
Lantern Tour at the Fort Dela-
ware Museum of Colonial 
History in Narrowsburg from 
6 to 9 p.m. on Saturday, Oc-
tober 8. 

The Delaware Company 
notes that Cushetunk resident 
Joseph Skinner is believed 
to be the first European mur-
dered in the Upper Delaware 
River Valley, and that 18th 
century crime has never been 
solved. In fact, there was 
enough blood spilled in the 
Valley in the years leading up 
to and during the Revolution-
ary War that there are bound 
to be a few spirits roaming 
about, even to this day. 

The unanswered question 
of who killed Joseph Skinner, 
and other colonial era ghost 
stories will be the focal point 
of the family-oriented fun at 
the Fort that evening.

The Haunted History Lan-
tern Tour features guided 
tours of Fort Delaware by 
lantern light, with various pe-
riod-attired interpreters relat-
ing ghost stories with a local 
flavor. There will also be mu-
sical entertainment provided 
by special guests The River 
Ramblers, who will perform 
around the campfire.  Admis-
sion is $10 per person, or $25 
per family of up to four chil-
dren and adults. There will 
also be food available for pur-
chase from the Twisted Sis-
terz food truck, and psychic 
readings by Roseanne Free-
man, Marie Smith and Brenda 
Seldin.

The Haunted History Lan-
tern Tour is mainly outdoors, 
and those attending may wish 
to bring their own flashlights, 
although there will be Fort 
Delaware flashlights available 
to purchase with proceeds 
going toward 2023 program-
ming at the Fort.

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE—The 
liveliest little hamlet in 
the Mountains will begin 
celebrating Halloween a 
little early this year, as 
the first ever Hurleyville 
Scarecrow Festival is set 
for Sunday, October 9 
from 12 noon to 4 p.m.

The festival is being 
staged by the members and 
businesses of Hurleyville 
Hub and is sponsored by 
Bold Gold Media, Party-
Master, Thompson Sani-
tation, and the Sullivan 
County Chamber of Com-
merce.

The event will feature a 
variety of activities, rang-
ing from a dance perfor-
mance on the basketball 
courts by Main Street 
Dance to a musical perfor-

mance by celebrated artist 
Cris Spinner in the Mu-
nicipal Parking Lot. The 
Pickled Owl will also fea-
ture live music that after-
noon, and Fiber on Main 
is inviting the public to its 
new location at 250 Main 
Street to “meet Little An-
nie the Lamb and Bernice 
the Goat.”

PartyMaster will pro-
vide a bouncy house and 
other amusements in the 
parking lot. Several busi-
nesses, including Morgan 
Outdoors, All That Glit-
ters is Old, Fiber on Main, 
and the Hurleyville Gen-
eral Store, will feature 
sidewalk sales that day.

One of the highlights of 
the festival promises to be 
a Wizard of Oz costume 
contest at the Hurleyville 
General Store.

“We love scarecrows 
and all things Wizard of 
Oz, so we are having a 
costume contest,” said 
HGS owner Denise Lom-
bardi. “Participants are 
invited to dress up as their 
favorite character from 
the Wizard of Oz, and to 
stop by the store and take 
a picture to be entered for 
a chance to win a $200 gift 
certificate to the store.”

Ms. Lombardi says the 
contest is open to “little 
kids, big kids up to 99, and 
pets, too.”

Another contest be-
ing held in conjunction 
with the festival is the 
Scarecrow Selfie Raffle, 
in which participants are 
encouraged to take pic-
tures with as many of 
the scarecrows located 
throughout the hamlet as 

they can find, and to post 
the photos on their Insta-
gram account, tagging @
hellofromhurleyville and 
#hurleyvillescarecrows. 
Organizers say the more 
scarecrow selfies a par-
ticipant takes, the more 
chances they will have to 
win the raffle prize, which 
includes gift certificates 
from Hurleyville busi-
nesses valued at more than 
$300.

Scarecrows are to be on 
display at All That Glitters 
is Old, Bold Gold Media, 

Catskills Agrihood, Fiber 
on Main, Fireman’s Park, 
Flex Catskills, Fortress 
Bikes, Hurleyville Gen-
eral Store, Hurleyville 
Performing Arts Centre, 
La Salumina, Main Street 
Dance, Morgan Outdoors, 
Pickled Owl, and the Sul-
livan County Museum.

In addition to three on-
going exhibits, dedicated 
to the polar expedition of 
Dr. Frederick Cook, the 
100th anniversary of the 
Hurleyville Fire Depart-
ment, and the 75th anni-
versary of WVOS radio, 
the Sullivan County Mu-
seum, located at 265 Main 
Street, will also host a 
book talk with publisher 
Myron Gittell of Load ‘n 
Go Press, who will talk 
about the re-publication 
of the classic, “To The 

Mountains by Rail” at 2 
p.m. The talk is free and 
open to the public.

Organizers say the res-
taurants in town will all 
offer specials for the day, 
and other activities will 
include food trucks, craft 
vendors, and kid oriented 
fun.

Hurelyville Hub mem-
bers have also disclosed 
that plans are already un-
derway for a bigger than 
ever  Holiday in Hur-
leyville festival, which 
has become an annual  tra-
dition in the hamlet since 
the first event was staged 
in December of 2017. The 
date for this year’s Holi-
day in Hurleyville festival 
is Saturday, December 3. 
More details on that event 
in next month’s edition.
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BASKETBALLSCARECROWS WELL DRESSED

MONTICELLO-- The 2022 
Sullivan County Real Estate 
Tax Foreclosure Auction has 
been rescheduled by a unani-
mous vote of the Legislature 
based upon public feedback. 
As a result, legislators are al-
lowing foreclosed property 
owners to repurchase their 
properties up until 5 p.m. on 
November 1.

“Since the redemption pe-
riod had passed, we had to 
take legislative action in order 
to postpone the auction,” Leg-

islature Chairman Robert A. 
Doherty explained. “The Trea-
surer’s Office and Real Prop-
erty Advisory Board work dili-
gently and scrupulously follow 
the law amidst sometimes gut-
wrenching circumstances. We 
simply feel that it is in the best 
interests of taxpayers to pro-
vide additional opportunity to 
repurchase their properties.”

People wishing to repur-
chase their foreclosed parcels 
must – by close of business on 
November 1 – pay all delin-

quent taxes, along with a fee 
equal to 5% of the property’s 
full market value, plus 10% 
of the current property taxes 
due and owing, and all clos-
ing costs necessary to transfer 
title from the County back to 
the previous owner. In addi-
tion, pursuant to the legislative 
resolution, those wishing to 
repurchase must provide proof 
of payment of current village 
(if applicable) and school tax-
es.

Payment will only be ac-

cepted via guaranteed funds 
payable to the County Treasur-
er’s Office. The exact amount 
due can be obtained from the 
Treasurer’s Office by calling 
845-807-0200.

As a result of this legisla-
tive action, the tax auction 
has been pushed back from 
September 21-22 to Novem-
ber 16-17. Sullivan County 
Treasurer Nancy Buck urges 
potential bidders to register 
before 4 p.m. Monday, No-
vember 14 at https://aarauc-

tions.com/servlet/Search.
do?auctionId=4999. Regis-
trants will receive a packet 
via email explaining the terms 
and conditions of the auction, 
along with the foreclosure 
process and associated liens. A 
bidders’ seminar is available to 
watch online, as well.

 “Interested bidders should 
ensure they’ve done their 
homework: personally viewed 
the property or properties, 
checked for outstanding liens 
and assessments like water and 

sewer, and are familiar with 
the auction terms and condi-
tions, particularly the taxes 
and fees for which they will be 
immediately responsible upon 
placement of a successful bid 
or bids,” Ms. Buck said.

All sales are subject to fi-
nal approval by the Sullivan 
County Legislature.

More information can be 
obtained at nysauctions.com. 
The County Treasurer’s Of-
fice also welcomes inquiries at 
845-807-0200.
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Hurleyville Starts Halloween Celebration Early

The headline for this month’s edition refers, of 
course, to our main story, about the first ever Hur-
leyville Scarecrow Festival, sponsored by Hurleyville 
Hub.
The phrase, “Scarecrows Well Dressed” is bor-
rowed from a 2020 poem by M.L. Kiser, entitled “The 
Spooks Family’s Halloween Party,” the third stanza 
of which reads: “Pirates and scarecrows arrived well 
dressed; judges couldn’t decide whose costume 
was best. Pumpkin ghouls climbed and played in 
the trees; giant spiders spun silk and swung there 
with ease.”
The phrase seemed appropriate for our Halloween 
themed edition for obvious reasons. 
M.L. Kiser is an American artist, writer and poet who 
was born in Lexington, Kentucky on October 28, 
1957 and is currently active.

ABOUT OUR HEADLINE

PHOTO PROVIDED

PartyMaster helped erect 
this promotional scarecrow 
in front of the parking lot 
on Main Street.

Fiber on Main Moves to New Home
Now at 250 Main Street

HAUNTED HISTORY TOURS FOR 
HALLOWEEN

In South Fallsburg and Narrowsburg
by Lily Barrish

HURLEYVILLE — Fiber 
on Main has a new home, 
and Hurleyville’s Main 
Street continues to evolve.

Since 2016, Fiber on Main 
has been located at 227 
Main Street, but now tit has 
a brand-new location at 250 
Main Street. In the spacious 
newly-renovated building 
there will be storage on the 
top floor; dedicated rooms 
for a shop, classes and open 
studio space. 

The store is home to vari-
ous fiber art workshops and 
classes, from beginning knit-
ting and weaving, to basket 
making, spinning and felting 
workshops. The studio is a 
community space where all 
levels interested in textile 
and fiber arts can come to 
learn and show off their cre-
ative stitchery sides.

Fiber on Main also offers 
residents and students at The 
Center for Discovery pre-vo-
cational retail experience and 
a chance to share their work 
with the public. Individu-
als spend time in the studio 
repairing sewing machines 
for other day programs and 
the Sullivan County history 
museum, individual sewing 
projects, artistic mending of 
clothing, weaving, felting 

and knitting.
Rachel Carrigan, who’s 

been in charge of Fiber on 
Main for 2 years now, said 
of the move, “it’ll allow for 
more accessibility. We’ll 
have more room, be closer 
to Center houses, and have 
more opportunities for the 
individuals to come into the 
studio.” 

Community space with 
meaningful interactions 
on Main Street is how she 
coined it.

Ms. Carrigan has a B.S. in 
Art Education with a teach-
ing certification. Previously, 
she worked at a Waldorf 
School for children with 
developmental disabilities 
through Americorps. She 
has also lived and worked 
in Camphill Communities in 
the US and Ireland, support-
ing artistic activities for a 
similar population. When the 
opportunity presented itself, 
she jumped at the chance to 
return to the fiber arts field, 
and has felt very much at 
home in Hurleyville. 

On Wednesdays from 4 to 
7 p.m., open studio is offered 
to the public—there is no 
instruction; it’s all self-suf-
ficient. Sometimes as many 
as eight people attend and 
other weeks it’s just one or 
two people working on proj-

ects they have either brought 
with them or purchased 
there. One person might be 
knitting a hap (large square 
scarf) that they’ve been 
working on for months. An-
other person may focus on 
an afghan sampler they start-
ed last winter, and someone 
else may use a spinning 
wheel. The after work crowd 
tends to arrive between 5:30 
and 7 p.m. Open studio usu-
ally picks up in the fall when 
people want to make sweat-
ers and holiday gifts. 

During the Hurleyville 
Scarecrow Festival on Sun-
day, October 9, from noon to 
4 p.m., Little Annie the lamb 

and Bernice the goat will 
be outside 250 Main Street. 
Residents from The Center 
take care of Annie and Ber-
nice. Everyone is welcome 
to visit and say hello. There 
will be hats available for 
purchase that were made on 
adaptive knitting machines 
from the sheep wool at The 
Center for Discovery. 

Fiber on Main offers a fi-
ber arts elective for the stu-
dents at the Collaborative 
College High School. They 
held it last winter and three 
students attended, learning 
how to process wool, spin-
ning, knitting, weaving and 
crocheting, as well as how to 

warp and set up looms. One 
student sewed clothes for an 
American Girl doll. They 
also plan to offer classes to 
home school students. 

Fiber on Main is looking 
forward to having visitors 
to their collaborative work-
ing space, helping to weave 
the fabric of our community 
together. Stay tuned for a 
community compost bin and 
a demonstration dye garden.

Meanwhile, Flex Catskills 
is scheduled to be moving 
into the space formerly oc-
cupied by Fiber on Main and 
The Hurleyville Sentinel at 
227 Main Street. More on 
that in our next edition.

by John Conway

SULLIVAN COUNTY— 
Two Sullivan County non-
profits will be getting into the 
Halloween spirit this year by 
hosting haunted tours that are 
sure to put a fright in your 
night.

The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will once 
again host tours of the Rivoli 
Theater, a circa 1920s build-
ing that has been investigated 
several times by paranormal 
study groups and found to 
harbor a considerable amount 
of psychic energy . The tours 
will be conducted on Friday 
and Saturday evenings over a 
period of four weeks, begin-
ning on Friday, October 7 and 
culminating on Saturday, Oc-
tober 29. 

The Rivoli tours run from 6 
to 10 p.m. 

Tickets for the event are $10 
per person. They are limited, 
and are available through the 
Workshop’s website, scdw.
net. The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop advises that 
this year’s tours will be the 
creepiest yet, and they are not 
recommended for children 
under 13 years of age.

The Barryville based non-
profit history education group, 
The Delaware Company, will 
reprise its Haunted History 

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY

The Fiber on Main store has moved to 250 Main Street, across from The Hurleyville Senti-
nel office.

Deadline for Tax-Foreclosed Properties Extended Tax Auction Rescheduled to November 16-17
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HURLEYVILLE
-SULLIVAN FIRST

The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First contin-
ue to work on the maintenance 
of their projects. They’re also 
working with local businesses 
and other community groups 
on events that continue the re-
vitalization and beautification 
of Hurleyville.

Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion about Hurleyville-Sulli-
van First. You can also visit 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First on 
Facebook.

HURLEYVILLE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church will be 
open on Thursday, October 
20, and on Thursday, October 
27 from 3 until 5 p.m. Anyone 
who is not vaccinated should 
wear a mask when visiting the 
food pantry.

Food for Thanksgiving will 
be distributed on a first come, 
first serve basis on Novem-
ber 17. Donations to the Food 
for Thanksgiving distribution 
would be greatly appreciated 
and should be at the food pan-
try by 2 p.m. on November 17. 
The volunteers at the church 
have been notified that the an-
nual donation of turkeys for 
Thanksgiving made by Mur-
ray’s may be chickens instead 
due to a shortage of turkeys.

Sunday services are held at 
the church at 9 a.m. Children 
of all ages can attend Sunday 
school at the church during 
services.

Pastor Jorge delivers ser-
mons on the church’s page on 
Facebook at 11 a.m. on Sun-
days.

All are invited to pray with 
others over the phone on the 
church’s prayer line on Sun-
days from 7 to 8 p.m. The 
prayer line phone number is 
605-472-5491 and the access 
code is 251678. 

The Bible study group 
meets in the sanctuary at the 
church every Tuesday at 7 
p.m. 

Youngsters are invited 
to participate in “Messy 
Church” held on the second 
Saturday of each month from 
5 - 6:30 p.m. Upcoming dates 
are October 8 and November 
12. All children taking part in 
the fun activities must be ac-
companied by an adult. Visit 
the volunteers from “Messy 
Church” at the Hurleyville 
Scarecrow Festival on Octo-
ber 9 to find out about all the 
fun youngsters can have at 
“Messy Church.”

Donations of pull-ups, sizes 
5 and 6 Pampers, and paper 
goods are being collected at 
the church for Preventive Ser-
vices. The county program 
provides support to parents 
to help them prevent their 
children from being placed 
in foster care. Please contact 
Cookie at 845-428-5871 or 
Goldie at 845-467-1641 for 
more information on the pro-
gram.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-
tion on services and activities 
at the church. You can also get 
updates at the church’s page 
on Facebook.

THE SULLIVAN 
COUNTY MUSEUM AND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Museum, located at 265 
Main Street in Hurleyville, 
is open on Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. and on Sunday from 1 to 
4:30 p.m. Admission is free. 
Donations to meet the increas-
ing cost of operating the Mu-
seum are always appreciated.

Everyone is invited to stop 
by the Museum during the 
Hurleyville Scarecrow Fes-
tival on Saturday, October 
9 and post selfies with the 
scarecrows on Instagram for a 
chance to win the Scarecrow 
Selfie raffle. Myron Gittel will 
speak about his reprint of “To 
the Mountains by Rail” by 
Manville Wakefield at 2 p.m. 
Refreshments will be avail-
able. 

New exhibits at the Museum 
include ones commemorating 
the 100th Anniversary of the 
Hurleyville Fire Department 
and the 75th Anniversary of 
WVOS radio.

You can still see the Dr. 
Frederick Cook exhibit at the 
Museum. It will be on display 
until December. Photographs 
taken by Dr. Cook from 1891-
1908 during expeditions to 
Greenland, Antarctica, Tierra 
del Fuego, Mount Denali and 
the North Pole are featured in 
the exhibit.

Other interesting exhibits 
at the Museum include the 
Neversink-Hackledam Proj-
ect and the Town of Thomp-
son One-Room Schoolhouse 
Project.

The Sullivan County His-
torical Society will hold its 
Annual Meeting and Awards 
Dinner on Sunday, October 23 
at the Rockland House in Ros-
coe. In recognition of the soci-
ety’s residency in Hurleyville, 
this year the society will honor 
all the historical societies and 
museums in Sullivan County 

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

Alli
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES

THE HURLEYVILLE
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Covering Main Street and Beyond
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Sports Editor ……………………………………………..... Angelee Santillo
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.
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The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

FROST POINT

According to meteorolo-
gist Jeff Haby writing on the 
website, weather.gov, the 
frost point is the tempera-
ture at which the air is satu-
rated with respect to water 
vapor over an ice surface. 
It is more difficult for water 
molecules to escape a fro-
zen surface as comparted to 
a liquid surface since ice has 
a stronger bonding between 
neighboring water mol-
ecules. Because of this, the 
frost point is greater intem-
perature than the dew point.

When the relative humid-
ity is 100 per cent with re-
spect to water vapor, the rel-
ative humidity over the ice 
surfiace will be greater than 
100 per cent. Thus, precipi-
tation growth is favored on 
the ice particles.

Mr. Haby writes that dew 
or frost is thicker on some 
surfaces than others because 
“dew or frost will first form 
on substances that are either 
(1) the coolest or (2) the 

most moist. Objects can be 
cooler for two reasons: (1) 
the object is well exposed to 
the surrounding air (2) The 
object is efficient at radiat-
ing heat away.”

Two surfaces that are 
good at collecting dew or 
frost are vegetation and 
metal. Vegetation has mois-
ture evapotranspiring from 
its surface. This causes the 
dewpoint to be higher over 
vegetated surfaces and thus 
dew or frost will form on 
them first. Metal is very ef-
ficient at emitting radiation. 
Since a car is well exposed 
to the cooling of the air and 
the metal effectively radi-
ates energy, metal surfaces 
are a prime spot for dew or 
frost to form. A surface dew 
or frost does NOT form on 
well is concrete. One reason 
is because the concrete is 
not well exposed to the air 
like grass blades or metal 
objects. 

A HALLOWEEN NIGHT
THE END OF THIS MONTH IS HALLOWEEN

GHOSTS AND GOBLINS ARE PREPARING TO SCARE
THERE’S A WITCH WHO’S TAKING HER BROOM OUT

AND SHE’S RAKING HER LONG, STRINGY HAIR

HER POINTY HAT NEEDS TO BE BRUSHED
IT’S COVERED WITH COBWEBS AND DUST
SHE HAS SEVERAL WARTS ON HER FACE

AND A BLACK DRESS FOR THAT NIGHT IS A MUST

OUR DOORWAYS SPORT CORNSTALKS AND SKULLS
BONY BODIES DANCE IN THE WIND

ON THE STEPS THERE’S A HUGE JACK-O-LANTERN
THAT IS WEARING A MYSTERIOUS GRIN

INSIDE ALL OF THE HOMES THE KIDS DRESS
FOR THEIR VISITS FROM DOOR-TO-DOOR

THEY’RE HOPING FOR TREATS, BUT NO TRICKS
THEY END UP WITH CANDIES GALORE!

WILL THE TRAIL BE LIGHTED WITH CANDLES?
OR WILL THERE BE A COSTUME PARADE?
REMEMBER THE TIME THAT WE HAD ONE

AND THE DELICIOUS EGG CREAMS THAT WERE MADE?

WHATEVER YOU DO THAT EERIE EVENING
HAVE FUN BUT DON’T STAY OUT TOO LATE

BECAUSE DRACULA AND HIS BLOOD-THIRSTY FAMILY
AT MIDNIGHT WILL MAKE YOU THEIR BAIT!

- MIMI
  OCTOBER, 2022

as History Preservers. A mu-
sical performance by 2021 
History Maker Award recipi-
ent, Mickey Barnett, will fol-
low the dinner and awards 
ceremony.

Volunteers are available 
to help visitors explore the 
historical and genealogical 
resources at the Historical 
Society’s archives at the Mu-
seum. The archives are open 
on Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., or by appointment.

Guided tours of the Mu-
seum…behind the scenes and 
regular exhibits…are avail-
able. There is no charge for 
the hour-long tours, but reg-
istration is required. Please 
call 845-434-8044 to make a 
reservation.

Go to www.scnyhistory.
org to learn about the Sulli-
van County Historical Soci-
ety and the Sullivan County 
Museum. You can also visit 
the Sullivan County Histori-
cal Society and Museum on 
Facebook.

Please call the Museum 
at 845-434-8044 or email 
info@scnyhistory.org for 
more information.

COLUMBIA HILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ALLIANCE (CHNA)

The CHNA steering com-
mittee meets monthly in 
preparation for the next time 
the 535-townhouse Gan Eden 
Estates project on Columbia 
Hill appears on the agenda of 
the Town of Thompson Plan-
ning Board. They continue to 
examine environmental im-
pact applications and reports 
submitted by the developer 
of the proposed project to 
ensure accuracy and compli-
ance with environmental im-
pact regulations.

Homeowners who are still 
experiencing well-related 
troubles due to the well test-
ing being done at the pro-
posed Gan Eden Estates 
development project on Co-
lumbia Hill should contact 
the building departments in 
the Town of Thompson (845-
794-2500, extension 321) and 
the Town of Fallsburg (845-
434-8811).

The ongoing questionable 
building activity in the area 
of Huschke Road endanger-
ing our natural environment 
is also being monitored by 
the members of CHNA.

Visit CHNA at www.co-
lumbiahill.org and on Face-
book to learn how you can 
help to protect your environ-
ment and your community by 
demanding responsible and 
sustainable development.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Moms enjoy “Messy Church” at the Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church, too.

GRAPHIC PROVIDED

LIBERTY-- Sullivan 
Renaissance will be dis-
cussing the importance of 
making parks and public 
spaces engaging, acti-
vated, and accessible to 
all with an expert panel in 
the October installment of 
its Renaissance Roundta-
ble series on Wednesday, 
October 19 at noon via 
Zoom.

The roundtable will fea-
ture panelists from Sul-
livan County and beyond 
who create parks that keep 
users of varying ages and 
abilities active and en-
gaged. Joining are Aman-
da O’Rourke, Executive 
Director with 8 80 Cities, 
a Toronto-based organi-
zation whose charge is 
to create safe and active 
mobility, welcoming and 
accessible public spaces, 
and inclusive commu-

nity-building processes; 
Ann Marie Connolly, As-
sistant Chief of Clinical 
Services at The Center for 
Discovery; and Mary Wil-
liams, Executive Direc-
tor of Beautiful People, a 
Warwick-based non-profit 
promoting adaptive sports 
for children with disabili-
ties. The slate of panelists 
will present a broad array 
of ideas for inclusive, in-
tergenerational parks.

Renaissance Roundta-
bles are informal, discus-
sion-based programs in 
which a panel shares ex-
amples and the audience 
engages in solutions and 
conversation. 

For more information or 
to register, visit the Events 
page at www.SullivanRe-
naissance.org or call (845) 
295-2445.

I’m back, dear readers!  
Let’s just say I’ve been 
dealing with “a heart thing,” 
far less serious than it could 
have been, but stressful 
nonetheless. And, once I 
knew I could ditch the panic 
for caution, I knew I could 
continue to do what I love 
and continue to bring it to 
you.

I went to see two more 
of my favorite people at 
a place that should be ev-
eryone’s type of place, a 
library, on Thursday, Sep-
tember 8. ALDO TROIANI 
and CAROL SMITH, who 
perform together as LIT-
TLE SPARROW, played 
outside at the ETHELBERT 
B. CRAWFORD PUBLIC 
LIBRARY in Monticello 
with ELLEN IOVINO, and 
the great VAN MANAKAS. 
The library has a huge park-
ing lot behind it, and turns 
out, there are level parts 
of the lawn for those who 
brought chairs, and a weird-
ly comfortable wall which 
is where I parked myself. 
It’s a marvelous, quiet, al-
most hidden sanctuary hid-
ing just off Broadway.

Ellen’s expertise on the 
congas is the perfect com-
plement to Aldo and Carol’s 
easy style with the under-
tones of Van’s power guitar. 
The surprise of the evening 
was the addition of NICK 
SHERMAN (THE ELEC-
TRIC CHORDS and CAP-
TAIN MAGIC) on bass, 
which added a unique, rich 
underlayer to each song.

The following Saturday 
found me at THE OLD 
STONE HOUSE fundraiser 
in Hasbrouck with the mu-
sic of THE HEARTBEAT 
BAND. DAVE TRESTYN 
(vocals and guitar), PAUL 
WEISBACH (backup vo-
cals and guitar), BILL 
MAGARGAL (drums) and 
RICKY REY (bass) were 
already playing some good 
old rock and roll when I ar-
rived. 

My first experience 
with THE OLD STONE 
HOUSE was when I was 
doggie sitting for a friend. It 
took my breath away. Now 
here I was, not just hearing 
a terrific band, but among 
the CONCERNED CITI-
ZENS OF HASBROUCK, 
who are maintaining this 
marvelous structure and 
bringing it back to become 

Inclusive Parks Enhance 
Our Communities

Sullivan Renaissance Roundtable Series 
Explores Accessibility in Public Spaces

a community center where 
they hope to have more live 
music, classes, readings and 
meetings…and maybe a 
wedding or two.

And just like that….it was 
WINTER on Friday, Sep-
tember 23! I’m quite sure 47 
degrees with a strong gusty 
wind was not part of the 
concept for the first night 
(the only one I could attend) 
of the weekend long EQUI-
NOX 5 FESTIVAL at THE 
ARROWHEAD RANCH & 
RETREAT on Cooley Road 
in Parksville.

For those who don’t 
know, THE ARROWHEAD 
functions primarily as a safe 
home for rescued horses.

The music kicked off with 
THE JOHNNY JULES 
BAND. I know the band has 
a large fan base here, but it 
was quite amazing to be sur-
rounded by people from all 
over that had arrived early, 
specifically because  of this 
band.  JOHNNY JULES on 
vocals and guitar, BOBBY 

D on the Dobro, PAUL 
STARK on the mandolin, 
and MANGO MIKE on 
the banjo, did a stellar job 
on that outdoor stage to the 
whoops and applause.  

THE ELECTRIC 
CHORDS were up next. 
GREG CASTRO on vocals 
and guitar, NICK SHER-
MAN on bass, and SIMON 
EPHRON on drums com-
prise this group that truly is 
electrifying. Their music is 
not yet something you can 
sing along to because it’s 
all original, but it does en-
velope one in a total sound 
sensation. And it doesn’t 
hurt that every musician I 
know admires them.

I’d like to give a big wel-
come home to CASWYN 
MOON and FAITH KEL-
LY, back from their second 
whirlwind tour.

A very Halloween to ev-
eryone!  And don’t be put-
ting curses on people! It’s 
bad manners.

Until next time.



MONTICELLO – Spe-
cialists in theater develop-
ment have been exploring 
potential new uses for Mon-
ticello’s long-shuttered 
Broadway Theater. Closed 
and neglected for more than 
three decades, it’s been 
acquired by the Sullivan 
County Land Bank Cor-
poration, which obtained 
a grant for the study from 
New York State’s Empire 
State Development agency. 
The work will establish a 
vision for the theater and a 
program for its rehabilita-
tion that will then be used 

to seek capital funding.
“Programs that provide 

grants for building repairs 
and redevelopment want to 
see that we have a plan for 
how the funds will be used. 
We need to know things 
like whether we keep all 
the seats, fewer seats, or re-
configure the space in a to-
tally new way,” said Land 
Bank Executive Director 
Jill Weyer.

AEA Consulting, which 
is preparing the study, has 
produced a draft report 
that contains a market as-
sessment and a discussion 

of existing models for re-
viving the building. These 
include a traditional stage/
cinema, multi-use flexible 
cultural venue, cabaret/
music venue with hospi-
tality operations, and cul-
tural activity-based com-
munity center. The report 
looks at examples from 
around the region, includ-
ing The Cooperage Project 
in Honesdale, Newburgh’s 
Safe Harbors on the Hud-
son Ritz Theater, Beacon’s 
Towne Crier Café, and a 
number of rehabilitation 
projects in Brooklyn.

The report identifies op-
portunities and directions 
for the theater, but the Land 
Bank and AEA are looking 
for more community input 
on what area residents and 
visitors would like to see. 
The draft notes a gap in fa-
cilities and programming 
for families and children, 
and suggests they be the 
primary audience. It also 
recommends a local focus 
and a reduction in capacity 
from the original 500 seats 
to no more than 100. A 
flexible configuration is be-
ing considered to allow for 

the widest variety of uses.
 A survey is being con-

ducted to ensure that the 
final report reflects com-
munity needs. To take the 
survey, go to www.sur-
veymonkey.com/r/PVDG-
WYX.

Those interested in be-
ing a part of the proj-
ect or the redevelopment 
team, should contact the 
Land Bank at info@sulli-
vancountylandbank.org or 
visit www.sullivancounty-
landbank.org for more in-
formation.
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SCDW Casting Call for 
Youth Holiday Show

RENAISSANCE CELEBRATES VOLUNTEERS

SOUTH FALLSBURG 
– The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop is seeking 
young actors, ages 5 to 14, 
to cast in its Youth Holiday 
show. Audition dates are 
October 8 and 9 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Rivoli 
Theatre in South Fallsburg.

The show, “Andy Pavey’s 
- A Christmas Carol,” is 
a comedic adaptation of 
Charles Dickens’ beloved 
tale. In this short version, 
the visiting ghosts are rath-
er unusual. The Ghost of 
Christmas Past is Belle, 
Scrooge’s former fiancée 
– awkward! The Ghost of 
Christmas Present is, well, 
a present, and The Ghost of 
Christmas Future is a rap-
per and wannabe comedian. 
Despite their quirkiness, 

will the ghosts be able to 
help Scrooge snap out of 
his need for greed? They’ll 
have to tug on his heart-
strings and purse strings to 
instill the Christmas spirit 
into the old miser!

Roles include: 
SCROOGE, BOB 
CRATCHIT, MAR-
LEY, TINY TIM, MRS. 
CRATCHIT, SISTER 
#1, SISTER #2, GHOST 
OF CHRISTMAS PAST 
(BELLE), GHOST OF 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT, 
GHOST OF CHRISTMAS 
FUTURE.

Show dates are Decem-
ber 9 and 10, at 7 p.m., and 
December 11 at 1 p.m. For 
more information, please 
email Bunny at bwoloszc-
zak@gmail.com. 

BETHEL-- It was a 
lovely evening to wel-
come autumn and cele-
brate our Sullivan Renais-
sance volunteers at Bethel 
Woods Center for the Arts. 
The festivities were com-
plemented by the beautiful 
setting, delicious food, the 
music of Jon Zanger and 
an incredible sunset.

Founding Steering 
Committee member Jerry 
Skoda took us back to the 

very beginning. Jerry talk-
ed about Sullivan First, 
and the idea to think big, 
start small, do something. 
This initial grassroots ef-
fort was the foundation for 
what would later become 
Sullivan Renaissance. 
Read Jerry Skoda’s re-
marks HERE

Founder and Chair 
Sandra Gerry said, “Sul-
livan Renaissance was 
created with the mission 

and challenge to address 
the appearance of Sulli-
van County while build-
ing community spirit and 
pride. Thanks to all of you 
here this evening; and to 
all of those who have been 
actively involved in Sulli-
van Renaissance these past 
22 years; we have met the 
challenge!! This has been 
an amazing grassroots ef-
fort and a marvelous ac-
complishment! Alan and I 

cannot thank you enough 
for rising to the challenge 
and answering the call 
with your talents and your 
time. It is so meaningful 
to me to witness your suc-
cess.”

Since 2001 $5.9 Million 
in grants from the Gerry 
Foundation has leveraged 
$14 Million in beautifica-
tion and community de-
velopment. In addition to 
Gerry Foundation funding, 
an additional $2.6 Million 
was secured through state 
and federal grants; includ-
ing Assemblywoman Ai-
leen Gunther, a long time 
supporter of Sullivan Re-
naissance and our volun-
teers..

Assemblywoman Gun-
ther added her congratula-
tions and gratitude for the 
work that has been done 
over these last 22 years.

Kayleen Scali, District 
Director for Congressman 
Pat Ryan read a letter on 
the Congressman’s behalf 
acknowledging the im-
portance of our volunteers 
and thanking them for 
their service to Sullivan 
County.

There’s a sequence of 
days around Labor Day 
in Sullivan County that 
marks the new season 
more dramatically than 
the cooler evenings and 
waning hours of daylight. 
The shift starts on the day 
you notice a large portion 
of the summer popula-
tion has, overnight and 
invisibly, left the county. 
The departure happens so 
swiftly, with so few signs, 
that I feel I’ve stepped 
into an episode of The 
Leftovers. The summer 
people vanish and a curi-
ous silence descends upon 
the towns, the roads, the 
newly shuttered shops, the 
post offices, the gas sta-
tions, the very aisles of 
ShopRite!

Other summer-centric 
communities have noted 
this phenomenon. The 
beach towns of east-
ern Long Island call it 
“Tumbleweed Tuesday,” 
that succeeds Labor Day 
Monday. They call it that 
because they actually see 
people leave, but here, in 
our neighborhood, noth-
ing tumbles – people are 
simply gone. The effect is 

an odd blend of the eerie 
and the expansive. 

The eerie part has been 
best captured by Shirly 
Jackson in “The Summer 
People,” (“Nobody ever 
stayed at the lake past La-
bor Day before,” Mr. Bab-
cock said. “Nobody.”), a 
short story finely attuned 
to the intimations of aban-
donment and isolation in 
the post-holiday air. 

The expansive part can 
be felt wherever you go. 
The white-knuckle driving 
of summer is over and the 
empty roads make me feel 
like I’m driving in slow 
motion. One afternoon, 
I stop at a local garage, a 
site so densely thronged 
during the summer you 
couldn’t maneuver a Ton-
ka truck into the service 
queue. Now, all the bays 
are empty; there’s no other 
vehicle in sight. The man-
ager says, “You’re our 
third car today. Guess ev-
eryone’s back to school.” 

For a few days, this feel-
ing of moving through a 
loosened, less dense atmo-
sphere is vivid. But by the 
time the week’s out, I’ve 
acclimated to the change 

and all seems normal 
again, as if things were 
always this way. Yet I’ve 
come to relish those few 
transitional days, the be-
tween-time that makes up 
a mini-season of its own. 

There’s no counterpart to 
this feeling around Memo-
rial Day, when the coun-
ty’s population swells. 
The gradual increases of 
May and June are not so 
abrupt as the Great De-
crease of September. The 
post-Labor Day mood de-
rives uniquely from empti-
ness and absence, not full-
ness and presence. In the 
sudden shift of perspec-
tive – the bustling human 
foreground receding and 
the vacant background 
coming to the fore, like a 
swap of figure and ground 
in a painting – there’s a 
quality that’s hard to name 
in English. In Japan, they 
call it “Ma,” an exalted 
notion that means, among 
other things: pause; emp-
tiness; the space between 
objects. “Ma,” one schol-
ar explains, “is the silence 
between notes that makes 
the music.”

In the west, Ma is of-

ten rendered as “negative 
space,” i.e., the back-
ground of a picture that 
serves to delineate and 
define its subject. But Ma 
doesn’t hold empty space 
as negative; it identi-
fies emptiness as positive 
space, a value in its own 
right, a nurturing matrix 
that supports everything 
that manifests within it – 
something to be relished 
for its own sake and not 
just for what it contains.

I think this is what I ex-
perience in the days after 
Labor Day: access to a 
mood or state of attentive-
ness in which silence is 
more than an absence of 
sound, and stillness more 
than a cessation of activ-
ity. It’s a delicate mood, 
and a fleeting one, yet it 
remains as firmly lodged 
among my impressions of 
the season as the last ears 
of sweet corn and the on-
set of apples. 

Jonathan Shimkin, 
writer and editor, may be 
contacted at jonathan-
shimkin@gmail.com, or 
via his website: jonathan-
shimkin.weebly.com.

Out Divine Corners Way
by Jonathan Shimkin
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Cider Making 
on a 1930s Farm

GRAHAMSVILLE – Ci-
der Making on the 1930s 
Catskill Farm will be held 
Sunday, October 9, from 1 
to 3 p.m. at the Time and the 
Valleys Museum on St. Rt. 55 
(332 Main Street) Grahams-
ville.  

A great old fashioned fall 
activity - experience old 
time cider making with a 
hand cider press! Restored 
by Museum Trustee David 
Forshay, the hand press will 
press fresh local apples after 
they have been grinded in an 
old time grinder. The old time 
apple pressing process and its 
importance on family farms 
will be illustrated, including 
a cider making historical dis-
play. Also included is a cider 
taste testing and homemade 
cookies made from recipes 
in our recently published 
Heritage Baking Book. All 
of the buildings on the 1930s 
Catskill Farm will be open, in-
cluding the farm house, barn, 
milk house, electric plant and 
working waterwheel building 
with educational and inter-
active activities and guided 
tours.  The Museum’s three 
floors of interactive exhibi-
tions will be open as well.

More about cider making:  

A fall activity on any farm 
that had an apple orchard, ci-
der making has a long history.  
Since the safety of drinking 
water was a concern in early 
America, cider was a bet-
ter choice. Early settlers also 
believed drinking cider aided 
in the prevention of many ill-
nesses and helped them live a 
long life. 

Admission:  Members are 
free, and non-members: $5 
for adults and $2 for children. 
Includes the cider making 
demonstration, admission to 
the 1930s Lost Catskill Farm 
and to the Museum’s three 
floors of interactive exhibi-
tions.   

About the Time and the 
Valleys Museum:  Connect-
ing Water People and the 
Catskills, the Museum is 
currently open by appoint-
ment and during programs. 
Located at 332 Main Street 
in Grahamsville (St. Rt. 55), 
Sullivan County, admission 
for adults is a suggested do-
nation of $5, children under 
16 $2, and children under six 
are free.  

Museum exhibitions are 
interactive and both fun and 
educational for all ages.  

Sullivan County Land Bank Seeking Ideas
REMAKING MONTICELLO’S BROADWAY THEATER

PHOTO PROVIDED

PHOTO PROVIDED
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those that do. We even 
supply all the gear and pro-
vide all the training needed, 
for free. Stop by any Monday 
night and find out how you 
can help or get an application.

Well one such person did. 
Rob Lombardi did, and he is 
now a member of the Hur-
leyville Fire Co. #1. Wel-
come aboard Rob. 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment and the Hurleyville 
Fire Department Ladies Aux-
iliary traveled to White Lake 
to march in the 93rd Annual 
Sullivan County Volunteer 
Firefighter’s Association 
parade hosted by the White 
Lake Fire Department. It 
was a magnificent day, blue 
skies with the sun watching 
over us. It was also a straight 
and short march down State 
Route 17B to the White Lake 
firehouse with a lot of specta-
tors lining the route. After the 
march we went to the Bethel 
Woods Harvest Festival Site 
for refreshments and awards. 
The White Lake Fire Depart-
ment along with the Sullivan 
County Volunteer Firefight-
er’s Association honored both 
the Hurleyville Fire Depart-
ment and our neighbors the 
Loch Sheldrake Fire Depart-
ment with plaques for 100 
Years of Service to our com-
munities. Then the marching 
trophies were awarded. Hur-
leyville Fire Department won 
first place for Best Appearing 
Small Regulation 15 and un-
der.

Summer is over but it seems 
that our fire calls County 
wide have not slowed down. 
Since my last column, a truck 
went through a garage, there 
were two major brush fires in 
County and we went an out of 
County to a major brush fire 
in Ulster County, a couple of 
river rescues, a pond rescue, 
a drowning, a propane gas 
explosion with a burn victim, 
a couple of major multi com-

pany structures fires in addi-
tion to activated alarms and 
motor vehicle accidents just 
to highlight a few.

Coming up in Hurleyville 
is the Annual Halloween 
Parade. More details are 
forth coming. Also, our Pan-
cake Breakfast featuring our 
world-famous buckwheat 
pancake is back. Join us on 
Sunday, November 6th from 
7:01 AM – noon.

Coming up in October is 
Fire Prevention Week Oc-
tober 9 – October 15. This 
year’s theme is “Fire Won’t 
Wait. Plan Your Escape” 

Today’s homes burn faster 
than ever. You may have as 
little as two minutes (or even 
less time) to safely escape a 
home fire from the time the 
smoke alarm sounds. Your 
ability to get out of a home 
during a fire depends on early 
warning from smoke alarms 
and advance planning.

It is important for everyone 
to plan and practice a home 
fire escape. Everyone needs 
to be prepared in advance, 
so that they know what to 
do when the smoke alarm 
sounds. Given that every 
home is different, every home 
fire escape plan will also be 
different. Have a plan for ev-
eryone in the home. Children, 
older adults, and people with 
disabilities may need assis-
tance to wake up and get out. 
Make sure that someone will 
help them!

I want to share some key 
home fire escape planning 
tips:

Make sure your plan meets 
the needs of all your fam-
ily members, including those 
with sensory or physical dis-
abilities.

Smoke alarms should be in-
stalled inside every sleeping 
room, outside each separate 
sleeping area, and on every 
level of your home. Smoke 
alarms should be intercon-
nected so when one sounds, 
they all sound.

Know at least two ways out 
of every room, if possible. 
Make sure all doors and win-
dows open easily. You may 
not be able to exit your home 
the normal way.

Have an outside meeting 
place a safe distance from 
your home where everyone 
should meet.

Practice your home fire 
drill at least twice a year with 
everyone in the household, 
including guests. Practice at 
least once during the day and 
at night,

Once out NEVER EVER 
go back in.

Close the Door when you 
leave.

When you call 911 NEV-
ER hang up on the dispatcher 
until told to do so.

So that I do not have to 
go to your house, now is the 
time to clean your chimney 
and service you oil burner.

Be Safe Out There!

October 4, 1916

Dairymen Meet Tonight

The Dairymen are to 
hold a meeting tonight in 
the Grange Hall at eight 
o’clock to organize a 
Dairymen’s League. The 
farmers are making a brave 
fight for their rights, and 
in Jeffersonville, Liberty, 
Stevensville and White 
Sulphur Springs they have 
held their milk out almost 
as a unit, but in spite of the 
fact that many have stayed 
out, milk is being brought 
in from Hasbrouck and 
this creamery is shipping 
as usual, but we hear very 
strong talk against those 
who have not struck and 
the sentiment of ill feeling 
is waxing stronger every 
minute. What the outcome 
will be, time alone will tell. 
At any event if the farmers 
unite they can have any-
thing they want. Right is 
might but sometimes might 
makes right.

October 11, 1916

Farmers Organize

On Friday evening a 
meeting of the farmers was 
held in the Grange Hall in 
this place to talk over the 
milk question and organize 
a Dairymen’s League. Mr. 
Richardson of the Farm 
Bureau and Mr. Schrieber 
of Chester, Orange County, 
spoke. Nearly all the farm-
ers in this vicinity were 
present and were not dis-
appointed as the meeting 
proved to be very interest-
ing. The principal point 
brought out was that “in 
unity there was strength” 
and that if all would stick 
together they were sure to 
win out. On Saturday eve-
ning at the same place a 
Hurleyville branch of the 
Dairymen’s League was 
formed and there was a 
large attendance, but there 
was a few farmers here 
who have not yet joined. 
The following officers 
were elected; President, J 
S Kile; Secretary, Fred W 
Mitteer; Treasurer, George 
LeRoy.

Hebrews Meet

The Hebrews of Hur-
leyville held a mass meet-
ing at the synagogue 
Sunday evening for the 
purpose of reorganizing the 
Talmud Torah here. There 
was a large attendance and 
the difficulties which sur-
mounted them in the past 
were all very amicably 
settled and it was decided 
to reopen the Hurleyville 
Hebrew School on Sun-
day October 15 with Ellis 
Gardner from Mountain-
dale as teacher.

October 18, 1916 

Grocery Sale

On account of the build-
ing in which I am located 
having been purchased by 
another party, I am forced 
to move and therefore will 
sacrifice my entire stock 
of groceries, dry goods, 
crockery, notions, etc., at 
prices 25 percent below 
cost. The sale will open 
next Monday, October 23d. 
This is your opportunity to 
secure your winter’s sup-
ply far below prevailing 
prices. These goods are 
strictly fresh, first class and 

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

not purchased for any such 
sale. 

- David Ness, Hurleyville

For Sale

1914 automobile equip-
ped with demountable rims, 
crown fenders, extra rim 
and tire, slip covers, Prest-
o-lite tank, electric horn 
and all in first class running 
order. Also one double bar-
rel hammerless Ithaca shot-
gun as good as new. one 
Marlin rifle as good as new. 
Apply Dr. W, H. DeKay, 
Hurleyville.

October 25, 1916 
Barn Burns

Nancy Lawrence was 
awakened twenty minutes 
to five Thursday morning 
by the sound of crackling, 
burning boards and discov-
ered Floyd Durland’s barn 
in flames. She gave the 
alarm and called up central 
for help, many going from 
here in autos. Lawrence 
succeeded in getting out the 
cattle but Floyd could not 
get the fine team of grays 
out as that part was all 
aflame. Everything in the 

barn went including 50 tons 
of hay, 27 barrels apples, 
200 bushels oats, potatoes, 
all farming machinery, silo, 
etc., and it was only through 
diligent hard work that they 
were enabled to save the 
other buildings. There was 
but $1,175 insurance and 
$4,000 would not begin to 
replace it. He is to have an 
auction of the 18 cattle and 
50 leghorn hens tomorrow, 
rain or shine.

October 2016

Large Crowd tours Arts 
Centre for Soft Opening

Janet Carrus says it all 
starts with the arts.  

The woman behind the 
magnificent new Hur-
leyville Arts Centre be-
lieves the arts, especially 
dance, is a sure way to bring 
a community together.

And that is exactly what 
happened last month when 
Ms. Carrus and Arts Centre 
Creative Director Erin Dud-
ley hosted a large crowd for 
an introductory tour of the 
new facility, including a 
number of dance routines.

Community members 
and local dignitaries got 
their first look at the state-
of-the-art, 130-seat cinema, 
the expansive ballroom and 
performance space, and the 
first-floor studios that are 
already occupied by out-
side businesses, such as 
Main Street Dance, which 
relocated this summer from 
Liberty.

Sullivan County Legis-
lature Chairman Luis Al-
varez, whose District 6 
includes Hurleyville, was 
among those in attendance 
at the opening, and he came 
away impressed.

“It is a remarkable build-
ing,” he said. “And it prom-
ises to be a real asset to the 
community.”

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO

by Jack Halchak

I grew up and went 
to elementary school in 
Hurleyville. At one point 
in time, the Hurleyville 
school was Kindergarten 
thru 12th grade, but when 
I went there, the new high 
school was already built 
and the Hurleyville school 
was K thru 6. With the ex-
ception of Loch Sheldrake, 
all the hamlets in the town 
of Fallsburg had an el-
ementary school and then 
we went to the high school 
at its present location on 
Brickman Road. I was in 
sixth grade in the 1962-63 
school year.

Haolloween was spe-
cial for us in Hurleyville. 
As sixth graders, we were 
the top dog in the school. 
On Halloween, we would 
collect and save the one-
pint milk containers from 
lunch for a few days, then 
we would wash then out 
and seal them and cut a 
coin slot in the top of them. 
Somehow, the school was 
provided with an orange-
colored label like a bum-
per sticker from UNICEF 
that we wrapped around the 
milk container. UNICEF 

provided humanitarian aid 
worldwide.

When the containers 
were all set, we passed 
them out to all the classes 
in the school. On Hallow-
een night, as we went out 
trick-or-treating, we would 
also collect pennies in the 
milk containers for UNI-
CEF.

The next day, we got to 
open them up and count the 
pennies and the occasional 
nickel or dime. Sometimes, 
we would get a good whiff 
of sour milk because some-
one did not do a decent job 
of washing the container 
out.

This project could last 
up to three days, so there 
was no homework or regu-
lar class for us during that 
time. 

We did have an under-
standing of where the pen-

nies were going and how 
we were helping kids.

Before we started col-
lecting pennies or trick-
or-treating, there was the 
famous Hurleyville Hal-
loween parade. We started 
in front of the old firehouse 
(now MobileMedic) and 
right in front of the school 
(now the Sullivan County 
Museum). We marched to 
town and around what was 
Cliff Forest’s Citgo gas sta-
tion (now Chick’s), where I 
later worked as a teenager, 
and back up to the starting 
point.

We all faced the school, 
and the judges were on the 
lawn of the school over-
looking us in our costumes. 
Awards were handed out 
and then it was off into the 
night collecting for UNI-
CEF and candy for us.

It was not until the 1960s 
or early 1970s that the fire 
department gave rides on 
the firetruck. The trucks 
were not conducive to rid-
ing in the back. The fire 
department gave rides 
for many years until once 
again the trucks were de-
signed in such a way as to 
not be conducive to riding 
in the back.

From the Firehouse

PHOTO PROVIDED
Here’s a photo from a past Halloween in Hurleyville. If 
you would like to try to identify the people in the photo, 
email   your guesses to us at hurleysent@hotmail.com for 
a chance to win a prize.

PHOTO PROVIDED

MILK CARTONS AND MARCHING…
A Halloween Memory

PAPER CLIPS…
by Elaine Corrington

Best Holiday in October…
Halloween or National Doorbell Day?

When looking through old photos and recalling memories of 
Hurleyville, almost everyone remembers their early Halloween 
celebrations from school, the neighborhoods where they lived, 
trick-or-treating, and the parades. Oh, and perhaps sneaking 
some extra candy from chatting neighbors who came out to 
share the fun. 

You can start to wonder when and where Halloween started. 
Was it in the early days of our country- and when did Hurleyville 
start to become a town with streets and houses so that this brand 
new holiday could bring neighbors together?  

There were no towns or traditions in 1492 or before…were 
there? 

So much history was lost with no photographs or drawings 
of the dates that buildings started to form a town, or written de-
scriptions of the building of this town! Some people kept old 
papers that were eventually destroyed over time by other peo-
ple, bad luck, the elements, or accidents. When were neighbors 
born, and how many of those first occupant family members 
kept memories that might be passed on now, when moving away 
and passing on has happened to so many people?

With computers and modern communication options avail-
able to everybody, it should be possible to figure some of this 
stuff out, shouldn’t it- especially for such a small village? When, 
why, and where did the fun holiday of Halloween start, when 
did it come to  Hurleyville? Are there more modern fun holidays 
that have come around to Hurleyville much more recently?

Turns out that this fun holiday started out long before the 
United States. It started out as the ancient Celtic festival of 
Samhain, an All-Saints Day in the 8th century at the end of har-
vest festivals. The evening before was called All Hallows Eve, 
and later became Halloween in Ireland, United Kingdom, and 
Northern France. On this night, it was believed that the ghosts 
of the dead returned to Earth. The celebrants would light bon-
fires and dress in frightening costumes to confuse the Spirits and 
ward them off. In 609 AD, All Hallows Eve became Halloween.  
AAAHHH!!!!  But… long before was there a Hurleyville? No 
documentation of the town at that time, or even of the United 
States! Was the history lost, or were there no human brains in 
the land yet to communicate habitation?

When new immigrants finally made their way to the newly 
discovered continent and explored the unoccupied territory, 
some found places that appealed to them to live lives they val-
ued. In the late 1800’s, Halloween traditions spread as the popu-
lation grew, and less religious superstition began to be noted in 
this modern civilization. Games to celebrate harvest and share 
stories of the dead, dancing, and singing entered the picture. 

It was still not a kid-friendly holiday. Toward 1900, nation-
al popularity of Halloween widened to add humor. There are 
stories of neighbors visiting and entering unlocked doors into 
houses with no light sources and creepy touching from unseen 
items and unrecognizable sounds. Seems like children drifted 
away from the Halloween of their parents, and they stepped up 
the change- eventually with grown-up help!  

Today, even the family pets get involved, with costumes and 
going from house-to-house trick-or-treating. And all of this has 
pushed forward the celebrations and community yearly events 
and Halloween (although not a day OFF, darn it) continues to 
be celebrated with trick-or-treating, community parades, scary 
visual and auditory moments hidden behind buildings, trees, 
plants, decorations, sounds, and modern electronic enhance-
ments etc. for that not-even-remembered original population of 
ghosts.

Halloween is a tradition that has changed much more than 
other holidays on our calendars. It is still on the same date, al-
though occasionally will change some events due to conflicts. 

When you talk to people who have lived in Hurleyville all 
their lives, the memories are more affectionate than horrifying, 
and represent a look back for their families past and present, 
friends, children, new and old business operators, home-towners 
and newbies. Questionable characters are even re-called. 

Are you inspired to look at some Hurleyville history and find 
out other memories that you could share with friends or new-
comers in the future? Then check out the nicely organized web-
site, hurleyvilleny.com.  The Sullivan County Museum on Main 
Street also has opportunities to learn about the past and present 
of this town!  

And, If you are all about newer history; perhaps you might 
like to explore the much newer holiday that is actually celebrat-
ed on Halloween. That holiday started in 2017, and is called 
National Doorbell Day. It may share Hurleyville history if we 
look around: the piped air doorbell was invented in 1831!

You might want to look around town while trick-or-treating to 
see if you can find one of the original doorbells. Wouldn’t that 
make a great display item for the Museum



business is business, and to 
a robber whose soul is in his 
profession, there is a lure and 
a challenge about a very old 
and very feeble man who has 
no account at the bank, and 
who pays for his few neces-
sities at the village store with 
Spanish gold and silver mint-
ed two centuries ago.

Messrs. Ricci, Czanek, and 
Silva selected the night of 
April 11th for their call. Mr. 
Ricci and Mr. Silva were to 
interview the poor old gen-
tleman, whilst Mr. Czanek 
waited for them and their 
presumable metallic burden 
with a covered motor-car in 
Ship Street, by the gate in the 
tall rear wall of their hosts 
grounds. Desire to avoid 
needless explanations in case 
of unexpected police intru-
sions prompted these plans 
for a quiet and unostentatious 
departure.

As prearranged, the three 
adventurers started out sepa-
rately in order to prevent 
any evil-minded suspicions 
afterward. Messrs. Ricci and 
Silva met in Water Street 
by the old man’s front gate, 
and although they did not 
like the way the moon shone 
down upon the painted stones 
through the budding branch-

es of the gnarled trees, they 
had more important things 
to think about than mere idle 
superstition. They feared it 
might be unpleasant work 
making the Terrible Old Man 
loquacious concerning his 
hoarded gold and silver, for 
aged sea-captains are notably 
stubborn and perverse. Still, 
he was very old and very 
feeble, and there were two 
visitors. Messrs. Ricci and 
Silva were experienced in the 
art of making unwilling per-
sons voluble, and the screams 
of a weak and exceptionally 
venerable man can be easily 

muffled. So they moved up 
to the one lighted window 
and heard the Terrible Old 
Man talking childishly to 
his bottles with pendulums. 
Then they donned masks 
and knocked politely at the 
weather-stained oaken door.

Waiting seemed very long 
to Mr. Czanek as he fidg-
eted restlessly in the covered 
motor-car by the Terrible 
Old Man’s back gate in Ship 
Street. He was more than 
ordinarily tender-hearted, 
and he did not like the hid-
eous screams he had heard 
in the ancient house just af-

ter the hour appointed for 
the deed. Had he not told his 
colleagues to be as gentle as 
possible with the pathetic old 
sea-captain? Very nervously 
he watched that narrow oak-
en gate in the high and ivy-
clad stone wall. Frequently 
he consulted his watch, and 
wondered at the delay. Had 
the old man died before re-
vealing where his treasure 
was hidden, and had a thor-
ough search become neces-
sary? 

Mr. Czanek did not like to 
wait so long in the dark in 
such a place. Then he sensed 
a soft tread or tapping on the 
walk inside the gate, heard a 
gentle fumbling at the rusty 
latch, and saw the narrow, 
heavy door swing inward. 
And in the pallid glow of 
the single dim street-lamp he 
strained his eyes to see what 
his colleagues had brought 
out of that sinister house 
which loomed so close be-
hind. But when he looked, 
he did not see what he had 
expected; for his colleagues 
were not there at all, but only 
the Terrible Old Man leaning 
quietly on his knotted cane 
and smiling hideously. Mr. 
Czanek had never before no-
ticed the colour of that mans 
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THE TERRIBLE OLD MAN
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Fallsburg pre-K instructors are (left to right) Jennifer Var-
ner, Amy Saravia, Mindy Conciatori, and Tiffany Menendez. 

PHOTO PROVIDED

Pictured from left, NAMI Exec. Dir. Lori Schneider, ATI Exec. 
Dir. Deborah Worden, Monticello Kiwanians Kathy Garlick 
and Sheila Lashinsky, and Woodridge Kiwanian Sue Kasof-
sky 

Happy October! Here at 
the library, we are celebrating 
with a brand new Take Home 
Murder Mystery kit for ages 
11+ starting October 10! We 
will have Halloween themed 
Take & Make craft kits for 
kids and adults starting Octo-
ber 17. Call, email aletohic@
rcls.org, or Facebook mes-
sage us to reserve your kit(s). 

The month of October is 
also when libraries across 
New York State participate 
in The Great Give Back. The 
Great Give Back gives librar-
ies and their patrons the op-
portunity to give back to their 
communities. This year we 
will be collecting donations 
for Catskill Animal Rescue in 
Ferndale. We’ll be collecting 
gently used blankets and tow-
els, unopened pet food, new 
pet toys, paper towels, and 
other cleaning supplies. Call 

the library at 845-436-6067 
and speak to Amanda for 
more information. You can 
also donate to them via their 
Amazon Wish List on their 
website catskillanimalrescue.
net, be sure to mention Falls-
burg Library! We will start 
collecting donations on Octo-
ber 1 (via our bookdrop when 
we are closed) and continue 
throughout the whole month 
of October.

Don’t forget, you can ac-
cess so many online library 
options via our website and 
the Libby app. The online li-
brary is open 24/7. Keep up to 
date with all things Fallsburg 
Library by following us on 
social media. As always, we 
thank you for your unending 
support for our cozy library. 
We couldn’t do what we do 
without all of you!

In the spirit of Halloween, 
The Hurleyville Sentinel of-
fers this short story, written 
on January 28, 1920, and 
originally published in Try-
out magazine in 1921. It is in 
the public domain.

It was the design of Angelo 
Ricci and Joe Czanek and 
Manuel Silva to call on the 
Terrible Old Man. This old 
man dwells all alone in a very 
ancient house on Water Street 
near the sea, and is reputed to 
be both exceedingly rich and 
exceedingly feeble; which 
forms a situation very attrac-
tive to men of the profession 
of Messrs. Ricci, Czanek, 
and Silva, for that profession 
was nothing less dignified 
than robbery.

The inhabitants of King-
sport say and think many 
things about the Terrible Old 
Man which generally keep 
him safe from the attention of 
gentlemen like Mr. Ricci and 
his colleagues, despite the al-
most certain fact that he hides 
a fortune of indefinite mag-
nitude somewhere about his 
musty and venerable abode. 
He is, in truth, a very strange 
person, believed to have been 
a captain of East India clipper 
ships in his day; so old that 
no one can remember when 
he was young, and so taciturn 
that few know his real name. 

Among the gnarled trees in 
the front yard of his aged and 
neglected place he maintains 
a strange collection of large 
stones, oddly grouped and 
painted so that they resemble 
the idols in some obscure 
Eastern temple. This collec-
tion frightens away most of 
the small boys who love to 

taunt the Terrible Old Man 
about his long white hair and 
beard, or to break the small-
paned windows of his dwell-
ing with wicked missiles; but 
there are other things which 
frighten the older and more 
curious folk who sometimes 
steal up to the house to peer 
in through the dusty panes. 

These folk say that on a 
table in a bare room on the 
ground floor are many pecu-
liar bottles, in each a small 
piece of lead suspended pen-
dulum-wise from a string. 
And they say that the Terrible 
Old Man talks to these bot-
tles, addressing them by such 
names as Jack, Scar-Face, 
Long Tom, Spanish Joe, Pe-
ters, and Mate Ellis, and that 
whenever he speaks to a bot-
tle the little lead pendulum 
within makes certain definite 
vibrations as if in answer.

Those who have watched 
the tall, lean, Terrible Old 
Man in these peculiar con-
versations, do not watch 
him again. But Angelo Ricci 
and Joe Czanek and Manuel 
Silva were not of Kingsport 
blood; they were of that new 
and heterogeneous alien 
stock which lies outside the 
charmed circle of New Eng-
land life and traditions, and 
they saw in the Terrible Old 
Man merely a tottering, al-
most helpless grey-beard, 
who could not walk without 
the aid of his knotted cane, 
and whose thin, weak hands 
shook pitifully. They were re-
ally quite sorry in their way 
for the lonely, unpopular old 
fellow, whom everybody 
shunned, and at whom all the 
dogs barked singularly. But 

FCSD’s Revised Pre-K 
Program Begins

Kiwanis Clubs Reach Out
to NAMI and ATI

MONTICELLO SCHOOL 
DISTRICT DEDICATES 

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 
At Emma Chase School
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FALLSBURG 
LIBRARY

by Amanda Letohic
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eyes; now he saw that they 
were yellow.

Little things make consid-
erable excitement in little 
towns, which is the reason 
that Kingsport people talked 
all that spring and summer 
about the three unidentifi-
able bodies, horribly slashed 
as with many cutlasses, and 
horribly mangled as by the 
tread of many cruel boot-
heels, which the tide washed 
in. And some people even 
spoke of things as trivial as 
the deserted motor-car found 
in Ship Street, or certain es-

pecially inhuman cries, prob-
ably of a stray animal or 
migratory bird, heard in the 
night by wakeful citizens. 
But in this idle village gos-
sip the Terrible Old Man took 
no interest at all. He was by 
nature reserved, and when 
one is aged and feeble, one’s 
reserve is doubly strong. 
Besides, so ancient a sea-
captain must have witnessed 
scores of things much more 
stirring in the far-off days of 
his unremembered youth.

Happy Halloween, every-
one!

An original short story by H.P. Lovecraft   

FALLSBURG – On the first 
day of classes at Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary School on 
September 7, the Pre-K staff 
welcomed families to the re-
vised program. Children will 
now be in school for a full 
day instead of two separate 
half-day sessions. 

A second classroom has 
been added that will have bi-
lingual instruction in English 
and Spanish. Teacher Mindy 
Conciatori and teaching as-
sistant Jennifer Varner will 
continue teaching the in reg-
ular classroom; teacher Amy 
Saravia, who has taught Pre-
K and Kindergarten for the 
past several years at BCES, 
and teaching assistant Tif-
fany Menendez, will conduct 
the bi-lingual class.

Classroom size will be a 
maximum of 18 children. 
The daily schedule will be 
the same as the rest of the 
school, so the students can 
take the school bus, and, like 
other students, families have 
the option to drop-off and 
pick-up children. The school 
day begins with a brief meet-
ing to orient students for the 
day. Breakfast in the class-

room follows. Students will 
then attend “specials” such as 
gym and music for forty-five 
minutes. These classes are 
new to Pre-K this year.

Just after 11 a.m., teach-
ers will provide reading and 
English language arts until 
12;30 p.m. After lunch in the 
classroom, students return 
for a one hour nap. When 
explaining the schedule to 
families on the first day, Ms. 
Conciatori and Ms. Saravia 
encouraged them to have 
their children bring favorite 
stuffies or blankets that they 
like to sleep with. The Dis-
trict will provide comfortable 
sleeping mats labeled for in-
dividual children.

Toward the close of the day, 
there is an hour of math. By 3 

MONTICELLO – The Ki-
wanis Clubs of Monticello 
and Woodridge joined to-
gether to bring some happi-
ness to individuals serviced 
by NAMI Sullivan County 
(National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness) and Action To-
ward Independence (ATI). 
They presented little gifts 
and Thinking of You Cards 
to NAMI Executive Direc-
tor Lori Schneider and ATI 
Executive Director Deborah 
Worden. Aktion Club of Sul-
livan County, which is spon-
sored by both Kiwanis Clubs 
also made and contributed 
beautiful cards. The club 
comprises individuals with 
various degrees of disabili-
ties affiliated with Arc The 
Greater Hudson Valley, The 
Center for Discovery and 
New Hope Community.   

The gifts included an as-
sortment of dancing solar 
flowers, hats, artificial flow-
ering plants, mugs, Find the 
Word and Crossword Puz-
zles, playing cards, stuffed 
animals, tootsie pops, hard 
candies as well as little toys 
and games for homeless 

families with children who 
are served by ATI. 

“The people served by 
NAMI Sullivan County are 
going to love not only the 
gifts and cards but especially 
that someone took the time to 
think of them and do some-
thing special for them,” Ms. 
Schneider said. 

In conveying her apprecia-
tion to both Kiwanis clubs, 
Ms. Worden said “individu-
als with disabilities face 
many challenges and some-
one taking the time to convey 
a thoughtful message goes a 
long way in helping them 
through a difficult time.”    

The Kiwanis Clubs have 
reached out to many agen-
cies in the past year with the 
main mission of giving back 
to the community and let-
ting them know that there are 
people who care for them.  

For more information 
about Kiwanis Clubs, call 
Monticello President Mar-
vin Rappaport at (845) 701-
1655 or Woodridge President 
Diane Garritt at (845) 434-
7023.

WURTSBORO-- The 
Emma C. Chase Elementary 
School held a dedication cer-
emony for its new outdoor 
classroom, a project led by 
Eagle Scout David Cooper. 
David is a current senior at 
the Monticello High School, 
and an alum of the Chase 
school. He worked with his 
troop (Troop 92) to design 
and construct the classroom – 
six large tables and benches, 
and a podium on a soft mulch 
bed under the shade of a large 
tree in the school’s back field.  

The materials for the proj-
ect were funded through Sul-
livan 180’s Healthier Gener-
ation grant, an initiative that 
strives to improve health and 
wellness in the youth of Sul-
livan County. Troop 92, the 
Town of Wurtsboro and So-
cial Emotional Wellness Fa-
cilitator MaryAnn Swensen 
all played an integral role in 
bringing the project to frui-
tion. 

“There were many hours 
and hard work that went into 
this project,” Mr. Frandino 
said, addressing the entire 
student body. “It was a great 

example of cooperation and 
communication, and we 
thank everyone who was in-
volved.”   

PHOTO PROVIDED

Pictured at the dedication event are (L to R): Cortney Larson, Healthier Generation Co-
ordinator for Sullivan 180; Meaghan Mullalley-Gorr, Director of Health and Wellness for 
Sullivan 180; Chase Social Emotional Wellness Facilitator MaryAnn Swensen; Chase Prin-
cipal William Frandino; Eagle Scout David Cooper; Troop 92 Leader Paul Langowski; and 
David’s parents: Dina and David Cooper.  

p.m., it is time to pack up and 
prepare to leave. Since the 
program is new, teachers and 
administrative staff will be 
closely evaluating how this 
first year progresses. Parents 
were enthusiastic about hav-
ing the children in the hands 
of the experienced teaching 
staff for the full school day.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

by Win Hadley

FA L L S B U R G — T h e 
Fallsburg High School 
football team hasn’t often 
strung together victories 
lately, but the team found 
itself in the midst of a two 
game winning streak as 
this edition of the Sentinel 
went to press.

The Comets have start-
ed the current eight-man 
season with a 2-0 record. 
They hosted the Bulldogs 
of Sullivan West in a con-
ference game on Friday 
night, September 30, the 
results of which were un-
available at press time. 

Fallsburg opened the 
2022 season at home on 
September 9 with an im-
pressive 33-0 shutout of 
the Eagles of Onteora 
High in a non-league con-
test. Senior quarterback 
Andrew Rein, Jr. led the 
Comets on offense, as he 
completed 14 of 25 pass 
attempts for 149 yards and 
a touchdown, and rushed 
the ball 17 times for 100 
yards.

Junior Isaiah Young was 
on the receiving end of the 
touchdown pass, and end-
ed up the game with five 
receptions for 37 yards. 
Young also intercepted 
a pass and returned it 40 
yards.

Fallsburg next opened 
its conference schedule on 
September 24 with a hard-
fought 20-14 road win 
over Livingston Manor-
Roscoe.

Rein was able to connect 

on only two of 11 passes in 
the game for 47 yards, but 
he did rack up 175 yards 
on the ground, carrying 
the ball 16 times.

Mateo Scanna has been 
the standout defensive 
player for the Comets so 
far this year, recording an 
average of 8.5 tackles and 
1.3 sacks per game.

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. 
The first person to email the most correct answers to hur-
leysent@hotmail.com will win a prize. Have fun!

October Questions:
 1. What is the only World Series that featured 
  two teams that had both finished in last place 
  the previous year?
 2. What pitcher has won more World Series 
  games in his career (10) than any other, and 
  also lost more (8)? 
 3. What year marked the first time a World 
  Series game was played in November? 
 4. The Chicago Cubs won the 2016 World 
  Series over the Cleveland Indians. How long 
  had it been since the Cubs had previously won 
  a World Series?
 5. The 2019 World Series between the 
  Washington Nationals and Houston Astros 
  marked the first time something ever 
  happened in a seven game championship 
  series in any major sport. What was it? 

Last month's answers:
 1. What is the nickname of the sports teams representing 
  Fallsburg High School? Comets
 2. What is the nickname of the sports teams representing 
  Monticello High School? Panthers
 3. What is the nickname of the sports teams representing 
  Liberty High School? Indians
 4. What is the nickname of the sports teams representing 
  Tri-Valley High School? Bears
 5. What is the nickname of the sports teams representing 
  Sullivan West High School? Bulldogs

No winner last month.

by Amy Kapp

When Rails-to-Trails Con-
servancy (RTC) first met Ian 
Mackay in August of 2019, 
he hadn’t yet broken the 
Guinness World Record for 
the longest distance cov-
ered in 24 hours in a mouth-
controlled power wheel-
chair—an accomplishment 
he achieved this past June.

He had, at that time, how-
ever, just surpassed 1,000 
consecutive days—that’s 
some 2.7 years’ worth of 
days in a row—of getting 
out on a trail, a feat that few 
die-hard trail users could 
brag of.

He had wrapped up long-
distance trips on multiple 
western portions of the de-
veloping 3,700-mile Great 
American Rail-Trail®.

And he spoke of the day 
he might, someday, ride the 
finished Great American 
route, which is more than 
halfway complete and con-
nects Mackay’s home state 
of Washington and the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

“I might need a faster 
chair,” he said jovially in a 
2019 Rails to Trails maga-
zine article.

This week, Mackay made 

it clear that he’s decided not 
to wait.

On Wednesday, Sept. 21, 
flanked by a crowd of well-
wishers, Mackay and team-
mates momentously depart-
ed on a 12-day ride along 
the 475-mile easternmost 
portion of the Great Ameri-
can Rail-Trail, from D.C. to 
Columbus, Ohio. This latest 
trek—a project of Ian’s Ride, 
which he founded in 2017, 
the United Spinal Associa-
tion (USA) and RTC—was 
designed to raise awareness 
around the importance of, 
and need for, more access to 
the outdoors for people with 
mobility impairments and 
other disabilities.

“We are thrilled to cheer 
on Ian as he sets off along 
the Great American Rail-
Trail,” said Kevin Belanger, 
RTC’s project manager for 
the Great American. “We 
hope it serves as an inspi-
ration for what is possible 
when we prioritize acces-
sibility in creating and con-
necting outdoor infrastruc-
ture.”

Mackay has relied on a 
power wheelchair to stay 
connected to nature and the 
outdoors since 2008, when 
a spinal cord injury from a 

bike crash left him a quad-
riplegic. After several years 
of what he calls a dark time 
in his life, Mackay was able 
to gain more independence 
outside with the help of a 
motorized wheelchair pow-
ered by sip-and-puff inputs, 
and improved voice-rec-
ognition technology on his 
smartphone.

As he said in 2019, the 
Olympic Discovery Trail—a 
90-miles-and-growing rail-
trail that runs near his home 
in Washington—called to 
him. “The trail is where I 
found my solace,” affirmed 
Mackay, who is a field bi-
ologist by training and a na-
ture lover.

Eventually putting up to 
20 miles a day on the trail—
he started seeking new chal-
lenges and joked with his 
mom about riding across 
the state. “She laughed—
but within a few months we 
ironed out the details and 
made it happen,” he stated.

Recognizing the need in 
America to make trails more 
accessible to all who wish 
to use them, Mackay has 
since used his voice, both 
in Washington State and on 
Capitol Hill, to advocate for 
change.

A HAPPY PLACE

FIFTY YEARS AGO… 
Sullivan Booters Hit Rock Bottom

by John Conway

FALLSBURG – The month 
of October in 1972—50 years 
ago—was not kind to the soc-
cer team at Sullivan County 
Community College. Not 
only was the team winless on 
the year, it suffered more than 
one humiliating loss during 
the month, which ended with 
the Generals at the bottom of 
the Mid-Hudson Conference 

standings.
The month started out for 

the Generals on Tuesday, 
October 3, with a road game 
against Westchester Commu-
nity College in Valhalla. Un-
fortunately for Sullivan, the 
13-0 final score was a portent 
of things to come during the 
ensuing weeks of the season.

The Vikings scored seven 
times in the first half and six 
times in the second half to 

improve their conference re-
cord to 3-0 with the win. The 
Generals fell to 0-2 in the 
conference with the loss.

Things didn’t get much 
better two weeks later when 
the perennially strong Colts 
from Orange County Com-
munity College came to 
Fallsburg to take on the Gen-
erals. The Colts barraged Sul-
livan goalie Charles Carter 
with 55 shots on goal enroute 
to a 5-0 win. The Generals 
managed only eight shots on 
goal in dropping another con-
ference game, and if not for 
the overworked Carter’s in-
spired play in goal, the score 
likely would have been much 
worse..

The Generals fell to 0-6 in 
conference play on Wednes-
day, October 25 when they 
travelled to Stone Ridge to 
take on the Senators of Ul-
ster County Community 
College, 11-1 overall on the 
season and 5-1 in conference 
play. Twelve different Ulster 
County players scored goals 
on the afternoon as the Sena-
tors cruised to an 18-0 win. 

The month of October 
came to an eerie end for the 
Generals on Saturday, Octo-
ber 28, as a bus carrying the 
Staten Island Community 
College soccer team up Route 
17 for an afternoon game in 
Fallsburg mysteriously be-
gan to sway from side to side 
as it crested the mountain at 
High View. The driver of the 
bus was unable to regain con-
trol, and finally ditched it in 
the center median where if 
flipped on its side.

Eighteen passengers on the 
bus were injured in the acci-
dent, one critically. Needless 
to say, the soccer game was 
cancelled.
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by fellow speakers, includ-
ing Kevin Belanger of RTC; 
Monica Wiley, D.C. Chapter 
advocacy coordinator for 
USA; Jeremy Buzzell, na-
tional accessibility program 
team coordinator for the Na-
tional Park Service; and Ju-
liette Rizzo, an RTC board 
member, disability advocate 
and former Ms. Wheelchair 
America.

“I want to thank Ian … 
for everything he is doing 
[to show] what accessibility 
looks like and how people 
with disabilities do have 
the right to have access to 
the land, access to nature,” 
said Monica Wiley, who was 
paralyzed as a child from the 
waist down and who now 
walks with a cane.

“It’s important for us to 
show that we have the right 
to have access to [everything 
that] everyone else has the 
opportunity to do. And to be 
able to socialize. And to be 
able to ride,” added Wiley, 
who is an avid trike rider.

“As a person who is se-
verely immuno-compro-
mised, and could not come 
out during the pandemic, 
not even to get groceries, 
for two years—this is my 
first day out, Ian, because 
of you,” proclaimed Juliette 
Rizzo. “You’re bringing 
people outside, but you’re 
also giving them a voice.”

Added Rizzo, “I am a 
proud member of RTC, and 
[I’m proud] of all the great 
things that rail-trails do, and 
can do, as we form the com-
munity that Ian is talking 
about. Rail-trails are where 
communities begin.”

Jeremy Buzzell empha-
sized the importance right 
now of having a national 
dialogue on accessibility, 
mentioning the Biden Ad-
ministration’s resuscitation 
of the Federal Interagency 
Council on Outdoor Recre-
ation and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Interior’s strategic 
plan, which specifically calls 
out the need to increase ac-
cess to recreation for under-
served communities.

“This is the perfect time … 
to have these conversations. 
To have Ian set an example 
for others, and to encourage 
people to get out,” he said. 
“The more people with dis-
abilities we have coming 
to parks and demonstrating 
their ability to access our 
wonderful natural places, 
the more we’re going to re-
spond as an agency.”

Ian’s ride on the Great 
American Rail-Trail comes 
as several priorities are being 
pursued in Congress. RTC 
is championing funding for 
the Active Transportation 
Infrastructure Investment 
Program, which would pro-

vide focused investment for 
connecting trail and active 
transportation infrastructure, 
creating seamless routes for 
walking, biking and wheel-
chair use that is separated 
from vehicle traffic. United 
Spinal is pushing for leg-
islation to lift Medicare’s 
“in-the-home” rule, which 
restricts Medicare coverage 
of wheelchairs and wheel-
chair components that are 
designed to function outside 
of a person’s home, includ-
ing outdoor environments.

After the ceremony, Mack-
ay formally started the ride 
accompanied by his team-
mates and dozens of sup-
porters who rode alongside 
him in wheelchairs and on 
bikes from the National Mall 
to the C&O Canal Towpath 
trailhead in Georgetown. 
Chants of “Let’s go, Ian!” 
filled the background.

Before his departure in the 
morning, Mackay also gave 
an update.

“I’ve continued to ride,” 
he said. “I haven’t missed a 
day in almost six years out 
on the trail, and I’m so ex-
cited to get out here.”

This article was originally 
published by Rails-to-Trails 
Conservancy’s TrailBlog 
on Sept. 23, 2022. It has 
been republished here with 
permission.

“I found my happy place. 
I found my passion [on the 
Olympic Discovery Trail],” 
he said to a crowd who had 
gathered at the National 
Mall to see him off on his 
12-day journey. He added, 
“We’ve really been able 
to develop community [by 

bringing other people out 
on the trail with me]. That’s 
what trails are. Having in-
frastructure where we can 
all meet and do something 
in a safe and accessible way 
is spectacular.”

During the launch cer-
emony, Mackay was joined 
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