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HURLEYVILLE—
Spurred on by the mo-
mentum of a successful
inaugural year in 2022, the
Hurleyville Hub community
group is already gearing up
for a bigger and better year
in 2023.

The group holds its first
official meeting of the year
this month, but members
have been brainstorming
and comparing notes via
group emails more or less
regularly since last year’s
successful Holiday in Hur-
leyville event ended in De-
cember.

Hurleyville Hub, just or-
ganized in 2022, has about
30 members, representing
all of the businesses in the
hamlet as well as non-prof-
its such as the Hurleyville
Performing Arts Centre, the
Sullivan County Historical
Society and Museum, the
Hurleyville United Method-
ist Church, the Hurleyville
Fire Department and Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First.

In-person meetings typically
attract about a dozen attend-
ees.

Group member Denise
Sullivan said that dates have
already been selected for
a number of the season’s
events, including two sum-
mer festivals—events that

debuted last year—sched-
uled for Thursday, July 20
and Thursday, August 17.
In 2022, the August festival
was one of the group’s most
well-attended, estimated to
have attracted more than
800 people to Hurleyville
for vendors, music, food and

HPAC ANNOUNCES NEW SERIES

Step Into Ballroom Dance

HURLEYVILLE - In its
ongoing effort to provide

innovative  programming
for the community, the Hur-
leyville Performing Arts
Centre has announced a new
series of programs under the
umbrella “Step into Ball-
room Dance.”

HPAC is calling the of-
fering “a unique and unfor-
gettable four-week series
of classic ballroom dance
films, paired with a glass of
wine or beer and tapas by
Tango Café, and an exhila-
rating ballroom dance class
led by acclaimed instruc-
tor Edgar Osorio of Osorio
Dancesport.” The entire se-
ries takes place at the Hur-
leyville Performing Arts
Centre, 219 Main Street in
Hurleyville.

Tickets are $40 per person

per session. They are avail-
able for each evening sepa-
rately, or tickets to all four
events can be purchased as
a package for $160.

The series runs on consec-
utive Thursday evenings be-
ginning at 5:30. HPAC will
first screen “a beloved ball-
room dance film” in order
to introduce Ballroom and
Latin dance styles. After the
movie, at 7:30 p.m., partic-
ipants will adjourn to the
upstairs ballroom for a glass
of wine or beer and tapas
provided by Chef Jonathan
Martinez of Tango Café.
Then to complete the eve-
ning, HPAC’s professional
Ballroom and Latin dance
instructor, Edgar Osorio, of
Osorio Dancesport, will in-
troduce participants to the
dances that were highlight-

by John Conway

ed in the film with a lesson
suited for all levels of dance
experience.
The schedule for the programs
is as follows:
Thursday, March 16 - Intro-
duction to Ballroom
Film: Shall We Dance (2004)
Step into the glamorous
world of ballroom dance with
acclaimed instructor Edgar
Osorio.
Thursday, March 23 - The
Latin Dance Tradition
Film: Dance With Me (1998)
Experience the passion and
rhythm of Latin dance.
Thursday, March 30 - Ball-
room Fusion
Film: Take the Lead (2006)
Get ready to mix it up.
Thursday, April 6 - Any Body
Can Dance
Film: Musical Chairs (2007)
Unleash your inner dancer.

ABOUT OUR HEADLINE

This month’s headline is self-explanatory, and refers to the work being done to promote the
hamlet by the fledgling organization Hurleyville Hub. The Sentinel thinks the visionary and
energetic members of the group deserve a huge thank you and wishes them great success
in the future. After all, their success means success for all of us in Hurleyville. Hurleyville Hub
has already begun planning events for the upcoming summer, fall, and winter, and holds its
first in-person meeting of the year this month. For the group, it is definitely “full speed ahead.”

amusements.

Also already on the sched-
ule for 2023 are the second
annual Scarecrow Festival,
scheduled this year for Sun-
day, October 8, and Holiday
in Hurleyville, scheduled for
Saturday, December 2. The
Scarecrow Festival, featur-

ing activities with a Hallow-
een theme, was first held last
fall, and proved to be a good
enough draw to make it an
annual event. The Holiday
in Hurleyville event start-
ed in 2017, and except for
2020, when it was not held
due to the lingering pandem-

ic, it has been held every
December since, with more
and better features added
each year.

Last year’s Holiday in
Hurleyville event was a per-
fect example of the tweak-
ing the group typically does
as it searches for exactly the

FULL SPEED AHEAD

Hurleywlle Hub Gearing Up ...

right formula for staging a
successful event. After an-
alyzing the success of the
first ever Scarecrow Festi-
val in October, for which
businesses and other groups
constructed scarecrows of
various designs and dis-
played them around town,

SENTINEL FILE PHOTOS
the group added a similar
wrinkle to the Holiday in
Hurleyville event.

The group chose the snow-
man—or more accurately,
the snowperson— as the
theme of the daylong festiv-
ities, and the creatures, some
intricately constructed, and
in a wide range of costum-
ing, appeared throughout the
hamlet. After the conclusion
of an event, such new addi-
tions are carefully evaluated
as to their effectiveness and
there is always an open mind
for new and innovative sug-
gestions for change.

There has been discussion
about adding a spring event
to the schedule, but plans are
incomplete at present, and
adding any new festival to
the calendar will likely have
to wait for next year. In the
meantime, save the dates
for this year’s activities, be-
cause each one promises to
be bigger and better than last
year.

HISTORY HIKE SCHEDULED FOR CELEBRATE TRAILS DAY
Mark Your Calendars

by Win Hadley

HURLEYVILLE — The
Milk Train Trail will be the
venue for another in a long
line of popular Hurleyville
History Hikes next month,
this time to once again
commemorate national Cel-
ebrate Trails Day on Satur-
day, April 22. The hike will
begin at 2 p.m.

Hosted on the fourth
Saturday of April, Cele-
brate Trails Day is an an-
nual spring celebration of
America’s trails. Started by
Rails-to-Trails Conservan-
cy in 2013, the celebration
encourages people across
the country to get outside
and enjoy the nation’s ex-
ceptional trails and trail
systems.

Sullivan County Histori-
an John Conway has been
hosting and narrating the
hikes for the past several
years, and will once again
do the honors.

“The idea is to get out-
side, enjoy the incredible
scenery, and experience the
majestic beauty nature has
bestowed on our area, so we
want everyone to be able to
participate, regardless of
stamina or mobility issues.
And they can learn some
local history at the same
time,” Mr. Conway says.

The historical topics cov-
ered on the hike will include
the impact of the railroad on
the farms and resorts of the
Hurleyville area, the 1907
Hurleyville train wreck, the
native American Lenape

tribe, their language and
their culture, the tanning in-
dustry, and more.

“Both farming and the
tourism industry in Sullivan
County owe much to the
railroad,” Mr. Conway says.
“And in fact, Hurleyville
was really created with the
arrival of the Midland Rail-
road in the 1870s. There
wasn’t much here prior to
that. It is pretty cool that
the thing that established
the community in the first
place has been reincarnated
as a trail that is the linchpin
of the revitalization of the
community today.”

Mr. Conway says that af-
ter the long winter season,
the Hurleyville History
Hike presents an opportuni-
ty for everyone to improve

SON OF HURLEYVILE HOTEL OWNERS PENS BOOK
Mark Kramer's “Borscht Belt Boy”

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE — Like
many Sullivan County ho-
tels, Kramer’s on Luzon
Lake had several incarna-
tions, starting life as the Par-
amount Manor, and ending
up as the Empire State Mu-
sic Camp. In his 2022 book,
“Borscht Belt Boy: Recol-
lections of a Hotel Brat”,
Mark Kramer tells the inside
story of the two versions his
parents ran.

The Kramer family bought
the Paramount Manor Hotel
in 1944. Prior to the pur-
chase, the Paramount Man-
or, which touted itself as the
“Hotel of Happiness,” was
most famous as the scene of
the September, 1936 Murder,
Inc. killing of jitney driver
Irving Ashkenas, whose shot
and stabbed body was dis-
covered hanging out of his
cab in the hotel driveway.

 BORSCHT BELT BOY
Recallctions of a Fotel Grat
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By the mid-forties, when
the Kramers purchased the
hotel, Murder, Inc. had been
largely dismantled, at least
as far as the Catskills were
concerned, and things were
much more tranquil under
the new owners.

Mark Kramer’s insights
into the operation of a small
hotel—the struggles, the
joys, the tsuris—throughout
the heyday and the demise
of the Sullivan County resort

industry will be very famil-
iar to those who have studied
the subject, and eye-open-
ing to those who have not.
He augments his stories
with a number of black and
white photographs— which
add much, but should have
been bigger—and overall
the book has a homey feel,
much like the hotel itself
must have.

One section of the book
deals with the hotel’s rebirth
as the Empire State Music
Camp, under the guidance
of longtime Fallsburg mu-
sic teacher and town board
member Joe LaRuffa. That
is a nice touch, especially for
those who knew Mr. LaRuf-
fa.

“Borscht Belt Boy” is in-
dependently published in pa-
perback; it is 147 pages. The
book sells for $16.95 and is
available on Amazon.com.
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their mood, boost their en-
ergy level, and exercise
their mind as well as their
body.

“We always say that reg-
ular use of the Milk Train
Trail is a way to a happi-
er, healthier life,” he says.
“The Rails to Trails Con-
servancy’s Celebrate Trails
Day is the perfect chance

for people to find out for

themselves what we’re
talking about.”
Details are still being

firmed up, and there will be
more about the Celebrate
Trails Day Hurleyville His-
tory Hike in the April edi-
tion, but be sure to save the
date in the meantime.
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County, BOCES Team Up to Provide
Free Training in Construction Trades
Job-Ready After Completion of Nine-Week Course

LIBERTY —  Thanks
to a partnership between
Sullivan County’s Center
for Workforce Develop-
ment (CWD) and Sullivan
BOCES, up to 15 local res-
idents who want to gain ba-
sic carpentry skills can do so
for free, starting this April.

“While we are fortunate
to have a number of skilled
contractors in our region,
they struggle to find re-
liable, competent help to
meet the demand for their
services,” noted Sullivan
County Legislature Vice
Chair and District 3 Legis-
lator Michael Brooks, who
joined his fellow legislators
this month in unanimously
approving County funding
for this program.

“This is yet another ex-
ample of the Legislature’s
commitment to making Sul-
livan County a better place

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
Sullivan County District 3
Legislator Michael Brooks

to live and work,” added
Legislature Chair and Dis-
trict 1 Legislator Robert A.
Doherty. “I commend our
staff for thinking innova-
tively about what we can of-
fer our residents, and I thank
BOCES for joining with us
to provide this new path to
employment.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Youngsters enjoyed pizza after making “blessing bags” for folks in need at Messy Church

in February.

HURLEYVILLE
SULLIVAN-FIRST (HSF)

Hurleyville-Sullivan First
has applied for a 2023 Sul-
livan 180 Beautification
Grant. Sullivan Renaissance
made news this year when
the organization teamed up
with Sullivan 180.

The grant will enable the
group to add solar powered
strip lights to the histori-
cal kiosk in the Hurleyville
Firemen’s Park and to in-
stall wayfinding and parking
signs. The signs will direct
visitors and drivers to pub-
lic parking lots and to all the
marvelous places to visit in
Hurleyville.

Funds from the grant will
also be used to enhance and
maintain completed projects:

* the signs and stone plant-

ers at the entrances to Hur-

leyville

* the stone planter at the

Hurleyville Firehouse

* the Little Free Library at

the Hurleyville Firemen’s

Park

Everyone is welcome to
come out and help plant an-
nuals and perennials in the
barrels on Main Street and in
the stone planters. The first
planting date will be sched-
uled in the spring.

Please visitwww.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion about Hurleyville-Sulli-
van First. You can also visit
Hurleyville-Sullivan First on
Facebook.

HURLEYVILLE
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

The Bread of Life Food
Pantry at the church will be
open on Thursday, March
23 and on Thursday, March
30 from 3 until 5 p.m. The
volunteers at the food pantry
serve more than 40 families.

Sunday services at the
church begin at 9 a.m. Chil-
dren of all ages are invited to
attend Sunday school at the
church during services.

Pastor Jorge delivers ser-
mons online on Facebook at
11 a.m. on Sundays.

The Bible study group
meets in the sanctuary at the
church every Tuesday at 7
p.m.

You can pray with oth-
ers over the phone on the
church’s prayer line on Sun-
days from 7 — 8 p.m. The
prayer line phone number is
605-472-5491 and the access
code is 251678.

The next “Messy Church”
will be on Saturday, March

11 at 5 p.m. The theme in
March is “Heroes of the Bi-
ble.” “Messy Church” offers
youngsters the opportunity
to learn about the Bible in
a fun way through arts &
crafts, games, music, singing
and other fun activities. An
adult must accompany chil-
dren taking part in the fun.

Volunteers at the church
are collecting socks, gloves,
hats, underwear and diapers
for children in foster care.
They are also gathering pa-
per goods for Preventive Ser-
vices. This county program
supports parents in their ef-
forts to keep their children
safe and healthy in their own
homes. Please contact Cook-
ic at 845-428-5871 or Goldie
at 845-467-1641 for more in-
formation.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-
tion on services and activities
at the church. You can also
get updates at the church’s
page on Facebook.

THE SULLIVAN
COUNTY MUSEUM AND
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Frederick Cook So-
ciety will present a program
of Americana, folk and blue-
grass music on Saturday,
March 11 at the Museum.
The afternoon of live music,
Irish soda bread, coffee and
tea will begin at 2 p.m.

The event, hosted by Car-
ol and Aldo Troiani of Little
Sparrow, will feature perfor-
mances by Anne Baglione,
Mike Baglione, Steve Lane
and Clancy Lane. Admission
is free. Donations to support
the musicians are always ap-
preciated.

Guided tours of the Mu-
seum are available at no
charge. Please call 845-434-
8044 to make a reservation.

Anyone interested in gene-
alogy and the history of life
in Sullivan County can send
an email to info@scnyhisto-
ry.org to find out about vol-
unteering at the Museum.

Sullivan County memora-
bilia and books recounting
the history of Sullivan Coun-
ty are available at the Muse-
um gift shop.

Volunteers are available
to help visitors explore the
historical and genealogical
archives at the Museum.
The archives are open on
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. or by appointment.

The Museum, located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open from Tues-
day through Saturday from
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10 am. to 4:30 p.m. The
Museum will be closed on
Sundays until April.

Go to www.scnyhistory.
org for more information on
the Sullivan County Histori-
cal Society and the Sullivan
County Museum. You can
also visit the Sullivan Coun-
ty Historical Society and
Museum on Facebook.

COLUMBIA HILL
NEIGHBORHOOD
ALLIANCE (CHNA)

The proposed Gan Eden
Estates project comprised of
534 units on Columbia Hill is
the focus of monthly CHNA
meetings. The members of
CHNA continue to strategize
and to gather information
supporting their concerns
with the project.

The proposed project is an
endangerment to the commu-
nity and to the environment
in many ways including:

 depletion of our water

supply

» threat to our wildlife,

streams and wetlands

* harmful effects of storm

water runoff

* disastrous consequences

of wastewater treatment

plant and discharge

* increased traffic

* noise pollution

* light pollution

* electric grid capacity

Visit CHNA at www.co-
lumbiahill.org and on Face-
book to learn how you can
help to protect your environ-
ment and your community by
demanding responsible and
sustainable development.

REMEMBERING

Do you really ever forget
The hard or the fun times you’ve had?
It's part of your life’s history
Folding in the good with the bad

Life is full of mysteries
There are many that make us smile
And the others force us to realize
Understanding them might take a while

They say that it's already written
How much time we have on the earth
So, use every day until then as if
It's your first day of birth

Do not let the bad thoughts take over
To make you sit and be blue
Remember, the first love you have
Must always be wholeheartedly you!

- Mimi
March, 2023

FROM THE

WEATHER CENTER =)

by John Simon ‘ﬁ?

BLACK ICE

According to meteorologist
Kaylee Wendt of Spectrum
News, black ice is ice that is so
thin that black top can be seen
through it. That is what makes
it so dangerous.

The transparency of the ice
makes it very difficult to see,
especially at night. Black ice
forms when rain or snow falls,
and the temperature climbs
above freezing, melting some
of it. Then, when the tem-
perature falls below freezing
again, ice forms. Although it
is less common, black ice can
also form from dew or fog un-
der similar temperature condi-
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tions.

“A few places to be extra
careful of this invisible pred-
ator are bridges, overpasses,
and any spots in the shade,”
Ms. Wendt writes. “These ar-
eas will freeze over before
anything else in your proxim-
ity.”

When you are driving you
r car in winter weather, it
is advisable to reduce your
speed when the temperature is
around 32 degrees. This will
allow you to have more con-
trol over the car in the event
you do encounter black ice.

And that is a good thing.

AKTION CLUB DISTRIBUTES CLOTHING

MONTICELLO — Mem-
bers of the Aktion Club of
Sullivan County recently
donated needed winter at-
tire to the Warming Center
located at the Ted Stroe-
bele Center in Monticello.
They distributed blankets,
scarves, socks, hats and
gloves, which were very
much appreciated.

For their next project
they raised $210.00 for the
WSUL Heart-a-thon by
selling paper hearts to their
friends and family.

Aktion Club is com-
prised of individuals with
various degrees of devel-

opmental disabilities and
who are affiliated with Arc
Greater Hudson Valley,
The Center for Discovery
and New Hope Communi-
ty. The club is sponsored
by the Kiwanis Clubs

PHOTO PROVIDED
Aktion Club Members and Advisors displaying items donated to the Monticello Warming
Center.

of Monticello and Wo-
odridge. Their disabilities
certainly do not interfere
with their love and com-
passion to help people in
the community.
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The Scene

Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

£

by Jane Harrison

Winter is back! How
I’ve missed you (not). Ac-
tually, I don’t mind winter.
It’s beautiful, and I have no
problem with the cold tem-
peratures and snow but the
ice/sleet/freezing rain...that
is what I mind. And we’ve
seen more of that than
anything over the last few
years. Yuck!

On the flip side, before
the Old Man showed up
again, I was able to get out
and enjoy. On my calendar
was the annual two venue
birthday parties for friends
BOBBY D (who plays the
Dobro with THE JOHN-
NY JULES BAND), and
buddy BILLY who is not a
musician, but is often out
supporting the live music
of Sullivan County. For all
the new readers, JOHNNY
JULES was the second per-
son I met when I moved
here over a decade ago.
He lived right here in Hur-
leyville, in a house that no
longer stands to make way
for the public parking. I
was invited to several par-
ties in that house, and you
could always be guaran-
teed tons of food, nonstop
live music and wonder-
ful people to meet, not the
least of which was the late
SHREDNE VOLLMER,
harp player (that’s musician
speak for harmonica) with
THE BAND and a good
friend of JOHNNY’S. An-
other of the notables was

DAVID TRESTYN. He and
his wife TERESA opened
THE HEARTBEAT MU-
SIC HALL OF GRAHA-
MSVILLE a few years ago
right before COVID.

Before heading out to
the first of the parties at
CABERNET FRANK'S in
Parksville, I stopped into
our own PICKLED OWL
to catch Sullivan County’s
native son, ALBI BELU-
LI. Being a solo performer
is not easy, but you’d nev-
er know it seeing ALBI.
His musicianship and great
voice aside, his vast reper-
toire of music and his inter-
action with whatever audi-
ence is in the room make it
seem effortless. I’'m so hap-
py too to see THE PICK-
LED OWL dipping their
toes in the live music pool
again, as it is a great ven-
ue. The building has a his-
tory that the owners chose
to maintain and I applaud
them for that.

Dubbed THE EDGE OF
AQUARIUS PARTY, the
music started off at CAB-
ERNET FRANK’S with,
who else, but THE JOHN-
NY JULES BAND, because
hey, why wouldn’t BOBBY
D play at his own party!
With MANGO MIKE on
ukulele and JOHN CON-
DON on drums, the band
churned out all the Blues,
Blue Grass and Country
the lovers of could handle.
In a double header, THE

JOHNNY JULES BAND
was followed by JAKE-
TOWN ROAD with music
in the same vein but ramp-
ing it up a notch into Rock-
in’ Blues. I have to admit I
don’t know much about this
band, but [ guarantee I will
by my next writing! This
was quite a party, so much
laughter, so many people to
talk to. Party-goers took up
both floors with a constant
flow between.

And many also showed
up at HECTOR’S INN in
Bethel for the second birth-
day party that Sunday after-
noon along with others un-
able to get to CABERNET
FRANK'’S. THE JOHNNY
JULES BAND with the
addition of guitar player
JOHN BOTTON and with
MANGO MIKE pickin’ ex-
pertly on the banjo, cranked
out Grateful Dead, Bob
Dylan, and some classic
country that got people up
and dancing. Yes, even me.

And now back to reality.
I will have to explain, one
more time, to my kitty, MIS-
SY MAGS, that she will
have to move off my foot
because I'm invited to din-
ner with musician friends,
which always means a live
living room performance. I
love my life.

Stay well, stay safe, and
keep that mask and hand
sanitizer handy!

Until next time...

NEW LAW FOR NOTARIES IN NYS
Must Log Every Time They Sign

MONTICELLO — A new
State law requires that nota-
ries now keep track of every
instance in which they pro-
vide their services.

Section 182.9 of the Nota-
ry Public License Law states
that Notaries Public must
make a record at the time of
the performance of the notari-
al act, to include:

* The date, approximate

time, and type of notarial

acts performed

* The name and address of

any individuals for whom a

notarial act was performed

* The number and type of
notarial services provided

* The type of credential
used to identify the princi-
pal, including the names of
the witnesses and, if appli-
cable, the type of credential
used

* The verification proce-
dures used for any personal
appearance before the nota-
ry public

* For electronic notarial
acts, identification of the
communication technolo-

gy and, if not included as
part of the communication
technology used by the
electronic notary, the certi-
fication authority and veri-
fication providers used
“These records must be
kept by the notary for at least
10 years, to be produced upon
demand of the NYS Secretary
of State or other authority,”
notes Sullivan County Clerk
Russell Reeves, whose office
handles notary license renew-
als.

COUNTY, BOCES TEAM UP: FREE TRAINING

FROM FRONT PAGE

“We are pleased to col-
laborate with the Center
for Workforce Develop-
ment to create an educa-
tional program that pro-
vides individuals with the
training and skills needed
to succeed in the con-
struction field. This proj-
ect builds upon our mis-
sion to provide learning
opportunities within our
community and help build
and maintain our County’s

workforce,” said Robert
M. Dufour, Ed.D, District
Superintendent/CEO  at
Sullivan BOCES.

The nine-week program
is being administered by
the CWD, part of the Di-
vision of Community Re-
sources. Classes start April
10 and will be held every
Monday and Wednesday
from 5:30-9 p.m. at the
Rubin Pollack Education
Center on Ferndale-Loom-
is Road in Liberty.

“This incredible oppor-
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tunity is for our adult learn-
ers (those age 18+) who
live in Sullivan County,”
explained CWD Director
Loreen Gebelein. “Each
week the BOCES instruc-
tor will focus on a differ-
ent aspect of the construc-
tion trades: tools, safety,
materials, framing, floor-
ing, ceilings, decks, stairs,
building inspections, and
more. In the final week,
my staff will teach stu-
dents how to build a great
resumé and find jobs right
away.”

“This is hands-on train-
ing at BOCES’ classrooms
and shops in Liberty, and
graduates of this program
will be immediately ready
to work with any number
of local employers, as the
local building industry is
growing fast,” said Com-
munity Resources Com-
missioner Laura Quigley.
“l encourage anyone in-
terested to contact us right
away, as only 15 spots are
available for this course.”

To find out more or to
sign up, contact the Center
for Workforce Develop-
ment at 845-794-3340 or
sccwd@sullivanny.us.
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HURLEYVILLE — Have
you ever wondered who
mows the majority of the
grass in Hurleyville? Well,
that would be Ralph Burg-
er. He’s in charge of mow-
ing the grove, the museum,
the lawns for The Center
for Discovery, the Hur-
leyville Performing Arts
Centre, all of main street,
and the parks lining Main
Street.

When he was ten years-
old his parents packed their
blue Chevy and moved
him, along with his seven
siblings, to Hurleyville. In
Trenton, New Jersey he’d
attended St. Mary’s Cath-
olic School, but upstate
he was enrolled in public
school.

“That’s when they were
moving kids all around,

FALLSBURG - Kiristen
Meyer’s son, Rory, graduat-
ed Fallsburg High School in
2015. He now is a Deputy
Sheriff in Sullivan County.

Ms. Meyer, who currently
is in the Technology Depart-
ment in the high school, had
been the Guidance Office
Secretary for many years.
She knew and spoke with
students who expressed in-
terest in law enforcement as
a career, just as had her son.
She suggested to the adminis-
tration in the high school that
they invite a group of officers
from various jurisdictions in
Sullivan County to an assem-
bly of high school students.
A neighboring district does
something similar, and she
thought it might be beneficial
for FCSD students to hear
from some law enforcement
officers who were Fallsburg
alumni. The Administration
enthusiastically supported the
idea.

On February 1, 11 offi-

because the Hurleyville
school got packed, so we
went to Woodridge, and
then Mountaindale. We got
along with everybody,” he
said.

It was around 1960 when
the family settled in Wo-
odridge and lived on a farm
with no electric or plumb-
ing. Ralph’s aunt owned
that piece of land. About a
year later, they relocated to
an old farm on Houghtal-
ing Road with running wa-
ter and electric, however,
they still had to cut a lot of
wood.

His father, born in EI-
lenville, was a mechanic
who owned his own garage
back in New Jersey, work-
ing alongside Ralph’s four
uncles. When his father
sold the garage back to his

brothers, they moved to
Woodridge so his dad could
work for the Frunzis as a
mechanic. In New Jersey,
his mom, who had arrived
from Poland on a boat with
eight sisters, had worked in
pottery, making dishes. Up
here, she focused only on
being a homemaker.

“We used to be called
the eight pack. We ran into
the garage and changed the
oil. Had to do something
to make money as kids,”
Ralph said, referring to his
time working for his father.
He started landscaping at
the age of fourteen.

After graduating from
Fallsburg High School, he
worked for the Town of
Fallsburg for more than
40 years in various roles.
First in the water depart-
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Seasoned Landscaper and Friend to Everyone

ment, next at Lochmor
Golf Course for the parks
department, and then he
worked on sewers. Final-
ly, he landed at the high-
way department where he
stayed for the remainder of
his career, driving trucks
and snowplows, and doing
mechanic work. He’s been
retired for over a decade
now.

Falling into memories
of the past, he shared, “at
eighteen years old I lived
above Lee’s Inn and joined
the fire department when
Bob Cole was the chief. Af-
ter that Nelson (Durland)
became the chief. I have
40 years in the fire depart-
ment. There were three
butchers in Hurleyville
when I moved here. | re-
member the horse acade-

FCSD Welcomes Law Enforcement Officers

PHOTO PROVIDED

Attending the Law Enforcement Day meetings at Fallsburg were (left to right): Sullivan
County Sheriff’s Deputy Matthew Shaw, Deputy Cheryl Davis, Fallsburg PD Officer Kyle
Geraine, Fallsburg PD Officer and FCSD School Resource Officer (SRO) Phillip Brooks,
FPD Detective Brendan Pavese, NYS Police Trooper Russell Corley, Liberty PD Officer
Breann Jones, FPD Detective John Chevalier, SC Sheriff’s Deputy Andrew Hartman, SC
Deputy Jason Beebe, and Monticello PD Officer Kelvin Nunez.

cers came to Fallsburg High
School and met with two as-
semblies of tenth and 12th
graders and ninth and 11th
graders. Overall, 400 students
participated. Ahead of time,
Ms. Meyer received many
questions to ask the law en-
forcement team. Several stu-
dents wanted to know about

purchased as a package.

of Latin dance.

BALLROOM FUSION

Get ready to mix it up.

ANY BODY CAN DANCE

STEP INTO BALLROOM DANCE:
A Film and Workshop Series at HPAC

Join us for an unforgettable four-week series of
classic ballroom dance films, paired with a glass
of wine or beer and tapas, and an exhilarating
ballroom dance class led by acclaimed
instructor Edgar Osorio of Osorio Dancesport,
all at the Hurleyville Performing Arts Centre.

Tickets are available for each evening
separately, or tickets to all four events may be

Every week, you'll experience a beloved dance
film at 5:30pm, followed by a fun and exciting
dance class at 7:30pm that’s perfect for both
beginners and experienced dancers alike. Enjoy
a glass of wine or beer and delectable tapas by
Tango Café before the class, and then let Edgar
Osorio guide you through the steps to make you
feel like a pro on the dance floor.

Thursday, March 16, 5:30pm:

INTRODUCTION TO BALLROOM

Film: Shall We Dance (2004)

Step into the glamorous world of ballroom
dance with acclaimed instructor Edgar Osorio.

Thursday, March 23, 5:30pm:
THE LATIN DANCE TRADITION
Film: Dance With Me (1998)
Experience the passion and rhythm

Thursday, March 30, 5:30pm:

Film: Take the Lead (2006)

Thursday, April 6, 5:30pm:

Film: Musical Chairs (2011)
Unleash your inner dancer.

Tickets are only $40 per event.

how the officers got into the
field, whether it was through
the experience of family
members, educational cours-
es and majoring, or through
former jobs.

Students wanted to know
the procedures once someone
was accused of a crime. One
question was about the use
of Narcan, the drug admin-
istered by police and other

trained individuals to revive
people that had overdosed on
addictive drugs and were near
death. That was a pretty scary
tale and held the attention of
the young people. Another
question was about scariest
situations they faced. In an-
swering these questions, of-
ficers emphasized how much
crime in Sullivan County is
related to drug abuse. Final-

my, and I remember when
Frankie and Johnnie’s
came to town. Hurleyville
was a good town and it still
1s.”

He met his wife, Debbie,
who grew up in Neversink,
and they got married at
Lanza’s in the ‘80s. It was
the early 90s when they
paid $600 at a land auction
and bought three acres in
Hurleyville. They built a
house that overlooks the
marsh and still live in that
home where they raised
both of their children, Sa-
mantha and Adam.

“I was gonna buy proper-
ty in Neversink. Four point
five acres I wanted, but the
woman didn’t want to sell.
Hurleyville lucked out,”
Ralph said.

On a good day, he can

ly, two female officers in at-
tendance were asked about
women entering police forc-
es.

The give-and-take of ques-
tions and answers held the at-
tention of the assemblies.

“The officers, deputies and
trooper were awesome with
the students,” Ms. Meyer
said.

Students, law enforce-
ment officers, and other staff
shared the same sentiment
about the interaction during
the two group meetings. Peo-
ple were aligned over the
success of the programs and
were encouraged to support
future events between law
enforcement and students in
FCSD. Good community re-
lations between police and
the public is very important
in light of what is happening
in the daily news in school
buildings and America’s cit-
ies and towns. Everyone ben-
efits from discussing issues in
public forums, such as FCSD
did on February 1.

DRAMATIC WORKSHOP TO PRESENT

.\

|

AT COSOR ELEMENTARY

FALLSBURG — The Sulli-
van County Dramatic Work-
shop (SCDW) is enthusiasti-
cally presenting

a program titled “Creative
Dramatics” at the Benjamin
Cosor Elementary  School
(BCES).

This program is an intro-
duction for fourth, fifth and
sixth grade students at BCES
to experience and participate
in the theatre arts. Students
will experience the following
activities: acting, memoriz-
ing, crew (backstage work for
boys and girls), tech (lights
and sound), building sets,
props, costuming, stage

presence, dance, singing,
ensemble work, stage direc-
tion, projection, stage manag-

ing, theatre games and much
more.

Children participating in
this after school activity will
commit to perform a selected
play: two performances will
be for their fellow students at
BCES and six performances
on the stage at the Sullivan
County Dramatic Workshop’s
Rivoli Theatre in South Fall-
sburg. The Rivoli Theatre
show dates are May 12, 13,
14, 19, 20, 21. This innova-
tive after-school program will
meet Tuesdays and Thursdays
and will be taught by experi-
enced members of the SCDW.

Key directors of this pro-
gram, begun on February 7,
have been Sally Gladden,
Eileen Kalter, Bunny Wolo-

=
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szczak with help from Renee
Kates and Amanni Sitz.

Soon to join the program
are Jenny Silverman, Ellie J.
(doing a lesson on clowning),
Keith Prince (improv), Har-
old Tighe (set design), Grace
Summa (technical direction),
Heather Strauss (costuming)
and many more.

The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop is a 501(c)3
non-profit organization whose
mission is to provide and pro-
mote quality theatre for the
community.

Everyone who lends their
talents to present the SCDW
shows is a volunteer. SCDW
is thrilled to be able to share
their skills with the elementa-
ry school population.

complete around fifteen
lawns—weed  whacking,
mowing, tending to flow-
ers-- all on his own. He
keeps the equipment in his
trailers. He works in other
parts of the county other
than Hurleyville, including
Liberty and Swan Lake.

“I used to have 150 ac-
counts, and now I have
100,” said Ralph. He also
still has about 20 plowing
accounts.

In his free time, he en-
joys fishing at Morningside
Park for walleye and bass,
or whatever fish are in the
lake. He and Debbie walk
five miles a day, locally,
during the spring, summer
and fall. He frequents the
restaurants in Hurleyville
often, and six out of seven
mornings you can find him

PHOTO BY LILY BARRISH

Ralph Burger at the Hurleyville General Store

shooting the breeze at the
Hurleyville General Store
with the regulars that con-

gregate there.
“I’m gonna live in this
town forever,” said Ralph.

Out Divine Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin

Of all the wildlife in the
neighborhood of Divine
Corners, only one crea-
ture makes itself at home
in our home — the mouse.
We’ve had deer come up
to our front door, during
a hard winter, and peer
through the glass, looking
for a handout, but they’ve
never yet come inside.
Mice come inside — over
and over again. They
partake of our food, our
clothes (good nesting ma-
terial), and our hearth. To
a mouse, our cottage is a
big nest — as it is, in some
sense, to us. So our nesting
habits overlap.

Once, after a week
away, we returned home
to find small caches of
seeds tucked away around
the place — under a sofa
cushion, beneath a pillow
— as if someone had been
hoarding food against win-
ters to come. Perhaps it
was the alpha-mouse, the
one who strode into the
kitchen while we were at
table and, when he saw us,
halted, turned, and strode
slowly out again, all casu-
al and cool, as if we were
the intruders disrupting his
domestic routine.

We’ve done our best to
get rid of mice (short of
acquiring cats), setting
traps that cage them for
release back into the wild.
For months at a stretch, we
think we’ve succeeded and
evicted our last mouse.
That’s a delusion. Mice
never end.

During a recent oil
change, the mechanic ex-

plained that he had had to
replace my car’s air filter,
a square-framed device
filled with furrowed ma-
terial resembling a plowed
field. I asked why and he
showed me the one he had
removed. It looked like
a long-abandoned field
gone to seed, every fur-
row crammed with bits of
grass, leafy matter, shred-
ded cloth, strips of paper,
tumbleweeds of detritus
— a wild profusion of stuff
jutting out on all sides: a
nest! My Toyota had been
colonized by mice. Ban-
ished from the house, they
had simply migrated to the
car. I asked the mechanic
if mice could be in there
while I drove. “Very like-
ly,” he said.

Tossing out such an elab-
orately constructed nest
made me think of Rob-
ert Burns, the poet who
plowed up a mouse’s nest
back in November, 1785,
and sorely regretted it. His
response, “To a Mouse,”
was written in a tone of
rueful sympathy: “I’m tru-
ly sorry Man’s dominion
/ Has broken Nature’s so-
cial union...” He declared
himself the mouse’s “poor,
earth-born companion, /
an’ fellow-mortal!” Burns
saw in the rude disposses-
sion of the mouse some-
thing that can befall any
creature whose “best laid
schemes go oft awry and
leave nought but grief and
pain.” And he saw some-
thing deeper: fellow-mor-
tal means not just fellow
creature, but one sharing

the fate common to all
Earth’s fellow creatures —
that is, mortality.

Leaving the cottage one
morning, we found, laid
out by our front step, a long
tail trailing from a patch of
fur with a few paws still
attached — all that was left
of a mouse who had like-
ly been the prey of an owl
during the night. The re-
mains looked like a mouse
costume, ready to be taken
up and worn by any small
critter inclined to take their
chances in the common-
wealth of mice.

Burns understood those
chances to be the same
no matter what body (fur,
feather, skin) one comes
clothed in. We’re born, we
die, and in between we’re
subject to the vicissitudes
of time and circumstance.
The Plow (or Auto Me-
chanic) of Fate upends our
nest. The invasive mouse
invades a house that once
invaded the natural habitat
preceding it. To recognize
that we live in a complex
scheme of exchange and
interrelationship, a Great
Skein of Being, invites
an extension of sympathy
beyond our person, tribe,
or species. For all our in-
vestment in boundaries
and borders, we live with-
in overlapping domains as
extensive as the surface of
the Earth itself.

Jonathan Shimkin,
writer and editor, may be
contacted at jonathan-

shimkin@gmail.com, or
via his website: jonathan-
shimkin.weebly.com.

club members, friends,

contributed to the event,

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Monticello Kiwanis Club
has continued their tradition
of supporting the 98.3 WSUL
Heart-a-thon. This year, the
and _
family raised $1,100. The Ki- | |
wanis service leadership clubs |
as |
well. Monticello High School

Key Club collected $110 and £
the Sullivan County Aktion Club =
raised $210 by selling paper
hearts. A total of $1,420 was
collected by the three clubs.
Pictured are Kiwanis Club Pres-
ident Marvin Rappaport (right)
with Board Member Rob Green,
who made the presentation at
Resorts World Catskills, which
hosted the event.




Page 4

Hurleyville Sentinel, Hurleyville, N.Y.

From the Firehouse

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those that do. We even
supply all the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free. Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

We picked up two new fire-
fighters this month. Braiden
DeGraw and Ernest Benja-
min. Welcome aboard. Braid-
en’s father is a member, as
was his grandfather.

This is the March column
so I need to rant and rave
about the “Burn Ban.” The
Burn Ban dates are March
16 thru May 14. NO OPEN
BURNING. Looking outside
as [ type this column, there is
no snow on the ground with
temperatures in the 50-de-
gree range. The first week of
February, and already there
have been several brush fires.
Some were multi-company.
This is what happens every
spring: we go from snow
to mud and dry conditions.
Right now, there is no snow
on the ground or any in the
distant future forecast. How
quickly this happens is any-
one’s guess. Brush fire season
is already here a month ear-
ly. Spring rains can help, but
there is no snow to melt. So,
when you get on your lawn to
take care of spring cleanup,
DO NOT BURN your debris
piles. All it takes is a gust of
wind in dry conditions when
the terrain has not yet greened
up, and we have a brush fire.
So please, no burning of any-
thing after you clean up your
lawn! With these snowless
conditions, it could be a long
brush fire season.

Unfortunately, today many

people do not get a newspaper
,or are not on social media and
do not know about the burn
ban. Many of the brush fires
that [ have been at the last few
years, the homeowner did not
know about the burn ban. If
you see your neighbor burn-
ing, please tell him about the
Burn Ban.

Fire stats are in for 2022.
Overall, fire calls for Sullivan
County were up five percent
for 2022 over 2021. Activated
alarms in 2021 were 1,487 and
for 2022, 1,587, brush fires in
2021 were 87 and for 2022,
117, structure fires in 2021
were 315 and in 2022, 325,
drownings/water rescues 25
in 2021, and 22 in 2022, and
other types of rescues calls in
2021, 37 and in 2022, 35.

In 2022, the first quarter of
the year saw a big jump in
structure fires. There was no
one major cause. So far this
year, thankfully, there has
been a slow start in fire calls
with the exception of activat-
ed alarms.

On March 12,, we change
the clocks by springing ahead
one hour. Change your clocks,
change your batteries in your
smoke and CO detectors.

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED

This line may become obso-
lete soon. Today’s smoke and
CO detectors come with a
ten-year tamperproof battery.
Many people would take the
batteries out of their detectors
and use them in the TV re-
mote or some kid’s toy.

I went to a call in an apart-
ment building with eight
apartments, and there was not
one working smoke or CO
detector. Fortunately, it was
only burnt food with a lot of
smoke. I went to another call,
and the smoke detector was
laying on the counter because
they needed the batteries for
something else.

What you can do with the
ten year battery detectors is
test them by pushing the test
button on them, and vacuum
the head to remove the dust.

The fire service treats all
activated alarms as a fire call,
and so should you. I can’t tell
you how many calls I have
been on where the occupants
just ignore the alarm and go
about their business. Some-
times they don’t know why it
went off, but continue to ig-
nore it. Get out and stay out.

Be Safe Out There and use
some common sense.

PAPER CLIPS...

by Elaine Corrington

SPRING FORWARD OR FALL BACK?

Wait just a darned minute! Look out the window- have
you noticed that the days are getting longer and the nights
are getting shorter? Is it just our imaginations that some
days feel a little warmer? Is there a “warm wind”? Is it
a mistake that some flowers are starting up... and then
should we be covering them up at night to protect them
from our winter weather? Is this a time of New Begin-
nings? Was that a baby bird singing? Are new little ani-
mals springing up around us? Is there a reason that we are
energized and happier, or are we just fooling ourselves?

What is happening to our winter?

And then, then, then--- wait a minute! March is the
month that Spring arrives! It has always seemed that in
Hurleyville, it still felt like winter at this time of year;
and we just needed to stay warmer, use our blankets, ig-
nore the morning and night sky, and wait for winter to be
OVER! There WAS no Spring!

But this year can we leap forward and applaud March
19 as that true last day of winter and March 20 as the
REAL first day of SPRING? Is it time to be energized

and happier?

Well-- maybe. But some days are a little cold, snowy,
wintery. You have to leap, bounce, be buoyant and flex-
ible, recoil, resilient, vault, spring (?) forth, jump, skip.
Well, you might just as well believe that it is just SPRING,
with special needs- and you can prepare accordingly and
pretend it really is that season that signals wonderful long

days and short nights.

You can keep warm by using your time for cleaning and
organizing so you don’t have to do that when it is HOT!
You can start to look at old clothes that can be brought
forward at the right time...or buy some new ones! And
throw away those ugly and spotted old clothes, or get
them to a thrift store. Very soon, you will realize it real-
ly IS Spring, and you are ready for some of those warm
summer months (AACK- new problem). Make the town
pretty! Hide some funny little safe toys in the summer
garden for little kids to find. Walk or run the rail trail.
Get a tan. ENJOY HURLEYVILLE, and so far it is only

SPRING.

Winter will come back. It always does. Little kids in
your family? Teach them to watch for the seasons, plan
for the seasons, and enjoy the changes as they occur.
Even Winter has its good points.

REALLY. A kid can help you find them.

HAPPY SPRING!

IT REALLY IS

ONIT’S WAY!!

by Hope Blecher, Ed.D.

HURLEYVILLE — As an
educator, 1 experience such
joy reading out loud with stu-
dents. “Read Across Ameri-
ca Day” has been one of the
days of the school calendar I
have looked forward to over
the past few decades.

Dressed as The Cat in the
Hat, I have popped into class-
rooms from pre-K through
high school and seen so many
smiles. There’s a joyfulness
to this celebration of stories
that is so energizing; it’s con-
tagious.

I sat in the showcase of a
wall, dressed in the costume,
reading to students while their
teachers whispered, “Only
you would do this.” While
sweaty by the end of the day,
the engagement, the smiles,
the double-takes from pass-
ersby, made it worthwhile.

The reading experience is
way more than a number, a
test score, a grade on one’s re-
port card. Those do not endear
us to become readers. What
can you do to embrace read-
ing with your children, your
students and other adults?
Below are a few suggestions
and [ encourage you to give
at least one a try.

I invite you to share your
experiences via a letter to the
editor or by stopping by my
website and leaving a com-
ment. That site is www.Hop-
e4Education.com. And if you
wish to engage with build-
ing confidence in young K-2
readers and writers, hop over
to Readm.app where you can
have fun while learning En-
olish.

We can support each oth-
er as cheerleaders of stories.
Here are some places to start.

READ ACROSS AMERICA DA

A. Invite a person who
creates ice sculptures to
visit the school garden or
cafeteria. Let that students
watch this guest carve a
storybook character out
of ice. It’s as if the char-
acter comes to life in front
of their eyes. Teachers,
this also taps into a career
readiness standard.
B. I coined the title, We
Knead to Read. This in-
corporates baking and
reading. Think about rec-
ipes. Those include a se-
quence of steps you follow
in order. Sometimes, reci-
pes include illustrations.
Students reading recipes
are learning to follow in-
structions. Baking also
involves one’s five sens-
es, measurement, and so
much more.
a. What to bake? How
about a cake in the shape
of New York or Sulli-
van County? There, you
have integrated geogra-
phy into this learning.
C. Plant the Seed to Read
a. For this, you create
a reading garden. This
program promotes lo-
cal gardening, learning
about local growth cy-
cles and plants.
b. This also promotes
awareness of local plac-
es to rejuvenate, repur-
pose or beautify for use
as a reading garden.
c. It could include mak-
ing sitting areas which
involves carpentry,
problem solving and
other skills. You can
plant a Free Little Li-
brary with books and
plants. Get those hands

and knees dirty!
d. This project integrates
mindfulness.

One more for this month’s
column is this thought that
can be brought to fruition.

Read Across America
Day-Getting Books into
Hands

1. Use Read Across Amer-

ica Day to get a book into

the hands of all the stu-
dents.
a. These can be student
made books with con-
struction paper covers
and real handwritten pag-
es and illustrations
b. Ask parents/guardians/
community members to
make the books and be-
come authors and illus-

PHOTO PROVIDED
trators
c. These can be books
written and illustrated by
the children using book-
creator.com and ReadM.
app

2. Use Read Across Amer-

ica Day to start or end a

book donation where you

collect, sort and then do-

nate the books
a. When I have undertak-
en this project, I required
the person who would be
picking up the books to
meet with some of the
students. I did not want
the books to be in boxes
and then disappear the
next day. I wanted the
students to hear about the
impact of their donations.

If you are reading this col-
umn after March 2, that is
fine. It is my hope that you
will find your way to a book.
Perhaps it is one you have
fond memories of from your
childhood. Perhaps it is one
that brings smiles to the faces
of your children, grandchil-
dren, or others in your com-
munity.

Whatever the reason for
choosing that book of poetry
or prose, fiction or non-fic-
tion, just do it. Give yourself
the gift of being enveloped by
the setting and the characters.

Thank you for taking the
time to read this column.
Reading, listening, speaking,
viewing and writing are each
a component of literacy. Let
us cheer for each other and
for people of all ages. Let us
read together and smile as we
share stories.

FROM THE FILES OF...
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March 19, 1937
Sullivan Farmers Start to
Tap Sugar Maples

Although information
gleaned throughout the
state would indicate New
York farmers anticipate the
best maple sugar season in
four years, Sullivan Coun-
ty farmers who work sugar
bushes are not yet ready to
say whether this year’s run
will be better or worse than
average.

There is considerably
less maple sugar produced
in this county now than
formerly, although many
farmers still make it a reg-
ular early spring job. Those
questioned say that Febru-
ary and march were warm
and apparently favorable
to inducing good sap flow,
but their observation is that
the weather is not yet warm
enough in the daytime.

Among those who have
already started tapping trees
are Joseph Ulrich of White
Sulphur Springs, and Chris-
topher Foy of Swan Lake.
Among the larger produc-
ers, Willie Crary and D. H.
Clements, both of Liberty,
have not started yet.

March 3, 1959
Fallsburg Plans New
Town Hall

Fallsburg will have a new
Town Hall to relieve over-
crowding at the present
town office which has been
used for 22 years.

Monday night the Town
Board approved a prop-
osition which will allow
the Fallsburg Parking Dis-
trict to renovate the former
O&W railroad station into a
town hall.

The proposal includes
provisions for the township
to lease the building at a
cost of $2,000 annually plus
interest. Total cost of the
renovation is not to exceed
$40,000.

Fallsburg officials point
out that the one room pres-
ently used by the township
is far too small for the var-
ious departments. Every-
thing must be kept in the
one room and there is no
privacy for those coming to
see officials.

The new building will
have supervisor’s office,
utility office, water depart-
ment office, room for the
town clerk, a 24 by 24-foot
courtroom for trials and
public meetings and a jury
room. Also there will be a
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room for the police and an
assessors’ room.

Plans call for advertising
for bids next week. Officials
hope to receive bids by the
end of the month and start
of the project this spring.

March 10, 1959
School Addition Work
Delayed

The 387-foot addition to
the Grahamsville School
will not be completed by the
September first deadline,
it was learned today from
W. Eugene Ross, Tri-valley
Central School principal.

Reason for the delay was
the extremely cold weath-
er this winter, the school
head stated. The contracts
were awarded October 23
but contractors were unable
to do any ground-moving
work since. Thus it will
be nearly a year before the
work can be completed the
school head indicated

The new construction will
be on the back of the pres-
ent building which is along
Route55 east of Grahams-
ville. At the far end of the
wing will be 14 elementa-
ry classrooms and between
the new rooms and the old
building will be a new cafe-
teria and gymnasium.

According to the princi-
pal, there is a total enroll-
ment of 618, which is ex-
pected to jump to at least
650 next year. The capacity
of 825 for the new building
is expected to be reached by
1965, the principal noted.
There are now 65 pupils in
the kindergarten. The facul-
ty has 29 members, includ-
ing Mr. Ross.

Tri-Valley started out as
a consolidated district, with
13 school districts, in 1945.
Total number of students
was 142. In July, 1946, it
became a union free school
and in 1960 three district,
Bradley, Hasbrouck and
Thunder Hill, were taken

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
BCES fifth-graders on snowshoes in 2017.

in.

This was reduced to a to-
tal of 15 when Tri-Valley
lost the Lackawack District
to Ellenville Central after a
court battle. However, Di-
vine Corners was added in
1951, In February, 1957,
three Claryville districts
were added, and in May,
1957, the state allowed the
district to centralize. There
now are 22 former districts
in the Central School.

March 2017
BCES students embrace
nature on snowshoes

The moment their snow-
shoes were strapped on, a
dozen Benjamin Cosor El-
ementary School (BCES)
fifth graders took off run-
ning across 12 inches of
fresh powder, laughing and
scooping up snowballs.

Snowshoeing is the latest
activity that has been intro-
duced to the BCES Trail
extended day group. With
the help of a Sullivan Re-
naissance grant, and a Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension
donation, trail coordinators
Ms. Leah Exner and Mr.
Mark Spina were able to get
snowshoes for 16 children
and two adults from Mor-
gan Outdoors, a Livingston
Manor shop owned by Lisa
Lyons. The fifth grade ex-
tended day group got their
first snowshoe lesson on
Feb. 1, and they have not
stopped smiling.

“The kids are absolutely
thrilled about this experi-
ence,” Ms. Exner said.

None of the students in
the group had ever snow-
shoed before, Ms. Exner
said, and some of them
didn’t even own boots or
winter accessories. Some of
the Renaissance grant mon-
ey was used to buy boots,
gloves and hats, to ensure
every child could partici-
pate.

Hurleyville United Methodist Church
263 Main Street
Hurleyville, New York 12747

Come and
join us for:

2nd $aturdsy of each month

2:00pm -

6:30pm

March 11, April 8, May 13

Please join us for family fun.
Church Done Differently

Questions? Please call 845-428-5871.
We will be happy to answer any questions.
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Fallsburg Constable
Bronco Kelly is in the
midst of another adventure
taken from actual histori-
cal events, this one involy-
ing the discovery of a local
man with his head caved
in along Pleasant Valley
Road on New Year’s Eve,
1936. As we pick up the
story, Bronco and Sullivan
County Deputy Sheriff Jay
Lass have just met with lo-
cal farmer Morris Golden,
who has identified the de-
ceased as his hired farm-
hand, John Dombrosky...

“There is no question this
is John Dombrosky,” Mor-
ris Golden said. “I worked
next to him in the fields ev-
ery day for several years.
[ recognize his hands, his
wrists, his arms, and his
hair. And then, I look over
there, and I see that shirt in
the pile of clothes and that
is the shirt he wore every
Sunday since I have known
him. That is John, of this I
am certain.”

“All right, that’s fine,
Mr. Golden,” Dr. Ralph
Breakey, who had per-
formed the autopsy, said.
“Thank you for coming. We
appreciate it.”

Sullivan County Deputy

Sheriff Jay Lass and I de-
cided that we wanted to get
a look at John Dombrosky’s
rig, which Golden had told
us had shown up at his farm
overnight without a driver.
We thought it might hold
some sort of clue as to how
John Dombrosky’s head
had been crushed.

We took Jay’s car and
headed to Hurleyville, mak-
ing the trip to Golden’s farm
on Pleasant Valley Road in
in about fifteen minutes. As
we approached the farm, we
passed a group of five or six
youngsters playing in the
road. They scattered as our
car approached, but I could
see that at least a couple of
them took a particular inter-
est in us as we passed by.

We pulled into the yard at
Golden’s, and stopped near
the barn. There was a horse
drawn wagon parked on
the side, and some horses
roamed in a small fenced-in
area adjacent to the barn.

As Jay and 1 walked
over to the wagon, some
movement off in the dis-
tance caught my eye, and in
glancing over that way I no-
ticed that a few of the kids
that had been playing in the
road had followed us and

Hudson Valley Honor

Hudson Valley Honor Flight

Washington, D.C.

WALDEN, N.Y — Hud-
son Valley Honor Flight
(HVHF) is seeking area
veterans and guardians to
take part in two flights this
spring. Flights are sched-
uled for Saturday, April
15, 2023 out of New York
Stewart International Air-
port and Saturday, May
20, 2023 out of Westches-
ter County Airport.

Priority is given to
World War II and Korean
War veterans; however, all
veterans who have not yet
participated in an Honor
Flight are encouraged to
apply. Applications can
be found at hvhonorflight.
com/veterans. The Honor
Flight experience is one
that veterans are sure to
never forget. No matter
your role during your ser-
vice, if you’re a veteran,
you’re eligible. Honored
veterans fly free!

In addition to veterans,
HVHF is seeking guard-
ians to accompany partic-
ipating veterans. It is not
required that guardians
have any history of mil-
itary service. It is recom-
mended that each guardian
be at least one generation
younger than the veteran
he or she accompanies.
To help fund each flight,
guardians pay a fee of
$500. Please visit hvhon-
orflight.com/guardians.

“We have two planes
to fill with deserving vet-
erans! We are anxious-
ly seeking local veterans
to take part in the Honor
Flight experience with us
this spring,” said Jenni-

PHOTO PROVIDED
veterans and guardians in

fer DeFrancesco, HVHF
Executive Director. “If
you are a veteran from the
Hudson Valley area, or
know one who would like
to participate, we want to
hear from you.”

HVHF provides a once-
in-a-lifetime  flight to
Washington, D.C., where
veterans are transported
around the district by bus
to visit the various war
memorials, attend a din-
ner in their honor and then
return home. Each veteran
is escorted by a personal
guardian and the HVHF
flight team for the day-
long trip.

ABOUT HUDSON
VALLEY HONOR FLIGHT

Hudson Valley Honor Flight
(HVHF) is a 501c3 nonprofit orga-
nization which “Honors American
Veterans” for all their sacrifices.
HVHF transports these heroes to
Washington, D.C., to visit memorials
at no cost to them. It is the local hub
of the National Honor Flight Network
(which consists of more than 100 in-
dependent non-profit “hubs” across
America). HVHF flies multiple times a
year out of Stewart International Air-
port and Westchester County Airport.
It serves veterans from the following
counties: Orange (N.Y.), Ulster (N.Y.),
Dutchess (N.Y.), Westchester (N.Y.),
Rockland (N.Y.), Sullivan (N.Y.), Put-
nam (N.Y.), Pike (Pa.), Bergen (N.J.),
and Fairfield (Conn.). Veterans from
other surrounding counties are con-
sidered as well. Top priority is given
to those veterans of the Greatest
Generation, that of WWII, followed
by veterans of the Korean War, Cold
War, Vietnam and all terminally ill vet-
erans. Applications are kept on file.
For more information, visit hvhonor-
flight.com.

were watching from afar,
trying to stay out of sight.

“Looks like we’ve got an
audience,” I said more or
less half aloud.

Jay was examining the
whiffle tree and reins when
I caught up.

“These look pretty beat
up,” he said, pointing to a
broken piece of wood on
the whiffle tree. “Think that
could be connected?”

“I wouldn’t bet against
it,” I said.

I looked over the wag-
on itself, and found noth-
ing much of significance,
though there were some
tiny pieces of paper or
cardboard scattered about.
I picked up a couple of the
tiny shards and examined
them closely.

“Jay, I think I am going
to go over and talk to those
kids.”

“Okayyyy... any particu-
lar reason why?”

“Playing a hunch,” I said,
my mind racing now with a
rapidly developing scenario
that had just occurred to me.

As I approached the place
where the kids had gathered
to watch us, they suddenly
burst out of hiding and ran
in different directions onto

Hurleyville Sentinel, Hurleyville, N.Y.

road and into the surround-
ing woods. That is, all but
one of them.

“Aren’t you going to
run?” I asked once I had
reached the hiding place.
The kid was crouched down
beside some briars, and
barely moved when I spoke.

“I only want to ask you a
couple of questions,” I said
as softly as I could. “Would
that be all right?”

ILLUSTRATION BY JACK ROBBIN
She had short, dirty blonde hair and bright blue eyes which
seemed to have a tinge of sadness to them.

The kid stood up, and I
saw for the first time that
it was a girl, probably nine
or ten years old, dressed in
overalls, a heavy flannel
shirt and wool sweater. She
had short, dirty blonde hair
and bright blue eyes which
seemed to have a tinge of
sadness to them.

“I guess so0,” she said tim-
idly. “I guess that would be
all right.”

“My name is Bronco Kel-
ly. I'm the town constable,
and that skinny guy over
there is Jay Lass. He’s a
deputy sherift.”

“I know who you are,”
the girl said. “I remember
you from Halloween a few
years ago when a bunch of
us got spooked on the rail-
road tracks in town. You
went to see what was up.”

“Oh yeah,” 1 said, nod-
ding. “I remember that. And
what is your name?”’

“Willie Smith.”

“Willie Smith?”

“My real name is Wil-
helmina, but DON’T call
me that. Nobody calls me
that.”

“Okay, then, Willie Smith
it is. Do you have any idea
what we’re doing here to-
day, Willie?”

“I think so,” she said, just
as Jay walked up. “You’re
here about Farmer John, ar-
en’t you?”

“Did you know Farmer
John?” Jay asked.

The girl hesitated for a
few seconds, and then nod-
ded. “I knew him.”

“When was the last time
you saw him?” Jay asked.

“New Year’s Eve,” the
girl said. And then she start-

A Trio of Duos at the County Museum

Top-Notch Music Returns to

HURLEYVILLE —Three
sets of local duos will per-
form Saturday, March 11,
at 2 p.m., as the Frederick
Cook Society presents an
afternoon of live Ameri-
cana, folk and bluegrass
music.

Performers will include
Hudson Valley favorites
Anne and Mike Baglione.
Mike Baglione is a found-
ing member of the blue-
grass bands Tin Roof, Ox-
ford Depot and the Jersey
Mountain Boys. He has
performed at coffee hous-
es and on festival stages
throughout the Northeast,
and has also been heard
live on radio stations
WFDU, WJFF, WTBQ and
WNYC. Anne Baglione
plays guitar, bass, concerti-
na, and accordion. She per-
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The Catskills award winning
specialty store

278 Brickman Road, Hurleyville, NY 12747
845-436-8818
aratistore@hotmail.com
Open every day, year around
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forms throughout the Hud-
son Valley as part of the
old-time band Breakneck
Annie, and has performed
on the famous Clearwater

Hurleyville on March 11

PHOTO PROVIDED
Clancy and Steve Lane

Sloop, as part of the Clear-
water Music Festival.

Also performing will be
Steve and Clancy Lane.
Steve Lane is a singer/
songwriter who also plays
guitar and banjo. Clancy
Lane plays bass guitar and
sings harmony.

Carol and Aldo Troiani
of the band Little Sparrow
will host the event. Join
them for a fun afternoon
of Irish soda bread, cof-
fee, tea and live old-time
music. And while you are
at the Museum, be sure to
check out the photography
exhibition by Dr. Frederick
Cook.

Admission is free - do-
nations support the musi-
cians. The Sullivan County
Museum is located at 265
Main Street, Hurleyville.
For information, please

call 845-434-8044, or vis-
it  www.facebook.com/lit-
tlesparrowny.

NGO

CAFE

MNow Opon Jor...

LUNCH
Friday & Saturday 1lam-4:00pm

DINNER
Thursday 5:00-9:00pm
Friday & Saturday 5:00-10:00pm

Tango Café « 221 Main Street, Hurleyville, NY

For Reservations Call (845)520-5453

EVE ADVENTU

ed to cry.

“What’s wrong, Willie?”
I asked.

“I did it,” she managed
between sobs. “I killed
Farmer John. I didn’t mean
to, but I killed him.’

Jay and I looked at each
other, incredulous.

“What do you mean, Wil-
lie? How did you kill Farm-
er John?” I asked.

She wiped her eyes on
one of her sleeves, and then
wiped her nose on the other.

“We were just playing
around,” she finally said.
“I had gotten hold of some
firecrackers, and we were
just playing around. It was
New Year’s Eve, and we
were setting a few of them
off here and there as kind of
a celebration. It was right
before it got dark, and we
saw Farmer John ride by
in his wagon. I threw one
of the firecrackers into the
wagon. We didn’t know he
was going to, but he stopped
by one of the houses up the
street, and started to climb
down from the wagon when
the firecracker went off. It
was an accident. We didn’t
mean to hurt anybody. The
firecracker went off as he
was climbing down and it

Page 5

PART 111

An original short story
by Jack Robbin

spooked the horses. They
went crazy, pulling every
which way, and Farmer
John got caught up in it all.
Everybody ran away when
they saw what was hap-
pening, but I stayed. The
horse dragged the wagon
off somewhere and Farmer
John was just layin’ there
in the road. I went to look
at him, but there was blood
everywhere and I got scared
and ran off, too. It was me. |
did it. I threw that firecrack-
er. I didn’t mean to, but I
killed Farmer John.”

A Sullivan County Grand
Jury declined to take action
against Wilhelmina Smith
in the death of John Dom-
brosky, and no charges
were filed against her. Her
family scraped together
some money to help Mor-
ris Golden pay for a proper
funeral and burial. That
concludes our story. Bron-
co Kelly and Wilhelmina
Smith are fictional char-
acters. While Dr. Ralph
Breakey, Deputy Jay Lass,
Morris Golden and John
Dombrosky are real peo-
ple, no representation is
made as to the accuracy of
their portrayal in this story.

NEW LOOK FOR
SULLIVAN 180
Non-Profit is Enhanced and Evolving

FERNDALE — A recent
statistic from the Trust for
America’s Health, a Wash-
ington DC based non-prof-
it, stated, “The United
States spends an estimated
$3.6 trillion annually on
health, less than 3 percent
of that spending is directed
toward public health and
prevention.”

“Sullivan 180 was struck
by this staggering statis-
tic; and with that we have
turned our attention, focus
and investments to preven-
tion. What better way than
focusing on our youth in
their schools and in their
communities,” said Sandra
Gerry, Founding Chair.

With this in mind, Sulli-
van 180 has refined our fo-
cus and set our intentions
on prevention and empow-
ering a healthier genera-
tion.

Sullivan 180 grants and
programs will continue to
support efforts in Sullivan
County to build a healthy
community, one degree
at a time. Grant applica-
tions are now available
for healthy community

initiatives, community
development, beautifica-
tion in communities and at
schools. Volunteer oppor-
tunities, workshops, schol-
arships and internships
will be announced soon.
Sullivan 180 will con-
tinue to work with our
partners and a grassroots
network of volunteers to
address immediate health
concerns, and to offer
these grants and resourc-
es to promote innovative
ways for all residents to
live a healthier lifestyle.
This encompasses not only
physical, but also men-

tal, spiritual, economic,
and environmental health.
Whether it’s increasing

access to nutritious food,
creating opportunities for
physical activity; finding a
sense of purpose or build-
ing a sense of belonging—
these all contribute to a
healthy life and a healthy
community.

For information about
grants or how to get in-
volved, email info@sul-
livan180.org or call 845-
295-2680.

GASTROPUB =

/mog /a/ze dm/t brews

Wednesday, Thursday, Sunday 12-8
Friday & Saturday 12-9
Closed Monday & Tuesday

lunch, brunch, & dinner
take-out available

218 Main Street
Hurleyville, NY
(845) 693-5322

www.pickledowl.com
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SENTINEL SPORTS

THIRD TIME’S A CHARM:!

GENERALS AVENGE TWO LOSSES TO ORANGE, CAPTURE REGION XV CHAMPIONSHIP

by John Conway

MIDDLETOWN
The SUNY Sullivan Gen-
erals men’s basketball
team avenged two regular
season losses to arch-ri-
val SUNY Orange on
Sunday by downing the
homestanding Colts 73-
70 to capture the Region
XV championship and ad-
vance to the District East

tournament on March 4.
The win was the 22nd of
the season for the Gener-
als, and their fourth in a
row after they had unchar-
acteristically dropped two
consecutive games—one
to Orange—earlier in Feb-
ruary. The Generals stood
at 22-7 for the season as
the Sentinel went to press.
The seven losses were as
many as the Sullivan men

FALLSBURG
STRONG

PHOTO PROVIDED

Members of Fallsburg’s 2003 Boys Basketball team,
which reached the New York State Final Four.

Fallsburg CSD Recognizes
Athletes Past and Present

FALLSBURG - On
February 10, Senior
Night recognition for
the cheerleading and the
boys basketball teams
took place in the Fall-
sburg Junior-Senior
High School gymnasi-
um. Senior recognition
is a Fallsburg tradition
that celebrates senior
athletes, their families,
coaches and teammates
in the wvarious sports
programs. While this is
always a special event
that takes place every
sports season, on this
night it was even more
special as Fallsburg also
celebrated sports teams
from the past who set
an inspirational standard
for Fallsburg sports.

Being celebrated and
honored on this special
evening were members

of the 1998 Orange
County League boys
basketball champions,

as well as the 2003 boys
basketball team that
made it to the New York
State Final Four. Mem-
bers of these champi-
onship teams were on
hand to be honored with
special Fallsburg Comet
t-shirts that were made
for this special occasion.
Comments were made
by Dr. Ivan Katz, Su-
perintendent of Schools,
and Mike Weiner, pres-
ident of the Fallsburg
Central School District
Board of Education.
Mr. Weiner stated, “In
order to move forward
in the present or future,
one can’t forget the
past! Tonight, we honor

the 1997-98 OCL Con-
ference championship
boys basketball team
and the 2002-03 State
Final Four boys basket-
ball team...history re-
members the Fallsburg
Comets! Thank you for
representing us!”

Mr. Weiner, on behalf
of former Comets Coach
Paul Marsden, who was
unable to attend this rec-
ognition ceremony, read
from a statement pre-
pared by Coach Mars-
den, who said: “These
young men standing in
front of you and those
young men unable to
attend tonight’s rec-
ognition were always
considered underdogs
during their postseason
runs. | recently had the
pleasure of seeing some
of these young men
when I was back here
in January. It was really
gratifying to see the fine
young men they have
become. These young
men from both cham-
pionship teams always
made me proud to coach
them. I hope I was able
to bestow life lessons
along the way. I always
remember the mantra
that we would say pri-
or to every game, and
something I hope they
carry on in their lives:
play hard, play smart
and have fun.”

The Fallsburg Central
School District is proud
of its past champions, its
current champions, and
the champions of tomor-
row!

suffered in the last two
seasons combined.

Coach Brent Wilson’s
Generals had just been
named the number one Di-
vision II team in the coun-
try when Orange—ranked
number seven at the time-
- upset them 85-80 at Paul
Gerry Fieldhouse on De-
cember 6. The two teams
met again in Middletown
on February 9, and Or-
ange—which had risen to
number four in the nation
at that point—again came
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FIFTY YEARS AGO...
Fallsburg Basketball Wins B-C Championship...by Forfeit

by John Conway

FALLSBURG — In March
of 1973—50 years ago this
month-- the Fallsburg Com-
ets basketball team finished
their season with a 18-2 re-
cord, clinching the Section
IX Class C championship
and then the B-C combined
championship, but not with-
out considerable controversy.

Fallsburg was declared the
winner by forfeit over heav-
ily favored Cornwall in the
B-C game when the Green
Dragons, riding a 42-game
winning streak and ranked
number one among small
schools in New York State
after their victory over Mon-
ticello in the Class B cham-
pionship, failed to show up
for the March 17 showdown
at Ulster County Community
College.

The scene was set when
Section IX officials decided
to move the B-C champion-

ship game from its originally
scheduled 1 p.m. start to 4
p.m. The AA-A champion-
ship match-up between Suf-
fern and Newburgh was to
follow at 7 p.m.

Fallsburg showed up for
the 4 p.m. game and went
through their usual pre-
game warm-ups, only to be
informed shortly before the
scheduled tip-off that Corn-
wall would not be appearing.

Cornwall schools Superin-
tendent Dr. John Battles lat-
er claimed that he had never
agreed to the change in start-
ing time, and therefore the
game should never have been
re-scheduled. Fallsburg fans
were convinced that Corn-
wall declined to play because
they were afraid that their
long winning streak would
be broken by the Comets.

Section IX  Chairman
Paul Zintel, longtime coach
and athletic director at
Jeft-Youngsville school,

BALLGAME

BAFFLERS

' BY BRIAN

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first person to
email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.com will win a prize.

Have fun!

March Questions:

1. What are the names of the two spring training leagues major league

teams play in?

2. The New York Mets train in Port St. Lucie, FL. What is the name of

their spring training complex?

3. What major league team plays its spring training games at Publix
Field at Joker Marchant Stadium?
4. What two major league teams play their spring training home games

in Surprise Stadium?

5. The New York Yankees’ spring training headquarters is George
Steinbrenner Field. What was the previous name of the complex,

opened in 19967

February Answers:

1. Who scored the first touchdown in Super Bow! history?
(Max McGee, Green Bay Packers)
2. In what year was the Super Bowl first played in February? (2002)

o

What city has hosted the most Super Bowl games? (Miami)

4. Which two teams have lost the most Super Bowls?

(Patriots and Broncos)

5. Only two teams who have played in more than one Super Bowl have
a perfect Super Bowl won-loss record. Who are they?
(Ravens and Buccaneers are both 2-0)

There was no winner last month.
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Richard Seehausen

FineRApplied

ART SERVICES

"4 NYC ?allery framer for over 25 years,
also in Hurleyville since 2001!

highest gallery standard custom picture framing
by appointment - your place or ours - sullivan cty / nyc

rpseehausen@gmail.com

917.692.1700
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seemed to agree with the
Fallsburg fans.

“I really think that the only
reason Cornwall didn’t play
Fallsburg was that they were
afraid of them,” he told the
Times Herald-Record news-
paper after defending offi-
cials decision to award the
forfeit win to the Comets.
“For a lousy couple of hours
change, this whole thing has
exploded. It’s stupid,” he
said.

The Cornwall  School
Board appealed the Section
IX decision to the Orange
County Interscholastic Ath-
letic Association, of which
it was a member, and that
council in turn passed the
appeal on to the Section IX
Athletic Council. The appeal
was denied, and Cornwall
was placed on probation
for all Section IX activities
through the end of the 1973-
74 school year.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
SUNY Sullivan men’s bas-
ketball coach Brent Wilson

away with the win, this
time by a 94-88 margin.
The Region XV Cham-
pionship game was a dif-
ferent story, as the Gen-
erals raced out to a 36-30
lead at halftime and held
off the Colts in the second
half to win by three and

capture the crown.
Individual statistics for
the game were not avail-
able at press time.
Sullivan’s Lady Gener-
als also captured the Re-
gion XV title earlier in the
afternoon Sunday, crush-
ing Westchester Commu-
nity College 65-28 for
their seventh win in a row.
The Lady Generals had
amassed a commanding

39-13 lead over the Lady
Vikings at the half, and
never looked back.

Coach Ben Newberg’s
Sullivan women also ad-
vance to the District East
tournament on March 4.
The site of the tourna-
ment—men and women—
had yet to be announced
as the Sentinel went to
press.

RESPECT THE TRAIL Poop Bags Are There to be Used

by Win Hadley

HURLEYVILLE—The
creation of the Milk Train
Trail in Hurleyville, its pav-
ing, and its projected link-up
to other segments of rail trail
in the Sullivan County O&W
RailTrail Alliance have been
major boons to the region, and
the trail has become a popu-
lar destination for hikers and
bikers and those with mobility
issues that make other hiking
venues impractical.

For some, it has also be-
come a popular place to walk
their dog(s).

To accommodate those
welcome four-legged visitors,
The Center for Discovery
years ago erected pet waste
eliminator stations at the trail-
heads to facilitate clean-up for
pet walkers.

Unfortunately, not everyone
uses the stations, nor does ev-
eryone clean up after their pet.

Trail visitors who allow
their pets to defecate on the
trail and fail to clean it up are
showing disrespect for those
who built, upgraded, and
maintain the trail. Pets are a

welcome sight on all sections
of the trail, and there is no
better place for them to get
some exercise, but pet owners
should try to lead their pets
into the brush adjacent to the
trail to take care of business,

PHOTO BY WIN HADLEY
and failing that, should al-
ways clean up after them.

That’s not much to ask,
and it would make the trail so
much more enjoyable for all
of us.

A GOOD

by Jack Halchak

HURLEYVILLE
One hundred eighty-one
(124 adults, 57 youths)
entrants came to the ice
for the 35th Annual Hur-
leyville Fire Department
Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission Ice Fishing
Contest.

Daylight broke with a
stiff breeze blowing across
the lake, with some clouds
and a blue sky on five to
seven inches of good ice.
As the day progressed, the
sky became cloudless and
bright blue, with lots of
sun. As the contest ended,
so did the wind.

A number of quality
bullheads were caught.
Bullheads through the ice
is a little unusual, but not
unheard of, and this con-
test has produced a num-
ber of them throughout the

DAY ON THE

past years.

The Loch Sheldrake Fire
Department won the fire-
men’s contest with a total
weight of 4.13 pounds of
fish.

In the Adult division the winners
were:

Bullhead - 1st Rich Smith, 2nd
Craig Chase and 3rd Tom Post

Panfish - 1st Joe Stant, 2nd Mike
Wingert and 3rd Kevin Mitchell

Perch - 1st Joe Stant, 2nd Austin
Halchak and 3rd
Nick Guerette

Pickerel - 1st
Caleb Todd 1.88
lbs. 19.5” for a to-
tal of 21.38, 2nd
Jeff Molusky 1.61
Ibs. 19” for a total
of 20.61 and 3rd
Nick Motola 1.63
Ibs. 18.5” for a total
of 20.13.

In the youth di-
vision the winners
were:

ICE

Bullhead - 1st Kylee
Curry, 2nd Kaylie Price
and tied for 3rd Shelby
Stephenson and Ethan
Wolfe.

Panfish — 1st An-
drew Kelly, 2nd Adrian
Kubis and 3rd Miguel
Martire, Jr.

Perch - tie for 1st:
Brody Day and Brooke
Martire, tie for 2nd:
Brook Martire and Xzai-

er Yemeic and 3rd Andrew
Kelly.

Pickerel — 1st Logan Ja-
niak 1.98 Ibs. 19.50" for a
total of 21.48, 2nd Logan
Janiak 1.91 Ibs. 19.25” for a
total of 20.96 and 3rd Andrew
Kelly 1.27 Ibs. 18”for a total
of 19.27.

All in all it was a
good day on the ice.

PHOTOS PROVIDE
Top: Bobby DeGraw with
fine Crappie

Above: Austin Halchak wit
2nd place perch, Cale
Todd with winning pickerel
and Mike Lauri with a fin
crappie.

At left: Mike Ward, Kirk Ir
win and Jack Halchak (L t
r) presenting the 1st plac
trophy in the Firemen’s Divi
sion to the Loch Sheldrak
Fire Department.
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