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INCREASEDBASKETBALL
AND NOT IMPAIRED
STATE GRANT TO TOWN OF FALLSBURG
FOR RAIL TRAIL EXPANSION

HURLEYVILLE – State
Senator Jen Metzger was
in Hurleyville last month,
joining local leaders, Sullivan Renaissance, and The
Center for Discovery, to
announce a $200,000 State
and Municipal Facilities
Capital (SAM) grant secured by her office for the
Sullivan O&W Rail Trail
Expansion Project in South
Fallsburg.
The funding will help the
Town acquire needed properties beneath and adjacent
to the rail bed, enabling trail
development and expanded
access to the Neversink
River, and contributing to
over 13 miles of continuous
trails.
Once finalized, the new

acquisition would provide
an almost continuous trail
from Ferndale to the Neversink River at Woodridge,
including the Fallsburg tunnel.
“I worked on rail trail development in my community when I served in local
government, and I’ve seen
the kind of transformative impact it can have on
the local economy and on
community quality of life,”
Senator Metzger said. “Rail
trails are accessible to everyone, regardless of age or
ability, and are truly a benefit to the whole community.
These trails are also a magnet for tourism, bringing
visitors to our downtowns
and to our local businesses.

COLUMBIA HILL
SCHOOLHOUSE
FEATURED
New Book by
Henry and Gordon MacAdam
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE
–
Two years ago, the old
one-room schoolhouse
at the top of Columbia
Hill in Hurleyville was
memorialized with a
historic marker. Now,
the school—and the 19
others whose histories
have been uncovered
and chronicled by a
small group of volunteers formed specifically to tell the stories of
the Town of Thompson
schools—is featured in a
book about the project.
The four-year old
project was initiated by
brothers Henry and Gordon MacAdam, and they
are listed as the authors
of the book, which can
be obtained by mail order or from Kristt-Kelly
Office Systems in Monticello. The book costs
$50 over the counter, or
$60 including postage if
ordered by mail.
Entitled “One Room
Schools of the Town
of Thompson c1818
- c1960,” the book is
intended to serve as a
companion piece to the
group’s website: https://
oneroomschoolsthompsonny.com.
According to Paul
Lounsbury, a Hurleyville
native whose family
owned the Columbia Hill
schoolhouse, and who
provided most of the
information about the
school, the book “tells
the
behind-the-scenes
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story of the project, and
how it all came about.”
“There are many very
interesting articles, documents, and photos of
every aspect of the One
Room School experience,” Mr. Lounsbury
said.
“It is a wonderful souvenir for your family, for
those interested in learning and preserving our
local history, and especially if your family lived
in the Town of Thompson,” he adds.
Mr. Lounsbury says the
book culminates the third
part of the schoolhouse
project, following phase
one, which entailed the
research and funding
necessary to obtain and
erect 20 historic markers at the locations of the
schools, and phase two,
which was the creation of
the website.
“It has been a wonderful experience for me
to have been part of the
team that accomplished
this historical project,”
he said.
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Gathered in Hurleyville to celebrate the extension of the rail trail were (left to right) Woodridge Mayor Joan Collins, The
Center for Discovery Vice President Richard Humleker, State Senator Jen Metzger, Fallsburg Supervisor Steve Vegliante,
County Legislator Luis Alvarez, and Sullivan Renaissance Executive Director Denise Frangipane.

I am thrilled to be able to
help support the expansion
of Sullivan County’s rail
trail, and applaud the collaborative efforts of towns,
the County, and community
partners like Sullivan Renaissance and The Center
for Discovery to create a
continuous rail trail through
Sullivan communities.”
Fallsburg
Supervisor
Steve Vegliante added, “I
am proud to stand next to
the Senator today, and welcome her help in rebuilding
this trail system throughout
our Town. Senator Metzger
has consistently put the

people of this Town and her
entire Senate District first,
and with this help we will
be completing a trail system
of over 13 miles, linking
our hamlets and offering
much needed outdoor recreation. This project would
not be possible without her
commitment to our Town.”
Sullivan County Legislator Luis Alvarez, who represents District Six, which
includes Hurleyville, was
also on hand for the event.
“Thank you so much
for what you do for Sullivan County,” Mr. Alvarez
said to Senator Metzger, “I

was very fortunate to have
worked for 35 years for the
Sheriff’s Department because it gave me the ability, the knowledge, and the
understanding of what Sullivan County really looks
like. I’ve always seen the
beauty of Sullivan County,
and people come to Sullivan specifically to experience its beauty. It’s magnificent what we’re doing
here—opening this to the
people of Sullivan County–
to people from outside. This
trail has a lot of history.”
Sullivan
Renaissance
Executive Director Denise

Frangipane spoke about the
effectiveness of the partnerships that have made the
various rail trail projects in
the county a reality.
“The trailheads and the
areas of trail are as unique
as each of the hamlets they
touch on,” Ms. Frangipane
said. “We need the public,
private, and community
partnership to make it succeed. Sullivan Renaissance
has been involved and
we’re committed to staying
involved. We’ll be there for
any crossing or station that
we can possibly be supportive of, and look forward to

MOVE SULLIVAN EXPANDING ROUTES
Fares Now in Effect

MONTICELLO – Move
Sullivan, Sullivan County’s year-old public transportation system, is about
to take the next step forward.
“Thanks to the support of
this Legislature, Move Sullivan buses have continued
running throughout the
pandemic, and I’m pleased
to announce that, starting
November 2, the routes
will be expanded to meet
public demand,” County
Manager Josh Potosek explained.

“In addition to realignments of some existing
stops to better serve riders, Move Sullivan buses
will now travel into Sleepy
Hollow Apartments in the
Village of Monticello, visit
Crystal Run Healthcare in
Rock Hill, run to the Liberty Market grocery store and
Achieve Rehab and Nursing Facility in the Village
of Liberty, swing by the
Woodbourne traffic light,
and stop at Green Avenue
in the heart of the Village
of Woodridge,” said Com-

munity Resources Commissioner Laura Quigley,
who oversees the program.
As long intended, Move
Sullivan buses will also institute a $2-per-trip fare on
November 2, with threetrip ticket booklets selling
for $5. Tickets (available
on the bus and at the Sullivan County Treasurer’s
Office in the Government
Center) must be purchased
in cash, exact change only.
Transfers between buses will be allowed at no
charge, so long as riders

obtain a free transfer ticket
from drivers.
“My fellow legislators
and I remain committed to
ensuring local commuters,
shoppers and students have
a way to get where they’re
going even if they have
no vehicle of their own,”
Legislature
Chairman
Robert A. Doherty said.
“This service is vital to our
economy, and I’m intent on
strengthening and expanding our middle-class workforce through important
initiatives like this.”

enjoying the trails together.”
“We are so grateful for
Senator Metzger’s efforts
to secure a $200,000 grant
for the Town of Fallsburg’s
Sullivan O&W Rail Trail
Expansion Project,” Patrick
H. Dollard, President and
CEO of The Center for Discovery said in a statement.
“For more than a decade,
The Center for Discovery
has been leading a comprehensive effort to reimagine
what it means to be a fully
inclusive and sustainable
community in Hurleyville.
Thanks to major partnerships with local government, the Open Space Institute, SUNY Sullivan,
Sullivan Renaissance, and
a number of individuals
and private foundations, we
have been able to transform
Hurleyville into a viable,
fully integrated Main Street
that includes new business
ventures and recreational
opportunities. The Rail
Trail is a signature component of the hamlet’s – and
the region’s – revitalization, and we couldn’t be
more grateful for Senator
Metzger’s unwavering support.”
Village of Woodridge
Mayor Joan Collins also attended the presentation, and
expressed appreciation for
the financial help in furthering the village’s ongoing

effort to build and improve
the rail trail system.
“The Village of Woodridge is thrilled to see the
progression of the improvements to the O & W Rail
Trail, a project we have
been working on with the
Town of Fallsburg for many
years,” Ms. Collins said.
“We appreciate Senator
Metzger’s attention to and
support of this project that
enhances our community
and is an asset to our residents.”
[About our headline: Before, after and during his
presidency, Teddy Roosevelt was a great champion
of nature and of the natural beauty of our nation.
He pioneered the preservation of that beauty and
was well known as a proponent of conservation. He
famously wrote: “There is
a delight in the hardy life
of the open. There are no
words that can tell the hidden spirit of the wilderness
that can reveal its mystery, its melancholy and its
charm. The nation behaves
well if it treats the natural
resources as assets which
it must turn over to the
next generation increased
and not impaired in value.
Conservation means development as much as it does
protection.”]

Time and the Valleys
Offers Virtual Program
Events Leading to Attack on
Pearl Harbor the Subject

GRAHAMSVILLE – The
public is invited to join the
Time and the Valleys Museum for an on-line virtual
program: “Events that Led
to the Japanese Attack on
Pearl Harbor” on Sunday,
November 15, at 2 p.m.
Military historian Charles
Breiner will discuss Japan’s
relationship with the United
States, starting with Commodore Mathew Perry’s
visit to Japan in 1853 up until the war with the United
States began on December
7, 1941. Topics include Japanese transformation from a
feudal system to a modern
industrialized military power, the first Sino-Japanese
War, the Russo-Japanese
War, the Japanese seizure
of Manchuria in 1931, the
Second Sino-Japanese War,
and an explanation of how
President Roosevelt maneuvered Japan into going to
war with the United States.
Admission is FREE and
virtual attendance is EASY.
Just email the Museum at
info@timeandthevalleysmuseum.org to register,

and you will receive a reply
email invitation with information on how to log in
for the talk. Please call 845
985-7700 or email info@
timeandthevalleysmuseum.
org for more information.
Time and the Valleys
Museum is located at 332
Main Street (St. Rt. 55)
in Grahamsville, Sullivan
County. Adults admission
is a suggested donation of
$5, Children under 16 $2,
and children under six are
free. Town of Neversink
and Town of Denning residents receive free admission
every Thursday. As a Blue
Star Museum, the Museum
offers free admission to active duty military members
and up to five family members. For more information
call 845 985-7700, e-mail
info@timeandthevalleysmuseum.org or visit www.
timeandthevalleysmuseum.
org. Groups, camps and
schools are always welcome
- Guided tours are conducted for groups of 15 to 100
people throughout the year.
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A water spout can become a tornado and create devastation
over land.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC
HONORS

C

ongratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School
Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State
Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Association (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition. Ms.
Barber and the award recipients are hard at work rehearsing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, December 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.
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BRUNO APPOINTED GENERAL MANAGER
OF WJFF RADIO CATSKILL
JEFFERSONVILLE-WJFF Radio Catskill’s
Board of Trustees has
named Tim Bruno the station’s new general manager.
Tim had served as interim
general manager since September, and as assistant
general manager since early
this year.
“We’re delighted to have
found someone with Tim’s
extraordinary abilities and
experience to run our station,” says Thane Peterson, president of Radio
Catskill’s Board of Trustees. “We see tremendous
opportunities developing
for the station over the next
couple of years. Tim knows
WJFF inside out and cares
passionately about its suc-

cess. He has already made
very significant contributions to our station.”
During Mr. Bruno’s short
tenure as a WJFF employee,
he has worked with program
director Jason Dole to dramatically expand and improve WJFF’s local public
affairs programming, with a
robust schedule of community interviews and public
service announcements, to
help local residents grapple
with the COVID-19 pandemic. This new focus has
won numerous plaudits
from the station’s listeners
and volunteers.
Mr. Bruno plans to build
on this success by further
expanding local news coverage. His top priority,

though, is to complete the
station’s move to a new,
state-of-the-art facility in
the town of Liberty.
“My big goal is to get
us to Liberty by next year
so the station can have the
studio and facilities it needs
to meet our programming
and community outreach
goals,” he says.
Mr. Bruno’s ties to WJFF
and local community run
deep. He is a longtime volunteer who, for several
years, has produced the
station’s
community-focused “Radio Chatskill”
Saturday morning show. He
also served on the Board
of Trustees, most recently
as vice president. He and
his husband, Lee Hartwell,

Tim Bruno

DISTRICT SIX LEGISLATOR ON NATIONAL COMMITTEE
Mr. Alvarez Appointed to National Health Policy Steering Committee

LIBERTY – Sullivan
County Legislator Luis Alvarez, who represents District Six, which includes
Hurleyville,
has
been
named to another committee of the National Association of Counties (NACo).
NACo President Gary W.
Moore recently notified Mr.
Alvarez of his appointment
to the national advocacy organization’s Health Policy
Steering Committee.
“The expertise and engagement of our steering
committee members like
you is a major reason why
Congress and federal agencies often look to NACo for
feedback on legislative policy decisions being made
in Washington, DC,” Mr.
Moore wrote. “This nomi-

nation to a NACo steering
committee also presents a
great opportunity to share
with and learn from your
county colleagues.”
Mr. Alvarez currently sits
on NACo’s Health Steering Subcommittee (as Vice
Chair of Medicaid and Indigent Care), Healthy Counties Initiative Advisory
Board, Large Urban County
Caucus Steering Committee, Programs and Services
Standing Committee, Rural Action Caucus Steering
Committee, Veterans and
Military Services Committee, and Immigration Reform Task Force.
He previously served as
vice chair of NACo’s Law
Enforcement Subcommittee, and began participat-

PHOTO PROVIDED

Legislator Luis Alvarez

ing with the organization in
2017, when he was Chair of
the Sullivan County Legislature.
“I strongly believe in
NACo’s mission and am
proud to represent Sullivan
County on its committees,

which have national influence,” Mr. Alvarez related.
“I remain committed to my
constituents as their legislator, but it’s important to
recognize that we’re part of
a larger system of government that constantly needs
review and improvement.”
NACo strives to unite
America’s 3,069 county
governments. Founded in
1935, the nonprofit brings
county officials together
to advocate with a collective voice on national
policy, exchange ideas and
build new leadership skills,
pursue
transformational
county solutions, enrich the
public’s understanding of
county government and exercise exemplary leadership
in public service.

PHOTO PROVIDED

The Fallsburg Lions made a donation to support Hurleyville firefighter Jim Kaufman while he waits for a life-saving
kidney transplant. Please call Miranda Behan at 845-434-3808 or 845-701-9292 for information on how to help. Pictured are (left to right): Vickie Kaufman, Lillian Ayala, Mariah Kaufman, Jim Kaufman, Miranda Behan, NYS Senator Jen
Metzger, Patricia Behan-Gibson, Hailey Behan-Gibson, George Gibson and Tony Harvey.
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are well-known figures
in and around the Callicoon business community,
where Mr. Hartwell owned
an antiques business for
many years. Mr. Bruno has
a notable resume as a producer and media executive
at NBC News, Viacom and
HSN.
Mr. Bruno says the new
job is a return to his first
love.
“Growing up in Indianapolis,” he recalls, “I was fortunate that my high school
had its own radio station.
Basically, we were broadcasting to the parking lot,
but that led to a part-time
job with a commercial radio station while I was still
in high school, and I had

LOCAL AUTHOR TO
DEBUT NEW THRILLER
by John Conway

LIBERTY – Author and
Sullivan County resident
Gray Basnight, whose 2018
thriller, “Flight of the Fox,”
was partially set in the town
of Bethel, will launch his
latest book on December
3 at the Liberty Public Library.
The new thriller, entitled
“Madness of the Q” will
again feature the hero from
Mr. Basnight’s “Flight of
the Fox,” college mathematics professor Sam Teagarden.
“Professor Sam Teagarden returns this December
in “Madness of the Q,”
where the letter Q is not
about QAnon, but it is provocative…” the book’s
publicity states. “The story
kicks off when an ancient
biblical parchment is unearthed at an archeological dig in Israel, which sets
off fanatical religious turmoil across the globe. It’s
a roller-coaster page-turner
with a theme ripped from
the headlines—and ripped
from theological history.”
Mr. Basnight says the
inspiration for the book
came from “two personal
experiences: an audio lecture on the theory about
a missing source for the
biblical books of Matthew
and Luke, first postulated

PHOTO PROVIDED

Gray Basnight

by a 19th Century German
scholar, and named The
Quelle (German for the
word ‘source’), and having
written far too many news
stories about faith-based
bloodshed during my years
in broadcast news.”
Prior to his career writing
fiction, Mr. Basnight spent
nearly 30 years in journalism.
The program at the Liberty Public Library will be
the national debut of the
new book. It begins at 3:30
p.m. and will include a limited number of in-person
spots as well as unlimited
ZOOM participation. More
information can be obtained from the library by
emailing lib@rcls.org.
Books will be available
for sale at the library during
the week leading up to the
event, and can be pre-ordered now at Amazon.com.

a part-time radio job all
through college. It allowed
me to avoid flipping burgers to make ends meet, and
I found that I really love radio.”
WJFF Radio Catskill is
a member-supported National Public Radio station
based in Jeffersonville,
NY, with a satellite studio
in Honesdale, PA, and has
been serving the Catskills,
Upper Delaware Valley and
Mid-Hudson region of New
York and Northeast Penn-

sylvania since 1990. Its
programming is an eclectic mix of local music and
public affairs, along with
national and international
programming from providers that include NPR, BBC,
American Public Media
and Pacifica.
Nearly 100 volunteers
produce local shows, cover
board shifts and assist with
events, maintenance and
other non-broadcast functions.

Out Divine Corners Way
by Jonathan Shimkin

For the first time in several summers we didn’t
plant corn in the garden,
so a few days after the
autumn equinox I went
to a local farmstand and
bought a sheaf of cornstalks. These were bigger and heavier than our
home-grown crop - professional cornstalks. It
took a bit of grappling
with stalks and twine, and
the better part of a morning, to get them tied to our
porch posts. I placed an
uncarved pumpkin at the
base of each post to complete the tableau.
This is an autumn rite I
relish, yet this year it was
mixed with an uncommon sense of urgency, an
impulse to turn from the
bleakness of the contemporary scene and connect
to a rhythm deeper and
steadier than the disquieting fibrillations of our nation’s public life. I wanted
to touch the pulse of the
perennial, and found it in
this old custom.
Corn, pumpkin, squash,
melon, apples: fruits of
the season, emblems of
harvest, representatives
of a natural round as old
as agriculture, a cycle that
surpasses and subdues
our twitchy 24/7 news
cycle. The celebration of
harvest emerges out of
ancient themes – fertility,
death, regeneration – that
humanity shares, at root,
with the plants and the
crops. Traditional folklore and balladry knew
this well and sang of it in
songs like “John Barleycorn” (the life of a stalk
of cereal grain figured as a
human life) and “Barbara
Allen” (the fate of starcrossed lovers figured as
plant life, with rose and
briar growing from the
lovers’ graves).
“Folk music is just based
on myth,” Bob Dylan once
said, “it comes about from
legends, Bibles, plagues,
and it revolves around
vegetables and death and
all kinds of things like
that which are nothing but
mystery and you can see
it in all the songs: roses

growing out of people’s
brains, and lovers who are
really geese, and swans
that turn into angels, and
seven years of this and
eight years of that and it’s
all really something that
nobody can really touch.”
It was precisely that
“something that nobody
can really touch” that I
was looking to touch by
means of the ritual with
the cornstalks – something contained in, and
conveyed through, custom. When, during the
course of the day, I pause
to look at the symbolic
fronds and gourds adorning the entrance to our
cottage, I feel an intimation of traditional wisdom
that harkens back to mythic, and not historical, time,
a wisdom that serves as a
necessary balance to the
wild gyrations of our current national moment, in
which things fall apart and
the center does not hold
and the very flaring of the
autumn colors takes on an
ironic cast, so wide is the
gap between the perennial
and the contemporary.
Perhaps it’s in those
forms of custom and
art, based on myth and
mystery, that the gap is
bridged. “In custom and
in ceremony /Are innocence and beauty born…”
– when Yeats wrote his
prayer for his daughter,
he wished for her a life
rooted in custom. I understand now a bit better
what he meant. Custom
is a conduit for a timeless
wisdom, and all the more
precious these days, when
one feels a wisdom deficit of staggering proportions, when detachment
is not enough to maintain
steadiness and one needs
some shoring up, just as
the cornstalks need twine
to stay upright. So I turn
to my yearly rite as a
source of consolation and
continuity, with its links
to cycles of time beyond
our measure, and I turn
towards home, at the end
of the day: the cornstalks
wave in the wind as daylight fades, and the pumpkins glow in the dusk as if
lit from within.
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From the Firehouse
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Inspect your portable at least a couple of fires
heaters for worn or broken a year from fryers falling
over. Put you fryer on a
parts.
Make sure you have the level, noncombustible surcorrect fuel for your por- face. Not inside or on your
table heating device and back deck.
Happy Thanksgiving.
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From the files of...

While strolling along the Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
highway on Monday with Reynolds, was announced.
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THE SHOW MUST GO ON

Sgt. Dominic O’Neil

PHOTO PROVIDED

HURLEYVILLE FIREFIGHTER
GETS ARMY PROMOTION

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.
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theSurat.
Announcer
Chris
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Liberty High School in 2016. His grandparents are John
from start to finish, the
O’Neil and the late Anne Reed.
Roscoe quintet rang up its

first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing forward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots. Immediately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0. At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring ability and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary
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A few easy steps can save your life!

November 1, 1916
Submission
of Propositions

x

nice appearance from the
outside.

Have a service person inspect
and clean your chimney , wood
stove or furnace each year.

Farmers, Attention!

Use a metal or glass fireplace
screen to keep sparks from
hereby given hitting nearby carpets or
to an applica- furniture.
x

Notice is
that pursuant
x Keep kindling, paper, and décor
tion made therefore as prescribed by Section 48 of the away from fireplaces and
Town Law, which applica- wood stoves.
tion was filed in the office xofNever use gas or lighter fluid to
the Town Clerk of the Town start a fireplace or wood stove.
of Fallsburg on the 22nd day
x Burn only seasoned wood.
of September, 1916, the following propositions will be The 1917 Grant Six
submitted to be votedRemember
upon
by ballot at a special town and the directors for the first
and therechimneys year
are the
one Marvin
meeting Fireplaces
duly called
are number
as follows;
fore at the source
respective
polling
of home
heating
equipment
Gardner
andfires.
Sadie Gardner
places of the town to be held of Hurleyville and Milton
on Tuesday, November 7, Gardner of Loch Sheldrake.
1916, to wit:
I. T. McNally of HurProposition No 1
leyville has secured the
Shall the Town of Falls- agency for the Grant Six.
burg acquire a site and con- Come in and look over the
struct a suitable building 1917 model. Immediate dethereon for the purpose of livery. Let us tell you more
housing its highway machin- about it. There is nothing
ery, tools and implements that can be compared with it
for a sum not to exceed one for anywhere near the price
thousand dollars.
of $825.
Proposition No. 2
To the public, I wish to
Shall the Town of Falls- announce to my friends, paburg purchase on the most trons and general public that
favorable terms a steamroll- I am moving my grocery
er.
business from its present loLester W Kaune, Town cation to the new and larger
Clerk
quarters in the Slausen builddaynext
evening,
January
15.
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news.
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pipe
used
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Local
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Items
she was going to take her
to water the greens. The vacation and was going
deep
Thethree
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meetinggash
of cut
the to her sister’s, Mrs. David
into
leg
muscles
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nar- Fraser’s near Monticello
Midland Grange will be held
rowly escaped
severing
an and would return Thursday
Friday
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this week.
artery.
Dr. Ralph
Breakeyreof night. Wednesday afternoon
All
members
are urgently
Monticello
treated
the
quested to be present.
she came to town with two
wound,
which required
The corporation
“M. E. young men in an automotwelve stitches
close.
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Inc.” oftoHurleyville
bile and going to Mrs. E. G.
has been chartered by the Ratcliff’s. Mrs. Ratcliff was
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Pub- asked if Miss Lulu Terwilsecretary
of statetotothe
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lic
an insurance agency. The liger, who was employed
The public
is $4,000,
cordiallyconin- there, could go with them
capital
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vited to
attend ofthe
official
sisting
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$100
each to a party and Mrs. Ratcliff
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO

consented. The next we hear
of them is when Mrs. McNally received a letter Saturday noon from Hilda saying
that “by the time you receive
this Lulu and I will be married to Edo Porter and Fred
Eltz and will be in Johnston
City, N.Y.”
The Murray Electrical Co.,
has set poles and run wires
up the hill to Lawyer Baker’s
residence.
Brenner’s new feed mill is
nearly ready to commence
operations and makes a very

Novogradsky, Davis, Lachowitz, and Balbirer. For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacobson, Walter and Knapp will

Do not spoil yours and
your fellow farmers’ interest
by selling milk to shippers
at present. We do not ship
to New York. We pay $2.15
per hundred for 3.6 milk
for October. We pay 3c for
each one tenth of a percent
above 3.6 and deduct 3c for
each point below. We pay
twice a month. We will pay
the League’s prices as soon
as shippers will be forced
to sign with the Dairymen’s
League.
We sympathize with the
great work of the Dairymen’s
League. We are a co-operative, organized by farmers
for the benefit of farmers. We
will do our utmost to help the
farmers gain their rights. Do
not dump your milk; bring
it to the co-operative Jewish Farmers Creamery, Hurleyville.

be ready for action. This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.

PHOTO PROVIDED

NYS Senator Jen Metzger presented Behan’s Garage &
Towing of Main Street, Hurleyville with the New York
State Senate 2020 Empire Award on October 15. The
award was presented in “recognition of outstanding
contributions and dedication to the growth, prosperity and betterment of their community and New York
State.” Pictured are (left to right): Miranda Behan, Senator Metzger, Peder Behan, Peder Behan, Jr. and Patricia Behan-Gibson.
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PATRIOTS ARE BORN PART V

It is May of 1775, and
our young brothers, Andrew and Morgan Worth,
their big black dog, Boson,
and a passenger, wealthy
statesman Alexander McDougall, have taken a raft
of timber down the Delaware River to Philadelphia,
where McDougall is hoping to persuade New York’s
representatives to the Continental Congress to vote
in favor of independence.
Ambushed by a group of
men who are trying to arrest McDougall as a traitor, the group has just been
saved by the appearance of
two Native Americans, Ben
Shanks and Canope. We
rejoin them now as they resume their raft trip…
We decided not to spend
the night on land, and instead said goodbye to Ben
Shanks and Canope and, in
the dark, put the raft back
in the water. With Boson’s
help we pulled it back out
into the eddy and got it
moving again, very slowly at first, and then, as we
gradually moved beyond
the stillness of the eddy,
picking up speed.
We decided that one of us
at a time would get some
sleep while the other two
manned the fore and aft
oars. We fastened two of
our lanterns to the front of
the raft to provide us with a
little visibility, and tried to
keep the raft under control.
While it was obvious that
McDougall had never been

on a timber raft before, he
learned quickly, and it was
easy to see that he had once
been a seaman. He was also
a fascinating storyteller,
and while Morgan slept, he
kept me entertained with a
steady flow of narratives
about his time as a commander of small vessels in
the French and Indian War,
and more recently as the
owner of his own merchant
ship, the Schuyler.
He talked of the fascinating episode of his life when
he had been jailed by the
Royal Governor of New
York for publishing critical
articles about the government in his newspaper.
McDougall had made the
most of his time in prison,
and had become somewhat
of a celebrity while serving
his time, actually entertaining guests—dozens at a
time-- and making his case
whenever possible for freedom for the colonies. He refused to renounce his views
on the abuses of power of
the British government,
and was only released from
prison when the Royal Governor who had ordered him
jailed had been replaced.
He was a persuasive
speaker, and by the time
we had reached Philadelphia three days later, both
Morgan and I had become
quite taken with him, and
furthermore, we both began
to look forward to hearing
him expound on his political views, particularly his

by Elaine Corrington

We have all had experience with the effects of
illness. You can probably
easily name a dozen different sicknesses you have
had in your lifetime. Some
were little-- the itches, the
sniffles, the loud burps followed by throwing up, fever, aches and pains-- even
when you can’t remember
doing anything to cause
them. A few of you have
had far more serious bouts
with diseases that did not
leave quickly and completely. Some people are

never able to reverse the
evil progression of symptoms and complications.
And yet, you always hear
about people who still find
joy in a complex and painful path created for them by
so many different factors.
DIS. EASE.
Now we are in the middle
of a pandemic of proportions nobody living has
ever experienced. We worry
about loved ones as much as
we worry about ourselves,
and that seems natural. We
worry about people who refuse to worry about us and
our loved ones. We worry

McDougall handed the boys a stack of cards to distribute.

notion about freedom and
why independence from
England was so important.
His arguments seemed
sound to us.
He told us that our taking
timber to Philadelphia was
critical to the fight for independence.
“Make no mistake about
it, we are already at war
with England,” he told us.
“And it is going to be a long
struggle. If we are to stand
a chance in that struggle we
need a well-trained fleet of
ships as well as an army.

And Philadelphia is where
those ships must be built!”
He told us we were both
patriots, whether we intended to be or not.
“Like it or not, you have
joined in the fight,” he said,
and Morgan and I quietly
agreed that we were beginning to like it.
When we arrived in Philadelphia, McDougall insisted
upon paying us for the trip.
After we had delivered the
timber to the ship yard and
secured our payment, he accompanied us to a nearby

about people nearby and far
away. It is harder and harder
to imagine anyone who is,
has been, or will be experiencing joy. This is not a
complex and painful path.
It is a single road around
the entire planet, and we are
all on that road. And we are
getting ready for THANKSGIVING???
In October, we had a
couple of very dull days.
Fog and clouds obliterated
details that would make it a
nice change of pace to get

out and exercise, do some
art, get the yard ready for
the coming winter. Shopping?? Too dangerous.
Tired of reading and no
nearby library or friends
with the same reading taste.
Tired of constant responsibilities to neighborhood and
family. Tired of a messy
house or tired from organizing the home to a fare-theewell. Tired of politics. Even
tired of the ballooning internet options available to us.
I have had constant

and let your creativity fly!
If you are not yet comfortable with visiting the Library, that’s okay, too. Your
library card gives you access
to thousands of e-books, eaudiobooks, e-magazines,
and e-videos through the
OverDrive and/or Libby
apps…all without having
to leave your home! You
also get access to the Rosetta Stone Learning Language Online Software and
to Consumer Reports Online Database – perfect for
holiday shopping! Contact
us today for assistance with
accessing any of these fantastic e-resources.
No library card? No
problem! Just give us a call
or send us an email, and
we’ll let you know what
we need from you to get a
card set up. For a Fallsburg
Library card you must live
within the Fallsburg Central
School District – if you do
not and you are unsure of
what library is your “home”

thoughts about my youthful
writing days. No typewriters, no electric typewriters.
No computers (that could
erase and change ANYTHING). No colors. No
pictures. You had to find
and read references in your
local hamlet or town.
And I thought about the
pencil, the greatest invention for communication in
those days. You could write.
You could read. You could
cross out, or even erase if
you were lucky enough to

have an eraser! You could
go back and underline. You
could make words BIG!
They were yellow, with
orange erasers. You could
buy one for a penny. For
a nickel, you could get a
sharpener for the point. Decades later, the pencil comes
in many forms, some even
luxurious and expensive.
So, I went to my desk and
ignored every object on it
that was more communicative, handy, multi-functional, and I organized my pen-

An original Short Story by John Conway

paring to leave, he excused
himself from the group with
which he had been conversing, and walked over to us.
“The way I understand
it, you boys generally walk
back to your home, is that
right?” he asked, and we
nodded. “I would like to
make you a proposition,
then. I will put you up for tonight in the finest hotel, taking care of every expense, if
only you will agree to hand
these out and to talk up the
cause of independence every chance you get on the
return trip.” He handed me
a stack of printed cards.
“Well, thank you, but we
couldn’t possibly stay in a
hotel,” Morgan said, catching a glimpse of the cards.
“Nonsense!” McDougall
said emphatically. “I owe
you two my life. It is the
least I can do.”
“I meant because we have
Boson,” Morgan added.
“What would we do with
him? Probably best if we
just started back so we can
get out of the city and set up
camp before dark.”
“I’ll hear of nothing of the
sort!” McDougall insisted.
“I know most of the good
hotels in this city, and I will
find you one where Boson
is welcome. That’s a promise.”
“If you can deliver on that
promise, we’ll take your
offer and we will shout the
call for independence from
the rooftops,” I said. “We’ll
make sure everyone has one

cils. I admired them from
the original yellow and
orange to the brightly gold
and silver patterned fancy
ones. I realized that I loved
all of the versions of the
pencil even more when they
were organized. I picked
up—yes, as you might have
guessed-- an original yellow and orange, and wrote
this article…on a lined pad
of paper. I printed big and
little, thick and thin, capitalized important words,
crossed out and erased, and
drew a couple of bad pictures, and I underlined.
It was JOY in the middle

of your cards from here to
Cushetunk!”
And so Morgan and I and
our big black dog spent the
night in one of the city’s finest hotels, compliments of
Alexander McDougall. He
even met us the following
morning for breakfast.
“I have a busy day today,
trying to convince the New
York delegates to get behind independence,” he told
us. “I fear it is going to be
a hard sell, but eventually
I am sure they will see the
light.”
“If anyone can convince
them of the wisdom of declaring independence it is
you, Alexander,” Morgan
told him as we parted company. “Just tell them what
you told us during the trip,
and remember to add the
final argument, it is sure to
work.”
“The final argument?” he
asked.
“When all else fails, just
tell them to ‘Join us, or
die!’”
That concludes our story,
“Patriots Are Born.” Although Andrew and Morgan Worth are fictional
characters, several of those
featured in the story—Alexander McDougall, Ben
Shanks, Canope, and Robert Land—were actual
historical figures. Watch
for another exciting piece
of serialized fiction in the
next edition of The Hurleyville Sentinel.

of a pandemic, even while
still worried about everybody on the planet, at least
until I realized I would have
to type it on my computer to
submit it for editing for this
edition of the paper. But I
learned something valuable
in the process: Joy is available to us.
Thanks Giving is still
available to us- even if it is
for a darned stupid reason.
Find yours in the appreciation and Thanks you recognize and can smile about
and share; and the Giving
we can all manage this year.

FCSD Wellness Team Stays Active at BCES

by Kelly Wells & Amanda Letohic

given time. We also are still
offering curbside services
for hold pick-ups, copies,
faxes, and printing services
(just email whatever you
need printed to fbr@rcls.
org, we’ll print it for you
and bring it out when you
arrive).
In October we began to
offer a monthly take home
craft kit for kids and adults.
We’re very excited to inform
you, that due to popular demand, we will now be offering take home craft kits for
kids and adults every two
weeks (or 2x/month).
Follow us on Facebook
or Instagram, or contact
Miss Amanda at aletohic@
rcls.org or 845-436-6067
ext. 102, to find out when the
next kits are available. Each
kit comes with written instructions, or you can check
out our Facebook page for
a video tutorial from Miss
Amanda. These are simple
crafts, perfect for you or the
kiddos to relieve some stress

“These two fine young
men have already made an
immeasurable contribution
to the fight,’ he said. “In
many ways they remind
me of a young man I met
a couple of years ago from
whom I think you will be
hearing much in the years to
come. His name is Alexander Hamilton, and like these
two men he is extremely
bright and committed to the
struggle.”
McDougall paid for our
food and drink, and when
he saw that we were pre-

JOY AND THANKSGIVING

FROM THE FALLSBURG LIBRARY

November is the time of
year when we all normally
reflect on what we are thankful for and extend thanks to
our Veterans. Although this
year has been unlike any
other year, and COVID-19
has really turned our world
topsy-turvy, we still urge
you to take some time and
reflect on the people and
things that you are thankful
for this year.
We’re thankful to still be
able to offer Library services to you all, albeit in a very
different manner than we
have all been accustomed
to. Although we cannot yet
welcome you to come in and
hang out for an extended period of time, we are offering
in-building use in 30-minute increments per person/
per day. We STRONGLY
encourage you to make an
appointment ahead of time
in order to use a computer or
to browse, as we have limits
on the amount of people allowed in the building at any

tavern to procure some food
and drink before we began
the journey home, much of
which would be on foot.
Once inside the tavern he
was gregarious, and before
long was holding court,
talking of independence
and of the atrocities the
King and Parliament had
been perpetrating upon the
colonies. He found a willing audience, and the crowd
in the tavern cheered his every word. At one point, he
introduced Morgan and I to
the crowd.

Page 5

library, give us a call and we
can direct you to the right
library.
Stay up to date with the
latest library updates by following our Facebook page
or visiting our website,
www.fallsburglibrary.org.
As always, thank you for
continued support and patience. We wouldn’t be able
to do what we do without
your support. On behalf of
the Board and Staff of the
Fallsburg Library, we wish
you and your families a very
happy healthy holiday season. Stay thankful for the
little things and be well!

FALLSBURG – The
Fallsburg Central School
District Wellness Committee has been busy this
fall semester while classes
are being held remotely.
Under the outstanding
leadership of Director of
Physical Education and
Athletics Suzanne Lendzian, the Committee has
been meeting monthly online and creating an active
agenda of good health and
well-being events.
On Thursday, October
15, Ms. Lendzian met
with eight members of
the group to paint at the
Pre-K and Kindergarten
playground adjacent to

Wellness Committee members Bee Moser (left) and SueAnn Boyd (right).

the wing of Benjamin Cosor Elementary School
(BCES) that houses these
classes. Two members,
SueAnn Boyd and Bee
Moser, are from Cornell
Cooperative
Extension
(CCE). They provided
stencils through funding
by a grant from Creating Healthy Schools and
Communities to increase
outdoor physical activity. NYS Department of
Health funds this effort.
Ms.
Lendzian
met

SueAnn and Bee with
an SUV filled with paint
brushes, rollers, and paint
provided by the Wellness
Committee. The event began at 12:30 p.m. on a very
sunny and warm afternoon
conducive to painting. The
large plastic stencils had
creative designs with an
array of playful serpents, a
hopscotch game, and others to encourage skipping,
jumping and running. As
one of the painters said,
she could envision the lit-

PHOTO PROVIDED

tle children playing. The
gleam in her eye was saying that she wanted to be
one of those kids.
Ms. Lendzian acknowledged all the participants—Dr. Aleta Lymon,
Dara Smith, Vanessa Marsilio, Veronica Serrano,
Ilene Wizwer and Larry
Schafman that joined
SueAnn and Bee and
thanked them for giving
the playground “a brighter, happier, more inviting
vibe.”
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ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

Y

By Angelee Santillo

ou can walk into almost any full-serby John Conway
and DePew is confident tremely vice
hardbar
andinhad
sucSullivan
that the “pause” won’t dis- cessful
academic
semesCounty and scan the room
LOCH SHELDRAKE – rupt the momentum the ters
to prepare
for what dart
we
to find
an electronic
SUNY Sullivan Athletic program has built.
thought,
at
the
time,
would
machine hidden in the corDirector Chris DePew
“Both programs had just be
lateorAugust
nerabyreturn
a poolintable
standsays the school’s athletic completed historic runs to for
new year.
In late
July,
inga alone
in full
view.
If
teams have been able to the College’s first ever NJ- the
NJCAA
made
the
deciyou’re an average patron,
retain most of their schol- CAA DII Scholarship-lev- sion
thatsometimes
all sports you’ve
(Fall,
perhaps
arship athletes throughout el District Championships Winter
& Spring)
would
got a few
extra bucks
on
the COVID pandemic and and were within hours of be
the Spring
2021
youheld
andindecide
to give
it a
should be able to hit the leaving for their respec- semester,
shot, slidingwhich
singles though
into the
ground running whenever tive National Champion- expected,
feeder and was
marveling
at the
a blow
to
bright
screen
over
the
many
intercollegiate sports re- ship Tournaments when our
progress with recruitoptions
game play.
sume. That is, as long as we were forced to close ment
and for
retention.
do
the current “pause” does our residence hall and What’s
“I am cricket
proud togot
saytothat
with darts,theanyway?
You
not extend too long.
switch to remote learn- through
extremely
likelywork
shootofaround
for a litFor example, the Gener- ing at the college due to hard
my coaching
tle
while,
about
half
of rethe
als’ basketball teams-- both the COVID-19 outbreak,” staff, we were able to
soft-tip
missiles
actually
men’s and women’s—en- Mr. DePew said in an ex- tain 95% of our expected
sticking, the class
othersfor
strewn
joyed phenomenal success clusive interview with The recruitment
the
upon
the
ground
where
they
in their first year compet- Hurleyville Sentinel.
fall and have nearly 200
fell after bouncing
off the
ing in the National Junior
“That was tough on our potential
student/athletes
board.
Then,
your
food
arCollege Athletic Associa- student/athletes, but they currently enrolled in our
rives
at
the
table,
or
there
tion’s Division II in 2019, were resilient, worked ex- predominantly
remote
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostalCOVID Doesn’t Stop Everything
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements.
But have you ever stayed
to watch those people behind you—the ones who actually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but instead throw them with precision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chartSENTINEL FILE PHOTO
SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
looking
Coach Ashley Weintraub
Coach Anthony
Ng board in front of
them. These people are reby John Conway
Ashley Weintraub, who field
will start
as the
planned
ally good,
and it’s
kind
coaches men’s and wom- next
semester.
of skill
one can only attain
LOCH
SHELDRAKE en’s cross-country and track bySullivan’s
playing a head
wholewrestling
lot.
Are people
reallyNgplaying
– Although campuses are & field at the college, says coach
Anthony
says
darts communicating
often enough nowamostly deserted and prac- technology has made stay- that
with
dayswrestlers
to becomeand
that providgood at
tice courts and wrestling ing in touch easier, but it his
it?
rooms are quiet, coaches cannot replace practice and ing motivation has enabled
Astoit keep
turnsthe
out,
darts are
at SUNY Sullivan have not competition for keeping him
majority
of
huge ininthe
Sullivan
County,
been idle during the pan- athletes sharp.
them
fold despite
the
and it’s
all thanks to Hurdemic. Without the thrill of
“It has been an adjustment lack
of competition.
leyville’s
owntoShawn
Mccompetition to keep athletes for our athletes,” Weintraub
“It’s tough
keep them
Carthy
of
Catskill
motivated, staying in close says. “At this time, most of motivated to keep up acaAmusements.
Shawn’s
famcontact in the absence of our programs are virtual, demically
when
they don’t
ily business
is well-known
daily practices has become with the exception of a few have
the incentive
of matchfor
supplying
critical, coaches say, and classes. Our cross-country es and tournamentshigh-end
to look
amusements
and
gaming
has challenged them to be season was postponed for forward
to,” he
says.
“But
machines
throughout
innovative and assertive in the time being. Luckily, we’ve
managed
so far.”most
of the Catskills and the
their communication with with all of the technology
Ng says he has recently
Hudson Valley, but the comtheir players.
out there I am able to text, learned that the NJCAA has
pany namesake may be best
Chris Depew, SUNY Sul- call, and video chat with my decreed that no matter what
known to locals for running
livan Athletic Director and athletes.
transpires
the Amusements
rest of this
the Catskill
former men’s basketball
“The abrupt end to our school
year, it(CADL).
will not Fabe
Dart Leagues
coach, says a number of spring outdoor track & field counted
against
an
athlete’s
cilitated in three counties
new initiatives have been season was heartbreaking eligibility, “even if they get
implemented in an attempt for our sophomores, but to compete.”
to keep student athletes en- their health and safety is
As of now, Ng says he
thusiastic.
our number one concern. expects to start wrestling
“We speak to and engage During the early months of practice on January 4, and
with all of our current ath- COVID, our athletes par- although existing schedules
letes multiple times weekly ticipated in a Tik Tok Plank had to be scrapped when
through virtual meetings, Challenge. Athletes would the “pause” was initiated,
our outstanding student ac- upload videos with music he is reaching out to other
tivities programs such as and different dance/plank schools trying to set up
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SULLIVAN COACHES STAY IN TOUCH
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Marchione had served ball coach at Sullivan for amazing year for the pro- Putnam Science Academy
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how foreign the concept can machine in Sullivan and
as head women’s basket- just one year, but it was an gram. The Lady Generals in Putnam, CT for two
photos of the most re- have to be in the somewhatbe to people who don’t play find
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a 29-2 record
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both men and women. Play- ter players out of many participating establishment.
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touchdown
giatefind
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team,
they’ve
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a set come of the CADL over the something
passes
in a single
program. you really enjoy.
beenfrom
the Los
promolineup
they
stick
to each
3. that
What
NFL
team
movedyears
to St.has
Louis
Sullivan Athletic Direction and
of local
week.
Angeles after the 1994 season,
movedbusinesses
from St. in tor, Chris DePew said there
Louis back to Los Angeles after the 2015 season?
are discussions underway
4. What is the name of the NFL team that plays in
to add a women’s program
New York?
to the college’s list of inter5. In what year did the Jets win their only Super
collegiate sports.
Bowl?
“The discussion happening right now at the Board
Bonus: Who got the walk-off game winning single in Game of Regents level of the NJSeven of the 2001 World Series between the Arizona Dia- CAA, which I sit on, has a
mondbacks and the New York Yankees?
plan to add women’s wrestling as an inter-collegiate
Last week’s answers:
sport within the next 24
1. How many games is Joe DiMaggio’s major league record
months,” Mr. DePew old
hitting streak and in what year did he do it? 56 games in
The Hurleyville Senti1941.
nel. “I feel that would be an
2. In what year did the Dodgers leave Brooklyn to move
their team to Los Angeles? After the 1957 season.
instant game changer and
3. In what year did Major League Baseball retire #42 in
enhance our programs even
honor of Jackie Robinson? 1997.
more.”
4. Who was the first New York Yankee to have his number
Anthony Ng, head coach
retired and what was the number? Lou Gehrig, Number 4.
of
Sullivan’s men’s pro5. Who has the major league record for the most stolen
bases in a season? While Hugh Nicol of the Cincinnati
gram, said the addition of
Red Stockings stole 138 bases in 1887, Rickey Henderwomen’s wrestling would
son has the modern day record with 130 steals in 1982
be a positive developfor the Oakland A’s.
ment for the school, and
he thinks it would help the
Bonus: Who got the walk-off game winning single in Game
Seven of the 2001 World Series between the Arizona Diamondmen’s program, as well.
backs and the New York Yankees? Luis Gonzalez.
“It is a great opportunity
to advance the men’s pro-

ceives from SUNY and the
Governor’s Office so that
we can make real-time
decisions as we progress
through all of this. Many
of my colleagues in Athletics, are not as lucky.
“Never in my wildest
imagination, as we stood
at Center Court in midMarch celebrating both
our Men’s and Women’s
first-ever DII scholarship
District Championships,
that we would be making
the decisions that we are
right now. It is a sad, frustrating time, but we will
persevere and SUNY Sullivan Athletics will come
through this stronger and
ready to face anything that
may stand in our way.”

LADY GENERALS LOSE COACH
coming to Sullivan. Marchione started that program
in April 2017 and, in his
first season, led Putnam to
a 21-9 record. In 2018-19
the program went 23-7 and
reached the Independent
School National Tournament semifinals.
Sullivan had not named a
replacement for Marchione
as of press time, but Athletic Director Chris DePew
says the school is “moving quickly” to hire a new
coach and has received
“nearly 100 resumes already.”

SULLIVAN MAY ADD
WOMEN’S WRESTLING

We did not have a winner last month.

the format wrestled in international and Olympic competition, as opposed to folkstyle, which junior college
and college men wrestle.

