quarter—fell 
short, with Monroe holding 
on for the five-point win.

Interestingly, Sullivan’s 
previous loss—way back 
in November of 2019—
also came to a Division I 
school, Harcum College. 

Against Raritan Valley, 
the Lady Generals started 
out slowly, and trailed 
at halftime 30-23. They 
erupted in the third quarter, 
however, while holding the 
Lions to just 16 second-
half points. Harris com-

piled another double-dou-
ble in the game, scoring 27 
points and pulling down 24 
rebounds. Anisa Perry con-
tributed 12 points.

Through the first half of 
the season, Harris leads this 
year’s squad in both scor-
ing and rebounding, with 
averages of 16.5 points and 
13.3 rebounds per contest. 

The Lady Generals are 
next in action at home 
against Orange County 
Community College on 
Tuesday, February 8. Game 
time is 5 p.m. SENTINEL FILE PHOTO

SUNY Sullivan freshman center Deivejon Harris

PHOTO PROVIDED
Scholar Athletes from the girls’ varsity volleyball team are (left 
to right) Ashley Ingrassia, Maya Ballard, Jordyn Wall-Carty, Si-
erra Kaplan, and Coach Amy Johnson

PHOTO PROVIDED
Kareem Welch leads the Generals in scoring on the year.

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first 
person to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.
com will win a prize. Have fun!

February Questions:
 1. Only one person has ever won a gold medal in both 
 the Winter and Summer Olympics. Who was it?
 2. In what year(s) did the USA win a gold medal in 
 men’s hockey at the Winter Olympics?
 3. What year(s) did Lake Placid, NY play host to the 
 Winter Olympics?
 4. Who was the youngest person ever to win an 
 individual gold medal in the Winter Olympics?
 5. What Winter Olympic sport is made up of skiing and 
 target shooting?
       
Last month’s answers:
	 1.	 What	year	was	the	very	first	Rose	Bowl	game	played?	(1902)
	 2.	 Which	NHL	team	has	played	the	most	Winter	Classic	
	 games?	(Chicago Blackhawks – 4 games)
	 3.	 The	1992	AFC	Wild	Card	game	on	January	3,	1993,	featured	the	
	 biggest	comeback	in	NFL	playoff	history.	What	two	teams	were	
	 involved?	(Bills, Oilers)
	 4.	 What	Year	did	Yankee	Stadium	host	two	NHL	Games? (2014)
	 5.	 Which	NFL	teams	have	won	the	most	combined	league	
	 championships	and	Super	Bowls?	(Green Bay Packers)

There was no winner last month.

FCSD Honors Scholar Athletes GENERALS RANKED SEVENTH IN NATION
Men Stand at 15-3 on the Year

FIFTY YEARS AGO…
Fallsburg Comets 

Finish Spectacular Year
by John Conway

FALLSBURG – The 
month of February in 1972—
50 years ago this month—
proved to be much like the 
previous two months for the 
boys’ varsity basketball team 
at Fallsburg High School. 
With one big exception.

The Comets entered the 
month with an 11-0 record, 
and on February 2 enter-
tained the Ellenville Blue 
Devils in a non-league en-
counter. Previously, both 
schools had competed in the 
DUSO Village League along 
with Monticello, Liberty, and 
Port Jervis, but with the de-
mise of that conference, El-
lenville had joined the Ulster 
County Athletic league and 
Fallsburg played an indepen-
dent schedule in 1972.

The Comets cruised to 
their 12th straight win, crush-
ing Ellenville by a 94-52 
score. After racing out to 
leads of 11-5 after one pe-
riod and 37-15 at halftime, 
Fallsburg scored 30 points in 
the third quarter of the game 
to remove any doubt before 
outscoring the Devils 27-16 
in the final quarter despite 
playing mostly second- and 
third-stringers.

Stanley Gilmore led the 
Comets with 18 points, while 
five of his teammates also 
reached double figures. El-
lenville fell to 8-4 with the 
loss.

A week later, Fallsburg 
swamped Florida of the Or-
ange County League, 78-48, 

with Gilmore scoring 12 of 
his 13 points in the first quar-
ter. He sat out much of the 
rest of the game.

Then came a February 15 
contest in Callicoon against 
Delaware Valley High School 
of the Western Sullivan 
League, a team the Comets 
had cruised past in December 
by a 75-36 score. The Eagles 
had lost four of their first six 
games that season, before 
reeling off a nine game win-
ning streak, and entered the 
contest with an 11-4 record. 
 
“Fallsburg, ranked 13 in 
the state among small high 
schools, opened a 10-2 first 
period lead and was up 41-37 
at intermission,” the Times 
Herald-Record newspaper 
reported the next day. But 
the Eagles came storming 
back, taking the lead by four 
points in the third quarter, but 
still trailed 59-57 entering the 
fourth. They then outscored 
the Comets 16-12 in the final 
quarter, to capture an improb-
able 73-71 victory.

It would be the only blem-
ish on Fallsburg’s slate that 
season. 

The Comets closed out 
their schedule with a fairly 
routine 67-61 win over an-
other former DUSO rival, 
Monticello, although the 
Monties did outscore Falls-
burg 20-14 in the final stanza 
to make the game close after 
two of Fallsburg’s starters 
fouled out. Chris Cummings 
led Monticello (5-8) with 25 
points.

Fallsburg finished its 1971-
72 season with a 16-1 slate, 
and ranked 13th in the state. 

PHOTO PROVIDED
In	January,	the	Fallsburg	Central	School	District	recognized	its	
seniors	 on	 the	 varsity	 indoor	 track	 Team	of	 2021-2022.	 	 Ad-
ministration	members	 attending	 the	 ceremony	 in	 the	 school	
lobby	were	Athletic	Director	and	master	of	ceremonies	Suzanne	
Lendzian,	 Superintendent	of	 Schools,	Dr.	 Ivan	Katz,	 and	High	
School	 Principal	 Kyle	Roddey.	 Pictured	 are	 (left	 to	 right)	Ceci	
Mancia,	Josie	Galeas,	Coach	Danielle	Halikias,	Anna	Dell’Aquila,	
and	Dante	 Baker.	 Unavailable	 for	 the	 photo	was	Olga	 Flores	
Bonilla.
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