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“How Government Should Work”

by John Conway

MOUNTAINDALE
–
Congressman Antonio Delgado (NY-19) joined local
leaders and state representatives at a press conference in
Mountaindale late last month
to announce a $1.1 million
investment in the Sullivan
County O&W Rail Trail.
The House of Representatives passed a package of
seven appropriations bills in
July, funding various federal
agencies for the fiscal year
2022. Within that legislation,
Rep. Delgado secured funding to create over 30 miles of
continuous trail in Sullivan
County, connecting seven
hamlets and villages.
The funding request had
been submitted to the Congressman’s office by Sullivan County leaders, who
see the expansion of the rail
trail network in the county as
not only a tourist attraction,
but also as a tool to improve
health outcomes in the County, which has for many years
ranked very near the bottom
of the 62 counties in New
York State.

The Town of Fallsburg had
previously been notified of
a $400,000 grant—a combination of Sullivan Renaissance and State money-- to
improve a section of the trail
between South Fallsburg and
Woodridge, a project that
would necessitate the restoration of the Fallsburg tunnel
and construction of a pedestrian bridge over the Neversink River—both costly
undertakings. This new federal money will be largely
used toward that same work.
County officials, including
Legislature Chairman Robert A. Doherty and Planning
Commissioner Freda Eisenberg, have been spearheading the effort to expand and
improve the rail trail network, and encouraged local
organizations and businesses
to write letters of support to
include the money in the appropriations bill. They had
been notified in July that
Congressman Delgado had
been successful in getting
the line item in, and were
later informed that the bill
had passed the House. It then
made it through the Senate,
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Sullivan County Legislature Chairman Robert A. Doherty at the
August 20 news conference in Mountaindale.
PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY

Congressman Antonio Delgado announces $1.1 million in federal
funds for the O&W Rail Trail as Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther
(left) and Sullivan Renaissance founder Sandra Gerry look on.

as well.
“It is an honor to secure
this investment and play a
role in the development of
the historic Sullivan County
O&W Rail Trail,” Congressman Delgado said at the
press conference. “Thanks
to the tireless work of community members and House
passage of funding for this
project, we are one step

closer to completing the trail.
The Sullivan County O&W
Rail Trail will be an essential
economic boost that delivers
for our local businesses and
connects our communities.”
“The incoming investment
in the Sullivan O&W Rail
Trail secured by Congressman Delgado promises to
spur this project forward towards completion. Started

Ribbon Cutting Marks Milestone in New Venture
by John Conway

this funding through at the
federal level. The completion of this trail will mean so
much to the people of Fallsburg. This is an example of a
community coming together
to accomplish something
great,” said Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther.
“This joint effort between
Democrats and Republicans

and Chairwoman of Sullivan Renaissance was also on
hand at the press conference.
She spoke briefly, praising
the teamwork that went into
securing the financing for the
trail network.
“Quite simply, what we
are witnessing here today is
the power of collaboration,
where the grassroots efforts
of community volunteers
and elected officials, coupled
with public and private funding, can come together for
a common cause and transform an area,” she said.
Coupled with the Golden
Feather funding previously
obtained, the federal money
will go toward the development of a continuous 13-mile
trail running from Mountaindale to Ferndale. It is hoped
that eventually other projects
can be completed that will
connect separate sections of
Continued on page 6

COLUMBIA HILL
SCHOOL SAVED
by John Conway

HIGH SCHOOL IS A REALITY!

HURLEYVILLE – Officials
gathered in Hurleyville on Friday, August 13 for the ceremonial kick off of the new Collaborative College High School
with a ribbon cutting at 202
Main Street.
The new venture is a collaboration between the Homestead School of Glen Spey and
SUNY Sullivan.
The new high school program – opening this month
-builds upon the advanced
studies and hands-on learning
of the Homestead’s Montessori
K-8 school, and in collaboration with SUNY Sullivan, will
offer college courses for their
inaugural class of ninth-grade
students.
The school is being headquartered in the former Technology Hub and incubator
building owned by The Center
for Discovery, which offered
the building for the new partnership. The Center’s THINC
operation has been renamed
the Innovation Labs and has
moved to Rock Hill.
Officials say the Collaborative College High School will
continue to offer education in
the Montessori model that the
Homestead School has successfully employed in their elementary program since 1978,
including individualized academic guidance, offering appropriate academic challenge
and direction to the needs of
a wide range of individuals.

as a community effort to utilize existing infrastructure
for recreation in the verdant
Catskills, it has now blossomed into the socio-economic engine that can bring
new life to the towns it once
helped to create,” said NYS
Senator Mike Martucci .
“I want to thank Congressman Delgado for pushing

is an example of how government should work, and I’m
proud to be part of it,” Mr.
Doherty said. “I thank Congressman Delgado not only
for taking the time to talk
with me to understand our
plans to connect our various
rail trails, but also for agreeing with us that it’s worth the
investment of federal funds.”
“It has been an honor
working with Congressman
Delgado and his staff on this
project,” Fallsburg Supervisor Steven Vegliante said.
“Funding this trail will help
the Town create a regional
tourist destination and provide all of our constituents
with a healthy linear park
throughout our Town. We are
grateful to the support shown
by the County of Sullivan
and Sullivan Renaissance.
It is a positive example of
what can happen when we
all work together.”
Sandra Gerry, the founder

HURLEYVILLE – Just
as the Sentinel was going to press it was learned
that the historic one-room
school building on Columbia Hill has been purchased
and will be restored.
The new owner is Lee
Ann Lounsbury. She hopes
to have the renovations
completed by spring of
2022.
The Lounsbury family has deep Hurleyville

roots, and for many
years resided at the
top of Columbia
Hill. Their property included the
one-room school
building,
which
they leased to the
school district. In
recent years, the
building has fallen
into disrepair, and
appeared destined
to be demolished.
A historic marker was
installed on the property in

October of 2018 memorializing the school.
More on this story in

the October edition of The
Hurleyville Sentinel.

COVID Booster Shots Not Here Yet
Public Health Urges Getting Children Vaccinated, Exposure at Summer Camp Reported
PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY

SUNY Chancellor Dr. Jim Malatras addresses the crowd at
the ribbon cutting for CCHS in Hurleyville as (left to right)
CCHS Director Jack Comstock, SUNY Sullivan President Jay
Quaintance, TCFD President Dr. Teresa Hamlin, Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther, and Fallsburg Supervisor Steve Vegliante look on.

CCHS will maintain the low
student-to-teacher ratio that
has helped make the Homestead School a caring and attentive academic environment.
In tandem, the staff of the
Homestead, SUNY Sullivan,
and The Center for Discovery will provide opportunities
for mentorship and counseling that support student growth
beyond academics.
“Early Colleges, much like
the Montessori movement,
operate from the principle that
we need to provide quality
educational opportunities that
help students become the best
versions of themselves, and
that doesn’t always mean fit-

ting into traditional educational models,” SUNY Sullivan President Jay Quaintance
said. “CCHS students will
have hands-on opportunities to
use SUNY Sullivan’s state-ofthe-art labs and onsite organic
farm to explore topics including the natural and health sciences, visual arts, and farm to
table culinary adventures. Education, now more than ever,
needs to develop individuals
who understand that a sustainable future requires practiced
stewardship, meaningful partnerships and collective wisdom. CCHS seeks to model
these ideals in our work and
service.”
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CCHS Director Jack Comstock

This type of collaborative
educational model between a
private high school and public
college is unique in the SUNY
network.
State University of New
York Chancellor Dr. Jim
Malatras attended the ribbon cutting, and said, “The
new Collaborative College
High School will serve as
a model for breaking down
barriers between K-12 and
Continued on page 2

LIBERTY – Sullivan County
Public Health Services has begun preparations to offer a third
dose of the Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines to eligible populations.
“Right now we’re waiting
on the NYS Department of
Health, whose Commissioner
Howard Zucker has convened
the State’s Clinical Advisory
Task Force to finalize guidance
on how we can distribute and
administer these doses,” Public Health Director Nancy McGraw said.
Those preparations include:
• Determining locations and staffing
for clinic sites
• Creating a notification system
• Gathering necessary supplies
• Informing local physicians, healthcare organizations and other partners

“We’ve amassed a good deal
of experience delivering vaccines, so we mostly know what
we have to do,” Ms. McGraw
said. “I just ask that people be
patient as we develop these
third-dose clinics. We will announce where they’re happen-

ing and who’s eligible just as
soon as we can.”
In the meantime, Public
Health Services continues to
urge parents of children over
12 years old to be vaccinated,
and anyone who works with
children in schools or daycare
settings to get vaccinated now
if they have not yet done so,
before school starts. Just over
63% of Sullivan County’s yearround population age 18 and
older has received at least one
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine,
but active coronavirus cases
continue to climb due to the
Delta variant, currently standing at 175, six of whom are
in the hospital. An additional
death has also occurred, taking
the cumulative total to 79.
“In communities with vaccination rates less than 70%,
and in parts of the County with
very low vaccination rates, the
likelihood that the Delta variant
will continue to put the unvaccinated at higher risk, and make
them very sick, is real. This includes children too young (less
than age 12) to be vaccinated

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO

Sullivan County Public Health
Director Nancy McGraw

yet,” Ms. McGraw said.
“The ages of those being admitted to the hospital – almost
all of whom are unvaccinated –
are getting younger, with 83%
of the admissions currently
between the ages of 19 and 54
years old. And over half of all
new positive cases since July 1
have been among individuals
younger than 35,” she added.
“There is no pediatric ICU
available in Sullivan County,
and if younger children start
getting sick enough to need
hospital admission, their families will have a very difficult
time, financially and emotion-

ally, having to travel out of the
county.”
Public Health Services
continues to offer free Pfizer
doses (ages 12 and older) every Wednesday from 2-6 p.m.
at its offices at 50 Community
Lane in Liberty. Walk-in or
register at www.sullivanny.
us/Departments/Publichealth/
COVIDvaccines/clinics. Local pharmacies and healthcare
providers are also offering free
shots, and in homebound cases,
Public Health can make personal visits. (Call 845-292-5910 to
schedule, if homebound.)
Other vaccination locations
with current stock can be found
at www.vaccines.gov, by texting your zip code to 438829
or by calling 1-800-232-0233.
If you have questions about
COVID-19, call the New York
State COVID-19 Hotline at
1-888-364-3065.
Ms. McGraw also strongly
encourages everyone – vaccinated or unvaccinated – to
wear masks indoors and outContinued on page 3
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Hamlet Happenings

by Kathleen Sullivan

GETTING A JUMP
ON HALLOWEEN
by Kathleen Sullivan

Local Non-Profits Schedule Ghost Tours
And the Barryville-based
non-profit history education
SULLIVAN COUNTY – group, The Delaware ComSummer may not yet have pany, has announced that it
given way to fall, but two will once again be staging
Sullivan County non-profits the Haunted History Lantern
have already announced plans Tours at Fort Delaware in Narto mark Halloween by repris- rowsburg from 5:30 to 9:30
ing popular tours of haunted p.m. on Saturday, October 9.
places.
The rain date is the following
The Sullivan County Dra- Saturday, October 16.
matic Workshop last month
The Haunted History Lanheld auditions for its wildly tern Tours features re-enactors
successful Haunted Theatre in period dress telling ghost
Tours of the Rivoli Theater in stories from local colonial-era
South Fallsburg. The haunted history. Music will be providtours are schedule for October ed by the Tara Minstrels, and
8, 9, 15, 16, 22 and 23.
cider and donuts will be availThe Rivoli Theater, pur- able for purchase.
chased by the SCDW in 1998,
The Haunted History Landates back to 1923, and has tern Tours are touted as a
been the subject of a num- family-friendly event, and
ber of studies by the Sullivan are conducted as a fundraiser
Paranormal SocietyFirst
thatwillhave
for20th
The
Delaware
Company,
Hurleyville-Sullivan
hold its
Annual
“Deck the
Doors”
indicated
unusual contest
psychiconacwhichDecember
will be 15.
operating Fort
holiday
decorating
Thursday,
tivity in certain areas of the Delaware beginning next year
“Decka the
Doors”
holiday
on
the classic holiday song, under
building.
special
arrangement
decorating
contest
on
will
be
presented
on
Friday,
Anyone wishing additional with the County. For more
Thursday, December
15th.
December
9th and
Satur- information
information about
the Haunted
about the event,
The
group
will
tour
every
day,
December
10th
at
7:00
Theatre Tours is urged to con- contact Delaware Company
road in Hurleyville
on the
PM
and
on Sunday,
De- president
tact the
director
of the producJohn Conway
by
night
of
the
contest
and
cember
11th
at
1:00
PM.
tion, Dawn Perneszi, via email way of email at jconway52@
judge all holiday-decorated
A
family production of a hotmail.com.
at nyx6117@yahoo.com.
live radio play, “Miracle on doors in the hamlet. Win34th Street” will be pre- ners of the contest will be
sented on Friday, December awarded prizes furnished
9th and Saturday, Decem- by Hurleyville business
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on owners and members of
Sunday, December 11th at Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur2:00 PM.
On Saturday, September
17th
First conAdmission for “I’m Getting leyville-Sullivan
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
Nuttin for Christmas” is tinue to work on projects
will present Rock-Americana
to the revital$7.00. Admission for “Mir- contributing
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
of
our
hamlet. Anyacle on 34th Street” is ization
Museum.
$10.00. The admission one interested in the future
price for both performances of Hurleyville is encouraged to join the group.
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to Hurleyville-Sullivan First
help support the Thunder meets on the 3rd Thursday
Country “Toys for Tots” of each month at 7:00 PM
drive and receive $2 off at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvilyour admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will leny.com for more information and to see the progress
be served.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
will hold the 20th Annual making.
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The Scene

Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville
by Jane Harrison

by Win Hadley

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your HURLEYVILLE
favorite Winter activities?

- SULLIVAN FIRST

The members of Hurleyville-Sullivan First have
been busy all summer.
The plants in the barrels on
Main Street and in the planters at the entrances to Hurleyville and at the Hurleyville
Firehouse are all blooming.
The signs at the entrances
to Hurleyville and at the entrance to the Milk Train Trail
have received a painting “refresh.” The historical kiosk
at the Hurleyville Firemen’s
Park is being repaired. New,
larger, weather-proof cabiWilliams
netsJayden
are being
created, and
(Age
10):
will be installed at the Little
“Yes,Library
I like the
Free
at snow,
the Hursnowball
fights,
leyville Firemen’s Park.
building visit
snowmen
Please
www.hurand
forts
for
when
leyvilleny.com for more inmy dad
throws
formation
about
Hurleyvillesnowballs
me,can also
Sullivan First. at
You
sledding,
visit andHurleyville-Sullivan
I
like
sledding
First on Facebook.too.”
HURLEYVILLE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
The Bread of Life Food
Pantry at the church will be
open on Thursday, September 23, and on Thursday,
September 30, from 3 until 5
p.m. Anyone who is not vaccinated should wear a mask
when visiting the food pantry.
Sunday services at the
church begin at 9 a.m. The
Bible study group meets in
the sanctuary at the church
everyAvery
Tuesday
at 7 p.m. FulCarrier
ly vaccinated
churchgoers
do
(Age 6):
not
have
to wear
a mask
“Yes,
because
you
can in
theplay
church.
baseball with
Pastor
Jorge
is delivering
snow and
a shovel.
sermons
online
on
Facebook
I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a
snow fight. Oh, and
I like sledding too.”
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MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY
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FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

TORNADOES IN
NEW YORK STATE

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC
HONORS

C

ongratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School
Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State
Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Association (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition. Ms.
Barber and the award recipients are hard at work rehearsing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, December 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

NEW NAME, NEW LOCATION, SAME CREATIVE DRIVE
TCFD’s Innovation Labs Now in Rock Hill
September 2021

by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – With
September upon us and Autumn right around the corner,
the team at The Center for
Discovery’s THINC (Technology Hub and Incubator)
has a new name and a new
location, but the same enthusiasm, creativity and innovative spirit.
Appropriately renamed the
Innovation Labs at The Center for Discovery, Rock Hill
is their new home, located in
the bright, sprawling space
of the second floor at the
Children’s Specialty Hospital building.
There is plenty of room
for both the American Portfolio Assistive Technology
Lab and the Walter and Vera
Scherr Design Lab, where
clinicians, educators and
other staff at TCFD can col-

After a year and a half of
pandemic-induced immobility, we had the opportunity to
spend a few days away from
Divine Corners, at the Atlantic shore. So off we went on
vacation, to see the sea.
We live, in the Catskills,
in a region of encompassing
forests and mountains; our
cottage is bounded by the
woods behind us, the hills
of Neversink around us, and,
in the distance, the imposing
ridgeline of the Slide Mountain Wilderness. Verticals
predominate; we live aslant,
looking ahead to what’s over
the next rise. The landscape
declares vistas, but to actually take in an unbroken horizontal you’d have to climb
one of its mountains, and
even that’s no guarantee –
you can reach the peak only
to find the view obscured by
dense foliage and forest.
As we travel toward the
shore - heading south, then
east – we descend from the
verticality of our home terrain; the Catskills gradually
dwindle, the landscape flattens, and a sense of horizon-
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laborate with designers and
engineers to creatively solve
problems.
Assistive technology for
students at TCFD, like the
tool grabber, the wrist talker
and the Bluetooth switch
interface were created at
THINC and continue to undergo improvements at the
Innovation Labs, under the
guidance of Jason Kean,
Director of Innovation and
Mark McNamara, Design
and Fabrication Coordinator.
There’s also plenty of room
for the production and editing of creative educational
videos for TCFD staff and
students in the digital media
lab.
Julie Palmer, Project Coordinator, has been especially busy during the pandemic,
filming and editing videos
that are shared on the TCFD
network. Her current proj-

The Children’s Specialty Hospital Building in Rock Hill is the new home of TCFD’s Innovation Labs.

ects include a self-advocacy
video for new employees,
filming Taft grant seminars,
and a baseball showcase
video that highlights newly

Out Divine
Corners Way
by Jonathan Shimkin

tal expansiveness displaces
the familiar sense of enclosure. The look of what we see
induces a change in how we
feel, a fact that accounts for
some of the avidity around
vacations: change your view,
change your view.
Reaching the level shoreline at the end of our journey, we revel in the sense of
unbounded space; nothing
obtrudes between us and the
horizon line. After orienting
to verticals for so long, the
experience of the primacy
of horizontals is like a long
slow exhalation of breath;
everything comes down to
earth; one is, perforce, on the
level. Emerson said that the
health of the eye demands
a horizon, and here, by the
sea, the eye’s the limit, to
the very edges of the perceptible.
On our second day out, we

sit on the southern shore of a
great bay. The point of egress
to the raw, unbuffered Atlantic is hard to see; from where
we sit, the northern arms of
the bay overlap in a way that
appears seamless. The bay
has the self-contained placidity of a lake, the waters as
calm, the tide as subdued – a
gentle lapping of waves, the
slightest of undertows. One
can swim in a line parallel to
the beach for as long as one
can swim.
The buoyancy of the salt
water makes it possible for
me to float, something I’m
unable to do in the fresh water of the Catskills (“Neversink” is a serious misnomer to me). Lying back,
letting the subdued pulse of
the bay’s waves sway me
with a gentle undulating
motion, like the pendular
swing of a rocking chair or

learned baseball skills of students at the Ridge campus, a
great project created by Bari
Allor, a veteran recreation
team member.

the sway of a hammock, I let
go of any residual sense of
enclosure; I surrender to the
luxury of unstructured time;
I find my vacation in the moment. What a different sense
of self from that imparted by
the adamantine verticality of
the mountains; this seaside
self seems ready to disperse
into air.
We’re away only a few
days and already it’s time
to head back. On the return journey we retrace our
steps – west, then north –
and watch the highlands reemerge along familiar contours. The Catskill nights
are beginning to lengthen,
with an early intimation of
autumn in the cooler evening air. The expansiveness
of the shoreline is something
we internalize, a topography
to be revisited in dreams and
reverie. Having changed our
view, our view is changed,
and we see our home anew.
Jonathan Shimkin, writer and
editor, may be contacted at jonathanshimkin@gmail.com, or via
his website: jonathanshimkin.
weebly.com.

Non-Profits Welcome County’s Discretionary Contracts To Be Considered
MONTICELLO – The Sullivan County Legislature will be
accepting applications for the
2022 Legislative Discretionary
Contract Program, intended for
not-for-profit agencies to apply
for consideration of legislative funding. Resolution No.
327-16, unanimously passed
on July 21, 2016, adopted Program Guidelines for analyzing
annual requests for funding.
The purpose of the Legislative contract application process is to identify local entities, including community and
not-for-profit
organizations
throughout Sullivan County,
that have specific needs or

countywide significance by
tying applications to identified County and municipal
goals. The applicant must be
a not-for-profit agency or civic
organization operating within
Sullivan County that is not part
of County government.

The application deadline is
October 1, 2021, and applications must be completed and
submitted in one of the following ways:
· Complete the application
on-line via the PDF form on
the Sullivan County web-

COVID BOOSTER SHOTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

doors where you cannot be at
least six feet away from another person, and you are in a
large group for greater than 15
minutes.
“Our primary goal right now
is to vaccinate individuals 12
and older in order to offer the
best protection we can to our
children before the school year
begins,” she said. “Vaccination
and masks are the two most
effective prevention tools we
have, and they work.”
Meanwhile, officials reported last week that there have

reported by a summer camp in
the county.
The Sullivan County Public
Health Department says anyone who worked at or attended
Camp Veritas at Lake Champion in Glen Spey from August
14 through August 19 may have
been exposed to COVID-19.
Multiple cases of COVID-19
have resulted from exposures
there during this timeframe.
Ms. McGraw recommends
that if you or your child were
there, monitor for symptoms
of COVID-19, which may include (but are not limited to)
fever, chills, shortness of breath
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muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell,
sore throat, congestion, or runny nose, nausea or vomiting,
diarrhea. Anyone experiencing
symptoms indicative of COVID-19 should contact their
medical provider to discuss a
plan of care.
Ms. McGraw advises residents to consider any public site
in Sullivan County a potential
site of COVID-19 exposure,
due to a persistent increase in
newly diagnosed COVID-19
cases throughout the County.
According to Ms. McGraw,
the best way to prevent the

site, https://www.sullivanny.
us/.
· Submit the application and
supporting documentation as
email attachments to Michelle
Huck at michelle.huck@sullivanny.us.
· Mail or hand-deliver the
printed application and supporting documentation to the
Office of the Sullivan County
Manager, c/o Michelle Huck,
County Government Center,
100 North Street, Monticello,
NY 12701.
Applications will be reviewed by the County Legislature during the budget process.

to be adhering to proper safety
measures such as wearing your
mask, vaccination, avoiding
unnecessary contact with others, as well as practicing basic
personal hygiene. This includes
washing your hands frequently
and thoroughly, refraining
from touching your face and
avoiding unnecessary contact
with others.
“Should you feel ill, contact
your healthcare provider,” she
advises. “These simple steps
will help prevent the spread of
the virus and protect you and
your loved ones.”

With the new school year
starting soon, there is also
room at the Innovation Labs
for socially distanced learning and problem-solving
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activities for local school
groups through the Sullivan
BOCES “TEAMS Challenge” program. This volunteer afterschool program is

open to all junior high and
high school students and focuses on the development of
project management, design
thinking, collaboration and
presentation.
Each school fields a team
of up to 15 students who
work together to devise solutions to authentic challenges.
These challenges focus on
improving an aspect of each
team’s school, and often include learning design software and prototyping with
3-D printers or laser cutters.
Members develop critical
thinking, community involvement and partnerships,
and participate in activities
related to STEAM - Science,
Technology, Engineering,
Arts and Math. The program
culminates in a meet-up
where teams present their
solutions to each other and
to a panel of local experts,

who judge the competition
using a performance rubric
that awards points for each
team’s solution, display and
oral presentation.
The Fallsburg Maker’s
Club is an after-school group
that met weekly at THINC
before the pandemic, and our
team hopes to rekindle relationships and guide young
makers once again from
the Fallsburg Junior Senior
High School through weekly
creative projects during the
upcoming school year. The
club will meet in Hurleyville
at the site of the Collaborative College High School,
thanks to their school leader,
Jack Comstock.
The Innovation Labs team
is looking forward to new
beginnings in Rock Hill, and
picking up where we left off
with new students from all
around Sullivan County.

County Names Public Safety Commissioner
Legislature Unanimously Confirms Appointment

MONTICELLO-- Sullivan
County Manager Joshua A.
Potosek is pleased to welcome
Thomas Farney as the new
Commissioner of Public Safety, commencing September 13.
“Tom by far was the most
qualified candidate I interviewed, with extensive experience in emergency management and counterterrorism
efforts,” Mr. Potosek said. “I
welcome Tom to the team and
look forward to working closely with him to protect and enhance the safety and security of
the people of Sullivan County.”
Mr. Farney possesses a master’s in public administration
from Marist College and has
served as a NYS Department
of Criminal Justice Services
instructor; a policy, procedure
and compliance officer; and an
emergency management coordinator. For the past 22 years,
he has worked for the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) Police Department,
most recently as Detective
Sergeant for its Interagency
Counter Terrorism Task Force,
which includes a close working
relationship with the FBI and
the NYS Intelligence Center.
The MTA network comprises the nation’s largest bus
fleet and more subway and
commuter rail cars than all
other U.S. transit systems combined. It serves a population of
15.3 million people across a
5,000-square-mile travel area
surrounding New York City
through Long Island, southeastern New York State, and
Connecticut.
In his role with the MTA,
Mr. Farney coordinated efforts
between law enforcement and
fire/EMS responders, includ-
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New County Public Safety
Commissioner Thomas Farney

ing interagency meetings,
emergency drills, and most
recently the State response to
the COVID-19 pandemic, for
which the MTA played a vital role. He also responded to
large-scale events throughout
the City, including transports
and escorts during 9/11 recovery efforts.
Overall, Mr. Farney brings
more than 25 years of public
service to his new County role,
including over 20 in law enforcement.
“Serving as the Counter
Terrorism Coordinator and
developing relationships and
working with leaders in the
emergency services community – including Emergency
Management, Law Enforcement and Fire Departments – I
was privileged to play an integral part in the MTA PD’s success in protecting and serving
millions of commuters daily,”
Mr. Farney acknowledges. “I
retired in May and thought it
would be easy to transition into
that life, but I quickly came to
realize that I miss helping others and doing the kind of work
that makes life better and safer

for all.”   
“I’m grateful for the support
of the County Manager and
Legislature and am excited to
come to Sullivan County,” he
adds. “I look forward to getting to know and work with the
very talented staff and a dedicated County leadership that
places safety and quality of
life for residents as a priority in
government.”
As Commissioner of Public
Safety, Mr. Farney will oversee
the County’s Division of Public Safety, which includes the
Office of Emergency Management/Homeland Security, the
Bureau of Fire, the Bureau of
EMS, and the 911 Center. He’ll
also be responsible for the
County’s Emergency Operations Center when activated (as
it has been for pandemic and
storm events).

“I welcome Mr. Farney to
Sullivan County, and I look
forward to working closely
with him on behalf of the public,” said District 4 Legislator
Nicholas Salomone, chair of
the Legislature’s Public Safety
Committee. “This is a position
we cannot afford to have sit vacant for very long, and I expect
he’ll have plenty on his plate
on day one.”
Mr. Farney currently resides in Stormville in Dutchess
County, but plans to relocate
shortly to Sullivan. He enjoys
outdoor activities such as ATV/
snowmobile riding and hiking
with his wife, 10-year-old son
and two dogs.
“His resume speaks for itself,” Legislature Chairman
Robert A. Doherty said. “I am
very glad he chose to work and
live here in Sullivan County.”

CASA MIA COMING
TO HURLEYVILLE
New Restaurant to Open

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY

by Brian Dennis

HURLEYVILLE – Hurleyville’s Main Street was
dealt a devastating blow last
spring when the iconic Italian restaurant, Frankie’s &
Johnny’s closed down after
more than 40 years in the
same location. But the building where the Nardi family
spent decades building a following of friends and fans
won’t be empty much longer.
A new restaurant and pizzeria named Casa Mia will
be opening soon at 205
Main Street.
At press time, there was
still no indication of exactly
when the new restaurant
would open, but all indications point to sometime this

month. The new owners
got approval for their sign,
which made an appearance
on the building last month.
The Casa Mia Ristorante
Corporation, with the 205
Main Street address was organized in May of this year
by Antonio Marica Jimenez.
While nothing will ever
truly replace Frankie &
Johnny’s, it is encouraging
to see another new place to
eat opening on Main Street.
With the ongoing presence
of The Pickled Owl, once
the Tango Café finally opens
for regular business hours
there will again be a variety
of options for those looking
to eat out in the hamlet.

Welcome to Hurleyville,
Casa Mia.
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From the Firehouse

TThe Hurleyville Fire Department is always looking
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2016
September 2021
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A DAY AT THE MUSEUM
Ghost Hunt Turns Up Surprises

A few easy steps can save your life!

September 13, 1916
News of the Week

x

Have a service person inspect
and clean your chimney , wood
stove or furnace each year.

George Calhoun, formerly
x Use a metal or glass fireplace
superintendent of highways screen to keep sparks from
for the Town of Fallsburg and hitting nearby carpets or
who supervised the building furniture.
x Keep kindling, paper, and décor
of the stone road from Fallsburg Station to the Thompson away from fireplaces and
town line as well as the stone wood stoves.
x Never use gas or lighter fluid to
road from Centerville to Glen
Wild, has been engaged by start a fireplace or wood stove.
Superintendent Wm. Nelson
x Burn only seasoned wood.
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ed a hardware store in Hurleyville several years ago but
who moved to Poughkeepsie,
selling his business to E G
Pierson, was in town last week
calling on friends.
***
We understand Asa Kortright and Mrs. Walter Lawrence were united in marriage
this week and she has moved
her family from Hurleyville
and joined his family at Divine
Corners.
September 10, 1937
Quietest Labor Day
for Sullivan County
The quietest Labor Day holiday ever to occur since Sullivan County became famous
as a summer resort was experienced over the past weekend.
Although several opinions
were heard as to the date of the
last concurrence of the Jewish
New Year and Labor Day, all
were agreed that it was before
the present century.
Stores took a three day holiday which started Sunday and
extended until Tuesday night.
Even restaurants open twentyfour hours daily were closed
for the duration of the Jewish
holiday. Somewhat similar
conditions prevailed in MontiNovogradsky,
Davis,Liberty
Lacello,
South Fallsburg,
chowitz,
and
Balbirer.
For
and Woodridge.
theSome
Eagles,
Mormon,
Welter,
of the large hotels enFisk, Hodge,
Jacobgaged
cantors Levine,
to conduct
relison,
Walter
and
Knapp
will
gious services while in almost
every other resort laymen took
charge. Sports and dancing
were kept to a minimum, but
even though these conditions

had been anticipated, all hotels were liberally patronized,
though perhaps not quite so
heavily as on other Labor Day
weekends.
Annual G.O.P. Picnic Marks
Opening
of Election Campaign
Lewis K. Rockefeller of
Hudson, Republican designee for Congress, William A.
Chandler of Neversink, candidate for Assemblyman, District
Attorney Henry Hirschberg of
Newburgh, William R, Ryan,
candidate for County Treasurer, Special Judge Henry F.
Gardner of Callicoon, P.V.D.
Gott of Goshen, and others
will be among the speakers
Saturday evening, September
11 at the annual Republican
picnic and rally at the Sackett Lake House, three miles
from Monticello. Republicans
from all 15 towns are invited
to attend, Chairman Howard
Beecher said today. The picnic is under the auspices of the
Town of Thompson Republican clubs.
Prominent Democrat Passes
Away

Political friends and foes
be ready
for action.
This
alike
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on Wednesgame
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to
draw
day to the memory of John K.a
huge crowd
and will startforat
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of Bloomingburg,
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mer Assemblyman and leader
dancing
afterCounty
the game.
of
Sullivan
Democrats for more than 40 years,
who died Saturday at Horton
Memorial Hospital in Middletown.
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THE COLUMBIA COP CAPER

Fallsburg
Constable
Bronco Kelly is helping out
his old boss, Ben Knapp,
owner of the Columbia Farm
Hotel, by serving as security
for the weekend while more
than a hundred New York
City cops let their hair down.
He has just consented to play
a round of golf with the son
of the only other guest at the
hotel, wealthy socialite Louise Corning, which sounds
harmless enough, but does a
new adventure await?
Edwin Corning turned out
to be a pleasant young fellow,
extremely polite and inquisitive, but not very athletic or
interested in learning how
to play golf. Still, we took
our time playing on the nifty
little course, most of which
was within sight of the main
house.
It was a hilly course, but
Edwin didn’t complain,
even when he appeared to
be winded by the walk up
some of the steeper slopes.
Of course, I was carrying
the bag of clubs, which we
shared, so he had no additional burden to bear.
The time seemed to pass

quickly, and after completing
the final hole, on which Edwin was actually able to sink
a long putt to finish his round
on a high note, we made our
way back to the little shack
adjacent to the first tee to
return the clubs. I took them
inside the little building,
leaving Edwin waiting just
outside, and spent a few minutes chatting with Shorty Ryerson, the guy who took care
of the course and dispensed
the clubs. He had been at the
Columbia forever, it seemed,
and we had worked together
there years before, prior to
the construction of the golf
course.
When I emerged from the
shack, Edwin was standing
off to the side, talking with
a young man about his own
age, who had apparently arrived with a small group
of others. There were three
older men, who looked like
they might have been cops,
and one other younger man,
perhaps a year or two younger than Edwin in addition to
the young man Edwin was
speaking to.
As soon as Edwin spotted

me coming out of the shack,
he stopped his conversation
and walked toward me, perhaps a bit more abruptly than
I would have considered normal.
“Are we all set?” he asked
as he approached. “It must be
time for lunch.”
“We’re all set,” I replied.
“and I’m sure your mother
is waiting for you to eat with
her. I hope you had a good
time.”
“Thank you, Mr. Kelly, for
your patience with me. I am
not much of an athlete, I’m
afraid, but I did enjoy myself
today. I’m sure we’ll see you
again.”
“Looks like you might
have made a new friend,” I
said, motioning toward the
young man with the group
of golfers who were about
ready to tee off.
“What do you mean?” he
answered almost defensively.
“I don’t know him.”
“Oh, my mistake,” I said.
“It just looked like you were
deep in conversation when I
came out.”
“We barely spoke.”
I let it go at that, and we

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED

Almost all of the nifty nine-hole golf course at the Columbia was
within sight of the main building.

went our separate ways. He
headed for the dining room
to meet his mother, and I
climbed the stairs to see if
Irene was in our room. She
was unpacking a few things
when I walked in, and I don’t
give Edwin Corning another
thought for the rest of the
day.
Irene and I passed the afternoon leisurely walking the
grounds of the hotel, which
gave me a chance to keep an
eye on the hundreds of New
York City cops who were
checking in throughout the
day. Irene walked until she
was exhausted, then went

Fallsburg JSHS Completes Renaissance Grant
FALLSBURG – During
the winter of 2020, Fallsburg Jr/Sr High School’s
Kristen Meyer applied for
a Sullivan Renaissance
Garden Grant for $1500.
When she was searching
for volunteers to do the
planting around the entrance to the school library,
she heard that the school
Ecology Club, under Advisor Goranka Rogg, was
also looking to do some
gardening at the school.
They joined forces cleaning out old mulch, replacing it and planting flowers
and shrubs to spruce up the
entire area. One of the requirements of the grant was
receiving matching in-kind
or cash donations from
vendors in the area. Woodbourne Lawn & Garden
made generous donations
to the project with topsoil
and mulch. Manza’s Nursery in Montgomery, along
with Liberty Agway provided discounts on trees
and plants for the entrance
beautification.
In late June on a Saturday morning, Ms. Meyer

PHOTO PROVIDED

sha Darboe, Neema Darboe, Cyriah Russell, Ruth
Murillo. They were joined
by the following adult staff
members Sharon Blake
and Lisa Pacheco. Of great
support for the operation
were custodians Kyle Donnelly and Craig Cookingham.
In addition to the dona-

tions and grant funds, the
Ecology Club raised money through the selling of
discount cards. Ms. Meyer
intends on applying for an
additional grant from Sullivan Renaissance to improve other entrances to
the building with perennial
flowers and shrubs.

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA TO PERFORM IN HURLEYVILLE
HPAC Welcomes SCCO for Monthly Concerts

HURLEYVILLE The Hurleyville Performing Arts Centre
(HPAC) is thrilled to
welcome the Sullivan County Chamber
Orchestra
(SCCO)
on a recurring basis through the remaining months of
2021. SCCO will perform in Hurleyville
five times between
August 28 and December 4, 2021, with
additional appearances scheduled for 2022.
The residency began with
“Sounds of Jewish Culture,”
a two-part live event on Saturday, August 28th and Sunday, August 29th. The performances were a collaborative
effort between Klezmer Band
Big Galut(e) and the Sullivan

County Chamber Orchestra
to celebrate Jewish culture
and music.
Featured players from
SCCO included violinists
Akiko Hosoi, Alexander
Margolis, and Chelsea Wimmer, as well as cellist Kirsten
Jermé.

FROM THE
FALLSBURG
LIBRARY by Kelly Wells

& Amanda Letohic

Participants in the grant program included (left to right): Maritza Rivas Joya, Sharon
Blake, Dayanara Olan, Lisa Pacheco, Samantha Medina, Neema Darboe, Aisha Darboe,  Mike
Aguilar Torres, Kristen Meyer, Goranka Rogg, Haddy Gai, Marcos Fuentes Hernandez,
and Isaias Argueta Hernandez.

and Ms. Rogg brought their
groups together to begin
the preparation for the new
plantings. Included among
the students were Maritza
Rivas Joya, Samantha Medina, Isaias Argueta Hernandez, Cian Meyer, Dayanara Olan, Mike Aguilar
Torres, Marcos Fuentes
Hernandez, Haddy Gai, Ai-

up to take a short nap before
dinner.
I walked her upstairs, and
did a quick walk through
the main building, eventually ending up in the lobby,
where I spotted Ben Knapp.
We spoke briefly, and he updated me on the guest count.
He advised me that there was
a musical trio performing in
the dining room that night
and staying on for dancing
afterwards. He advised me
to be on the alert, especially
after the dancing ended, as

he expected the cops to be
pretty rowdy by then.
Despite Ben’s suspicions,
the evening proceeded without incident, and the dancing was enjoyable and uneventful. Irene and I actually
danced a couple of numbers
before she had had enough
and decided to retire to our
room. I walked her upstairs
and then returned to the dancing. As things were winding
down shortly after midnight,
I was standing by the door
watching people exit when I
spotted Mrs. Corning.
She had not been dancing,
but was apparently coming
in from outside. When she
saw me, she walked over.
“Good evening, Mr. Kelly. How fortuitous that we
should meet. I want to thank
you again for spending time
with my son this morning.
I am grateful, and I think
it meant a lot to Edwin, although he would probably
never admit it. He does not
have many friends and does
not make friends readily.”

We share a mission
of bringing great performances to our local audiences and are
so fortunate to have
them performing in
our ballroom, which
has excellent acoustics and is a great fit
for their sound,” says
Ellyane Hutchinson,
Chief Operations Officer at HPAC.
Tickets,
dates,
times, and other dePHOTO PROVIDED
tails can be found on
the HPAC website.
The September concert
For
more information on
will be “Art of the String
upcoming
events, visit hurQuartet” and is scheduled for
leyvilleartscentre.org
and
6 p.m. on September 18.
“The Sullivan County follow HPAC on Facebook
Chamber Orchestra is an en- and Instagram @hurleyvilsemble of world-class musi- leartscentre, and Twitter @
cians who are enhancing the hurleyvillearts.
cultural fabric of our region.

It’s September which
means back to school
and Library Card SignUp month! Library Card
Sign-Up month began 34
years ago as a national
campaign to get every
child to obtain a library
card and to use that library card. So what can
you get with your library
card?
As we periodically remind you – your library
card gives you access to
hundreds of thousands
of books, movies, magazines, audiobooks and
more from the 47 Ramapo Catskill Library
System member libraries.
And remember – it’s not
just the physical collections that you have access
to – you also have access
to hundreds of thousands
of electronic titles 24/7
through the OverDrive
and Libby apps. We also
recently added access to
Kanopy for Fallsburg Library card holders, where
you can stream hundreds
of movies and documentaries for all ages.
Getting a library card
is pretty simple. If you
live within the Fallsburg
Central School District,
just come down to the
Fallsburg Library (locat-

ed at 12 Railroad Plaza in
South Fallsburg – directly across from the Town
Hall and police station)
with current photo ID
and something with your
physical address (lease
agreement, NYSEG bill,
etc.). We’ll get you set up
with a library card that
you can start using immediately. If you have any
questions, and to check
our open hours, just give
us a call at 845-436-6067
or send us an email fbr@
rcls.org. We hope to see
you soon!
Please note that while
we have mostly returned
to business as usual for
regular library business
(checking in/out materials, using computers, faxing, etc.), face masks are
still required to be worn
by all individuals over the
age of 2 years – regardless of vaccination status
– while in the library.
Stay up to date with
the latest library updates
by following our Facebook page or visiting our
website, www.fallsburglibrary.org. As always,
thank you for continued
support and patience. We
wouldn’t be able to do
what we do without your
support. Be well!
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PART III

An Original Short Story by Jack Robbin

She said she had been for a
walk and then had spent the
remainder of the evening on
the porch, enjoying the peace
and quiet as well as a nightcap.
“I allow myself one highball after dinner each night,”
she confided. “I wouldn’t
want you to get the wrong
idea.”
I ended up walking her upstairs to the rooms she was
renting, and was just about
to say good night when she
let out a gasp.
We were just a few steps
from her door, and she had
her key in her hand when she
stopped suddenly and stared

at the door. It was wide open,
and even though it was dark
inside there was enough light
from the hallway to see that
clothing was strewn across
the floor.
“Someone has broken into
my room!” she exclaimed.
Looks as if Bronco Kelly
is in the middle of another
mystery. Find out more in
the next edition of The Hurleyville Sentinel. Our story
is work of fiction, and although Ben Knapp, Louise
Corning and Edwin Corning are real people, no representation is made as to the
accuracy of their characterizations here.

The Art of Being
by Deborah Chandler, Ph.D.

Empathy
In relationships, what people want more than anything
is to feel understood. Being
right is not terribly satisfying
unless power is your thing. If
you really crave connection,
then empathy is the royal
road.
Empathy is using your
mind and imagination to put
yourself in the other person’s
shoes. You are positioning
yourself to see the world
through the other person’s
perspective. Once there, you
have the power to affirm the
other person for what they
affirm.
Empathic affirmation is an
acknowledgement of understanding. It is not an agreement. From an empathic
stance we can always say,
“I understand and appreciate
where you’re coming from.”
We never have to add, “and I
agree.” Because we may not
agree. What we are offering
is understanding. Usually,
this brings a calming effect
to dialogue and the opportunity for further mutuality.
Empathy is a great tool
to have in a relational arsenal. Empathy creates connections without obligation.
Obligation feels constricting. With obligation we feel
coerced into an agreement
or belief we may not truly
endorse. We might take on
an obligation to minimize
conflict. We go along to get
along.
This passive acquiescence
to obligation often backfires.
When we’ve had enough of
feeling not understood, we

usually react negatively. We
may quietly shut down or
noisily protest. Either way
we have created less connection.
Empathic understanding
allows us to engage and affirm. We may ask the other
person to also understand our
position without the requirement of endorsing a position
they might not affirm. We
too want to feel understood.
Some people refer to themselves as “empaths.” This
assertion usually means they
feel at the mercy of their own
caring. They feel too much.
This is not empathy. This
is getting overly involved
in the needs and feelings of
other. Empathy implies a discipline with one’s boundaries. With empathy, we know
the difference between what
is ours and what is the other
person’s. With empathy we
do not collapse this distance.
Empathy implies respect
for differences. From an empathic stance we can witness
the multiplicity around us.
We can understand the motivations that other people
respond to. Again, we don’t
have to agree, but we can offer an acknowledgement of
their individual perspectives.
From my experience, empathy allows me to sidestep my judgements and to
connect with people who
expand my understanding.
I value the opportunity to
have these connections. Empathy provides a royal road
to mutuality.

Page 6

Hurleyville Sentinel, Hurleyville, N.Y.

September 2021

SENTINEL SPORTS

Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

Y

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ulou can walk into al- ster), the leagues have been
most any full-ser- hugely popular among men
vice bar in Sullivan and women of all ages, but
County and scan the room nowhere more than in Sullifor all the Chiefs that fol- to find an electronic dart van County, where the
lowed him. Bill worked machine hidden in the cor- league currently sits on an
for Schmidt’s Wholesales ner by a pool table or stand- astonishing 24 teams, all
for many years and retired ing alone in full view. If gathered each week at a diffrom there. He then went you’re an average patron, ferent participating bar for
to work at the Tarry Brae perhaps sometimes you’ve competitive play.
We’ve also got a home
Golf Course as a greens- got a few extra bucks on
team,
and you’ve probably
you
and
decide
to
give
it
a
keeper. Bill loved to mow.
You could put him on a shot, sliding singles into the been there before.
It’s the Tuesday before
mower first thing in the feeder and marveling at the
Thanksgiving,
and the
bright
screen
over
the
many
morning and he would
dimly-lit
lakeside
tavern is
options
for
game
play.
mow until quitting time,
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
What’s
cricket
got
to
do
then go home and mow
with darts, anyway? You calm before the storm, as
his own lawn.
likely shoot around for a lit- Bum & Kel’s in Loch ShelChairmen John Jaycox
tle while, about half of the drake is due to celebrate 44
and I had finished getting
business
on
BY JACK HALCHAK
soft-tip missiles actually years ofPHOTO
setup on Friday evening At
the Carlson
Golf Classic
were Wednesday
(left to right)
theDom
23rdMartinez
with an
sticking,
the others
strewn
in the firehouse when we closest
to ground
the pin where
winner,they
Tarry Brae
Pro Jeff
evening
of Walsh,
food and
and John
fun.
upon the
decided to have a taste of Brewer,
longest
drive
winner.
fell after bouncing off the Julie Bowers (née MorBill’s favorite beverage, board. Then, your food ar- man), one of the owners
Saturday
started
out who
appearance.
blackberry brandy. With rives
has long been in the
at the table,
or there
withpeople
an overcast
inturn
the family
Afterbusiness,
a great sits
lunch
of
a dismal weather forecast are
at the
waitingsky
their
morningyou
andwho
as look
tee time
hot
dogs
and
burgers
with
for Saturday we looked behind
like bar chatting with customers
approached
clouds
all thethe
trimmings,
it was
up to the heavens and they
anniversary,
and
actuallythe
know
howbeto about
gan
to
break
up
to
reveal
a
tee
time.
said, “Bill, Fred, Charlie: play, and you concede, no she’s kind enough to take
blue sky
with than
whitebefore,
fluffy some
Tarry
Jeff
DO NOT LET IT RAIN better
timeBrae
out ofpro
the busy
at darts
clouds.
As
the
day
proWalsh
had
the
course
in
ON BILL’S TOURNA- but
preparations
to
talk
about
flooded with the nostalgressed,
the
sun
made
an
tip-top
shape.
Because
MENT.”
gia of childhood hangouts in something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
friends’ basements.
But have you ever stayed quite some time now –
to watch those people be- darts. Bum & Kel’s has parhind you—the ones who ac- ticipated in the CADL for
tually know how to play-- in over a decade, a significant
action? There’s something portion of the bar’s history,
peculiar about the way they and Julie plays on one of the
play. They don’t just chuck bar’s two teams this winter
the darts at the bullseye and season.
She is joined by her hushope for the best, but instead throw them with pre- band, Ryan, a fellow teamcision and focus, ever mate and dart aficionado
tuned-in to the pie chart- who has played in the
looking board in front of league on a number of difthem. These people are re- ferent teams for years. Julie
ally good, and it’s the kind and Ryan offered a short
of skill one can only attain rundown on darts as a competitive sport, well-aware of
by playing a whole lot.
Are people really playing how foreign the concept can
darts often enough nowa- be to people who don’t play
days to become that good at darts themselves.
The basics: teams go
it?
As it turns out, darts are head-to-head each week in a
huge in Sullivan County, mixed league made up of
and it’s all thanks to Hur- both men and women. Playleyville’s own Shawn Mc- ers are assigned handicaps,
PHOTO
PROVIDED
it’s
done
Carthy
of
Catskill similar to the way
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football were
(left to
right):inAssistant
Jake Scanna,
golf, to Coach
rank people
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Shawn’s
famAssistant Coach Jonathan Bruno, ily
Head
Coach Dominick
Scanna, BBQ
Speech
on Chef
skill,and
give
teamsLanguage
the opbusiness
is well-known
Pathologist at FJSHS Jessica Scanna,
and
Assistant
Coach
David
Mellan.
for supplying high-end portunity to make strategic
amusements and gaming matchups, and to alter the
football found him, he turned lies
were throughout
inspired bymost
the port
Coach
Scanna
and end.
talk
overall
scores
in the
machines
his life around.
Coach’s
words
and
spirit.
He
with
parents.
When
he
was
a
of the Catskills and the Some teams take handicaps
He detailed all the things then
introduced
his
coaching
high
school
student,
he
disHudson Valley, but the com- and proper player-to-player
football taught him about staff
the upcoming
sea- covered
wrestling
at Montimatchups
rather seriously,
pany for
namesake
may be best
teamwork and effort: he son:
Assistant
Coach
David cello
High
learned
but for
theSchool.
Bum &HeKel’s
Aknown
to locals
for running
learned to develop the ability Mellan,
in his second
season; many
the samegot
lessons
as
team, ofthey’ve
a set
the Catskill
Amusements
to adjust and overcome adver- Modified
Head(CADL).
Coach PatScanna,
but from
lineup
that they
stick an
to indieach
Dart Leagues
Fa- Mr.
week. and not a team sport.
sity; to worry about only the rick
Sause,ininthree
his fifth
year; vidual
cilitated
counties
things we can control; he es- Assistant Coach Johnathan
The Comets will open the
tablished the will to succeed; Bruno; his son Jake Scanna, 2021 season either Friday,
and how to define who we in his first season as Assis- September 10 at Morningside
are, where we are going, and tant Coach; and Coach Athan Park or Saturday, September
how we are going to get there. Zeno, in his first season.
11 at the school field. Details
You could see that the
FCSD Superintendent Dr. were not yet finalized at press
young people and their fami- Ivan Katz was present to sup- time.
By Angelee Santillo

by Jack Halchak

The foursome of Nick
Price, Ty Schmidt, Mike
Rojas and Dom Martinez
shot 14 under par to capture the 10th Annual Bill
Carlson Golf Classic at
Tarry Brae Golf Course
on August 21. Their score
was two strokes better than the group of Joe
Flores, Jerry Williams,
Mike Kurus and Howard
Swett. Sixteen foursomes
teed off in a shotgun start
using the best ball format.
Bill Carlson was a Past
Chief of the Hurleyville
Fire Department, and
was extremely active in
the department right up
until his passing. He was
the first Hurleyville Fire
Chief to win the Blue
Ribbon Trophy at the
County Parade. It was an
example and goal he set

Fallsburg’s Football Program Kicks Off
FALLSBURG – Benjamin
Cosor Elementary School
(BCES) first grade teacher
Dominick Scanna is passionate about several things—
teaching early childhood
bi-lingual education, coaching sports and the game of
football. He expressed the
importance of football on
his own life and on the lives
of the young people that he
has met during his years as
modified and varsity football teams at Fallsburg Central School District when he
hosted a BBQ on August 7,
2021 for parents and prospective football players at
BCES Football Field.
“Football teaches us that
we need each other,” said
Coach Scanna.There are
two types of education. One
teaches us how to make a
living. The other teaches us
how to live. In 20 minutes of
encouraging the young kids
and their parents to come out
for the modified and varsity
football programs, Mr. Scanna summoned forth his inner
Vince Lombardi and Martin
Luther King Jr. He confessed
that he was not a focused
student in high school, and
he admitted that he had to repeat a school year before he
reached high school. Once
he found football or, rather,

FIFTY YEARS AGO… SUNY Sullivan Booters Third in Tourney
by John Conway

CORNING – It was 50
years ago this month—on
September 24 and 25 of
1971, that the SUNY Sullivan Generals soccer team
traveled to upstate Corning, NY to compete in the
Corning Invitational Soccer
Tournament.
The Generals ended up
taking home third place in
the event, after dropping
their opening game to the
host Corning Community
College by a 1-0 score. Corning’s Mohammad Kasamall

drove home a penalty kick at
the eight-minute mark of the
second period for the only
score in the game.
The loss placed Sullivan
in the consolation game
the following day against
Tompkins-Cortland Community College, which had
lost its opener against Alfred
Tech. The Generals scored
a pair of third period goals
and played outstanding defense throughout the contest
to record a 2-1 come-frombehind win and take home
the third place trophy.
Sullivan goalie Herb Bar-

coa, who had recorded 29
saves in the opening day
loss, stopped ten shots from
Tompkins-Cortland, which
had taken a 1-0 lead in the
second period. Sullivan responded in the following
stanza with scores from center halfback Kevin Larrick
and lineman Jack McShane.
Larrick was named to the
tournament’s all-star team,
as was Sullivan’s fullback,
Fred Davis.
Alfred Tech downed
Corning in the title game by
a 4-1 tally.
The Generals suffered

through a rough 1971 season, finishing last in the
Mid-Hudson Conference,
which was won by Westchester County Community
College with a perfect 5-0
mark while Orange, Ulster,
and Rockland County Community Colleges all tied for
second place with identical 3-2 records. Dutchess
County edged out Sullivan
for fifth.
Only one General gained
all-star recognition at the
season’s end, as Jack McShane was accorded honorable mention.

“The handicaps and Sullivan County.
“The point of the league is
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de- to spread love and spend
tecting my confusion at the money at local businesses,”
rules of the game. “You can he says, sipping on a beer
run a number of different and smiling as he looks
matchups – your best vs. around the bar at his wife’s
their best, your best vs. their family establishment. “We
worst, and try to see how to like to try new bars and new
best leverage your scores.” foods. We always get dinner
After listening some more, and drinks [on dart night]
I get a sense of just how because Julie, being a bar
competitive this league is. owner, understands the imThere have been arguments portance of supporting
over referring to darts as an local.”
Feeling so welcomed and
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and engaged by my new friends
regimented format put forth at Bum & Kel’s, I could
by the league and Sullivan have talked all night about
County locals makes it rival the ins-and-outs of darts. By
any of the other reputable the end, I even got the itch
leagues we have here. There to find a bar and jump on a
are even separate winter and team myself. But as the
PHOTO BY JACK HALCHAK
summer leagues, and al- night came to a close, I had
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“We usually make play- $5,000 for the golfer, a
“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says, offs,” Julie says, smiling at $500 VISA gift card on
glancing at the pool table at the question. “But we 11, Omaha Steaks for a
the front of the bar, “but I haven’t won a champi- year on number 17, and a
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for onship yet.”
They say they’re amidst a
me. So we joined the dart
Train
Your
Body
and
Youryear”
Mind
“rebuilding
this winleague and have been playter and that, although confiing ever since.”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
byEverything
John Conway is
chargeinoftheir
yourteam’s
health!ability
done dent
course
meets for
every
be a real
challenge
the
through the machines by toThe
LOCH
SHLEDRAKE
–
Tuesday
in
September
via the trail to create approximateCatskill Amusements, and best teams in the league, this
ly 30 miles of continuous trail.
Are youlinked
readytotothe
train
your is
Zoom
6 -7top.m.
not from
likely
be Regtheir
they’re
Internet
Mr. Doherty has said he
body
andthere
yourismind?
ister at: https://docs.google.
season. Next
so
that
continuity championship
The September
Strength year,
com/.../1FAIpQLSclSRnt.../
though, after getting would also like to see the
throughout
every electronic
Series
at
SUNY
Sullivan
viewform.
dartboard in the county. Ac- used to the lineup they have historic Ferndale trestle rewill consist
of a and
45-minute
Questions
be believes
submit- constructed as a footbridge,
Bum &can
Kel’s
cording
to Julie
Ryan, now,
shot at making the trail even more of
metabolic
ted byhave
emaila toreal
wellness@
you
can resistance
approach trainany they
the title.
Catskill
Amusements
darta snagging
ing workout
followed by
sunysullivan.edu.
a lure for tourists. He sees a
In any case, you don’t completed continuous trail as
machine
Sullivan
15-minuteinlesson
on a and
fitfind
the most re- have to be in the somewhat- a major boost to the county,
ness-photos
relatedof
topic.
cent
tournament
champions, intimidating 24-team dart
Metabolic
resistance
addressing two significant
statistics,
training isand
an handicaps
efficient of league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome problems: poor health and a
all
players.
The
andthe
effective
way
to success
get
of
the league
forged bet- to start a new team with a sluggish economy.
your
strengthhastraining
A National Park Service
ter
and players
cardio inout
oneofses-many participating establishment.
study
compared people who
The
next
time
you
head
who’ve
thrown
darts
for
sion. You’ll leave feeldown
to
Bum
&
Kel’s
on
a
years,
and some
have even
lead sedentary lifestyles to
ing strong,
confident,
quiet
night,
take
a
minute
to
traveled
upstate
to
the
New
those who exercise regularand full of energy. Top
excuse
yourself
from
the
York
State
Dart
Tournament
ly. The exercisers filed 14%
it off with a little bit
conversation fewer healthcare claims, spent
on
occasion,
where and
they’ve friendly
of new
knowledge
represented
Sullivan
County around you and try your
you’ll be ready
to take
30% fewer days in the hospihand at the dartboard across
by doing very well!
“We’ve had some really from the bar. There’s a good tal, and had 41% fewer claims
good players in this league,” chance you – like so many greater than $5,000. Another
others in Sullivan County – study, conducted by the Nasays Ryan.
But for him, the best out- will find the sport to be tional Rails to Trails consercome of the CADL over the something you really enjoy. vancy, indicated that health
years has been the promocost savings from increased
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SUNY SULLIVAN OFFERS
SEPTEMBER STRENGTH SERIES

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first
person to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.
com will win a prize. Have fun!
Trivia:
1.
		
2.
		
3.
		
4.
		
5.
		

What player scored the most touchdowns in the
opening game of an NFL or AFL season?
What expansion team won their very first game
in 2002 against the Dallas Cowboys?
What quarterback had the most passing yards in
a pro football season opener?
What NFL team went winless for 26 games over
two seasons?
In what year did the National Football League
officially start play?

Last month’s answers:
1. The only mother and son Olympians in USA history are from Sullivan
County, NY. Who are they? Alice Arden Hodge and Russ Hodge
2. What 1964 Olympic gold medal winner later played wide receiver
for the Dallas Cowboys? Bob Hayes
3. Who is the only person to win both an Olympic gold medal
and a Super Bowl ring? Bob Hayes
4. What is Usain Bolt’s middle name? St. Leo
5. Jim Ryun was a 3-time Olympian at 1,500 meters. What was his best
showing in the Olympics? Silver medal in 1968.
There was no winner last month.

set of Callaway irons on
4.
Following the tournament, Jeff Walsh and his
staff put on an awards
steak dinner with all the
trimmings fit for a king.
The Hurleyville Fire Department wants to thank
all of the Tee Sponsors
and merchants that made
donations of the raffle
prizes. Most importantly,
we thank Tarry Brae pro
Jeff Walsh and his great
staff for hosting us and
setting up a fantastic day
to honor Bill.
After the last raffle
was called and cleanup
began, I looked up over
the course and there was
a rainbow! I think it was
Bill and the boys letting
us know they did their
part and thanked us for a
job well done in honoring Bill. It quickly disappeared and I think that
meant look out for Hurricane Henri the next day.

RAIL TRAIL MONEY

physical activity due to active transportation is currently
$20 billion annually and could
grow to nearly $92 billion annually nationwide.
In addition to improving
health outcomes by encouraging exercise and other healthy
outdoor activities, several
studies over the years have
documented the many substantial economic benefits
generated by trails, including
increasing the value of nearby
properties and boosting spending at local businesses, which
benefit from the influx of visitors going to restaurants, snack
shops and other retail establishments. On longer trails,
hotels, bed and breakfasts, and
outdoor outfitters also benefit.
“The trail is good for the region, good for the community,
good for the town. It brings
people together,” Mr. Doherty
said. “That is why we are investing in this.”

