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Main Street Mews Hosts Open House
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – As
summer arrives, so too will
the long awaited opening
of Main Street Mews at
234 Main Street. Touted as
“Hurleyville’s Premier Residence” the building comprises eight luxury apartments
on two upper floors as well
as four retail spaces at street
level.
An open house held in
May, which included a for-

mal ribbon cutting opening
the building for business,
spotlighted a fully-furnished
apartment on the third floor,
and was well-attended. The
building’s management says
there was substantial interest in the units, which are a
significant cut above most of
the rental spaces available in
Sullivan County in terms of
amenities. Some of the eight
are already spoken for.
Although they feature
slightly different floor plans,

The apartments are spacious, and feature plenty of windows.
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Each of the eight apartments features two roomy bedrooms.

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – Sherma Williams, who has operated Main Street Dance for
nearly 25 years, has always
been creative. It is part of
who she is. So, when the restrictions resulting from the
COVID pandemic threatened the studio’s annual recital, it wasn’t difficult for
her to think outside the box.
But even she was surprised
at the solution that presented
itself.
Ms. Williams says Main
Street Dance participants
have been showcased in an
annual recital every year
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A formal ribbon cutting was held in May, kicking off a well-attended Open House at Main Street Mews.

each of the eight apartments includes two bedrooms, a bath, kitchen,
living room and dining
room, ample closet space
and a laundry room.
Kitchens are furnished
with stainless steel appliances and microwaves,
the laundry rooms are fully equipped with washers and dryers, and all
units feature wood floors
throughout.

In addition, the building offers an elevator,
24-hour security, and
housekeeping services.
Management says it will
be operated as a smokefree facility.
The four retail spaces
all have street-level store
fronts. Two of the units
are a shade under 1,000
square feet, one is just
over 1.000 square feet,
and one is 1,200 square

MAIN STREET DANCE GETS CREATIVE

since she started the business in Liberty in 1997. That
tradition continued every
year since she moved to the
Hurleyville Performing Arts
Centre building in 2016.
That is, until COVID forced
her to cancel the recital in
2020. This year, even as the
COVID restrictions were
slow to ease, Ms. Williams
promised she wasn’t going
to let that happen again.
“Although not a traditional way of showcasing our
dance recital, Main Street
Dance Studio is so excited
and pleased to announce
that our annual dance recital
will be debuted on the big

screen this year,” Ms. Williams says, adding that this
year’s performance will be
showcased at the Fair Oaks
Drive-In in the town of
Wallkill on June 10.
“We are very happy that
our dancers will be able to
watch the recital this year
with their families,” she
says, pointing out a silver lining to the necessary
change.
Approximately 80 dancers, ranging in age from
three to adult, will perform
in a number of styles, including ballet, jazz, tap,
hip-hop, lyrical and ballroom. The ballroom dancers
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feet.
Parking for tenants will
be available immediately
behind the building and
additional parking is being constructed on an adjacent lot.
Tours are still available
for those who missed the
open house last month. To
arrange a visit, call 914490-3433 or email info@
mainstreetmews.com.

have been training at Osorio
DanceSport, also located at
the Performing Arts Centre
in Hurleyville.
Tickets to view the recital
will be $15 per person, but
there is a limit to the number
of cars they can admit, so no
tickets will be available for
purchase at the gate.
“We have been told we
have a 150-car maximum,”
Ms. Williams says.
Dancers families will be
given first priority in ticket
sales, but there may be additional tickets available. Call
Main Street Dance to find
out more at (845) 796-6589.

Sullivan County Offices Fully Re-open – Museum in Hurleyville Not Yet Included
MONTICELLO – As part
of the national emergence
from the COVID-19 pandemic, many Sullivan County government offices have
re-opened to the public.
“This means most (though
not all) offices arel once
again open without appointments necessary,” explains
County Manager Josh Potosek. “We’ll be operating
close to the way we did prepandemic, although masks
will continue to be required
for anyone who has not been
vaccinated.”
As the County will not
be requiring proof of COVID-19 vaccination to access
its facilities (except where
required by law), the following guidelines will be in
place:

For the Government Center in
Monticello:
• Facial masks required
throughout the building for
anyone who has not fully completed their COVID-19 vaccine
regimen (at least two weeks
past the administration of the
final dose of vaccine)
• Facial masks required for anyone accessing the Department
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) and/
or County Clerk’s offices, regardless of vaccination status
• Appointments still required
for DMV and County Clerk’s
Office; recommended but not
required for all other offices
• Six-foot distancing required
for unvaccinated individuals
• Check-in with Sheriff’s deputies in lobby no longer required
• No pre-screening to attend
public meetings or enter offices, but signing in to an office
(providing name and phone or
email) will be required for contact tracing purposes

For Family Court in Monticello:
• Open for in-person filings,
but email preferred for emergency filings or regular mail for
non-emergency filings
• Facial masks and six-foot distancing required throughout
the area for anyone, regardless
of vaccination status
• Pre-screening and temperature checks remain in place
For the County Courthouse in
Monticello:
• Facial masks and six-foot distancing required throughout
the building for anyone, regardless of vaccination status
• Pre-screening and temperature checks remain in place
For the Sheriff’s Patrol and
Civil Divisions in Monticello:
• Facial masks required
throughout the building for
anyone who has not fully completed their COVID-19 vaccine
regimen (at least two weeks

of Community Services in Liberty:
• Facial masks and six-foot social distancing required for everyone, regardless of vaccination status
• Appointments recommended but not required
For Public Health Services in
Liberty:
• Facial masks and six-foot social distancing required for everyone, regardless of vaccination status
• Appointments required
SENTINEL FILE PHOTO

The Sullivan County Historical Society’s Museum at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville remains closed for the time being.
past the administration of the
final dose of vaccine)
• Six-foot distancing required
for unvaccinated individuals
For the County Jail in Monticello:
• Not currently open to in-per-

son visits
For the Career (One-Stop)
Center in Monticello:
• Not currently open to inperson visits (building is not
owned by the County)
• For the Department of Family
Services and the Department

For the Care Center at Sunset
Lake in Liberty:
• Facial masks and six-foot social distancing required for everyone, regardless of vaccination status
• Limited visiting times remain
in place, with pre-registration
required – check County website for latest details before
visiting

For the County Airport in
White Lake:
• Facial masks required
throughout County buildings
for anyone who has not fully
completed their COVID-19
vaccine regimen (at least two
weeks past the administration
of the final dose of vaccine)
• Six-foot distancing required
for unvaccinated individuals
For Sullivan County Transfer
Stations (Monticello, Mamakating, Cochecton, Highland,
Livingston Manor, Ferndale):
• Six-foot distancing required
at all times for unvaccinated
individuals
• Facial masks required when
indoors, or within six feet of
others when outdoors, for
anyone who has not fully completed their COVID-19 vaccine
regimen (at least two weeks
past the administration of the
final dose of vaccine)
For Sullivan County Parks

(Livingston Manor Covered
Bridge, Stone Arch Bridge in
Kenoza Lake, Fort Delaware
in Narrowsburg, Lake Superior in Bethel, D&H Canal
in
Wurtsboro/Summitville,
Minisink Battleground in Barryville):
• Six-foot distancing required
at all times for unvaccinated
individuals
• Facial masks required within
six feet of others for anyone
who has not fully completed
their COVID-19 vaccine regimen (at least two weeks past
the administration of the fina
dose of vaccine)

For the Sullivan County Museum in Hurleyville:
• Not currently open to in-person visits

These regulations may
change as needed. Please refer to www.sullivanny.us for
the latest information.

PAGE
Page 22

HURLEYVILLE
HURLEYVILLE,
N.Y.
HurleyvilleSENTINEL,
Sentinel, Hurleyville,
N.Y.

The Inquiring Photographer
byKathleen
HeatherSullivan
Gibson
by

Hamlet Happenings

DECEMBER
June 2016
2021

The Scene
by Kathleen Sullivan

Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville
by Jane Harrison
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trating life on a Catskill famCovering Main Street and Beyond
When things in life seemed to go wrong
ily farm during the 1930s,
Main Street
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Time and the Valleys Museum Now Open – New Exhibit

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

WARM FRONTS

Hannah Weiner
Alli
(Age 6):
“Yes,
because I like
a pretty nice arm to throw
a football.”
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also
like having inside
play dates.
Snow days are fun!”
PHOTO PROVIDED

A warm front is a front
So in summary, a warm
located at the leading edge front is when warmer air is
Kendall Ingram
of a warm air mass. Clouds replacing colder air. When
(Age 11):
form ahead of the warm colder air is replacing
“I am looking
front and are mostly Stratus warmer air, that would be a
forward to Winter
clouds, and rainfall increas- cold front.
very much because
es as the front approaches.
On a weather forecast
I love to ski.
Fog can also occur with map, the surface location
I participate in the
a warm front, followed of a warm front is marked
school’s ski club
by clearing, and the air is with a red line of half cirand I also enjoy
warmer and more humid cles pointing in the direcsledding.
when the front is gone.
tion the front is moving.
I’m patiently waiting
Thunderstorms may be On weather maps drawn
for it to snow”
embedded among the stra- in color, warm fronts are
tus clouds ahead of the frontBCESsometimes marked with a
and after the front passes solid red line.
the storm may continue.
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THINC-ING BACK

8

Technology Hub Moves to Rock Hill to Make Room for High School
by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – As
the THINC staff are busy
getting ready to move their
department to Rock Hill
to make room for the new
Collaborative College High
School, here’s a look back
over the past couple of
years at a few of the projects created at 202 Main
Street and at some of the
people who helped create
them.
The gratification that
came from being an integral part of Hurleyville’s
Main Street revitalization
will sustain the staff as they
move on to an exciting new
chapter…

PHOTOS BY THINC STAFF

1

1. Staff and some of the many students who passed through the programs at THINC pose in the lobby.
2. Putting the finishing touches on one
of the new and innovative projects designed and built at THINC over the
years.

3. Students experiencing virtual reality!
4. Students from a number of school
districts around the region found endless possibilities at THINC.
5. Another of the projects created at
THINC over the years.

7

6. Video and sound equipment available at THINC was state-of-the-art
and among the most popular attractions.
7. TCFD residents were among those
able to gain valuable experience in a
wide range of activities at THINC .

2

8. Working on a sign for The Center
for Discovery’s Sweet Hill Farm in Grahamsville.

3
4
5

When my neighbor’s
away, I take care of his cats.
One is colored like an arctic landscape - white with
black patches. The other,
silvery grey, wheezes like
an asthmatic. Our relationship was established on
strictly utilitarian grounds:
when I show up, they get
food. Wheezer and Tundra
(not their real names) would
greet me at their bowls, attuned only to the sound of
the food tin being opened.
Over time, as they took
my measure and deemed it
trustworthy, we’d get playful; as I took theirs, I felt
a familiar sense of kinship
reasserting itself, that old,
uncanny mammalian bond.
My first cat, half a lifetime ago, was a litter-runt,
discovered abandoned beneath a garden hedge. We
took the little fellow in – he
fit in one cupped hand – and
fed him from an eye-dropper till he could manage his
own bowl. We called him
Nebbish. Once you get to
naming them, the bonding
process takes on some of
the emotional color of family relationships. Nebbish
would clamber up the leg
of my pants and perch on
my shoulder, as if eager to
adopt my vantage, just as
I would eagerly adopt his,
at ground level, when we
tussled or batted objects

Out Divine
Corners Way
by Jonathan Shimkin

back and forth. He spent
the winter indoors and, one
early spring morn, I was
awakened by my girlfriend
in tears with the news: Nebbish had ventured outside
and, crossing a road, likely
for the first time, been hit
by a car. I buried him in our
backyard and mourned like
a keening widower. I don’t
know that I ever got over it.
Mourning for animals
isn’t simply a sentimental
displacement of mourning
for humans (though it can
be that), but a natural consequence of the creaturely
comity that links our lives.
As we’re destined to outlive
our pets (unless we’re into
tortoises), we receive such
grief tutorials again and
again. As per Yeats: “Man
is in love and loves what
vanishes, / What more is
there to say?” Cats teach us,
among other things, about
vanishing.
John Gray, a cat person
serious enough to have authored a treatise on “Feline
Philosophy,” wrote: “Catlovers do not love cats because they recognize themselves in them. They love

cats because cats are so
different from them.” But
this seems a half-truth at
best. If people valued difference so highly, they’d
content themselves with Pet
Rocks. We name our cats
in a gesture of kinship, yet
their names echo, when we
call, across the gulf of speciation. I think it’s the play
of difference and similitude
– all the ways we’re akin
mixing with all the ways
we’re not – that makes the
relationship so compelling,
so personal. Wheezer and
Tundra combine behaviors that are idiosyncratic
enough to seem individual
and generic enough to be
species-wide. The same
could likely be said about
me.
Cats are type-cast as aloof
creatures,
self-sufficient
and indifferent, but when I
tend my neighbor’s cats, I
provide not only food, but
needed contact and attention. They gaze at me and
I gaze back, in extended
moments that I find both
comforting and unsettling.
Without that contact, my
neighbor, when he returns,

finds their state to be noticeably more agitated. The
creaturely relationship extends our sympathies.
Cats provide not only
companionship, but proximity to something beyond
domestication, something
essential to the well-being of the human psyche.
They’re like portable tracts
of wilderness, and we require the moderating influence of things that escape
our comprehension in order
to retain humility about the
things that don’t. “Living
with animals,” Gretel Ehrlich said, “makes us redefine our ideas about intelligence.” Maybe it’s that
slight yet pivotal relinquishment of our own centrality
in the scheme of things that
compels our turn towards
animals. They check our
human grandiosity, providing a salutary reminder
that we share the planet
with others and remain in
interdependent thrall to the
whole of it.
Even Descartes, who denied that animals had souls
and likened them to machines, had a pet dog. His
name was Monsieur Grat.
Jonathan Shimkin, writer
and editor, may be contacted at
jonathanshimkin@gmail.com,
or via his website: jonathanshimkin.weebly.com.
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PAPER CLIPS…
by Elaine Corrington

Are We Coming Back to Life?
We often hear stories about people who keep themselves
hidden away from the rest of us because of choices they
have made-- or that were made for them-- about where
and how they would live and survive.
A two-hour movie describing those choices, and why
they were made, is about all we can stand. And yet it compels further thought once we have left the screen behind.
The choices never seemed to be a move toward anything
we might have described as a happy life. Instead, they
were often choices that minimized fears. Fears caused by
hatred of others: family members, those who chose not to
be friends, or understanding supporters who felt unable to
deal with the scope or the intensity of the mental health
and lifestyle choices that created these loners.
“Choices” doesn’t even seem like the right word to describe the lifestyles being shown on the screen. The percentage of people living these less familiar lives is even
too small to be calculated. Who and where are they?
There have been pandemics before in the lives of many
of us that are older. None of them had the impact of the
COVID pandemic. Part of that is because we never had
the access to all of the information, speculation and bickering both personal and world-wide that we have today.
The hidden people were not mythological, but they-- and
their stories-- were unavailable to us. But we are available
to tell our lonely stories and make our fearful decisions
with information both corroborated and totally unsubstantiated. It is clear to some of us that there is substantial

information we can use to make choices that will protect
us, our loved ones, and even those we consider jerks from
the predictable possibilities of the virus.
We don’t hide that choice, and we see ever more information that supports decreasing fears by making those
choices. I know of no one who refuses to share making
those choices. It is clear from some others that they think
the touted prevention strategies actually endanger those
who believe in and take the offered preventative measures, and will cause far greater harm to modern people.
The world-wide prevention strategies are due both to the
proof of effectiveness, and the need to do what can be
done to stop progression of the pandemic.
Although there is still a huge threat from the pandemic
and the great numbers of people who have not been able
to choose and use measures that can be effective, some
things are changing. If you have taken the vaccine, there
are many restrictions that are being loosened, and it seems
we are coming back to a life of choices that we value personally, professionally, and for just plain fun.
Can we cast all concerns behind? Nope. Will everyone
believe it? Nope. Do we know everything, and will we
make sure that the best choices are available for everybody? We’ll try. Is there still joy to be had? Yes.
If nothing else, we know what we have missed, and we
can make sure that we find the safest way to make those
joyful choices available to us and plan ahead for coming
back to life, or going back to the lonely fearful misery
we experienced in living without available joyful choices.
Don’t be the antihero or heroine for a two-hour movie
about hiding away from life in fear. That doesn’t make
you safe. Celebrate those joyful moments that came about
because you did something great that was fun, or even did
something that turned out awful that was fun.
And be prepared to offer friends and family the same.

DRAMATIC WORKSHOP OPENS ITS DOORS
2021 Season Gets Underway

SOUTH
FALLSBURG
– The Sullivan County Dramatic Workshop is excited
to be able to finally open its
doors for its 2021 season, and
will begin with “The 10 Minute Play Festival.”  The show
will hit the boards at the historic art-deco Rivoli Theatre
in South Fallsburg on June
11, and run for six performances through June 20.
Produced by Jenny Silverman and directed by Harold Tighe, “The 10 Minute

Play Festival” brings you two
weekends of fabulous original plays written by playwrights local and beyond.
Each weekend will feature
a different set of plays, none
longer than 10 minutes. Playwrights include John Bavaso,
Bill Duncan, Sally Glad-

den, David Guaspari, Carlos
Holden, Pamela Morgan,
Marj O’Neill-Butler, Rich
Orloff, Marc Paykuss, Lynne
Porter, Keith Prince, Arianna
Rose, and Teri Schwartz. For
a full list of directors and cast
members, please visit our
Facebook or website.
Performances will be on
Friday and Saturday, June 11,
12, 18, and 19 at 8 p.m. and
Sunday, June 13 and 20 at 2
p.m. at the Rivoli Theatre,
5243 Route 42 (Main Street),

South Fallsburg.
General Admission is $15
Adults, $12 Seniors (60+),
students (with valid ID), military, and veterans. Advance
sales are available online, or
tickets can be purchased at
the Box Office beginning one
hour prior to curtain for any
performance.
Appropriate COVID-19
protocols will be followed.
For additional information,
visit us at www.SCDW.net or
call (845) 436-5336.
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From the Firehouse

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE
by
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H.F.D.
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JackHalchak,
Halchak,Past
Past
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H.F.D.
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ARE YOU READY ?

Fires can be prevented.

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!
• I have seen way too many
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic failure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney
the
creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
You
contact byme
at
havecan
it inspected
some(845)
436-5418
or Woody
one who
knows what
to look
at for.(845) 434-3103 for
• So your
stove and fireplace
more
information.
is
well
maintained.
Nowhas
it is
The
Fire
Department

also scheduled the 10th
Annual Bill Carlson Golf
Classic on Saturday, August 21 at the Tarry Brae
golf course located on
Pleasant Valley Road in
Fallsburg. More information will follow.
Sullivan County fire departments have been extremely busy. Here is a
partial summary of some
of the incidents they have
responded to since our last

BCES “K Kids”
Lead the Way

Beautifying Our World

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.
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time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!
• Space heaters (electric or
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bedding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe distance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recommendations.
• If you have a kerosene space
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
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Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted ChristAnnounced
Three engagements in- mas tree, welcomed the visit
volving Hurleyville resi- of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
dents were announced visited each and every person
during Christmas week.
in the institution bringing
The betrothal of Miss gifts that made joyous each
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter one’s heart. After singing
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Christmas hymns, several of
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of the inmates contributed a
New York was made public. song or piece to make the
The couple plan to wed in evening a pleasant one.
June.
A little later, the TruthseekOn Christmas Eve, the en- ers’ Club of Mountaindale
gagement of Miss Marion sang Christmas carols under
Metcalf of Monticello, to the windows of the sick in all
Edward Reynolds, son of three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

A few easy steps can save your life!

June 16, 1909
Local and Personal

Have a service person inspect
and clean your chimney , wood
News stove or furnace each year.
x

x

Use a metal or glass fireplace

Since moving, the Sentinel screen to keep sparks from
management has been labor- hitting nearby carpets or
ing under difficulties. We furniture.
x Keep kindling, paper, and décor
have had several mishaps,
such as breaking down of away from fireplaces and
the power plant, etc., which wood stoves.
x Never use gas or lighter fluid to
badly crippled us for some
time. We ask our readers to start a fireplace or wood stove.
be patient and we hope xtoBurn only seasoned wood.
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high School will be held on
Saturday evening, June 19 at
the Hurleyville high School.
Miss Dorothy Osdoby will
be the valedictorian, and Leo
Salon the salutatorian. Other
students to graduate include
Ruth Frumovich, Gussie
Deutsch, Alida Lounsbury,
Evelyn Rapkin, Gertrude
Mentnech, Nial Witherel,
Burton Knapp, and Louis
Wishinsky.
On the previous evening,
Friday, June 18, the grade
graduation will be held, with
David Rofsky as valedictorian and Sidney Heller as
salutatorian. Other graduating class members are Sylvia
Cohen, James Knapp, Sarah
Silberman, Natalie Konin
Novogradsky,
Davis, Bert
Laof
the Mitteer District,
chowitz,
and
Balbirer.
For
Demerest, Fred Andresky,
the
Eagles,
Mormon,
Welter,
Shirley Shongut, John KosFisk,Bernard
Hodge, Porter,
Levine,Blanche
Jacobtiff,
son,
Walter
and
Knapp
Pieros, Eddie Deutsch, will
and
Viola Bonnell and Frieda
Hollander, both of Loch
Sheldrake.
June 18, 1937
News and Personal Notes
Mrs. George Lounsbury
has returned to her home here
after spending the past four
weeks in the Robert Packer
Hospital at Sayre, PA, where

she submitted to a serious
operation. Her present condition is said to be favorable.
Max Tennanbaum has
opened a grocery and appetizer shop in the Kurland
store for the summer months.
Miss Marjorie Prince has
returned to Hurleyville for
the summer where she plans
to conduct a beauty shop at
one of the local hotels.
June 25, 1937

STUDENTS GRADUATED FROM LOCAL SCHOOL
WITH HIGH HONORS
Thirteen graduates of the
Hurleyville High School received diplomas at the Commencement exercises held
at the school auditorium on
Saturday evening while on
the previous evening fifteen
diplomas were distributed
to graduates of the grade
school.
Leo Salon, salutatorian of
the high school, enjoyed the
distinction of winning four
awards, the first for 100%
excellence in Intermediate
Algebra, a five dollar cash
prize donated by Lazurus I.
Levine for the highest mark
in American History, another
for being chosen the outbe readyboy
forin action.
standing
the class,This
and
game
promises
to donated
draw a
the fourth, a prize
huge
crowd
and will
start at
by
Philip
Krukin,
Monticello
8:30
P.M.
There
will
be
jeweler, for the highest Redancing
after
the
game.
gents average.
Miss Dorothy Osdoby delivered the valedictory address.
William G. Birmingham,
Liberty attorney and president of the Sullivan County
Bar Association, was guest
speaker. He stressed the value of the Constitution, and
urged the graduates and the
audience to cherish the freedom which they now possess.

THE CHANGING FACE OF MAIN STREET
New Signage Added to Two Buildings

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY

Above: The new sign on 227 Main Street.

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY

At left: The new Catskill Mountainkeeper
sign at 220 Main Street.

the auspices of the Homestead School of Glen Spey.
The second new sign
erected last week went on
the front of 227 Main Street,
the home of Fiber on Main
and The Hurleyville Sentinel. The building, owned by
The Center for Discovery,
has been christened the Bob
Wright Family Building in
honor of Bob Wright, former CEO of G.E. Capital

and NBC and a co-founder
(along with his late wife,
Suzanne) and former Chairman of the non-profit group,
Autism Speaks, which funds
research into the causes,
prevention, treatment and a
cure for autism.
No plans have been announced for any changes in
use to the building at 227
Main Street.
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Fallsburg
Constable
Bronco Kelly is back, and
that can only mean adventure…In this month’s story
our fictional hero rubs elbows with a couple of real
life tough guys…one from
either side of the law…

It was a little after dawn
on a cool, damp, grey morning in early May of 1935,
and I was walking from my
home on Creamery Road to
Main Street in Hurleyville
for some breakfast when my
silent reverie was interrupted
by the distant calling of my
name.
The shouts were coming
from a small, oddly dressed
man approaching me from
Main Street, moving quick-

ly but still a hundred yards
away, obviously agitated.
“Mr. Constable!” he hollered, nearly out of breath.
“Thank God I found you,
Mr. Constable. You’d better
come quick.”
As he drew closer, I could
see the excited man was
Newly Richards, a local
character most townspeople believed was of Indian
blood, who seemed to live
nowhere in particular.
“Good Morning to you,
too, Newly.” I answered
calmly while still walking,
hoping my demeanor would
rub off. “What’s the trouble?”
“It’s Drucker,” Newly said.
“He and a couple of his boys
are fixin’ to roll a guy in the

The Art of Being
by Deborah Chandler, Ph.D.

Awakening
What is a spiritual awakening?
Our lives go on two paths:
on outer path and an inner
path. The outer path is determined by biology and environment. The inner path is
determined by grace. Grace
is the nameless way in which
fortune shines upon us.
On the outer path, we live
through our mind-body experiences. As our brain matures, we develop the capacity to know our name, our
personality, our preferences,
our action choices. Our mindbody self tunes into the world
through the sense organs. The
senses feed us the information we use to construct our
lives. If we do not encounter a
form of awakening, this is all
we know of life.
Awaking can come in various forms. We may have an
artistic awaking, feeling the
pulsation of creativity move
through us which we form
into an artifact of our personality. We may be opened to
the miracles of creation in our
own gardens as we dig into
the dirt. Most profoundly, we
may have an awaking of our
own energetic potential. This
inner potential is sometimes
called kundalini.
Kundalini lies asleep within
us. She lies coiled like a serpent at the lower energy levels of our subtle body. The
subtle body aspect of us is not
entirely physical or energetic.
Our subtle body is the luminosity that infuses us with
energy and light. When we
awake to our subtle body, we

begin our inner journey.
Sometimes I find myself
captured by the outer path,
absorbed by the glitter and
enticements of the outer
world. However, with glitter
comes dullness. In this outer
realm the pairs of opposites
rule. Handsome and ugly.
Smart and dumb. Loved and
rejected. On the outer path I
ricochet between these pairs
of opposite, never finding
rest. In the mind-body world,
there is no lasting peace.
In the mind-body world, I
become aware of how I am
cloaked in fear as a defense
against old hurts and rejections. From this outer space,
I try to offer my hurt self to
the inner realm of meditation. Sometimes to enter the
inner world I soak in my tub
or dance with abandon. In
this inner realm I find a core
of light and ease.
Recently, I have intensified
my focus on the inner realm
by being more regular in my
meditation practice. I am
learning to trust that the inner
world will lovingly hold me
and protect me, giving me the
fortitude and clarity to face
what’s before me.
My spiritual awakening has
taken me to this inner path. I
am grateful for the strength
and light that I find. Hey!
There’s magic in there.
Dr. Chandler is a psychologist in private practice in
South Fallsburg. Read more
of her “The Art of Being” at
www.riverreporter.com/theart-of-being.
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An Original Short Story by Jack Robbin

drug store.”
I nodded knowingly, and
quickened my pace. Jack
Drucker was a well-known
tough guy in town, often
working for the New York
City gangsters who frequented the hotels in the area.
Drucker was quickly gaining
a reputation as a schlammer,
an enforcer for those gangsters, and when he wasn’t
looking for trouble, he was
likely to be causing it.
I slowed down as I approached the Hurleyville
Pharmacy, and carefully
peered into the big front window. Sure enough, Drucker
and two other men I could
not immediately recognize
from that angle were gathered around a man seated on
a stool at the counter. The
man appeared to be ignoring them, staring at a glass
of water in front of him, the
hood to a rumpled sweatshirt
pulled over his head.
I pulled open the front
door and walked in, the tingling of a bell announcing
my entrance.
Drucker and his friends
turned around almost in unison. There was a moment of
silence, and then one of the
men, tall and gaunt and carrying a two-foot long pipe
wrench, spoke to me.
“G-g-good morning, Bronco,” he said, nervously hiding the wrench behind his
back. “We was…uh, we was
just leaving.”
He turned toward his companions, and then walked
quickly by me, carefully
keeping his distance. The
other man with Drucker,

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED

He was boyishly handsome
despite a misshapen nose.

older and heavier, followed
suit without saying a word,
although he kept his eyes
glued on me as he made his
way past. Drucker, too eventually walked toward me,
but he squared himself up
in front of me. He was sturdily built, about as stocky as
me, but a good eight inches
shorter. Still, he scowled perceptively as he fixed his cold
grey eyes on me.
“Kelly,” he said, nodding slowly. “Be seeing you
around…”
He followed his friends
out of the store and they all
disappeared up the street. I
turned my attention to the
man at the counter.
“You okay, Mister?” I
asked.
“I’m okay,” he said quietly
without turning his head.
“I’m Bronco Kelly, the
town constable,” I said.
“You’re not from around
here, are you?”
“No. I’m not,” he said, still
staring straight ahead. “I’m

staying over at the Evans.
Just got in a couple of days
ago. I stopped in here for a
glass of water after my morning run, and those guys came
over and started in with me.”
“Morning run?” I asked.
“What do you mean?”
He stepped off the stool
and came toward me. He was
a big guy, perhaps six-three,
and even under the tattered,
baggy sweats it was obvious
he was well put together.
“I should thank you,” he
said, extending one hand
while pulling back the hood
of his sweatshirt with the
other. He was fair skinned
with dark hair and dark eyes,
boyishly handsome despite a
misshapen nose. The hand he
offered was large and mangled, like it had been broken
more than once. I shook it,
and could feel the power in
his grip.
“I’m Jimmy,” he said.
“And I’m glad you showed
up when you did.”
“Jimmy?” I said, thinking
there was something familiar
about the guy.
“Jimmy Braddock,” he
said matter-of-factly. “I’m a
boxer. I’m at the Evans training for a fight.”
“You’re fighting Max
Baer,’ I said, it suddenly
dawning on me why he
looked familiar. ‘You’re
fighting for the championship.”
“That I am,” he said, nodding. “On June 13th. But
right now, I’m just trying to
get into shape. My trainer is
running me ragged. I do ten
miles every morning, and
then I shadow box for most

of the day. And I eat. They
have some great food at the
Evans, you know, and plenty
of it. I haven’t started sparring yet, they are building
me up to that, but we’ll start
that soon. You should stop
by and watch. As a matter of
fact, you look like you could
go a few rounds, yourself.”
I found myself chuckling
at the thought.
“Ever been in the ring?” he
asked.
“Not in a long, long time.”
I said.
“Well, anyway, come by
sometime.”
He slipped past me and
headed for the door, shouting
over his shoulder, “Thanks,
Max!” to the owner of the
drug store, who had been in
the back of the store the entire time. As he opened the
door, he paused and turned
toward me again.
“By the way,” he said.
“You said your name is Kelly? You wouldn’t mind telling a fellow Irishman where
I can go to Mass on Sunday,
would you?”
I told him about St. Mary’s,
about the time of Sunday
Mass, and gave him directions to the church.
“I hope I’ll see you Sunday!” he said and exited the
store.
I did see Jimmy Braddock
at St. Mary’s that following
Sunday, and for several Sundays thereafter. Each week
he looked leaner and more
chiseled than the week before. Despite repeated invitations, I never did go over
to the Evans to see him spar,
but I did listen to the radio

Fallsburg Announces Scholarship Recipients
FALLSBURG – For the
past 70 years, Fallsburg Central School District (FCSD)
has honored academic and
community service achievement with the award of
Samuel Beytin Community
Scholarships and several
other awards named in honor
and memory of former FCSD
staff members. Normally,
these awards are given at
a dinner or luncheon every
May. In the past two years,
this event has been cancelled
due to the pandemic.
On May 13, Sonja Ferreira,
Faculty Guidance Counselor
for the Class of 2021, announced the recipients to
the FCSD Community. The
Community
Scholarship
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Cody Harvey is Fallsburg High
School Valedictorian this year.

Awards go to Neema Darboe,
Haddy Gai, Cody Harvey,
Dolce McPherson, Jamie
Rein, and Nevaeh Valree.
The Blossom Cohen Award
recipient is Ennie Li. Gianna
Matthews earned the Candy
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Ennie Li is the Fallsburg High
School Class 2021 Salutatorian.

Gold Memorial Scholarship.
The Esthyr Mintz Flanagan Award winner is Janelly
Santos Lopez. Daniel Milov
received the Edward Bryan
Award. Cody Harvey and

Ennie Li were recognized as
Valedictorian and Salutatorian of the Class of 2021.
Congratulations to these
fine scholars that excelled
in the classroom, in extracurricular activities and in
service to the school and
greater Fallsburg community. Thanks to the Scholarship
Fund committee for their
time and effort in selecting
these worthy students.
If anyone would like to
make a donation in support
of these scholarships, checks
made payable to SBFCCSF
should be mailed to Renee
Kates, SBFCCSF Treasurer,
PO Box 372, Woodridge, NY
12789.

Bus Trips Are Back! Primetimers Are Off to Vermont!
MONTICELLO – The
Primetimers of Temple
Sholom in Monticello are
organizing a 5-day bus
tour to scenic Vermont
from September 20 to September 24, 2021. The trip,
which will leave at 8 a.m.
Monday morning, September 20, from the Temple Sholom parking lot in
Monticello, will include
tours of Morse Farm Maple Sugarworks, Ben and
Jerry’s ice cream factory
(with free samples!), Cold
Hollow Cider Mill, Rock
of Ages Granite Quarry, the
Vermont State Capital, and
Stowe Village. Participants
will visit historic houses
at the Shelburne Museum
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The Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream factory will be one of the stops on
the bus trip.

and enjoy a dinner cruise
on Lake Champlain.
COVID safety will be a
priority. All participants

will be required to be fully
vaccinated, and social distancing and masks will be
in effect.

Based on double occupancy, the cost of the
trip will be $639 per person, which will include
all breakfasts and dinners,
4 nights of lodging, tour
guides, and entertainment.
All are welcome, but
space is limited and the bus
is likely to fill quickly, so
early reservations are recommended.
The Primetimers organization raises funds to benefit Temple Sholom and
other charities. For further
information about the Vermont trip, call one of the
tour organizers -- Paula
Schroeder at 845-794-2314
or Susan Horowitz at 845796-3777.

on June 13th when he took
on Max Baer for the world’s
heavyweight boxing championship, a ten-to-one underdog.
Almost all of Hurleyville
celebrated that night when,
in one of the biggest upsets
in boxing history, Jimmy
Braddock, who less than
a year before had been on
welfare, claimed the greatest
title in all of sports.
Fallsburg
Constable
Bronco Kelly is a fictional

character, and the incident
in the Hurleyville Pharmacy never happened. But it
could have. In 1936, Jimmy
Braddock would return to
the Evans as World Champion to train for a fight with
Max Schmeling that never
happened. He would lose
his crown to Joe Louis in
1937. In 1944, Jack Drucker was convicted in the ice
pick murder of Walter Sage
seven years earlier. He died
in prison.

FROM THE
FALLSBURG
LIBRARY by Kelly Wells

& Amanda Letohic

Happy June everyone!
As we continue to take baby
steps towards reopening,
we have some new updates
to inform you of. First, beginning June 6, we will be
adding Sunday hours back
into the library’s schedule. Our new schedule will
be as follows: Mondays,
Thursdays and Fridays 9:30
a.m.- 4 p.m., Tuesdays and
Wednesdays 10:30 a.m.- 6
p.m., and Sundays 9 a.m.- 1
p.m. Please note that we are
still requiring face masks to
be worn by anyone over the
age of 2, regardless of vaccination status. The Board of
Trustees will revisit this at
their Monthly Board Meeting on June 24. Please also
note that we are still limiting
in building use to 30 minutes
per person per day, but are
accommodating
walk-ins
whenever possible. We still
strongly encourage appointments for computer use, as
we are still not able to have
all computers in use at the
same time.
We are still checking materials in ‘fine free,’ and will
continue to do so through
the end of June – so if you
have an item that you forgot you took out, it’s not too
late to return it. Get it to us
before the end of June and
there will be no fines associated with its extended stay in
your home.
We are still offering our
“Craft Kits to Go!” Be sure
to check our Facebook page,
or request to be added to our
email list, to see what the
latest offering is. You can
call Miss Amanda at 845436-6067 ext. 102, or email
her at aletohic@rcls.org to
see about reserving your kit
today! Just please be sure
to pick up your kit(s) if you
reserve one – you could be
keeping someone else from
making a fun craft otherwise, as a limited number of
kits are made.

As we inch closer to Summer Reading – please note
that we will be doing it virtually again this year. We’re
very excited to be partnering
with Page Turner Adventures
to offer 6 weeks of daily online activities – from stories
to crafts, geared towards
those ages 5 – 11. Stay tuned
for more information – or
contact Miss Amanda to find
out how to sign up!
No library card? No problem! Just give us a call or
send us an email, and we’ll
let you know what we need
from you to get a card set
up. For a Fallsburg Library
card you must live within
the Fallsburg Central School
District – if you do not and
you are unsure of what library is your “home” library,
give us a call and we can direct you to the right library.
Stay up to date with the
latest library updates by following our Facebook page
or visiting our website,
www.fallsburglibrary.org.
As always, thank you for
continued support and patience. We wouldn’t be able
to do what we do without
your support. Be well!
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Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

Y

By Angelee Santillo

by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE – The
myriad restrictions that resulted from the COVID
pandemic may be easing to
some extent, but there are
trends that originated from
necessity over the past year
that may continue long after
those restrictions are fully
lifted.
And some of those are
positive trends.
For example, when the
COVID pandemic limited
activities and shrank many
people’s universe, some
families began including
regular trips to their local
rail trail to spend time together outdoors while getting some much needed exercise. Surveys done in the
wake of the pandemic and
casual conversations with
folks on the Milk Train Trail
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But have you ever stayed
to watch those people behind you—the ones who actually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but instead throw them with precision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chartlooking board in front of
them. These people are really good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot.
Are people really playing
darts often enough nowadays to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hurleyville’s own Shawn McCarthy
of
Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s family business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
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Bum & Kel’s in Loch Sheldrake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Morman), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has participated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season.
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Founded in 1976, American Hiking Society is the
only national nonprofit
organization dedicated to
empowering all to enjoy,
share, and preserve the hiking experience.

National Trails Day® 2021

America’s Largest Trails Event to Feature Pledge
to Save Trails and Build a More Inclusive Outdoors
SILVER SPRING, MD
– Millions of people have
found physical, mental, and
emotional restoration on
trails during the pandemic.
Thousands of folks will return the favor and care for
the magnificent American
trail system, helping more
people in the U.S. enjoy
trails and quality green
space. American Hiking
Society (AHS) invites the
public to celebrate National Trails Day® on June 5,
2021.
Events will take place at
the east trail head of the
Milk Train Trail in Hurleyville beginning at 9 a.m.
“While
the
COVID-19 quarantines have
put into sharp focus how
much our minds and bodies need time outside every
day, the trails and parks we
value are falling into disrepair, and not everyone has
easy access to safe, quality green space,” explains
Kate Van Waes, Executive
Director of American Hiking Society. “In honor of
National Trails Day®, we
are encouraging everyone
to take American Hiking’s #NationalTrailsDay-

FIFTY YEARS AGO… Liberty Beats Fallsburg; Caps Perfect Season
by John Conway

LIBERTY – Fifty years
ago this month, on June
2, 1971, the Liberty High
School Indians baseball
team completed its perfect
season in the DUSO Village
League with a 19-4 win
over the visiting Comets of
Fallsburg High.
With the victory, Liberty
finished its regular season
with a 9-0 league mark,
while the loss spoiled Fallsburg’s hopes for a winning
record, dropping them to

4-5 in league play on the
year.
“Liberty High, with the
DUSO Village League
crown firmly nailed down
already, plastered luckless
Fallsburg 19-4 Wednesday
to finish regular season
play with a 9-0 record,”
the Times Herald-Record
newspaper reported the day
after the contest.
“The Indians locked up
the victory with a 12-run
first inning, belting out eight
hits, and taking advantage
of six Fallsburg errors and

a walk,” the TH-R account
continued. “Besides six singles, Liberty got a triple by
Gary Sussman and a threerun homer by Lee Winters.”
Doug Friedman was the
winning pitcher for the
home team, going five innings and giving up just one
hit—a first inning single by
Frank Jackson. Winters,
who had been playing right
field, pitched the final two
innings for the Indians.
Fallsburg managed eight
hits in the game, three of
them by Jackson. All four

of the Comet runs came in
the sixth inning, after Friedman had exited the game.
As DUSO Village League
champs, Liberty went on
to play in the Class C division of the Section IX
tournament, travelling to
Washingtonville on June
7 to take on the Wizards
of Washingtonville High,
the winners of the Orange
County League crown.
The Indians season ended
when they dropped a 1-0
extra inning heart-breaker.
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“The point of the league is
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Four year old Valen Hawk studies his father’s photos on one of
the ten interpretive signs The Center for Discovery has erected
along the Milk Train Trail.

NEW BUSINESS ROLLS INTO TOWN
Fortress Bikes at PartyMaster

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first
person to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.
com will win a prize. Have fun!
May Trivia:
1. What two Major League pitchers have pitched perfect
games in the month of June?
2. How many NBA championships did the Chicago Bulls
win in the 1990s?
3. What Major League Baseball player hit the most home
runs during the month of June?
4. How many Stanley Cup championships did the Los
Angeles Kings win in the 2010s?
5. What is the only team to ever come back from a 3-1
deficit to win the NBA Finals?
Last month’s answers:
1. What MLB player hit the most home runs ever in the month of
May? (Barry Bonds, 17 in 2001)
2. What MLB player hit the longest home run ever on Memorial
Day? (Mickey Mantle, NY Yankees, 620 feet in 1956)
3. What team has the longest active playoff streak in the NBA?
(Portland Trailblazers, 8 straight)
4. What team has the longest active playoff streak in the NHL?
(Pittsburgh Penguins, 15 straight)
5. What MLB player had the most stolen bases ever during the
month of May? (Rickey Henderson, 27 in 1982)
There was no winner last month.

started turning in their heads.
They knew they could live
here full time, but what could
he do that would allow him to
meet people?
One day on the paved Milk
Train Trail in Hurleyville, Mr.
Simon had a thought:
“This town needs bike rentals.”
After some research and visits to other bicycle businesses,
the Simons connected with
Perry Gips, longtime Hurleyville resident and owner of
PartyMaster, a national entertainment company. He agreed
to rent out the front of his
warehouse at 194 Main Street,
and Fortress Bikes was born.
The location is perfect – just
steps away from the rail trails
and municipal parking. Mr.
Simon’s vision is to make the
place visible and welcoming.
They uncovered a large patio
in front the building, and a
new facade is almost finished.
Fortress bikes will be a fourseason business, renting bikes,
in-line skates, and in the winter, snow shoes.
As reported in Outside mag-
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Hal Simon will soon be opening fortress bikes in the front
of the PartyMaster building
on Main Street.

azine, the pandemic created
a huge exercise boom in the
U.S., with bikes at its center.
New bicycles have been in
short supply for months, and
some shops have entirely sold
out. This was a bump on the
trail for Fortress Bikes, making it difficult to acquire inventory. So, Mr. Simon plans
to open shop in mid-June, with
a ribbon cutting and press release.
For now, Fortress Bikes
is established on Facebook
and Instagram, waiting to announce their grand opening.
And Hal Simon is about to begin a new grown-up Catskills
adventure.

