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GAN EDEN PROJECT
MAY BE REVISED
CHNA Remaining Vigilant

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – Discussion at the most recent
meeting of the steering committee of the Columbia Hill
Neighborhood Alliance was
dominated by the ongoing
litigation between the developers of the Gan Eden project and the Town of Thompson, and the possibility that
the developers might be
back before the Thompson
Planning Board with a revised scope of work as early
as this month.
The developer’s original project, proposed to the
Planning Board in 2007,
called for 885 housing units
to be built on the 210 acre
site of the old Columbia
Farm Hotel in Hurleyville.
The property includes 197
acres in the town of Thompson and 13 acres in the town
of Fallsburg. About 135
acres of the property are
deemed buildable.
The Columbia Hill Neighborhood Alliance was
formed in 2012, to advocate
for responsible development, and to make sure people in the area were aware
of the size of the Gan Eden
project as proposed. The
group held public meetings
and campaigned at Thompson Town Board meetings,
asking that the town’s zoning for multi-family unit developments be rolled back to
pre-2005 levels.

The 210-acre Columbia Hill property overlooks the hamlet of Hurleyville.

The group contended that
the Gan Eden developers
“obtained stealth zoning
changes in 2005 (as part
of town-wide zoning code
changes) and again in 2007
for the acreage in Thompson to go from RR1 (Rural
Residential) to SR (Suburban Residential). The zoning
changes allowed for much
higher building density.”
At least in part because
of the CHNA advocacy,
the Thompson Town Board
passed a local law in November of 2012, scaling
back the density allowances,
to 4 town house units per
acre and 1.9 garden apartment type units per acre.
In December of 2017, the
Gan Eden developers filed

a law suit against the Town,
citing a number of complaints, and the lawsuit was
amended with further complaints in February of 2018.
Basically, the developers
claimed that overly restrictive zoning was preventing
the construction of much
needed workforce housing
in the town.
The CHNA Steering Committee says that Thompson
Town Attorney Michael
Mednick advises them that
the litigation is ongoing, but
that progress is being made
toward a possible settlement. Steering Committee
members say Mr. Mednick
told them a revised site plan,
with a reduced number of
units, could be presented to
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the Planning Board in December.
Thompson
Supervisor
Bill Rieber says that at this
time the Town has nothing
pending from the developers
for its December Planning
Board meeting, but notes
that if the developers “want
to revise their plans to comply with our zoning code
they have the right to do so.”
The CHNA Steering Committee still has concerns
about the project, especially
regarding water use, and
promised to remain vigilant in monitoring developments. Mr. Rieber said any
discussion of such concerns
would be premature “until
there is a plan to review.”

LET’S TALK SULLIVAN COUNTY
by Luis Alvarez, Chairman
Sullivan County Legislature
READY TO SERVE AT
ALL HOURS AND IN
ALL CONDITIONS

Sullivan County endured yet another damaging storm on November
15, making the evening
commute a nightmare.
And I heard and saw
complaints that our roads
were not properly cleared
to ensure safe travel.
I have to disagree. First
off, our Sullivan County
Division of Public Works
and its town and village
counterparts had already
prepared for a winter
season potentially as brutal as last year’s. Anyone
who says we weren’t
ready … well, they’re
just plain wrong. We
couldn’t have responded
in any way to this storm
if we hadn’t spent the
weeks before transforming dump trucks into
plow trucks, refilling our
sand and salt supplies,
and prepping our winter

road maintenance teams.
Our employees and our
trucks were ready to go
when this storm hit. The
only thing they couldn’t
prepare for was an inaccurate forecast. The
official predictions in
the days and even hours
leading up to the storm
indicated the snowfall
wouldn’t be the foot
we got but closer to 5-8
inches. And there was no
warning it would fall at
up to 3 inches per hour –
blanketing roads just as
soon as our plow trucks
had swept through.
So we made do, as we
always do in Sullivan
County. And I think our
road crews, our 911 dispatchers, our Sheriff’s
Patrol officers, our Care
Center staffers, our firefighters and ambulance
volunteers, and their
counterparts in our many
municipalities worked as
hard as they ever have.
Many of them stayed out
just as late as those of us
caught driving through
this serious storm (if not
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Luis Alvarez is the Chairman
of the Sullivan County Legislature. He represents District 6, which includes Hurleyville.

later). They should be
commended for it.
Sure, this comes with
their jobs. But let’s dig
a little deeper into that
fact. Do you realize that
oftentimes these folks
have to work double
shifts even when there
isn’t an emergency?
Many of the above-mentioned County operations
need staffing 24/7, so if
someone’s replacement
isn’t available to relieve
them, they have to continue working. Their su-

pervisors also have to
deal with it, often spending a good deal of time
on the phone, calling and
texting and emailing other personnel who may be
able to fill in.
In short, they go out
and serve, even when it
comes at their own expense. In my book, they
are our heroes, willing
to risk everything when
the situation demands.
That deserves to be recognized, to be praised, to
be thanked.
Nothing stops these
folks – not even unfair
complaints about their
response to yet another
wearying winter storm.
Indeed, you can rest assured they will still be on
the job when the next disaster strikes. God bless
them!
Legislature Chairman
Luis Alvarez keeps readers up to date on what is
happening in county government with his regular
column in the Hurleyville
Sentinel.

COMMUNITY ONCE AGAIN INVITED
TO JOIN IN CANDLELIGHT WALK
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – Although it is arguably the
most wonderful time of the
year, for many, the holiday
season, and especially the
often unpredictable winter
weather, brings stress, as
well. And sometimes the
hectic pace of it all can get
folks down.
If that sounds even just
a little bit familiar, the 4th
Annual Hurleyville Winter
Solstice Candlelight Walk
is definitely for you.
The self-guided walk is
scheduled for Friday, December 21—the winter solstice and the shortest day
of the year-- at 4:30 p.m.
at the Milk Train RailTrail
just off Main Street in the
center of Hurleyville.
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The community is invited to once again participate in the
candlelight walk scheduled for December 21.

“It is a lovely tradition
that we hope will bring
people of all ages together,
outdoors in nature, guided
by candlelight,” says Jim
Cashen, the event founder
and organizer.
As is always the case,
the centerpiece of the event

will be the Luminaria along
the trail, which provides an
opportunity for a peaceful
evening stroll. There will
also be a campfire at the
Trail Head, and live music
outdoors.
In addition, The Hurleyville Arts Center will

have special holiday movie
features, as well as sound
healing in their yoga studio
from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
“It is an opportunity to
usher in the start of the
winter season together as
a community,” Mr. Cashen
says.
The candlelight walk is
free and open to the public.
“We hope everyone in
the community will come
celebrate the winter solstice,” he says. “This festival is intended to encourage a peaceful walk and
reflection while quieting
our minds during what can
be a hectic and sometimes
stressful holiday season. It
is an experience that can
bring joy and light in the
simplest of ways.”

Sullivan County Dramatic
Workshop Sweeps State
Theatre Festival Awards
AUBURN, NY--Theatre groups from all
around New York gathered the weekend before
Thanksgiving, as they do
each year for the Theatre
Association of New York
State (TANYS) Festival, a
showcase of the best work
in non-professional theatre the State has to offer.
This Season, 104 shows
were adjudicated by TANYS – some for “learning” only, and 47 “for
Festival” in the hopes of
not only getting critique
and pointers from some of
the most knowledgeable
theatre types around, but
also for the opportunity
to bring their shows to the
TANYS Festival. Only
nine shows were chosen
– three long productions,
and six short one-acts.
This year, the Sullivan
County Dramatic Workshop had the great honor
of having not two shows
(both long productions)
chosen to participate at
Festival. And did both
productions ever represent our area well!
David Lindsay-Abaire’s
Pulitzer
Prize-winning
drama, “Rabbit Hole” and
Duncan Macmillan and
Jonny Donahoe’s “Every
Brilliant Thing” (produced by NAMI Sullivan
County, NY and co-sponsored for one performance
by the Sullivan County
Dramatic Workshop) took
TANYS by storm.
In all, the company
took home eight awards
earned with their Festival performances. “Every Brilliant Thing” (directed and performed by

rection to Heather Strauss
– Snow Stars, Meritorious Achievement in Ensemble Acting to the Cast
of Snow Stars and Meritorious Achievement in
Playwriting to Peter Nastasi for Locked Away),
for Rabbit Hole (Excellence in Direction to Lori
Schneider, Excellence in
Technical Design and Execution to Jim Schmidt,
Excellence in Ensemble
PHOTO PROVIDED
Acting to the Cast), for
The cast and festival crew of “Rabbit Hole” - Seated: L to
Nevermore (Meritorious
R - Cole Phillips, John Neails, Terri Mateer, Carol MacAdam,
Achievement in Acting to
Taylor Lamerand, Standing: L to R - Kat Phillips, Harley Phillips, Lori Schneider, Lou Silverman, Jenny Silverman, Jim
Josh Rosengrant, KristoFedroff, Emily Klucinec, Julianne Porter, Jim Schmidt, Derk
pher Rosengrant, Harold
Vanderwolde.
Tighe, Heather Strauss,
Lori Schneider, Technical and Carol MacAdam. Amber Schmidt, Mekayla
Director – Christopher Jim Schmidt earned the Perneszi as the Players,
O’Sullivan) opened the Festival Technical Direc- Meritorious
AchieveFestival on Friday night. tor’s Award – given to the ment in Sound Design
The performance earned company that the Festival to Jim Schmidt, ExcelSchneider a People’s staff most enjoyed work- lence in Costume Design
Choice Award for Best ing with, who took advan- to Ed Berens), for The
Performance (one of four, tage of all the Festival site Game’s Afoot (Meritorichosen by the audience). could offer and were well ous Achievement in Act“Rabbit Hole” opened prepared. Emily Klucinec ing to Constance Slater,
the Saturday morning earned an Adjudicators’ to Kim Schneeberger and
performance session (di- Discretionary Award for to Ellen Pavloff, Excelrected by Lori Schneider, Props and Set Dressing. lence in Scenic Design
Technical Director/Sound John Neails and Carol to Jim Schmidt and Har– Jim Schmidt, Lights MacAdam earned awards old Tighe, Excellence in
-Julianne Porter, featur- from the three Festival Costume Design to Ed
ing Terri Mateer, John Adjudicators for Out- Berens) and Every BrilNeails, Taylor Lamerand, standing Performance.
liant Thing (Excellence in
Carol MacAdam and Cole
During the Banquet Performance to Lori SchPhillips. Stage Manager on Saturday night, Rov- neider).
– Emily Klucinec, Assis- ing Adjudicator Awards
The Sullivan County
tant Stage Manager – Jim earned during the 2018 Dramatic Workshop has
Fedroff, Festival Crew Season were presented. presented local audiences
– Jenny and Lou Silver- These included for the with quality, award-winman, Derk Vanderwol- One Act Play Festival (Ex- ning Community Theatre
de, Kat Phillips, Harley cellence in Sound Design in our area since 1950. We
Phillips). It was chosen to Jim Schmidt, Excel- look forward to bringing
Best Production of Fes- lence in Direction to Kim our audiences additional
tival and earned People’s Schneeberger – Look Me memorable productions
Choice Awards for Best in the Eye, Excellence in with our Holiday show in
Performance (two more Ensemble Acting – Look December and an exciting
of the four chosen by the Me in the Eye, Meritori- 2019 Season.
audience) for John Neails ous Achievement in Di-
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Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville
by Jane Harrison
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Q.Q.
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true meaning
of to
Chanukah/Christmas
in your
your favorite Winter activities?
home? What are you most looking forward to this Holiday
season?”

house.”
house.”
Ryan David
(Age 4):
“Yes! I like to
build a snowman.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Maxwell,
Madelyne
Age 6,
6, BCES
BCES
Age

Kate Poley
“The
true meaning
of Christmas in my home is family. We all come
Jayden
Williams
together (Age
for food,
laughs and love. I’m most looking forward to ex10):
periencing
the magic
of Christmas through my two young children’s
“Yes, I like
the snow,
eyes.”
snowball fights,
building snowmen
and forts for when
my dad throws
Patrick Maxwell,
Maxwell, Age
Age 5,
5, BCES
BCES
Patrick
snowballs at me,
and sledding,
Maureen: “I’m
“I’m
Maureen:
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):
“Yes, my favorite
Tiffany Carder
activities are sledding,
“The true meaning of Christmas and holidays snowball
in my homefights,
is a chance
drinking
hotdone
for my family to show appreciation to each other for all we’ve
for one another throughout the year. A chance for chocolate,
everyone to come
andpart
making
cookies.”
together and show appreciation. Our favorite
of the holidays
is
having a chance to give back to the community by participating in a
local food drive; it feels so good to help a community member who
might need a little support during the holiday season. Happy holidays
to all!”
Maureen Maxwell,
Age 17,
17,
Maureen
AveryMaxwell,
CarrierAge
FCHS
FCHS

(Age 6):
“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel.
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a
snow fight. Oh, and
I like sledding too.”

Jacqueline Maxwell,
Maxwell, Age
Age 15,
15,
Jacqueline
FCHS
FCHS
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SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC
HONORS

C

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State
Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Association (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition. Ms.
Barber and the award recipients are hard at work rehearsing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, December 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.
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From the Firehouse
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ARE YOU READY ?

Fires can be prevented.
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A more complete list of p.m. on Monday, December
gagement of Miss Marion sang Christmas carols under
programs can be found on 31, and will remain closed
Metcalf
of Monticello,
to Tuesday,
the windows
of the 1sick
all
our
website,
www.fallsburJanuary
forinthe
Edward
Reynolds,
son
of
three
of
the
buildings.
The
glibrary.org. As a remind- New Year.
for
er, all of our programs are menu
Tis for
the Christmas
season forday
winter
the old folks
chicken,
FREE and open to the pub- weather,
and aswas
a reminder,
biscuits
and gravy,
lic. Some programs have we
sometimes
may mashed
need to
potatoes,
squash,
limited spots, so please call, close
early,
delay cranberry
opening,
sauce,
mustard topickles,
email, or stop in to sign up. or
close altogether
ensure
Here’s a reminder of our the safety of our staff and
contact information, call: patrons. Although we moni845-436-6067, email: fbr@ tor what the Fallsburg Cenrcls.org, stop in: 12 Railroad tral School District is doing
Plaza, South Fallsburg, NY on winter weather days, we
or follow us on social media. do NOT always follow their
As a note to our holiday schedule. Be sure to check
closings this month, we will our website, social media, or
be closed Monday and Tues- call before venturing out on
day, December 24 and 25 in iffy weather days. Wishing
observance of Christmas. everyone a safe, happy, and
We will also be closing at 3 healthy holiday season!

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

A few easy steps can save your life!

January 2, 1932
Legs Diamond
Killers Sought

x

Have a service person inspect
and clean your chimney , wood
stove or furnace each year.

Use a metal or glass fireplace
screen to keep sparks from
hitting nearby carpets or
of furniture.

x

(Monticello) and stealing
a shotgun; the James Kelly
home, the Tyrell and Miller
house, from which $25 in
cash and more than $1,000
in jewelry was taken; the
Ralph Kerr place, from
which a suit and gold watch
was missing; the Ed Greene
residence; Emma Heath’s
home, where Mills made
off with $50 in cash, old
coins, and a gold watch;
and the last place, the Jay
Lynch home, from which
a gold watch and revolver
was stolen.

Trooper D.H. Cady
Wurtsboro said recently
x Keep kindling, paper, and décor
he had been able to make
virtually no progress at away from fireplaces and
wood stoves.
all on investigation of the
x Never use gas or lighter fluid to
circumstances surrounding the abandonment near start a fireplace or wood stove.
x Burn only seasoned wood.
Summitville of a car believed to have been that
which whisked the slayers
of Legs Diamond Remember
away
from Albany
early
last
FriFireplaces and chimneys are the number one
day. Trooper Cady said he
PHOTO PROVIDED
sourceinformation
of home heating equipment fires.
was awaiting
January 9, 1932
Gangster Jack “Legs” Diafrom New York and Alba- mond was killed in Albany
ny police.
on December 18, 1931. The
5,000 Visitors in County
Meanwhile, it was re- car that was believed used
Celebrate New Year
ported a maroon colored in the getaway was found
car resembling one that in Sullivan County two days
Sullivan County enterleft the Diamond rooming later.
tained probably 5,000 New
house just after the shootYork holiday guests at the
ing and resembling also the has sent officers scurrying various year round hotels.
one which was reported to back and forth from Monti- It is reported the Grossinghave passed through Sau- cello, Kiamesha, and Falls- er at Liberty had 600 alone
gerties early Friday and the burgh, the diamond rings and the Flagler at Fallsone abandoned near Sum- which were stolen from burgh had 400.The other
mitville, stopped for gaso- Mrs. Barbara Tyrell have large hotels are patronized
line in Ellenville Saturday. not yet been recovered. All on the same generous scale.
If the car seen in Albany the loot from five robberies
and the one found in Sul- was recovered with the exLiberty Insurance Man
livan County are the same, ception of the diamonds.
Meanwhile,
Mills
is
in
Found
Shot in Bathroom
and police believe they are,
Sullivan
County
jail,
awaitit
appears
its and
occupants
day the
evening,
January
15. Novogradsky,
Davis, Lamince
pie, tea
coffee. ing
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his bathroom
theyGrahamsville
left it. Apparently,
Man
all.
son,
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and
Knapp
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hear this case then.
at noon Monday. Apparthey
stopped
for
some
time
Celebrated his 100th
Mills, twenty-six year ently he had committed
along theBirthday
way.
Eagles to was
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Day ed by
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only
1,063
miles according
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H. Hall of H. Thorp
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a
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speedomThe room
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He
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gles, about
acclaimed
Sullivan
has been waiting just 100 was
to move
from Luther Payne, District AtCounty
champions,
will play torney William Deckelman,
years to receive—his centen- his
quarters
at Kiamesha
Tell
Where
the day
Woodridge
A.C.
nial Won’t
birthday.
The
centenar- the
of his arrest. for the and Sheriff Benjamin GeStolen
Jewels
Are
championship
of row were called at once.
ian had been conserving his undisputed
He confessed
to breakSullivan
the
strength for days in anticipa- ing
into theCounty
Atson T.atReynThe victim is a brother of
Although
George
Mills
Woodridge
tion
of being able
to greet
the olds
home onHigh
HighSchool
Street Samuel McLaughlin, who
scores of friends and neigh- gym, Wednesday, January
bors who called Christmas 19. Woodridge is the only
morning to combine their team in the vicinity which
Christmas greetings with holds a victory over the Eagles, and the Hurleyville
birthday wishes.
quintet is favored to erase
JANUARY 8, 1937
that defeat. The Eagles hold
John Knapp Hurt in
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
Coasting Accident
While coasting downhill victory over Woodridge will
across the golf course at the give them unquestioned
Columbia Hotel here last recognition for titular honCALLICOON
– Alleight
for- ors. In the Woodridge lineSunday,
John Knapp,
mer
staff
year old
sonfrom
of Mr.the
andonceMrs. up there will be Podberesky,
thriving
Catskills
hotels
of
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
Sullivan
and
Ulster
Counflesh wound in his thigh
ties
invited
to aattend
whenare
his sled
struck
water
apipe
long
usedoverdue,
during theonce-insummer
a-lifetime
to water thereunion
greens. being
The
planned
Saturday,
deep threefor
cornered
gashMay
cut
into2019,
leg from
muscles
nar4,
7 toand
11 p.m.
rowly
severing
an
at
the escaped
Villa Roma
Resort
artery.
Dr. Ralph Breakey of
in
Callicoon.
Monticello
the
The cost is treated
$90 per perwound,
which the
required
son.
In addition,
Villa
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twelve is
stitches
to close.
Roma
offering
a special
An
aerial
view
of
the
Concord
Hotel
in
Kiamesha
Lake circa
group rate for those who
1970.
An
Invitation
to
the
Pubwould like to spend the
lic it a week- home to Rhode Island, she working in the Catskills innight or make
Thegetaway.
public is cordially
in- felt pangs of melancholy; fluenced their lives, many
end
Additional
vited
to
attend
the
official
activities and programs a yearning for those spe- share the same sentiment.
opening
of Ernie’s
Bar and
will
be offered
throughout
cial days. Ms. Kauffman, As one staff person so eloGrill in Hurleyville on Saturthe weekend.
who considers herself a quently said, “We were a
The idea of a reunion Catskill Mountain Rat, va- family, diverse and vast.
for all former staff came cationed in the Catskills Like a family, all members
about when Robin (Co- growing up, worked at one influenced you in some
hen) Kauffman attended of the hotels throughout way, some more than othan event with a few of her college, and even met her
former hotel co-workers husband at the Concord
to promote the plans for Hotel. She said those were
a future Catskills Resort not only magical years, but
Museum in Ellenville. also influenced and shaped
During her drive back her life.
While the staff worked
hard, they played hard as
well. What they did not
realize was that during
their time spent working
in the Catskills they were
making history; making
an incredible contribution
to the Borscht Belt Culture. When asked about
their experiences and how

conducts an insurance establishment at Monticello.
January 1, 1937
Friday Evening Forum
Re-Opens

The Jewish Youth League
announces the re-opening
of the Friday evening Forums which were so well attended last year. The Forum
will be held Friday evening,
January 8 at 8 p.m. at the
Synagogue. Rabbi Isidore
S. Meyer will officiate, and
the topic of the his sermon
will be “The Good Name.”
Rabbi Meyer, who is
a graduate of the Jewish
Theological Seminary, is
at present Miller Research
Fellow in Jewish History at
Columbia University and is
Instructor in Jewish History
and Religion at the Institute
for Adult Jewish Education at the Brooklyn Jewish
Centre.
Masonic Lodges Install
New Officers This Week

Masonic Lodges in Monticello and in Liberty will
install new masters and
be readyelected
for action.
This
officers
last week.
game
promises
to
draw
Charles Horton was electeda
huge crowd
and Monticello
will start at
master
of the
8:30
P.M.
There
be
lodge, and Albert will
Hadden
dancing
after
the
game.
master of the Mongaup
Lodge, Liberty.
Wallace C. Budd, Summitville postmaster was
chosen to head Wawarsing
Lodge, Ellenville and was
installed last week.
Kiamesha Chapter, Eastern Star of Monticello
chose Mrs. Edna Davidson,
matron and Mrs. Harriet
Knapp, associate matron.

FORMER CATSKILLS HOTEL STAFF TO
REUNITE FOR ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME REUNION
All Hotels, All Years, All Staff

ers. We were all entwined
and became the sum of all
those thousands lives we
touched and whose lives
touched us. It was a unique
time and we were a unique
group. Because of this, the
Catskill’s remain a special
part of our lives. “
This is most likely the
last chance former hotel
staff will gather together
under one roof. Anyone
who would like to take
part in what will be an historic event, please contact
Robin Kauffman at rmkauff100@ cox.net. Hotel
reservations may be made
online directly using the
following group link:
https://reservations.travelclick.com/2864?group
ID=2398206.
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THE TOMAHAWK
A long time ago, there
lived a young Indian boy by
the name of “Star Gazer.”
He acquired this name when
he was about three or four
years old. One night when
most of the people of his village were sitting around a
large bonﬁre, Star Gazer was
standing, staring at the stars.
From that night on, everyone
called him Star Gazer.
Time went by quickly, and
soon he had become a ﬁne
fourteen year old. Like most
boys of his age, he wanted to
accompany the braves when
they went out on hunting
trips. He knew that he would
have to prove himself to the
older braves. Star Gazer also
longed for the time when
he would get his own tomahawk, one just like the chief
of his tribe owned. It was
one of the most impressive
tomahawks anyone had ever
seen. All the braves hoped
that when the time came
for the chief to pass on, he
would leave his tomahawk
to one of them.
One day, Star Gazer decided to go ﬁshing, as it
would make his mother very

happy if he came home with
some trout. As he sat on the
river bank watching his line,
he started to daydream. He
dreamed that he owned the
chief’s tomahawk, and when
all the boys his age saw him,
they were envious. He stared
into the crystal clear water
while he daydreamed. In
time, he noticed something
very shiny lying on the bottom of the stream. It wasn’t
long before his curiosity got
the best of him. He took oﬀ
his moccasins and walked
out to the middle of the
stream. Star Gazer reached
down into the water and
grasped the object. When he
opened up his hand, he realized it was just a very shiny
yellow rock.
It surprised him that the
little rock was so heavy. He
ﬁrst thought of throwing it
back into the water, but decided he might ﬁnd a use for
it later on. A pouch he carried over his shoulder was
used for storing things he
found, like this rock. Star
Gazer walked back to the
shore, but something caught
his eye; more of those shiny

yellow rocks.
The more he looked, the
more he found. There was
no way he was going to pick
up any more of those stones,
as his legs were turning blue
from the ice cold water. He
caught six trout by the end of
the day.
When he arrived at his tepee, his mother greeted him
and told him how happy
she was with his catch. That
night, just before he went to
sleep, he took the bright yellow stone out of his pouch.
It was about the size of a
chicken egg. He wrapped it
in deer skin and stuck it under his buﬀalo skin bed. In
time, he forgot about the yellow stone.
Summer was quickly replaced by fall. Everyone in
the tribe was working feverishly to ensure that they had
enough food in their tepees
for the winter. The fall had
not been very productive for
the hunting parties. The chief
was concerned that some of
his people might not make it
through the long, cold winter.
One day, a white trader

An Original Short Story by Jim Red Fox

Star Gazer’s shiny yellow rock was about the size of a chicken egg.

came into the village to
trade. Everyone came to see
what he had with him. He
sat with the chief in the large
council tepee and showed
him what he had to trade.
When he brought out a large
bag of ﬂour, the chief’s eyes
got big.
“This,” he thought, “would
help feed my people in the
long, cold winter.”
Next, the trader brought
out a large bag of beans and
a barrel of molasses. The
chief’s eyes got really big.

This impressed him. He
turned toward the trader and
asked him what he wanted
for these things. The trader
placed a few shiny yellow
stones on a small mink fur
he had brought with him.
Star Gazer, who was way in
the back of the tepee, saw
the yellow stones. His eyes
lit up as he remembered the
yellow stone he had placed
under his buﬀalo blanket. He
slipped out of the council tepee and ran back to his own
tepee.

PHOTO PROVIDED

He grabbed his yellow
stone, still wrapped in the
deer skin, and ran back to the
meeting place. This time, he
came through the main door.
Star Gazer walked up to the
chief and placed the yellow
stone in front of him. The
chief looked at the stone and
then up at the young man
who said, “My chief, if this
is what it takes to feed our
people, then take it. I alone
know where we can get
many more of these yellow
stones.”

The chief then spoke to the
trader.
“Come back in one week
and we will have enough of
these yellow stones to buy
all the food you can bring to
us.”
“Tell me,” asked the chief,
“What do you call these yellow stones?”
“Gold,” said the trader as
he rode away.
When the trader returned
the following week, he found
a large pile of gold stones
waiting for him on a trading
blanket. The chief was able
to trade gold for enough bags
of food for everyone in the
village. No one went hungry
that winter, and not one person died.
In the spring, the chief
called all the people together
by the bonﬁre. He then called
Star Gazer to come forward.
When he stood in front of the
people, the chief said, “Because of your smart thinking,
not one person starved last
winter. To show our appreciation, I am hereby awarding you my own tomahawk.”
The chief then handed it to
Star Gazer, who just stared

at it. Finally, he thanked the
chief and then held it high in
the air for everyone to see.
The white trader was there,
also. He walked up to Star
Gazer, put his hand on his
shoulder, and said, “I know
that you have your own Indian name, but I am going to
give you a name from me, a
white man. That name will
be Evan.”
*****
“The Tomahawk” is taken
from a book by Jim Red
Fox entitled Native American Short Stories Book II,
published by Author House
in 2016. Jim Red Fox, who
grew up in Sullivan County
and now lives in Napanoch,
is also the author of “Native
American Short Stories,”
published in 2012. Both
books are available from the
author at 845-853-5524. Jim
Red Fox is a member of the
Lakota Sioux Nation. He is
on the Board of the Native
American Cultural Center and is a member of the
Thunder Bear Drum Circle.
He is available to tell stories
at schools, libraries, parties,
and large gatherings.

Hurleyville Residents in Aktion
by Heather Gibson

HURLEYVILLE
–
Hurleyville resident Tommy Abelson was recently
installed as the new president of The Aktion Club, a
service organization aﬃliated with Kiwanis International.
Kiwanis International
is an international service
club founded in 1915 in
Detroit, Michigan. It is
headquartered in Indianapolis, Indiana and is found
in more than 80 nations
around the world. Service
is at the very heart of every
Kiwanis Club, and members are actively involved
in over 150,000 service
projects for children, and
raise millions of dollars a
year for their communities,
families and projects.
Kiwanis members believe that by working together, they can achieve
what one person cannot accomplish alone.
“Our mission is really
to help one child at a time,”
said Sue Kasofsky, past
president of the Woodridge
Kiwanis.
Kiwanis members like
Ms. Kasofsky take a lot of
pride in watching children
thrive. It is understood that
these children are our future, so setting them oﬀ on
the path of community service is sure to make every
small community a more
loving one.
While the clubs in
Monticello,
Woodridge,
Roscoe, Callicoon, and Ulster County were busy raising awareness and helping
children in our school districts, the clubs in Orange
County were growing another branch of Kiwanis
Club known as The Aktion
Club (pronounced like ACTION). The Aktion Club
is the only service club

PHOTO PROVIDED

Eagle Scout Joe Conway addresses those gathered at a ceremony recognizing his achievement. He spent the summer
of 2018 working at the Hurleyville Maker’s Lab.

PHOTO PROVIDED

New Aktion oﬃcers (left to right ) are President Tommy Abelson, Vice President Gary Walling, Secretary Lara Biella, Treasurer Francine Addorrisio, Directors David DeCroti and Kandi
Elmore. Absent is Director Jeanne Bartolo.

for adults with disabilities, with more than 12,000
members worldwide.
Orange County quickly
found out that these members were super excited
about all projects, and eager to really dig in and help.
Sullivan County heard of
the great success stories
spinning out of Orange
County and began looking
for a sponsoring agency.
It was Sullivan ARC, under the direction of Regina
McKenny-Snead, that took
the lead in breathing life
into The Aktion Club here
in Sullivan County. Today,
Sullivan ARC, The Center
for Discovery, and New
Hope Community all have
several Aktion Club members.
Sheila
Lashinsky,
Board Member for Kiwanis Club and Co-Advisor
for Aktion Club, says the
new oﬃcers are: President Tommy Abelson, Vice
President Gary Walling,
Secretary Lara Biella, and
Treasurer Francine Addor-

risio. New Board Members
will be Kandi Elmore, David DeCroti, and Jeannie
Bartolo.
“I feel like a proud
Mother. Our local members are constantly being
featured on the Kiwanis
Club website,” Ms. Lashinsky said. “Everyone who
meets them can see how
friendly they are. Their
eagerness to help the community is contagious. They
just love to help out.”
Even more interesting, the members of Aktion
Club have also supported
Kiwanis Club events.
“They support us, just
as much as we support
them. We are one big family,” Ms. Lashinsky said.
Aktion Club participants have visited local
nursing homes, where
they’ve shared their musical dance talents with
residents who live there,
brightening the day of all
involved. They have been
greeters and have helped
out at The Interfaith Coun-

cil’s Thanksgiving Dinner
at the Monticello School
District. They have held
car washes, and participated in both The Alzheimer’s
Walk and The Walk for
Hunger. Currently, they
are each collecting items to
put together Thanksgiving
Food Baskets which will
go to the schools or to the
Federation for The Homeless.
“The Aktion Club has
provided an opportunity
for our adults to expand
their sense of community through participation
in monthly meetings and
community
activities,”
said Alyce Sherwood, Aktion Club Coordinator for
The Center for Discovery.
“They have developed
friendships with peers
from the other participating agencies and the supporting Kiwanis members.
Several of our adults have
cultivated their leadership
skills through the role of
elected positions in the Aktion Club.”

MAKER’S LAB
INTERN
IS EAGLE SCOUT

HURLEYVILLE FOR THE HOLIDAYS

The Hurleyville Arts Centre & Forestburgh Playhouse Present

A HOLIDAY JOURNEY

Spent Last Summer
in Hurleyville

WHITE
SULPHUR
SPRINGS – Joe Conway,
who spent the summer of
2018 working at the Hurleyville Maker’s Lab (since
renamed the Technology
Hub and Incubator), has
achieved the rank of Eagle
Scout. He was honored in
a special ceremony on November 24 at the White
Sulphur Springs Methodist
Church, which sponsors his
Boy Scout Troop Number
717.
In his remarks at the
conclusion of the ceremony,
Mr. Conway noted that he
had received a lot of assis-

tance in attaining the honor
and said that it is his goal to
help other members of his
Troop earn the Eagle Scout
designation.
Mr. Conway, 18, is a
graduate of Tri-Valley High
School, and a freshman Engineering student at SUNY
Orange in Middletown. He
is the son of Joseph and
Margaret Conway of Liberty. His father is an instructor at SUNY Delhi as well
as Assistant Scout Master of
Troop 717, and his mother
is a Registered Nurse at The
Center for Discovery

Home for the Holidays is a brand new musical featuring all new songs to celebrate the season. A young soldier
finishing her tour of duty is caught between enemy fire while on video chat with her father on her way home for
the holidays. Unaware of the potential danger, her family celebrates the season hoping for her safe return.
Home for the Holidays is a touching, heartwarming story of love, family, friendship and joy for all ages.

December 8 at 7:30pm & December 9th at 3:00pm
$25 advance tickets / $30 day of / $50 VIP tickets Saturday Only!
6:30 PM PRE-SHOW COCKTAIL PARTY!

Reserved Seating On The Balcony And First 5 Rows Only!

845-707-8047 - HURLEYVILLEARTSCENTRE.ORG/HOME-FOR-THE-HOLIDAYS

Santa
Is Coming To The
Hurleyville Arts Centre!
MAKE YOUR LIST AND WRITE YOUR LETTERS TO SANTA!
He will be here to meet you at

All Are e The Hurleyville Arts Centre
Welcom
on December 8th & 9th!
And
Parents and friends bring your own camera,
!
FREE
phone, or tablet to take your childs photo with Santa!

Saturday, December 8th - 12:00-4:00 | Sunday, December 9th - 4:30-7:00
HURLEYVILLEARTSCENTRE.ORG/SANTA-IS-COMING

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE
SPECIAL HOLIDAY SCREENING

NOVEMBER 30 & DECEMBER 1 | 7:30 PM
IN THE ARTS CENTRE CINEMA

GET TICKETS TODAY AT

HURLEYVILLEARTSCENTRE.ORG/ITS-A-WONDERFUL-LIFE
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them. These people are re- ferent teams for years. Julie dartboard in the county. Acally good, and it’s the kind and Ryan offered a short cording to Julie and Ryan,
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By Angelee Santillo

by John Conway

LOCH SHELDRAKE—
The 2018 season has already
produced a number of milestones for Coach Anthony
Ng’s SUNY Sullivan Gener-

als wrestling team.
On November 9, the Generals recorded a 33-15 home
victory over the Senators of
SUNY Ulster for the first
home dual meet win in the
program’s history. The tri-

Sophomore SUNY Sullivan 184-pounder Jhavon innocent (right)
tough tournaments so far this year.

New Gym, New Beginnings for Fallsburg Boys and Girls Basketball
by Angelica Rodriguez

FALLSBURG – This upcoming basketball season
for girls’ varsity basketball
will mean a fresh start with
a new young team. Coach
Daniel Redmond looks forward to a Class B Division 4
title for the fourth time with
returning captains Zariah
Williams and Amanda Zeno.
Although the team lost last
year’s star player, Diamond
Weeks, Coach Redmond has
faith in this year’s squad.
“The main goal for the season is to improve as a young
team each and every game,”
he said.
“The team will be very
different,” Coach Redmond
said. ” You can’t expect to replace a Diamond Weeks. But
on the other side, I do have
Amanda Zeno. She is a special player herself and I feel
comfortable leaving the team

in her hands.”
This year, Ms. Zeno anticipates reaching 1,000 points,
and she is only a junior. She
is currently at 823 points, and
Coach Redmond expects her
“to make her mark very early
in the season.”
The Fallsburg girls’ first
game will be at home on December 3, at 6 p.m. against
Rondout Valley. The district
will also dedicate its newly
renovated gymnasium prior
to the game.
The boys’ varsity basketball team will also start fresh
with a team largely made
up of juniors. This season
might be a struggle for them
because of the loss of a number of valuable and talented
players.
Coach Lionel White has
confidence in his new young
team.
“We have many talented
players coming up from the

KEVIN SMITH LEADING GENERALS MENS’ B-BALL
by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE –
The SUNY Sullivan Generals mens’ basketball team
has started the 2018 season
strong, ending November
with three straight wins and
an overall 6-3 mark. Although not ranked in the Top
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Kevin Smith

25 nationally in the latest NJCAA poll, the Generals did
receive some votes.
Kevin Smith and Tyiek
Rivers have led the Generals
offense in the early going, averaging 20.2 points per game.
Mr. Smith, a 6’2’sophomore
guard who played last season at Pace University, has
been amazingly consistent
this year, with a high game of
26 points in an 89-82 home
win against Dutchess County Community College on
November 20, and only one
game in which he did not hit
for at least 20, a 17 point effort in a losing cause against
Prince George’s in Maryland
on November 18.
Mr. Rivers, a 6’6 freshman
guard from Monsignor Scanlan High in Brooklyn, has averaged 13.2 points per game,
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Sophomore guard Kevin Smith (0) launches a shot at Paul Gerry
Fieldhouse.

including a high game of 30
points in the season opening
win against Cecil College on
November 11.
Freshman forward Darius
Lee is the other General averaging in double figures
scoring in 2018, tallying 12.4
points per game.
The Generals topped

the century mark in points
against
Columbia-Greene
Community College on November 27, recording a 11072 home win. Mr. Smith
played just 19 minutes in that
contest, but still managed to
score 21 points. Sophomore
guard James Conteh contributed 16 points, while Darvin

Lovett scored 13 and Darius
Lee 12.
The Generals followed
up that victory with an 8773 home win over Monroe
Community College on November 30. Mr. Smith hit for
24 in that game, with Arafat
Shaibu, one of last year’s
stars, contributing 20 points
along with 14 rebounds.
Sullivan was at home
against Rockland County
Community College on
Tuesday, December 4, and
travelled to Stone Ridge
to take on SUNY Ulster
on Thursday, December 6.
They next return home for a
match-up against Westchester on Thursday, December
13. Game time for that contest at Paul Gerry Fieldhouse
is 7 p.m.

Sullivan County.
“The point of the league is
to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the importance of supporting
local.”
Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts championship?
Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
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and
3rdInnocent
on a few(far
occasions,
Jhavon
left) finished in sixth place at 184-pounds at the highly competitive NYS Colthe
league
veteransat have
legiate
Championships
Cornell.
never won the whole thing!
“We usually make playoffs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a championship yet.”
They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this winter and that, although confident in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title.
In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhatintimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
PHOTO PROVIDED
down
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quiet
night,
take aChampionships
minute to
the NYS
Collegiate
at Cornell.
excuse yourself from the
friendly
conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something
you really enjoy. After losing 73-67 to ine led the way with 12
by Win Hadley
Montgomery
Commu- points in that contest.
LOCH SHELDRAKE
Sullivan followed that
– SUNY Sullivan’s Lady
win up with a resoundGenerals basketball team
ing 96-40 victory over
has started out its life as
Dutchess County Coma Division II team in a
munity College at home
strong fashion, winning
on November 20. Ms. Delsix of its first nine games.
aney scored 25 points.
Freshman guard Traynise
Strong rebounding has
Delaney has paced the
been one of the keys to
team in scoring, averaging
success for the Lady Gen20.2 points per contest.
erals in the early going,
Ms. Delaney, a 5’5”
with sophomore forward
product of Holcombe L
Jordan Meaurie Pickett,
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Rucker High School in the
and freshman front courtBronx, has shot better than Freshman Guard Traynise Del- ers Jade Walls and Jayda
50% from the field, and aney leads the Lady Generals in Allen all averaging nearly
scoring with 20.2 ppg.
recorded a season high 36
10 rebounds per game.
points in the Lady GenThe Sullivan women
erals most recent game, nity College of Maryland had three games on their
a 90-89 overtime loss to on the road on November schedule this week, with a
Lackawanna College on 17, despite 21 points from home game against RockNovember 30.
Ms. Delaney and 17 from land on Tuesday night,
The Sullivan women Jayda Allen, the Lady December 4, a road game
had won two in a row Generals defeated Prince against SUNY-Ulster on
going into the home con- George’s (Maryland) 52- Thursday, December 6,
test against Lackawanna, 40 despite Ms. Delaney and a contest against Conwhich had been resched- being held to 9 points in necticut-Avery Point on
uled from November 15. 21 minutes. Shatoya New- Saturday, December 8.

LADY GENERALS START STRONG
Guard Traynise Delaney Leads the Way

