
to autism and spe-
cial needs families 
about emergency 
preparedness. Both 
Lombardis belong 
to the Hurleyville 
Fire Department.

The Sullivan 
County Chamber 
of Commerce has 
been honoring busi-
nesses and individ-
uals for 49 years. 
The Pride Awards 
Gala honors indi-
viduals, businesses 
and organizations 
from throughout 
Sullivan County for 
their community in-
volvement and their 
contributions to the 
economic develop-
ment in the county.

According to the 

Chamber of Com-
merce, every-
one in Sullivan 
County is invited 
to participate in 
the nomination 
process, and the 
award winners are 
then chosen by a 
committee com-
prising past Busi-
nesspersons of the 
Year winners and 
the Chamber’s 
Board of Direc-
tors.

“It is a way 

by Emily Arias

HURLEYVILLE – Many 
view the Hurleyville Gener-
al Store as the heart of Main 
Street, but have no idea 
that the welcoming vibe of 
the place is backed up by a 
moving story.

Denise Lombardi co-
owns the store with her hus-
band, Rob. They live across 
the street, belong to the lo-
cal fire department, abso-
lutely love the community.

Ms. Lombardi was work-
ing as a C.P.A. on Long 
Island before she took the 
leap and opened her own 
store-- something she said 
was far out of her comfort 
zone—after her autistic son 
began living at The Center 
for Discovery. 

And she knew she want-
ed to make her own small 
impact on the hamlet and 
create a business that her 
own son could be a part of. 
The Hurleyville General 
Store was born. She and her 
husband purchased a Main 
Street home in Hurleyville 
shortly after the store 
opened, when she realized 
how accepting and welcom-
ing the community was.

“It doesn’t matter if they 
can’t adhere to social norms, 
we just want everyone to 

feel welcome here,” Ms. 
Lombardi said of her con-
cept for the business. She 
recalled a story in which 
she and her son had gone 
out to see the new Star Wars 
movie at a Long Island the-
ater and he was so excited 
to be there he was flapping 
his hands and laughing. She 
was shocked when someone 
approached them and asked 
them to leave.

“He wasn’t being loud or 
anything,” she explained. 
“He was just happy.”

Ms. Lombardi remembers 
this event often, and inci-
dents like those are why she 
is so motivated to make the 

General Store a place where 
anyone can go to purchase, 
visit, or work. She says 
those kinds of things hap-
pen more often than people 
might think, and she never 
wants anyone to feel ex-
cluded from anything the 
way her son was made to 
feel that day.

She first opened the Hur-
leyville General Store in 
September of 2019, but the 
ride has not always been a 
smooth one. Due to COVID, 
the store had to shut down 
almost immediately, and 
when it opened again, re-
strictions made it so that it 
couldn’t function the way it 

had before the shutdown. 
People expected the old 

way of doing things, for the 
second wave of the store to 
be the same as the first, for 
everything to be unchanged, 
but it was difficult for Ms. 
Lombardi to meet those 
demands while struggling 
with the loss of momentum 
from the shutdown. None-
theless, she persevered, and 
thrived, with the help of a 
newly formed partnership 
with the Neversink General 
Store. 

The Hurleyville General 
Store has come a long way 
since those early trials, and 
it doesn’t seem to be slow-
ing down. Now, with the 
arrival of the Collaborative 
College High School to the 
hamlet, there are even more 
customers and visitors than 
before.

“The energy of the 
[CCHS] students has been 
so positive and fun,” Ms. 
Lombardi says. 

From good food and drink 
to the pleasant, social at-
mosphere, the Hurleyville 
General Store has become 
an integral—irreplaceable-- 
part of the hamlet’s Main 
Street, and a common stop 
for most people visiting the 
town, student or adult.

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Hurleyville General Store 
received one of four Town-
ship Awards presented by 
the Sullivan County Cham-
ber of Commerce at its 
annual dinner and Pride 
Awards Gala at the Villa 
Roma Resort in Callicoon 
in November. Store owners 
Denise and Rob Lombardi 
accepted the award.

“What we do would not 
be possible without our loy-
al customers,” Denise Lom-
bardi said following the 
award presentation. “This 
community has given us so 
much more than we could 
ever give back. We thank 
you all for continuing to 
support our mission, and we 
thank the Sullivan County 

Chamber of Commerce  for 
being incredible partners 
supporting small businesses 
like ours.” 

The Hurleyville General 
Store, located at 238 Main 
Street, recently celebrat-
ed its fourth anniversary. It 
has become a popular Main 
Street locale known for its 
welcoming atmosphere and 
its calendar of eclectic spe-
cial events, including mu-
sical performances, book 
signings and lectures. The 
store and the Lombardis 
have received multiple 
awards since its opening, 
and were featured earlier 
this year in “The Septem-
ber 26 Project,” sponsored 
annually by the National 
Council on Severe Autism 
to provide reminders, in-
spiration and information 

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Sullivan County Historical 
Society has added a new ex-
hibit to its Museum at 265 
Main Street in Hurleyville, 
but visitors will have only a 
limited time to see it.

Under a special arrange-
ment with the Barryville 
based non-profit history 
education group, The Dela-
ware Company, the Histor-
ical Society will provide a 
winter home for the interac-
tive exhibit, “A Settlement 
Divided,” which will be on 
display in the Museum’s 
Timeline Room through the 
end of April. 

“A Settlement Divided” 
tells the story of the divid-
ed loyalties that tore apart 
Cushetunk, the first perma-
nent European settlement in 
the Upper Delaware region, 
during the Revolutionary 
War. The exhibit was un-
veiled at Fort Delaware 
Museum of Colonial His-
tory in Narrowsburg in July 
of this year. It was created 
by The Delaware Com-
pany, which operates Fort 
Delaware, was built by Me-
dia Dynamics of Waukesha, 
WI, and was made possible 
through funding from The 
Tianaderrah Foundation 
and a Preserve America 
grant from Americana Cor-
ner. 

“We are excited to be able 

to provide further oppor-
tunity for people to view 
the exhibit and learn more 
about the history and the 
people of Cushetunk, and 
we are grateful to the Sul-
livan County Historical So-
ciety for making that possi-
ble,” said Debra Conway, 
Executive Director of The 

Delaware Company about 
the collaboration. “The sto-
ry of the divided loyalties 
of the settlers of Cushet-
unk is just one of the many 
great stories we tell at Fort 
Delaware.”

Like most of the settle-
ments in colonial America, 
the Cushetunk communi-

ty chose up sides as the 
War for Independence ap-
proached, and while there 
were settlers there who 
advocated for separation 
from England, there were 
many more who remained 
loyal to the King. In some 
cases, members of the same 
family ended up on differ-
ent sides in the War. The 
exhibit tells the stories of  
many of the families and 
the choices they made.

“The Sullivan County 
Historical Society is ex-
cited to have the interac-
tive display from the Fort 
Delaware Museum for the 
winter months. Its informa-
tion about the Cushetunk 
settlers is a welcome addi-
tion to our Timeline Room 
for those who visit the Sul-
livan County Museum in 
Hurleyville,” added SCHS 
President Suzanne Cecil.

The Sullivan County 
Historical Society Muse-
um is located at 265 Main 
Street in Hurleyville. The 
Museum is open Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Sun-
day from 1 to 4:30 p.m.

Fort Delaware Museum 
of Colonial History is lo-
cated on the Upper Dela-
ware Scenic Byway at 6615 
Route 97 in Narrowsburg. 
It is open May thru Octo-
ber.
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Hurleyville General Store Honored

A WINTER HOME IN HURLEYVILLE
Fort Delaware Exhibit To Be Housed at SCHS Museum

WELCOME TO THE 
HURLEYVILLE GENERAL STORE

Main Street’s Award Winning Business

MONTICELLO-- Sul-
livan County has opened 
its two warming centers 
in Liberty and Monticello 
(note the location change 
from last year):

• United Methodist 
Church, 170 North 
Main Street, Liberty
• St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, 15 St. John 
Street, Monticello
These facilities will re-

main open to anyone from 
8 p.m. to 8 a.m. every 
night through Saturday, 

April 15, 2024.

“While last winter was 
relatively mild, we still had 
significant usage of both 
shelters,” noted Sullivan 
County Health & Human 
Services Commission-
er John Liddle. “Almost 
150 people used the Lib-
erty shelter, for a total of 
close to 1,000 stays since 
it opened last November. 
Monticello opened in De-
cember and served 123 
people, for just under 500 

stays overall. Because of a 
sharp increase in evictions 
in recent months and a 
shortage of affordable and 
supportive housing inven-
tory, we expect utilization 
to be higher this winter. 
Fortunately, the New York 
State Office of Temporary 
and Disability Assistance 
(OTDA) supported our re-
quests for additional fund-
ing to expand our opera-
tions this year.”

Warming centers in 
Sullivan County exist to 

protect unsheltered indi-
viduals and families from 
the cold of the winter. 
Warming center staff are 
experienced and trained in 

working with people who 
have complex and severe 
service needs. These lo-
cations offer people more 
than a place to sleep, and 

human service providers 
from across the County 
chip in to help those in 
need gain access to med-
ical care and other social 
service benefits. 

Warming centers also 
give the vulnerable a place 
where they can feel safe. 
The Liberty warming cen-
ter is directly across the 
street from the Village of 
Liberty police station, and 
additional funding grant-
ed by OTDA this year will 
provide onsite security at 

the Monticello warming 
center.

“We’re very fortunate 
to have such strong com-
munity partners,” Deputy 
Social Services Commis-
sioner Giselle Steketee 
added. “The team at the 
New Beginnings Commu-
nity Worship Center and 
United Methodist Church 
have been exceptionally 
reliable and supportive as 
we’ve expanded our ser-
vices in Liberty. We great-
ly appreciate St. John’s 

Episcopal Church step-
ping up to help this year in 
Monticello as the Ted Stro-
ebele Center gets the ren-
ovations it needs to serve 
the Monticello community 
for years to come, and we 
can’t thank enough Kathy 
Kreiter and the Federation 
for the Homeless for step-
ping up once again to pro-
vide life-saving services to 
those in need.”

Warming Centers Now Open for the Season

to honor people through-
out Sullivan County that 
wouldn’t normally get rec-
ognized, but these indi-
viduals deserve the most 
prestigious recognition,” 
the Chamber of Commerce 
notes on its website.  
The 2023 Pride of Commu-
nity Award Winners are:
Businessperson of the 
Year
Joseph D’Abbraccio, 
DVM - Catskill Veterinary 
Services, PLLC
Distinguished Achieve-
ment Award
Mike Taylor, Combined 
Energy Services, Holiday 
Mountain, All-Gas and 
others
Distinguished Service 
Awards
Al Frangipane – St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital, The 

Lions Club and others
Julian Dawson, United Way
Emerging Leader Award
Bradlyn Matican – Insight 
Cipher
Township Awards
Nick & Kate Rusin, Parks-
ville Priorities, Liberty 
Rising – Town of Liberty

Joel Weinberg – Mountain 
Mall – Town of Thompson

Denise and Rob Lombar-
di – Hurleyville General 
Store, Town of Fallsburg

Doug Doetsch and Susan 
Manning, Seminary Hill, 
Town of Delaware
Diversity, Equity and In-
clusion: Workplace Excel-
lence Award
Joan Patterson, RN, MSN 
Crystal Run Healthcare

PHOTO PROVIDED
Denise (left) and Rob Lombardi are co-owners of the award 
winning Hurleyville General Store.

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Sullivan 
County Chamber 
of Commerce’s 
Township Award 
on display at the 
Hurleyville Gener-
al Store.

PHOTO BY RUTH HUGGLER
The interactive exhibit, “A Settlement Divided’ on display 
at the SCHS Museum in Hurleyville.



HURLEYVILLE FIRE 
DISTRICT ELECTION

The annual election of the 
Hurleyville Fire District will 
take place on Tuesday, De-
cember 12 from 6 until 9 p.m. 
at the Hurleyville Fire House. 

All voters registered with 
the Sullivan County Board 
of Elections on or before No-
vember 20, 2023, and residing 
within the Hurleyville Fire 
District are eligible to vote.

HURLEYVILLE-SULLIVAN
FIRST (HSF)

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
will hold the 27th Annual 
“Deck the Doors” Holiday 
Decorating Contest on Mon-
day, December 18. Judging 
will begin at 6 p.m. Make sure 
your lights are on! All hol-
iday-decorated doors in the 
hamlet, both residences and 
businesses, are eligible.  Hur-
leyville business owners and 
members of Hurleyville-Sul-
livan First provide the prizes 
for the winners.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
continues to collaborate with 
the Hurleyville Hub on events 
that contribute to the ongoing 
revitalization of the hamlet. 
Members worked on the 2nd 
Annual Hurleyville Summer 
Festival in August, the 2nd 
Annual Hurleyville Scare-
crow Festival in October, and 
“Holiday in Hurleyville” in 
December. Planning for fes-
tivals in 2024 has already be-
gun.

For more information 
about Hurleyville and Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First, please 
visit the group on Facebook 
or at www.hurleyvilleny.com.

HURLEYVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH

Information on Christ-
mas Eve services will be an-
nounced on the bulletin board 
at the church.

The Bread of Life food pan-
try will be open Thursday, 
December 21 and on Thurs-
day, December 28 from 3 un-
til 5 p.m. 

Youngsters are invited to 
participate in the fun and cre-
ative activities held at “Messy 
Church”. Upcoming dates 
for “Messy Church” are Sat-
urday, December 9 from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. and Saturday, Janu-
ary 13 from 5 until 6:30 p.m. 
All children taking part in the 
fun activities must be accom-
panied by an adult. 

Sunday services are held at 
the church at 9 a.m. Children 
of all ages can attend Sunday 
school at the church during 
services.

Pastor Jorge delivers ser-
mons on the church’s page on 
Facebook at 11 a.m. on Sun-
days.

All are invited to pray with 
others over the phone on the 
church’s prayer line on Sun-
days from 7 to 8 p.m. The 
prayer line phone number is 
605-472-5491 and the access 
code is 251678. 

The Bible study group 
meets in the sanctuary at the 
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum. FROM THE

WEATHER CENTER
by John Simon

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…

PAGE 2 HURLEYVILLE SENTINEL, HURLEYVILLE, N.Y. DECEMBER 2016

Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.

For those who missed me 
last month, I had dropped 
something on my foot right 
where the toes meet the 
foot, which has been not 
only painful but somewhat 
debilitating. It resulted in a 
“bone bruise,” which there 
isn’t much to be done about 
unless one “stays off of it” 
until it heals, and that can 
take months. Just shows 
how dangerous deep clean-
ing one’s space can be!

I did attend the induction 
ceremonies (limping all the 
way) at THE NEW YORK 
COUNTRY MUSIC HALL 
OF FAME in late October. 
It was actually fun! I was 
privileged to be seated at 
his friends and family ta-
ble along with friends LIL 
SCOLES and BILL GRIES-
BECK, DON CERECE, 
JR. and his wife SUSAN 
and one of the duo who 
unknowingly brought old 
friends LIL SCOLES and 
DON CERCE, SR. together 
again after 40 years, ALDO 
TROIANI. He and CAROL 
SMITH (LITTLE SPAR-
ROW) brought DON and 
SUSAN to the SULLIVAN 
COUNTY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY AND MUSEUM 
through the FREDERICK 
COOK SOCIETY, for their 
Sunday music series, and of 
course, DON CERCE, SR. 
who was an inductee to the 
HALL OF HONOR.

And a serious, heart-
felt thank you to ALDO, 
who graciously agreed to 
take many of the pictures 
you see here today, as my 
phone remained the 100+ 
miles away in my car. You 
can’t get me up before 6 
a.m. without my forgetting 
something!

In talking to people, I 
learned the hall we were in 
started as a structure with a 
dirt floor and now all these 
years later, it is a large and 
impressive structure…and 
it was FILLED with people, 
inductees and their friends 
and family. Just for scale, 
the inductee I was there to 
see, DON CERCE SR, had 
50 people!  

One surprise, though, is 
that their museum, which 
is supposed to house many 
treasures, was not open. I 
would have paid the nom-
inal fee to go through it 
as would have many oth-
ers. Cortland is a two-hour 
drive from here but quite a 
bit longer for those coming 
from Long Island and other 
parts of the country.

It’s going to be a very 
busy Holiday season! An-
other native son, SHANE 
RENNISON recently re-
leased his first EP titled 
NICE TO MEET YOU, 
which is getting a lot of 

The winter solstice this 
year will occur at 10:27 
p.m. on Thursday, Decem-
ber 21. The winter solstice, 
also sometimes known 
as the first day of winter, 
marks the day with the 
shortest period of daylight 
and the longest night of the 
year. It occurs when one 
of the Earth’s poles has its 
maximum tilt away from 
the Sun. 

The date of the winter 
solstice varies from year 
to year because the tropi-
cal year- the time it takes 
for the sun to return to the 
same spot relative to earth-
is different from the calen-
dar year. Not only does the 
solstice occur on a specific 
day, but it also occurs at a 
specific time of day, corre-
sponding to the instant the 
North Pole is aimed fur-
thest away from the sun on 
the 23.5 degree tilt of the 
earth’s axis. 

The solstice is referred 
to in some cultures as the 
‘’shortest day’’ or ‘’extreme 
of winter.” New York City 
will experience nine hours 
and fifteen minutes of sun-
light, compared to fifteen 
hours and five minutes on 
the summer solstice. The 
North Pole has had no sun-
rise since October. The 
South Pole, though, will be 
basking in the glow of the 
midnight sun, which won’t 
set until March. 

The word solstice trans-
lates roughly to ‘’sun stands 
still,” deriving from the 
Latin “solstitium,” contain-
ing sol, meaning ‘’sun,” 
and the past participle stem 
of sister, meaning “to make 
stand.” This comes from the 
fact that the sun’s position 
in the sky relative to the 
horizon at noon appears to 
pause in the days surround-
ing the solstice. 

Ancient cultures viewed 
the winter solstice as a time 
of death and rebirth. The 
harsh winter months posed 
a real threat of starvation. 
Many early societies held 
solstice celebrations and 
rites that focused on the re-
turn of the sun and hope for 
new life. Cattle and other 
animals were slaughtered, 
followed by a feast on what 
would be the last fresh meat 
for several months. Scan-
dinavian and Germanic pa-
gans burned Yule logs as a 
symbol of welcoming back 
the light.

If you do burn a Yule log 
this month or sit by a fire, 
remember that the days ac-
tually start to lengthen after 
this December 21, even if 
our winters seem to last for-
ever.

John “the Weatherman” Si-
mon writes a regular column 
on weather for The Sentinel. 
He lives in Hurleyville.

Our Christmas tree exhibit is so nice to behold
With tinsel strips and popcorn strands

Sometimes presents laid below
All children check the stockings and there’s not one 

piece of coal!

There’s a scent that I smell as I enter the room
It surrounds me; it’s the fragrance of pine

Then I realize that the trees aren’t real
No matter, the scene has played tricks on my mind

Some trees might have lights that add to their glow
Those lights can be just strings of white

Other trees have lights draped over their limbs
Multi-colored ones that really excite

In addition, there are decorations
That pique our interest each year
Beautiful bulbs and family trinkets

One time there were small teddy bears

Now that you’ve been intrigued by
Just how creative our neighbors are

Take a bus ride or train to the city
Don’t dare think about going by car!

The queen of trees is resplendent
So elegant when she’s fully dressed

She stands stately in Rockefeller Center
This is one tree that’s trimmed to impress

Yards of lights, oh, how they twinkle
The kids’ eyes how they twinkle, too

The Swarovski star is her crowning glory
Take a selfie with this fabulous view

While surrounded by so many people
See the bird of peace; it’s the dove
Look at the sky and say “thank you”

And resolve after this you’ll spread LOVE

- Mimi
  December, 2023

THE CHRISTMAS TREES

Fine Art, Crafts, Books, 
Music and More

Frederick Cook Society Hosting 
Open House

HURLEYVILLE – Join 
neighbors and friends on 
Sunday, December 10 for 
a first-ever Frederick Cook 
Society Open House at the 
Sullivan County Museum! 
The holiday-themed event 
will include live music, as 
well as fine art, crafts, books 
and photographs available for 
purchase.

On display will be a spe-
cial exhibition of wood-fired 
pottery, donated by the late 
Robert Segall, who visited 
Sullivan County many a sum-
mer. The Ohio native pursued 
a career in art in New York 
City, where his work has been 
exhibited in numerous public 
and private spaces. He taught 
ceramics at Hunter College, 
College of the City of New 
York, and Marymount Man-
hattan College. Major influ-
ences for his work include 
Pueblo Indian pottery and 
Japanese Bizen Ware. Pro-
ceeds from sales of his pot-
tery will be donated to local 
non-profit organizations.

excellent reviews. I caught 
him for the first time at this 
year’s HURLEYVILLE 
MUSIC FESTIVAL and 
was quite impressed.

Sunday, December 10, 
the FREDRICK COOK 
SOCIETY hosts an Open 
House at the SULLIVAN 
COUNTY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY AND MUSE-
UM in Hurleyville. This 
too, is getting a lot of press 
because it features a collec-
tion of wood fired pottery 
donated by the late ROB-
ERT SEGALL. Along with 
the performance of LITTLE 
SPARROW, the event will 
feature VAN MANAKAS 
and WAYNE LOPES, both 

known nationally and inter-
nationally, will be perform-
ing from 1 -2 p.m. Also fea-
tured will be the wood-fired 
pottery by the late ROB-
ERT SEGALL. All sales of 
the pottery will be donated. 
Doors open at 11 a.m. and 
the event is free.

One quick personal note 
before I sign off. My dear 
friend BEVIS GRIFFIN 
is being featured in THE 
JOURNAL OF TEXAS 
MUSIC HISTORY…a 
well-deserved honor, my 
friend!

May your Holidays be 
filled with love and light!

Until next time…
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church every Tuesday at 7 
p.m. 

Donations of diapers, new 
socks, new underwear and 
new t-shirts for children in 
foster care are being collect-
ed at the church. New t-shirts 
and new underwear for veter-
ans along with new clothes for 
women who are starting over 
after escaping from domestic 
violence are also being gath-
ered by the volunteers at the 
church. Please contact Cookie 
at 845-428-5871 or Goldie at 
845-467-1641 for more infor-
mation on the program.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 for more informa-
tion on services and activities 
at the church. You can also get 
updates at the church’s page 
on Facebook.

THE SULLIVAN 
COUNTY MUSEUM AND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Frederick Cook So-
ciety will host its first Open 
House at the museum on Sun-
day, December 10 from 11 
a.m. until 4 p.m.

Fine art, crafts, books and 
photographs will be available 
for sale at the event…just in 
time for the holidays. 

There will be a special ex-
hibition of wood-fired earth-
enware pottery created and 
donated by the late Robert 
Segall. Proceeds from the 
sale of Mr. Segall’s pottery, 
influenced by Pueblo Indian 
pottery and Japanese Bizen 
Ware, will be donated to local 
charities and non-profit orga-
nizations.

Little Sparrow will host 
live musical performances 
at the open house. Special 
guests will include Sullivan 
West senior Henry Simon and 
Rounder Recording artist Van 
Manakas.

The annual Holiday Theme 
Exhibit at the Sullivan Coun-
ty Museum will be open until 
January 3. The exhibit fea-
tures holiday-themed trees, 
Hanukkah displays, and 
Kwanzaa displays created 
and decorated by individuals, 

businesses, and organizations.  

The historical and genea-
logical archives at the Sulli-
van County Museum are open 
for exploration on Wednesday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. or by 
appointment.

Guided tours of the muse-
um…behind the scenes and 
regular exhibits…are avail-
able. There is no charge for 
the hour-long tours but reg-
istration is required. Please 
call 845-434-8044 to make a 
reservation.

Sullivan County memora-
bilia and books describing the 
history of Sullivan County are 
always available at the muse-
um gift shop.

The volunteers at the muse-
um work on a variety of ac-
tivities including research and 
exhibits. Anyone interested 
in exploring genealogy and 
the history of life in Sullivan 
County can contact the muse-
um for information on volun-
teering.

The museum, located at 265 
Main Street in Hurleyville, is 
open on Tuesday through Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. and on Sunday from 1 to 
4:30 p.m. Admission is free. 
Donations to meet the in-
creasing cost of operating the 
museum are appreciated.

Visit www.scnyhistory.org 
to see the newly redesigned 
website for the Sullivan 
County Historical Society and 
Museum.  You can also visit 
the Sullivan County Histor-
ical Society and Museum on 
Facebook.

COLUMBIA HILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ALLIANCE (CHNA)

Homeowners whose wells 
are harmfully affected by 
the well-related activity that 
is going on at the proposed 
Gan Eden development, in-
cluding water discoloration 
and repeated well mainte-
nance, are urged to contact 
the building departments 
in the Town of Thompson 
(845-794-2500, extension 
321) and the Town of Falls-
burg (845-434-8811).

Members of CHNA joined 
Hurleyville residents at the 
Town of Fallsburg Zoning 
Board Meeting on Novem-
ber 16. The only item on 
the agenda was a request 
for a variance allowing a 
12-unit cluster development 
on Mitteer Road. Local res-
idents voiced their concerns 
with this type of develop-

PHOTO PROVIDED
Judging for the 27th Annual “Deck the Doors” Holiday 
Decorating Contest will begin at 6:00pm on Monday, De-
cember 18. Don’t forget to turn your lights on!

PHOTO PROVIDED
Earthenware pottery by 
Robert Segall (representa-
tive – these items will not be 
for sale)

PHOTO PROVIDED
Don Cerce, Jr, Lil Scoles, AND inductee Don Cerce, Sr. (left 
to right).

THE WINTER SOLSTICE

ment…including the effect 
on wells, the lack of water 
resources, and the harmful 
road conditions. The board 
agreed to keep the public 
portion of the meeting open 
until the next meeting in or-
der to receive accurate and 
complete information from 
the applicant before acting 
on the request.

Visit CHNA at www.co-
lumbiahill.org and on Face-
book to learn how you can 
help to protect your environ-
ment and your community 
by demanding responsible 
and sustainable develop-
ment.

The music will include 
performances by Sullivan 
West senior Henry Simon, 
Rounder Recording artist 
Van Manakas, and members 
of the band Little Sparrow.

Doors open at 11 a.m., and 
the event runs until 4 p.m. 
Admission is free.

 The Sullivan County Mu-
seum is located at 265 Main 
Street, Hurleyville. Call 
845-434-8044 for more in-
formation, or visit the Fred-
erick Cook Society Website 
at  www.frederickcookpolar.
org.



ment data during a special 
meeting of the SUNY Board 
of Trustees. His presentation 
provided a breakdown per 
sector and by campus. 

“There is a place at SUNY 
for every New Yorker, and 

the great news is that more 
students across the state are 
discovering their SUNY 
success stories,” Chancellor 
King said. “Governor Ho-
chul and the legislature have 
made a significant invest-

ment in higher education, 
and we are pleased to see 
more New Yorkers taking 
advantage of everything our 
campuses have to offer—an 
excellent and affordable ed-
ucation that can empower 
them to pursue their career 
and life goals.” 

Dr. Casey Crabill, SUNY 
Sullivan Officer in Charge, 
expressed enthusiasm about 
the record-breaking enroll-
ment increase, stating, “We 
are immensely proud of 
this achievement, which re-
flects our relentless pursuit 
of academic excellence and 
commitment to serving our 
community. SUNY Sulli-
van’s unwavering dedica-
tion to providing accessible, 
high-quality education is ev-
ident in the trust and confi-
dence shown by our growing 
student body.”

The significant rise in new 

student enrollment high-
lights SUNY Sullivan’s pro-
active approach to meet the 
evolving needs of students, 
including flexible learning 
options, robust academic 
programs, and a supportive 
campus environment foster-
ing a nurturing and inclusive 
community. And the Sulli-
van Promise Scholarship has 
played a critical role in mak-
ing higher education more 
accessible and attainable for 
Sullivan County students 
from various financial back-
grounds, ensuring that finan-
cial constraints don’t hinder 
their pursuit of academic 
success.

For more information 
about SUNY Sullivan and 
its programs, please visit su-
nysullivan.edu or contact the 
admissions office at  admis-
sions@sunysullivan.edu.

the cold, the bookshelves 
are filled with selections for 
nature lovers, gardeners, 
and curious minds. Guide-
books for hiking, birding, 
gardening, paddling, back-
packing, camping, first 
aid, and outdoor cooking 
abound. There are sections 
for regional history and 
books by local authors, as 
well as a large children’s 
book selection. Puzzles, 
puppets, and other games 
provide wonderful ways 
to warm up a winter day 
indoors. Browsing is wel-
comed and there’s a comfy 
chair near the bookshelves 
so you can relax and stay 
awhile. 

Another personalized 
feature the store offers is 
custom shoe and boot fit-

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
SUNY Sullivan has proudly 
announced a groundbreaking 
achievement as it emerges 
with the largest year-over-
year increase in enrolling 
new students among all State 
University of New York 
community colleges. 

SUNY Sullivan experi-
enced an unprecedented 
surge in new student enroll-
ment, increasing new student 
enrollment by over 20%, 
compared to a 3.9% average 
increase in SUNY communi-
ty college enrollment across 
the network, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in its com-
mitment to accessible and 
quality higher education.

For the first time in a de-
cade, year-to-year total 
SUNY system-wide student 
enrollment increased, up 1.1 
percent overall from Fall 
2022 to Fall 2023 for a total 
of 367,542 students. Under-
graduate first-time enroll-
ment – a leading indicator 
– was up across all sectors 

at 4.3 percent, a promising 
increase as SUNY works to 
fulfill Governor Kathleen 
Hochul’s vision to transform 
higher education into a path 
to upward mobility. The 
technology sector showed 
the strongest increase at 13.3 
percent, followed by com-
munity colleges at 3.9 per-
cent. 

“New York continues to 
make important progress 
towards building the best 
public higher education sys-
tem in the country and as a 
result, more young students 
are choosing SUNY,”  Gov-
ernor Hochul  said. “I know 
firsthand that access to high-
er education is an engine for 
social mobility. That’s why 
I will continue to make im-
portant investments in our 
higher education systems 
and take steps to ensure col-
lege is affordable and acces-
sible for students of all back-
grounds.”   

SUNY Chancellor John B. 
King, Jr. presented the enroll-

December 2023	 Hurleyville Sentinel, Hurleyville, N.Y.	 Page 3

by Lily Barrish

HURLEYVILLE – 
Whether you enjoy winter 
outdoors or indoors, Mor-
gan Outdoors is a special 
little shop right on Main 
Street that you really should 
visit. Owner Lisa Lyons 
has been connecting peo-
ple with the great outdoors 
since opening the business 
in Livingston Manor in 
2005. Sometimes it’s with a 
great book, other times by 
offering them a fitting hike 
recommendation, the right 
gear, clothing, or footwear. 
Her goal is to equip you 
with the basics for staying 
warm and safe. The rest is 
up to you.

Winter is her favorite 
season, so winter lovers 
will feel right at home in 
the shop. If you’re walk-
ing the dog or snowshoe-

ing to a mountain summit, 
you’ll find warm layers and 
winter traction tools that 
enable you to happily and 
comfortably stay outside 
longer. Ms. Lyon’s 18 years 
of experience really pay off 
when helping you find the 
right gear and just the right 
trail for a winter adventure. 
Using trail maps on the 
wall, she easily presents 
options that match your de-
sires and ability with trail 
conditions and weather to 
maximize fun. Count on 
her to offer additional tips 
for making your outings 
special and memorable. 

What are traction tools? 
They are great inventions 
that you put on your boots 
to ensure you stay surefoot-
ed on ice. Too many of us 
know the perils of falling on 
ice. So, Morgan Outdoors 

stocks several types of trac-
tion, suitable for both town 
and backcountry use. And 
for enjoying deeper snow 
and exploring local trails, 
there are MSR snowshoes 
for children and adults that 
are easy to put on and built 
to last. 

“We also rent great gear, 
so you can try something 
new. or check out gear be-
fore you buy it,” Ms. Lyons 
said. 

Rental options include 
microspikes for traction 
on backcountry trails, leg 
gaiters to keep your lower 
legs warm and dry, hiking 
poles to keep you steady, 
and a deluxe child carrier 
to bring little ones along. 
Using hiking poles with the 
carrier is a great way to stay 
sure-footed with precious 
cargo on your back. 

If you’re not a big fan of 

Free Christmas Trees for Veterans

MONTICELLO – Vet 2 
Vet of Sullivan County was 
so pleased with the response 
last year that they’re doing it 
again! 

Military veterans will be 
able to get a free Christmas 
tree, generously donated by 
Delaware Valley Farm & Gar-
den in Callicoon. 

Trees will be available at the 

office of Action Toward Inde-
pendence, 309 E. Broadway, 
Monticello from December 1 
through December 15. There 
is a limited quantity available, 
so veterans who are interested 
in obtaining a free tree should 
call at their first opportunity to 
reserve one. The phone num-
ber is 845-794-4228.

To G.F.
“A scrawny cry” – that’s 

the sound Wallace Stevens 
described hearing outside 
his window one morning, 
“at the earliest ending of 
winter.” 

It’s an odd locution. 
Things are more liable to 
look scrawny than sound 
scrawny. The dictionary 
citations for the word all 
relate to objects seen – bod-
ies, mostly. Stevens’s “cry” 
might be an instance of the 
synesthesia one encoun-
ters in his poems. When I 
read it, I think of the win-
try landscape out of which 
the cry (birdsong, it turns 
out) emerges. I think of the 
scrawniness that overtakes 
and replaces the last flare of 
fall foliage. 

Now we’re at winter’s 
earliest beginning and na-
ture is approaching peak 
scrawniness. The wizened 
herbage of the garden is 
brown and brittle. The trees 
are spectacularly denuded. 
Around our cottage, I can 
peer into the woods to a new 
depth, clear to a densifying 
tangle of bare branches.  
The visible world assumes 
the charm of the austere.

The aging year: in the car-
toon iconography of New 
Year’s, the passing year 
is represented by Father 
Time, a gaunt old man with 
a long white beard, bearing 
an hourglass or scythe, with 
a sash around his torso that 
reads (this year) “2023.” 
He comes to hand over his 
time-keeping duties to the 
plump infant who will sup-
plant him, whose sash reads 
“2024.”  

This stretch through 
December, the last leg of 
old Father Time’s reign, 
is a period when the year 
acquires its “late style,” 
sharing qualities that are 
often attributed to work 
produced by artists in their 
old age. Late style in the 
arts is a less copious mode 
of working, a paring down 
to essentials, a reduction of 
ornament, a simplification 
of texture, as time runs too 
short for anything but the 
barest, most economical 
expressive gestures. One 
critic’s felicitous account 
of late style describes it as 
“various more or less intel-
ligible performances by old 
brilliant people… where 
the bare outlines of a cre-
ative idiom seem finally to 
emerge from what had been 
the obscuring puppy fat of 
personableness, timeliness, 

or sometimes even of co-
herent sense.” So the baby 
fat of New Year’s ages into 
the spectral gauntness of 
old Father Time.     

In mid-November, I went 
to see Bob Dylan perform 
at the Kings Theater in 
Brooklyn. Now in his 82nd 
year (yes, two years older 
than Joe Biden), Dylan has 
been at it so long even his 
late style has a late style. He 
delivers his wispy recent 
songs in a softened, sup-
ple voice. No scrawny cry 
here! The lyrics shift about 
like elements of a mobile, 
each line hanging on its 
own thread, connected to 
the others in ways that don’t 
adhere to the logic of nar-
rative or metaphor. Dylan 
has left behind the obscur-
ing elements of person-
ableness, timeliness, and 
sometimes even coherent 
sense. He sings in units of 
sound that override syntax, 
so that lines like “Another 
day without end / Anoth-
er ship going out” emerge 
sounding like two words, 
not eight. He slathers those 
lines like brush strokes 
upon the canvas of sound 
rolled out by the band, led 
by his own piano playing. If 
the songs could be translat-
ed visually, they’d resemble 
sumi-e paintings, strokes of 
ink handled with such dex-
terity they won’t blot the 
highly absorbent rice paper 
to which they’re applied.

What comes after late-
ness? For nature, the stark 
outlines of winter give way 
to the regenerative prompt-
ings of spring. Nature’s 
life is cyclical; human life, 
terminal. Late style, for an 
artist like Dylan, is a way 
to keep going in the face 
of the diminishments of 
aging and the prospects of 
mortality. “I sleep with life 
and death in the same bed,” 
he sings, neither denying 
nor deriding the inevitable. 
I’m reminded of Yeats’s 
aged man, deemed a paltry 
thing, “A tattered coat upon 
a stick, unless / Soul clap its 
hands and sing, and louder 
sing / For every tatter in its 
mortal dress.” After such 
lateness comes – silence. 
We exited Kings Theater, 
into the chilly November 
night, quickened in our 
mortal dress.
Jonathan Shimkin, writer 
and editor, may be con-
tacted at jonathanshim-
kin@gmail.com, or via his 
website: jonathanshimkin.
weebly.com.

Out Divine 
Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin

PHOTO BY LILY BARRISH
Lisa Lyons in her store in 
the Main Street Mews in 
Hurleyville.

GET READY FOR WINTER FUN
STARTING AT HURLEYVILLE’S MORGAN OUTDOORS

SUNY SULLIVAN NUMBER ONE Legislature’s Promise Scholarship Cited

tings. Morgan Outdoors is 
known for quality footwear 
that is reasonably priced 
and durable (brands like 
Merrell and Keen), as well 
as a “sock wall” filled with 
warm and colorful socks, 
many with a lifetime guar-
antee! 

“I am always on a quest 
for warm bed slippers as 
winter approaches” said 
loyal customer Jo Anne 
Barrish. “Lisa helped me 
find the right ones—warm, 
comfortable and well 
made”. 

With 18 years of expe-
rience under her belt, Ms. 

Lyons is a winter expert to 
turn to in Sullivan County. 
You’re guaranteed to walk 
out of her store ready to 
face wintery conditions 
with more confidence and 
comfort. 

On January 1, Ms. Ly-
ons will be leading a First 
Day Hike, sponsored by 
the NYS DEC at Mongaup 
State Park in Livingston 
Manor. Advance registra-
tion and hike details will 
be available soon. If you’d 
like them emailed to you 
directly, call the store at 
845-793-4181.

GRAPHIC PROVIDED



LaBaugh.  No date has been 
set for the wedding.

Christmas at 
the County Home

Christmas was celebrat-
ed at the Welfare Home in 
the real old-fashioned way.  
Christmas Eve, by the light of 
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit 
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who 
visited each and every per-
son in the institution bringing 
gifts that made joyous each 
one’s heart. After singing 
Christmas hymns, several 
of the inmates contributed 
a song or piece to make the 
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale 
sang Christmas carols under 
the windows of the sick in 
all three of the buildings. The 
menu for Christmas day for 
the old folks was chicken, bis-
cuits and gravy, mashed pota-
toes, squash, cranberry sauce, 
mustard pickles, mince pie, 
tea and coffee.  There were 
seventy-eight at the home.

December 2017
Holiday Activities Abound 

in Hurleyville

It will be a busy December 

in Hurleyville, starting with 
a festive new family-friendly 
event, Holiday in Hurleyville, 
on Saturday, Dec. 2. 

The businesses of Main 
Street have come together to 
plan a day of shopping, arts 
and live music to kick off the 
holiday season in style. The 
bustle will continue through-
out the month with ongoing 
exhibits, a holiday cabaret 
and a winter solstice celebra-
tion.

Free activities for Holiday 
in Hurleyville will begin at 
11 a.m., Dec. 2, up and down 
Main Street. The Sullivan 
County Historical Society 
will have its annual holiday 
open house and a theme tree 
exhibit at the Sullivan Coun-
ty Museum. Fiber on Main 
is hosting a pop-up shop for 
Buck Brook Alpacas, a Ros-
coe farm and fiber operation 
that raises alpacas and pro-
duces hypoallergenic yarn. 
The fuzzy animals will be 
visiting Hurleyville as well, 
set up for children’s visits 
outside the store.

SUNY Sullivan Announces 
Move to Division II

SUNY Sullivan Presi-
dent Jay Quaintance has 
announced that the College 
has opted to compete at the 
NJCAA Division II athletic 
levels in men’s and wom-
en’s basketball beginning 
with athletes enrolling for fall 
2018. 

SUNY Sullivan already 
competes at the Division II 
level in baseball. The remain-
der of the college’s sports 
programs will remain at the 
Division III level.

FALLSBURG – The 
Fallsburg Central School 
District is proud to an-
nounce their honor roll 
and Superintendent’s hon-
or roll lists for the first 
marking period. These stu-
dents were commemorat-
ed for their high academic 
achievement. These stu-
dents are:

7th Grade
Honor Roll list: Yas-

mina Bache-Seraphin, 
Michael Damms, Vincent 
DeGraw Jr., Surey Delga-
do, Niyah Emptage, Jamila 
Ferreira, Sara Flores Ra-
mos, Amelia Forman, Dina 
Gottlieb, Leyna Green-
berg, Daniella Gutierrez 
Aleman, Angelina Lara-
Jones, Ariyanna Laudadio, 
Emily Mackerley, Angeli-
caEsperanza Martinez-Lo-
pez, Patrick Maxwell Jr., 
Carlos Mazariego Pena, 
Rizzi Medina Carcamo, 
Maria Nardi, Nelcy Orel-
lana Mejia, Easton Pugh, 
Cristopher Flores, Sa-
mantha Saciolo, A’miyah 
Sellers, Joshua Velazquez, 
Valery Villatoro Hernan-
dez, Honor Wilson, Kim-
berly Zempoaltecatl. 

Superintendent’s Hon-
or Roll list: Jack Bensi-
mon, Xzander Berrios, 
Adriel Canales Gonzalez, 
Joseph Cerone, Nicolas 
Ciorciari, Alyssa Florence, 
Keily Garcia Menjivar, 
Katherine Juarez Cadena, 
Lindsay Lopez Landav-
erde, Rebecca Moocz, Dan-
iel Perez Martinez, Jeybi 
Rodriguez Canales, Mason 
Stafford-Martinez, Samuel 
Vega Rosales, Jaylisa Wil-
liams.

8th Grade
Honor Roll list: Elenora 

Ahmetaj, Michael Bane-
gas Osario, Leila Basic, 
Keily Brizuela Fuentes, 
Ilana Burke, Zamari Car-
ruthers-Little, Sophia Cor-
dova, Deysi Diaz Hernan-
dez, Mariama Gai, Isabella 
Gonzales, Carols Granados 
Reyes, Stephon Harris, Se-
niada Jeronimo Sanchez, 
John Ketcham, Alisson 
Lagos Guardado, Nazareth 
Manjarrez Paredes, Mad-
elyne Maxwell, Jaqueline 
Mazariego, Paola Melen-
dez Deras, Dayana Mendo-
za-Gallo, Kileen Milligan, 
Brianna Miranda, Evelyn 
Molina Ax, Melina Ortiz, 
Dillan Padilla Avila, Tatia-
na Parada, Siv Patel, Hen-
ry Reyes, Benjamin San-
tos Jr., Kiara Sauer, Luca 
Sinigaglia, Zayd Amir 
Snead, Joshua Tetteh, Hel-
en Vasquez, Avery Wall-
Carty, Lavante Ward. 

Superintendent’s Hon-
or Roll list: Addison Al-
varado, Autumn Rain 
Atkinson, Maddelynn 
DeMondo-Gernant, Nata-

lia Evangelista, Amhara 
Gillmer, Melanie Gomez 
Perez, Eriberto Gonzalez 
Jr., Jancarlos Guardado, 
Layla Hermann, Camdyn 
Hoefling, Kate Islas Es-
camilla, Sophia Jacobs, 
Ronny Mendoza, Pe-
dro Pineda Ortiz, Payton 
Pisaniello, Keily Rosales 
Charuc, Kayden Saravia, 
Jiahnny Sebastian, Joslyn 
Smith.

9th Grade
Honor Roll list: Nata-

ly Alcocer-Zapata, Oscar 
Carranza Pineda Jr., Fa-
toumata Gai, Riley Gorr, 
Hennis Gutierres-Padilla, 
Chanel Han, Adryanna 
Kozachuk, Shelby Lyons, 
Conner McManus, Jozyr 
McNeil, Joshua Rosales, 
Swarly Salguero Palacios, 
Abigail Toledo, Xavier 
Young, Rodrigo Zacapex-
pan Reyes. 

Superintendent’s Hon-
or Roll list: Sarah Blume, 
Emina Cenovic, Jordyn 
Cerone, Carissa Ciorciari, 
Ashleigh Fuentes Ardon, 
Eric Moocz, Fabio Narkaj, 
Robert Perrera, Efrain Ro-
driguez, Alisha Tremper, 
Peyton Varner. 

10th Grade
Honor Roll list: Edison 

Bastidas Avendano, Allyia 
Best, Bintou Darboe, Ol-
ivia DeGraw, Marcos De-
rasLopez, Jonathan Bias 
Paredes, Jayden Edwards, 
Sebastian Fowler, Kae-
dyn Freeman, Luz Gua-
man Quinde, Hector Jami 
Cocha, Virginio Jeronimo 
Sanchez, Joey Ketcham, 
Eric Li, Johnarris Lo-
pez-Landaverde, Carmen 
Velasco Montes, Jarvin 
Mejia Nunez, Austin Ol-
msted, Allanah Owens, 
Jansel Rosa Gonzalez, Isis 
Santos Berrios, Tracy Sev-
erino Paredes, Kierstyn 
Surerus, Nataly Zempoal-
tecatl. 

Superintendent’s Hon-
or Roll list: Angelina Al-
varado, Saladin Basic, 
Karrine Bennett, Andrew 
Bensimon, Xzavier Ber-
rios, Lee-Ann DiNapoli, 
Jaecob Espinoza, Emma-
bella Ferreira, Douglas 
Medina Carcamo Jr., Jo-
syln Odell Schreier, Made-
line Pantel, Allison Rojas, 
Marilyn Santos, Skylar 
Wright. 

11th Grade
Honor Roll list: Gelsey 

Aguilar Torres, Yoshua 
Bache-Seraphin, Maya 
Ballard, Rubin Bonilla 
Jr., Isaiah Brown, Eder, 
Campos, Arslyn Cantave, 
Gabriel Castillo Azofeifa, 
Alexander Cruceta, Nehe-
miah Damon, Kenya Es-
calante, Luciano Esposito, 
Jaiden Figeuroa, Kaelyn 
Fuentes, Adrianna Garcia, 

Andrew Garcia, Evyon-
na Gillard, Alana Gjeka, 
Amanda Gutierres Padil-
la, Donovan Hart, Bryce 
Junior, Grant King, Daris 
Koljkenovic, Erli Mal-
donado Garcia, Mayline 
Maldonado, Nancy Marti-
nez Cadena, Jamin McCo-
llough, Brianna McManus, 
Julia Miller, Juan Morales 
Perez, Rozana Narkaj, 
Brianna Noller, Danielle 
Olsen, Mauricio Ordonez 
Nunez, Dalila Ortiz Fuen-
tes, Keven Padilla Perdo-
mo, Asaria Ponce Ramirez, 
Marco Reyes Mansanarez, 
Emy Sierra Mejia, Khi-
mani Tisdale, Ioannis 
Vernezos. 

Superintendent’s Hon-
or Roll list: Isabelle Batis-
ta, Kimberly Diaz, Ethan 
Dunn, Isaac Hernandez 
Martinez, Hayden-Marie 
Herrera, Nicole Jimenez, 
Hannah Johnson, William 
Martinez Martinez, Ra-
chel Montenegro Sando-
val, Bella Muscia, Vivian 
Ordonez Cabrera, Cece-
lia Riker Lainez, Jennifer 
Rios Nunez, Jaily Sebas-
tian, Jordyn Wall-Carty. 

12th Grade
Honor Roll list: Jasmine 

Acevedo, Esthefany Avila 
Menjivar, Gustavo Avila 
Morales, Jordan Batista, 
Madison Bertholf, Diego 
Bonilla, Nikolas Bonner, 
Emily Bou, Emily Cas-
tro Ramos, Kassandra 
Damms, Emma DeGraw, 
Emily DeLaCruz, Alaina 
Dinkel, Lilly Fairman, 
Jordy Fuentes Maradiaga, 
Kennyn Garcia Bonilla, 
Terrence Hayden Jr., Lidia 
Hernandez Ponce, Kris-
tian Huttemeyer, Ashley 
Ingrassia, Karina Klimiuk, 
Jacob Lawrence, Aryana 
Mercado Dubon, Jenni-
fer Morales Perez, Geor-
gia’Rane O’Brein, Cath-
erine Pena, Angela Pineda 
Loja, Selina Rodriguez, 
Alexandra Ruiz, Rugia-
tu Sesay, Willson Torres 
Martinez, Ariel Vasquez, 
Isaiah Young. 

Superintendent’s Hon-
or Roll list: Asly Avila 
Reyes, Haris Basic, Sher-
lin Bruno Pinzon, Annge-
leena Bruno, Alexander 
Depuy-McBride, Chloe 
Doolittle, Miya Ennist, 
Jaedon Espinoza, Brandon 
Fierro, Kevin Hernandez 
Martinez, Mia Irlbacher, 
Jame Islas Escamilla,

Angelina Levner, Adam 
Mednick, Cecelia Nor-
ris-Yanes, Junior Ordonez 
Bonilla, John Padilla Orel-
lana, Emily Perna, Jalysa 
Poindexter, Elizabeth Ri-
vas-Ferrufino, Nadiush-
ka Rosa Gonzalez, Besart 
Selimaj, Charlotte Steing-
art, Christopher Yautentzi 
Reyes.

MONTICELLO – A group 
of approximately 30 Sulli-
van West high school stu-
dents spent much of Thurs-
day, November 16 learning 
about the people and offices 
who serve them.

“We were happy to facili-
tate a field trip so that local 
teens could better under-
stand the important tasks 
Sullivan County government 
undertakes every day – and 
the important role they can 
play in accomplishing those 
tasks,” explained Youth Ser-
vices Manager Kristen Kit-
son, who oversees the Sul-
livan County Youth Bureau. 
“They came to ask questions 
and engage with leaders, 

something we want to offer 
to all our school districts and 
their high school students.”

The day kicked off with 
Legislature meetings, where 
teens learned in real time 
how resolutions are dis-
cussed and passed in com-
mittee. That was followed 
by insights from Legislature 
Vice Chair Mike Brooks, 
County Treasurer Nancy 
Buck, Deputy County At-
torney Tom Cawley, Com-
missioner of Jurors Deanna 
Armbrust-Cruz and Infor-
mation Technology Services 
Director of Application De-
velopment and Support An-
drew McCabe.

“I was very impressed 

with how attentive these 
high-schoolers were,” Ms. 
Buck said. “They seemed 
truly interested in what we 
had to say and how they can 
be a part of County govern-
ment. I welcome future visits 
like these, especially since 
some of these young people 
may one day be working in 
and running local govern-
ment.”

The Youth Bureau will be 
hosting Eldred Junior-Se-
nior High School students 
in December, and Kitson en-
courages other area school 
districts to contact her to set 
up a visit: 845-807-0394 or 
Kristen.kitson2@sullivanny.
us.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 
calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

From the Firehouse

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those that do. We even 
supply all the gear and pro-
vide all the training need-
ed, for free. Stop by any 
Monday night and find out 
how you can help.

Hard to believe that the 
year is almost over. 

I have written about safe-
ty hints in all my columns. 
So let me tell you of some 
of my real-life experiences 
when things go wrong or 
not according to plan.

Just about all the hol-
idays coming up use an 
open flame.

I have been to fires caused 
by candles that were left un-
attended and caused exten-
sive damage to the home. 
They fell over or burned 
to the end, and started the 
holder and decorations on 
fire. I have seen menorahs 
fall over and start fires, and 
one even broke for an un-
known reason, spilling the 
oil and starting a fire.

Overloaded electrical 
outlets are common haz-
ards. Way too many lights, 
decorations, and devices 
plugged in to an outlet. 
Putting electrical cords un-
der rugs. That one I have 
seen quite a few times. All 
caused a fire for me to re-
spond to.

Furnace backfires (a/k/a 
poof back). Way too many 
to list. Some caused thou-
sands of dollars worth of 
soot damage with no fire 
and then there are the ones 
that burnt the house down.

Another one that I have 
gone to way too many 
times are chimney fires. 
Some because they were 
not cleaned and as a result 
they burnt the house down, 
ruined the chimney, or 
caused significant damage 
to the house.

Also, went to stove/fire-
place fires where the device 
was improperly installed. 
Again, with not a good end 
result.

Electric heating devices 
that were too close to com-
bustibles or didn’t have an 
automatic shut off when 
tipped over can also be a 
problem.

Kerosene stoves (heaters) 

that used the wrong fuel 
and could not be turned off. 
Filling a hot heating device 
inside and spilling the fuel 
and starting a fire happens 
more often than you might 
think.

I have seen this scenar-
io destroy several houses. 
Dumping fireplace or stove 
ashes out the back door, 
putting them in a plastic 
bucket and leaving it on the 
wooden back porch; or how 
about putting them in a pa-
per bag and not making it 
out of the house with them. 
I have seen the results.

Now, let’s go on the 
road: Driving way too fast 
on bald tires in the snow. 
This is never a good result. 
Most times it is easy for us 
to check the tires because 
when we arrive the car is 
on its roof.

Now we will head to the 
kitchen. Cooking fires are 
number one on the list of 
most caused structure fires. 
I have witnessed people 
putting food in the oven 
and going shopping to 
come home and find their 
home gone. Homeowner 
trying to put a grease fire 
out with water and spread-
ing it throughout the kitch-
en. (Put a lid on it!)

As a side note, most of 
the activated alarms that we 
respond to are from burnt 
food. Activated alarms are 
still on the top of the list for 
our responses along with 
faulty smoke heads. Re-
member we respond to all 
alarms as if it were a real 
fire; we drop everything 
and respond.

I have responded to calls 
where the residents had CO 
(carbon monoxide) poison-
ing because there were no 
CO alarms present. Re-
member CO is a silent in-
visible killer.

This is a partial list of in-
cidents that I have respond-
ed to in the winter months 
but especially during the 
holiday season. I hope you 
don’t make my list.

Have a Merry Christmas, 
a Happy New Safe New 
Year and Seasons Greet-
ings to ALL. 

BE Safe Out There. Use 
Common Sense.

MONTICELLO – The 
New York State Department 
of Labor is excited to invite 
the public to the Hudson Val-
ley Regional  Virtual  Career 
Fair, being held on Tues-
day,  December 19  from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. to promote job 
opportunities in the Hudson 
Valley Region.

To fully support orga-
nization’s recruitment ef-
forts, there will be a preview 
day on December 18 where 
job seekers can view content 
and job postings and prepare 
themselves for the “live” 
event. 

The Virtual Career Fair 
will go live on  December 
19 from 11 a.m. to 2 .pm.

Following receipt of exhib-
iting business’ registrations, 
businesses will receive an 

email containing deadlines, 
important links for accessing 
the event, login credentials 
to “create” your booth and 
a Virtual Career Fair Ex-
hibitors Guide.  This guide 
details information about 
the event, gives helpful tips 
and answers many frequent-
ly asked questions.  Depart-
ment of Labor staff will be 
available throughout the pro-
cess to help you with overall 
technical assistance.

Any business or organiza-
tion interested in exhibiting 
should register at the link be-
low by December 8.

https://virtualevent.nys-
dolboothregistration.com/
hudsonvalley

There is no COST to regis-
ter and exhibit.

December 6, 1916
Narrow Escape from 

Drowning

Three small children of 
South Fallsburg, who had 
been excused from school 
Wednesday afternoon a short 
time previous to the regular 
hour for dismissal, had a very 
narrow escape from drowning 
in the Fallsburg Lake. Grant 
Warren, the caretaker, heard 
their screams and discover-
ing the little ones in the water 
called loudly for help, where-
upon J C Reynolds, who 
heard him, went immediately 
to his assistance. By wading 
into the water up to his neck, 
Mr. Warren was able to reach 
them and they were carried 
to the school house and their 
parents notified. They were 
then sent home in automo-
biles. They were Irving Strat-
ton, aged nine years, son of 
Lorenzo Stratton and Sylves-
ter Bonney, age six, and Wil-
liam Bonney, age eight, sons 
of Harry Bonney.

December 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt in 

Auto Crash

Miss Sarah Hillman, twen-
ty, suffered severe lacerations 
of the face and body, and Pearl 
Jacobson and Mary Schubert, 
her companions, also of this 
village, were slightly injured 
Friday of last week when a 
car driven by Miss Hillman 
was struck by a Hi-Land 
bread truck at the intersection 
of Loch Sheldrake and Hur-
leyville roads.  A brother of 
Miss Hillman was drowned 
ten days ago while skating on 
Morningside Pond.

January 1, 1937
Engagements Announced

Three engagements involv-
ing Hurleyville residents were 
announced during Christmas 
week.

The betrothal of Miss Frie-
da Wichinsky, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Wichinsky and 
Jerry Lax of New York was 
made public. The couple plan 
to wed in June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion 
Metcalf of Monticello, to Ed-
ward Reynolds, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Reynolds, 
was announced. They plan to 
marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of 
Rock Hill have announced the 
engagement of their daughter, 
Gladys, to Earl Peck of Mon-
ticello.  Miss Case, a school 
teacher in the Mitteer district 
in Hurleyville for the past four 
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter 

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
Jay Quaintance was SUNY 
Sullivan president in 2017.

FCSD ANNOUNCES HONOR ROLL 

LOCAL TEENS VISIT COUNTY GOVERNMENT Various Leaders Talk About Roles, Rules and Rights

VIRTUAL JOB FAIR KICKOFF

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED
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Sullivan West students listen to Sullivan County Treasurer Nancy Buck and Deputy Coun-
ty Attorney Tom Cawley talk about their roles in County government during the first of a 
series of Youth Bureau-organized visits to the Government Center in Monticello.
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THE VERDICT  PART II A Short Story by Edith Wharton

The Verdict was originally 
published in 1908. It is in the 
public domain.

Mrs. Gisburn drew back 
the window-curtains, moved 
aside a jardiniere full of pink 
azaleas, pushed an arm-chair 
away, and said: “If you stand 
here you can just manage to 
see it. I had it over the man-
tel-piece, but he wouldn’t let 
it stay.”

Yes--I could just manage 
to see it--the first portrait of 
Jack’s I had ever had to strain 
my eyes over! Usually they 
had the place of honour--say 
the central panel in a pale 
yellow or _rose Dubarry_ 
drawing-room, or a monu-
mental easel placed so that 
it took the light through cur-
tains of old Venetian point. 
The more modest place be-
came the picture better; yet, 
as my eyes grew accustomed 
to the half-light, all the char-
acteristic qualities came out-
-all the hesitations disguised 
as audacities, the tricks of 
prestidigitation by which, 
with such consummate skill, 
he managed to divert atten-
tion from the real business 
of the picture to some pretty 
irrelevance of detail. Mrs. 
Gisburn, presenting a neutral 
surface to work on--forming, 

as it were, so inevitably the 
background of her own pic-
ture--had lent herself in an 
unusual degree to the display 
of this false virtuosity. The 
picture was one of Jack’s 
“strongest,” as his admirers 
would have put it--it repre-
sented, on his part, a swelling 
of muscles, a congesting of 
veins, a balancing, straddling 
and straining, that remind-
ed one of the circus-clown’s 
ironic efforts to lift a feather. 
It met, in short, at every point 
the demand of lovely woman 
to be painted “strongly” be-
cause she was tired of being 
painted “sweetly”--and yet 
not to lose an atom of the 
sweetness.

“It’s the last he painted, 
you know,” Mrs. Gisburn 
said with pardonable pride. 
“The last but one,” she cor-
rected herself--”but the other 
doesn’t count, because he de-
stroyed it.”

“Destroyed it?” I was about 
to follow up this clue when I 
heard a footstep and saw Jack 
himself on the threshold.

As he stood there, his hands 
in the pockets of his velveteen 
coat, the thin brown waves of 
hair pushed back from his 
white forehead, his lean sun-
burnt cheeks furrowed by a 
smile that lifted the tips of a 

self-confident moustache, I 
felt to what a degree he had 
the same quality as his pic-
tures--the quality of looking 
cleverer than he was.

His wife glanced at him 
deprecatingly, but his eyes 
travelled past her to the por-
trait.

“Mr. Rickham wanted to 
see it,” she began, as if ex-
cusing herself. He shrugged 
his shoulders, still smiling.

“Oh, Rickham found me 
out long ago,” he said lightly; 
then, passing his arm through 
mine: “Come and see the rest 
of the house.”

He showed it to me with a 
kind of naive suburban pride: 
the bath-rooms, the speak-
ing-tubes, the dress-closets, 
the trouser-presses--all the 
complex simplifications of 

the millionaire’s domestic 
economy. And whenever 
my wonder paid the expect-
ed tribute he said, throwing 
out his chest a little: “Yes, I 
really don’t see how people 
manage to live without that.”

Well--it was just the end 
one might have foreseen for 
him. Only he was, through 
it all and in spite of it all--
as he had been through, and 
in spite of, his pictures--so 
handsome, so charming, so 
disarming, that one longed 
to cry out: “Be dissatisfied 
with your leisure!” as once 
one had longed to say: “Be 
dissatisfied with your work!”

But, with the cry on my 
lips, my diagnosis suffered 
an unexpected check.

“This is my own lair,” he 
said, leading me into a dark 

plain room at the end of the 
florid vista. It was square and 
brown and leathery: no “ef-
fects”; no bric-a-brac, none 
of the air of posing for repro-
duction in a picture weekly-
-above all, no least sign of 
ever having been used as a 
studio.

The fact brought home to 
me the absolute finality of 
Jack’s break with his old life.

“Don’t you ever dabble 
with paint any more?” I 
asked, still looking about for 
a trace of such activity.

“Never,” he said briefly.
“Or water-colour--or etch-

ing?”
His confident eyes grew 

dim, and his cheeks paled a 
little under their handsome 
sunburn.

“Never think of it, my dear 

fellow--any more than if I’d 
never touched a brush.”

And his tone told me in a 
flash that he never thought of 
anything else.

I moved away, instinctive-
ly embarrassed by my unex-
pected discovery; and as I 
turned, my eye fell on a small 
picture above the mantel-
piece--the only object break-
ing the plain oak panelling of 
the room.

“Oh, by Jove!” I said.
It was a sketch of a don-

key--an old tired donkey, 
standing in the rain under a 
wall.

“By Jove--a Stroud!” I 
cried.

He was silent; but I felt him 
close behind me, breathing a 

little quickly.
“What a wonder! Made 

with a dozen lines--but on 
everlasting foundations. You 
lucky chap, where did you 
get it?”

He answered slowly: “Mrs. 
Stroud gave it to me.”

“Ah--I didn’t know you 
even knew the Strouds. He 
was such an inflexible her-
mit.”

“I didn’t--till after. . . . She 
sent for me to paint him when 
he was dead.”

“When he was dead? 
You?”

I must have let a little too 
much amazement escape 
through my surprise, for he 
answered with a deprecating 
laugh: “Yes--she’s an awful 
simpleton, you know, Mrs. 
Stroud. Her only idea was to 
have him done by a fashion-
able painter--ah, poor Stroud! 
She thought it the surest way 
of proclaiming his greatness-
-of forcing it on a purblind 
public. And at the moment I 
was _the_ fashionable paint-
er.”

“Ah, poor Stroud--as you 
say. Was _that_ his history?”

“That was his history. She 
believed in him, gloried in 
him--or thought she did. But 
she couldn’t bear not to have 
all the drawing-rooms with 
her. She couldn’t bear the 
fact that, on varnishing days, 
one could always get near 

enough to see his pictures. 
Poor woman! She’s just a 
fragment groping for other 
fragments. Stroud is the only 
whole I ever knew.”

“You ever knew? But you 
just said--”

Gisburn had a curious 
smile in his eyes.

“Oh, I knew him, and he 
knew me--only it happened 
after he was dead.”

I dropped my voice in-
stinctively. “When she sent 
for you?”

“Yes--quite insensible to 
the irony. She wanted him 
vindicated--and by me!”

He laughed again, and 
threw back his head to look 
up at the sketch of the don-
key. “There were days when 
I couldn’t look at that thing--
couldn’t face it. But I forced 
myself to put it here; and 
now it’s cured me--cured me. 
That’s the reason why I don’t 
dabble any more, my dear 
Rickham; or rather Stroud 
himself is the reason.”

For the first time my idle 
curiosity about my compan-
ion turned into a serious de-
sire to understand him better.

“I wish you’d tell me how 
it happened,” I said.

Part III of The Verdict 
will appear in the January 
edition of The Hurleyville 
Sentinel.

EMBRACING INCLUSIVITY AND WELL-BEING
Town of Fallsburg Launches New Community Programs

FALLSBURG – The 
Town of Fallsburg is 
thrilled to announce the 
commencement of regis-
trations for some dynam-
ic community programs 
aimed at enriching the 
lives of its residents. These 
initiatives underscore 
the Town’s commitment 
to fostering inclusivity, 
health, and recreation for 
individuals of all ages and 

abilities.
The programs include:

Empower Video Gaming 
Club for Children and 
Young Adults with Spe-
cial Needs

In collaboration with the 
Kosher Garage - Fun Spot 
in Loch Sheldrake, the 
Empower Video Gaming 
Club is designed to pro-
vide an engaging and sup-
portive environment for 
children and young adults 
with special needs. This 
program aims to foster 
social connections, boost 
self-esteem, and enhance 
cognitive skills through 
the medium of video gam-
ing. The program was 
scheduled to start on No-
vember 30. This program 
is a monthly program that 
provides over two hours 
of unlimited arcade game 
play in Loch Sheldrake.
Yoga and Chair Yoga by 
The Yoga Space in Hur-

leyville
The Yoga Space in Hur-

leyville is partnering with 
the Town of Fallsburg to 
offer rejuvenating Yoga 
and Chair Yoga sessions. 
These programs cater to 
individuals of all fitness 
levels, promoting physical 
wellness, stress relief, and 
mental well-being. Partic-
ipants can experience the 
transformative benefits of 
yoga in a serene and inclu-
sive community setting. 
The yoga program started 
on November 26, and

chair yoga will start on 
December 8. Both pro-
grams will meet weekly 
and provide an hour of 
yoga in Hurleyville.
Programs Coming Soon:
Elementary Basketball
Elementary Soccer
High School Basketball 
Drill
Youth After-School Learn 
to Swim Program with 

Hudson Valley Swim
Zumba

These programs are 
made available free of 
charge for residents of the 
Town of Fallsburg, thanks 
to the town’s commitment 
to promoting community 
engagement and well-be-
ing. Registration for these 
programs is now open, 
and can be completed con-
veniently on the town’s 
website under community 
activities and youth activi-
ties. Residents are encour-
aged to secure their spots 
early, as spaces are limit-
ed.

Town of Fallsburg Su-
pervisor Kathy Rappaport 
expressed enthusiasm 
about the launch of these 
community programs, 
stating, “We are excited to 
provide our residents with 
these enriching oppor-
tunities for growth, con-
nection, and well-being. 
These programs reflect our 
dedication to

creating a vibrant and 
inclusive community for 
all.”

For more information 
and to register, please vis-
it townoffallsburg.com or 
contact the Town of Fall-
sburg at jedwards@falls-
burgny.com or 845-434-
8810 Ext 5.

MONTICELLO – Vet 
2 Vet of Sullivan County 
(V2V) recently welcomed 
two new members to their 
Veteran Service Dog Pro-
gram.

Say hello to Mike and 
Thunder!

V2V covered Thunder’s 
adoption fees through the 
Sullivan County SPCA An-
imal Shelter in Rock Hill. 

“The SPCA was abso-
lutely wonderful through-
out the whole process,” 
said Veteran Peer Advocate 
for V2V, Stephen Murphy.

Training and supplies are 
free of charge to the Veter-
ans in the program.

“These dogs are able to 
make a world of difference 
in our Veterans’ lives,” Mr. 
Murphy explained. “They 
help them to get out and 
live richer, fuller, happier 
lives.”

For information about 
the Veteran Service Dog 
Program, or any of the ser-
vices from V2V, call 845-
794-4228, and ask to speak 
with a Veteran Peer Advo-
cate.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Mike and Thunder

Vet 2 Vet Welcomes 
New Members

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED

Edith Wharton



Bronx. Wilson had phe-
nomenal success at Sulli-
van both before and after 
the school’s move from 
Division III to Division II, 
and guided the Generals to 
the last five NJCAA Region 
XV DII Titles, including 
two East District Champi-
onships and an appearance 
in the 2022 NJCAA Nation-
al DII Final Four. 

At the tip-Off Classic, 
the Generals outlasted the 
Raptors of Montgomery 
College-Rockville in over-
time in the opening game 
on Saturday, November 4 
by a 110-104 score, and 
then went to overtime again 
on Sunday to beat Howard 
Community College by a 
90-86 margin.

The following weekend, 
Sullivan travelled to Mon-
roe Community College in 
Rochester for the Murph 
Shapiro Tournament, and 
won its third straight over-
time victory in the opening 
game, downing Jamestown 
Community College 88-84. 
The Generals dropped their 
first game of the season on 
Sunday, November 12, los-
ing to the host team by 84-
71.

On Thursday, November 
16, the Generals welcomed 
the Hawks of Rockland 
County Community College 
to Paul Gerry Fieldhouse, 
and proceeded to send them 
home with a 99-52 thrash-
ing. The Monroe College 
Invite in New Rochelle was 

next on the schedule for 
Sullivan on Saturday and 
Sunday, November 18 and 
19, and the Generals split 
the two games, dropping an 
84-71 decision to Alleghe-
ny College of Maryland on 
Saturday and then going to 
overtime—once again—to 
beat Hagerstown Commu-
nity College 93-86.

On Tuesday, November 
21, the Generals travelled 
to Albany for a match up 
against Bryant & Stratton 
College, and ended up on 
the short end of an 81-71 
score. But a week later, on 
November 28, the Gener-
als travelled to Stone Ridge 
to take on the Senators of 
Ulster County Communi-
ty College, and they fared 

much better, capturing an 
82-56 win.

Sullivan closed the month 
with a 6-3 record over-
all and a 2-0 slate in the 
Mid-Hudson Conference.

Freshman Tajuan Thom-
as, a 6’4” forward from 
Flushing High School in 
Queens, has been the most 
consistent scoring threat 
for the Generals through 
the first month, averaging 
nearly 15 points per game. 
Sophomore forward Jarell 
White has also excelled on 
offense for Sullivan in the 
early going, scoring at a 
19.7 per game clip but has 
played in just three games 
thus far. 
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES
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STARTING STRONG
GENERALS SWEEP TIP-OFF CLASSIC
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Fallsburg CSD Hosts 
Annual Fall Sports Banquet
FALLSBURG – On No-

vember 8, the Fallsburg 
Central School District 
held its annual Fall sports 
banquet at the high school 
auditorium. Sixty-one stu-
dents were celebrated by 
their coaches and families 
for their exceptional athlet-
ic accomplishments. These 
students are:

Varsity Cheerleading
Coaches Award: Angie Rodri-
guez
Most Improved Award: Cather-
ine Pena
Sportsmanship Award: Chanel 
Han
Varsity Boys Cross-Country
Most Valuable Player: Isaiah 
Hershewsky
Most Improved Award: Terrence 
Hayden
Sportsmanship Award: Azon 
Laurel
Rookie of the Season: Jefferson 
Banegas
Varsity Girls Cross-Country
Most Valuable Player: Meredith 
Anderman
Most Improved Award: Arrow 
Odell & Kassandra Damms
Sportsmanship Award: Arianna 
Gonzalez
Rookie of the Season: Shelby 
Lyons
Modified Boys & Girls 
Cross-Country
Most Valuable Players: Jiahn-
ny Sebastian & Autumn Rain 
Atkinson
Most Improved Award: Jer-
maine Troy Jr.
Sportsmanship Award: Domini-
co Retana
Rookie of the Season: Jiahnny 
Sebastian
Varsity Football
Most Valuable Player: Donovan 
Hart
Coaches Award: Colin Pavese
Most Improved Award: Adam 
Frunzi
Offensive Player of the Year: 
Nick Storms
Defensive Player of the Year: 
Isaiah Young
Rookie of the Year: Jadiel 
Monche
Black Helmet Award: Nikolas 
Bonner & Ethan Dunn
Modified Football
Most Valuable Player: Michael 
Kehlenbeck

Most Improved Award: Rashan 
Lewis Jr.
Sportsmanship Award: Emmett 
Kleingardner
Varsity Boys Soccer
Most Valuable Player: Frank 
Trochez 
Most Improved Award: Junior 
Ordonez
Leadership Award: Kevin Padilla
JV Boys Soccer
Most Valuable Players: Issac 
Rubio Granados & Alexandar 
Campos
Sportsmanship Award: Rodrigo 
Zacapexpan & Bryan Avelar 
Martinez
Most Improved Award: Nelson 
Sosa Cerrato
Modified Boys Soccer
Sportsmanship Award: Pedro 
Pineda Ortiz
Most Improved Award: Cristofer 
Pivaral Ballesteros
Leadership Award: Carlos 
Granados & Dillan Padilla
Varsity Girls Soccer
Most Valuable Players: Savan-
na Doty & Emily Perna
Most Improved Award: Marilyn 
Santos
Coaches Award: Nicole Jimenez
Modified Girls Soccer
Most Valuable Player: Paola 
Melendez Deras
Most Improved Award: Janiyah 
Ferguson
Sportsmanship Award: Layla 
Cruz
Varsity Tennis
Most Improved Player: Maiya 
Davis
Sportsmanship Award: Jaily 
Sebastian
Varsity Volleyball
Most Valuable Player: Ashley 
Ingrassia
Most Improved Award: Brianna 
Noller
Coaches Award: Maya Ballard
JV Volleyball
Most Valuable Player: Zoey 
Ketcham
Most Improved Award: Peyton 
Varner
Coaches Award: Addison Ingber
Modified Volleyball
Most Valuable Players: Maelynn 
Mann & Jaylisa Williams
Coaches Award: Layla Her-
mann
Most Improved Award: Leyna 
Greenberg
Sportsmanship Award: Addison 
Alvarado
Rookie of the Season: Kiara 
Allen

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first person 
to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.com will win a 
prize. Have fun!

December Questions:
	 1.	 What is the nickname of Collaborative College High School 
		  (Hurleyville) sports teams?
	 2.	 What is the nickname of Eldred High School sports teams?
	 3.	 What is the nickname of Livingston Manor High School sports 
		  teams?
	 4.	 What is the nickname of Roscoe High School sports teams?
	 5.	 What is the nickname of Rondout Valley high school sports 
		  teams?
November Answers:
	 1.	 The first college football game played on Thanksgiving Day 
		  featured Yale and Princeton. What year was it? 
		  (1876. Yale won 2-0.)
	 2.	 What two college teams, at the time ranked first and second 
	 	 nationally, played a memorable Thanksgiving Day game in 1971 
		  that turned out to be one of the most exciting college football 
		  games ever? (Number 1 Nebraska beat #2 Oklahoma 35-31.)
	 3.	 What two teams traditionally host NFL games on Thanksgiving 
	 	 Day? (Detroit and Dallas)
	 4.	 In what year did the NFL add a prime time game on 
		  Thanksgiving? (2006)
	 5.	 What two teams played in the first NFL Thanksgiving game to go
		  into overtime? (Detroit and Chicago in 1980)
There was no winner last month.

FIFTY YEARS AGO… Sullivan Cagers Eye Conference Crown
by John Conway

FALLSBURG – It was 
December of 1973—50 
years ago this month—and 
the Fallsburg High School 
basketball team was riding 
a 17-game winning streak 
that had them closing in on 
a ranking as the best small 
school in New York State.

After decades as a mem-
ber of first the D.U.S.O. 
League and then the 
D.U.S.O. Village League, 
competing against the likes 
of Monticello and Liber-
ty, the Comets were com-
peting for the first time in 
the Ulster County Athletic 
League in 1973, but the 
change in conferences had 
done little to interrupt their 
winning.

The team started the 
1973-’74 season with four 
consecutive victories, end-
ing December as the num-
ber two small school team 
in the state, behind only St. 
Francis of Athol Springs. 
The Fallsburg wins includ-
ed such lopsided scores as a 

115-50 win over Wallkill, a 
92-35 thrashing of archrival 
Monticello, and a 106-
64 victory over a winless 
Highland team. The Com-
ets topped the century mark 
in points scored in two of 
their first four games, and 
as the month of December 
came to an end, were aver-
aging 94.8 points per game.

Along with a stingy press-
ing defense, the strength of 
Coach Jim McDermott’s 
Fallsburg team was its bal-
anced scoring attack, with 
Albert Smith, Charlie Hin-
ton, Sam Copeland, Rick 
Woodard and Terry Patton 
all capable of wielding a 
hot hand. 

For example, in the 
game against Monticello, 
both Copeland and Hin-
ton scored 26 points, with 
Copeland adding ten re-
bounds. Despite the easy 
victory, Copeland later told 
a Times Herald-Record 
newspaper sportswriter that 
the team “didn’t play well.”

In the Highland victo-
ry, it was Smith who led 

the scoring for the Comets 
with 21 points, while Hin-
ton contributed 16 and Co-
peland 14. Patton scored 13 
points and Woodard 12.

When the month came to 
an end, the Fallsburg Com-

ets basketball team had yet 
to be challenged on the 
court, and was solidly atop 
the Tri-County area rank-
ings compiled by the Times 
Herald-Record.

by Win Hadley

FALLSBURG – The Falls-
burg Comets varsity football 
team piled up 20 points in the 
first three quarters of their 
November 3 game against 
the Sullivan West Bulldogs 
in Lake Huntington, racing 
out to a 20-8 lead entering 
the final stanza, but ended up 
dropping their season finale 
22-20.

It was a heartbreaking 
loss for Fallsburg, which 
outplayed Sullivan West for 
much of the game, nearly 
avenging an earlier 32-16 
loss to the Bulldogs.

With the defeat, the Com-
ets ended the 2023 season 
with a 5-3 record, while the 
win pushed Sullivan West’s 
season slate to 8-1 and ad-
vanced them to a playoff 
game against undefeated 
Pawling on November 10, 
which the Bulldogs also 
won, putting them in the 

state championship game on 
November 17.

Fallsburg’s aerial tandem 
of quarterback Nick Storms 
to wide receiver Donovan 
Hart had another fine game, 
hooking up for two touch-
downs. Storms ended the 
game with nine completions 
in 17 attempts, for 176 yards. 

He also threw an intercep-
tion. Hart recorded six catch-
es in the game for 120 yards.

Both Storms and Hart are 
juniors.

Freshman running back 
Jadiel Monche racked up 
66 yards and a score on the 
ground for the Comets. On 
defense, senior Isaiah Young 

was a standout with eight 
tackles. Monche recovered 
a Sullivan West fumble and 
junior Ethan Dunn contrib-
uted an interception that he 
returned for 21 yards.

Following the season, Hart 
was chosen the team’s Most 
Valuable Player for the year, 
while Storms was named 
Outstanding Offensive Play-
er and Young Outstanding 
Defensive Player. (See sep-
arate story in this edition 
about the FCSD fall sports 
banquet and the players hon-
ored there.)

In addition, Hart and Isaiah 
Young were chosen by the 
Section Nine coaches to the 
All-Section Eight-Man first 
team, while Storms, Dunn, 
and Nikolas Bonner were 
named to the second team.

Head Coach Dominick 
Scanna was named Section 
Nine’s Eight-Man Coach of 
the Year.

COMETS GRID TEAM DROPS FINALE
Fallsburg Ends Season 5-3

PHOTO PROVIDED
Dominick Scanna

by Win Hadley 

LOCH SHELDRAKE –  
The SUNY Sullivan men’s 
basketball team started the 
2023-’24 season, its first 
under interim head coach 
Simon Clement, on a high 
note as the month of No-
vember began, capturing 
both games in the school’s 

own Rolling V Tip-Off 
Classic at Paul Gerry Field-
house.

Clement, who had been 
an assistant coach at Sul-
livan since 2018, replaced 
longtime head coach Brent 
Wilson in September after 
Wilson was named Direc-
tor of Athletics at Hostos 
Community College in the 
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