
more.”
Whether it is operating the 

store, or volunteering for the 
fire department, or partici-
pating in Catskill Toastmas-
ters’ events, Ms. Lombardi 
and her husband, Rob have 
discovered it is all about 
reaching people and collab-
orating with them.

“Given the fact that we are 
open nearly every day, we 
have also been able to form 
relationships with therapists 
and teachers at The Cen-
ter for Discovery, and were 
thrilled to be approached by 
them to offer vocational op-
portunities to multiple stu-
dents,” Ms. Lombardi says. 
“In addition, we were recent-
ly given the chance to work 

alongside Hurleyville 
superstar Kadeidra Deas. 
It means so much that 
all these individuals not 
only feel comfortable 
with us but they trust us. 
The same goes for our 
partnership with New 
Hope Community.”

That trust has been 
built by dedication and 
hard work over the past 
four years, and the Lom-
bardis expect to continue 
to build on their relation-

ships long after the anni-
versary celebration is in the 
books.

“We are in the process of 
renovating a mixed use prop-
erty in Hurleyville, and are 
considering different options 
for that space,” Ms. Lombar-
di said. “I am still searching 
for a vocational opportunity 
for my son RJ to truly enjoy 
and be a part of. We may use 
that building to create that, 
we’ll see. He is still young, 
and he’s happily enjoying 
his current self-directed po-
sition as a taste-tester of 
HGS snacks. His current fa-
vorite seems to be the double 
chocolate chip muffins from 
Neversink General Store.”

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – 
It is likely that Denise 
Lombardi could never 
have imagined when she 
held the grand opening 
of the Hurleyville Gen-
eral Store on September 
13, 2019-- Friday the 
Thirteenth— what good 
fortune awaited her. In 
fact, no one could have 
blamed her for suspect-
ing the worst when the 
store was forced to shut 
down just a few months later 
due to the COVID pandem-
ic.

But all’s well that ends 
well, even when the end is 
nowhere in sight. At least no 
one is giving any thought to 
an ending as the store pre-
pares to celebrate its fourth 
anniversary with a big shin-
dig on October 13 this year. 
The anniversary celebration 
is still in the planning stages, 
but details are expected to be 
forthcoming soon.

And there is much to cel-
ebrate. After spending years 
working in public account-
ing on Long Island, Ms. 
Lombardi moved perma-
nently to Hurleyville just a 
couple of months prior to 
opening the store, which was 
initially located at 227 Main 
Street. Despite a few bumps 
in the road, she has never 
been happier.

“Hurleyville is such a 
great community,” she says. 
“I am fortunate to live, work, 
and volunteer in a place that 
has embraced our family and 
propelled us to keep going 
despite tremendous person-
al and professional obsta-
cles mostly related to the 
pandemic. I am so looking 
forward to celebrating four 
years with them and many 

by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – Mu-
sic, food, happy vendors 
and lots of visitors com-
bined with mostly good 
weather for the second an-
nual Hurleyville Summer 
Festival on August 17. 

As the bouncy house jig-
gled with jumping children 
inside it, Carmine Gontz 
deftly strummed a guitar 
and sang an impressive list 
of cover songs to kick off 
the live music, followed 
by the group Little Spar-
row. Perry Gipps and the 
Partymaster crew provided 
an excellent sound system 
and a tent for the musicians, 
with DJ entertainment in 
between bands. HPAC was 
open on a non-movie night, 
welcoming visitors into 
their lobby, selling conces-
sions and showing coming 
attractions in the movie 
theater. Cars lined Main 
Street and filled the Mon-
gaup Road Rail Trail park-
ing lot as people shopped 
and ate in the vendor area 

and on Main Street, where 
balloons were bouncing in 
the breeze. Although rain 
showers dampened the 
event, it was an upbeat, 
busy and very well attended 
festival.

The Hurleyville Hub, in 
its second year as a small 
coalition of businesses, 
community groups, and in-

terested volunteers, planned 
the festival, coordinated 
with the Town of Fallsburg, 
and collected donations to 
make it happen. In addition 
to the town of Fallsburg, 
sponsors of this year’s festi-
vals are the Sullivan Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce, 
Bold Gold Media, and 
Thompson Sanitation, all of 

which helped to make last 
year’s events possible, as 
well. Even with the town’s 
generous offer to partner 
with the Hub, (they also 
provided sawhorse barriers 
and garbage containers), 
funds were needed to pay 
for decorations, parking lot 
signage, lawn signs, flyers, 
and scavenger hunt materi-

als. And, while Perry Gips 
at Partymaster is generous 
in donating time and equip-
ment to the event, festival 
funds were needed to pay 
some staffing expenses. 
Hurleyville businesses and 
organizations came through 
in all the best ways with do-
nations to pay for all of it. 

A scavenger hunt for kids 

has become a favorite activ-
ity at Hurleyville festivals, 
encouraging youngsters 
and adults to visit business-
es along Main Street. After 
gathering individual let-
ter clues at 12 Hurleyville 
businesses and organiza-
tions, the young partici-
pants had to form a word 
with the letters they had 

collected before submitting 
their entries. Three young 
participants popped into all 
12 locations, including the 
Sullivan County Museum, 
and will claim prizes from 
Morgan Outdoors. Sisters 
Tessa and Nina Denis en-
joyed finding each build-
ing that displayed a clue, 
and they were especially 

grateful to the ladies at the 
Museum, who gave them 
cookies and shelter while 
they solved the word puz-
zle. Hurleyville resident 
Patrick Maxwell was also 
a winner, walking through 
town with a friend to gather 
clues. He enjoyed the inde-
pendence that comes with 
being almost 11 years old; 
no parental supervision was 
necessary for him to com-
plete the contest. 

 After about two hours, 
the rain began to push 
people indoors or to their 
cars. As vendors with tents 
packed up their goods, the 
Poison Love trio played and 
sang for the final hour. Sul-
livan County Sheriff Mike 
Schiff was in attendance, 
and stayed to help the vol-
unteers and vendors close 
the festival. As they packed 
up, a beautiful rainbow ap-
peared overhead, and then 
another formed alongside it. 
Cameras and smiles came 
out at the end of another 
great day in the happening 
hamlet of Hurleyville.

by Lily Barrish 

SOUTH FALLSBURG 
– The Hurleyville Sentinel 
would like to wish Harold 
Gold a very happy 100th 
birthday on September 
20. Mr. Gold has been an 
extraordinary pillar of the 
Sullivan County commu-
nity. After attending Whar-
ton School at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania 
on scholarship and then 
receiving a graduate de-
gree from Columbia Uni-
versity, he returned home 
to join the business his 
father had started during 
the 1930s. Under Harold’s 
management, Fallsburg 
Gas Company became one 
of the largest independent-
ly-owned propane busi-

nesses in the Northeast. 
Mr. Gold was an active 

member of the Fallsburg 
Fire Department for 73 
years, serving as presi-
dent and commissioner. At 
the age of 92, he stopped 
marching in the Sullivan 
County Fireman’s parade. 
A trustee emeritus of the 
executive board of the 
Sullivan County Historical 
Society, and a founding 
member of the Sullivan 
County Community Col-
lege Board of Trustees (its 
longest-serving member 
when he retired), are only 
a few of the highlights of 
Mr. Gold’s lengthy list of 
achievements. 

Aside from all of his 
community-minded ac-
complishments, Mr. Gold 

has always been proud of 
his 58 years of marriage to 
his late wife, Pearl Gold. 
Together they had three 
sons—Barry, David and 
Michael. Now they have 
eight grandchildren, and 
11 great-grandchildren. 

We thank Mr. Gold for 
everything he’s done to 
make Sullivan County a 
better place and wish him 
a wonderful year ahead.
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Hurleyville’s Summer Festival Delights

Our headline for this month’s edition, which seemed per-
fectly suited to the magical atmosphere surrounding the 
Hurleyvile Hub’s first summer festival of the season, comes 
from an unattributed poem entitled “A Summer’s Day.” The 
opening stanza of the poem goes like this: 
In the heart of summer,
As the sun beats down,
The day’s a perfect wonder,
A world with magic crowned.
The sky, so blue and open,
Against the green it plays,
And the breeze, like a perfect token,
Blows softly, through the maze.
Read Denise Sullivan’s front page story to get the details 
of the very successful event, the spirit of which not even 
Mother Nature could dampen with her late evening shower.

Harold Gold Turns 100 Centenarian in South Fallsburg

FOUR YEARS AND COUNTING
Hurleyville General Store Planning to Celebrate

ABOUT OUR HEADLINE

PHOTOS BY DENISE SULLIVAN
The vagaries of Mother Nature did little to dampen the Summer Festival, and a rainbow 
appeared to top things off.

PHOTOS BY DENISE SULLIVAN
Scavenger hunt winner Pat-
rick Maxwell

PHOTOS BY DENISE SULLIVAN
Scavenger hunt winners Tessa and Nina Denis.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Harold Gold (left) 
with his son, David.
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HURLEYVILLE-SULLI-
VAN

FIRST (HSF)

The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First are 
busy working on projects to 
make our hamlet even more 
beautiful. The group’s proj-
ects are funded in part by a 
2023 Beautification Grant 
from Sullivan 180.

The new wayfinding sign 
will be installed soon at the 
Community Gateway/En-
trance to the Rails to Trails on 
Main Street. The sign points 
the way to shops, restaurants 
and community services in 
Hurleyville. 

New solar-powered strip 
lighting was added to the 
historical kiosk in the Hur-
leyville Firemen’s Park. 

New barrels were pur-
chased to replace the barrels 
on Main Street and at the 
post office.

And, as always, the flowers 
are blooming in the barrels 
and in the stone planters at 
the entrances to Hurleyville 
and at the firehouse.

Members of Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First collab-
orated with the Hurleyville 
Hub on the 2nd Annual Sum-
mer Festival in August. The 
groups are now working on 
plans for the Scarecrow Fes-
tival on Sunday, October 8 
and Holiday in Hurleyville 
on Saturday, December 2.

Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion about Hurleyville-Sulli-
van First. You can also visit 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First on 
Facebook.

HURLEYVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry at the church will be 
open on Thursday, Septem-
ber 21 and on Thursday, Sep-
tember 28 from 3 p.m. until 
5 p.m.  

Youngsters are invited 
to attend the next “Messy 
Church” on Saturday, Sep-
tember 10. The fun will be-
gin at 5 p.m. An adult must 
accompany children taking 
part in the games and cre-
ative activities. 

New socks, new under-
wear, diapers and gently used 
clothes are being collected 
for children in foster care. 
Volunteers at the church are 
also gathering new socks, 
new underwear, new pants 
and new t-shirts for local vet-
erans. Please contact Cookie 
at 845-428-5871 or Goldie at 
845-467-1641 for more in-
formation.

Sunday services at the 
church begin at 9 a.m. Chil-
dren of all ages are invited to 
attend Sunday school at the 
church during services.

Pastor Jorge delivers ser-
mons online on Facebook at 
11 a.m. on Sundays.

The Bible study group 
meets in the sanctuary at the 
church every Tuesday at 7 
p.m. 

You can pray with oth-
ers over the phone on the 
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.
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FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.

I was wondering what I’d 
write about, then going over 
my notes I realized Au-
gust was one of the busiest 
months I’ve had. So, here 
goes.

The weekend before 
last, I had the pleasure of 
finally seeing THE CAM-
ERAMEN at CABERNET 
FRANK’S.  I had had a 
long conversation with 
them back in the COVID 
days when they and their 
families were refugees from 
the city.  They are indeed all 
cameramen (TV, films, et 
al) who bonded over music.

This is like no other 
group I have ever come 
across. Their music is all 
original, completely instru-
mental, and as Chris, the 
guitar player explained: it 
is ZZ TOP and SURF MU-
SIC blended together. Their 
music is so engaging, you 
selfishly don’t want them to 
stop.

I popped into the HAS-
BROUK TAVERN to see 
THE JOHNNY JULES 
BAND. I stepped into an 
interior of rustic charm that 
updates but doesn’t lose 
the history. Their menu 
combines sandwiches, 
full dinners and specials, 
all extremely well done 
as I joined a large table of 

According to the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration, a 
“rainbow cloud” is a phe-
nomenon that occurs when 
small water droplets or 
small ice crystals scatter 
the sun’s light. 

If just the right angle of 
the sun’s light is present, 
you can see the full band 
of rainbow stretch across 
the sky. Sometimes you 
can even see the mirror 
image of the band, or a full 
double rainbow.

A rainbow cloud is rela-
tively rare. It can only oc-
cur when the cloud is thin 
enough, and have suffi-
cient water droplets or ice 
crystals all about the same 
size present. 

When those conditions 
are right, a rainbow cloud 
is born.

Just over a year ago, the 
New York Post reported 
on a rainbow cloud that 
caused quite a stir when it 
appeared over a Chinese 

city. “The rainbow halo 
is actually an atmospheric 
optical phenomenon called 
cloud iridescence,” the 
Post reported. “This oc-
curs when ‘water droplets 
or ice crystals in the cloud 
diffract the light around 
the outside of the droplet, 
as opposed to bending the 
light through it,’ according 
to Weather Channel mete-
orologist Jen Carfagno.”

The Post article went 
on to say that “the colors 
of the spectrum are not as 
neat and organized in iri-
descence as in a rainbow,” 
adding that “cloud irides-
cence reminds me of pixie 
dust or unicorn sprinkles.”

According to that Au-
gust, 2022 Post article, 
“the internet was awe-
struck by the rainbow 
cloud.”

John “the Weatherman” Si-
mon writes a regular column 
on weather for The Sentinel. 
He lives in Hurleyville.

Some doors remain locked
Perhaps keeping bad events out

Other doors swing wide open
With folks who are friendly

Of this there’s no doubt

Sometimes locked doors are simply meant
To allow those behind them to quietly vent

About things that have happened at work or at home
The message is often “Please, leave me alone.”

I just need some time to relax and de-stress
We can have a chat later, when I’m at my best
A talk can be great when I can focus on you

And not be distracted by the kids or the news

And when teens’ doors are locked
Don’t call even their names

For they’re surfing the net or playing a game
They might unlock their doors when their stomachs 

make noise
But, they’ll grab a quick snack then go back to their 

toys

If you’re a risk-taker and think you’ll always be safe
And you don’t lock your doors when you leave

Just remember one tip that might keep you and yours 
safe

Never, ever lose sight of your keys

- Mimi
  September, 2023

LOCKED DOORS

VOLUNTEERS ENHANCE 
THE VIBRANT HAMLET OF HURLEYVILLE

Yoga on the Bridge 

by Kathleen Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – Sul-
livan 180 awarded 2023 
Beautification Grants in 
the spring to the Hur-
leyville Fire Department, 
the Hurleyville United 
Methodist Church, and 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First. 
Volunteers in the three  
groups used those grants 
to help fund projects that 
make Hurleyville even 
more beautiful.

New gardens were creat-
ed at the church and at the 
firehouse. New plants and 
flowers were added to the 
new barrels on Main Street, 
at the firehouse and at the 
post office. New plants and 
flowers were added to the 
three planters at the entranc-
es to Hurleyville and to the 
planter at the firehouse.

Solar-powered strip light-
ing was added to the histor-
ical kiosk at the Hurleyville 
Firemen’s Park.

And, coming soon, a new 
wayfinding sign will be in-
stalled at the Community 
Gateway/Entrance to the 

Rails to Trails. The sign 
was created to guide folks 
to the shops, restaurants and 
services on Main Street.

By Lily Barrish

FALLSBURG—Welcome 
the arrival of the fall equinox 
by joining The Yoga Space 
Catskills and LeeAnna Ma-
niace on the historic Dennis-
ton Ford Bridge (aka Croton 
Bridge) over the Neversink 
River in Fallsburg from 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
September 23. This event took 
place twice in August, each 
time with a successful turnout 
and ideal weather. Come for 
yoga, enjoy some cider, and 
lounge by the river afterward. 
Everyone is welcome. The 
cost to attend is $20. 

friends for dinner. 
It was the band’s first 

time performing there. For 
all you new readers, John-
ny and I were neighbors for 
several years right here in 
Hurleyville and we remain 
the bast of friends. This 
band is comprised of all 
true professionals, and they 
read the room perfectly. 
More Country-ish in their 
first set then moving on to 
the Bluesy Rock for their 
second as new wave of pa-
trons came in.  

Still, my three furry 
weather forecasters are 
eating like crazy. I’d like 
to think it’s because of the 
storms but I have this sink-
ing feeling that it’s more a 
portend of cooler weather 
on the horizon. We shall 
see.

I found myself in Rock 
Hill twice in one week. 
First, to see the RIVER 
RAMBLERS, part of the 
weekly ROCK HILL MU-
SIC SERIES, brainchild of 
STEVEN SCHWARTZ of 
STEVE’S MUSIC in Rock 
Hill. I was so excited to see 
this group included as they 
usually play closer to the 
Delaware River.  

It was so good to see 
STACY COHEN again. We 
got to know each other a bit 

when she had THE DANC-
ING CAT where she often 
would fill in a band’s break 
with a song or two, but this 
was the first time I was able 
to see her in full musician 
mode. And, she purely spar-
kles along with the band 
making even FOLSOM 
PRISON BLUES sound 
joyous. 

Then I was back in Rock 
Hill for HEART’S SONG 
at the very popular ROCK 
HILL FARMER’S MAR-
KET. I’ve followed friends 
and neighbors DAVID 
BLOCH and LORI HABER 
since they first got together. 
Both are poets and last year, 
they were toying with sing-
ing together. What a differ-
ence a year makes!

They are now songwrit-
ing together and their songs 
are musically contemporary 
with lyrics that come from 
their poetry. When you see 
them, ask for BUCKET 
LIST TWIST. It’s my new 
theme song!

And finally, an invitation 
from THE FREDERICK 
COOK SOCIETY to a pop 
up concert at THE SULLI-
VAN COUNTY HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY AND MU-
SEUM featuring LITTLE 
SPARROW, exactly what I 
needed.
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church’s prayer line on Sun-
days from 7 to 8 p.m. The 
prayer line phone number is 
605-472-5491 and the access 
code is 251678. 

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-
tion on services and activities 
at the church. You can also 
get updates at the church’s 
page on Facebook.

THE SULLIVAN 
COUNTY MUSEUM AND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Visit www.scnyhistory.org 
to see the newly redesigned 
website for the Sullivan 
County Historical Society 
and Museum. You can also 
visit the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and Muse-
um on Facebook.

The Frederick Cook So-
ciety will present a concert 
at the museum on Sunday, 
September 17 at 2:00pm 
featuring Don and Susan 
Cerce, a favorite musical 
duo from Long Island. The 
duo’s repertoire includes old 
time country, blues, jazz and 
popular songs from the ‘50s, 
‘60s and ‘70s.

Mickey Barnett, Sullivan 
County’s legendary coun-
try and pop recording artist, 
will host and open the show. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Donations are always greatly 
appreciated.

The Sullivan County His-
torical Society will present 
the 2023 “History Maker” 
and “History Preserver” 
awards at the society’s Annu-
al Meeting and Awards Din-
ner at the Rockland House in 
Roscoe on Sunday, October 
22. Award winners are hon-
ored for their preservation 
of Sullivan County history 
for the enlightenment of fu-
ture generations, the stated 
mission of the Society. In-
formation on making dinner 
reservations and purchasing 
ads in the dinner journal will 
be sent out soon.

The historical and ge-
nealogical archives at the 
Sullivan County Museum 
are open for exploration on 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. or by appointment.

Guided tours of the mu-

seum are available at no 
charge. Please call 845-434-
8044 to make a reservation.

Sullivan County memora-
bilia and books describing 
the history of Sullivan Coun-
ty are always available at the 
museum gift shop.

Anyone interested in gene-
alogy and the history of life 
in Sullivan County can send 
an email to info@scnyhisto-
ry.org to find out about vol-
unteering at the museum.

The museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open from Tues-
day through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on 
Sunday from 1 to 4:30 p.m.

COLUMBIA HILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ALLIANCE (CHNA)

CHNA was organized in 
2012 in response to proposed 
projects that would deplete 
our water supply, endanger 
our streams and wetlands, al-
ter our rural environment and 
threaten the safety of drivers 
and pedestrians on our roads.

The developer of the pro-
posed Gan Eden Estates proj-
ect on Columbia Hill has not 
appeared before the Town of 
Thompson Planning Board 
since early 2022. The mem-
bers of CHNA meet regular-
ly in order to be prepared for 
the next time the project is on 
the board’s agenda.

The members of CHNA 
support sustainable growth 
that is appropriately con-
ceived and scaled to be in 
sync with our community. 

Visit CHNA at www.co-
lumbiahill.org and on Face-
book to learn how you can 
protect your environment 
and your community by de-
manding responsible devel-
opment. 

PHOTO BY JEREMY LEVNER
Yoga on the Bridge in August.

RAINBOW CLOUDS



Abdul Muhaimin of Wo-
odridge, NY will be attend-
ing SCCC with a major in 
Nursing. She is graduating 
fourth in her class with an 
advanced Regents diploma, 
she was on the Superinten-
dents Honor Roll, was a 
Girls Gold Scholar Athlete, 
placed second in the Future 
Problem Solvers State Com-
petition, was a member of 
the Future Problem Solvers 
International in 11th grade, 
and a member of the Nation-
al Honor Society. We are 
confident that Najuwa will 
achieve all her life goals.  

Sierra Kaplan is the 
daughter of Alan and Dawn 
Kaplan of Woodridge, and 
will be attending Marywood 
University to major in Nurs-
ing. Sierra was a member of 
the Superintendent’s Honor 
Roll, BOCES Career and 
Tech Honor Society, a mem-
ber of Key Club, Interact 
Club, the Rock Hill Ambu-
lance Corps, the Ecology 
Club and the Leo Club, as 
well as receiving the Rol-
land Allen Sportsmanship 
Award. Sierra was picked by 
the Ralph Rappaport Family 
as the recipient of their an-

nual scholarship donation 
thru Kiwanis of Woodridge. 
We are confident that Sierra 
will succeed in all her en-
deavors.  

Michael Storms, son of 
Rosalind Natale of Moun-
tain Dale and Michael 
Storms, Sr., graduated sixth 
in his class of 99 with a Re-
gents Advanced with Hon-
ors Math & Science Diplo-
ma, and will be attending 
Penn State with a major in 
Biomedical Engineering. 
Michael was Secretary of 
the Fallsburg JSHS Ecol-
ogy Club, as well as being 
a member of the National 
Honor Society and NSHSS. 
We are certain that Michael 
will achieve his life goals 
and be a great success.  

Mikalah Ballard, daugh-
ter of Michael and Nyree 
Ballard of Woodridge, grad-
uated with a Regents diplo-
ma, having been Chief Jus-
tice, Class President, Class 
Representative, and a mem-
ber of the National Honor 
Society. She will be attend-
ing St. John’s University to 
study Pharmacy. We know 
she will be a great asset to 
the profession.

LIBERTY – Five Sullivan 
County schools participating 
in the Sullivan 180 Empow-
ering a Healthier Generation 
competition are preparing to 
host a panel of judges and 
show off their efforts to pro-
mote health and wellness for 
the students and community 
of their school building. The 
judges, coming from out-
side of Sullivan County, will 
meet with school represen-
tatives and visit schools to 
determine who will win the 
competition and additional 
funding. 

Participants in the Em-
powering a Healthier Gen-
eration Competition include 
Benjamin Cosor Elemen-
tary, Fallsburg; Livingston 
Manor Elementary; Living-
ston Manor High School; 
Cooke Elementary, Mon-
ticello; Sullivan West Ele-
mentary.

During the 2022-2023 
school year, these schools 

were awarded Healthier 
Generation Competition 
Grants in the amount of 
$5,000 each; and are com-
peting for Healthier Gener-
ation Awards in the amount 
of $75,000 and $50,000 that 
will be presented at the Em-
powering a Healthier Gener-
ation Awards & Celebration 
at Bethel Woods Center for 
the Arts on September 21, 
2023.

The 2023 Empowering a 
Healthier Generation judges 
are:

Pat Claiborne, Orange 
County Progress; Lori 
Rivenburgh, Executive Di-
rector, Town of Wallkill 
Boys & Girls Club; Shayna 
Russo, SNAP – ED Hudson 
Valley Region, Project Man-
ager.

“We are honored to host 
this distinguished panel of 
judges and showcase some 
of the best school-based 
health & wellness work in 

our county,” said Meaghan 
Mullally-Gorr, Director of 
Health & Wellness at Sul-
livan 180. “Healthier Gen-
eration Advisors, commit-
tees, school administrators 
and communities have been 
working very hard to prepare 

for Judging Week. Sullivan 
County schools have so 
much to be proud of and we 
are looking forward to cel-
ebrating the culmination of 
their efforts at the Empow-
ering a Healthier Generation 
Awards & Celebration.”

Judging Week includes 
one day of school building 
presentations followed by 
two days of school building 
site visits. During the school 
building site visits judges 
will be hosted by partici-
pating schools where they 
will see the health & well-
ness initiatives in action. 
These initiatives promote 
health and wellness among 
students, staff, parents, and 
their communities to create 
a grassroots movement that 
will change policy and en-
vironments; while demon-
strating that individuals and 
families have an important 
role to play in building a cul-
ture of health for themselves 
and the next generation.

To learn more about Em-
powering a Healthier Gener-
ation visit www.sullivan180.
org or contact Meaghan 
Mullally-Gorr at 845-295-
2685 or Meaghan@Sulli-
van180.org.
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WOODRIDGE – Kiwanis 
of Woodridge awards schol-
arships each year to gradu-
ating seniors from the Falls-
burg Central School District 
who are in good academic 
standing, have participated 
in community service, and 
will be attending a two or 
four year college, or a trade 
school. Kiwanis representa-
tives met with each recipient 
at a Scholarship Luncheon 
at Casa Mia in Hurleyville 
to congratulate them and 
take photos. It was the 24th 
Annual Scholarship Awards 
Event. To date, including this 
year’s recipients Woodridge 
Kiwanis has given $101,900 
in scholarship money to very 
deserving recipients.

The recipients of the 2023 
Annual Kiwanis Scholar-
ships are:

Nicholas Muscia, son of 
Maurizio and Fierella Mus-

cia of South Fallsburg, will 
be attending SUNY Oneonta 
with a major in Psychology. 
He graduated first in a class 
of 99 with a GPA of 98.78. 
During his high school 
years, he was Robotics Club 
President, Band Vice-Presi-
dent, Chorus Section Leader, 

Class Valedictorian, Nation-
al Honor Society member, 
and a Scholar Athlete. We 
sincerely congratulate Nich-
olas on his many accom-
plishments, and wish him 
great success in the future.

Carla Granados, daugh-
ter of Carlos and Maria 

Granados of Loch Sheldrake, 
will be attending SCCC with 
a major in Biology, with a 
goal of becoming a Pediatri-
cian. She was Vice-President 
of the Student Government 
Association, an All-Star for 
Soccer, Player of the Season 
in Track, and was on the Su-

perintendent’s Honor Roll, 
the National Technical Hon-
or Society, and Vice-Presi-
dent of the National Honor 
Society. We sincerely wish 
Carla the best in achieving 
all her desired goals.  

Najuwa Ladan, daugh-
ter of Rahinatu Ibrahim and 

SUNY Sullivan Launches Microcredentials Program
LOCH SHELDRAKE-- 

SUNY Sullivan is launch-
ing a microcredentials pro-
gram offering a series of 
courses and professional 
training in Phlebotomy and 
Tax Preparation. 

Microcredentials are a 
short sequence of courses 
that are designed to provide 
individuals with in-demand 
skills, know-how, and expe-
rience. Typically complet-
ed in one or two semesters, 
microcredentials, can help 
individuals enter the work-
force, or switch careers, 
they can help with meeting 
continuing education re-
quirements, or enable indi-
viduals to learn additional 
skills for a promotion or 
such as SUNY Sullivan’s 
Phlebotomy microcreden-
tial, can prepare students 
directly for professional 
certification. Microcreden-
tials are also stackable and 

can lead to earning a 1-year 
certification or a full asso-
ciate’s degree.

“The College is very ex-
cited to offer new pathways 

for individuals to gain em-
ployable skills if they are 
looking to change careers 
or enter the workforce’” 
said SUNY Sullivan Dean 

of Student Success and 
Workforce Development, 
Dr. Jennifer Wrage. “By 
bundling essential skills 
employers are seeking in 

an accelerated format, it 
allows students to quickly 
earn the training needed to 
obtain a job or be eligible 
for a higher paying posi-
tion.”

Microcredentials help in-
dividuals advance their ed-
ucational, professional, and 
personal goals in the same 
way as traditional degrees 
and certificates but are gen-
erally offered in shorter or 
more flexible time spans 
and tend to be more nar-
rowly focused. Endorsed 
by SUNY and SUNY Sul-
livan, microcredentials 
verify, validate, and attest 
those specific skills, and/
or competencies have been 
achieved and are of high 
quality. Students who com-
plete the required course 
sequence with a grade of C 
in each class or higher earn 
a digital badge that can be 
shared with employers or 
listed on professional sites 
such as LinkedIn.

For more information on 
SUNY Sullivan’s Micro-
credentials Program go to 
https://sunysullivan.edu/
microcredentials/, or con-
tact the office of admissions 
at admissions@sunysulli-
van.edu, or call  845-434-
5750 x4287.

A doe and her fawns 
were grazing on the lawn 
early one summer morning. 
The youngest fawn was 
gawky on its legs yet, so 
small it looked like a toy. 
As its mother and siblings 
grazed, it suddenly took off 
across the grass, running 
at top speed to the lawn’s 
end, running back just as 
fast, turning again, as if 
propelled by a great force. 
I’ve seen cats careen about 
a room like that, suddenly 
possessed. The fawn kept it 
up for a while, the mother 
occasionally pausing from 
grazing to watch, with a 
“whatever…” look on her 
face, as her fawn learned 
the use of legs, delirious 
with joy of motion and 
pleasure in its young life.

In this beleaguered sum-
mer, such moments were 
poignant to the point of 
heartbreak. The season be-
gan with flames (Canada) 
and ended with flames (Ha-
waii, Washington). Crises 
crisscrossed the globe, and 
in the interstices of calami-
ty the wild creatures blithe-
ly propagated, their vulner-
able young entering this 
fraught world as if in chal-
lenge and rebuke to the rav-
ages of the Anthropocene. I 
watched a turkey hen wad-
dle down a narrow ditch 
off the shoulder of Divine 
Corners Road with three 
poults in tow – small balls 
of beaked fluff moving to-
gether to maintain their po-
sition under the protective 
canopy of the hen’s tail. 
The sight was as tender as 
it was disconcerting. How 
would the poults fare as 
the climate changed? The 
question of survival is no 
longer hypothetical, but 
all too pressing; the envi-
ronment is changing in our 
faces, in real time – nothing 
prospective about it.

In August, I read an ar-
ticle about a plan prepared 
by The Heritage Founda-
tion for the next Republi-
can presidency, titled “Proj-
ect 2025.” The plan runs a 
thousand pages and calls 
for, among other things, 
“shredding regulations to 
curb greenhouse gas pollu-
tion from cars, oil and gas 
wells, and power plants; 
dismantling almost every 
clean energy program in 
the federal government; 
boosting the production of 
fossil fuels.” It reads like a 
bad dream. 

I was reminded of an 
old R. Cobb cartoon, from 
those halcyon days of the 
1960s, when nuclear anni-
hilation was the only ex-
istential threat we faced. 
Cobb drew a man standing 
with a push-button console 
in his right hand, a wire 
running from the console to 
his back; with his left hand 
he pushed the button and 
the top of his head explod-
ed in a mushroom cloud. 
A small frog at his feet 
looked up with a distraught 
expression on its face. The 
caption: “Man Demonstrat-
ing His Superiority Over 
Animals.” 

I don’t mean to wax sen-
timental about nature. Ani-
mals have their own fierce 
hierarchies and predations. 
An owl will swoop down 
and make off with a rabbit. 
But it won’t raze the forest, 
it won’t turn against the 
environment in which it is 
embedded and by which it 
is sustained. That takes hu-
mankind.

We share much with an-
imals – organic life, sen-
tience – or our sympathies 
wouldn’t extend so readily 
in their direction. We see 
our own vulnerabilities in 
the fawns and the poults. 
But all we have in com-

mon seems eclipsed by all 
that separates us along the 
ragged border between na-
ture’s realm and the realm 
of human consciousness. 
On one side, the side of the 
Heritage Foundation’s de-
ranged call for an increase 
in fossil fuel use, our riven 
consciousness seems to ex-
ult in feeding the flames, as 
it were; on the other side, 
we have the capacity to rise 
to a grander understanding 
of the interconnectedness 
of things, an ecological 
sense of unity that is some-
times figured as “the web 
of life.” That metaphor is 
so well-worn it barely reg-
isters nowadays – at least 
until you actually see a 
web.

Spiders colonized our 
front porch this summer, 
building webs at every 
beam and corner, structures 
of amazing intricacy, an-
chored by guy-wires that 
ran the height of the porch. 
Most of the time the webs 
were barely visible, but 
when the light hit at the 
right angle their full com-
plexity shone forth. When 
I stopped to marvel at the 
huge haul of insects caught 
in one particular web – fruit 
flies, I thought – I found, 
looking closer, that it was 
actually baby spiders, hun-
dreds of tiny hatchlings 
arrayed across the breadth 
of the web like stars in the 
night sky, a Milky Way of 
animate specks. The birth 
of spiders and the birth of 
stars: the force behind them 
is the same, which gives 
one hope.

Jonathan Shimkin, writer 
and editor, may be con-
tacted at jonathanshim-
kin@gmail.com, or via his 
website: jonathanshimkin.
weebly.com.

Out Divine Corners Way
by Jonathan Shimkin
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LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
The Aktion Club of Sullivan 
County, comprised of indi-
viduals with disabilities af-
filiated with the Arc Greater 
Hudson Valley, New Hope 
Community, and The Center 
for Discovery, has been kept 
busy during the months of 
June, July and August hosting 
several events.

The group held a Spring 
Spectacular Talent Show 
on June 5 at the New Hope 
Community Theatre in Loch 
Sheldrake. The evening was a 
huge success, with the talent-
ed members singing, dancing 
and telling jokes on stage to 
the delight  of an enthusiastic 
audience cheering them on.  

On July 8,  a number of  
Club members and Agency 
Associates helped Allen Fr-
ishman of Mountaindale with 
clearing the trail and litter 
pluck at the Mountaindale 
to Woodridge Rails to Trails. 
Woodridge Kiwanians Sue 
Kasofsky and Patrick Smith 
also assisted. Mr. Frishman 
was very appreciative of the 
great job that was done.   

A car wash fundraiser was 
held on August 5 at the Low-
er Broadway Arc Building 
in Monticello. Each custom-
er was greeted with a smile, 
and the members did an out-
standing job washing the car 
exterior, tires and windows, 
and wiping down the cars 
to a deep shine. There was 
no charge for the car wash, 
but donations were gladly 
accepted, and $245.00 was 
raised, which will go toward 
various community service 
events.

On August 8, four new 
members were installed into 

the Club. They are Laura Ber-
zofsky, Noah Ingber, Helene 
Gams and Nancy Guillaume. 
They all said they are joining 
in order to meet new people 
and to help out in the com-
munity.   Woodridge Kiwanis 
Past President Sue Kasofsky 
performed the installation 
ceremony. 

The Aktion Club of Sulli-
van County is sponsored by 
both the Monticello and Wo-
odridge Kiwanis Clubs. They 
are planning several events 
which will continue to keep 
them busy during the Fall 
months. 

gle and enjoy light refresh-
ments, as well as get a sneak 
peak at the cinema in action.  
A series of live performances 
will commence at 1:45 PM 
sharp, and will include local 
speakers, talented young per-
formers from Hurleyville’s 
own Main Street Dance, a 
demonstration by New York 
City based Tango artists Di-
ego Blanco and Ana Padron, 
and an innovative presenta-
tion by Heidi Latsky’s inter-
nationally renowned dance 
company.

September 2018
THREE IDENTICAL 

STRANGERS” COMING 
TO H.A.C. SUNY 

Sullivan Plays a Key Role

The 2018 film documenta-
ry, “Three Identical Strang-
ers” touts itself as “the most 
amazing, incredible, remark-
able true story ever told,” and 
that just might be an under-
statement.

The movie starts out telling 
the straightforward story of 
three brothers—identical trip-
lets—who were separated at 
birth. But there comes a point 
where the feel good aspects of 
the story are abruptly eclipsed 
by much darker elements that 
will leave viewers wondering 
if it could possibly be true.

There is a local angle to the 
story, as well. In an uncanny 
coincidence, two of the broth-
ers were reunited as the result 
of both attending SUNY Sul-
livan in Loch Sheldrake, al-
though not at the same time. 
In the fall of 1980, when 
19-year-old Bobby Shafran 
arrived at the Sullivan cam-
pus for the first time, he was 
taken aback by the number of 
students who greeted him as 
if they knew him, although 
they were meeting for the 
very first time. Finally, when 
one of those students called 
him “Eddy,” the mystery be-
gan to unfold.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 
calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

From the Firehouse

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking for 
help, to fight fire or support 
those that do. We even supply 
all the gear and provide all the 
training needed, for free. Stop 
by any Monday night and find 
out how you can help.

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment held its annual fami-
ly picnic on the first Saturday 
in August, a beautiful sunny 
day for over 125 members 
and their family.

PartyMaster supplied a 
bouncy house for the kids and 
a dunking booth for the big 
kids. Thanks Perry.

Awards were handed out 
for 2022. Mendy Greenspan 
received a standing ovation in 
recognition of seventy years 
of service to the fire depart-
ment. When I joined, I re-
member Mendy driving Old 
39 and the old Seagrave 320. 

 I was honored to receive 
the attendance award. And 
they ask me what I do during 
my retirement.

The Community Service 
Award went to the Hurleyville 
General Store. This award is 
given to a person or business 
that supports the fire depart-
ment in many different ways. 
I remember talking to Denise 
Lombardi about joining the 
fire department and she was 
not sure yet. Well, she joined 
and jumped in with both feet. 
Then we got her husband Rob 
to join. Denise and Rob Lam-
bardi have become a huge 
asset to the fire department 
and the town. They both have 
taken several classes and their 
store is a welcome addition 
to Hurleyville. (You can get a 
great cup of coffee there).

In August of 2022, there 

was a working structure fire 
at 314 Main Street across 
from Behan’s garage, where 
Past Chief of the Hurleyville 
Fire Department George Gib-
son was working. He saw the 
smoke, went across the street, 
and alerted the residents in 
all the apartments and helped 
evacuate them safely. For his 
actions, he was presented 
with the Hurleyville Fire De-
partment Chief’s Award.

The highlight of the after-
noon was the presentation 
of the Firefighter of the Year 
Award to Ron Besimer for 
the year 2022. Ron only has 
a few years under his belt in 
the firehouse, but has made 
his presence felt. He has taken 
a few courses, and is involved 
in all aspects of firematics in 
the firehouse. He has become 
one of the main drivers at all 
hours of the day and night, 
and just recently was elected 
first lieutenant. An award well 
deserved.

The fire department trav-
eled to the Hortonville Parade 
and Field Day, and came away 
with two trophies. One for 
Best Appearing Apparatus, 
and the other for Best March-
ing Unit. Members spent the 
week prior to the parade get-
ting Engine 11-11 ready, and 
it paid off with the first-place 
trophy.

Next, it is on to the Sullivan 
County Volunteer Firefighters 
parade hosted by the Roscoe 
fire department on Saturday, 
September 9. Lineup is at 1 
p.m. with step- off at 2 p.m. 
Trophies will be presented at 
5:30 p.m.

Fire calls county wide have 
not slowed down since the 
last column. Activated alarms 

LIBERTY – New federal and 
state rules allow certain bene-
fits to be replaced if they have 
been stolen through electronic 
means (card skimming, clon-
ing, third-party misrepresenta-
tion or other similar fraudulent 
methods such as phishing).

“Scammers are constant-
ly looking for ways to sepa-
rate people from their money, 
including those who are on 
government assistance,” says 
Sullivan County Deputy Com-
missioner of Social Services 
Giselle Steketee. “And they 
do it both on the Internet and 
at card-reading machines like 
ATMs, so people always need 
to be vigilant.”

“Thankfully,” she adds, “this 
new legislation allows us to re-
fund stolen money to victims, 
ensuring they don’t endure fur-
ther hardship because of crafty 
criminals.”

1. If Your Benefits Have 
Been Stolen

Immediately contact EBT 
Customer Service Helpline 
to report your card stolen and 
request a replacement EBT 
(Electronic Benefit Transfer) 
card by:

• calling 1-888-328-6399
• visiting www.Connect-

EBT.com 
• or through the Connect-

EBT mobile app
After you have reported your 

EBT card stolen and requested 
a replacement card, you can ap-
ply for replacement benefits. If 
you already received a replace-
ment card since your benefits 
were stolen, you do not need to 
replace your card again.

2. Eligibility for Replace-
ment Benefits

Before applying for replace-
ment benefits, note that:

• Benefits must have been 
stolen electronically through 
skimming, cloning or phish-
ing.

• Benefits can only be 
replaced up to two times per 
federal fiscal year, which is 
October 1 to September 30.

• The law limits benefit re-
placements to the amount that 
was stolen, or two (2) times 
the SNAP (Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program) 
and/or TA (Temporary Assis-
tance) cash benefits received in 
the last full month of issuance 
before benefits were stolen, 
whichever is less.

Even if your SNAP or TA 
case has closed since benefits 
were stolen, you may still 
be eligible for replacement 
benefits. 

• SNAP benefits may be 
eligible for replacement if 
the date of theft is on or after 
October 1, 2022. 

• TA cash benefits may be 
eligible for replacement if 
the date of theft is on or after 
January 1, 2022. 

• Please note that the 
deadline to apply is October 
31, 2023, if the theft occurred 
before August 21, 2023. For 
thefts on or after August 22, 
2023, the deadline is 30 days 
from the date you discovered 
your benefits were stolen.

3. How to Apply
You must apply for replace-

ment benefits – it does not 
happen automatically. But you 
only need to complete one ap-
plication for replacement of 
SNAP and/or TA cash benefits. 
Follow instructions below to 

complete and submit the ap-
plication. Make sure you have 
your case number and client 
identification number (CIN), 
along with the date, location 
and amount of any fraudulent 
transactions.

If you received benefits from 
any county outside of NYC at 
the time of theft, you must sub-
mit a paper application to the 
local department of social ser-
vices where you currently live. 
There is no online application 
for counties outside of New 
York City, but you can down-
load and print the application at 
https://otda.ny.gov/programs/
applications/5215.pdf. 

Submit the application in any 
of these ways (Sullivan County 
residents only):

• Drop it off at the Sullivan 
County Department of Social 
Services, 16 Community Lane, 
Liberty.

• Mail to the Sullivan 
County Department of Social 
Services, 16 Community Lane, 
Liberty, NY 12754.

• Upload to NYDocSubmit 
via mobile app.

The Department of Social 
Services has 30 days to deter-
mine eligibility for replace-
ment benefits, process appli-
cations and issue benefits. You 
will receive a notice telling you 
the outcome of the determina-
tion.

4. Stay Vigilant Against 
Scams

It is important to understand 
how EBT benefits can be sto-
len, and ways to protect your 
benefits. 

• Card skimming directly 
copies card and personal iden-
tification number (PIN) infor-

mation from EBT cardholders 
using a device (skimmers) 
placed on top of a store’s card 
reading machine. The stolen 
data is used to access your EBT 
account and spend your SNAP 
and TA cash benefits. Skim-
ming can happen anywhere 
you swipe your EBT card, in-
cluding automated teller ma-
chines (ATMs).

• Phishing scams appear as 
official and legitimate emails, 
text messages, or phone calls 
that try to get you to disclose 
information about you or your 
EBT card. Thieves can use this 
information to access your ac-
count and spend your SNAP 
and cash benefits.

Protect your benefits in the 
following ways:

• Inspect the card reading 
machine before you use it. 
Skimmers are designed to look 
like the card reading machine 
that they fit over and will likely 
be difficult to notice. However, 
there are some signs that may 
indicate that a skimmer is be-
ing used, including:

o	 Some block LED in-
dicator lights or illuminated 
backlit keypad numbers, or 
partially cover stylus/pen trays.

o	 The faceplate may be 
loose, appear ill-fitting, or be 
easily dislodged from the body 
of the machine.

o	 The faceplate may 
be miscolored, texturally mis-
matched, or otherwise appear 
different than the body of the 
card reading machine.

o	 The easiest way to 
check for a skimmer is to gen-
tly pull up on the terminal. 
They are flimsy and will come 
right off.

If you notice any signs that 
a skimmer may be in use, do 
not swipe your card and alert 
the store manager. Contact the 
police and notify your local de-
partment of social services as 
soon as possible.

•	 Do not share your 
personal identification number 
(PIN) with anyone that you do 
not want to use your account. 
New York State, County, and 
EBT staff will never ask you 
to share your PIN. If someone 
asks you to tell them your PIN, 
assume it is a scam.

•	 Never write your PIN 
on your card or on the card 
sleeve. If you need someone 
outside your household to ac-
cess your EBT benefits on your 
behalf, contact the Department 
of Social Services about nam-
ing an Authorized Representa-
tive on your case.

•	 Cover the keypad 
when you enter your PIN on 
a machine. Never let anyone, 
even a store cashier, see you 
enter your PIN at a machine.

•	 Choose a PIN that is 
difficult to guess and change it 
frequently. If you change your 
PIN after every transaction, 
anyone attempting to steal your 
benefits will no longer have the 
correct information to access 
your account. You may change 
your PIN with the help of EBT 
Customer Service by calling 
888-328-6399 or by visiting 
www.connectebt.com. 

•	 Check your EBT 
transactions frequently for any 
suspicious transactions. If you 
believe your benefits have been 
stolen, report that your EBT 
card has been stolen and re-
quest a new card.

September 13, 1916
Electricity is Here

Clarence Baker is prepar-
ing to open an electrical sup-
ply house in Hurleyville and 
is prepared to install Western 
Electric stationary lighting 
plants. Now that we have 
electricity, Hurleyville is in 
need of just such a man as 
Mr. Baker, who can always be 
found and can be relied upon 
to do the right thing and we 
trust that the people will give 
him the patronage that such a 
business needs for support.

September 10, 1937
Quietest Labor Day for 

Sullivan County

The quietest Labor Day 
holiday ever to occur since 
Sullivan County became fa-
mous as a summer resort was 
experienced over the past 
weekend. Although several 
opinions were heard as to the 
date of the last concurrence 
of the Jewish New Year and 
Labor Day, all were agreed 
that it was before the present 
century.

Stores took a three day hol-
iday which started Sunday 
and extended until Tuesday 
night. Even restaurants open 
twenty-four hours daily were 
closed for the duration of the 
Jewish holiday. Somewhat 
similar conditions prevailed 
in Monticello, South Falls-
burg, Liberty and Woodridge.

Some of the large hotels 
engaged cantors to conduct 
religious services while in 
almost every other resort lay-
men took charge. Sports and 
dancing were kept to a min-
imum, but even though these 

conditions had been antici-
pated, all hotels were liberal-
ly patronized, though perhaps 
not quite so heavily as on oth-
er Labor Day weekends.

Annual G.O.P. Picnic 
Marks Opening of Election 

Campaign

Lewis K. Rockefeller of 
Hudson, Republican desig-
nee for Congress, William 
A. Chandler of Neversink, 
candidate for Assembly-
man, District Attorney Hen-
ry Hirschberg of Newburgh, 
William R, Ryan, candidate 
for County Treasurer, Spe-
cial Judge Henry F. Gardner 
of Callicoon, P.V.D. Gott of 
Goshen, and others will be 
among the speakers Satur-
day evening, September 11 
at the annual Republican pic-
nic and rally at the Sackett 
Lake House, three miles from 
Monticello. Republicans 
from all 15 towns are invited 
to attend, Chairman Howard 
Beecher said today. The pic-
nic is under the auspices of 
the Town of Thompson Re-
publican clubs.

Prominent Democrat 
Passes Away

Political friends and foes 
alike paid tribute on Wednes-
day to the memory of John 
K. Evans of Bloomingburg, 
former Assemblyman and 
leader of Sullivan County 
Democrats for more than 40 
years, who died Saturday at 
Horton Memorial Hospital in 
Middletown. 

September 2016
Welcome to the Hurleyvile 
Arts Centre Community to 

Get Sneak Peak at 
Exciting New Venture

The afternoon of Septem-
ber 10 is destined to become a 
milestone in the hamlet’s his-
tory as the day the communi-
ty will get its first opportunity 
to tour the new Hurleyville 
Arts Centre.

The public is invited as the 
Arts Centre, to be hereafter 
referred to as HC Arts, will 
open its doors for an informal 
gathering and a special pre-
view of things to come.  This 
special event begins at 1 PM, 
and guests will be free to min-

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
Three Identical Strangers, a documentary with a local con-
nection, played at the Hurleyville Arts Centre Cinema.

Stolen Assistance Benefits Can Now Be Replaced
But Be Quick About Reporting Theft

BUSY SUMMER FOR AKTION CLUB

PHOTO PROVIDED
Denise (center) and Rob (right) Lombardi of the Hur-
leyville General Store receive the Community Service 
Award.

PHOTO 
PROVIDED
Mendy 
Greenspan 
(seated) 
received a 
standing 
ovation in 
recognition 
of 70 years 
of service 
to the fire 
depart-
ment.

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Firefighter of the Year Award went to Ron Besimer 
(center).

PHOTO PROVIDED
George Gibson (left) was presented with the Chief’s 
Award.

continue to keep us busy. 
There is a lot of road con-
struction going on all around 
the county and there have 
been a number of accidents in 
the construction zones. Slow 
down, and pay attention to the 
flaggers in the construction 
zones. There have been a few 
water rescue calls on the riv-
ers, and searches for lost and 
injured hikers. Vehicle fires 
also seem to be on the rise the 
past few weeks.

Hurleyville had an elec-
trical fire in a trailer with a 
minimum amount of dam-
age. There were no working 
smoke detectors present. This 
fire happened in the early eve-
ning, it could have been cata-
strophic in the middle of the 
night. SMOKE DECTORS 
SAVE LIVES.

As you read this, a few 
trees may have some color in 
their leaves. Summer is slow-
ly winding down. NOW is 

PHOTO PROVIDED

the time to get your furnace 
cleaned, chimney cleaned 
and inspected and get ready 
for the winter heating season. 
While you are at it do not 
forget to clean the lint trap in 
your dryer.

Be safe out there.
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A LOST MASTERPIECE                   A short story by A.A. Milne

The short essay on “The 
Improbability of the In-
finite” which I was planning 
for you yesterday will now 
never be written. Last night 
my brain was crammed 
with lofty thoughts on the 
subject--and for that mat-
ter, on every other subject. 
My mind was never so fer-
tile. Ten thousand words on 
any theme from Tin-tacks to 
Tomatoes would have been 
easy to me. That was last 
night. This morning I have 
only one word in my brain, 
and I cannot get rid of it. The 
word is “Teralbay.”

Teralbay is not a word 
which one uses much in 
ordinary life. Rearrange 
the letters, however, and 
it becomes such a word. A 
friend--no, I can call him a 
friend no longer--a person 
gave me this collection of 
letters as I was going to bed 
and challenged me to make a 
proper word of it. He added 
that Lord Melbourne--this, 
he alleged, is a well-known 

historical fact--Lord Mel-
bourne had given this word 
to Queen Victoria once, 
and it had kept her awake 
the whole night. After this, 
one could not be so disloy-
al as to solve it at once. For 
two hours or so, therefore, I 
merely toyed with it. When-
ever I seemed to be getting 
warm I hurriedly thought of 
something else. This quixot-
ic loyalty has been the un-
doing of me; my chances of 
a solution have slipped by, 
and I am beginning to fear 
that they will never return. 
While this is the case, the 
only word I can write about 
is Teralbay.

Teralbay--what does it 
make? There are two ways 
of solving a problem of this 
sort. The first is to waggle 
your eyes and see what you 
get. If you do this, words 
like “alterably” and “labo-
ratory” emerge, which a lit-
tle thought shows you to be 
wrong. You may then wag-
gle your eyes again, look at 

it upside down or sideways, 
or stalk it carefully from the 
southwest and plunge upon 
it suddenly when it is not 
ready for you. In this way it 
may be surprised into giving 
up its secret. But if you find 
that it cannot be captured 
by strategy or assault, then 
there is only one way of tak-
ing it. It must be starved into 
surrender. This will take a 
long time, but victory is cer-
tain.

There are eight letters in 
Teralbay and two of them 
are the same, so that there 
must be 181,440 ways of 
writing the letters out. This 
may not be obvious to you at 
once; you may have thought 
that it was only 181,439; but 
you may take my word for 
it that I am right. (Wait a 
moment while I work it out 
again.... Yes, that’s it.) Well, 
now suppose that you put 
down a new order of letters-
-such as “raytable”--every 
six seconds, which is very 
easy going, and suppose that 

you can spare an hour a day 
for it; then by the 303rd day-
-a year hence, if you rest on 
Sundays--you are bound to 
have reached a solution.

But perhaps this is not 
playing the game. This, I am 
sure, is not what Queen Vic-
toria did. And now I think 
of it, history does not tell us 
what she did do, beyond that 
she passed a sleepless night. 
(And that she still liked Mel-
bourne afterwards--which 
is surprising.) Did she ever 

guess it? Or did Lord Mel-
bourne have to tell her in the 
morning, and did she say, 
“Why, of course!” I expect 
so. Or did Lord Melbourne 
say, “I’m awfully sorry, 
madam, but I find I put a ‘y’ 
in too many?” But no--histo-
ry could not have remained 
silent over such a tragedy as 
that. Besides, she went on 
liking him.

When I die “Teralbay” 
will be written on my heart. 
While I live it shall be my 

telegraphic address. I shall 
patent a breakfast food 
called “Teralbay”; I shall 
say “Teralbay!” when I miss 
a 2-ft. putt; the Teralbay car-
nation will catch your eye 
at the Temple show. I shall 
write anonymous letters 
over the name. “Fly at once; 
all is discovered--Teralbay.” 
Yes, that would look rather 
well.

I wish I knew more about 
Lord Melbourne. What 
sort of words did he think 
of? The thing couldn’t he 
“aeroplane” or “telephone” 
or “googly,” because these 
weren’t invented in his time. 
That gives us three words 
less. Nor, probably, would it 
be anything to eat; a Prime 
Minister would hardly dis-
cuss such subjects with his 
Sovereign. I have no doubt 
that after hours of immense 
labour you will triumphant-
ly suggest “rateably.” I sug-
gested that myself, but it 
is wrong. There is no such 
word in the dictionary. The 

same objection applies to 
“bat-early”--it ought to mean 
something, but it doesn’t.

So I hand the word over 
to you. Please do not send 
the solution to me, for by 
the time you read this I shall 
either have found it out or 
else I shall be in a nursing 
home. In either case it will 
be of no use to me. Send it 
to the Postmaster-General or 
one of the Geddeses or Mary 
Pickford. You will want to 
get it off your mind.

As for myself I shall 
write to my fr----, to the 
person who first said “Ter-
albay” to me, and ask him 
to make something of “sa-
bet” and “donureb.” When 
he has worked out the cor-
rections--which, in case he 
gets the wrong ones, I may 
tell him here are “beast” and 
“bounder”--I shall search 
the dictionary for some long 
word like “intellectual.” I 
shall alter the order of the 
letters and throw in a cou-
ple of “g’s” and a “k”. And 

then I shall tell them to keep 
a spare bed for him in my 
nursing home.

Well, I have got “Teral-
bay” a little off my mind. I 
feel better able now to think 
of other things. Indeed, I 
might almost begin my fa-
mous essay on “The Im-
probability of the Infinite.” 
It would be a pity for the 
country to lose such a mas-
terpiece--she has had quite 
enough trouble already what 
with one thing and another. 
For my view of the Infinite 
is this: that although beyond 
the Finite, or, as one might 
say, the Commensurate, 
there may or may not be a--
--

Just a moment. I think I 
have it now. T--R--A----

No....
Among other things, A.A. 

Milne is known for his cre-
ation of Winnie the Pooh. 
His short story, A Lost Mas-
terpiece was first published 
in 1920. It is in the public 
domain.

FUNDRAISER FOR ANIMAL 
RESCUE UPCOMING

CASSARO PROMOTED TO SERGEANT
Fallsburg P.D.

RADIO CATSKILL 
ANNOUNCES 2023 

COMMUNITY AWARDS  
Honoring Outstanding Contributions 

To Local Arts & Culture 

FORESTBURGH-- The 
Forestburgh Playhouse is ex-
cited to announce a very spe-
cial benefit concert starring 
Sullivan County songstress, 
Patti Greco Sunshine.  

On Friday, September 
22, Ms. Sunshine will take 
the stage to help raise funds 
for Catskill Animal Rescue 
(CARe) and regale the audi-
ence with jazz, cabaret and 
contemporary favorites. 

“I am thrilled to bring Patti 
Greco Sunshine back to our 
cabaret stage,” said Franklin 
Trapp, Producer of the Play-
house. “Our audiences are 
always thrilled with her fab-
ulous vocals and charismatic 
performances. I am also grate-
ful to get the chance to sup-
port an important and impact-
ful organization like Catskill 
Animal Rescue.”

CARe was established in 
May of 2014 to address the 
critical lack of resources in 
Sullivan County for unwant-
ed, neglected and abused 

animals. Catskill Animal 
Rescue is a non-profit organi-
zation that provides low cost 
spaying/neutering, adoption 
services, public education, 
support for enforcement of 
cruelty laws and shelter for 
animals in need. 

According to Les Kristt, a 
Board member of CARe, the 
organization houses “dogs 
and cats that are mistreated, 
homeless or abandoned. We 
constantly need funds to care 
for the animals. We then try 
to find good fur-ever homes 
for our wonderful, warm, 
furry friends. Join us to en-
joy the fabulous Patti Greco 
Sunhine–a pleasant portion of 
the admission will benefit our 
needy CARe animals.” 

Tickets to the event are $30 
per person, with proceeds 
benefiting CARe. Doors open 
at 6:30 p.m. for dinner, and 
show time is at 8 p.m. 

Raffles and a 50/50 will fur-
ther support this worthy orga-
nization.

LIBERTY-- Radio Catskill 
has announced the recipi-
ents of its 2023 Community 
Awards, honoring outstand-
ing contributions to local 
arts and culture. The annual 
awards ceremony will be 
held Thursday, September 
28, from 5 to 7 p.m. at Semi-
nary Hill Orchard and Cidery 
in Callicoon, New York. 

“We’re fortunate to live in 
an area with an abundance of 
wonderful arts organizations 
and we’re pleased to recog-
nize some of the individu-
als and groups committed to 
enriching our communities 
through the arts,” said Tim 
Bruno, General Manager of 
Radio Catskill. 

The 2023 honorees are: 
• Catskill Art Space (CAS)
• Delaware Valley Arts 
Alliance
• NACL Theatre
• Shandelee Music Festival
• Wayne County Arts 
Alliance
• Weekend of Chamber 

Music
• Special Recognition: 
Harold Tighe, Sullivan 
County Dramatic Work-
shop
• Special Recognition: 
Franklin Trapp, Forest-
burgh Playhouse
Ticket and event informa-

tion is available at: https://
wjff r ad io .k ind fu l . com/
e/2023-radio-catskill-com-
munity-awards

Contact mimi@wjffradio.
org for sponsorship opportu-
nities.

FALLSBURG – The Town 
of Fallsburg Police Depart-
ment has announced the pro-
motion of Officer Chris Cas-
saro to the rank of Sergeant. 

This well-deserved advance-
ment recognizes Officer Cas-
saro’s

dedication, commitment, 
and exemplary service to 

the community. Sergeant 
Cassaro’s promotion comes 
because of his consistent 
demonstration of profession-
alism and his ongoing contri-
butions to maintaining safety 
within the Town of Fallsburg.

Chief of Police Simmie 
Williams expressed his con-
fidence in Officer Cassaro’s 
capabilities: “Sergeant Cas-
saro’s proven leadership, 
exceptional work ethic, and 
unwavering commitment to 
public safety make

him an outstanding addi-
tion to our leadership team. 
His ability to connect with 
the community and his peers 
is truly commendable.”

Town Supervisor Kathy 
Rappaport also commended 

the promotion, stating, “Ser-
geant Cassaro’s commitment 
to community engagement 
and his proactive approach 
to law enforcement will 
undoubtedly enhance our 
town’s safety measures. His 
promotion is well-deserved, 
and I have full confidence 
in his ability to excel in this 
leadership role.”

Sergeant Cassaro has been 
an integral part of the Town 
of Fallsburg Police Depart-
ment for consistently going 
above and beyond to uphold 
the department’s mission. As 
he steps into his new role, he 
will undoubtedly continue to 
contribute to the safety and 
security of Fallsburg resi-
dents.

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED
A.A. MILNE

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fallsburg officials, including Supervisor Kathy Rappaport (second from right) congratulate Sgt. Chris Cassaro (third from 
right) on his promotion.

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
Radio Catskill

General Manager Tim Bruno



by Jack Halchak

SOUTH FALLSBURG – 
The 12th Annual Bill Carl-
son Golf Classic is now on 
the scorecard. On a perfectly 

manicured Tarry Brae golf 
course on a bright and sunny 
day, 18 foursomes teed off in 
a shotgun start using the best 
ball format.

After a fine lunch put on 

by golf pro Geoff Walsh and 
his staff, it was time to hit the 
links.

After the final golfer fin-
ished, there was an excellent 
awards dinner of steak and all 

the trimmings prepared by the 
staff at Tarry Brae in the new-
ly renovated clubhouse. The 
new clubhouse is beautiful, 
with windows that overlook 
the course. 

Shooting a sizzling 17-un-
der par 55, the team of Keith 
Shaddock, John Hinkley, 
Mike Kushetsky and Rodney 
Jester were the winners. The 
second-place team of Braiden 

DeGraw, Mike Scuderi, Brett 
Noonan and Jim Bertholf shot 
a respectable 11-under par 61.

Closest to the pin was Billy 
Wood at seven feet six inches 
on the par three seventh hole.

The longest drive of the day 
on the par four, 16th hole was 
John Brewer, and new this 
year, the longest drive for the 
ladies was Carena Collura.

There is no doubt that Bill 

was looking down at us and 
was grinning from ear to ear 
at the great turn out, and he 
would be very pleased with 
the newly renovated club-
house.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

PAR FOR THE COURSE
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL BILL CARLSON GOLF TOURNAMENT

PHOTO PROVIDED
The winning foursome poses at the Tarry Brae clubhouse after their victory.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Ernest “Woody” Wood, 
winner of the closest to the 
pin contest.

PHOTO PROVIDED
John Brewer had the longest drive among the men.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Carena Collura won for the longest drive among the wom-
en players.

FCSD BALLFIELDS GET 
UPGRADES 

FALLSBURG – with the 
new school year on the hori-
zon, the fallsburg central 
school district has put forth 
a series of building upgrades 
and renovation projects. 

Restoration has begun at 
the softball field, located at 
the benjamin cosor elemen-
tary school. Existing mate-
rial has been removed from 
the infield and replaced with 
six inches of new sand and 
material. A new drainage 
system will also be installed; 
running from the left field 
fence to the backstop. The 
perimeter, area around the 
batter’s box, first and third 
base lines, and the arc from 
first to third base will be 
re-sodded. And lastly, first, 
second, and third bases, 
home plate, and the pitcher’s 
mound will be replaced. The 
project is anticipated to be 
completed before the start of 
the school year. 

The baseball field, locat-
ed at the junior-senior high 
school, installed safety net-

ting in late july to increase 
protection for students and 
spectators. The netting runs 
parallel along the first base 
line and is partially wrapped 
around right field.

As a way to address the 
shortage of available space, 
the district plans to install 
modular storage buildings 
on the elementary and high 
school grounds. The build-
ings are expected to arrive 
sometime during the 2023-
2024 school year. And in or-
der to supplement the park-
ing spaces that will be lost 
to the modular buildings, 
the high school is creating 
additional spaces in its front 
parking lot. The anticipated 
date of completion is expect-
ed to be the end of august.

And lastly, benjamin cosor 
elementary school will see 
upgrades to their recreation-
al areas by the start of the 
school year. The two play-
grounds will be replaced 
with brand new equipment, 
benches, and trash bins.

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first person 
to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.com will win a 
prize. Have fun!

September Questions:
	 1.	 Which college football team has had the most players drafted in 
	 	 the first round of the NFL Draft? 
	 2.	 Which college football team has appeared in the most bowl games 
	 	 over the years? 
	 3.	 Which college football team has won the most overall conference 
	 	 championships? 
	 4.	 Army and Navy have met on the gridiron almost every year since 
	 	 the rivalry began in 1890. Who leads the series? 
	 5.	 What two colleges meet annually in the Red River Rivalry? 

August Answers:
	 1.	 In what year was Major League Soccer founded? (1993)
	 2.	 Which team has won the most MLS Cups? 
		  (Los Angeles Galaxy, 5)
	 3.	 Which player holds the record for the most goals scored in a 
	 	 single MLS regular season? (Carlos Vela, 34 goals in 2019)	
	 4.	 What current MLS team has the largest stadium in terms of 
	 	 seating capacity? (Atlanta United, 71,000 capacity at 
		  Mercedes-Benz Stadium) 
	 5.	 Which city is home to the first Canadian MLS team? (Toronto)

There was no winner last month.

FIFTY YEARS AGO…
Sullivan Runner Impresses 
with Last Place Finish
by John Conway

MONTGOMERY – It was 
in September of 1973—50 
years ago this month—and 
Orange County Community 
College was hosting its an-
nual Colt Invitational Cross 
Country Meet at Orange 
County Park in Montgom-
ery. 

As expected, Allegheny 
Community College, from 
the Pittsburgh area of Penn-
sylvania, dominated the 
19-school meet, its runners 
capturing the first four spots, 
and eight of the first ten, 
leading to a meet victory for 
the fourth straight year. All 
ten of the Allegheny runners 
finished in the top 15 at the 
race.

Allegheny, which had nev-
er lost a cross country meet 
since starting to participate 
in the sport, winning 72 
straight meets, had a team 
score of 17, far outpacing the 
number two school, Camden 
Community College (NJ), 

which had 86. Orange Coun-
ty Community College fin-
ished seventh in the scoring, 
with 184 points, and Sullivan 
County Community College 
was 13th with 395. 

By far the loudest applause 
of the day, however, came 
not for an Allegheny harri-
er, but for a Sullivan County 
Community College runner.

“Getting a big round of ap-
plause at the finish line was 
the meet’s only female en-
trant, Linda MacDowell of 
Sullivan County Communi-
ty College,” the Times Her-
ald-Record reported in its 
September 30, 1973 edition. 
“Linda was edged by Clay-
ton Hadley of Staten Island 
Community College in a 
homestretch sprint. She was 
last among the 108 runners.”

Schools from four differ-
ent states competed in the 
meet, and Middlesex (NJ), 
New York City, Staten Is-
land, Rockland, Ulster, and 
Westchester all finished be-
hind Sullivan County.

HURLEYVILLE – 
Teams from the hamlet 
were dominant this sea-
son in both the A and B 
Divisions of the Sullivan 
County Women’s Softball 
League.

The Fortress Bikes team, 
sponsored by Fortress 
Bikes, finished their regular 
season with a 10-6 record. 
They followed that up by 
winning the B Division 

playoff championships in 
two games against Domi-
nick’s Plumbing. 

The Bat Girls team, spon-
sored by The Hurleyville 
General Store, finished 
their regular season with a 
record of 14-6. They lost the 
A Division playoff champi-
onships in two games to L 
& B Tack. 

Congratulations to both 
squads on terrific seasons! 

Fortress Bikes and The Bat Girls Finish Season Strong 
Sullivan County Women’s Softball League

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fortress Bikes owner Hal Simon with the softball team’s 
championship trophy.

PHOTO BY LILY BARRISH
Denise Lombardi of the Hurleyville General Store with the 
team’s trophy.
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