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MORE THAN ONE MILLION IN FUNDING FOR THE CENTER FOR DISCOVERY
HARRIS – Following
months of tireless correspondence and advocacy on
behalf of the complex and
medically fragile residents
at The Center for Discovery to the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services (HHS), U.S. Representative Antonio Delgado
(NY-19) and U.S. Senator
Charles E. Schumer have
jointly announced that
they have successfully secured $1,009,580 in funding for The Center from the
CARES Act HHS Provider
Relief Fund. These funds
will support The Center’s
workers and patients in
their COVID-19 response
and allow The Center to
continue their vital health
care and education services
for Americans with special
needs.
“Our community ought to
be judged by how it treats

its most vulnerable populations and The Center for
Discovery is the gold standard in specialized care
for Americans with differing abilities. I am glad to
see The Center has finally
received urgently needed
federal funds that will allow them to continue to
provide invaluable care for
our communities. These
CARES Act funds will go a
long way to allow The Center to continue their important work and take needed
safety precautions to keep
their employees and residents safe from the coronavirus,” said Rep. Delgado.
“My office worked closely
with the Center and Senator Schumer to advocate
for these funds and while I
am glad to see these funds
distributed, these delays are
unacceptable. I will continue to demand transpar-

WE’VE MOVED
Main Street Continues to Evolve
by John Conway

HURLEYVILL – Shortly
after celebrating the fourth
anniversary of its initial
publication, The Hurleyville
Sentinel has moved. Effective July 9, the paper’s new
office is at 227 Main Street,
diagonally across the street
from its previous location.
The Sentinel replaces the
Hurleyville General Store,
which had earlier vacated its
space for its own move diagonally across the street to
the space previously occupied by the Hurleyville Market. The Market has been
closed for months due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, and
operators had decided not to
reopen it. Denise Lombardi,
owner of the General Store,
said she expects to eventually offer many of the same
items the Market had, in
addition to her usual lines,
although it may take some
time to incorporate them
into her operation.
Ms. Lombardi says she is
delighted to be in the larger,
brighter space, and looks
forward to continuing to be
a popular destination.
There has been no announcement as of press time
about the intended future
use of The Sentinel’s previ-

ous storefront.
These changes are part
of the ongoing evolution of
Hurleyville’s Main Street,
as construction nears completion on the addition to the
rear of the Hurleyville Performing Arts Centre, which
will house a new eatery and
catering facility, slated to
open in the early fall. Specific details about the exact
nature of that operation are
still unclear, but are expected to be made public soon.
Woodstone Development
was the designer and prime
contractor on the project.
With the gradual easing of
the months-long restrictions
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, construction has resumed in earnest on the new
building at 234 Main Street,
next to the Hurleyville Market. As of press time, exterior and interior framing
were nearly finished. Once
completed, the building will
include four retail spaces on
the ground floor, with eight
two-bedroom apartments on
two floors above. The owner
of the building is developer
Jeffrey Stevenson, and the
architect is Peter Cirillo of
Cirillo Architects, P.C. in
Middletown. Liam Construction is the prime contractor.
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The Hurleyville Sentinel office is now located at 227 Main Street

Senator Charles E. Schumer

Congressman Antonio Delgado
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ency and accountability in
funding for our health care
centers and most vulnerable populations across our
district.”
“From day one of this
pandemic, I have worked
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with The Center for Discovery to ensure they had
the federal resources necessary to continue providing high quality care for
their vulnerable patients
with complex disabilities,”

CHNA RESPONDS

Gan Eden Developers Submit
Scoping Document

HURLEYVILLE – The developers of the Gan Eden housing project proposed for the
old Columbia Hotel property
in Hurleyville have submitted
their draft scoping document to
the Town of Thompson Planning Board, and the Columbia
Hill Neighborhood Alliance
citizens group has submitted a
response.
The following are comments
were submitted by CHNA for
inclusion in the record at the
Gan Eden Project’s Scoping
Session before the Planning
Board on July 8.
Comprehensive Plan and Community Character
The Town of Thompson-Village of Monticello 1999 Joint
Comprehensive Plan embraces
a commitment to ensuring new
development meets a higher
standard which “reflects the
community’s commitment to
preserve its natural environment
and small town character” that
are desirable to residents and
visitors alike. The community
character of the immediate area

is rural and sparsely populated
and local residents have repeatedly expressed their desire that
it remain that way. This oversized project threatens to forever transform the community’s
way of life in all the ways that
the Joint Comprehensive Plan
sought to avoid. Any potential
benefits from the Project, such
as tax revenue, primarily accrue to the Town of Thompson;
while the majority of disadvantages, including well problems,
flooding, and traffic increase,
will be borne by the Town of
Fallsburg and, in particular,
the hamlet of Hurleyville. The
Final Scope should require a
comprehensive review of the
elements that make up the small
town community character of
this area and how a residential
development greater than the
population of Hurleyville will
permanently change that character.
Stormwater
Water and its respective sections in the applicant’s Full Environmental Assessment Form
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A draft plan of the proposed
Gan Eden housing project.

(FEAF) and eventual Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) constitute some of
the most concerning aspects of
this proposed development. The
scoping document fails to address the problem of storm water runoff from this site which
has plagued the downhill hamlet of Hurleyville for decades
despite there being no structures
or impervious surfaces on it at
present. Placing 89 large structures, a community center, playgrounds, tennis courts, thousands of paved parking spaces
and 2 miles of roads on the site
will only exacerbate that situation. The applicant’s contention
that the use of retention ponds
and vegetated swales will decrease the amount of such runoff fails to address the fact that
these measures already exist on
the site and have not diminished
the problem.
Wastewater Discharge
A substantial error in the
FEAF seems to be the repeated assertion that the Class B
Stream the developer plans on

discharging its treated wastewater into is “on site.” A review of
maps of the area clearly demonstrates this is not the case. In
fact, an engineer representing
Gan Eden Estates at a Thompson Planning Board meeting in
July, 2016 indicated that they
did yet not have a general discharge route for its Wastewater
Treatment Plant (WWTP). The
Town engineer expressed concern about obtaining an easement for that purpose and there
is nothing in the scoping document to reflect that an easement
has been obtained for that purpose. It is difficult to see how a
project of this scale can proceed
to obtain any of the numerous
permits and approvals needed,
while lacking this crucial component. The DEIS should determine whether an easement is
necessary and possible.
It is not clear as to the type of
WWTP the Project will utilize.
A large WWTP potentially will
have performance
Continued on page 2

said Senator Schumer. “After months of our tireless
advocacy, I’m happy to
announce alongside Congressman Delgado that The
Center has finally received
over $1 million owed to
them by the Provider Fund
I negotiated to include in
the CARES Act and Corona 3.5. Additionally, I was
happy to assist The Center
last week with their FEMA
public assistance application that was stuck in the
system for months and am
happy to report that they
can now unlock at least
$1.5 million in reimbursement for PPE, pandemic
housing, food supply, and
more to protect our most
vulnerable. I am proud to
continue my support for the
essential role carried out by
The Center for Discovery
as both a care provider and
the largest employer in Sul-

livan County, and I will not
rest until they have all the
federal resources they need
to continue their service for
all of Upstate New York.”
“These stimulus funds are
critical for The Center for
Discovery as we try and recoup the enormous expenses we have faced during
this devastating pandemic.
We are still early in this crisis and there is much more
to be done,” said Patrick
Dollard, the President and
CEO of The Center for Discovery. “Senator Schumer
and Congressman Delgado
have truly been our champions in this fight and we
are enormously grateful to
them. We know they will be
by our side as we continue
working with the federal
government to make sure
we have the resources we
need to help us protect the
most vulnerable.”

SUNY SULLIVAN
TRUSTEES ELECT
NEW CHAIR
LOCH SHELDRAKE
– SUNY Sullivan has
announced that Board
of Trustees member,
Dr. Nancy M. Hackett
has assumed the role of
Board Chair for the college. Hackett joined the
SUNY Sullivan Board of
Trustees in 2016, and succeeds Board Chair Steven
Drobysh, who stepped
down earlier this year.
“It’s an honor to serve
with such a professional
and experienced Board of
Trustees,” said Dr. Hackett.
“We look forward to
working together with
SUNY Sullivan administration, faculty and staff,
as well as the State of
New York, to provide the
best education possible
for this school year.”
Dr. Hackett possesses
extensive knowledge and
expertise with an educational background spanning 40 years to include

not only public schools,
but independent and community college faculty
and administrative positions. Specifically, in Sullivan County, Dr. Hackett
was the Superintendent
of Sullivan West Central School District for 6
years.
Dr. Hackett recently
received the National
School
Development
Council,
Cooperative
Leadership Award for
the 2018-2019 academic
year. She also received
the SUNY Sullivan Foundation award for Women
Who Make a Difference
in Education in 2019.
Dr. Hackett received a
B.A. from SUNY Brockport, an M.A. in Education from Buffalo State
College, a CAS degree
from SUNY Brockport,
and her Doctorate in Educational Leadership from
University of Rochester.

Dr. Nancy M. Hackett
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Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville
by Jane Harrison
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Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC
HONORS

C

ongratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School
Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State
Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Association (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition. Ms.
Barber and the award recipients are hard at work rehearsing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, December 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.
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PANDEMIC SPARKS INNOVATION
THINC Team Continues to Rise to the Occasion

by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – Necessity is the mother of
invention. The need for
protective equipment is
ever-increasing as regions
of the country reopen. The
demand for this equipment
has created opportunities for
businesses that may have
stalled during COVID shutdown.
Design and fabrication
companies that normally

produce automotive components are now marketing
desk accessories with antimicrobial protection and
touchless hand sanitizing
stations, in addition to social
distancing floor graphics
and disposable face shields.
Flexibility and adaptation
of production and work
flow have been the keys to
quickly producing personal
protective equipment in
response to the reopening
guidelines for schools from

state and federal agencies.
At THINC, the production
and work flow is focused on
protective barriers, both the
free-standing type and the
table divider, for seven different educational locations
at The Center for Discovery
(TCFD).
After consulting with educational leaders at TCFD to
choose from a number of
designs created by Design
and Fabrication Coordinator Mark McNamara, the

One of the custom table dividers designed and fabricated at THINC.

PHOTO BY MARK MCNAMARA

Uh-Oh…They’re Back!!
by Elaine Corrington

HURLEYVILLE – Many
moons ago, the Hurleyville
Ukulele Orchestra was
formed to play in a “Vaudeville in the Catskills” performance in the theater of
the Sullivan County Museum. There were a couple
of people who had sung or
played instruments in high
school, college, or professionally, but none had
performed with ukuleles.
A challenge had been put
forth by a person who always made a New Year’s
Resolution to do something
that was scary. The scary
thing in 2012 was supposed
to be to audition, not to win
a spot-- actually being chosen to be in the show was
not expected.
With the horrifying discovery of unexpected success came a very fast and
furious determination to
not have to do this performance alone. At the January meeting of the local
Hurleyville-Sullivan first
Renaissance group in the
Hurleyville Firehouse- the
reluctant winner tossed out
some ukuleles and a few
starter songs, and begged
the group to join in. And
they DID!! All of a sudden
it wasn’t scary- it was fun.
And, we decided to call
ourselves an Orchestra

PHOTO BY J. JAMES WALL

The Hurleyville Ukulele Orchestra has been practicing outdoors on Main Street.

(with full recognition of
just how un-orchestral we
were, for Pete’s sake). With
some breaks and trips already scheduled among the
Uker’s, we practiced when
we could and put together
a couple of songs we could
do. At the end of March, the
show went on. Audiences
seemed to have a great time
with the whole show (desserts helped!).
People came and went
over the years, and we
played at SNU monthly
and did shows here and
there. Then came the pandemic-- an awful reality
that allowed us to remember fondly the Hurleyville
of even six months ago-and wishes to recapture that
community where some-

thing so simple could be fun
and neighborly. Since April,
it was clear that we were not
going to be able to practice
and perform together for a
long time. In the middle of
July, we found that meeting
at the Fireman’s Park right
on Main Street allowed us
to wear masks and socially
distance ourselves and play
music- in the midst of cars
and trucks passing, pedestrians strolling by, occasional waves and honks,
and lots of laughing.
It has now become a tiny
revival in the middle of a
small hamlet. A revival that
welcomes people who want
to join in with something
new that celebrates something old!

THINC team is now elbow
deep in the fabrication and
installation of close to 200
table dividers. A significant
cost savings was realized
by making the dividers at
THINC rather than buying them from a fabrication
company that has shifted
gears to make protective
equipment.
The design that was chosen by administrators has
a unique modular system
that includes easy to use Cclamps that are tightened
securely to the table without
marring its surface. Clear
thermoplastic sheets are
cut to custom sizes and fit
like puzzle pieces into the
C-clamps creating a secure
barrier that can’t be knocked
down and has no sharp edges or visible fasteners. It is
adaptable to the popular U–
shaped tables used in many
TCFD classrooms. These tables seat up to four students
around a semi-circle with a
teacher sitting in the middle
and support staff nearby.
The primary parts of the
barrier are cut on a computer numeric controlled

(CNC) router, which is a
computer controlled cutting
machine that can perform
the tasks of many different
carpentry shop machines.
The CNC router produces
consistent, high quality parts
for any project, and has been
used for many THINC designs, including many of the
business signs seen on Hurleyville’s Main Street.
Standing barriers are
another necessity for the
reopening of TCFD classrooms. Much like a standing
sneeze guard, these barriers can be used to divide a
room, or simply to block
airborne germs and droplets.
Jason Kean, THINC Director of Innovation, found that
there were plenty of reasonably priced standing barriers to choose from, and
there was no cost advantage
in designing and building
the barriers in – house. The
problem to solve with ready
- made barriers is that they
can be easily knocked over,
or they have bases that create tripping hazards for students and staff. Adapting
or modifying the barriers

PHOTO BY MARK MCNAMARA

Table dividers are fabricated in different styles to fit different styles of tables.

to make them safer became
the design challenge. Custom rounded wooden bases
were designed and cut on
the CNC router, creating
more stability and reducing
tipping and tripping.
Empathizing and knowing the user’s needs is the

State Offering Assistance in Paying Rent
One-Time Only, But Can Help Up to Four Months
LIBERTY – Those renting their housing in Sullivan County and throughout
New York State may have a
portion of that rent covered
in response to the impacts
from coronavirus, under a
new program announced by
the State.
The NYS COVID Rent
Relief Program will provide
eligible households with a
one-time rental subsidy that
will be sent directly to the
household’s landlord. Applicants will not need to
repay this assistance. Applications will be accepted
through July 31, 2020. The
State will prioritize eligible
households with greatest
economic and social need,
accounting for income, rent
burden, percent of income
lost and risk of homelessness.
The rental assistance payment will cover the difference between the household’s rent burden on March
1, 2020 and the increase in
rent burden for the months
the household is applying

for assistance. Tenants can
apply for up to four months
in rental assistance.
Eligible households must
meet the following criteria:
• The housing unit must
be the tenant’s primary
home and located in
New York State.
• Before March 1, 2020
and at the time of application, household income must have been
below 80% of the area
median income, adjusted for household size. In
Sullivan County, the median income is:
o One-person household: $42,300
o Two-person household: $48,350
o Three-person household: $54,400
o Four-person household: $60,400
o Five-person household: $65,250
o Six-person household: $70,100
o Seven-person household: $74,900
o Eight-person house-

hold: $79,750
• Before March 1, 2020
and at the time of application, the household
must have been paying
more than 30% of gross
monthly income towards
rent. Gross income includes wages as well as
any cash grants, child
support, social security,
unemployment benefits,
etc.
• Applicants must have
lost income during the
period of April 1, 2020
to July 31, 2020.
(NOTE: If a tenant is receiving a Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher for
their housing costs or resides in public housing and
their rent cannot be more
than 30% of their income,
they are not eligible.)
For more information and
to apply, visit https://hcr.
ny.gov/RRP.

first step in design thinking
when creating a product or
solution to a problem. The
team at THINC, combined
with TCFD educators, are
extremely well versed in

knowledge about their students, always putting safety
first, and employing care
and concern as they move
to reopen their schools together.

Out Divine Corners Way
by Jonathan Shimkin

There’s something uncanny about hail in July.
I know the conditions for
hail are determined not
by the heat on the ground
but by the cold in the
clouds. Still, it feels like
a seasonal disorder when
chunks of ice drop from
the sky in mid-summer,
like one of those reversals
of nature in Shakespeare
that signal moral disorder
in the social realm.
This year hail came
early one July evening.
The sky was divided between a cloudless blue
to the north, and, to the
south, what looked like
an approaching wave – a
dark blue-green boiling
mass of clouds moving
fast and preceded by a
blast of cold air. Against
the clear north a perfect
rainbow appeared, colors sharply defined, the
complete arch visible.
There’d been no rain, so
currents of moisture from
the stormfront must have
already been circulating
in the upper atmosphere.
The wind was picking
up; the air was getting
colder; the light in the
sky dimming. We readied for rain, but it didn’t
rain. Instead, when the
cloud-wave reached us,
we heard loud clanking sounds as the precipitate hit the roof; stuff
was bouncing around
up there, peppering off
the roof and pelting the
porch, the garden, our
cars. I went out for a
look and picked a chunk
of ice off the ground fit
for a cocktail glass. The
weather advisory had upgraded their forecast from
“dime-sized” to “quartersized” hail. An ice pellet
less than 5 millimeters in
diameter is called “graupel” rather than hailstone.
This was not graupel.
The hail fell with a certain relentlessness, the
way troubles sometimes

do. Robert Johnson, the
Delta Blues master, seeking a natural emblem for
the feeling that so haunted him, found it in hail:
“I’ve got to keep movin’
/ I’ve got to keep movin’
/ Blues fallin’ down like
hail.” Hard things falling from above, with an
obduracy you can’t temper, no matter how far
and how fast you keep
moving: the very image
of the blues, as inescapable as the sorrows we’re
all heir to. Hail, like the
rain, falls on the just and
unjust alike.
When the storm finally
passed, a second rainbow,
just as big and brilliant,
appeared in the same
quarter of the sky as the
first. So the hailstorm fell
between these parentheses of rainbows, nature’s
gentler aspect enfolding
its fiercer – a reminder
that the natural world
contains multitudes, the
lovely as well as the calamitous. Too exclusive
a focus on the lovely
risks sentimentality over
nature, a sentimentality
that curdles into kitsch;
too narrow a focus on
nature’s ferocity risks fatalism, stirring up doubts
about the benevolent
stewardship of the universe that can veer into
nihilism. A due appreciation of nature demands a
degree of nuance, a type
of bifocal vision, that is a
challenge to sustain.
When, the following
day, the experience of the
storm was shared with an
acquaintance in Liberty,
his comment was: “Hail?
What hail?” The ice, it
turned out, had been a
very local affair, one of
Divine Corners’ microclimactic events. So Liberty got a pass, while my
neighbor, working outside when the storm arrived, got bonked on the
head with sufficient force
to raise a welt.
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From the Firehouse
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Fire Academy is just now
opening on a scaled down
version. Classes that were
started in March and then
had to be postponed are
now restarted so those
firefighters can finish
them. That is what is also
happening at the Sullivan
County Training facility. The postponed classes
have resumed at this time.
We will only be able to offer seven essential classes
for the foreseeable future.

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!
• I have seen way too many
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic failure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
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fire. are
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Hurleyville has had to
cancel the Morningside
Fishing Classic and the
Bill Carlson Golf Classic.
Many of the County Parades around us have been
cancelled, as well. This
year’s Sullivan County
Firemen’s parade in White
Lake is also in jeopardy. A
decision will be made on
that parade soon.
Many of the fire department fund raisers such as
Chicken Bar-B-Qs have
been cancelled along with
pancake breakfasts. Some
departments have resorted

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!
• Space heaters (electric or
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bedding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe distance from all combustible
Refer through
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for recombreakfast
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ner.
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not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will produce deadly CO.
• I have seen people plug
power strips into power
strips with multiple extension cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will overheat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described
above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in responding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO deGRAPHIC PROVIDED
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may
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Civil Air Patrol Cadet Earns Earhart Award

High School Notes from
the Announcer
Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing forward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots. Immediately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0. At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring ability and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

ARE YOU READY ?

Fires can be prevented.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.
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Breaks Ankle When Pet
Dog Trips her

A few easy steps can save your life!
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PATRIOTS ARE BORN Part II

In Part One of our story, we were introduced to
young brothers Andrew
and Morgan Worth, timber rafters who lived along
the Delaware River. It was
May of 1775, and they
were preparing to take a
raft of timber to Philadelphia when they were
paid a late night visit by
Alexander McDougall, a
New York State politician,
who asks them for a ride
to Philadelphia on their
raft. Revealing himself to
be a long time seaman, he
offers to pay for the ride
and to help with the raft.
He also reveals that there
are men pursuing him. We
now pick up the story…
I could see right away
that Morgan was not happy
with my decision to allow

McDougall to hitch a ride
downriver on our raft, and I
knew my little brother was
not one to hold his tongue
for very long when he had
something to say.
“Look, Andrew, we’ve
got a tough trip ahead of us,”
he finally said. “Do you really want to be responsible
for someone who’s never
been on a raft before? And
besides, he just told us he is
being chased by someone,
and he hasn’t really said
why. Does this mean they
are going to be chasing us?
I don’t think we need that
kind of trouble.”
I wanted to tell Morgan
that we could really use the
money, since we had no
idea when we might be able
to take another raft downriver, but McDougall piped

PHILOSOPHICALLY ALIGNED
WITH IMPREFECTION
by Elaine Corrington

There are certain things
in life that have to be
perfect: foods, clothing,
gardens, exercise routine,
dancing, clean windows
and floors, art projects,
make-up, hairdo, shoes,
underwear drawer, closet
organization, friendships,
work projects, weird
philosophies (a personal
one).
Over the last couple of
months, the pandemic has
caused us to accept the
reality of an imperfect
present- and possibly an
imperfect future. With
all the changes in family
dynamics, work realities,
social interactions, access
to needs and wants from
stores, our view of our
health, communities with
very limited access areas,
and… OH YES…loss of
half of the face of every
human being who wants
to do what is necessary to
keep you well and alive,
we no longer have all the
tools we need to achieve
perfection as we once
perceived it.
We have to define what
is acceptable and can
bring us joy-- and we have
the opportunity to think
about the downside of
perfection. We also need
to look at how we define
perfection and imperfection in those around us.
But what is the downside of perfection?
Is it linked to our personal goals and joy, or to
another person or other
people who observe our
actions and judge our
personal worth? Who put
these ideas in our heads?
Can other thoughts and
actions-- and access to
tools and ideas we would
have rejected as being
beneath us-- result in a
life we value, share, and
possibly laugh at with an
intensity we have not experienced for years? Perfection is nice when we
see it-- if we like it.
There will be many who
do not share that view of
the “new you,” and who
will pity the joyous new
you while cursing themselves and blaming others
when the same life shortages you chose to adapt to
are ruining their lives.
Different tasting foods
(yum!?). Wild cloth-

ing combinations (and
what are you saving your
“good” clothes for when
there are very few special occasions?). Unique
and funny gardens with
hidden “treasures” for
kids to find (not a perfect garden that the eyes
stop seeing as you pass
it many times). Strange
exercise routines (perfect
movement is NOT your
exercise style!). Dancing
(yes weird moves CAN
make everybody laugh
and clap- especially with
music you love. Clean
windows and floors (uh,
no-excuse zone?). Art
projects (use the word
“modern”) and all colors,
tools, and styles are bragable for your wonderfully snotty new image
of your art talent. Makeup (can’t see it anyway).
Hairdo (as long as you
can still see past the hair
on your forehead). Shoes
that are wild with what
you are wearing (25
years old???). Organized
underwear drawer (really?). Closet organization (how about tossing
or giving away?). Friendships – stay connected in
any way you can- laugh,
aid, share. Work (redefine
and create new ways to
do or change your work
based on the new needs).
Weird philosophies are all
yours- if they don’t hurt
anyone and they bring
you joy, embrace them.
Can it be that there are
some pandemic giftsgifts we did not want,
but gifts that allow us to
match our new reality
with some positive and
joyous choices? We can
always go back to our old
choices if and when it is
possible, or we just might
have found that at least
some of the new choices
have rewards that we value keeping in our lives.
I have had the title of
this article cut out on metal- and the spelling was
an intentional choice- not
an editing mistake:
Philosophically
Aligned with Imprefection
I also had another metal
sign made which shows
where my mind has come:
Perfection is Exclusive.
Imperfection is Inclusive.
Which is Better?

up before I could formulate
an answer.
“You don’t want trouble?” he said loudly. “Then
you’d better leave this continent, because what is happening now is going to be
more trouble than you can
possibly imagine, and for a
long, long time.”
“How about letting us in
on just what it is that you’re
talking about?” Morgan retorted, clearly not backing
down.
“Calm down, Morgan.” I
interjected, but McDougall
was quick with an answer.
“As I told you, fighting
has already started in Massachusetts, at Lexington
and Concord, and it is likely
to get much worse before it
gets better. Congress will
be assembling in Philadelphia in a few days, and I intend to be there to urge our
New York representatives
to push for total independence.”
“Independence from England?” Morgan asked. “Are
you serious?”
“Have you ever heard of
the Sons of Liberty?” McDougall asked.
In our travels to Philadelphia over the past few years,
we had heard of the agitators for separation from
England who called them-

PHOTO PROVIDED

“You don’t want trouble?” McDougall said loudly. “Then
you’d better leave this continent, because what is happening now is going to be more trouble than you can possibly
imagine, and for a long, long time.”

selves the Sons of Liberty,
had heard Charles Thomson
speak to small gatherings in
the city, and had even met
some of the men who were
members, but I wasn’t sure
we should admit that to McDougall. But as usual, Morgan was much less cautious.
“Of course we’ve heard
of them,” he said. “We even
know some.”
I found myself shaking my
head, almost imperceptibly,
as much for my own benefit as for Morgan’s, and I

FROM THE
FALLSBURG
LIBRARY
by Kelly Wells & Amanda Letohic

WE’RE BACK!! (sorta)
We hope that this finds
you and your families well
as we continue to navigate
this crazy, ever changing world. Although the
COVID-19 pandemic has
made us shut our physical
doors, we have continued
to provide services online
through the OverDrive and
Libby apps, Rosetta Stone
Language Online Software, and dozens of other
databases – all FREE with
your library card! Our summer reading program has
gone virtual this year too,
so be sure to download the
ReadSquared App today,
and start tracking yours
and your children’s summer reading. But, if you’re
like so many of us – you’re
probably feeling some
‘screen fatigue’ which we
can happily help you with
also!
The Fallsburg Library
is offering curbside services, and has been for about
1 ½ months. You can go
into our online catalog to
request materials (though
please note it will be limited to ‘C Route’ items only
– which you’ll notice in the
drop down menu), email
us at fbr@rcls.org, or call
845-436-6067, we’ll pull
what is available for you,
check it out to you, set up
an appointment for you to
come pick up the materials, and run those materials out to you when you

arrive at the Library! You
can also email us items that
you might need printed off,
or set up an appointment to
come and have materials
copied and/or faxed. While
receiving curbside services,
we just ask that you wear a
mask, as we’ll be wearing
ours.
For the little ones this
summer, we have also been
doing weekly craft kits,
with tutorials being posted
weekly on our Facebook
page. Call or email Miss
Amanda at aletohic@rcls.
org to reserve your craft
kits today! We do have a
limited supply from previous weeks, so reach out today!
And finally, the Library
is finalizing plans to resume
limited, in building use of
the Library – all of which
will be done on an appointment only basis. You can
call, email, check our website, www.fallsburglibrary.
org, or follow us on social
media for the most up to
date information. Although
we likely won’t be able to
be your ‘hang out’ spot for
some time, we are here and
eager to help you with your
information needs in whatever way we can! Thank
you for your continued understanding and support as
we move forward through
these unchartered waters.
We hope you continue to
be well and we hope to see
you soon!

wasn’t sure he even noticed.
“I’m going to trust you,
and admit that I was one of
the organizers in New York
City, where it is a fairly unpopular group,” McDougall
said.
“Is that why people are
chasing you?’
“Yes,” McDougall confided. “There are men who
would do almost anything
to keep me from reaching
Philadelphia. As I told you,
they almost caught me sev-

eral miles back, but I was
able to elude them by sliding down a steep embankment to a rushing creek
below. I’m telling you this
because if you allow me
to ride down river on your
raft, you could be in danger,
too.”
“We cut and raft timber
for a living,” Morgan said
defiantly. “We don’t back
down from danger.”
He looked at me for the
first time during the discussion, apparently seeking my
agreement.
“Like I said before, McDougall. If you can pay, you
can ride. Getting the raft
to Philadelphia is always
a challenge, I don’t think
whoever is following you
will be too much trouble.”
“I admire your spirit,”
McDougall said, addressing
both of us. “We need more
good men like you to join
our cause.”
“We didn’t say anything
about joining any cause,” I
advised. “We’re not choosing up sides, we’re just giving you a ride.”
“And you’re paying us
for it,” Morgan added.
“True enough,” McDougall said, smiling. “But remember, I was told about
you boys by some of your
neighbors. From what I
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have heard, you are not
Loyalists. That’s one of the
reasons I am here.”
“Truth is, we are not
much of anything,” I said.
“We like living our lives
on our own terms, without
anyone telling us what we
have to do. But we’ve spent
enough time in Philadelphia
the past few years to know
very well what’s going on
there.”
I saw Morgan suppress a
yawn, and realized how late
it was. We had plans to be
on the river as soon as dawn
broke in the morning, and
we needed to be at our best,
so I suggested we all get
some sleep.
“Do you think one of
us should stand guard?”
Morgan asked. “I mean, if
people are after him, they
might pay us a visit.”
“That’s probably not
a bad idea,” McDougall
said. “I could take the first
watch.”
“No, I will,” Morgan
said emphatically, hoisting
his musket. “You get some
sleep; dawn will be here before you know it.”
I noticed that Boson
decided to keep Morgan
company while he acted
as sentry, and I tried to fall
asleep, but thoughts of the
trip and what we might be

getting ourselves into by offering to help McDougall
kept me awake. Eventually,
I began mentally checking
off things we typically did
before heading downriver,
such as packing food into
our buckets, drawing fresh
water from the well, shuttering the house, and soon
I was sleeping, although fitfully.
It seemed as if I had been
sleeping for just a few minutes when Morgan shook
me awake.
“It’s your turn to keep
watch, brother,” he said
wearily.
And so I did.
Rafting timber to Philadelphia was the first great
industry in the upper Delaware region, beginning in
1764, but because of the
mounting tensions and
open hostilities, it largely
ceased when the Revolutionary War broke out. Our
fictional brothers, Andrew
and Morgan Worth, along
with their big black dog,
Boson, and a passenger,
real life historical figure
Alexander
McDougall,
launch their raft for Philadelphia in the next chapter
of Patriots Are Born. Don’t
miss it in the September
edition of The Hurleyville
Sentinel.

STUFF-THE-BUS FOOD DRIVE COLLECTS
FOOD AND FUNDS
Nearly $7000 and 4500 pounds of food donated

GOSHEN – “Hunger
doesn’t take a holiday”
has become the moto for
iHeartMedia’s
bi-annual
Stuff-the-Bus food drive,
now in its 23rd year. This
year, in the wake of the pandemic, issues of hunger and
food insecurity are growing
daily, making the Summer
Stuff-the-Bus food drive
more important than ever to
feed hungry neighbors.
Thanks to the generous
support of Stop & Shop customers at three store locations, approximately 4500
pounds of non-perishable
food and $3,569 in cash
donations was collected by
iHeartMedia radio personalities greeting shoppers
as they entered the store.
In addition, iHeartMedia’s
Virtual Stuff-the-Bus online
fundraiser, hosted in April,
resulted in $3,245 in cash
donations.
“Most years, the Summer Stuff-the-Bus drive
helps restock food pantries
around the time school lets
out and the need surges because students no longer receive breakfast and lunch at
school,” said Chuck Benfer,
iHeartMedia Market President and founder of the
long-running drive. “This
year, COVID-19 made the
need even greater. With

PHOTO PROVIDED

Cynthia Hernandez-Gonzalez, Catholic Charities Sullivan
County Regional Supervisor, packed a van with non-perishable food donations to deliver to Sullivan County.

kids out of school and many
parents out of work for so
many months, families began turning to food pantries
for assistance earlier and
more frequently than ever
before and inventories were
depleted quickly. We are
incredibly grateful to the
many shoppers and donors
who gave so generously to
Stuff-the-Bus,” added Benfer.
Buses donated by Gallagher Bus Service/Leprechaun Lines were loaded
with contributions of nonperishable food items collected by radio personalities
from iHeartMedia stations
Country 107.3 WRWD,
Q92, Z93, 96.1 KISSFM,
and News Radio 1450 1370

98.5 WKIP, staff, and volunteers at three Stop &
Shop locations. Other event
supporters included Mental
Health America of Dutchess
County, The John Flowers
Foundation, and the Claudio Cares Foundation.
The donations were
shared with food pantries
in Sullivan, Orange, Ulster,
and Dutchess Counties.
More than 150,000 pounds

of food have been collected and distributed through
Stuff-the-Bus since Catholic Charities began partnering with iHeartMedia in
2015.
“Catholic Charities is
blessed to be the beneficiary of iHeartMedia’s Stuffthe-Bus event,” said Hector
Morell, Director of Catholic
Charities Social and Human
Services. “We are grateful
for this wonderful partnership and the donors who
give so generously to help
their neighbors who are
struggling. We are stronger
together.”
Those in need of emergency food assistance
should contact Catholic
Charities for additional information:
Sullivan
County:
(845)794-8080, Ext 2870
Ulster
County:
(845)340-9170, Ext 3000
Or contact the Regional Helpline at CCOSUhelpline@cccsos.org.
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ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

Y

By Angelee Santillo

LATHAM, NY – The
Officers of the New York
State Public High School
Athletic
Association
(NYSPHSAA), voted to
delay the official start date
of the Fall 2020 sports season, cancel the Fall 2020
Regional and State Championships and prepare to
implement a condensed
season schedule in January
2021 if high school sports
remain prohibited throughout 2020 due to COVID-19.
This decision comes at the
recommendation of the
NYSPHSAA COVID-19
Task Force.
“As the state considers
reopening, it is unrealistic

to believe athletic seasons
can start on August 24th as
originally scheduled,” said
Paul Harrica, NYSPHSAA
President. “The priority
will continue to be on the
educational process and a
return to learning in the safest way possible.”
The NYSPHSAA Officers’ decision includes:
• Delay Fall sports start
date until Monday, September 21st (NYSPHSAA
PAUSE)
• Cancel Fall Regional
and State Championship
events
• Waive seven-day practice rule
• Maintain current prac-
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huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hurleyville’s own Shawn McCarthy
of
Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s family business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
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Max Carey was already 77 years old
that summer. He had
retired from baseball
in 1929 with a .285
career average after
playing 20 years as
an outfielder with the
Pittsburg Pirates and
the Brooklyn Robins.
Lou Haneles was a
minor league player
and manager in the
1930s and ‘40s, and
one of the few lefthanded catchers to ever
play professionally. His
managerial career included a short stint with the
Walden Hummingbirds in
nearby Orange County in
1946. He also owned that
ball club for a time.

FIVE GENERALS HONORED

Named to NJCAA Academic All-America Team
by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE –
Five SUNY Sullivan student
athletes have been named to
the 2019-2020 Academic
All-America team by the
National Junior College
Athletic Association.
Christina Martinez, a native of Hurleyville who
graduated from Liberty High
School, is a sophomore at
Sullivan. She was named to
the Academic All-America
second team. Ms. Martinez
was a member of the Sullivan volleyball team, and
was voted Most Improved
Player on the squad in 2019,
while also being named to
the All-Region XV Sportsmanship Team
Anwinita Stasilli was also
named to the Academic All-

American second team. Ms.
Stasilli is a sophomore and
resident of Sullivan County. She competed for the
Generals in cross country.
Lindsey Rau, a freshman
from Livingston Manor,
who was a member of the
Lady Generals basketball
program, was named to the
Academic All-America second team.
Alexander Ouellette, a
freshman and international
student-athlete from Canada, was named to the Academic All-America second
team, as well. He plays for
the Generals baseball team.
Anas Samir, a freshman
and international studentathlete from France was
named to the Academic AllAmerica third team. He is

BASEBALL CAMP
FEATURED HALL OF FAMERS
by John Conway

LOCH
SHELDRAKE – Back in
the summer of 1967,
local boys ages eight
to 19 were given the
opportunity to hone
their baseball skills
with instruction from
a couple of all-time
greats.
Bob Feller and Max
Carey, both members of the Baseball
Hall of Fame, were
featured instructors
at the Hall of Fame
Baseball School and
Camp in Loch Sheldrake that summer.
The camp was run
by former professional baseball players Lou Haneles and
Nick Rhabe, who ran
the Ft. Lauderdale Baseball
School and Camp in Florida
during the winter months.
There were other instructors that summer, including
brief appearances by several major leaguers, but Feller
and Carey were the most renowned. The camp offered

Bob Feller

instruction in all phases
of the game, conducted in
two four-week sessions
throughout the summer in
three different age brackets,
8-12, 13-15, and 16-19 year
olds.
Bob Feller had an 18-year

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ulster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sullivan County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a different participating bar for
competitive play.
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about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has participated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season.
She is joined by her husband, Ryan, a fellow teammate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of different teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a competitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves.
The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Players are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
NC –based
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“Our greatest focus is and
always has been providing
the best opportunities for our
student-athletes,” Dr. Christopher Parker, NJCAA President & CEO, said. “Through
a unified effort from our
Presidential Advisory Council, the Board of Regents,
and leadership staff, our most

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, detecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
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something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been playing ever since.”
Everything
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through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. According to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most recent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
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who’ve thrown darts for
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The most recent plan of action shifts all close-contact
fall sports to the spring semester. These sports include
football, men’s and women’s
soccer, and court volleyball.
The NJCAA cross country
championships for all three
divisions and half marathon
championships will remain
as their originally scheduled
dates in the fall, as will Divi-

Sullivan County.
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local businesses,”
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“We usually make playoffs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a championship yet.”
They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this winter and that, although confident in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title.
In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhatintimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
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bowling and men’s and
women’s indoor track and
field will be held at the beginning of March.
Spring sports competition
remains intact with minor
adjustments to dates. These

tially early April. Girls Tennis moved to Season III.
Season III (Spring
Sports)
Dates: Apr. 5-Jun. 12
(Week 40-49) 10 Weeks
*Note: tentative dates
Sports: baseball, softball,
golf (girls & boys), lacrosse
(girls & boys), tennis (girls
& boys), outdoor track &
field (girls & boys), Unified
basketball.
The NYSPHSAA Officers have the ability to
adjust seasons with the authority granted within the
NYSPHSAA Constitution
which states: “Article IV,
2: A committee of officers
in consultation with the
staff shall have the authority to act on all matters not
provided for in this constitution and bylaws, and on
such emergency business as
may arise between regular
meetings of the Executive
Committee.”

In an effort to assist
schools in complying with
recently released NYSDOH
guidance, the NYSPHSAA
COVID-19 Task Force is
supportive of the use of
the ezSCRN application.
The ezSCRN application
provides a unique online
tool for schools to utilize if
screening is part of their reopening plan as it complies
with New York state and
national restrictions and
guidelines (i.e. Ed 2D Law,
etc.). The EzScrn application allows a school or team
to easily screen, trace and
track students/ staff and immediately notify school administrators and health care
officials of anyone exhibits
COVID-19 symptoms.
A full report, including
meeting minutes, will be
released later this week.
The next meeting of the
COVID-19 Task Force has
not been determined.

Sullivan’s DePew
National
Chairman
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NJCAA ANNOUNCES NEW SPORTS GUIDELINES
SUNY Sullivan Among Schools Impacted
sports include baseball, softball, beach volleyball, men’s
and women’s golf, men’s and
women’s lacrosse, track and
field, and men’s and women’s tennis.
Along with the adjustments to competition season
and championship dates, the
NJCAA has provided information as it relates to scrimmage and practice dates and
allowances in the fall.
Championship dates are
subject to change based on
championship facility availability.
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Christopher D. DePew

LOCH SHELDRAKE -The NJCAA announced that
SUNY Sullivan’s Dean of
Student Development Services/Director of Athletics,
Christopher D. DePew, has
been named as the 2020-21
NJCAA Division II National
Basketball Committee Chairman.
Mr. DePew will be responsible for the oversight of NJCAA Division II Basketball
across the country including
the NJCAA National Championship [in Danville, IL],
National Polls, and the selection of Division II All-American teams.
Mr. DePew previously held
the same position for NJCAA
Division III Men’s Basketball, from 2014-2018. He has
also served as the President
of the NJCAA National Basketball Coaches Association
both in 2018 and in 2019.
Mr. DePew is currently a
NJCAA Region XV National
Board of Regents Representative and the Region XV Director for Men’s Sports.
He previously served as
Men’s Basketball Coach for
the SUNY Sullivan Generals from 2001-2007; making
4 National Championship
Tournament appearances, finishing as the National runnerup in 2001 & 2002, and winning an undefeated National
Championship in 2007.

