
er’s Bagels in Connecticut 
was one of their clients. 

Mr. Mack is the only per-
son who now knows how to 
work the bagel machine. At 
the winter Bagel Fest, he ex-
plained how it functioned, 
pointing out “the dough goes 
in at this end under the plate 
and then it’s forced between a 
canvas belt.”

He was also able to give key 
information such as, “the ma-
chine produced one bagel per 
second. Dozens and dozens 
an hour. The machine made 
two-point-five ounce bagels; 
usually bagels are three-point-
five to four ounces.” 

Ceil Wichinsky Mack and 
her husband drove down from 
Schenectady for the event. 

Under the moniker “Mem-
ories of the Bagel Baker’s 
Daughter,” Ms. Mack con-
tinues to share her father’s 
astounding accomplishments 
by public speaking at schools, 
libraries, museums and col-
leges all over upstate New 
York. 

When Ms. Mack spoke to 
the crowd, she was as gra-
cious as can be. 

“I’m happy to be here. I 
went to school here, so did 
my brother. My dad went to 
school here from kindergar-
ten until 12th grade. His eight 
brothers and sisters also went 
here. Thank you for remem-
bering my dad.” 

She also shared a memo-
ry that still stands out in her 

mind today. “I learned to 
square dance in the parking 
lot.” 

Ms. Mack’s ties to this 
area, and specifically to the 
Borscht Belt era, run deep—
her parents met right here in 
Hurleyville. Her face lit up 
as she remembered how her 
mother spent many summers 
at a boarding house that was 
located near the current fire 
station. It was after her dad 
returned from World War II 
that he was driving his bakery 
truck down the road and her 
mom waved him down. He 
dropped her off in Loch Shel-
drake and then went back to 
the boarding house and told 
Ms. Mack’s maternal grand-
mother that he was going to 
marry her daughter. 

A lot of people still have 
stories about the legendary 
personality of the bagel man 
in Hurleyville. With a pleth-
ora of inventions under his 
belt, he was nothing short of 
remarkable and left an un-
forgettable stamp on this re-
gion. Celebrating him, with 
his daughter and son-in-law 
in attendance made for a very 
special day at the Museum. 

Thank you to Carol Smith 
and Aldo Troiani for planning 
the enjoyable afternoon and 
to the band Little Sparrow for 
the entertainment. The bagel 
machine is on display in the 
Museum’s auditorium during 
normal business hours. Tues-
day through Saturday 10 a.m.  
to 4:30 p.m. and Sunday, 1 to 
4:30 p.m.

by John Conway

KIAMESHA — The ref-
erendum on the creation of 
the new village of Ateres 
proposed for the towns of 
Thompson and Fallsburg in 
Sullivan County was held 
as scheduled on January 18, 
although the results of that 
vote have not yet been cer-
tified. As The Sentinel went 
to press, it seemed question-
able whether they would be, 
and the next steps in the pro-

cess were not clear.
Supervisors in the two 

towns had indefinitely post-
poned the vote the day be-
fore it was to be held, since 
the New York State Assem-
bly had not yet acted upon 
Governor Kathy Hochul’s 
amendments to the new law 
governing the creation of 
villages, but their decision 
was overturned by State Su-
preme Court Judge Stephan 
G. Schick, who issued an 
early morning order on Janu-

ary 18 that the vote was to be 
held as originally scheduled.

As of press time, the State 
Senate had approved the 
amendments, but the As-
sembly still had not. It was 
not clear whether there were 
enough votes in the Assem-
bly to pass the measure.

Although the results of the 
referendum have not been 
certified, an unofficial report 
indicated that the creation of 
the village was overwhelm-
ingly approved, as expected, 

by a 224-2 margin.
If it becomes official, 

the village of Ateres will 
comprise approximately 
1.5 square miles straddling 
the Thompson-Fallsburg 
line, with a population of 
834 men, women, and chil-
dren. Under the new state 
law, which will govern the 
creation of villages going 
forward, a minimum popu-
lation of 1500 is among the 
requirements for forming a 
new village.

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE—Al-
though it is likely that no 
one in or around Hurleyville 
will present their loved one 
with a puzzle purse or a 
pressed flower for Valen-
tine’s Day this month, as 
is common in some other 
parts of the world, creative 
people seem to always be on 
the lookout for unique gifts 
for February’s most intimate 
holiday.

This year, a collaboration 
between the Hurleyville 
General Store and a new 
Hurleyville business called 
Milk & Honey may provide 
the perfect answer. 

On Thursday, February 
8, the two businesses will 
present a Valentine’s Char-
cuterie Class, providing 
participants with an oppor-
tunity to learn to make the 
perfect charcuterie board, 
which can then be gifted to 
a loved one for the holiday. 

Or not. 
“Material gifts are out, 

and gifting experiences is 
in!” says Melissa Jaycox, 
owner of Milk & Hon-
ey, who will be presenting 
the program. Ms. Jaycox 
recently returned to “her 
roots” in Hurleyville after 
having started the business 
in Virginia. 

“I think that whether you 
are in a relationship or not, 
people are interested in 
learning and having a new 

experience,” she says. “To 
learn the art of a fine snack 
with your partner or a friend 
is a good time, a memora-
ble experience that you take 
with you.”

Ms. Jaycox says she often 
gets requests to host char-
cuterie classes, and has pre-
sented similar programs for 
groups and private parties. 
She says it provides people 
with a reason to get togeth-
er and enjoy great food and 
wine. 

“Isn’t that something ev-
eryone wants?” she asks.

The class will run from 6 
to 8 p.m. at the Hurleyville 
General Store at 238 Main 
Street, and will provide ed-
ucation on all the products 
being used, including some 
information on name pro-
tected cheeses, and then 
move forward into proper 

preparation, cutting, and 
styling, she says.

Ms. Jaycox is particularly 
excited to be collaborating 
with the Hurleyville Gener-
al Store on the program.

“I love the space!” she 
says emphatically, particu-
larly noting the “long farm 
table so everyone will have 
enough space to work on 
their charcuterie.”

She is also excited about 
the opportunity to work 
with HGS owners Denise 
and Rob Lombardi.

“When I moved back to 
Hurleyville, they took a 
chance on me and my busi-
ness, and offered to stock 
my products,” she says. 
“Their faith in me is unwav-
ering, and I feel the same 
way about them. Their store 
is a fantastic community 
space.” 

She says she hopes this 
collaboration is the first of 
many with HGS, and there 
have already been discus-
sions about offering other 
classes centering on making 
pasta and making ice cream.

The Valentine’s Day 
Charcuterie Class is $60 per 
person, and includes a com-
plimentary glass of wine for 
all participants aged 21 or 
older. Space is limited, and 
spots are filling fast. Res-
ervations should be made 
in advance through Event 
Brite (https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/valentines-day-char-
cuterie-making-class-tick-
ets-804060836607?aff=ebdss-
bcategorybrowse). 

People looking for more 
information should call Ms. 
Jaycox at 845-866-4786.

by Lily Barrish

HURLEYVILLE – The 
first winter Bagel Fest at the 
Hurleyville museum attracted 
a full house on an icy Sunday 
in January. A majority of the 
crowd were seniors. Carol 
Smith, Executive Director of 
the  Frederick A.  Cook Soci-
ety, organized the event., and 
was pleasantly surprised at 
the turnout. 

Ms. Smith first contacted 
Jeff Siegel, the man responsi-
ble for starting the Monticello 
Bagel Festival several years 
ago. The Bagel Festival has 
become the biggest one-day 
festival in Sullivan Coun-
ty, and last summer drew an 
estimated 15 to 20 thousand 
attendees. Not wanting to 
step on any toes, Ms. Smith 
was thrilled when Mr. Siegel 
threw his support behind her 
idea. 

Ms. Smith, also a member 
of the local band Little Spar-
row, accompanied by her 
bandmate and husband, Aldo 
Troiani, sang and played gui-
tar for the audience. Jeff An-
derson joined them on bass. 
Sullivan West senior  Henry 
Simon also sang and played 
guitar while the crowd ate 
their bagels. The Museum 
provided an assortment of 
bagels from the Monticello 
Bagel Bakery free of charge, 
sponsored through the Fred-
erick A. Cook Society. 

The festival recognized 

both National Bagel Day on 
January 15, and inventor ex-
traordinaire, Louis “Lebel” 
Wichinsky. Mr. Wichinsky’s 
creativity started when he was 
a kid right here in Hurleyville. 
At 14 years old, he built a real 
airplane that his mom helped 
him construct with flour 
sacks. He crashed it up on the 
hill where The Center for Dis-
covery’s Big Barn now sits. 
His minor injuries required 
stitches, but otherwise he was 
fine. 

Mr. Wichinsky is credited 
by many with creating the 
prototype bagel machine. 
Born the son of a baker, he 
was stationed in England 
during WWII, when a Lon-
don baker put the challenge to 
him, “You Yanks can do any-
thing. How is it you haven’t 
yet built a machine to make 
bagels?” He jumped at the 
challenge, and on March 8, 
1966 he filed a dough-knead-
ing-machine patent.

Later on, he figured out a 
way for a 1980 Volkswagen 
Rabbit to run on vegetable oil. 

“He never quit. Until the 
day he died, he was always 
working on things,” said Jim 
Mack, Mr. Wichinsky’s son-
in-law. 

For about three years, Mr. 
Mack worked alongside his 
father-in-law. They’d travel 
back and forth from the likes 
of New York City and Long 
Island, repairing and building 
new bagel machines. Lend-

HURLEYVILLE – The 
3rd Annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day of Service Youth 
Summit was held on Friday, 
January 12 at the Hurleyville 
Performing Arts Centre. This 
free event was open to Sul-
livan County youth (grades 
11 and 12) to experience the 
importance of their voice and 
their ability to act for change. 

The day began with a 
viewing of Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s “Blueprint for Life” 
speech, and was followed by 
a return engagement of the 
popular and dynamic key-
note speaker, Duncan Kirk-
wood, Director of the Center 
for Resiliency at Villa Ma-
ria College, Army National 
Guard Master Resilience 
Trainer, and Author of “Re-

routing: Resilience Tools and 
Tactics”.  

The morning program then 
featured Sullivan County 
Poet Laureate Sharon Ken-
nedy-Nolle, and Mykenzi 
Williams, Youth Poet Am-
bassador  

Participants were guided 
to create their personal blue-
print for life through inter-
active activities designed to 
open their minds and hearts 
to greater service for them-
selves, their schools, and 
their communities. They also 
had the opportunity to inter-
act with several “blueprint 
facilitators,” volunteers with 
various backgrounds who 
shared their own stories and 
personal journeys. The day 
culminated with connections 
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A Unique Gift for 
Valentine’s Day

Everything Bagel at the Sullivan County Museum
SCHS Honors Bagel Making History 

HPAC HOSTS SUMMIT
The 3rd Annual MLK Day of Service Youth Summit 

ATERES STILL IN LIMBOThe headline for this month’s edition comes from a short 
Valentine’s Day poem by Joanna Fuchs entitled “Pleasant 
Thoughts of You.”
Joanna Fuchs is a contemporary American writer, who writes 
fiction, non-fiction, and poetry. Her poems are available on 
the website poemsource.com. 
The poem “Pleasant Thoughts of You” is not really a love 
poem; it is more about camaraderie or companionship, and 
seemed to fit the theme of this month’s article about an un-
usual Valentine’s Day gift being offered by Hurleyville busi-
nesses, Milk & Honey and the Hurleyville General Store. 
The poem concludes:
On Valentine’s Day I want to tell you this:
Knowing you is an extraordinary pleasure;
Your caring heart is always quick to give;
You’re unique, a rare and very special treasure.
Happy Valentine’s Day.

ABOUT OUR HEADLINE

PHOTO PROVIDED
Featured speaker Duncan Kirkwood addresses participants during the Day of Service 
Youth summit at the Hurleyville Performing Arts Center.

PHOTO BY LILY BARRISH
Jim and Ceil Wichinsky Mack pose with the bagel making 
machine at the Sullivan County Museum.

PHOTO BY LILY BARRISH
Carol Smith of the sponsoring Frederick Cook Society 
serves cookies at the Winter Bagel Fest. to “doors of opportunity” 

through a variety of commu-
nity partners. 

The MLK Day of Service 
Youth Summit is present-
ed by Sullivan 180, Action 
Toward Independence Inc., 
Bethel Woods Center for the 
Arts, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Sullivan County, 
the Hurleyville Performing 
Arts Centre, MISN CAPP 
(Maternal Infant Services 
Network Comprehensive 
Adolescent Pregnancy Pre-
vention), Rural Migrant 
Ministries – YEG (Youth 
Economic Group), SALT 
(Sullivan Allies Leading To-
gether), the Sullivan County 
Youth Bureau and the Center 
for Workforce Development.

Vote Held; Certification Awaits 
Legislative Action



HURLEYVILLE-SULLIVAN
FIRST (HSF)

The members of Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First are 
dedicated to the ongoing re-
vitalization of “the liveliest 
little hamlet in the Moun-
tains.” This dedication is dis-
played through the collabo-
ration and joint efforts with 
other community groups.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
is one of the sponsors of the 
“4th Annual SnO&W Snow-
shoe Walk & Run” on Satur-
day, February 24. The free 
event will begin at 10 a.m. 
at the entrance to the Hur-
leyville O&W Rail Trail on 
Main Street.

Members of Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First have 
begun working with the Hur-
leyville Hub on plans for fes-
tivals in 2024:

• 3rd Annual Hurleyville 
Summer Festivals on July 
18 and August 15
• 3rd Annual Hurleyville 
Scarecrow Festival on 
October 13
• Holiday in Hurleyville 
on December 7.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-

leny.com for more informa-
tion about Hurleyville-Sulli-
van First. You can also visit 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First on 
Facebook.

HURLEYVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH

The Bread of Life Food 
Pantry will be open on 
Thursday, February 22 and 
on Thursday, February 29 
from 3 until 5 p.m.

Sunday services are held at 
the church at 9 a.m. Children 
of all ages can attend Sunday 
school at the church during 
services. Please note there is 
no Sunday school on the first 
Sunday of the month.

Pastor Jorge delivers ser-
mons on the church’s page 
on Facebook at 11 a.m. on 
Sundays.

All are invited to pray with 
others over the phone on the 
church’s prayer line on Sun-
days from 7 to 8 p.m. The 
prayer line phone number is 
605-472-5491 and the access 
code is 251678. 

The adult Bible study 
group meets in the sanctuary 
at the church every Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. 
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.
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FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!
Recently I spoke with

longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.
‘Home Grown’ on WJFF

radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.
And speaking of WJFF,

their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.
We may have seen the last

of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!
At this writing, it is un-

clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.
The schedule for Decem-

ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”
For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 
2nd Friday, Cabernet

Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM
3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-

Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM
3rd Saturday, The Pickled

Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM
4th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish
9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM
10th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM
11th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish
13th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
16th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM
17th Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM
18th Sunday, DeFillipis

Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 
27th Tuesday, TENTA-

TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222
30th Friday, The Pickled

Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM
31st Saturday, The Pick-

led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM
Wishing all of you a

blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.
Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 
my dad throws
snowballs at me, 
and sledding, 

I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 
very much because 

I love to ski.
I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.
There were also some

dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!
I’m sure my mommy had

fun, too.

And just like that “poof” I 
was transported back to Mid-
west winters as a kid. I hope 
you are doing well as this 
instantaneous winter set in. 
I had forgotten (thankfully) 
what 13 degrees in full sun 
felt like. I had also forgotten 
how bone chilling a wind 
dropping the air to below 
zero at that same temperature 
can be.  Yes, I did go out in it 
for three necessary stops.

A week ago Wednesday, 
I went out to CABERNET 
FRANK’S to see my friends 
CASWYN MOON and 
FAITH KELLY. These two 
have made the phrase “35 
gigs in 40 days” a reality in 
their tours. They are back 
here until March, when they 
are off again. That phrase 
should be expanded to in-
clude “8 states, 35 cities” and 
yes, they are doing things 
like this. I have known there 
are musicians who do this, 
I’ve met a few at this venue, 
but this is the first time I ac-
tually KNOW them. And the 
others I have met, limit their 
tours to maybe three states at 
a time. Not these two, and I 
have the utmost respect for 
this. Can you imagine?

Is it worth it? Absolutely. 
Playing one’s original music 

Have you ever wondered 
why the month of February 
is always so cold here in the 
northern hemisphere?

You might expect that it 
is because the distance be-
tween the Earth and the Sun 
varies, and the farther away 
the Sun is, the colder the 
temperature. But, that isn’t 
necessarily true, and the an-
swer is more complicated 
than it might seem.

According to the Almanac.
com website, the distance of 
the Earth from the Sun varies 
from 91.4 million miles in 
early January to 94.5 million 
miles in July, meaning the 
Earth is actually closer to the 
Sun in our winter. So, that’s 
not it!

Instead, the website notes, 
“the answer lies in the 23.5 
degree tilt of the earth’s or-
bit as it revolves around the 
sun.” 	

That tilt also accounts 
for the fact that the south-
ern hemisphere experiences 
summer while the northern 
hemisphere is immersed in 

winter, and vice versa.
Comparing the forecast 

for this upcoming month of 
February, 2024 with histor-
ical data, it is predicted that 
this year we will have a cold-
er and wetter February than 
usual. The average tempera-
ture for Sullivan County in 
February is 22.76 degrees, 
but for this year we can ex-
pect an average temperature 
of just 20 degrees. Total 
precipitation for February 
2024 is projected to be 3.5 
inches, a full 1 inch above 
the average February total. 
Total snowfall for the month 
averages 13.7 inches, but for 
2024 we should expect 14.16 
inches of snow in February.

Of course, a forecast is just 
a forecast, and we can still 
hope that February will not 
be as cold as they say it will 
be, because you never know.

John “the Weatherman” Simon 
writes a regular column on 
weather for The Sentinel. He 
lives in Hurleyville.

Many couples exchange a nice greeting
One that expresses their love

Some will give the other a present
That says “You’re the one I’m thinking of.”

There are couples who plan a date night
But others might decide to stay home

The homebodies decide to pop popcorn
Grab a beverage and turn off their phones

The relax and watch a good movie
Later, talk of the love that they have

Recount the years that they’ve been together
Mixing wonderful times with the bad

This Valentine’s Day make others feel special
Think of someone not your husband or wife

Take note of a good friend or relative
One who has deeply impacted your life

It’s the person with a shoulder to cry on
An ear to listen or arms giving a hug
Receiving a note or a card from you

Will give their heartstrings a warm tug

Happy Valentine’s Day!

- Mimi
  February, 2024

A VALENTINE’S DAY IDEA

SYDA Foundation Donates to 
Fallsburg Central School

Sullivan 180 to Host Upcoming Trainings 
on Vaping Prevention

FALLSBURG – On Jan-
uary 11, the SYDA Foun-
dation donated $4,000 
to the Fallsburg Central 
School District. Gail Fair-
bank Roch, representing the 
SYDA foundation, person-
ally delivered the check to 
Dr. Ivan Katz, Superinten-
dent of Schools

The SYDA Foundation 
has remained a close sup-
porter of the school district 
for many years and has made 
yearly donations to the Fall-
sburg Central School Dis-
trict for decades. The funds 
will go toward supporting 
educational programs.

Dr. Katz, wishes to thank 
the SYDA Foundation for 

LIBERTY – Sullivan 
180 will be holding two 
trainings for individuals to 
become facilitators of the 
evidence-based CATCH 
My Breath Youth Vaping 
Prevention Program. The 
trainings will take place on 
February 16 and March 15 
from 12:30 – 3:30 p.m. at 
the CVI Building in Liber-
ty. Sullivan 180 is seeking 
school staff, youth workers, 
and community volunteers 
who are passionate about 
community health and are 
willing to lead this program 
with young people in school 
and after-school settings, as 
well as community youth 
organizations. 

According to the 
Mid-Hudson Regional 
Community Health Needs 
Assessment, Sullivan 
County suffers from the 
highest rates of smoking 
in the Hudson Valley. The 
average age of a new smok-
er in New York State is 13 
years old. The CATCH My 
Breath pilot study found 

that if implemented as in-
tended, roughly 45% of 
students would NOT try an 
e-cigarette in a given year. 
The overall goal of CATCH 
My Breath is to prevent the 
initiation of e-cigarette use 
among students and is de-
signed to help students:

• Discover that non-use of 
e-cigarettes is the norm for 
adolescents
• Identify reasons why young 
people might start using e-cig-
arettes
• Recognize the subtle, and not 
so subtle, messages in e-ciga-
rette advertising
• Practice skills for resisting 
peer pressure and advertising 
pressure to use e-cigarettes
• Decide on their personal rea-
sons not to use e-cigarettes and 
set goals for future non-use
After completing the 

training, one trainee from 
the Boys & Girls Club rec-
ommended this training 
because “[they] are easy to 
understand and very infor-
mative. It gives [educators] 
a better understanding of 
how the youth may think 
when it comes to vaping.” A 

nurse from Fallsburg Cen-
tral School District wrote: 
“Go to this training! The 
info is important and good 
to know.”

Adults trained will gain 
free access to the com-
plete curriculum to guide 
young people, grades 5 
–12, through the program 
which is known to reduce 
the chances of youth start-
ing a lifelong addiction to 
nicotine. Educators will re-
ceive CTLE’s for complet-
ing this training thanks to 
an agreement with Sullivan 
BOCES. Partnering organi-
zations including Catholic 
Charities and Tobacco Free 
Action Communities Re-
ality Check Program will 
also be on hand to provide 
schools with support and 
additional resources.

Registration for this train-
ing is required by contact-
ing Nicole Blais, Sullivan 
180 Prevention Coordina-
tor, at 845-295-2684 or ni-
cole@sullivan180.org.

live, mingling with the pa-
trons on a one to one basis 
in say, Nashville, is far more 
effective. Plus, that same 
brutal schedule vastly affects 
the performance as I have 
witnessed after they return. 
Their duets are stronger, their 
solos are more dynamic. And 
FAITH debuted some of her 
new material that will be 
released soon. Her unique 
style combined with her un-
bounding energy in her stage 
performance is unparalleled. 
CASWYN, with his more 
low key originals, is a great 
balance. Low key, but just 
as powerful. I strongly sug-
gest getting out to see them 
before they are off again in 
March. They too, are ones to 
see now in a small venue be-
fore you can’t.

On that note, remember I 
said that about THE ELEC-
TRIC CHORDS. New York 
City has discovered them 
with their second booking 
at the iconic THE BITTER 
END.

On the frigid last Friday, I 
ventured out to see SHANE 
RENNISON at the TAN-
GO CAFÉ in Hurleyville. I 
heard him for the first time 
this summer at the HUR-
LEYVILLE MUSIC FES-

TIVAL and I was impressed 
enough to stop and listen. 
Since then, he has released 
his first EP entitled NICE 
TO MEET YOU, which has, 
well, exploded in the buzz on 
the internet. And what does 
that mean? That means it has 
been reviewed by established 
podcasts, etc., put out by re-
spected music critics, and it 
is all good. I don’t think I 
have ever seen so much good 
press on a new performer.

And it’s all valid. In per-
son, SHANE delights with 
a laid back style with music 
with poignant lyrics whether 
it is a cover or an original. 
But don’t be swayed by “laid 
back.” There is a lot of pow-
er behind that music.  And I 
can attest that all of the great 
reviews are justified. Bottom 
line is whatever the song, it 
resonates with the listener. 
Here’s another performer 
that you had better see now 
in the small venues.

Please join me in prayers 
for my friends STEVE and 
ANGEL, who are facing 
some health problems right 
now.

Stay safe, stay well, and 
stay WARM!

Until next time…
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“Messy Church” will be 
held on Saturday, February 
10, on Saturday, March 9 and 
on Saturday, April 13 from 5 
until 6:30 p.m. All children 
taking part in the fun and 
creative activities must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

The volunteers at the 
church are collecting diapers 
for First Way Life and adult 
briefs for the Office of the 
Aging. They’re also gather-
ing t-shirts, jeans and new 
underwear for veterans along 
with hygiene products for 
the homeless. Please contact 
Cookie at 845-428-5871 or 
Goldie at 845-467-1641 for 
more information on the pro-
gram.

Please call Katrina at 845-
436-7942 or Lonnie at 845-
798-4809 for more informa-
tion on services and activities 
at the church. You can also 
get updates at the church’s 
page on Facebook.

THE SULLIVAN 
COUNTY MUSEUM AND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The volunteers at the mu-
seum work on a variety of 
activities including research 
and exhibits.  Anyone inter-
ested in exploring genealogy 
and the history of life in Sul-
livan County can contact the 
museum for information on 
volunteering.

The historical and ge-
nealogical archives at the 

Sullivan County Museum 
are open for exploration on 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. or by appointment.

Guided tours of the muse-
um…behind the scenes and 
regular exhibits…are avail-
able. There is no charge for 
the hour-long tours but reg-
istration is required. Please 
call 845-434-8044 to make a 
reservation.

Sullivan County memora-
bilia and books describing 
the history of Sullivan Coun-
ty are always available at the 
museum gift shop.

The museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open on Tues-
day through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on 
Sunday from 1 to 4:30 p.m. 
Admission is free. Donations 
to meet the increasing cost 
of operating the museum are 
appreciated.

Visit the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and Muse-
um at www.scnyhistory.org 
or on Facebook.

COLUMBIA HILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ALLIANCE (CHNA)

Fallsburg Supervisor, Mi-
chael Bensimon, will join the 
February meeting of CHNA. 
The meeting, open to the 
public, will be on Wednes-
day, February 28 at 7 p.m. 
at the Hurleyville Firehouse, 
166 Main Street.

The members of CHNA 
want to ensure that the Su-
pervisor is aware of the 
community’s concerns with 
high density/non-sustainable 
residential development in 
Fallsburg. Major concerns 
of community residents in-
clude:

• Frightening scope of 
proposed developments
• Dangerous impact on 
water supply… municipal 
and private
• Adverse effect on neigh-
boring wetlands
• Perilous effect on fire-
fighting needs
• Harmful effects of runoff
• Wastewater treatment 
plant discharge
• Wastewater treatment 
plant failure
• Hazards of increased 
traffic
• Loss of community 
character

Visit CHNA at www.co-
lumbiahill.org and on Face-
book to learn how you can 
help to protect your environ-
ment and your community.

PHOTO PROVIDED
FCSD Superintendent Dr. Ivan Katz and Gail Fairbank-Roch 
of the SYDA Foundation.

WHY IS FEBRUARY SO COLD?

their continuous support of 
the district and their gener-
ous donation. 

“The SYDA Foundation 

is a true school communi-
ty partner and has been for 
many years,” Dr. Katz said.



ELDRED – In honor of 
Black History Month, the 
town of Highland will pres-
ent a program by Michael J. 
Worden at 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, February 10 at the Town 
Hall in Eldred about the 1892 
lynching of Robert Lewis in 
Port Jervis.

Mr. Worden’s book on the 
subject, “Lynched by a Mob” 
was released last year.

Robert Lewis was an Afri-
can American who as a long-
time resident and an employee 
of the Delaware House hotel 
was well known to the resi-
dents of Port Jervis. On June 
2, 1892, he was accused of 
sexually assaulting a white 
woman. He was pursued and 
restrained by a mob of angry 
townspeople, dragged through 
the streets of the city, and 

hanged from a tree. No one 
was ever charged in the crime, 
which was largely ignored by 
history until recently.

Mr. Worden, the town of 
Deerpark Historian and a re-
tired Port Jervis police detec-
tive, has thoroughly inves-
tigated the incident as only 
someone with his training 
could, and has presented on it 
often, including a recent pro-
gram at the D&H Canal Mu-
seum in High Falls that was 
televised on CSpan.

The Town of Highland pro-
gram has been organized by 
Town Historian Debra Con-
way. Admission is free. In 
case of postponement due to 
inclement weather, the snow 
date is Saturday, February 24.

G R A H A M S V I L L E - -  
“A Catskill Carnival: My 
Borscht Belt Life: Lived, 
Lost and Loved,” is an illus-
trated talk by author Bart A. 
Charlow on his book by the 
same name, to be held vir-
tually by the Time and the 
Valleys Museum on Sunday, 
February 11, at 2 p.m.

The program is a memoir 
of Bart Charlow’s early years 
growing up at the Irvington 
Hotel in South Fallsburg, 
coming to terms with it, and 
cherishing its life lessons. 
Mr. Charlow describes mem-
ories of his youth, the hotel 
scene, and more. It takes you 
behind the scenes, where life 
was tough, turbulent, and 
alternately warm and hard. 
This is the real Borscht Belt, 
told by a third generation in-
sider with no illusions. Set 
during the Golden Age of 
the Borscht Belt, learn how it 
flourished and faltered, how 
it felt to watch the life you 
knew and your livelihood fall 
apart, and how to pick it all 
up again in new ways. The 
dying embers of a life that 
was never before and will 
never be again.

Admission to this virtu-
al only program is free for 
Museum members, and $5 
for non-members. To join 
the program, please register 
by email at info@timean-
dthevalleysmuseum.org and 
put Borscht Belt Talk in the 
subject line, or call 845 985-
7700. A link will be sent to 
you. Non-members will be 
asked to please first make a 
donation on the Museum’s 

website:  www.timeandthe-
valleysmuseum. org. 

About the speaker: Born 
into the carnival life of a 
Borscht Belt Catskills hotel 
family, Bart A. Charlow, has 
never let the ordinary con-
strain him. From professional 
photography to painting, he 
has always set his creativity 
free, now entering into the 
realm of authorship. His first 
book, “A Catskill Carnival: 
My Borscht Belt Life Lived, 
Lost and Loved,” is a memoir 
of his early years in a unique 
setting, coming to terms with 
it and cherishing its life les-
sons. 

Retiring from over 50 years 

as a career CEO, a Licensed 
Family Therapist, and an ed-
ucator, today Mr. Charlow 
shares the wisdom gained by 
acting as a coach and men-
tor to nonprofit executives. 
His background is broad 
and deep. Originally trained 
in the sciences, he switched 
majors to Anthropology, later 
attaining a Masters Degree in 
Counseling. 

He has been a favored 
speaker on TV, radio and 
in print media for decades. 
Among honors he holds is the 
Jefferson Award for his com-
munity leadership and ser-
vice. For pleasure, he pursues 
plein air painting and leads 

a group of artists regularly. 
He lives in the San Francis-
co Bay Area with his wife, 
grown children and grand-
children. 

About the Time and the 
Valleys Museum: Connect-
ing Water People and the 
Catskills, the Museum is 
open Saturday and Sunday, 
noon to 4 p.m., Memorial 
Day through September and 
from October to May by ap-
pointment and during pro-
grams. Located at 332 Main 
Street in Grahamsville (St. 
Rt. 55), admission for adults 
is a suggested donation of 
$5, children under 16 $2, and 
children under six are free.
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SOUTH FALLSBURG — 
The Fallsburg Town Board 
held its reorganizational 
meeting on January 8, wel-
coming a new Supervisor 
and two new Councilmen.

Fallsburg Town Justice 
Robert Scheinman was on 
hand to swear in the office-
holders, and Sullivan Coun-
ty Legislators Joe Perrello 
and Amanda Ward, both of 
whom represent legislative 
districts that include parts of 
the Town of Fallsburg, also 
attended, as did Town Clerk 
Paul Grogan.

Michael Bensimon, elect-
ed Supervisor by a large mar-
gin over incumbent Kathy 

Rappaport in November, 
presided over his first meet-
ing. The new Town Board 
members are Jeff Weiner and 
Nathan Steingart. Mr. Ste-
ingart has previously served 
on the Town Board. The two 
newcomers join incumbent 
Board members Sean Wall-
Carty and Miranda Behan.

Mr. Bensimon has a 
background in finance and 
government, and ran on a 
platform of upgrading infra-
structure in the town, in par-
ticular water and sewer, and 
“streamlining regulations to 
support entrepreneurship and 
bring new businesses” to the 
town.

“Ensuring we have reliable 
water and sewer systems, ad-

dressing traffic congestion, 
and enhancing emergency 
communications are crucial,” 
he told the Sentinel during 
the campaign. “We must also 
focus on protecting our natu-
ral resources and rural char-
acter while accommodating 
sustainable growth.”

The Town Board has an-
nounced that future meetings 
will be held on Tuesdays at 
the Senior/Youth Center at 
12 Laurel Avenue in South 
Fallsburg. Following a leg-
islative meeting on Tuesday, 
February 6, there are Town 
Board work sessions sched-
uled for February 13 and 
February 27. Both work ses-
sions will be held at the Se-
nior/Youth Center at 6 p.m.

COUNTY TREASURER’S 
OFFICE WINS AWARD

MONTICELLO – For the 
33rd consecutive time, the 
Sullivan County Treasurer’s 
Office has been accorded the 
Financial Reporting Achieve-
ment Award from the Govern-
ment Finance Officers Asso-
ciation (GFOA). The County 
also received a Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence 
in Financial Reporting from 
the GFOA.

The award was given after 
an impartial panel of judg-
es determined the County’s 
2022 Annual Comprehensive 
Financial Report (ACFR) 
met GFOA’s high standards, 
including demonstrating a 
constructive “spirit of full dis-
closure” in communicating fi-
nancial details and motivating 
people to read it. The report 
can be found at https://sulli-
vanny.us/Departments/Man-

agementandbudget/Audits. 
“News of this award brings 

much excitement to my office 
every year. We very much 
appreciate the recognition 
for the significant amount of 
daily work that County staff 
– particularly Senior Fiscal 
Administrator Shannan Arm-
brust – are required to per-
form,” said County Treasurer 
Nancy Buck. “I am deeply 
grateful for my entire team, 
not only for the diligence in 
which they carry out their 
duties, but for the way they 
conduct themselves every day 
with the public they serve.”

The GFOA is a national 
nonprofit association serving 
approximately 17,500 gov-
ernment finance profession-
als, with offices in Chicago 
and Washington, DC.

book ‘provokes and instills 
a calm.’ When people and 
societies enter into a state of 
shock, they lose their iden-
tities and their footing, he 
observed. ‘Hence, calm is a 
form of resistance.’”  

“Calm is a form of resis-
tance.” Now, those are the 
words I will carry with me 
into this new year – not quite 
a resolution or command, 
but a simply stated observa-
tion with coiled power at its 
heart.

The opposite of calm is: 
agitated, distracted, unset-
tled. These are the feelings 
that underlie all those “trep-
idation” pieces I’d been 
reading. Intensify those feel-
ings, intensify agitation and 
distraction enough, and you 
are unable to get a handle on 
what’s happening; you lose 
your footing, as Berger said 
– you become unmoored. 

Calm is a form of resis-
tance to all the forces that 
want you to be unmoored, 
that find advantage in pro-
voking states of agitation 
and distraction in the public 
at large (one such advan-
tage: it makes people more 
pliable and manipulable). 
George Orwell said about 
“Newspeak,” the language 

of governance in his nov-
el “1984,” that it was “de-
signed to diminish the range 
of thought.” But the public 
speech of our time, and the 
algorithms by which it is 
propagated and circulates 
through the body politic, 
seems designed to disable 
the very faculty of thought 
itself. 

Klein and Berger are each 
clear about what they mean 
by calm. “It’s important to 
distinguish between numb-
ness and calmness,” cautions 
Klein. Calm is not about 
turning away, averting one’s 
glance, or withdrawing into 
a state of quiescence. It is 
about clear perception, see-
ing what’s in front of one’s 
nose, making connections, 
deepening comprehension. 
It arises from active engage-
ment, not from passivity. It 
can co-exist with outrage 
and passion, and not be 
eclipsed by them.

Calm is a form of resis-
tance to the destabilizing 
effects of living in a state 
of reaction – upset, anger, 
fear – that is renewed on a 
daily basis. A condition of 
hyper-reactivity is induced 
by constant exposure to so-
cial media, that “sea of non 

Out Divine
Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin
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Posing at the Fallsburg reorganizational meeting in January were (left to right): Council-
men Jeff Weiner and Nathan Steingart, Sullivan County Legislator Joe Perrello, Supervi-
sor Michael Bensimon, Councilwoman Miranda Behan, Town Clerk Paula Grogan, Sullivan 
County Legislator Amanda Ward, and Councilman Sean Wall-Carty.

FALLSBURG TOWN BOARD REORGANIZES
MEETINGS MOVED TO YOUTH & SENIOR CENTER

TOWN OF HIGHLAND HOSTS PROGRAM
Telling the Story of an 1892 Lynching in Port Jervis

TIME AND THE VALLEYS HOSTS VIRTUAL TALK
A Catskill Carnival: My Borscht Belt Life: Lived, Lost and Loved

THE HEALTHIEST FIRE DEPARTMENT
This Year’s Competition Heating Up

LIBERTY-- With the suc-
cess of the 2023 Healthiest 
Fire Department Challenge, 
and based on participant 
feedback, the 2024 Health-
iest Fire Department Chal-
lenge launched on January 1, 
2024. This year, 20 of Sulli-
van County’s Volunteer Fire 
Departments have joined, 
and in just three short weeks, 
have completed almost 200 
healthy activities!

The challenge calls atten-
tion to the mental and phys-
ical health of our firefighters. 
From the moment the tones 
drop, a firefighter’s heart rate 
increases 47 beats per min-
ute. Firefighting is physically 
and emotionally demanding. 
More than half of all firefight-
ers have elevated blood pres-
sure, are obese and pre-di-
abetic. 90% or more have 
poor diet or exercise habits, 
additionally, suffering from 
heart disease, PTSD and lead 
in suicide more than any oth-
er first responder. Firefighters 

are consistently managing 
the balance between family, 
work and serving their com-
munity. Absorbing the trau-
ma of each call has impacts 
that are not always visible or 
obvious.

“This challenge began last 
year, providing great oppor-
tunities for our firefighters to 
participate in some healthy 
fun, healthful, creative meals, 
and thinking outside the box 
challenges.” Sullivan County 
Fire Coordinator John Haus-
child said. “This is anoth-
er opportunity to honor our 
brave firefighters of Sullivan 
County for their commitment 
and hard work they have 
completed during the chal-
lenge to remain healthy.”

This year’s participating 
fire departments include 
Bloomingburg, Grahams-
ville, Highland Lake, Hor-
tonville, Hurleyville, Jeffer-
sonville, Kauneonga Lake, 
Lake Huntington, Living-
ston Manor, Loch Sheldrake, 

Lumberland, Monticello, 
Narrowsburg, Rock Hill, 
Roscoe-Rockland, Small-
wood-Mongaup Valley, 
White Lake, Woodridge, 
Wurtsboro, and Youngsville.

To make this challenge fun 
and competitive, departments 
receive credit in the form of 
“turtle points” for each health 
focused activity they com-
plete. The department that 
earns the most turtles will 
be eligible for grant funding 
through Sullivan 180 and its 
partners. The grant level is 
based on the final points com-
pleted by September 1, 2024. 
The two departments that 
earn the most turtle points 
will be eligible for amounts 
of $15,000 and $10,000, re-
spectively. Additional grants 
will be awarded based on a 
tiered point system. Winners 
will be announced at the Sul-
livan County Volunteer Fire-
fighters Parade in Livingston 
Manor on September 7, 2024.

During last year’s chal-

lenge, departments chose 
better food options, increased 
physical activity, and recog-
nized the sense of comradery 
that returned to their houses 
and between departments 
(with a little competition, as 
well). Grahamsville Fire was 
named the Healthiest Fire 
Department and awarded a 
well-deserved grant in the 
amount of $15,000. Jeffer-
sonville Fire was awarded 
a $10,000 grant, coming in 
second. To follow the chal-
lenge and its participating de-
partments, visit Sullivan180.
org.

Sullivan 180 is working to 
build a healthy community, 
one degree at a time, through 
people, places and poli-
cy with support from Bold 
Gold Media Group, Manor 
Ink, The River Reporter, The 
Sullivan County Democrat 
and WJFF Radio Catskill. 
Learn more at  Sullivan180.
org  or  Facebook.com/Sulli-
van180inc.

I’ve noticed the same 
words cropping up again 
and again in articles about 
the prospects for the year 
ahead. One of them is 
“trepidation.” Another is 
“unprecedented.” Then 
there are multiple vari-
ations on the themes of 
“gloomy, daunting, and 
fraught.” 

I’ve felt these things, too. 
It makes adopting a resolu-
tion for the new year chal-
lenging; it certainly takes 
the wind out of the sails of 
aspirational uplift, those 
rosy mottos we like to draw 
on for support in the face 
of uncharted territory. Ev-
ery new year is uncharted 
territory, of course, but the 
extent of 2024’s is off the 
charts. The start of a pres-
idential election year folds 
quadrennial concerns into 
the mix of perennial ones: 
global warming, spreading 
wars, the ever-evolving 
COVID virus.

Deep into January I was 
still irresolute. Then I read 
the following passage in 
Naomi Klein’s “Doppel-
ganger” (an indispens-
able book), in which she 
recounts sending a copy of 
one of her previous books 
to English writer and activ-
ist John Berger:

“Many people have said 
they found the book en-
raging, but his response 
was very different. He 
wrote that, for him, the 

sequiturs,” Klein calls it, 
a sea that sweeps one up 
and pulls one down; it’s 
induced by the threat of vi-
olence in the land, and by 
violent rhetoric that suck-
er-punches your adrenals 
and sends cortisol surging 
through your system. 

The opposite of living 
in reaction is reflection, 
“the methodical work of 
mapping the moment and 
ordering the inundation of 
information that we are all 
in,” as Klein defines and 
exemplifies it in “Doppel-
ganger.” Such methodical 
work is the product of re-
flection, and calm is a pre-
requisite for the work of 
reflection. 

At a time when losing 
one’s footing, a sensation 
of a vertiginous slippage, is 
a daily experience, a mere 
headline-scan away, it is 
good to invoke the power 
of reflection, a precious 
human endowment. That 
power can be blunted or 
enhanced; it cannot be tak-
en away. Cultivating that 
capacity in the year ahead 
will likely be not just a 
form of resistance, but a 
matter of survival.

Jonathan Shimkin, writer 
and editor, may be con-
tacted at jonathanshim-
kin@gmail.com, or via his 
website: jonathanshim-
kin.weebly.com.
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A popular postcard showing the Irvington Hotel in South Fallsburg.



FALLSBURG – On Jan-
uary 18, the Fallsburg Cen-
tral School District pre-
sented 61 students with the 
PBIS (Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports) 
Student-On-A-Roll Award. 
This award recognizes stu-
dents who have made signif-
icant strides academically 
and behaviorally. Students 
are nominated by teachers 
who have observed their 
growth in the past marking 
period.

The following Student-
On-A-Roll recipients are: 
Celeste Aguilar Calderon, 
Holman Bacca Bonilla, 
Diego Balcazar Lavin, Sal-
adin Basic, Andrew Bensi-
mon, Xzander Berrios, Sar-
ah Blume, Monica Brown, 
Mario, Cadena Romero, 
Ayden Carpenito, Nehemi-
ah Damon, Surey Delgado, 
Maddelynn DeMondo-Ger-
nant, Deysi Diaz Hernan-
dez, Niylah J Emptage, 
Luis Fajardo Molina, Em-
mabella Ferreira, Brayan 
Pavon Flores, Daniel Fon-
tane, Demetrius Fontane, 

Natalie Fuentes Blandon, 
Fatoumata Gai, Isabella 
Gonzalez, Jancarlos Guar-
dado, Daniella Gutierrez 
Aleman, Amanda Gutier-
rez Rodriguez, Leeland J 
Hadden, William Hamilton, 
Mikayla Harrington, Myka-
la Hines, Jefferson Jami 
Cocha, Senaida Jeronomo 
Sanchez, Jozyr McNeil, 
Katherine I Juarez Cadena, 

Zoey Ketcham, Emmett 
Kleingardner, Dalila Kol-
jenovic, Azon Laurel, Cessy 
Lezama Rodriguez, Tiffany 
Maccagli, Stefan Mapes, 
Douglas Medina Carcamo, 
Emy Sierra Mejia, Heysel 
Mejia Corcio, Dayana Mu-
rillo Madrid, Danielle Ol-
sen, Brayan Pavon Flores, 
Justin Peralta Rosa, Easton 
D. Pugh, Selina Rodriguez, 

Jeybi L Rodriguez Cana-
les, Keily Rosales Charuc, 
Swarly Salguero Palacios, 
Axel Salinas Mejia, Mari-
lyn Santos, Tracy Severino 
Paredes, Conner Torres, 
Naroline Umanzor Reyes, 
Marisol Vasquez Nunez, Si-
erra Velazquez, and Mabe-
lin Videz Zacarias.

operetta, as it was produced 
at the Metropolitan Opera 
House in New York City, 
only in miniature style.

Last Wednesday, the Hur-
leyville basketball team 
beat the Fallsburg team with 
a final score of 16-15. At 
the end of the first half, the 
score was 11-3 in favor of 
the Fallsburg boys, but the 
second half showed speed 
and rapid progress on the 
part of our team. Thursday 
evening, Hurleyville will 
meet Woodridge at the Wo-
odridge school. The boys 
are making preparations 
and have been practicing 
hard for the Jeffersonville 
game this Tuesday evening 
at the Hurleyville school.

News and Personal Notes 
About Town

Shirley Todras returned 
home this week after a visit 
with relatives in New York. 
Her small nephew, Harold 
Halsby, returned with her 
for a vacation.

Misses Gail and Pearl 
Jacobson and brother Perk 
spent Sunday with relatives 
in New York.

Burton Knapp, after a 
month’s sojourn in Miami, 
Fla. With his parents, has 
returned to Hurleyville.

Mrs. Maxwell Pierce, 
principal of a school at 
Glenhead, L.I., visited 
relatives in Liberty over 
the weekend, and spent 
Wednesday here with Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Durland. 
Mrs. Pierce, the former 
Grace Evans DeKay, is well 
known in this region.

February 26, 1937
Week-end Business Good, 
Hotel Managers Report

Hotels and boarding 
houses throughout the 
County reported unusual-
ly goo patronage for the 
Washington’s Birthday 
week-end. In spite of bad 

weather, hundreds came 
into the County by rail, bus 
and private car. Sunday’s 
heavy rains ruined skating 
and kept a majority of the 
visitors indoors during the 
entire stay. Hotelmen re-
ported there had not been 
a comparable mid-winter 
week-end crowd during the 
recovery period.

Rain Damages Roads

Supervisors who visited 
the Courthouse Tuesday re-
ported damage to town and 
county roads from mud-
slides and washouts as a re-
sult of the heavy rains over 
the week-end was almost 
as extensive as the usual 
spring damage.

Hurleyville School Notes

On Tuesday evening, the 
Jeffersonville basketball 
team met our varsity to play 
a very interesting and very 
close game. At the end of 
the first half, Hurleyville 
was in a five point lead and 
still were in that position at 
the close of the third quar-
ter. The final quarter saw 
some well-directed long 
distance shots on the Jef-
fersonville team and with 
the aid of a few free throws, 
tied the score at 14-all. The 
game ended in a draw, so 
an overtime period was 
played. In this last heat, the 
Jeffersonians won the game 
by three points. Fine play-
ing and good sportsman-
ship was displayed by both 
teams.

February 2018
Healthcare Number One

For the first time ever in 
this country there are more 
people employed in health-
care than in any other sector 
of the economy. In this case, 
Sullivan County is consid-
erably ahead of the curve, 
as that milestone occurred 
here in 2012. And health-
care became the number 
one employer in New York 
State five years before that. 

“In 2000, there were 
7 million more workers 
in manufacturing than in 
health care. At the begin-
ning of the Great Reces-
sion, there were 2.4 million 
more workers in retail than 
health care. In 2017, health 
care surpassed both,” Der-
ek Thompson writes in a 
recent article in The Atlan-
tic entitled “Healthcare Just 
Became the U.S.’s Largest 
Employer,” citing statistics 
from the U.S. Bureau of La-
bor Statistics.

LIVINGSTON MAN-
OR -- Catskill Art Space is 
pleased to announce a mul-
timedia evening of con-
temporary performance  in 
celebration of Black His-
tory Month at Catskill Art 
Space, 48 Main Street, 
Livingston Manor, kicking 
off President’s Day Week-
end on Saturday, February 
17. The evening will be-
gin with  “African/Ameri-
can Composers, Then and 
Now,” a lecture and perfor-
mance presented by Thur-
man Barker, from 4 – 5 
p.m., followed by screening 
of DJ Spooky’s multimedia 
film remix,  “Rebirth of a 
Nation,” from 5:30 – 6:45 
p.m. Both events take place 
in CAS’s second floor River 
Gallery. Mr. Barker and Paul 
D. Miller, a/k/a DJ Spooky, 
will be in attendance for au-
dience questions and talk-
back. The two performance 
events offer opportunities 
to reflect on the important 
artistic contributions of 
Black artists, while examin-
ing historic and present-day 
narratives around race and 
power in America.

Thurman Barker’s presen-
tation and performance  in-
vites audiences to examine 
the impact of Black Jazz 
composers on composition-
al music today. The narra-
tive intertwines historical 
context with Mr. Barker’s 
own orchestral composi-
tions, drawing on his expe-
rience writing for chamber 
orchestra and work with 
orchestras in Chicago and 
New York. The presentation 
includes live performance 
from the dynamic percus-
sionist himself of selections 
from Mr. Barker’s trio’s lat-
est release, “IMPACT!”

Paul D. Miller, a/k/a DJ 
Spooky’s  “Rebirth of a 
Nation”  reinterprets D.W. 
Griffith’s infamously racist 
silent film, “The Birth of a 
Nation,” to create a com-
mentary  on exploitation 
and political corruption 
in America’s history and 
present-day society. Mr. 
Miller writes, “We live in 
an age where media across 
all platforms has come to 
reflect the toxic sensibili-
ty of an era dominated by 
a hyper-partisan political 
discourse. ‘The Birth of a 
Nation’ is generally consid-

ered one of the most con-
troversial films of all time, 
and could be considered a 
precursor to the media land-
scape of our time.” 

Mr. Miller’s remix proj-
ect encapsulates a new 
approach to thinking 
about applying the con-
cept of “remix” to cine-
ma—where “the director is 
the DJ.”  With an original 
soundtrack scored by DJ 
Spooky and performed by 
the Kronos Quartet, this 
multimedia film event pro-
vokes audiences to question 
the power structures prop-
agating media of yesterday 
and today.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Thurman Barker  is a celebrated 

percussionist who built his career on 
innovation. As a professional musi-
cian, composer, and college profes-
sor, he brings endless passion and 
decades of experience together to 
entertain, educate, and expand the 
horizons of his art. Since creating 
Uptee Records in the early 80s, Mr. 
Barker has previously released six 
recordings as a leader. In 2016, Mr. 
Barker began writing for Chamber 
Orchestra. His wealth of knowledge 
was built through his association with 
countless incredible collaborators. 
Most notable musical experiences 
have been with the Association for 
the Advancement of Creative Mu-
sicians (AACM). As a charter mem-
ber of the group, Mr. Barker first 
appeared in AACM productions with 
Joseph Jarman’s pioneering ensem-
bles. He then went on to record and 
play with many members, including 
Dr. Muhal Richard Abrams, Amina 
Claudine Meyers, Anthony Braxton, 

Leroy Jenkins, Roscoe Mitchell, and 
Henry Threadgill. After moving to 
New York in the late 70s, Mr. Barker 
worked and recorded with Sam Riv-
ers and Cecil Taylor. Thurman Bark-
er became a Professor Emeritus of 
Bard College in Music/Jazz Studies 
in June 2021. He is a recipient of a 
2022 NYSCA award for composition 
as well as numerous Meet the Com-
poser grants.

Paul D. Miller, aka DJ Spooky, is 
currently Artist in Residence at Yale 
University Center for Collaborative 
Arts and Media (2023-2024, extend-
ed). He is a composer, multimedia 
artist, and writer whose work engag-
es audiences in a blend of genres, 
global culture, and environmental 
and social issues. Mr. Miller has col-
laborated with an array of recording 
artists, including Ryuichi Sakamoto, 
Metallica, Chuck D from Public En-
emy, Steve Reich, and Yoko Ono 
amongst many others. His 2018 al-
bum, DJ Spooky Presents: Phantom 
Dancehall, debuted at #3 on Billboard 
Reggae. Mr. Miller currently lives and 
works in Roscoe, NY.

ABOUT CATSKILL ART SPACE
Catskill Art Space (CAS) explores 

contemporary art practices of emerg-
ing and established artists. Through 
exhibitions, performances, class-
es, lectures, and screenings, CAS 
fosters creative community in the 
Catskills.

Established as Catskill Art Society 
in 1971, CAS reopened in October 
2022 as Catskill Art Space following a 
major renovation and expansion of its 
multi-arts center, located in the pictur-
esque hamlet of Livingston Manor in 
the Western Catskills. CAS presents 
a rotating slate of exhibitions, perfor-
mances and other events featuring 
national and regional talents, along-
side long-term installations of works 
by James Turrell, Sol LeWitt, Francis 
Cape, and Ellen Brooks. Learn more 
at catskillartspace.org.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 
calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

From the Firehouse

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those that do. We even 
supply all the gear and 
provide all of the training 
needed, for free. Stop by 
any Monday night and find 
out how you can help.

We have picked up a new 
firefighter this year already. 
Welcome aboard Cristobal 
Isler Biaz.

Fire stats are in for 2023. 
Overall fire calls for Sul-
livan County were down 
300 calls from 2022. There 
were 6,406 total calls dis-
patched in 2023. Activated 
alarms in 2022 were 1,587 
and for 2024 there were 
1,537, brush fires in 2022 
were 117 and in 2023 98, 
there were 325 structure 
fires in 2022 and 321 in 
2023, drownings/water res-
cues 22 in 2022 and 15 in 
2023. other types of rescues 
calls in 2022 there were 35 
and in 2023 there were 50, 
dispatches to motor vehicle 
accidents (MVA) in 2022 
were 780 and in 2023 there 
were 743 and there were 
487calls in 2022 for trees 
& wires down and in 2023 
there were 497.

In 2023 there were 
85 Line of Duty Deaths 
(LODD) in the fire service 
nationwide. This is down 
from 101 in 2022 and 139 
for 2021. There is as of Jan-
uary one LODD. Remem-
ber here in Sullivan County 
we ae all Professional Vol-
unteer Firefighters.

We have had some snow 
in the last few weeks and I 
would like to remind those 
plowing please do not plow 
snow up against a fire hy-
drant.

The weather has been a 
mixed bag of unceasingly 
warm, then freezing, rain, 
snow, sleet and whatever 
Mother Nature throws at 
us. Are you ready for the 
next storm emergency?  
Will you be OK without 
power for a couple of days? 

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment in cooperation 
with the Town of Fallsburg 
Youth Commission will be 
holding their 36th Annual 

Ice Fishing Contest, Satur-
day, February 10th, 2024. 
The contest will take place 
on Morningside Lake, 614 
Brickman Road in Hur-
leyville from 7:00 AM - 
3:00 PM. Registration will 
take place the day of the 
contest at the lake. Regis-
tration is $5.00 for adults 
and free for those 15 and 
under.

As I write this article, in 
the third week in January 
there is enough ice for fish-
ing, but we will need more 
for the contest. You can 
check my Facebook page 
for updates. J.W. Halchak

Refreshments and bait 
will be available. We will 
also drill holes for you if 
needed.

There will be an adult 
and youth division with 
trophies for first, second 
and third in the following 
categories: PERCH, PAN 
FISH, BULLHEAD, AND 
PICKEREL. All fish must 
be legally caught and of le-
gal size.

There is also a special 
Firemen’s Contest. The 
RICH FARQUHAR ME-
MORIAL CHIEF’S CUP 
goes to the top firemen’s 
fishing team. A team can 
be one, ten or as many 
that show up. All team 
members MUST belong to 
the same fire department. 
There is a first, second and 
third place team trophy in 
the fireman’s contest. I am 
sure past champions Small-
wood Mongaup Valley, 
Monticello, Neversink and 
the Loch Sheldrake Fire 
Departments will be there 
in full force to try and win 
it again.

This contest has pro-
duced some real big fish 
in the past years. As in the 
past, a good time is had by 
all. For more information 
please contact:

J.W. Halchak (845) 436-
5418 or George Price (845) 
434-3475 or on Facebook 
J.W. Halchak

Visit us at www.hur-
leyvilleny.com to see pic-
tures of previous contests.

BE Safe Out There. Use 
Common Sense.

February 19, 1937
Airport for Sullivan is 

Otto Hillig’s Plea

Assemblyman Otto Hil-
lig appeared before the 
Sullivan County board of 
Supervisors to urge prog-
ress on the proposed Sul-
livan County Airport. 
Pointing out that there is 
now no field in the county 
large enough any but small 
planes, Mr. Hillig said he 
thought a large port would 
benefit the territory in many 
ways and probably would 
be the means of increasing 
its visitors.

He said he, as a member 
of the aviation committee 
of the Assembly, would 
aid the county in any way 
possible. The landing field, 
however, is purely a coun-
ty project under WPA. The 
federal government has ap-
proved the field, and WPA 
funds were reportedly set 
aside for it some time ago. 
Up to now, board members 
have complained that there 
is not enough labor avail-
able in the county to pro-
ceed with the project. It is 
understood that about 100 
laborers would be required. 
A recent report on unem-
ployment figures indicated 
there were between 150 and 
200 men unemployed.

Hurleyville School Notes

The Senior operetta, enti-
tled “Hansel and Gretel” is 
ready to be resented tonight, 
Friday, February 19, This 
affair is to be a very suc-
cessful one as a large crowd 
is expected. The scenery for 
the play was cleverly con-
structed and painted by our 
very competent artist, Mrs. 
LaBagh. Mrs. Wood, who is 
in charge of the costumes, 
has done a remarkable job 
in this line. The musical 
selections, under the di-
rection of Miss Horne, are 
beautifully sung, with the 
sweet voices of the children 
blending with the mature 
voices of the older children.

The story of Hansel and 
Gretel is illustrated perfect-
ly and beautifully in this 

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
Otto Hillig

CAS Celebrates Black History Month
Thurman Barker and Paul D. Miller a/k/a DJ Spooky

PHOTO PROVIDED
Student-On-A-Roll recipients left to right) Amanda Gutierrez Rodriguez, Holman Bacca 
Bonilla, and Emmett Kleingardner, with Fallsburg JSHS principal, Shana Bruestle.

Fallsburg CSD Celebrates Students-On-A-Roll Recipients

PHOTO PROVIDED
Thurman Barker
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OVERTHROW An Original Short Story by Jack Robbin

I had a feeling on that 
Monday morning in Sep-
tember of 1939 that the 
hotel fire I was called in to 
investigate was something 
more than just a random ac-
cident, but at the time I had 
absolutely no idea the ad-
venture it would soon lead 
me on.

In my more than seven 
years as Fallsburg Town 
Constable, I had encoun-
tered many different types of 
crimes and almost as many 
different types of criminals, 
but the case that began to 
unfold that morning stands 
in a class by itself.

My phone rang shortly 
after seven o’clock, just 
as Irene and I were sitting 
down to breakfast. I was 
closest to the phone and 
picked it up on the second 
ring. It was my old friend 
Jay Lass, a Sullivan County 
Deputy Sheriff.

“I hope you’ve had your 
breakfast already,” he said 
after we had exchanged per-
functory greetings. “Har-
ry wants you to meet us at 
Lasky’s Lodge. We’ll be 
there in about 20 minutes.”

“Okay,” I answered, look-
ing for a little more infor-
mation. “Can you tell me 
what it’s about?”

“I would, but I’m not 
entirely sure myself,” Jay 
replied. “There was a fire 
there overnight, and old 
man Lasky seems to think 
it’s something we’re going 

to want to take a look at.”
I agreed to meet Jay and 

his boss, Sullivan County 
Sheriff Harry Borden, at 
Lasky’s Lodge, and hung up 
the phone. Since the old ho-
tel was just five minutes or 
so from my house by car, I 
sat back down to finish my 
breakfast, engaging Irene in 
small talk until it was time 
to leave.

“I’d better get going,” I 
told her as I grabbed my car 
keys off the counter. “You 
know Borden doesn’t like to 
be kept waiting.”

She smiled and nodded.
I pulled up to the main 

house at the Lasky Lodge 
before Borden and Lass 
arrived, got out of the car 
and surveyed the area. The 
hotel was small by current 
Sullivan County standards, 
and the main building was 
a three-and-a-half story 
wood-framed structure, 
dating back to about 1890, 
and renovated several times 
since. One of those efforts 
had involved a stucco fin-
ish and the addition of a 
few flourishes designed to 
evoke the then-trendy Mis-
sion style architecture that 
had since gone out of fash-
ion. I knew there were sev-
eral other buildings on the 
grounds, including a couple 
of houses, one of which had 
been built by Samuel Lasky 
shortly after he bought the 
place about 20 years before. 
Some workers lived in the 

other home. There was also 
an annex building, contain-
ing about 20 guest rooms 
that had been built about the 
same time as the residences, 
and a casino, constructed 
more recently. 

There was no sign of any-
thing amiss outside the main 
house, but I could smell 
smoke, which I determined 
came from around back. 
Just as I took a few steps 
to investigate, the Sheriff’s 
car pulled up with Jay at the 
wheel. Borden was seated 
in the back. Jay got out and 
opened the door for him and 
he climbed out, looking a 
bit childlike standing next 
to Jay’s six-foot-two inch 
frame.

Harry Broden looked 
more like a politician than 
a law enforcement offi-
cial. He wore glasses and 
his thinning hair was close 
cropped. He was dressed in 
a sharply pressed dark grey 
suit, crisp white shirt and a 
light grey tie with a subtle 
red stripe running through 
it. His black shoes were 
freshly shined. He had been 
elected to a second three-
year term the previous No-
vember, becoming the first 
Sullivan County Sheriff to 
succeed himself, thanks to 
a change in the New York 
State law. 

I watched while he stood 
there silently, sniffing the 
air. Then he nodded to Jay 
and the two men walked to-

ward me, Borden in front, 
and Jay two steps behind 
him.

“Kelly, I think you get 
taller every time I see you,” 
Borden said smirking, ex-
tending his hand, which 
surprised me. “Thanks for 
meeting us.”

“Of course,” I said, shak-
ing his hand perfunctorily. 
“I take it this is about the 
fire I can smell, but there 
must be more to the story?”

Borden shrugged, and 
looked back at Jay.

“Tell him what we know, 
Jay.”

“Not much really, Bronco. 

Lasky called this morning, 
told me he had discovered 
the fire late last night, put it 
out himself, and said he was 
sure it wasn’t an accident. 
He asked me to come out 
and have a look. I thought 
we’d better have you come 
along.”

The three of us started 
walking around the side of 
the main house toward the 
back, and just as the charred 
remains of a small build-
ing came into view, so did 
a large older man with a 
stubble of a black and grey 
beard.

“Gentlemen,” he said in 

a deep gravelly voice as we 
approached. “Thank you for 
coming. I have something 
to show you I think you will 
find very interesting.”

“You’re Lasky?” Borden 
asked.

“Yes, my apologies,” 
the man said. “I’m Samuel 
Lasky. Constable Kelly and 
Deputy Lass I know, but I 
don’t believe we have ever 
met.”

“Sheriff Borden.” 
“Of course. I should have 

recognized you. I voted for 
you twice.”

“Hopefully not in the 
same election,” Jay said, 

chuckling. Borden shot him 
a glance.

“So what do you want to 
show us?” I asked Lasky. 
“Something to do with the 
fire?”

‘Yes, to do with the fire. 
Bobby, one of my workers, 
lives in that house… well, 
he did, until last night. We 
were working late, drain-
ing the pipes in the cellar 
of the main building here, 
trying to get finished before 
the cold weather, when we 
heard an explosion. An ex-
plosion. Like nothing I have 
ever heard. We came run-
ning out, and the house was 
burning, already beyond 
saving.”

“Okay, so maybe there 
was gasoline or coal oil in 
the house that ignited some-
how?” I asked.

“It was not that kind of ex-
plosion,” Lasky said, obvi-
ously annoyed. “It was like 
nothing I have ever heard.”

He started to walk toward 
the smoldering ruins of the 
house.

“Bobby and I worked for 
hours to get the fire out,” 
he continued. “We couldn’t 
even sound an alarm be-
cause we were afraid one of 
the other buildings would 
catch. Bobby just now went 
to get cleaned up. As you 
can see, I haven’t even been 
to bed yet.”

“So what is it you want 
to show us?” Borden asked 
once we had reached what 

had been the house.
“Over here,” Lasky said, 

walking beyond the embers 
to a grassy area and a clump 
of trees that showed signs of 
being singed by the blaze.

“There are tire tracks here 
in the ground, where there 
shouldn’t be, and a bunch 
of these,” he said, bending 
down and picking up some-
thing small he held up to 
show us.

“What is that?” Borden 
asked.

“A match. There are a few 
of them here on the ground, 
all used.”

“So you think someone 
drove in here and intention-
ally started the fire?” Bor-
den asked.

“I think someone bombed 
the place.” Lasky answered.

Welcome to the start of 
another Bronco Kelly ad-
venture by local author 
Jack Robbin. Bronco Kelly 
is a fictional character, but 
many of his adventures are 
based on actual historical 
events. The Lasky Lodge 
and Samuel Lasky are 
also fictional, but Sheriff 
Harry Borden and Deputy 
Jay Lass are real life his-
torical figures, although 
no representation is made 
as to the accuracy of their 
characterizations in the 
story. Watch for Part II of 
Overthrow in the March 
edition of The Hurleyville 
Sentinel.

Radio Catskill Helping Build a Statewide NetworkSTUDENT DAYS AT FORT DELAWARE
2024 Schedule Announced LIBERTY— A dozen 

public media newsrooms 
across New York state have 
joined forces to form the 
New York Public News Net-
work (NYPNN). 

Radio Catskill is now 
part of a stronger team to 
enhance collaboration and 
information sharing. By 
coordinating editorial plan-
ning and sharing digital, 
audio, and video stories, the 
NYPNN aims to offer deep-
er, more relevant coverage, 
reduce overlap, and feature 
the broadest possible range 
of diverse voices that make 
the Empire State special and 
unique.

“Joining NYPNN trans-
forms our journalism cov-
erage for our listeners,” 
said Tim Bruno, General 
Manager of Radio Catskill. 
“As part of this statewide 
network, we’re able to con-
nect our communities to the 
unique issues, perspectives, 
and ideas that influence our 
lives and that broaden our 
understanding.” 

The following public me-
dia stations are part of this 
initiative:

WAER, Syracuse
WAMC, Albany
WBFO, Buffalo
WJFF (Radio Catskill), 
Liberty
WMHT, Albany
WNYC, New York City
WRVO, Oswego
WSHU, Connecticut/
Long Island
WSKG, Vestal
WSLU (North Country 

Public Radio), Canton
WLIW, Long Island
WXXI, Rochester
The stations understand 

the significance of collab-
oration and sharing among 
its member newsrooms to 
maximize reporting effi-
ciency and provide New 
Yorkers with a comprehen-
sive understanding of ma-
jor stories across the state, 
from climate change to po-
licing, health care and gun 
rights. The effort builds on 
the work of Karen DeWitt, 
who has covered state gov-
ernment and politics for all 
the stations from the Capi-
tol Bureau in Albany since 
1990. 

“It’s so important to keep 
our listeners all across New 
York informed about what 
goes on at the Capitol and 
to explain how it impacts 
their daily lives — this new 

collaboration builds on that 
work,” Ms. DeWitt said.

A representative from 
each member station partici-
pates in a weekly meeting to 
share insights on the state-
wide significance of locally 
produced stories to actively 
find ways and opportunities 
for targeted statewide col-
laboration throughout the 
week. 

The originating station 
retains editorial control 
over shared content, while 
the receiving station may 
edit content to fit its broad-
cast needs. To meet ethical 
journalism standards, a cor-
rection policy is outlined, 
ensuring swift corrections 
for inaccuracies and proper 
communication with other 
stations.

NARROWSBURG – The 
Delaware Company, the 
Barryville-based non-profit 
history education group that 
operates Fort Delaware Mu-
seum of Colonial History in 
Narrowsburg, has announced 
the 2024 schedule for Student 
Days at the Fort.

For decades, school groups 
from New York, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania have taken 
advantage of the special rates 
to spend a day at the living 
history museum, where inter-
preters in period attire tell the 
stories of Cushetunk, the first 
permanent European settle-
ment in the Upper Delaware 
River Valley. Often times, 
schools will also include a 
narrated visit to the nearby 
Minisink Battleground as part 
of the trip. The Battleground 
was the site of a Revolution-
ary War battle in which resi-
dents of Cushetunk fought on 
both sides.

“We invite students to learn 
about the Lenape tribe of In-
digenous People and their in-
teraction with the European 
settlers, visit with a working 
blacksmith, explore frontier 

cabins, learn from candle 
makers, spinners and weav-
ers, and about 18th century 
medicine,” said Debra Con-
way, Executive Director of 
the Delaware Company. “And 
they will also learn about the 
important role the environ-
ment-- the river, the forests, 

the soil-- played in the life of 
these early settlers.”

Student Days for 2024 are 
currently scheduled for Thurs-
days and Fridays, May 16, 17, 
23, 24, 30, 31, and June 6, 7, 
13, and 14 in the spring, and 

September 19, 20, 26, 27 and 
October 3, and 4 in the fall.

For more information about 
Fort Delaware Museum, con-
tact The Delaware Company 
via email at info@thedela-
warecompany.org.

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Sullivan County Dramat-
ic Workshop is happy to 
announce its 2024 Febru-
ary Cabaret. Three perfor-
mances, Feb. 16, 17 & 18, 
will keep audiences tapping 
their feet, clapping their 
hands, and singing along as 
a very talented cast leads a 
trip down a magical, musi-
cal path of melodic tributes 
to classic Broadway, mov-
ies and more.

Directed by Richie 
Chiger with Leon Hilfstein 
on keyboard, Richie and 
Teri Paris hold the event 
together as emcees. The 
multi-talented performers 
include Heather Strauss, 
Maria Nardi, Dylan Jones, 

Alberto Santiago, Amber 
Schmidt, Teri Paris, Lynne 
Porter, Annabelle Segal, 
Lori Schneider, Isabel Lo-
pez-Diaz, Sally Gladden, 
Makenzie Rainey, Lordesa 
Hunt and Lilyanna Mitch-
ell.

Performances are live, 
on-stage, at The Center 
Stage, 269 Main Street, 
Hurleyville. 7 p.m. on Fri-
day, Feb. 16 and Saturday, 
Feb. 17, and 2 p.m. on Sun-
day, Feb. 18.  

General admission is $12 
and includes coffee and 
desserts. For more informa-
tion, call Producer Dawn 
Perneszi at 845-796-8399 
or email her at nyx6117@
yahoo.com.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Students visit with the blacksmith at Fort Delaware during the spring of 2023.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Left to right: Patricio Robayo (WJFF), Jason Dole (WJFF), David Sommerstein (NCPR), Tom 
Magnarelli (WSKG), Emily Russell (NCPR), Denise Young (WXXI), Randy Gorbman (WXXI), 
and J.D. Allen (WSHU).

ILLUSTRATION BY JACK ROBBIN
The main building was three-and-a-half stories, and had been remodeled with a stucco ex-
terior and palladian windows to evoke the once popular Mission style architecture.

DRAMATIC WORKSHOP
ANNOUNCES CABARET



due to a lack of eligible play-
ers. With no end in sight to 
their roster and performance 
issues, the program folded 
yet again in 2017.

This seemed like it was 
indeed the final nail in the 
program’s coffin. A glim-
mer of new hope came to 
pass in 2018, thanks in part 

to the introduction of eight-
man football. The program 
now had another fighting 
chance for survival.

Several schools through-
out Sullivan County tran-
sitioned to eight-man foot-
ball, and Fallsburg was right 
there with them. Coach 
Scanna would not take this 

new opportunity 
for granted, as he 
believed it was the 
team’s last saving 
grace.

“We went to 
eight-man to save 
our program,” 
he said. “A lot of 
schools went to 
eight-man to win 
and build off of 
wins and hopefully 
bring [more] play-
ers in. Because if 
you win, kids want 
to play. We did it 
strictly to save our 
program.”

The transition to 
eight-man football 
did pay off signifi-
cantly as the team 
snapped their 29-
game losing streak 
(which was the 
New York State 

record at the time) in the 
2018 season. Although, the 
win didn’t come until the 
very last game when Falls-
burg triumphantly defeated 
visiting Dover 34-26. That 
single win, after it looked 
certain that the team was 
headed for another winless 

season, was precisely the 
kind of momentum the team 
needed.

There were clear signs of 
maturity and growth within 
the Fallsburg football pro-
gram in the following sea-
sons. The team has compiled 
a 13-21 record between the 
2019 and 2023 seasons. 
There was also a consider-
able decline in the number 
of players on the academi-
cally ineligible list through-
out this period, with 2023 
being the first season not to 
have a single player make 
the list. And after achieving 
the once unthinkable en-
deavor of winning a playoff 
game, Fallsburg now strives 
for newer heights.

The 2024 season will in-
troduce new challenges to 
the Fallsburg football team 
as they transition back to 11-
man football and elevate to 
Class B competition. When 
asked about how he feels 
about the change, Coach 
Scanna said, “The goal of 
our program was to go back 
to 11-man and not to stay as 
an eight-man for life.”
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

BUILDING A WINNING CULTURE
THE RISE OF FALLSBURG FOOTBALL

PHOTO PROVIDED
Coach Dominick Scanna addresses the Fallsburg squad.

Celebrate Winter at the 4th Annual SnO&W 
Snowshoe or Hike on the Historic O&W Rail Trail 

in Hurleyville on 2/24 

Fallsburg Recognizes Scholar Athletes

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first person 
to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.com will win a 
prize. Have fun!

February Questions:
	 1.	 How much did a ticket to the very first Super Bowl cost?
	 2.	 What is the highest score ever by one team in a Super Bowl 
	 	 game?
	 3.	 Who was the first singer to perform at a Super Bowl Halftime 
	 	 Show?
	 4.	 Approximately how many chicken wings are consumed on a 
	 	 typical Super Bowl Sunday?
	 5.	  What famous jeweler makes the Lombardi Trophy for the Super 
	 	 Bowl winner?

January Answers:
	 1.	 When was the first National Hockey League game played?
		  (December 19, 1947)
	 2.	 What was the first team from the United States to join the NHL? 
		  (Boston Bruins, 1924)
	 3.	 Which team has won the most Stanley Cup championships? 
		  (Montreal Canadiens 24)
	 4.	 What is the oldest arena in the NHL? (Madison Square Garden
		  opened in 1968)
	 5.	 What is the newest arena in the NHL? (UBS Arena in Elmont,
		  NY, home of the Islanders)

There was no winner last month.

FIFTY YEARS AGO… Fallsburg skiers defend Section Nine crown
by John Conway

MCAFEE, NJ-- It was 
February of 1974—50 
years ago this month—and 
the boys ski team from 
Fallsburg High School 
closed out the month by 
successfully defending the 
Section Nine championship 

they had captured the year 
before.

The Comets were nearly 
six full seconds better than 
the second place Onteora 
boys, with a team combined 
time of 332.88 to 338.72. 
The races were held at the 
Great Gorge ski area in 
McAfee, NJ.

FALLSBURG – In Jan-
uary, 38 Fallsburg CSD 
student-athletes were rec-
ognized as NYSPHSAA 
scholar-athletes for the 
2023 Fall season.

Each season, the 
NYSPHSAA honors 
teams and individuals 
who excel academical-
ly. To qualify as a schol-
ar-athlete team, at least 
three-quarters of the stu-
dents on the team must 
have a grade point aver-
age of 90.00 or above. 
The Fallsburg girls’ 
cross-country and volley-
ball teams were recog-
nized as scholar-athlete 
teams.

Members of the girls’ 
cross-country team that 
received the recognition 
were Meredith Anderman, 

Kassandra Damms, Ari-
anna Gonzalez, Angelina 

HURLEYVILLE - Come 
out and celebrate winter 
with the Sullivan O&W 
Rail Trail Alliance on Sat-
urday, February 24tat 10 
a.m. on the historic Milk 
Train Trail in Hurleyville.

The SnO&W started in 
2020 as a snowshoe fun 
run and walk, and rotates 
locations each year to fea-
ture a different segment 
of the Sullivan O&W Rail 
Trail.

Participants are encour-
aged to bring their own 
snowshoes or similar gear 
if they have them. The first 
20 people to arrive need-

ing equipment will receive 
their choice of either a free 
snowshoe or microspike 
rental, depending upon 
trail conditions. Snowshoe 
rentals will be available at 
a discounted rate of $12 
through Fortress Bikes, 
and Morgan Outdoors will 
be offering a “SnO&W 
Special” microspike rental 
for only $5 (normally $12).

“The Sullivan O&W Rail 
Trail is a trail for everyone, 
and winter is a great time 
to experience the trail!” 
said Heather Jacksy, from 
Sullivan County Plan-
ning and member of the 

Alliance. Visit the event 
Facebook page at  bit.
ly/2024SNOW  or call 
(845) 807-0531 for more 
information.

Participating fire depart-
ments in the Sullivan 180 
Healthiest Fire Department 
Challenge will receive 3 
points for attending with 
five or more active mem-
bers. 

The Sullivan O&W Rail 
Trail Alliance grew out of 
the 2019 Sullivan O&W 
Rail Trail Feasibility Study 
and is a partnership of lo-
cal government entities, 
non-profits, and volunteers 

which serve as the stewards 
for the trail. For more in-
formation about the O&W 
Rail Trail and the work of 
the Alliance, visit  www.
SullivanOandW.com. 

Sullivan 180 is working 
to build a healthy commu-
nity, one degree at a time, 
through people, places and 
policy with support from 
Bold Gold Media Group, 
Manor Ink, The River Re-
porter, The Sullivan Coun-
ty Democrat and WJFF 
Radio Catskill. Learn 
more at  Sullivan180.
org  or  Facebook.com/Sul-
livan180inc.

WINNING INTERUPTED
Lady Generals Eight Game Streak Snapped

FALLSBURG – Good 
things come to those who 
wait, and that especially 
rings true for the Falls-
burg Comets varsity foot-
ball team. After finishing 
the 2023 season with a 5-3 
record and winning their 
first-ever playoff game, the 
Comets have a newfound 
optimism for their pro-
gram’s future. They are also 
entering into uncharted ter-
ritories as they have never 
before experienced a period 
of success. Their path to be-
coming a winning program 
has been a long and chal-
lenging one. 

Things were off to a dis-
appointing start for Falls-
burg when they began their 
varsity program. From 2010 
to 2012, the team finished 
with a 1-26 record and was 
outscored 1,135-260. Prob-
lems with the program went 
beyond just a lack of playing 
experience. Losing players 
due to being academically 
ineligible was the most sig-
nificant setback. But most 

of all, the team also found it 
challenging to draw interest 
from more students to play. 
This ultimately led to the 
program to fold.

Despite no varsity foot-
ball team in 2013 and 2014, 
the District maintained its 
modified and junior varsity 
programs. The possibility 
of reviving the varsity team 
was in serious doubt. It only 
took the resilience and ini-
tiative of Dominick Scan-
na, a Benjamin Cosor Ele-
mentary School first-grade 
teacher and experienced 
youth baseball coach, to re-
store hope in a comeback.

Coach Scanna was deter-
mined to keep the program 
alive in any way possible af-
ter becoming the head coach 
of the restored varsity team 
in 2015. The program’s ab-
sence disheartened him, 
but he was also concerned 
about the lack of football 
sports connection with the 
district and community. He 
believed sports, particular-
ly football, are essential to 

building community bonds.
“I figured that it [the varsi-

ty football program] would 
be a good program for our 
community,” he said. “It 
felt like our community 
was severed; there wasn’t 
a good connection between 
the school and community. 
Football can fix that.”

He viewed the role of a 
coach as more than simply 
guiding the players to vic-
tory but also being a posi-
tive influence in the players 
lives. He wanted to create 
an environment that al-
lowed his players to flourish 
outside of the football field. 
Providing extra tutorial 
help, hosting team dinners, 
and opening the weight 
room in the offseason of-
fered such an environment. 
But despite his best efforts, 
many of the problems that 
plagued the team in their 
first few seasons continued 
to persist.

The Comets finished their 
first season back in 2015 
with a 0-7 record, one of 

their losses resulting from 
a forfeit. Things only wors-
ened in 2016, as the team 
registered another winless 
record of 0-8; all but three 
games resulted in a forfeit 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Fallsburg varsity volleyball head coach, Amy Hobby (left), and scholar-athletes (l to r) 
Gelsey Aguilar Torres, Hannah Johnson, Brianna Noller, Kaitlyn Pedersen, and Jordyn 
Wall-Carty. 

The Monticello boys’ 
team, which had been ex-
pected to be right in the 
thick of things in the title 
chase, had considerable 
difficulty on the icy slalom 
course, and despite a strong 
showing in the giant slalom 
race, failed to finish in the 
top ten. Suffern, Rondout 
Valley, and Middletown 
rounded out the top five.

Chris Dill led the Fall-
sburg skiers by capturing 
second place finishes in 
both the slalom and giant 
slalom, to give him the best 
overall combined time. The 
Comets Ira Steingart fin-
ished fifth in the slalom and 
seventh in the giant slalom, 
to take fifth place com-
bined. Dill had finished in 
ninth place in the Section-
als the year before at Great 
Gorge, while Steingart had 
been the top Sullivan Coun-
ty finisher, in fifth place.

“Our team did great be-
cause we hung together and 
knew we each had to put 
in a good run,” Dill told 
the Times Herald-Record 
newspaper following the 
races. 

Monticello sophomore 
Rob VanEtten easily won 
the giant slalom compe-
tition by more than a sec-
ond over Dill, but fell in 
the slalom competition and 
did not finish. Monticel-
lo’s Bucky Laufersweiler, 
who was ninth in combined 
time, was the top finisher 
for the school, nearly seven 
seconds behind Dill’s win-
ning combined time.

The top ten finishers in 
combined time comprised 
the Section Nine team that 
would compete in the New 
York State Championships 
at Belleayre Mountain in 
March.

Levner, Shelby Lyons, 
Francely Maradiaga, Ce-
celia Norris-Yanes, Jos-
lyn Odell, Iliana Pinzon, 
Jaily Sebastian, and Al-
isha Tremper. Members 
of the volleyball team 
were Gelsey Aguilar Tor-
res, Maya Ballard, Arslyn 
Cantave, Emily Castro 
Ramos, Ashley Ingrassia, 
Hannah Johnson, Jennifer 
Morales Perez, Brianna 
Noller, Kaitlyn Pedersen, 
Georgia-Randle O’Brien, 
and Jordyn Wall-Carty.

In addition to team rec-
ognitions, sixteen athletes 

from the boys cross-coun-
try, football, boys soccer, 
and girls soccer teams 
were named individual 
scholar-athletes. Those 
students were Asly Avi-
la, Nikolas Bonner, Jon-
athan Dias Paredes, Don-
ovan Hart, Mia Irlbacher, 
Nicole Jimenez, Daris 
Koljenovic, Marco Man-
sanarez, Nancy Martinez, 
William Martinez, Adam 
Mednick, Eric Moocz, 
Dalila Ortiz, Emily Per-
na, Marilyn Santos, and 
Isaiah Young.

by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE — 
The Lady Generals basket-
ball team of SUNY Sullivan 
has been on a tear for most 
of the 2023-’24 season, 
racking up victory after vic-
tory, including Coach Ben 
Newberg’s 100 win at the 
school.

The Lady Generals had 
rolled to a 15-2 record, 

compiling eight victories in 
a row, when they travelled 
to New Rochelle on Janu-
ary 14 to take on the Mus-
tangs of Monroe College. 
Sullivan started the game 
cold, and found themselves 
trailing 16-13 after the first 
quarter, and 35-24 at half-
time. A furious second half 
rally fell just short, as Mon-
roe held on to record a 59-
57 win, dropping Sullivan 

to 15-3 on the year.
Shonyae Edmonds, a 

freshman from Albany, 
NY, led the Lady Generals, 
pumping in 17 points and 
corralling 16 rebounds. Bri-
anna Jackson contributed 13 
points for Sullivan.

After a return engagement 
against the Mustangs in 
Loch Sheldrake was post-
poned, the Lady Generals 
travelled to Syracuse to bat-

tle Onondaga Community 
College. This time, Sullivan 
raced to an early lead, going 
up 21-17 after the first quar-
ter, only to trail by two at 
the half. Things went down-
hill from there, and Sullivan 
managed just seven fourth 
quarter points, losing their 
second game in a row, this 
time by a 78-63 margin. On-
ondaga improved to 17-1 
with the win.
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