
HURLEYVILLE-- They 
came in large trucks pulling 
trailers full of equipment 
– ATVs, chainsaws, weed-
wackers, and leaf blowers. 
Utility bucket trucks joined 
the convoy to the western 
parking lot of Hurleyville’s 
Milk Train Trail before 8 
a.m. on April 27, where two 
gigantic dumpsters sat at 
the trailhead. A crew of 21 
men and women showed 
up ready for work, and af-
ter assembling for a quick 
photo, they hit the trails. 
Both trailheads were closed 
for most of the day so they 
could have access to the 
dumped debris and trees in 
need of trimming. 

Who were these no-non-
sense warriors in work 
boots, ball caps and sun-
glasses? Our local lines-
men, meter readers and oth-
er workers from the Liberty 
office of New York State 
Electric & Gas (NYSEG), 

that’s who. 
I reached out to the kind, 

competent people in com-
munity relations at Avan-
grid, NYSEG’s parent 
company, to find out how 
Hurleyville got so lucky, 
and they were quick to re-
spond:

“We chose the rail trail 
clean-up as one of our com-
munity projects because it 
is enjoyed  by people 
from all over the area and is 
important to the communi-
ty,” a spokesperson told me.

“Our employees in divi-
sions all over the state work 
with local organizations to 
identify volunteer projects 
where they can be of ser-
vice to the communities in 
which they live and work. 
In this case, we worked 
with the Town of Fallsburg, 
The Center for Discovery, 
and Hurleyville-Sullivan 
First to set up this project. 
It’s our second year con-

ducting a clean-up along 
the rail trail.”

Not only does the cleanup 
benefit all trail hikers and 
the larger Hurleyville com-
munity, but volunteer work 

by many companies like 
Avangrid translates to dol-
lars for local not-for-profit 
groups. Avangrid / NYSEG 
employees use the Benevi-
ty software platform to log 

time spent volunteering 
at company events, local 
events, or personal events, 
enabling them to earn vol-
unteer rewards (dollars) that 
are donated directly to the 

recipient organization by 
the Avangrid Foundation. In 
this case, the lucky organi-
zation is Hurleyville-Sulli-
van First (HSF), a volunteer 
group dedicated to beau-

tification and community 
development in Hurleyville 
for more than 20 years. 

The Town of Fallsburg 
was contacted by NYSEG 
after the rail trail was cho-
sen as this year’s local NY-
SEG cleanup project, and 
officials were looking for a 
Hurleyville group that qual-
ified to receive the volunteer 
reward funds. By chance, 
HSF member MaryAnn 
Halchak was working with 
the town’s building depart-
ment on an upcoming beau-
tification effort with Code 
Enforcement Officer Mollie 
Messenger, and the pieces 
fell into place. HSF has fo-
cused several beautification 
efforts around the rail trail 
and its entrance in the past, 
building signs and gardens, 
among other projects. 

“We as Hurleyville-Sulli-
van First have worked many 
years to make Hurleyville 
and the trail an attractive, 

inviting destination,” Ms. 
Halchak said. “Having the 
help of the NYSEG work 
crew is much appreciated 
and aids our efforts. When 
we collaborate, much can 
be accomplished.”

Cody Parks, a Lineman 
1/c for NYSEG, lives local-
ly, and was part of the rail 
trail work crew. He appre-
ciates and sees the value in 
volunteering for projects 
such as this. 

“It was a good opportuni-
ty to enjoy the outdoors and 
help the community. It’s 
nice to see everyone get to-
gether to make the rail trail 
a cleaner place for everyone 
to enjoy,” he said.

It doesn’t get much bet-
ter than this - collabora-
tion, volunteering, donating 
needed funds and spruc-
ing up the rail trail in the 
happening hamlet of Hur-
leyville! 

by Ben Abramson

This article was originally 
published by Strong Towns, 
a national nonprofit that en-
courages residents to play a 
part in building resilient cit-
ies. It is reprinted with per-
mission.

WINTER GARDEN, FL-- 
It’s a balmy Saturday evening 
in Winter Garden, Florida. 
Smiling couples hold hands 
on swinging benches beneath 
a wisteria-covered gazebo. 
Throngs of residents and 
visitors line up for ice cream 
from a storefront window 
along a historic main street. 
Young families congregate 
in a splash park teeming with 
squealing children. Down-
town is positively humming.

Flash back 30 years. Plant 
Street (the city’s main com-
mercial street) was “board-
ed up, filled with industrial 
uses and used car lots,” says 
Tanja Gerhartz, Winter Gar-
den’s economic development 
director. An old train track 
sprouted grass in the center 
median.

At one time, it was one of 
the busiest shipping hubs in 
Florida for citrus heading 
north, with two train stations 
(both still intact and open to 
visitors) to accommodate all 
the demand. But like many 
of the citrus towns of cen-
tral Florida, Winter Garden 
lost its primary industry in 
the 1970s and ‘80s, when a 
series of freezes drove citrus 
growers farther south. Com-
pounding the decline, this 
era also corresponded to the 
growth of malls and regional 
shopping centers, which led 
to downtown disinvestment 
across North America.

Elected officials (local and 
county), community leaders, 
and local stakeholders knew 
they needed to take action to 
revive their declining city. 
They decided to make two 
important bets: on the pros-
pects of connecting Winter 
Garden with a new regional 

rail trail, and on the historic 
character of the town being 
an important part of its re-
vival. To this, they added a 
seemingly straightforward 
goal, but one that would 
prove transformational: bring 
people back downtown.

Winter Garden received 
Main Street Designation 
from the state of Florida in 
1991, which provided grants 
and expertise to help revital-
ize downtown. It established 
its own Community Rede-
velopment Area (CRA) in 
1992 for access to funding 
for infrastructure improve-
ments. In the intervening 
time, it also fought off a 
state-led plan to make Plant 
Street a five-lane road. 

Few towns at the time gave 
prime real estate to bicycling 
infrastructure, but Winter 
Garden made the locally 
controversial decision to 
route the West Orange Trail 
directly through the middle 
of downtown. Plant Street 
was reconfigured with the 
trail running through a large 
center median (which would 
become the base for several 
civic projects to come). 

That decision “provided 
the one thing that the city 
needed at that time, which 
was people and foot traffic 
and life,” says Kelly Carson, 
Winter Garden’s planning 
director. The West Orange 
Trail through downtown 
“was the story of how the 
city came alive again,” says 

Ms. Carson. Ms. Gerhartz 
concurs, calling it “a trail of 
life for our downtown.” 

Jason King, a principal at 
Dover, Kohl & Partners, who 
has worked on several proj-
ects in Winter Garden, casts 
the decision about placing 
the trail in economic terms: 
“Cyclists buy more stuff be-
cause they’re moving more 
slowly through a place… 
They’re better customers.” 

That certainly proved the 
case in Winter Garden. By 
2010, the West Orange Trail 
had reached one million rid-
ers a year, and the segment 
through the heart of Plant 
Street is one of its main hubs 
and rallying points. In 2020, 
Winter Garden was award-
ed official Trail Town sta-
tus from the state, given to 
communities with trails that 
provide “accessibility, ame-
nities, safety, signage, and 
proximity to businesses.”

The West Orange Trail is 
a 22.26-mile multi-use trail 
built along an old Florida 
railroad corridor. It was con-
structed and is managed by 
Orange Country and goes 
through the neighboring 
towns of Apopka and Oak-
land, ending at the county 
line where it connects to the 
South Lake Trail for another 
10 miles of paved trail. The 
stretch around Winter Gar-
den is particularly appealing, 
with shade-covered stretches 
going through historic neigh-
borhoods and regional parks, 

while new construction is 
cropping up adjacent to the 
trail.

But the segment smack-
dab in the middle of town 
is where the magic happens. 
The median on Plant Street 
is a parade of human power, 
with serious cyclists, slow-
er-moving family groups, 
inline skaters, and casual 
walkers all sharing the trail. 
Leave your bike at one of 
several city-installed racks 
and you’ll find dozens of din-
ing and shopping options just 
steps away.

Post-trail, CRA records 
document a slate of new con-
struction in Winter Garden 
that would make any city 
its size jealous. At the civ-
ic level, a striking Art Deco 
City Hall opened in 2008, a 
well-integrated downtown 
parking garage came in 2016, 
and a series of beautification 
projects added a pavilion, 
an interactive fountain, and 
a landscape of linear parks 
that transformed downtown 
into what Ms. Carson calls a 
collection of “outdoor living 
rooms.” 

Major commercial projects 
include the Plant Street Mar-
ket and Can Street Brewery, 
a food hall styled like a vin-
tage mercantile warehouse 
that “looks like it’s been 
there 100 years,” says Mr. 
King; the restoration of the 
historic Boyd Theater; plus 
several new housing projects 
adjacent to downtown. As a 
result of all these changes, 
the CRA calculates the in-
crease in property value at 
a whopping 187% between 
2012 and 2022, while add-
ing one million square feet to 
downtown. 

There’s also a historic 
preservation success story 
in Winter Garden. The most 
immediate goal when the 
city’s Heritage Foundation 
was formed was to save the 
historic Edgewater Hotel as 
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Utility Workers Give Back to Community

The headline for this month’s edition comes from the poem, 
“The Two Kinds of People” by the American author, Ella 
Wheeler Wilcox.
Ms. Wilcox was born on a farm in Wisconsin in 1850, and 
began writing poetry at the age of eight. Her most famous 
poem is entitled, “Solitude” which memorialized the lines, 
“Laugh, and the world laughs with you; Weep, and you weep 
alone.”
Her poem, “The Two Kinds of People” was first published in 
1896. The opening stanza begins: “There are two kinds of 
people on earth to-day; Just two kinds of people, no more, 
I say.”
And she goes on to write: “No, the two kinds of people on 
earth I mean, Are the people who lift and the people who 
lean.” The people who lift are people who help out in their 
community, lifting it up. The people who lean are those who 
do not give back, preferring instead to rely on the people 
who lift.
Clearly, by devoting their time to cleaning up Hurleyville’s 
Milk Train Trail, the NYSEG workers who participated have 
chosen to be “people who lift.”

THE RAIL TRAIL AS LINCHPIN Lessons From a Florida Town

SCHS TRIES SOMETHING NEW
“A Cornhole Mixer with a 

Bite of History” at Museum

NO SCHOOL TAX INCREASE
IN FALLSBURG

Five Consecutive Years Now

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE—All 
things corn will be rep-
resented at the Sullivan 
County Historical Soci-
ety’s special event on Sun-
day, May 7 at the County 
Museum, 265 Main Street 
in Hurleyville.

The SCHS is hosting 
an innovative “Cornhole 
Mixer with a Bite of His-
tory” from 1 to 4 p.m. that 
afternoon, with cornhole 
tossing competition com-
mencing at 1:45 p.m.

Refreshments will in-
clude popcorn, corn chips, 
and corn bread along with 
the more typical cookies, 
brownies, cake and cof-
fee.

The event is open to the 
public; a $5 donation per 
person is suggested. In 
addition to the cornhole 
competition, for which 
prizes will be awarded, 

the afternoon will include 
self-guided tours of the 
Museum, music by Little 
Sparrow, and a 50-50 raf-
fle.

“My goal with this 
event is to begin pav-
ing the way to widening 
the demographics of the 
community who come 
to the Museum to take 
advantage of all it has 
to offer about the histo-
ry of Sullivan County,” 
said SCHS Board mem-
ber, Elsie Kopcha, who 
came up with the idea for 
the event. “I thought as a 
starting point a fun- filled 
event like cornhole would 
have the perfect family 
appeal with an opportuni-
ty to do self-guided tours 
of the museum.”

Ms. Kopcha says there 
are plans to make the 
cornhole event a regular 
monthly offering at the 
Museum.

FALLSBURG-- Resi-
dents of Fallsburg Cen-
tral School District will 
be delighted to learn that 
there will be no tax levy 
increase for the newly 
proposed budget. On April 
18, the FCSD Board of 
Education adopted a bud-
get of $59,260,373.00 for 
the 2023-2024 fiscal year, 
which will lead to a 0% 
increase in the tax levy. 
This will now mark the 
fifth consecutive year the 
school has not seen an in-
crease to the tax levy.

The unique financial sit-
uation has presented an 
opportunity for the district 
to also address the school’s 
needs without adding onto 
the tax burden. The Board 
of Education is also ask-
ing the school commu-
nity to approve a capital 
reserve fund, which func-

tions as a savings account 
for potential building 
projects. A capital reserve 
fund will allow the district 
to set aside money, with 
little to no additional cost 
to the taxpayers, over sev-
eral years to fund certain 
building projects, such as 
renovating the school’s 
parking lots. Money will 
only be allocated to the 
capital reserve fund if 
there is a surplus at the 
end of the year. The funds 
cannot be established and 
spent without voter ap-
proval and will be capped 
at $10,000,000. 

The budget vote will 
take place on May 16 in 
the Board of Education 
meeting room at the Fall-
sburg Junior-Senior High 
School. Polls will be open 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
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NYSEG workers pose in the west side municipal parking lot in Hurleyville before beginning work on the Rail Trail.
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by Denise Sullivan
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HURLEYVILLE 
SULLIVAN-FIRST (HSF)

Everyone is invited to come 
out and help the members of 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
plant our barrels and planters. 
Work dates will be announced 
soon.

April was Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month. Healthy Fam-
ilies, part of Sullivan County 
Public Health, added blue pin-
wheels to the stone planters 
in April. Blue pinwheels are 
the national symbol for child 
abuse prevention. The obser-
vance is dedicated to raising 
awareness in the community.

The creation of a wayfin-
ding sign at the Community 
Gateway and the addition 
of solar powered strip lights 
to the historical kiosk in the 
Hurleyville Firemen’s Park 
are new projects for Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First this 
year.

Completed projects will 
continue to be preserved and 
improved by the group:

• the signs and stone plant-
ers at the entrances to Hur-
leyville
• the stone planter at the 
Hurleyville Firehouse
• the Little Free Library at 
the Hurleyville Firemen’s 
Park
Hurleyville-Sullivan First 

is collaborating with the Hur-
leyville Hub again this year 
on festivals:

• Summer Festivals on 
Thursday, July 20 and on 
Thursday, August 17 
• The Scarecrow Festival on 
Sunday, October 8
• Holiday in Hurleyville on 
Saturday, December 2
Please visit www.hurleyvil-

leny.com for more informa-
tion about Hurleyville-Sulli-
van First. You can also visit 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First on 
Facebook.

HURLEYVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH

The church received a 2023 
Sullivan 180 Beautification 
Grant. The grant will be used 
to clean up and revitalize the 
garden at the church. New 
plants and new edging will be 
added to the garden.

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church will be 
open on Thursday, May 18 
and on Thursday, May 25 
from 3 until 5 p.m.  

Youngsters are invited to at-

tend the next “Messy Church” 
on Saturday, May 13 at 5 p.m. 
They’ll enjoy learning about 
the Bible through creative and 
fun activities. An adult must 
accompany children taking 
part in the fun. 

Sunday services at the 
church begin at 9:00am. Chil-
dren of all ages are invited to 
attend Sunday school at the 
church during services.

Pastor Jorge delivers ser-
mons online on Facebook at 
11 a.m. on Sundays.

The Bible study group 
meets in the sanctuary at the 
church every Tuesday at 7 
p.m. 

You can pray with others 
over the phone on the church’s 
prayer line on Sundays from 7 
– 8 p.m. The prayer line phone 
number is 605-472-5491 and 
the access code is 251678.

The Bible study group 
meets in the sanctuary at the 
church every Tuesday at 7 
p.m.

Socks, underwear and di-
apers are being collected for 
children in foster care. Paper 
goods are being gathered for 
Preventive Services. This 
county program supports par-
ents in their efforts to keep 
their children safe and healthy 
in their own homes. Please 
contact Cookie at 845-428-
5871 or Goldie at 845-467-
1641 for more information.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-
tion on services and activities 
at the church. You can also get 
updates at the church’s page 
on Facebook.

THE SULLIVAN 
COUNTY MUSEUM AND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Sullivan County His-
torical Society will host the 
first “Cornhole Mixer with a 
Bite of History” at the muse-
um on Sunday, May 7 from 
1 until 4 p.m. Bags will fly at 
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.
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FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

A few Saturdays ago, I 
met RACHEL CORRIGAN 
and we went to see THE 
JOHNNY JULES BAND at 
THE DALE in Mountain-
dale. Rachel is heading up 
FIBER ON MAIN in Hur-
leyville, where I spend my 
Wednesday evenings with 
others knitting, crocheting 
and other fiber crafting. 
And if you don’t know Ra-
chel, you should, whether 
you are into the fiber arts 
or not.  She is one of those 
people with the best laugh 
and quick to use it, which is, 
of course, infectious.  Who 
doesn’t need more laughter 
in their lives!

And I got to meet her kit-
ty, TIMMY. Timmy is a girl. 
Formerly a barn kitty, she 
has this strong attitude of 
self-understanding to match 
her beautiful dark tortoise 
shell and white coloring.  

Johnny’s band was pared 
down to a trio (JOHN-
NY JULES on guitar and 
lead vocals; BOBBY D 
on Dobro; and guest gui-
tarist JOHN BOTTIN) to 
accommodate the cozy 
interior of the venue but 
did not shortchange on the 
quality.  Within the bluesy, 
bluegrassy and country-ish 
genre the band is

noted for, there was a 
whole host of songs that 
I don’t remember hearing 
before….and some I didn’t 
recognize at all! Maybe 
that was because they were 
geared to a trio, or maybe 
these were the new addi-
tions he had been telling me 
about.  

I spent last Wednesday at 
CABERNET FRANK’S in 
Parksville with my friends 
DAVID and MITZI MIL-
NER. I have seen David 
solo (and that Canadian 
guy is very talented!) and 
I remember when Mitzi 
was gingerly dipping her 
toes in the vocalist wa-
ters. And now, they have 
formed a duo for stage un-
der the unique name CON 
QUESO. Why they picked 
“With Cheese” as a name 
is so simply clever it made 
me laugh out loud. They’ve 
built their sets with ‘cheesy’ 
songs from the ‘70’s and 
‘80’s! Love or hate these 
songs, you’ll love this duo. 
Mitzi sang the heck out of 
BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN’S 
“Can’t Start a Fire,” giving 
it new life from a woman’s 
perspective. Then, Dave 
did the same spin with the 
disco classic “Ring My 
Bell,” originally by ANITA 
WARD. Catch them when 
you can!  

Some of you already 
know that I joined the 
Pilates class taught by 
AUDRA LANG at THE 
NEVERSINK GENERAL 
STORE several months af-
ter my “heart thing.”  It was 
more of a quest to regain my 
strength than the “change 
my life for the better” ideal-
istic quest. Pilates has many 
components, and when Au-
dra added two classes here 
at the HURLEYVILLE 
ARTS CENTER in THE 
YOGA SPACE, I knew 
I had to check them out. 
PRE-PILATES focuses on 
the breathing enhancing 
each movement, and I use 
it to lower my stress lev-
el when I want a cigarette 
(I HAVE stopped!).  Ab-
dominal strength is great to 
be able to do some of the 
movements AND who can’t 

The late April tornado 
that struck northern Sullivan 
County has been classified as 
an F2, or “strong tornado” by 
the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, 
or NOAA. The F2 classifi-
cation means the tornado has 
winds measured at between 
113 and 157 miles per hour, 
and the Sullivan County tor-
nado had winds estimated at 
115 miles per hour, destroy-
ing signs, trees, power lines 
and several buildings. Fortu-
nately, there were no serious 
injuries to people or animals 
from the tornado.

The tornado struck around 
Callicoon Center at about 
6:38 p.m. on a Saturday eve-

ning, and cut a path from 
southwest to northeast, dis-
sipating by around 7 p.m. 
People in the vicinity of 
the tornado reported that 
it “sounded like a freight 
train.”

Tornadoes can occur at any 
time of the year in the Unit-
ed States. Danger signs of a 
tornado often include large 
hail, a sudden calm within 
a storm, clouds of debris, 
a sky with a greenish tint, 
a roaring noise, and a visi-
ble funnel cloud. Tornadoes 
often strike with little or no 
advanced warning. They can 
have winds up to 318 miles 
per hour, and are classified 
by wind speed from F0 to F5.

Have you ever watched the Westminster Dog Show?
Where there are dogs of every kind

And only the best of their class
Ends up in the Best in Show line

There are fans of each dog that’s presented
They cheer when their favorite appears

That dog seems to sense that those cheers are for him
So his tail wags and he perks up his ears

Some dogs’ names are hard to remember
But the hosts can pronounce them down pat

The owners or trainers take care of the grooming
They brush their coats fluffy or flat

The littlest entries are in the toy group
They’re ever so cute and petite

The Mastiffs and Wolfhounds are some of the large 
ones

And their owners also think they are sweet

When the judge for the Best in Show selection
Has the dogs strut their stuff one last time

Each dog prances ‘round the arena
Perhaps thinking, “This award could really be mine!”

- Mimi
  May, 2023

TORNADO

THE DOG SHOW

PRIME TIMERS PLAN SUMMER 
TRIPS AND EVENTS

MONTICELLO – The 
Prime Timers of Temple Sho-
lom of Monticello are plan-
ning some interesting and 
fun-filled trips and events in 
the next few months, as fol-
lows:  

Wed., June 21 – Day on 
Your Own Round Trip Bus 
to NYC.  With tip: $45 per 
person.

Wed., June 28 –Guided 
Tour of Catskill Fly Fish-
ing Center and Museum in 
Livingston Manor, followed 
by lunch on your own, and 
then a tour of DeBruce Fish 
Hatchery. $25 per person.

Wed., July 12 – Bus Trip to 
New Paltz – guided tour of 
Huguenot St. & other places 

of interest - $55 per person.
Thurs., July 27 – Shadow-

land Theater Night – “Al-
ways Patsy Cline”- $40 per 
person.

Monday, July 31 – Temple 
Sholom Card and Mah Jongg 
Luncheon - $30 per person.

Wed., Aug. 16 – Day on 
Your Own Round Trip Bus 
to NYC - With tip: $45 per 
person.

Thurs., Aug. 31 – Bus Trip 
to Wind Creek Casino in 
Bethlehem, PA. with many 
outlet stores and $25 free slot 
play. Only $50 per person.

Call Paula for further in-
formation and reservations 
at 561-504-7192

use some flattening of those 
babies! MOBILITY AND 
FLEXIBILITY: That name 
says it all. Gentle stretching 
with an understanding of 
things like arthritis or other 
joint problems makes this a 
class for all ages.

There are, of course, 
regular Pilates classes for 
early-birds and those who 
are more advanced, but if 
you’re a newbie like my-
self, the two classes I’ve 
outlined are for you.

More fun things to do:
DUTCH’S in Rock Hill 

is reviving their Open Mic 
once a month on a Monday 
night. The dates are to be 
announced.

THE HEARTBEAT MU-
SIC HALL OF GRAHA-
MSVILLE is back for the 
season with their Wednes-
day night Open Mic.

Saturday, May 6: The 

SUNY SULLIVAN KITE 
FESTIVAL from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

Sunday, May 7: HORSE 
TACK SWAP AND COUN-
TRY FAIR at the ARROW-
HEAD RANCH AND 
SANCTUARY on Cooley 
Road in Parksville. Music 
by THE JOHNNY JULES 
BAND, vendors and farm-
ers market; 12 – 4 p.m.

Sunday, May 7: CORN-
HOLE FESTIVAL at the 
SULLIVAN COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
AND MUSEUM on Main 
Street in Hurleyville. Mu-
sic by LITTLE SPARROW, 
games for the family, ven-
dors; 1pm-4.

And mark June 4 on your 
calendar for the 2nd annual 
MUSIC FESTIVAL in Hur-
leyville!!

Until next time……
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Apple Pond Farm near Callicoon Center sustained serious 
damage from the F2 tornado in April.

PHOTO BY JANE HARRISON
Timmy, the resident  cat at Fiber on Main.

PHOTO PROVIDED
It will soon be time for Hurleyville-Sullivan First to plant the 
barrels and planters. Work dates to be announced shortly.

1:45 p.m. All skill levels can 
join in the fun. There will be 
prizes for teams placing first 
and second. 50/50 raffle tick-
ets will also be available.

The afternoon of fun and 
gamesmanship will feature a 
musical performance by Little 
Sparrow and self-guided tours 
of three floors of Sullivan 
County history.

Refreshments will include 
all things corn…popcorn, 
corn bread, corn chips…
and chocolate chip cookies, 
brownies and beverages.

A suggested donation for 
admission is $5.00 per per-
son. Donations help meet the 
increasing cost of operating 
the museum and are always 
greatly appreciated.

Plans are underway to 
host more “Meet and Greet” 
get-togethers for Sullivan 
County historians at locations 
throughout the county.

Sullivan County memora-
bilia and books recounting the 
history of Sullivan County are 
available at the museum gift 
shop.

Visitors to the museum can 
explore the historical and ge-
nealogical archives at the mu-
seum. The archives are open 
on Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., or by appointment.

Guided tours of the muse-
um are available at no charge. 
Please call 845-434-8044 to 
make a reservation.

Anyone interested in gene-
alogy and the history of life 
in Sullivan County can send 
an email to info@scnyhistory.
org to find out about volun-
teering at the museum.

The museum, located at 265 
Main Street in Hurleyville, is 
open from Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. and on Sunday from 1 to 
4:30 p.m.

Go to www.scnyhistory.
org for more information on 
the Sullivan County Histor-
ical Society and the Sullivan 
County Museum. You can 
also visit the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and Muse-
um on Facebook.

COLUMBIA HILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ALLIANCE (CHNA)

The proposed Gan Eden Es-
tates project on Columbia Hill 
continues to be on the agen-
da at monthly CHNA meet-
ings along with sustainable 
and responsible development 
throughout the community.

The proposed Gan Eden 
project will have harmful 
and frightening effects on 
our community. The project 
will deplete our water sup-
ply, jeopardize our streams 
and wetlands, alter our rural 
environment, endanger wild-
life and threaten the safety of 
drivers on our roads.

Visit CHNA at www.co-
lumbiahill.org and on Face-
book to learn how you can 
help to protect your environ-
ment and your community by 
demanding responsible and 
sustainable development.
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Ride the D with Upstate D-Tours
by Lily Barrish

HURLEYVILLE-- Dara 
Manzi has a rich family 
history rooted in Sullivan 
County. Her paternal side of 
the family was very involved 
with the Monticello Race-
way. Her grandfather, John 
Manzi Sr., raced trotters 
there, and her uncle, John 
Manzi Jr., was the publicity 
director for many years. The 
family also owned a cream-
ery on Creamery Road in 
Mongaup Valley from the 
1930s to the ‘50s. John Man-
zi, Jr. was the DJ for the Bop 
Shop radio show on WSUL 
and WVOS for 38 years. 
Dara’s grandmother, Car-
oline Manzi, was an O.R. 
nurse at Community Gener-
al Hospital in Harris. 

Ms. Manzi’s maternal 
grandfather, Sam Rosen-
shein, was twice supervisor 
of the town of Fallsburg, 
and a member of the Sulli-
van County Board of Su-
pervisors. He was also the 
fire chief. He was responsi-
ble for building the Strand 
theatre in Loch Sheldrake. 
He was known for being a 
man of his word; a big man 
in stature and presence. Her 
grandmother, Rose Rosen-
shein, ran the Rivoli Theatre 
and played the piano for si-
lent movies there. Rose’s fa-
ther, Israel Kaplan, built the 
Rivoli.

Mr. Rosenshein wore 
many hats. He opened Pop-
Ins, the legendary restau-
rant located on the corner 
of Main and Lake Streets 
in Fallsburg during the ‘60s 
and ‘70s. Both of Ms. Man-
zi’s parents, Alice and Ge-
rard, took over Pop-Ins from 
the ‘70s – ’90s, and treated 
the establishment as their 
baby. Ms. Manzi remembers 
when the line was out the 

door until two in the morn-
ing. Her Grandma Rose col-
lected money at the counter 
and her dad cooked in the 
kitchen. Once Pop-Ins shut-
tered, Gerard Manzi cooked 
at Gitano’s restaurant, and 
later opened Gerard’s River 
Grill in Narrowsburg. Al-
ice worked in the Town of 
Fallsburg Accessor’s Office 
for nearly twenty years and 
eventually became the town 
accessor. 

Dara Manzi is a home-
grown Hurleyville kid. 
When her older brother, Da-
vid, was born, her parents 
built a house on Westwood 
Drive. Dara remembers rid-
ing her bike on the Rail Trail 
before it was paved. 

“That was my trail for-
ever, and then I’d play ball 
all day,” said Dara. The old 
basketball courts were lo-
cated where the Tango Café 
is now. Dara still walks the 

trail today with her dog.
It was only during the 

pandemic that she returned 
home. For twelve years 
she’d lived in New Orle-
ans, bartending on Bour-
bon Street during college, 
and eventually opening two 
bars of her own. Dara is a 
self-proclaimed extrovert 
who enjoys partying. 

“I like to have a good 
time,” she said. 

The Big Easy lifestyle 
eventually took a toll on 
her, and she wanted to move 
back to New York. She 
lived in New York City for 
almost ten years, working 
in both the wine brokering 
and high-pressure mortgage 
industry. In 2021, settled 
back in the Catskills, where 
she’d purchased a home, an 
aneurism rupture caused her 
to undergo emergency brain 
surgery. After spending 22 
days recuperating in the hos-

pital, Dara had a new feeling 
about life. She no longer 
wanted to be in a stressed-
out work environment. 

Contemplating what she 
was going to do next, she 
toyed with the idea of start-
ing a car service. 

“Transportation is hit and 
miss around here,” she said. 
So, she began talking to peo-
ple in the area and received 
encouraging responses, tell-
ing her how much a business 
like the one she envisioned 
was needed. After writing 
a comprehensive business 
plan, Upstate D-Tours was 
launched. 

“I have supportive, local 
investors that backed me. 
That’s how I created my 
small fleet,” said Dara. 

The first vehicle Dara pur-
chased was a small school 
bus from a local business. 
Now Upstate D-Tours con-
sists of multiple luxury 

SUVS, along with multiple 
buses, and employs several 
drivers. All the vehicles are 
livery; registered and en-
sured legally. 

Booking is by the hour, 
with a one hour minimum. 
The time block is used at 
the riders’ discretion. Up-
state D-tours is a premier 
concierge transportation ser-
vice, curated to parties’ spe-
cific wants and needs. Tours 
and excursions of all kinds 
are welcome: wineries, dis-
tilleries, breweries, Bethel 
Woods, bachelorette parties, 
covered bridged, waterfalls, 
etc. 

Upstate D-Tours has sev-
eral partnerships with bus 
companies, too, including 
one in the Bronx and one lo-
cally, to provide buses of all 
sizes. 

Upstate D-Tours is not a 
transport service like a taxi, 
Uber or Lyft. At D-Tours the 
driver waits at each location, 
allowing you at any moment 
to leave and head some-
where else in a luxury SUV. 
Ride the D is not just trans-
portation, it’s an experience. 

“Point A to Point B service 
is possible at the hourly rate. 
You can start in the morning 
with a river tube and then go 
to lunch, and then to a late 
outdoor movie, if a tour that 
doesn’t involve alcohol is 
your thing. Let us know if 
you want rosé, beer, bubbly 
or the like, depending on the 
occasion, and we will make 
it happen. You won’t have to 
worry about driving at all,” 
said Dara. 

Last November, she won 
the Emerging Business 
Award of 2022 at the Sulli-
van County Visitors Asso-
ciation annual event. SCVA 
has been a big cheerleader 

SARI FELDMAN INDUCTED
FCSD Hall of Fame

PROGRAMS MARK MENTAL 
HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH

Sullivan 180

FALLSBURG – Fallsburg Central 
School District is excited to announce 
its newest inductee to the school’s Hall 
of Fame: Sari Feldman.

Sari Feldman is considered one of the 
most important figures in the American 
library system. After graduating from 
Fallsburg Central School in 1970, she 
earned her B.A. in English from Bing-
hamton University and an M.S. in Li-
brary Science from the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison. Her career as a 
public librarian spanned over 40 years. 
She has worked for the Cleveland Pub-
lic Library in Ohio, Onondaga County 
Public Library in New York, and Cook 
Memorial Library in Illinois. But most 
importantly, she served as the Director 
of the Cuyahoga County Public Library 
in Ohio for 16 years. During her tenure 
as director, her library was considered 
one of the most well-run in the country. 
It even earned the prestigious Library 
Journal 5-Star recognition for ten con-
secutive years. 

Ms. Feldman carried her passion 
for the written word beyond the book-
shelves. She served as president of both 
the American Library Association from 
2009 to 2010 and the Public Library 
Association from 2015 to 2016. As 
president, she represented America’s 
libraries on a national and global scale. 
She was even a guest of honor during 
trips overseas with the U.S. State De-
partment and various international or-
ganizations. Currently, she is a board 
member for Overdrive and RB Media, a 
policy fellow for the Washington Office 
of the American Library Association, 
and a columnist for Publishers Weekly. 

Ms. Feldman has been described by 
many as thoughtful, intelligent, and op-
timistic. But most of all, she will carry 
a legacy that will be exceedingly diffi-
cult to match. Public libraries around 
the country will be forever grateful for 
her relentless devotion to protecting our 
right to free and accessible books.

SULLIVAN COUNTY – This is a 
time to raise awareness and reduce 
the stigma surrounding behavioral 
health issues; as well as highlight 
the ways that mental health illness 
and substance abuse affects all of 
us. The observation began in 1949 
to increase awareness of mental 
health and wellness, and to celebrate 
recovery from mental illness. “Men-
tal health is essential for a person’s 
overall health. Prevention works, 
treatment is effective, and people 
can recover from mental disorders 
and live full, productive lives,” 
[youth.gov]

Data from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention shows that 
as many as 1 in 5 children and ad-
olescents in the United States have 
a mental, behavioral, or emotional 
disorder, but only about 20% of this 
population ever receives care from a 
specialized mental health provider.

Sullivan County has the highest 
rate of disconnected youth and ad-
ditional mental health related issues 
in the region. The statistics are as 
alarming as they are staggering.

Sullivan 180 is using May to pro-
mote several trainings to help our 
community in supporting our neigh-
bors, family and friends; and our 
youth who may be struggling. These 
workshops can be brought to your 
neighborhood, church, school, busi-
ness or civic group. Connect with us 
about:

Naloxone “Narcan” Training: 
This training teaches participants 
how to recognize the signs of an 
opioid overdose and administer the 

opioid overdose reversal Naloxone. 
Anyone can be trained in this pro-
gram.

QPR: Just as people trained in 
CPR and the Heimlich Maneuver 
help save thousands of lives each 
year, people trained in QPR learn 
how to recognize the warning signs 
of a suicide crisis and how to ques-
tion, persuade, and refer someone to 
help. Anyone can be trained in QPR.

Resilience Film Screening: The 
Biology of Stress and the Science 
of Hope. This film provides a deep-
er understanding of Adverse Child-
hood Experiences (ACES) and dives 
into cutting edge research on toxic 
stress. Host a screen with Q&A.

Youth Mental Health First Aid: 
This program was created to teach 
parents, family members, caregiv-
ers, teachers, school staff, peers, 
neighbors, health and human ser-
vices workers, and other caring cit-
izens how to help an adolescent (age 
12-18) who is experiencing a mental 
health or addictions challenge or is 
in crisis. The course introduces com-
mon mental health challenges for 
youth, reviews typical adolescent 
development, and teaches a 5-step 
action plan for how to help young 
people in both crisis and non-crisis 
situations. Topics include anxiety, 
depression, substance use, disorders 
in which psychosis may occur, dis-
ruptive behavior disorders (includ-
ing ADHD), and eating disorders.

To learn more about training op-
portunities click the button below 
or connect with us at info@sulli-
van180.org or call 845.295.2680.

The forest holds the cold 
air for a few days longer 
than the adjacent fields. 
At the end of March, I 
can trace a dividing line 
along the ridge west of 
our cottage. On one side, 
the fields are shades of 
brown and tan, earthy col-
ors; on the other, the for-
est floor is still white with 
snow. Brown and white: 
the landscape looks like a 
quilt.

Spring arrives piece-
meal, in this checkered 
fashion. Nature may be 
one, but it’s not uniform; 
its diverse parts turn into 
the new season at variable 
rates of speed, epicycles 
a-spin within larger cy-
cles. You can smell the 
defrosting earth before 
there’s much evidence of 
new growth on the ground.

Our lawn is streaked 
with islands of muddy 
earth, a result of an ex-
cess of enthusiasm by the 
plow-guy over the winter. 
In April, the robins show 
up, piebald and hopping 
around the upturned sod 
in such numbers the lawn 
appears to be in motion. 
Those clods of earth must 
have food in store for 
them. The robins are in 
the lead of returning birds, 
each creature reading the 
signs of seasonal change 
in its own way, and ap-
pearing on schedule, as if 
summoned. 

A week after the robins, 
we hear the house spar-
row’s “cheep! cheep!” – 
two harsh notes sounded 
over and over again. The 
sparrow, one of nature’s 
musical minimalists, has 
moved back into the nest 
directly outside the upper 
floor window. That nest 
has been here longer than 
we have. 

On the first of April, 
a rafter of turkeys trails 
across the back field, shad-
owy figures on a misty 
day, distinguishable by 
their gait. When a neigh-
bor mows down remnants 
of last fall’s corn crop, 
the turkeys gather in the 
shorn field like pilgrims 
at a shrine. I saw over 20 
of them foraging there one 
morning, the toms flaunt-
ing their iridescent plum-
age in some rite-of-spring 
bout of courtship. I was 
heartened by their return.

The light is the first and 
most pronounced agent of 
change. The saturated col-
ors of the wintry sunrises 
and sunsets soften to light-
er hues in the warming air. 
Even in that gentler light, 
the trees in the woods still 
have the cast-iron look 
of winter about them. It’s 
hard to imagine them ever 
budding. 

When the sun sets in 
these early days of April, 
the light sifts through the 
trees like rays through 

a prism; colored shafts 
glimmer and play down 
the corridors of trunks. 
Shift your gaze and the 
rays are revealed or ob-
scured, in peek-a-boo 
fashion. Eventually, when 
the trees do leaf out, sun-
sets will be visible only in 
the air above them, fring-
ing the treetops, the hori-
zon line obscured by the 
mass of greenery. As for 
the sunrises, they come up 
clearly as ever, over the 
mountains to the north, in 
unobstructed currents of 
color, streaky and plush.

This is the dappled world 
celebrated in Hopkins’s 
“Pied Beauty.” The poem 
praises nature’s variabili-
ty, its mingling in counter-
point of color, form, and 
process. Hopkins lauds 
“whatever is fickle, freck-
led,” and I love his choice 
of “fickle,” which finds 
more virtue in the mercu-
rial and inconstant than in 
the ploddingly consistent 
and uniform. Watching, 
day by day, the arrival 
of spring – “swift, slow; 
adazzle, dim” – I take his 
point, as I take his poem. 
It rings true. 

Jonathan Shimkin, writer 
and editor, may be con-
tacted at jonathanshim-
kin@gmail.com, or via 
his website: jonathan-
shimkin.weebly.com.]

Out Divine Corners Way
by Jonathan Shimkin

PHOTO PROVIDED
Dara Manzi with her co-pilot, 3-year old Winston. 

MEET DARA MANZI
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an anchor of Plant Street. 
Originally opened in 1927, 
the Edgewater is a classic 
American brick model from 
an era when hotels were inte-
grated in cities and not clus-
tered around highway exits. 
Winter Garden’s economic 
revival allowed the owners to 
renovate and reopen in 2003 
after 37 moribund years. To-
day, the Historic Edgewater 
Hotel operates B&B style, 
with rooms decorated in pe-
riod furniture and historical 
architectural features intact, 
including a vintage hand-op-
erated elevator. (Disclosure: 
I’ve stayed there twice, and 
it’s a gem.) Ground-floor re-
tail includes two restaurants 
and an ice cream shop. 

In 2010, the city adopted 
a downtown design overlay 
to ensure new construction 
would fit with the historic 
character of Winter Garden. 
It had previously conducted 
a survey of historic buildings 
and established an archi-
tectural review and historic 
preservation board to enforce 
the new guidelines. Rather 
than impeding prospective 
development, Ms. Carson 
has found that “when new 
developers come in, they 
like Winter Garden, they like 
what we’re doing and where 
we’re heading as a city,” and 

are willing to work with city 
planners to accommodate its 
standards. As a visitor, you’d 
be hard pressed to pick out 
much of the newer construc-
tion integrated with down-
town’s historic fabric.

Winter Garden is set to 
expand its pedestrian- and 
cycling-friendly standards 
from its core, overhauling 
a one-mile stretch that con-
nects downtown to a major 
arterial. Dillard Street is cur-
rently two lanes each way 
with a center turn lane, and 
will be reconfigured to in-
clude one lane of traffic each 
way, an adjacent multi-use 
trail, wider sidewalks, and 
reengineered intersections.

It is also extending the 
trail to connect to East Win-
ter Garden, a neighborhood 
that has historically seen less 
investment, in the hopes of 
replicating some of the eco-
nomic success of the trail 
segments downtown.

Building an economic plan 
around rail trails has “be-
come a proven strategy to re-
vive places and make towns 
stronger,” says Mr. King.

Lessons from the West 
Orange Trail have informed 
his firm’s work elsewhere 
in the U.S. He’s currently 
working on rail-trail projects 
in Abita Springs, Louisiana 
(Tammany Trace Trail), and 
Bristol, Rhode Island (East 

Bay Trail), using economic 
projections based partially 
on Winter Garden’s success.

Mr. King describes the 
process, “We look at these 
bike trails the same way we 
would look at any road seg-
ment. We look at the number 
of trips on the trail, the aver-
age daily trips, and from that 
you can get an idea of how 
much retail or restaurants the 
place will support.”

Meanwhile, Winter Gar-
den has experienced a com-
plete pendulum swing. As 
its original CRA sunsets in 
2023, the city is grappling 
not with promoting growth, 
but managing it. Winter Gar-
den’s population more than 
tripled from the 2000 census 
(14,351) to 2020 (46,964), 
and with increased interest 
from metropolitan Orlando 
buyers, plus the out-of-state 
migration that all Florida 
communities are grappling 
with, it’s working to accom-
modate many new residents.

“We’re trying our best to 
balance all these pressures,” 
says Ms. Carson. She says 
the city will continue to 
put development requests 
through a simple filter: “Does 
this project help establish 
and maintain Winter Garden 
as a beautiful, vibrant, and 
charming city that is beloved 
by its residents?”

THE RAIL TRAIL AS LINCHPIN: LESSONS

for her success. 
“I’m looking to create and 

build economic develop-
ment for Sullivan County. 
There’s lots of potential up 
here,” she said.  

Upstate D-Tours is the 
preferred vendor for many 
businesses in and around 
the county. Her largest ac-
count is Foster Supply Hos-
pitality. D-tours provides all 
the transportation needs for 
their guests. 

Some other affiliated ac-
counts are the Tango Café, 
HVAC, Callicoon Hills, 
Villa Roma, the Eldred Pre-
serve, Antrim Streamside, 
the Outlier Inn, Du Good 
Spirits, Catskill Provisions, 
Rock Valley Spirits, Catskill 
Brewery, Roscoe Brewery, 
Upward Brewery and local 
Airbnbs.

“At the end, we receive 
hugs and kisses, and peo-
ple don’t want us to leave. 

They feel like I’ve been their 
friend for years,” said Dara. 

A company that she 
formed just for fun, to help 
the community, is tapped 
into a niche market and 
growing with demand. 
Upstate D-Tours vehicles 
are quickly starting to get 
booked for all summer 
months. The busy season is 
now. Contact 845-280-5350 
to book a ride on the D.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Sari Feldman



27, and he felt much cha-
grined, as he expressed it, 
“to be taken by a couple of 
hick cops.” He will proba-
bly have a better opinion of 
Sergeant Thomas Mangan 
and Sergeant Jack Hopkins 
of the State Police in the 
future. Gordon was held on 
$100,000 bail in New York 
City for appearance June 5.

Largest Crowd Ever at 
Jefferson Dinner

More than 900 guests, in-
cluding many Democratic 
leaders from southern New 
York, constituted Thurs-
day night of last week the 
largest Jeffersonian dinner 
party ever in this part of the 
state. The capacity of the 
Flagler Hotel dining room 
was taxed to the limit by the 
crowd, which enthusiasti-
cally paid tribute not only to 
Thomas Jefferson, founder 
of the Democratic party, but 
also to President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt and Governor 
Herbert H. Lehman.

Vincent Dailey, state di-
rector of the Democratic 
Union, paid tribute to the 
Democratic county chair-
man, James M. Kelly, who, 
he said, had built the great-
est Democratic organization 
in any upstate county. Dr. 
Victor Bourke of Livingston 
Manor was toastmaster.

May 2017

TCFD Expands 
Green Initiatives

The Center for Discovery 
consumes more energy an-
nually than the entire ham-
let of Hurleyville. It’s a fact 
that comes with size and 24-
hour facilities. This year, for 
the first time, all that power 
will come from renewable 
sources.

The Center has been try-
ing for years to make the 
switch to solely renewable 
power, Assistant Vice Presi-
dent for Environmental Pol-
icy and Development Tom 
Burnham said. The Center 
purchases its energy through 
bulk annual contracts, and 
every year, it seeks to obtain 
that energy from renewable 
sources, Mr. Burnham said. 
This January, it finally be-
came cost effective to make 
the switch. The Center’s en-
ergy this year will be fully 
wind-powered, and it even 
saved the nonprofit 2 per-
cent in costs.

It is a testament to how far 
renewable energy has come, 
Mr. Burnham said, and it is 
a sustainability milestone 
The Center for Discovery is 
pleased to have reached.

“It speaks to who we are,” 
Mr. Burnham said. “We’re 
trying to be good stewards of 
the environment. We know 
that impacts the people we 
serve [and] our staff.”

The Center’s underpin-
ning environmental philos-
ophy centers on taking care 
of the Earth, and providing 
people with an environ-
ment and food that is free 
from toxins, Mr. Burnham 
said. From toxin-free paint 
to organic food, The Center 
tries to provide a safe and 
healthy environment for its 
residents, staff and the sur-
rounding community.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

From the Firehouse

PAPER CLIPS…
by Elaine Corrington

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking for 
help, to fight fire or to support 
those that do. We even supply 
all the gear and provide all the 
training needed, for free. Stop 
by any Monday night and find 
out how you can help.

Once again this month, 
I have some very exciting 
news to report: Hurleyville 
firefighter Denise Lombardi 
was honored by the Liberty 
Rotary with their Humming-
bird Award at their 8th Annual 
Hummingbird Award and Paul 
Harris Recognition Luncheon. 
I will take a quote from the 
program, “Denise Lombardi 
is truly making a difference 
and doing the best she can to 
improve the lives of those that 
live in this area.” That sums 
up Denise. Congratulations!

We had a taste of summer 
in the beginning of April, but 
unfortunately, it dried every-
thing out and there was a rash 
of brush fires. Ten-plus com-
panies in the Roscoe/Hankins 
area for a two-day brush fire 
and ten plus companies in 
Monticello for a structure/
brush fire followed imme-
diately by a large brush fire. 
There were numerous three- 
and four-company fires that 
kept the entire county hopping 
all week long. In addition, the 
Western Sullivan companies 
went to Pennsylvania for mu-
tual aid brush fires, and the 
Southern companies went to 
Huguenot in Orange Coun-
ty for a multi-day brush fire. 
There was a search for a miss-
ing person, and several bad 
accidents. That was all in one, 
dry week.

Then, a tornado hit the Ros-
coe-Callicoon area. A number 
of buildings were destroyed, 
but nobody was hurt. The Na-
tional Weather Service classi-
fied it as an EF-2 with winds 
up to 115 mph. 

I was able to attend the New 
York State Fire Coordinators 
conference in Watkins Glen at 
the end of March. One of the 
topics was Lithium-ion bat-
teries. The Sullivan County 

Bureau of Fire held a Chief’s 
Conference and again one of 
the topics was Lithium-ion 
batteries. The message in both 
cases was loud and clear. As 
stated in a pervious column, 
make sure your devices are 
all Underwriter Laboratories 
(UL) approved, use the orig-
inal charger and charge cord, 
and DO NOT tamper with 
the batteries. Do not charge a 
transport device in your hall-
way, especially if it is between 
you and the way out should it 
catch fire. 

Another topic covered in 
both conferences was using 
social media in the fire ser-
vice, presented by Sullivan 
County Judge, James Farrell. 
His program was entitled, 
“Social Media in the Fire Ser-
vice: Blessing or Curse.”

At the Chief’s Conference, 
Amy Barkley-Carey, a Loch 
Sheldrake firefighter and own-
er of Maple Woods Farm, 
talked about animal rescues in 
emergencies. And, wouldn’t 
you know it, Loch Sheldrake 
fire department had a struc-
ture fire the very next day, and 
there were numerous animals 
on the property. Amy was 
there to help.

At the Chief’s Conference, 
one of the most powerful 
messages came from keynote 
speaker John Liddle, Sulli-
van County’s Commissioner 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices. “Training Saves Lives,” 
“Mission first: Protect life and 
property,” and the powerful 

“the volunteer fire service is 
the soul of our communities, 
and some people are leaders 
by title, some are leaders be-
cause they run toward dan-
ger.”

John used his experience 
from the Navy to intertwine 
with the fire service to deliver 
his message.

If you have traveled outside 
of Hurleyville in any direction, 
there is road construction. The 
new interchange construc-
tion in Monticello is ongoing, 
and will be for some time. 
All these construction sites 
have one thing in common: A 
traffic headache. To help you 
through the traffic mess, there 
are flaggers. They are there 
to protect the construction 
workers, and to help you nav-
igate the detours. You know 
where the construction sites 
are, and if you cannot avoid 
them, you have to go through 
them. LISTEN to the flagger, 
SLOW down in construction 
sites, HAVE some patience, 
WATCH for sudden stops in 
front of you, and BE prepared 
to stop suddenly. Help keep 
the flagger and construction 
sites safe.

Remember the Burn Ban is 
in effect until May 14.

Upcoming in June is the 
22nd Annual Morningside 
Fishing Classic on Saturday, 
June 17 from 5 a.m. - 1:00 
p.m.

Be Safe Out There.

FALLSBURG - The Town of 
Fallsburg Police Department has 
announced that it will be imple-
menting body cameras for all 
officers. The decision was made 
to increase transparency and ac-
countability, and to improve pub-
lic trust in the department.

Fallsburg Police Chief Simmie 
Williams commented on the de-
cision, stating, “We believe that 
body cameras are an important 
tool for modern policing. They not 
only provide an objective record 
of interactions between police of-
ficers and the public, but they also 
help to protect our officers from

false accusations. We are con-
fident that the implementation of 
body cameras will be a positive 
step forward for our department 
and the community we serve.”

Town Supervisor Kathy Rappa-
port also expressed her support for 
the decision, stating, “The safety 
and well-being of our residents 
and our officers are our top priori-
ty. We believe that the implemen-
tation of

body cameras will help to en-
sure that both our officers and 
community are held accountable 
for their actions, and that every-
one is treated with the respect and 
dignity they deserve. We are com-
mitted to working with the police 
department to ensure a smooth 
and successful implementation of 
this important technology.”

The Town of Fallsburg Po-
lice Department plans to roll out 
the body cameras immediately, 
with all officers expected to be 

equipped with the technology by 
the end of the month April. The 
department has also developed 
policies and procedures to govern 
the use of body cameras, includ-
ing guidelines on when and how 
they should be used.

The implementation of body 
cameras in the Town of Fallsburg 
Police Department is part of a 
broader trend across the country, 
as more and more departments 
recognize the importance of trans-

parency and
accountability in modern po-

licing. The department hopes that 
this move will help to build trust 
with the community and improve 
the quality of policing in the Town 
of Fallsburg.

For more information on the 
Town of Fallsburg Police Depart-
ment’s implementation of body 
cameras, please contact: Police 
Chief Simmie Williams at 845-
434-4422.

World Laughter Day 

Every once in a while in life, you are looking for one thing 
and unexpectedly find another. 

While writing this month’s article, I was unsuccessfully 
looking up “National Weirdos Day” to see if it had outlived its 
usefulness since it’s inception in 2000, and found that it was 
actually newer than World Laughter Day, which this month 
marks its 25th anniversary. WHAT? How is that possible?

So, weirdos were officially honored after laughter’s debut 
as a wonderful holiday? How can that be? My mind kept be-
ing distracted by this revelation. I had to put my pen away 
and come back to honoring laughter with it the next day. One 
would think that weirdos would have been noticed by many 
people many years before, but not until a couple of years later 
than laughter? It took me a long time to get past this revela-
tion.

Turns out that there are many ways laughter affects not 
only our mood-- wonderful when genuine, opposite if not—
but laughter has now been studied and found to be a serious 
contributor to good physical health. Did you know that from 
40–60 calories can be burned from just one good chuckle? 

That good chuckle can boost your energy, too. So keep 
chuckling and you could lose weight or change the way your 
body moves and works. Look it up!

Now, here is a more serious issue that has come to light: 
As I am writing this, the exact date for National Laughter 
Day has not been put into the computer yet for May, 2023. 
Is this a joke, designed to make you think any day can be a 
day of healthy laughter…or is National Laughter Day already 
OVER? Keep watching your computer and looking for it. 

Did the weirdos just explode in disgust? We can only hope 
to find our answer in September. Is the world ending? Have 
weirdos won? Will people wake up and fix this? There is a lot 
of laughter in Hurleyville. Can we save US, at least?

May 6, 1933

County Seat Crowd Starts 
Riot When Red Speaker 

Uses U.S. Flag for 
Handkerchief Throng 
Shouting for Lynching 

Pursues Offender

Isadore Katzowitz, a Wo-
odridge grocer who came to 
Monticello Monday night to 
be one of the speakers at a 
May day mass meeting in 
front of Village Hall, caused 
turmoil on Broadway by 
rather ostentatious use of the 
American flag as a handker-
chief.

Katzowitz was a target for 
a shower of eggs. He used the 
flag to wipe the results from 
his face and an assemblage 
which previously had been 
good-naturedly heckling the 
group of radical speakers at 
once gave way to wrath. The 
speakers’ stand collapsed. 
Katzowitz fled amid cries of 
“Lynch him!”

Hurleyville Teachers Sign 
Contracts for Next Year

At the regular meeting 
of the Board of Education 
April 24, the question of 
hiring teachers for next year 
at Hurleyville was present-
ed for consideration, and 
contracts were awarded. 
In awarding contacts, the 
Board set up a minimum 
salary below which no cuts 
were made and above which 
reductions of one hundred 
dollars per teacher become 
effective. This cut with oth-
er reductions will result in 
a total saving to the school 
district of nearly $900.00 
in salaries next year. This 
saving was made necessary 
by reductions in state aid to 
public schools during the 
current year.

Fireman’s Dance a 
Wow!!!

The dance given by the 
Hurleyville and Loch Shel-
drake firemen last Wednes-
day night at the Morningside 
Casino proved to be one of 
the largest affairs of the sea-
son. Music by the Honesdale 
Bachelors orchestra was all 
that could be desired.

Moe Kove, in his usual 
breezy manner, was master 
of ceremonies. The street 
singer has nothing on our 
singing garage man Irving 
Cohen, who entertained the 
crowd with a number of 
songs. “Stretch Rubin dis-
played unusual talent in the 
rendition of “I Got a Right 
to Sing the Blues.” The sil-
ver loving cup, offered to the 
fire company best represent-
ed at the dance was awarded 
to Chief Ed Glickman and 
his firemen of South Falls-
burg. Judge Fox, of Monti-
cello was awarded the lucky 
number prize.

May 27, 1933

Waxey Gordon, 
Racketeer and Bootlegger, 
Captured at White Lake 

by State Troopers

White Lake, Sullivan 
County, again comes into 
the spotlight with the cap-
ture of the notorious “Wax-
ey Gordon,” racketeer rated 
by Uncle Sam as Public En-
emy No. 1. Federal agents 
have been searching the 
county for him since April 
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ROOM FOR ONE MORE?
Host a Fresh Air Kid This Summer

by Lisa Weiss

SULLIVAN COUNTY – 
I don’t have to tell you, it’s 
been a crazy few pandemi-
cally-tinged years, but with 
a sigh of relief, the worst 
seems to be behind us. One 
thing I’m looking forward 
to is re-growing a summer 
program I’ve been part of for 
many years, and hoping to in-
spire other families to join in.  

My husband and I plan to 
welcome a young New York 
City child for a summer visit 
through the non-profit group 
Fresh Air Fund.  

I am the volunteer co-chair 
for Sullivan County, and be-
fore the pandemic we had 
grown to more than a dozen 
local families hosting city 
kids and sharing summer va-
cations in our beautiful area. 

Many low-income city 
kids have struggled mightily 
through the pandemic, and 
missed out on so many things, 
including the chance to expe-
rience summer breaks full of 
fresh air, swimming every 
day, playing outside until 
dark, and stargazing. Local 
families can open their homes 
and hearts through volunteer 
hosting. It’s as simple as do-
ing what you and your family 
already plan to do – just with 
one more person. 

In the “before pandemic” 
days, my husband and I host-
ed Paige, a Bronx girl, for 
four summers. She learned 
to swim and nailed the 
deep-water swimming test 
at the community pool. She 
- and we - made new friends 

through other host families 
and local activities. She’s 
graduating High School this 
year, so we’re starting over 
with a new child and looking 
forward to a week of swim-
ming, board games, s’mores, 
and laughter. 

The city kids are between 
the ages of 8-14 and hosts 
can select the gender and 
age of the child. Hosts can 
be singles or couples, with or 
without children. Visits are 
one week long, and occur this 
year from June 28 to July 5, 
or August 7 to 14. Fresh Air 
Fund covers transportation 
by charter bus to and from 
Monticello, as well as lia-
bility coverage for approved 
activities. Fresh Air Fund 
and local volunteers provide 
for 24/7 support (for medical 
needs, homesickness, etc.). 

Here’s what visiting chil-
dren get: more comfortable, 
confident, connected and ex-
cited about learning, stronger 
support network, new ideas 
for their futures. And here’s 
what host families get: deep-
er understanding of the world 
and their own community, 
more comfortable with new 
people, family togetherness 
and memories, a cultural ex-
change. 

If your family has room for 
one more this summer, reg-
ister at https://freshair.org/
volunteer-to-host/; or contact 
a Sullivan County volun-
teer: Lisa Weiss, lisa.weiss@
friendlytown.org, or Vikki 
Siciliano, Victoria.siciliano@
friendlytown.org.

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED

PHOTO PROVIDED
Selfie on a lake excursion with cousin Leela, Fresh Air Fund 
kiddo Paige, Sullivan County hosts Gray and Lisa.
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FRENCHY
An original Short Story by Jack Robbi

I had to duck my head 
slightly to enter the living 
room of Sheriff Harry Bor-
den’s residence across from 
the Sullivan County Jail on 
Bank Street in Monticello, 
and felt several pairs of eyes 
on me as I did so.

Mrs. Borden had directed 
me to “go right in” when I 
had knocked on the door of 
the residence and had led the 
way to the living room, but 
did not enter, stepping aside 
instead to allow me to do so. 
I was there at the invitation of 
Deputy Sheriff Jay Lass, an 
old friend, whose long slen-
der face I spotted right away.

Jay was in a small group 
that included Borden, New 
York State Police Sergeant 
Thomas Mangan, and a man 
I did not recognize. Borden 
spoke first.

“Good Morning, Kelly. 
I’m glad you could make it. 
I think you know most every-
one here except for O’Toole.”

Borden motioned toward 
the man I did not recog-
nize. He was short and stout, 
dressed in a dark blue suit, 
white shirt, and blue and 
grey striped tie, and stepped 
toward me with his hand ex-
tended.

“Kelly? Jimmy O’Toole,” 
he said. “NYPD Detective.”

“Bronco Kelly,” I replied, 
taking his hand. “I’m the 

town constable in Fallsburg.”
“Kelly is one of our best 

investigators,” Borden said, 
directing his remarks to 
O’Toole. “And, he has his ear 
to the ground in one of our 
busiest resort areas. If any-
thing is going on in any of 
the Fallsburg hotels or bun-
galows, he probably knows 
about it. That’s why I asked 
him to join us.”

Jay Lass had telephoned 
my home just after seven 
o’clock that late May morn-
ing to let me know that my 
presence had been request-
ed at a meeting at Borden’s 
house at nine o’clock about 
a “matter of some impor-
tance” without supplying any 
details. I had been curious 
then, but knew better than to 
question my friend, figuring 
that he had been instructed to 
tell me only so much. Now, 
the presence of Mangan and 
the New York City detective 
piqued my curiosity even 
more.

Mrs. Borden reappeared, 
bringing me a steaming hot 
cup of coffee, and asking if 
anyone needed a refill, before 
retreating from the room and 
sliding the pocket doors shut.

Almost as soon as the doors 
were closed, Borden stepped 
to the center of the room and 
spoke again.

“Gentlemen, you have all 

now met Detective O’Toole, 
and he is here to ask for our 
help, so I am going to turn 
this little meeting over to 
him. Detective…”

O’Toole walked over to 
Borden’s side and cleared his 
throat.

“As the Sheriff just said, I 
am here to ask for your help,” 
he said. “We are searching 
for a suspect in a dope ring, 
and we have some reason to 
believe he might have made 
his way up here.”

O’Toole reached into his 
suit jacket and withdrew some 
papers that had been folded 
lengthwise in his inside chest 
pocket. He straightened them 
out and began to hand one to 
each of us.

“This mugs name is Mau-
rice Carillot. He sometimes 
goes by Frenchy, and other 
times uses the alias Martin 
or Marty Carroll. We want 
this guy bad, and the word on 
the street is that we aren’t the 
only ones looking for him.”

“What does that mean?” 
Borden asked.

“It means that we have rea-
son to believe that some of 
his dope dealing pals are also 
looking for him. Except they 
have other plans besides col-
laring him.”

O’Toole went on to explain 
that Carillot had been impli-
cated last August when fed-

eral agents arrested four men 
in Philadelphia for trafficking 
narcotics. The four, and Car-
illot, who was believed to be 
their salesman in the New 
York area, were indicted in 
October, but Carillot had dis-
appeared and had not been 
located despite having every 
cop in the city looking for 

him.
“This guy has been pretty 

well known to us for a few 
years now, so there’s a good 
description of him along 
with his picture on the paper 
I just gave you,” O’Toole 
said. “He’s about five-eight 
in height, and stocky, 200 
or better. Typically well-

dressed, he prefers custom 
made suits. He’s never been 
the violent type, but I’d ad-
vise caution if you do see 
him. You never know what 
he might do if he’s cornered.”

“What makes you think 
he might be here?” I asked. 
“And why now, after all these 
months?”

“We think he’s moving 
around,” O’Toole said. “We 
believe he was in the Bridge-
port, Connecticut area for a 
time, and now, with Deco-
ration Day coming up, and 
the Mountains filling up 
with people, we are betting 
he might think he can blend 
in with the holiday crowds 
up here, when locals are less 
likely to pay any attention to 
a stranger.”

I nodded.
“So what’s the plan, Har-

ry?” Mangan asked, turning 
his attention from O’Toole to 
the Sheriff.

“Well, we are going to have 
our hands full with the holi-
day crowds to begin with,” 
Borden said, addressing the 
room. “So I have told Detec-
tive O’Toole that the best we 
can do is to be on the lookout 
for anything suspicious. The 
likelihood of any of us actu-
ally spotting this mug is pret-
ty slim.”

“Look, that’s all I can ask,” 
O’Toole said resignedly. 

“We’re not expecting any 
miracles, but the more eyes 
we’ve got on this the better.”

“Seems like we might have 
a better chance spotting some 
of the other guys who are 
on his trail,” Mangan said. 
“These are the pros, I as-
sume?”

“Big time,” O’Toole nod-
ded. “These are probably 
Lepke Buchalter’s boys.”

“Buchalter?” Mangan 
asked. “You think he is tied 
up in this?”

“Well, he’s the top guy in 
most of the smack that’s sold 
on the east coast,” O’Toole 
said. “So yeah, we think he 
wants to make sure Carillot 
doesn’t talk to us. He’s fun-
ny like that when it comes to 
possible witnesses.”

“But then again, you hav-
en’t been able to locate him, 
either,” Borden said. “He’s 
been evading you guys for 
what, three years?”

“He’s been evading the 
Feds,” O’Toole said defen-
sively. “We’re just offering 
support.”

Borden smirked. “Right,” 
he finally said.

The Sheriff then turned 
his back on O’Toole and ad-
dressed me.

“Kelly, I’m hearing reports 
that the Fallsburg hotels are 
filling up fast and that re-
cord crowds are expected this 

weekend. Can I count on you 
to be extra vigilant in watch-
ing for this guy?”

“Of course,” I said, al-
most automatically. “But talk 
about finding a needle…”

“Just do the best you can, 
Constable,” O’Toole said, 
stepping around Borden so 
he could see me. “That’s all 
we are asking from each of 
you. We’d do the same for 
you.”

Jay Lass had been quiet the 
entire time, but summed up 
what everyone was thinking 
when he finally spoke, barely 
loud enough to be heard.

“I have a feeling it’s going 
to be some weekend.”

 
Welcome to another of 

Fallsburg Constable Bronco 
Kelly’s adventures, this one 
fictionalized from an actual 
event that took place in May 
of 1939. Bronco Kelly and 
Detective Jimmy O’Toole 
are fictional creations, and 
although Sheriff Harry 
Borden, Deputy Sheriff Jay 
Lass, Sgt. Thomas Man-
gan, Lepke Buchalter, and 
Maurice Carillot are actual 
people, no representation 
is made as to the accuracy 
of their characterizations 
here. Don’t miss Part II of 
“Frenchy” in next month’s 
edition of The Hurleyville 
Sentinel

FCSD to Host Family 
Engagement Day

RADIO CATSKILL SEEKS NEW BOARD MEMBERS

FALLSBURG – If you’re 
looking for a fun and fam-
ily-friendly activity this 
Spring, then save the date for 
Fallsburg Central School’s 
Family Engagement Day. 

All are welcome to en-
joy delicious food, live mu-
sic, arcade and table games, 
sports contests, and fun ac-
tivities for children free of 
charge. There will also be a 
raffle, where attendees will 
have a chance to win a bicy-
cle and several gifts offered 
by the school district. School 
clubs and community orga-
nizations will be tabling for 
this event, where they will 
provide activities, gifts, and 
promotional material. 

Free transportation by 
Rolling V school buses will 
be provided for this event. 
Here are the following pick-

up times and locations: 
Bus One
10:15 a.m.: Mountaindale Post 
Office
10:30 a.m.: Woodridge Town Hall
10:45 a.m.: Woodbourne Fire-
man’s Parking Lot
3:00 p.m.: Drop-Off – Return in 
opposite direction
Bus Two
10:00 a.m.: Loch Sheldrake Mu-
nicipal Parking Lot
10:15 a.m.: Hurleyville Post Office
10:30 a.m.: Laurel Avenue by 
Apartments
10:40 a.m.: Griff Court
10:50 a.m.: Main Street Houses 
in South Fallsburg
3:00 p.m.: Drop-Off – Return in 
opposite direction

The event will be held on 
May 13, 2023 from 11am-
3pm at Fallsburg Junior-Se-
nior High School. For more 
information, please contact 
(845) 434-6800 ext. 1220 or 
visit the district’s website at 
www.fallsburgcsd.net.

LIBERTY – Radio 
Catskill, public radio for 
The Catskills and Northeast 
Pennsylvania, is seeking 
new Board of Trustees mem-
bers to guide its mission and 
development. 

Members of the Radio 
Catskill Board of Trustees 
contribute their time and 
skills to advance the mission 
of a public radio station that 
is a model of innovation, in-
clusion, and creativity in the 
world of public broadcast-
ing. The Board of Trustees 
manages the Corporation 
and retains legal and fidu-
ciary responsibility for its 
management; makes all de-
cisions of policies; ensures 
compliance with Corpora-
tion for Public Broadcasting, 

FCC and other Federal and 
State requirements; sets stra-
tegic direction for the orga-
nization; and ensures com-
pliance with Radio Catskill 
Bylaws. 

The Board of Trustees 
meets approximately once 
a month and members are 
expected to serve on at least 
one committee and serve the 
organization in other capaci-
ties. Board members serve a 
minimum of three years and 
service commences in June 
2023. 

Interested individuals 
should submit the applica-
tion by May 15. The applica-
tion can be found at wjffra-
dio.org. 

Inquiries may be sent to 

getonboard@wjffradio.org. 
About Radio Catskill: 

WJFF Radio Catskill is an 
independent community 
voice of the Catskills and 
Northeast Pennsylvania, 
connecting listeners through 
locally focused and globally 
aware programming in or-
der to inform, entertain, and 
inspire our communities, 
and promote understanding 
among people of diverse so-
cial, cultural, economic, and 
political backgrounds.

HURLEYVILLE —
There is just one more 
weekend in which to catch 
the latest impactful movie 
at the hurleyvile Perform-
ing Arts Centre cinema.

“Are You There God? It’s 
Me, Margaret” is based on 
the 1970 bestseller about a 
young girl coming of age 
without a religious affilia-
tion because of her parents’ 
inter-faith marriage. The 
movie stars Abby Ryder 
Fortson as Margaret, with 
Kathy Bates and Rachel 
McAdams. It will be shown 
at the cinema through May 
7.

For over fifty years, 
Judy Blume’s classic and 

groundbreaking novel “Are 
You There God? It’s Me, 
Margaret” has impacted 
generations with its time-
less coming of age story, 
insightful humor, and can-
did exploration of life’s 
biggest questions. In Lions-
gate’s big-screen adapta-
tion, 11-year-old Margaret 
(Abby Ryder Fortson) is up-
rooted from her life in New 
York City for the suburbs of 
New Jersey, going through 
the messy and tumultuous 
throes of puberty with new 
friends in a new school. 

Critics and audiences love 
the movie. For example, the 
film critic Leo Brady noted 
in his review that it is  “the 

type of movies we should 
be showing our children 
and a coming-of-age story 
that we can all empathize 
with. I absolutely adored 
‘Are You There God? It’s 
Me, Margaret.’” 

Showtimes at the HPAC 

cinema are Friday and Sat-
urdays at 6 p.m. and Sun-
days at 2 p.m. Admission 
is $14 for adults and $12 
for children, students, Vet-
erans, and seniors. HPAC 
members get 20 per cent off 
those prices.

ILLUSTRATION BY JACK ROBBIN
O’Toole handed out a mugshot of Maurice Carillot, also 
known as Frenchy.
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HPAC CINEMA SCREENING IMPACTFUL FILM
Last Weekend for “Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret”



by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE 
— Two players from 
SUNY Sullivan have been 
recognized by the Nation-
al Junior College Athlet-
ic Association (NJCAA) 
as 2022-2023 basketball 
All-Americans.

The NJCAA released 
the men’s and women’s 
teams last month. The 
All-America teams high-
light the top 30 basket-
ball student-athletes in 
each sport (men’s and 
women’s) for the 2022-23 
season. The All-Ameri-

ca teams consist of three 
teams: first, second, and 
third teams, and selec-
tions are made by the NJ-
CAA Division II Men’s 
and Women’s Basketball 
Committees, respectively.  

Sophomore Generals 
guard Jay Alvarez, from 
Waynesboro Area High 
School in Waynesboro, 
PA, was named a first 
team All-American on the 
men’s side. The Sullivan 
men’s team, coached by 
Brent Wilson, finished 
22-8 on the year and won 
the Region XV Champi-
onship. Alvarez was an 

integral part of that team, 
as he played in all 30 of 

the Generals games, av-
eraging 21.9 points, 8.6 

rebounds, 1.9 assists, and 
1.9 steals per game. Alva-

rez shot 53.0% from the 
field, 30.9% from three 

point range, and 62.5% 
from the free throw line.  

Alvarez was also recent-
ly selected by the NJCAA 
coaches to take part in 
the 13th annual NJCAA 
Men’s Basketball All-Star 
Game, which will take 
place at The Orleans Are-
na in Las Vegas, Nev. on 
Saturday, May 20. The 
game features the best 
players in the nation from 
Divisions I, II, and III as 
voted on by the national 
coaches from all three di-
visions.

Deivejon Harris was 
named a third team 

All-American as a sopho-
more center for Sullivan’s 
women’s team. Harris 
hails from the Business 
of Sports School in the 
Bronx.

Coach Ben Newberg’s 
Sullivan women’s team 
was 19-10 on the year, 
winning the Mid-Hudson 
Conference championship 
and the Region XV cham-
pionship. Harris aver-
aged 16.0 points, 14.3 re-
bounds, 1.0 assist, and 1.0 
block per game, shooting 
59.6% from the field and 
52.6% from the free throw 
line.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

ALL-AMERICA! TWO GENERALS HOOPSTER 
GET NATIONAL RECOGNITION

Fallsburg Seniors Commit 
Scanna, Rein to Play College Football

SULLIVAN BASEBALL 
CONTINUES STREAKY PLAY 

Generals Now Stand at 13-16 

FALLSBURG — On 
April 11, two Fallsburg 
High School seniors of-
ficially announced their 
commitment to play 
college football in 2023-
‘24.

Mateo Scanna signed 
his letter of intent to play 
for Hartwick College 
in Oneonta, NY, where 
he will major in mathe-
matics and hopes to play 
fullback. The Hawks 
play football in the Em-
pire 8 Conference in 
the NCAA Division III. 
They struggled to a 2-8 

record last season, and 
went 0-6 in conference 
play.

Andrew Rein Jr. 
signed to play for St. 
Thomas Aquinas Col-
lege in Sparkill, NY. He 
intends to major in Pre-
Med and hopes to play 
quarterback or wide re-
ceiver. 

Head coach of Fall-
sburg’s football team, 
Dominick Scanna, con-
gratulated Mateo and 
Andrew for their out-
standing achievement. 

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first person 
to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.com will win a 
prize. Have fun!

May Questions:
	 1.	 In	what	year	was	the	very	first	Kentucky	Derby	run?	
	 2.	 What	was	the	name	of	the	horse	that	won	the	first	Kentucky	
	 	 Derby?	
	 3.	 What	horse	recorded	the	fastest	time	ever	in	a	Kentucky	Derby	
	 	 race?	
	 4.	 What	is	the	traditional	drink	of	the	Kentucky	Derby?	
	 5.	 The	founder	of	the	Kentucky	Derby	was	the	grandson	of	which	
	 	 famous	explorer?	

April Answers:
	 1.	 What	MLB	pitcher	has	made	more	Opening	Day	starts	than	any	
	 	 other?	(Tom Seaver – 11)
	 2.	 Two	players	share	the	record	for	most	career	home	runs	
	 	 hit	on	Opening	Day.	Who	are	they?
  (Ken Griffey, Jr. and Frank Robinson – 8)
	 3.	 In	what	stadium	did	“streaking”	fans	disrupt	the	Opening	Day	
	 	 game	in	1974?	(Comiskey Park, Chicago)
	 4.	 Since	William	Howard	Taft	threw	out	the	first	pitch	on	Opening	
	 	 Day	in	1910,	every	U.S.	President	except	two	has	thrown	out	at	
	 	 least	one	Opening	Day	first	pitch.	Which	two	did	not?	
  (Carter, Trump)
	 5.	 One	U.S.	president	actually	threw	out	two	first	pitches	in	the	same	
	 	 game,	one	right-handed	and	one	left-handed.	Who	was	this	
	 	 ambidextrous	president?	(Harry Truman)

There was no winner last month.

FIFTY YEARS AGO…
Controversy Brewed Over Deer Permits
by John Conway

In May of 1973-- 50 years 
ago this month—the New 
York State Department of 
Environmental Conserva-
tion inadvertently stirred 
up some controversy when 
it announced that Sullivan 
County would be included 
in a program that would is-
sue 2,750 party permits for 
deer hunting in the region.

The decision, the D.E.C. 
said, was designed to curb 
the growth of a weakened 
deer herd.

Fred Ford, D.E.C. Region 
3 game manager, told the 
Sullivan County Federation 
of Sportsmen’s Clubs that 
even with the mild preced-
ing winter, “deer had been 
found with low bone mar-
row ratios.” He added fur-
ther that had it been a severe 
winter, “these deer would 
have starved to death.”

“He explained that be-
cause of these findings 
there are indications that the 
fawn crop will be large this 
spring, thus throwing an ex-
tra load on the winter food 
supply, setting up potential 
starvation should there be a 
serve winter in 1973-’74,” 
wrote Charlie Crist in the 

sports section of the May 
11, 1973 Times Herald-Re-
cord.  

At least one of Sullivan 
County’s leading sports-
men took exception to the 
D.E.C.’s announcement, 
however, and was quote vo-
cal about his contrary posi-
tion.

G. Calvert Crary of Lew 
Beach said he “could not 
agree with the party permit 
system this year.”

We have cut our herd 
down by 40 per cent,” Crary 
told the TH-Record. “And 
the department says our 
food supply is no better than 
it was before. There is going 
to be starvation every year 
no matter what happens.

“It’s an unfortunate sit-
uation where the Board of 
Supervisors votes unani-
mously and we vote 45-1 
we don’t want a season, 
and where I’m concerned 
we have it shoved down our 
throats.”

Despite the disagreement, 
Ford told the Sportsmen’s 
Federation that the D.E.C. 
recommendations “were the 
best thing that could be ar-
rived at this year,” and that 
he thought eventually all the 
sportsmen would agree.

by John Conway

LOCH SHELDRAKE— 
The Sullivan Generals 
baseball team continued to 
win—and lose—in bunch-
es throughout the month 
of April, and as the Senti-
nel went to press, the team 
stood at 13-16 for the year. 
The record reflects win-
ning streaks of five and 
four games, and losing 
streaks of seven and three 
games.

The team started out the 
season plagued by bad 
weather, and two home 
games against Nassau 
County Community Col-
lege had to be cancelled in 
April, as well. The month 
started on a high note for 
the Generals, as they cap-
tured five of their first six 
games in April, includ-
ing four in a row. Four of 
the wins were convincing 
victories over archrival 
SUNY-Orange, with the 
Generals capturing games 
by 21-8, 12-5, 13-0, and 
6-1 scores.

Those victories were 
followed by three straight 
losses to Westchester 

County Community Col-
lege, although Sullivan 
was able to capture the 
fourth game in that series, 
by a 7-1 margin. Two loss-
es to Bryant & Stratton 
College followed.

The Generals bested 
Kingsborough Communi-
ty College 13-12 on April 
25, despite yielding 17 hits 
in the game, while col-
lecting 15 of their own. 
A doubleheader split with 
Rockland County Commu-
nity College followed on 
Thursday, April 27 in Loch 
Sheldrake, as the Gener-
als dropped the first game 
12-9 before taking the sec-
ond by a 2-1 margin.

Sullivan had two addi-
tional games scheduled 
against Rockland in Suf-
fern on Friday afternoon, 
April 28. Their next action 
was a home and home se-
ries with Dutchess County 
Community College, with 
games in Poughkeepsie on 
May 4 and 5 and a double-
header at Diamond Park on 
Sunday, May 6.

Those games conclude 
the season for Sullivan.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Andrew Rein, Jr. signs his letter of intent.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Mateo Scanna signs his letter of intent to play for 
Hartwick College.

Professional Soccer Players 
Discuss Mental Health

Fallsburg Junior-Senior High School

FALLSBURG – On 
March 29, former soc-
cer players Brittany Tay-
lor-Kolmel, Meghan Tay-
lor, and Michael Parkhurst 
visited Fallsburg Junior-Se-
nior High School via lives-
tream to discuss mental 
health with students. The 
assembly was organized on 
behalf of Access: Supports 
for Living, an organization 
that provides resources for 
individuals with disabili-
ties or mental illness. 

Brittany Taylor-Kol-
mel played soccer for the 
University of Connecti-
cut, where she was named 
two-time All-American 
defender and two-time Big 
East Defender of the Year. 
She eventually earned a 
spot to play with several 
professional organizations 
and even represented the 
United States at the Pan 
American Games in Bra-
zil. Despite her success, 
Brittany has dealt with 
her fair share of adversity. 
She talked about how there 
were doubts if she would 
continue to play at a high 
level after suffering a sea-
son-ending injury in col-
lege. But she stressed how 
important it was to avoid 
discouragement and that, 
with enough hard work 
and dedication, anyone can 
overcome setbacks.

Meghan Taylor, who also 
happens to be Brittany’s 
sister, played collegiate 
soccer for Binghamton 
University. She was named 
three-time all-conference 

and two-time all-region 
and even played a pivotal 
role in leading her team to 
their first NCAA Division I 
tournament berth in school 
history. She emphasized 
the importance of having 
strong relationships as a 
key to success. Receiving 
the necessary emotional 
support from teammates, 
coaches and family helped 
Meghan overcome chal-
lenges throughout her soc-
cer career.

Michael Parkhurst, a 
native of Providence, RI, 
played soccer at Wake 
Forest University. He was 
named All-American and 
inducted in the school’s 
Hall of Fame. After his col-
legiate career concluded, 
he played professional soc-
cer for 15 years in both the 
United States and Europe. 
He also represented the 
U.S. Men’s National Team 
and was a 2008 Olympi-
an. Having a highly suc-
cessful career came with a 
great deal of pressure for 
Michael. He stressed the 
importance of preparation 
and focus as a way to com-
bat nerves before an im-
portant game. 

Interim Principal, Shana 
Bruestle, thanked Britta-
ny, Meghan and Michael 
for sharing their stories 
with the students. She also 
thanked Access: Supports 
for Living and Superinten-
dent of Schools, Dr. Katz, 
for their help in organizing 
this assembly.
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