
Lodge,” Ms. Scheinfeld 
said.

An “Author’s Row” 
book and merchandise 
sale will follow the mark-

er dedication at 
2 p.m. at Mor-
gan Outdoors, at 
234 Main Street. 
A number of 
books about the 
Catskills and its 
history, as well as 
merchandise in-
spired by Borscht 
Belt locales will 
be featured. 

From 1:30 to 
4:30, the Collab-
orative College 
High School will 
host the exhib-
it, “Catskilland: 
Billboards of the 
Borscht Belt” at 
its campus at 202 
Main Street. This 

fascinating slideshow pres-
ents iconic Sullivan and 
Ulster County billboards 
documented for over six 
decades by Keller Signs, 
now part of the collection 

of the Sullivan County His-
torical Society. 

The HAPPENING con-
tinues at the Hurleyville 
Performing Arts Centre 
(HPAC) with a ticketed 
performance of Sam Sadig-
ursky’s “Solomon Diaries” 
beginning at 3 p.m.

Mr. Sadigursky is a 
member of the Philip Glass 
Ensemble, has released 
11 albums and tours with 
musicians such as David 
Byrne, Bruce Hornsby and 
Tom Jones. Sadigursky has 
performed at the Kenne-
dy Center, Carnegie Hall, 
Brooklyn Academy of Mu-
sic, Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, Newport Jazz Festi-
val, among others. 

The immersive “Solo-
mon Diaries” is a series 
of three albums written by 
Mr. Sadigursky, inspired 
by the Borscht Belt. The 
music blends klezmer, 

jazz, American folk, and 
Middle Eastern rhythms 
in a “compelling musical 
remembrance of a bygone 
era.”  

Tickets for the “Solomon 
Diaries” can be purchased 
online or at the box office 
outside HPAC.

Many Main Street mer-
chants will also be partic-
ipating in the “Happen-
ing” by offering specials 
throughout the day.

Most of the events for 
the day are free and open 
to all, except for the musi-
cal performance at the Hur-
leyville Performing Arts 
Centre, which is a ticketed 
event.

“I think this Happening 
will resonate with people 
and will help us draw a 
crowd for what we antic-
ipate and hope to be our 
biggest event of the sum-
mer,” Ms. Scheinfeld said.

PHOTO PROVIDED
From left – Xavean Mitchell, Zachary Roosa, Anthony Belgiovene, Jennifer 
Huerta, Adisyn Somers, Hanna Cavello, Brielle DiCio, Christina Chakar, Al-
exandra Dietz, Kiwanis President Marvin Rappaport and Foundation Chair-
person Robert Green.   Absent from photo - Principal Dr. Gary Furman.

by John Conway

HURLEYILLE—The 
Borscht Belt Marker Proj-
ect comes to Hurleyville on 
Sunday, July 21, when the 
project’s seventh marker 
will be unveiled in front of 
the Hurleyville Performing 
Arts Centre. The marker 
dedication is just part of a 
series of events that prom-
ise to make the day one to 
remember.

Borscht Belt Marker 
Project coordinator Marisa 
Scheinfeld calls it “a liter-
ary and arts expo celebrat-
ing the Borscht Belt.”

The Borscht Belt Mark-
er Project is described as 
“a group of locals, artists, 
and historians dedicated to 
commemorating the histo-
ry of the Borscht Belt, a 
celebrated era in American 
Jewish life, American cul-
ture and Catskills history.” 

The project’s mission is 
“the creation of a large-
scale historic marker trail 
that leads audiences on an 
educational and adventur-
ous tour through history.”

Ms. Scheinfeld has been 
heading up the project 
along with photographer 
Isaac Jeffreys.

Ms. Scheinfeld says the 
20-plus marker trail “as-
pires to permanently ce-
ment the Borscht Belt in 
its physical place and pay 
tribute to its legacy.” When 
completed, she says the 
trail will be united by a 
self-guided audio driving 
tour enhanced by photo-
graphs and QR codes.

The project is made pos-
sible with funding from 
a Sullivan County Arts & 
Heritage Grant from the 
Delaware Valley Arts Alli-
ance and Purchase College. 
Additional partners for the 

event include the 
Jewish American 
Society for His-
toric Preserva-
tion, Hurleyville 
Performing Arts 
Centre, Sullivan 
Catskills Visitors 
Association, the 
Sullivan County 
Historical Soci-
ety, and the ham-
let of Hurleyville.

Speakers at the 
reveal of the Hur-
leyville marker 
will include one 
time Saturday 
Night Live writ-
er Alan Zwei-
bel, Gary Dan, 
formerly of the 
Morningside Hotel in Hur-
leyville, and this writer, 
your Sullivan County His-
torian.

“This historic marker 
will pay tribute to Hur-

leyville’s Borscht Belt era, 
including the legendary 
Mel Brooks, who began 
his comedic career at age 
14 at Hurleyville’s Butler 

by Lily Barrish Levner

HURLEYVILLE – 
Last fall, Cris Spinner 
set an idea in motion 
to create a group called 
“Friends of The Cen-
ter,” comprising par-
ents, community mem-
bers, and employees at 
The Center for Discov-
ery.

Ms. Spinner asked 
Dr. Theresa Hamlin, 
president and CEO of 
The Center, how she, as 
a Center parent and resident 
of the community, could be-
come more involved in help-
ing to share The Center’s 
purpose. It was decided Ms. 
Spinner would work directly 
with the Recruitment team 
to develop goals and to come 
up with a mission statement. 
The committee also works 
in conjunction with the Stra-
tegic Outreach and Partner-
ships office under the direc-
tion of Michael Rosen.

The two-fold agenda is, 
first and foremost, to spread 
the word about the good 
work that The Center pro-
vides every single day. The 
next goal is encouraging 
people to look at The Cen-
ter as a career opportunity 
to learn how it can bene-
fit them, and how they can 
grow their skill sets as part 
of the unparalleled non-prof-
it organization. 

Even though people might 
be aware of The Center, they 
don’t necessarily know the 
impact from every depart-
ment. Spotlighting entry 
level, resident assistants, di-
rect care, nurses, teachers, 
and all positions available, 
the Friends group is hoping 
to reach not only Sullivan 
County, but Ulster, Putnam, 
and Orange counties, and 
even as far away as West-
chester County. 

“We want this to be a team 
effort; it’s a collaborative 
effort between all represen-
tative groups. We want to 

share who we are, what we 
do, and how one might be 
able to find their way into 
this fabulous organization,” 
Ms. Spinner said. 

Not only is Ms. Spinner 
a parent of 29-year-old An-
thony, a 10-year resident, at 
The Center for Discovery, 
but she’s also very involved 
in the entire Sullivan County 
community. An active mem-
ber of Monticello Rotary, 
she’s set to be president of 
that organization in 2026. 
You can often find her per-
forming concerts, on her own 
time and dime, solo, or with 
her vast group of dedicated 
musician friends under the 
“Voices Heard” moniker, or 
with the Music Therapy pro-
gram at The Center. A mu-
sic educator for 39 years in 
Westchester before retiring 
and moving here to be near 
her son, she now focuses on 
podcasting, performing, and 
doing charitable work. 

At present, along with 
Ms. Spinner, the core of the 
Friends committee includes: 
Jonathan Fanning, Direc-
tor of Recruitment, Allison 
White, Angelee Santillo, Liz 
Schulper, and Denise Sulli-
van. As the work grows, the 
committee will grow too.

Denise Sullivan knows 
The Center well, not only 
having worked there, but as 
a Hurleyville resident and 
longtime community volun-
teer. She’s helping to reach 

school career programs 
to bring visitors in, 
where appropriate, to 
plant the seed of the 
possibilities for future 
employment at The 
Center.

“I’m happy to serve 
on the Friends commit-
tee, spreading the word 
about TCFD, and shin-
ing light on the dedicat-
ed people that make it 
an exemplary organiza-
tion,” Ms. Sullivan said. 
“Introducing young 

people to career possibilities 
was one of my favorite jobs 
in education, so it feels like a 
great fit.” 

Ms. Spinner is in the 
process of talking to civic 
organizations and service 
clubs. For several months, 
each Thursday she’s been 
speaking at Basecamp, The 
Center’s classes for the new 
employees. She offers a par-
ent’s perspective and per-
sonalizes her speeches so 
that people realize working 
there has real meaning. 

“There’s almost a spiritu-
ality to it,” she said. “You’re 
giving of yourself; you’re 
ministering to people when 
you are caring for people. 
For me, The Center for Dis-
covery remains the biggest 
blessing in my life.” 

In the early stages, the 
Friends of The Center has 
already become a positive 
influence around town. With 
many plans in mind, they’ve 
been forging their way into 
a social media presence. 
Eventually, they’ll bring 
their talks to more accessible 
places for the public. 

In capable hands with Dr. 
Theresa Hamlin, there is 
a clear path forward. The 
Friends are excited to share 
all that is ahead. Ms. Spin-
ner has created a team with 
a lasting legacy.

“We want to be a force of 
good for The Center for Dis-
covery,” she said.

FALLSBURG – On June 
24, the Fallsburg Central 
School District held its an-
nual Sixth Grade Moving 
Up Ceremony at Benjamin 
Cosor Elementary School. 
Each of the 107 sixth grade 
students were recognized for 
completing their elementa-
ry education and transition-
ing into becoming middle 
school students. 

The following students were rec-
ognized: Vanesa Ahmetaj, Henry 
Aleman Diaz, Yasmina Aquil, Brian-
ny Argueta Hernandez, Giselle As-
cencio Martinez, Joshua Babcock, 
Ellis Basic, Nyona Bolding, Yolady 
Brizuela-Alvarado, Walker Budde, 
Jameel Cabrero, Ever Canales Guti-
errez, Darlin Chub Ujpan, Mildred 
Chun Choc, Annaliese Clark, Hai-
ley Conkling, Kaleb Cross, Shanik 
Cruz Amarante, Carleon DaCosta, 
Aaliyah Deis, Franco DiCostanzo, 
George DiNapoli, Mylaan Dolber-
ry, Kimberly Duncan, Dania Duque 
Enamorado, Addison Eckerson, 
Shamiah Foy, Janary Fuentes Ar-
don, Kelvin Garcia Giron, Erika Gar-
cia-Ponce, Charlie Giron Saravia, 
Genesis Gonzalez Alvarez, Evelyn 
Gonzalez-Babcock, Luis Granados 
Alvarez, Yonathan Granados Garcia, 
David Hernandez Martinez, Michael 
Herrera, Jeremyah Hinton, Carsyn 
Hoefling, Andrew Inestroza, Aryan-
na Irby, Khloe Jordy, Brenden Lara-
Jones, Juan Larrahondo Montano, 
Jordan Lopez, Saleth Lopez Marti-
nez, Madison Lucas, Joaquin Lundy, 

Margie Madrid Castro, Victoria Man-
jarrez Paredes, Jacklyn Mariaca, An-
gelique Marquez-Zaxapexpan, Kim-
berly Martinez-Moreno, Riot McCoy, 
Te’yah McKenny, Annabella Mead, 
Reja Meer, Sofia Membreno Rodri-
guez, Hanna Mendieta Quiroz, Erick 
Menjivar Avila, Josue Mora Ceron, 
Gabriela Mota Archer, Brittany Mu-
rillo Moran, Gjon Narkaj, Lila Odom, 
Fernanda Ortega Aguilar, Dylan Os-
borne, Kyle Patton, Ariel Payne, Er-
vin Ponce Hernandez, Tyjuan Price, 
Kaylie Price, London Redding-Hall, 
Logan Retana, Alexandra Reyes Lo-
pez, Genesis Reyes-Robles, Makay-
la Rivers, Malika Rivers, Merary 
Rodriguez Mejia, Leon Rodriguez 
Morales, Leonardo Rojas, Christian 
Ruff Johnson, Christopher Saciolo, 
Jessica Saciolo, Anthony Santos 
Morales, Marco Sarmieno-Joya, 
Daylin Sierra Lizama, Claudia 
Smith, Zhara Snead, Makiee Squire, 

Holly Surerus, ShaNaiyah Taylor, 
ShaNaylah Taylor, Kenny Tenezaca 
Loja, Kevin Toledo, Jayden Torresl, 
Jayden Toxqui Hernandez, Fernan-
do Turcios Garcia, Elise Vargas, Am-
bar Vasquez, John Vasquez Lemus, 
Daniel Vasquez-Nunez, Heavan 
Wilson, Kyle Wyllie, Allison Yautentzi 
Reyes, Jocelyn Zempoaltecatl, and 
Kevin Zempoaltecatl Gutierrez.

Additionally, many students re-
ceived certificates for their academic 
achievements, leadership abilities, 
and acts of kindness. Here are the 
students and their respective award: 

English as a Second Language 
Award: Fernanda Ortega Aguilar 
and Fernando Turcios Garcia

New York State Comptroller’s 
Achievement Award: Leon Rodri-
guez Morales, Ever Canales Guti-
errez, George DiNapoli, Ariel Payne, 
and Jessica Saciola

Triple “C” Award: Alison Yautent-

zi Reyes and Genesis Gonzalez Al-
varez

Moses B. Searles Memorial 
Award: Aaliyah Deis and Margie 
Madrid Castro

Mary E. White Award: London 
Redding-Hall and Kimberly Duncan

Robynne Anderman-Pacheco 
Memorial Award: Addison Eckerson

Lion’s Club Service Award: 
Giselle Ascencio Martinez and Gen-
esis Reyes-Robles

Irene Kushner Memorial Art 
Award: Holly Surerus, Jessica Saci-
olo and Ever Canales Gutierrez

PTA Lenore Wasserman Memo-
rial Award: Heaven Wilson

PTA Nancy Solomon Character 
Award: Victoria Manjarrez Paredes

PTA Shirley Wiles Memorial 
Award: Carlie Giron Saravia

PTA Student Progress Award: 
Makiee Squire

PTA Academic Achievement 

Award: Reja Meer
Bonnie Hinckley Memorial 

Award:  Brianny Argueta Hernandez
Allen Payton Memorial Award: 

Dania Duque Enamorado and Ever 
Canales Gutierrez

Outstanding Academic 
Achievement Award: Sofia Mem-
brano Rodriguez, Brittany Murillo 
Moran, Leon Rodriguez Morales, 
Alexandra Margoth Reyes Lopez, 
Leonardo Rojas, Allison Yautentzi 
Reyes, Giselle Ascencio Martinez, 
Ever Canales Gutierrez, Darlin Chub 
Ujpan, Dania Duque Enamorado, 
Genesis Gonzalez Alvarez, Carsyn 
Hoefling, Jackelyn Mariaca, Amber 
Vasquez, Zhara Snead, London 
Redding-Hall, Madison Lucas, Mar-
gie Madrid Castro, Dylan Osborne, 
Jayden Toxqui Hernandez, Josue 
Mora Ceron, Kimberly Duncan, Ari-
el Payne, Logan Retana, Makiee 
Squire, Daniel Nunez-Vasquez, 
Heaven Wilson, Yasmina Aquil, Bri-
anny Argueta Hernandez, Joshua 
Babcock, Mylaan Dolberry, Shamiah 
Foy, Janary Fuentes Ardon, Khloe 
Jordy, Victoria Manjarrez Paredes, 
Genesis Reyes-Robles, Makila Riv-
ers, Anthony Santos Morales, Clau-
dia Smith, Kenny Tenezaca Loja, 
and Jocelyn Zempoaltecatl

Outstanding Academic Excel-
lence Award: Franco DiCostanza, 
George DiNapoli, Makayla Rivers, 
Hanna Manjarrez-Paredes, Walker 
Budde, David Hernandez Martinez, 
Reja Meer, Jessica Saciolo, and Hol-
ly Surerus
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Borscht Belt Marker Dedication Scheduled

Introducing “Friends of The Center”

KIWANIS AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY

MONTICELLO-- The Monticello 
Kiwanis Club recently presented nine  
scholarships, each for $1,000, to ex-
ceptionally well-deserving Monticello 
High School Seniors. The venue was 
Robert Green Truck Division Board 
Room, where the recipients and their 
families enjoyed a delicious pizza par-
ty and graduation cupcakes. The recip-
ients shared their plans for schooling 
going forward, and their professional 
aspirations. Principal Dr. Gary Furman 
was in attendance, and shared his pride 
of the students and wished them the 
best in their future endeavors.  

The recipients were Brielle DiCio, 

Adisyn Somers, Hanna Cavello, Zach-
ary Roosa, Anthony Belgiovene, Alex-
andra Dietz, Xavean Mitchell, Christi-
na Chakar and Jennifer Huerta. 

The Monticello Kiwanis Club is a 
civic organization of volunteers ded-
icated to improving the world one 
child and one community at a time by, 
among other things, presenting schol-
arships to high school seniors, donat-
ing books to second  graders, distrib-
uting food baskets, donating toys and 
providing personal items to children 
going into foster care.  For further in-
formation, visit the Monticello, NY 
Kiwanis Facebook Page.

FCSD Hosts Sixth Grade Moving Up Ceremony

PHOTO BY LILY BARRISH LEVNER
Cris Spinner
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museum and historical societ-
ies throughout the county. For 
more information, visit time-
andthevalleysmuseum.org or 
call 845-985-7700. 

The volunteers at the Muse-
um work on a variety of ac-
tivities including research and 
exhibits. Anyone interested 
in exploring genealogy and 
the history of life in Sullivan 
County can contact the Muse-
um for information on volun-
teering.

The historical and genea-
logical archives at the Sulli-
van County Museum are open 
for exploration on Wednesday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., or by 
appointment.

Guided tours of the Muse-
um…behind the scenes and 
regular exhibits…are avail-
able. There is no charge for 
the hour-long tours but reg-
istration is required. Please 
call 845-434-8044 to make a 
reservation.

Sullivan County memora-
bilia and books describing the 
history of Sullivan County are 
always available at the Muse-
um gift shop.

The museum, located at 265 
Main Street in Hurleyville, is 
open on Tuesday through Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., and on Sunday from 
1 to 4:30 p.m. Admission is 
free. Donations to meet the 
increasing cost of operating 
the museum are appreciated.

Visit the Sullivan County 
Historical Society and Muse-
um at www.scnyhistory.org or 
on Facebook.

COLUMBIA HILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ALLIANCE (CHNA)
The members of CHNA, 

along with concerned com-
munity residents, continue to 
meet regularly in order to be 
ready for the next time the 
developer of the proposed 
Gan Eden Estates project on 
Columbia Hill appears before 
the Town of Thompson Plan-
ning Board. The project is an 
example of poor land use and 
is a threat to our environment.

Sustainable development 
and responsible development 
in our community have been 
the goals of CHNA since the 
group was formed in 2012. 
Our community does not need 
the destructive effects of the 
Gan Eden Estates project on 
our water supply, our streams 
and our wetlands. Our rural 
environment must be pre-
served. Wildlife must be kept 
safe. The safety of drivers on 
our roads must be secured.

Visit CHNA at www.co-
lumbiahill.org and on Face-
book to learn how you can 
help to protect your environ-
ment and your community by 
demanding responsible and 
sustainable development.
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

The first winter storm has
come and gone giving

us our first taste of ice and a
power outage, as well.
Let’s hope it’s the last we
see of both!

Recently I spoke with
longtime friend and longer
time Hurleyvilleian Al
DeFino.  There is no ques-
tion that this man is a mas-
ter guitarist (you know this
when exceptional musicians
bow to his talent) but a
darned nice, funny guy.
The list of the famous he’s
played with would fill a
whole column, but suffice it
to say, you can hear him for
yourselves at Sorella’s,
3562 State Route 55, Kau-
neonga Lake most Fridays
and Saturdays from 6-9 PM
with the ever versatile Larry
Ravdin on sax.  Tell them
Jane sent you.

‘Home Grown’ on WJFF
radio on Saturday Decem-
ber 3rd welcomes Steve
Faubel who passed the reins
of the show to Hurleyville’s
Kevin McDaniel three years
ago.  The show airs live at 1
PM at 90.5FM.

And speaking of WJFF,
their Music Fair this year
was a resounding success.
Always held the first Satur-
day after Thanksgiving, this
fundraiser for the station
had a wonderful amount
and variety of musical in-
struments donated this year
and the line of attendees
was “out the door”.  Mem-
ber supported, this station
provides a great service to
Sullivan County.

We may have seen the last
of the concerts at the Sulli-
van County Museum.  A big
thank you to Carol Smith
and Little Sparrow, who
made them a reality in our

lives for these last 5 years.
There’s also something

exciting shaping up in Gra-
hamsville for next year.  I’m
sworn to secrecy at this
point but I can’t wait until
all the “Is” are dotted and
the “Ts” are crossed!!

At this writing, it is un-
clear if the Brew is remain-
ing open for the winter.  If it
does, the tentative dates for
the Search and Rescue Or-
chestra should be December
13 and December 27.

The schedule for Decem-
ber is set, but make sure you
check with the venue before
heading out, as everything
from this point until spring
is “weather permitting.”

For December:
2nd Friday, The Pickled

Owl; DREW KELLY (folk,
blues and favorite covers), 7
PM 

2nd Friday, Cabernet
Frank’s, SEARCH AND
RESCUE ORCHESTRA,
(Joanna Gass, Steve
Schwartz, Kenny W, Eric
Neis, Bobby C), 38 Main
Street, Parksville; 7:30 PM-
9:30 PM

3rd Saturday, Kevin Mc-
Daniel’s HOME GROWN
onW JFF with guest Steve
Faubel;  90.5FM, 1 PM-
2PM

3rd Saturday, The Pickled
Owl, TERRI HALL (jazz
vocalist), 7 PM

4th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
506 Broadway, Monticello,
11 AM to 1:30ish

9th Friday, The Pickled

Owl; BARRY SCHEIN-
FELD JAZZ TRIO, 7 PM

10th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, THE ACQUAIN-
TANCES (jazz to rock
variety), 7 PM

11th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish

13th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

16th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, SARA HULSE,
CAMPFIRE JONES, JODI
OAKS (roots and blue-
grass), 6 PM

17th Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, ALBI (acoustic va-
riety), 8 PM

18th Sunday, DeFillipis
Bakery, MUSIC WHERE
YOU LEAST EXPECT IT,
Monticello, 11 AM to
1:30ish 

27th Tuesday, TENTA-
TIVE, Brew, SEARCH
AND RESCUE ORCHES-
TRA, Rock Hill 845-796-
2222

30th Friday, The Pickled
Owl, MARK VISCONTI &
JUSTIN SUTHERLAND,
(acoustic folk, rock, pop) 7
PM

31st Saturday, The Pick-
led Owl, TALKING MA-
CHINE, (modern acoustic
rock), 8 PM

Wishing all of you a
blessed Holiday season, and
please remember your less
fortunate neighbors.

Until next time…
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Congratulations go out to
Fallsburg High School

Chorus members Brenden
Hooks, Isabel Morales,
Guillermo Granados, Jenna
Vairo, Mekayla Perneszi and
Grace Strauss for earning
Area All-State Chorus
Awards from the New York
State School Music Associa-
tion (NYSSMA) on the
weekend of November 19-20,
2016.

Chorus Director Ms.
Colleen O’Toole-Barber is
very proud of these students,
who performed so admirably
during the competition.  Ms.
Barber and the award recipi-
ents are hard at work rehears-
ing for the Annual Winter
Concert on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13 at the Fallsburg High
School Auditorium which
will feature the different
school choirs and bands.

The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to Winter? If so, what are
your favorite Winter activities?

Ryan David
(Age 4):

“Yes! I like to 
build a snowman.”

Jayden Williams
(Age 10):

“Yes, I like the snow,
snowball fights, 

building snowmen 
and forts for when 

my dad throws
snowballs at me, 

and sledding, 
I like sledding too.”

Mykenzi Williams
(Age 9):

“Yes, my favorite 
activities are sledding,

snowball fights, 
drinking hot 
chocolate, 

and making cookies.”

Avery Carrier
(Age 6):

“Yes, because you can
play baseball with
snow and a shovel. 

I like to shovel, slide
down the slide and
land in a big pile 
of snow. I build a
snowman, have a 

snow fight. Oh, and 
I like sledding too.”

Hannah Weiner
(Age 6):

“Yes, because I like
making snowmen and
sledding, snowballs
and snowball fights
with my sister and
brother and making
snow forts. I also 
like having inside 

play dates.
Snow days are fun!”

Kendall Ingram
(Age 11):

“I am looking 
forward to Winter 

very much because 
I love to ski.

I participate in the
school’s ski club
and I also enjoy

sledding.
I’m patiently waiting

for it to snow”
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

Looking for something
to do in Hurleyville

during the holiday season?
The Sullivan County His-
torical Society’s 2016 Hol-
iday Theme Tree Exhibit
Open House and Reception
will be held at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center on Sunday, De-
cember 4th from 2:00 PM
until 4:30 PM.  Everyone is
welcome to join in the fes-
tivities.  Admission is free
and donations are always
welcome.  The Museum &
Cultural Center is located at
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville.
The Historical Society’s
ongoing Veterans’ Exhibit
at the Museum features
military uniforms from the
Civil War era through
today.  The exhibit will also
include a presentation on
Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient Francis
Currey. 
The Historical Society is in-
terested in hiring someone
to shovel snow this winter
at the Museum.  Please call
Pat Burns at 845-434-8044
for more information.
Please visit www.scnyhis-
tory.org for more informa-
tion on the Sullivan County
Historical Society and the
Sullivan County Museum.
The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop will pres-
ent two holiday shows in
December at their “off-sea-
son” home at the Sullivan
County Museum & Cul-
tural Center at 265 Main
Street in Hurleyville.
An original work for
younger audiences, “I’m
Getting Nuttin for Christ-
mas” by Mekalya Perneszi
and Megan Grieco, based

on the classic holiday song,
will be presented on Friday,
December 9th and Satur-
day, December 10th at 7:00
PM and on Sunday, De-
cember 11th at 1:00 PM.
A family production of a
live radio play, “Miracle on
34th Street” will be pre-
sented on Friday, December
9th and Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th at 8:00 PM and on
Sunday, December 11th at
2:00 PM.
Admission for “I’m Getting
Nuttin for Christmas” is
$7.00.  Admission for “Mir-
acle on 34th Street” is
$10.00.  The admission
price for both performances
together is $15.00.
Bring an unwrapped toy to
help support the Thunder
Country “Toys for Tots”
drive and receive $2 off
your admission!
Dessert, coffee and tea will
be served. 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
will hold the 20th Annual

“Deck the Doors” holiday
decorating contest on
Thursday, December 15th.
The group will tour every
road in Hurleyville on the
night of the contest and
judge all holiday-decorated
doors in the hamlet. Win-
ners of the contest will be
awarded prizes furnished
by Hurleyville business
owners and members of
Hurleyville-Sullivan First.
The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on projects
contributing to the revital-
ization of our hamlet.  Any-
one interested in the future
of Hurleyville is encour-
aged to join the group.
Hurleyville-Sullivan First
meets on the 3rd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM
at the firehouse.
Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion and to see the progress
Hurleyville-Sullivan First is
making.

Hurleyville-Sullivan First will hold its 20th Annual “Deck the Doors”
holiday decorating contest on Thursday, December 15.

Fallsburg High School Chorus members (top row) Brenden Hooks
and Guillermo Granados; (middle row) Isabel Morales and Jenna
Vairo; (bottom row) Mekayla Perneszi and Grace Strauss.

The painting party was well attended by moms, children, and even
some dads.

Mrs. Amy Nardi hosted the painting party at Frankie & Johnny’s
Restaurant.Everyone enjoyed themselves at the Mommy and Me Painting Party.

Gabriela Almonte poses with
her mom, the Honorable
Amanda Ward, Fallsburg Town
Justice, and the painting on
which  they collaborated.

FALLSBURG HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS EARN
AREA ALL-STATE MUSIC

HONORS

MOMMY AND ME PAINTING PARTY

The Scene
Music and Entertainment in and around Hurleyville

by Jane Harrison

by Gabriela Almonte (age 8)

Mrs. Amy Nardi held a
“Mommy and Me”

painting party at 2 PM on
Sunday, November 20th at
Frankie & Johnny’s Restau-
rant in Hurleyville.

There were also some
dads who went with their
children.  It was well at-
tended.  I went with my
mom and it made me very
happy to be there.  Mommy
and I made a half-picture
and put it together to make
a whole picture.  It was a
caterpillar!

I’m sure my mommy had
fun, too.

What’s better than a 
birthday party? How about 
two on the same day. On 
expansive properties.  With 
music!!

The first was a private 
party in a beautiful moun-
tainous area just outside 
Grahamsville, where I and 
about twenty other peo-
ple gathered to help BILL 
GRIESBECK usher in his 
ninety first year.  Now if 
that number conjures up 
a frail man, maybe in a 
wheelchair, you would be 
oh so wrong.  Maybe Bill 
doesn’t move as fast as 
he once did, but he does 
so under his own power, 
and he’s still so sharp that 
I would not want to go 
head to head intellectual-
ly. A lot of credit goes to 
his partner, LIL SCOLES. 
These two are always out, 
going somewhere, doing 
something and making me 
think my life is a couch 
indentation. The music 
was provided by JOHN-
NY JULES (Bill’s “other 
son”) on guitar and vocals, 
and BOBBY D on Dobro 
and contributing vocals, 
doing a lot of country. In 
addition to Bill’s career, 
he performed in a Coun-
try band for many years 
down in Orange County. 
And I don’t mind saying 
that BILL and LIL are my 
heroes.

Leaving there, I was off 
to BEAVER JAM 2024, a 
music festival in another 
beautiful mountainous re-
gion in Glen Wild where 
I joined several hundred 
others in wishing the phe-
nomenal guitarist GREG 
CASTRO a Happy Birth-
day. The fates were with 
me as I arrived just as he 
and his band THE ELEC-
TRIC CHORDS (GREG, 
NICK SHERMAN on bass, 
and SIMON EFRON on 
drums) took the stage. You 
may remember my urging 
you to see them now, while 
you still can for a drink or 
two and a band tip. They 
have been spending a lot 
of time lately on the stage 
of one of my old stomp-
ing grounds in Manhattan, 
THE BITTER END.  And 
so it begins.

And speaking of be-
ginnings, DOUBLE UP 

The United States Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy (EPA) has developed an 
Air Quality Index that is 
used to report the quality of 
the air in a specific area on 
any given day. Wikipedia 
notes that this AQI is divided 
into six categories indicating 
increasing levels of health 
concern. An AQI value over 
300 represents hazardous air 
quality and an AQI value be-
low 51 represents good air 
quality.

The AQI is based on the 
five “criteria” pollutants reg-
ulated under the Clean Air 
Act: ground-level ozone, 
particulate matter, carbon 
monoxide, sulfur dioxide, 
and nitrogen dioxide. 

The EPA has established 
National Ambient Air Qual-
ity Standards (NAAQS) 
for each of these pollutants 

in order to protect public 
health. An AQI value of 100 
generally corresponds to the 
level of the NAAQS for the 
pollutant.[12] The Clean Air 
Act (USA) (1990) requires 
the EPA to review its Nation-
al Ambient Air Quality Stan-
dards every five years to re-
flect evolving health effects 
information. The Air Quality 
Index is adjusted periodical-
ly to reflect these changes.

Air quality index (AQI) 
is a measurement of the bad 
air caused by pollutants. The 
AQI tells us whether the air 
outside is good or bad. AQI 
numbers range from 0-500. 
The AQI is divided into six 
categories. See the accompa-
nying chart.
John “the Weatherman” Simon 
writes a regular column on 
weather for The Sentinel. He 
lives in Hurleyville.

HURLEYVILLE- 
SULLIVAN FIRST (HSF)
Flowers have been added 

to the stone planters at the en-
trances to Hurleyville, to the 
stone planter at the firehouse 
and to the barrels on Main 
Street. The planters and bar-
rels need to be weeded and 
watered regularly.  Please 
send an email if you’d like 
to help…izzysaunt@verizon.
net. 

The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First contin-
ue to work with local commu-
nity groups and businesses in 
the ongoing revitalization of 
“the liveliest little hamlet in 
the mountains”. 

Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion about Hurleyville-Sulli-
van First. You can also visit 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First on 
Facebook.

HURLEYVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH
The Bread of Life Food 

Pantry will be open on Thurs-
day, July 18, and on Thursday, 
July 25, from 3 until 5 p.m.

“Messy Church” will be 
held at Morningside Park on 
Saturday, July 13, from 12:30 
until 3 p.m. All children tak-
ing part in the fun and cre-
ative activities must be ac-
companied by an adult. The 
rain date for “Messy Church” 
is Saturday, July 27…same 
place, same time.

Sunday services are held at 
the church at 9 a.m. Children 
of all ages can attend Sunday 
school at the church during 

services. Please note, there is 
no Sunday school on the first 
Sunday of each month.

Pastor Jorge delivers ser-
mons on the church’s page on 
Facebook at 11 a.m. on Sun-
days.

All are invited to pray with 
others over the phone on the 
church’s prayer line on Sun-
days from 7 – 8 p.m. The 
prayer line phone number is 
605-472-5491, and the access 
code is 251678. 

The adult Bible study group 
meets in the sanctuary at the 
church every Tuesday at 7 
p.m. 

The volunteers at the 
church are collecting diapers 
for First Way Life Center 
and children in foster care. 
They’re also gathering new 
t-shirts and gently used jeans 
for veterans, along with new 
clothes with tags for women 
suffering from domestic vio-
lence. Please contact Cookie 
at 845-428-5871 or Goldie at 
845-467-1641 for more infor-
mation on the program.

Please call Lonnie at 845-
798-4809 for more informa-
tion on services and activities 
at the church. You can also get 
updates at the church’s page 
on Facebook.

THE SULLIVAN COUNTY 
MUSEUM AND 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Sullivan County His-

torical Society and the Fred-
erick Cook Society will be 
participating in Sullivan 
County Museum Weekend 
on July 27 and July 28. The 
special event will be held at 

Apples have varieties one for every person’s liking
You can take it in your backpack for school or wood-

land hiking
There are golden ones and green ones
Those Granny Smiths can be quite tart

Just happens that the red ones have always had my 
heart

The Honey Crisps and Galas are tied for my first place
Red Delicious and Macs used to win that race

Want to satisfy your sweet tooth?
Do not go for the apple pie

Grab something that’s more healthy
It’s an apple you should try!

A fast food shop or bakery
Might be where you want to go

When you feel you must have something sweet
But a thick shake, dessert or soda
Should not be what you choose

Because they’ll leave you wanting more of that sweet 
treat

So, if it seems that I am preaching
It’s just that I want to share

If you eat fruit like an apple each day
You’ll prove to your body that you care

 Mimi
July, 2024

YES, TRY AN APPLE A DAY!

Community Impact Grants Awarded 
LIBERTY-- The Living-

ston Manor Central School 
District (LMCS) has been 
awarded the 2024 Sulli-
van 180 Golden Feather 
Community Impact Grant 
for the renovation of the 
track, basketball and ten-
nis courts and installation 
of a greenhouse learning 
space. The District was 
awarded a $250,000 state 
grant secured by Assem-
blywoman Aileen Gunther 
and a $100,000 Sullivan 
180 Grant. The District’s 
in-kind contribution is 
$50,000 for a total grant 
package of $400,000.

“We are beyond excited 
that LMCS has been select-
ed to receive the Sullivan 
180 Golden Feather Grant. 
The renovations and im-
provements to our existing 
track and outside basket-
ball courts, coupled with 
the installation of a recently 
donated high tunnel green-

house, made possible by 
this grant, will greatly en-
hance and expand how our 
school and local communi-
ty use our facilities. The ex-
panded health & wellness 
and educational opportuni-
ties made possible by these 
improvements will not only 
benefit our students and 
staff but the greater Living-
ston Manor community as 
well,” said LMCS Superin-
tendent John Evans.

The Town of Dela-
ware has been awarded 
the $100,000 2024 Silver 
Feather Community Impact 
Grant for the renovation 
and expansion of the ten-
nis, basketball and pickle-
ball courts at the Delaware 
Youth Center in Callicoon. 
This funding, through Sul-
livan 180, is made possible 
through the Tim Stoddard 
Fund at the Community 
Foundation of Orange and 
Sullivan County.

“The Delaware Youth 
Center (DYC) provides vi-
tal recreational space to the 
people of the Town of Dela-
ware and neighboring com-
munities. It’s a play space, 
a meeting space, an event 
center and a place to get 
and stay healthy. The bas-
ketball, tennis, and pickle-
ball courts are heavily used 
on a regular basis. This gen-
erous grant will allow the 
DYC to both expand and 
repair them. We’re grateful 
to the community for keep-
ing the DYC going strong 
for so many decades, and to 
Sullivan 180 for recogniz-
ing the value of the Youth 
Center’s facilities in the life 
of our Town,” said Town of 
Delaware Supervisor Scott 
DuBois.

For more information 
about Sullivan 180, visit 
www.Sullivan180.org or 
call (845) 295-2680.

CATSKILLS is now open 
at 268 Parksville Road 
(Old Route 17), Parksville. 
This is a repurposed dou-
ble-decker bus that has 
been fitted with a kitchen. 
It’s the brain child of KIM 
and ROB  RAYEVSKY. 
There’s seating in the up-
stairs tier and picnic tables 
out in back if you wish to 
hang out in the lush green. 
And the food? Don’t ex-
pect the ordinary, but do 
expect incredibly delicious 
restaurant quality. Closed 
Wednesdays, and their 
hours are listed on their 
website.

Summer has begun!  
Here are some of the mu-
sic series you can catch in 
July:

SOUNDS OF SULIVAN 
COUNTY SUMMER SE-
RIES, 1868 NY Route 52, 
Liberty; 6 p.m. Tuesdays:

July 9 - TOM AND 
TOMMY

July 16 - DAY OF THE 
DIVAS (Laura Garone, 
Debbie Fisher, Joanna 
Gass, Cris Spinner)

July 23 - AXIOM PROJ-
ECT

July 30 - RICH JANOV
August 5 - THE JESSIE 

MOWER TRIO
ROCK HILL SUMMER 

CONCERT SERIES; 59 
Adams Road, Rock Hill; 6 
p.m. Wednesdays:

July 7 - PAPPA J AND 

MO SOUL
July 17 - Somerville
July 24 - DAVE WAL-

TON BAND
July 31 - DONNA SING-

ER/SWING SHIFT OR-
CHESTRA

Aug 7 - THE BIG 
STICKY BAND

BETHEL LAKESIDE 
MUSIC, Gazebo Park 
3562 St Rte 55, Kauneon-
ga Lake; 6 p.m. Thursdays:

July 11 - RICH 
NORTHRUP & CRIS 
SPINNER

July 18 - TERI PARIS 
and SCOTT ECKERS with 
KID JACOB

July 25 - CATBIRD and 
POISON LOVE

Aug 1 - JAKETOWN 
ROAD

And if that’s not enough, 
check out these Open Mic 
events:

DEFILIPPI’S BAKERY, 
506 Broadway, Monticel-
lo; Sundays 11 a.m. to 1ish

RAFTER’S TAVERN, 
28 Upper Main St, Calli-
coon; Sundays 3 p.m. to 
5ish

DUTCH’S, 206 Rock 
Hill Drive, Rock Hill; 
one day a month, call for 
schedule

I’ve been to these Open 
Mics, and the participants 
are all professionals.

Go out there and have 
some fun!

Until next time…..
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The members of Hurleyville-Sullivan First are always working to make Hurleyville more 
beautiful.

AIR QUALITY
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SWAN LAKE — In mid-
June, 51 Sullivan Coun-
ty residents trekked to the 
Emergency Services Train-
ing Center to gain valuable 
insight into all types of emer-
gencies by taking the New 
York State Citizen Prepared-
ness Class.

Officials from the Nation-
al Guard and the New York 
State Office of Emergency 
Management led the training, 
focusing on how to prepare 
for flooding, hurricanes, hot 
weather, tornadoes, winter 
storms, fires, power outages, 
cybersecurity incidents and 
more.

Lessons learned included:
• Develop an Emer-

gency Plan. Since an emer-
gency can strike at any time, 
create a plan for you and your 
family. Include important 
contact information, a spe-
cial meeting place, and a list 
of medications (a 7-10-day 
supply). Check on emergen-
cy plans in your workplace, 
school, daycare and where 
you and your family spend 
time.

• Build an Emergen-
cy Survival Kit. During an 
emergency, you may lose 
heat, air conditioning, and/or 
phone service. Build a kit to 
help you get by for 7-10 days. 
Include medical supplies, 
canned goods, hygiene sup-
plies, and some tools. Don’t 
forget to have water on hand. 
At the time of an emergency, 
it may be hard to get or find.

• Be Aware. Pay at-
tention to the news. Some 
emergencies, such as weath-
er-related ones, come with 
advanced notice – others 
just happen. Sign up for NY-
Alert at www.alert.ny.gov to 

ROCK HILL – ‘Gone but 
not forgotten’ is a common 
thought, and an appropriate 
one with regard to not only 
those no longer with us, but 
to their FINAL resting place, 
as well. On Saturday, May 
18, members and leaders of 
the Rock Hill scout troop, in 
coordination with the Sulli-
van County Historical Soci-
ety and Holiday Mountain 
Ski Hill owner Mike Taylor, 
converged on a half-acre 
property contiguous to the 
Bridgeville cemetery at the 
ski hill. 

The goal was to clean up 
a long-forgotten pauper/
poor house burial ground 
believed to be used between 
1830 and 1860. It is esti-
mated there are between 75 
and 100 people buried there, 
none with any inscribed 

headstones.  All that marks 
their final resting place is 
a vertical field stone taken 
from the surrounding stone 
walls.

            At 7:30 AM, the 
four scout leaders and sev-
en scouts were ready to go. 
They came with a plan of 
how to do it, all the necessary 
equipment and tools, and 
tremendous energy! Within 
four hours, they had cut up 
fallen dead trees, cut down a 
large quantity of small trees 
and brush, raked the entire 
area and used a leaf blower 
for the finishing touch. 

All the material was 
stacked alongside the cem-
etery pathway. With great 
cooperation from Glenn 
Somers and his Town of 
Thompson Parks and Recre-
ation crew, all the debris was 

set aside for removal. This 
cleanup is a small part of 
two larger projects by histor-
ical society members, Nancy 
Bachana and brothers Henry 
and Gordon MacAdam. 

Those projects for the Sul-
livan County Poor House 
and Neversink River Valley 
history between Bridgeville 
and Oakland Valley are in 
their final stages of research. 
A great deal of the River 
Gorge Project is already 
available on the website: 
THECLEO.COM, with the 
remaining segments posted 
later this year. 

If anyone has any pictures 
or information about the 
Sullivan County Poor House 
please contact Gordon Mac-
Adam:  Gordonmac@hvc.
rr.com or 845-665-1899
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Primetimers of
Temple Sholom 

of Monticello Plan Summer 
Trips and Events

MONTICELLO – The 
Prime Timers of Tem-
ple Sholom of Monticello 
are planning some inter-
esting and fun-filled trips 
and events in the next few 
months, as follows:  

Fri., July 12 – Self Drive 
Trip to Fort Delaware in 
Narrowsburg. Colonial His-
tory Tour by John Conway. 
Lunch on your own. Only 
$25 pp.

Thurs. July 18 –Bus Trip 
to Wind Creek Casino/Out-
lets in Bethlehem, PA. En-
joy an exciting day of gam-
ing, dining and shopping. 
Only $55 pp including tip 
and $30 free slot play.    

Fri., August 9 –Self drive 
trip to Buck Brook Alpac-
as in Roscoe. Private tour, 
create a fiber craft as a sou-
venir. Lunch on your own. 
Only $25 pp.

Wed., August 14 – Day on 
your Own Round Trip Bus 
to NYC - $55 pp. including 
tip.  

Thurs., August 22 – Shad-
owland Theater Night in 
Ellenville.  “Bee Hive the 
Musical”.  Discounted tick-
et price of $36 pp. Drive  on  
your own or  car pool.

Call Paula for further in-
formation and reservations 
at 845-794-2314.

Twenty years ago, our 
neighbor planted a sprig of 
wisteria near the base of a 
sumac tree by the side of 
our cottage. The sumac has 
a sprawling canopy sup-
ported by multiple trunks. 
The wisteria vine has been 
quietly threading its way 
up those trunks and weav-
ing through the sumac’s 
branches ever since, slow-
ly fashioning itself into a 
wiry isomorph of the tree. 

The vine is so thin you 
don’t notice its presence, 
until it surprises you. This 
year it surprised us in 
mid-May, when the wis-
teria flowers at long last 
bloomed. We woke to a 
day dappled by mauve 
streamers dangling from 
the sumac’s branches like 
they’d been hung there for 
some celebration, a sum-
mer’s version of Christmas 
lights. 

The flowers assumed 
their place in the purple 
processional by which we 
mark summer’s arrival: 
first come the lilacs, then 
the allium, followed by 
magenta clouds of rho-
dodendron. The wisteria 
flowers arrived post-lilac, 
alongside the allium, with 
a heady scent that attracted 
a mass of pollinating bees. 

All these flowers 
bloomed in their accus-
tomed sequence this year, 
but the sequence itself 
shifted some two to three 
weeks earlier than usual, 
and sped by like a time-
lapse version of itself. 
Though not as dramat-
ic as last year’s smoky, 
orange-tinted skies, this 
shift, too, was a sign of cli-
mate change, a disruption 
of seasonal rhythms that 
has caused gardeners to 
reset their planting sched-
ules. 

Next in the purple pro-
cession is the clematis. It 
started blooming on June 
5 – unseasonably early, I’d 
say, if I knew what “un-
seasonably” means these 
days. 

The clematis is a vine as 
flamboyant as the wiste-
ria is stealthy. It clings to 
a small wrought-iron trel-
lis on the front porch. Ev-
ery spring the old tendrils, 
withered by winter, get se-
verely pruned, but the vine 
swells back with propul-
sive growth, sending feel-
ers stretching toward every 
surface it might plausibly 
attach to. This year we 

watched a tendril climb 
with great delicacy along 
the edge of a spider web, 
heading toward the cottage 
eaves. It moved with such 
deliberation that it made a 
convincing case for plant 
intelligence. 

If the intelligence mani-
fest in the activity of a bee 
hive or an ant colony is 
worthy of the appellation 
“hive mind,” then why 
should there not be a “vine 
mind”? The botanists are 
considering this, with the 
caveat that it depends on 
what you mean by “intelli-
gence” or “consciousness,” 
slippery words that often 
get defined tendentiously, 
in support of the particular 
range of attributions the 
definer means to make.

At one end of the spec-
trum, consciousness is 
defined as an exclusive 
property of brains (the 
Neurocentric Model), 
which would exclude 
plants altogether. At the 
other end, there’s the claim 
of panpsychism that con-
sciousness is intrinsic to, 
well, everything (the Cos-
mic Model), which would 
include not only the clem-
atis, but the trellis as well. 
Consciousness wide or nar-
row: take your pick. There 
is no scientific consensus 
about the matter – no more 
than there is about matter. 

We do know that plants, 
in labs, have demonstrated 
responsiveness to sound 
and touch. We touched one 
tendril of our clematis, to 
redirect it toward a more 
promising support and, 
as it began to grow that 
way, fellow tendrils fol-
lowed suit.  The scientists 
tell us that some vines are 
“endowed with tendrils or 
similar finger-like struc-
tures that are responsive to 
touch – a behavior with the 
wonderfully mellifluous 
name of thigmotropism.” 
I believe we’ve witnessed 
such behavior on our front 
porch. 

The clematis flowers 
peaked before the summer 
solstice had even arrived, 
and passed the purple torch 
on to the emerging fox-
glove.

Jonathan Shimkin, writer 
and editor, may be con-
tacted at jonathanshim-
kin@gmail.com, or via his 
website: jonathanshim-
kin.weebly.com.

Out Divine
Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin

PHOTOS BY JESSE WALL
Dorothy, the Wizard, and 
the other colorful charac-
ters came to life as The 
Center for Discovery Dra-
matic Arts department 
presented two perfor-
mances of “The Wizard of 
Oz” on Noah’s Stage at the 
Michael Ritchie Big Barn 
Theater in Hurleyville at 
the end of May. The pro-
duction was exceptionally 
well received by residents, 
staff, families, and the 
public.

WIZARD OF OZ

SCOUT TROOP COMPLETES 
HISTORIC CEMETERY CLEANUP

BE PREPARED
Local Residents Complete Preparedness Class

PHOTO PROVIDED

get news on weather events, 
road closures and other lo-
cal, county, regional or state 
alerts.

• Get Involved. Check 
out your home for potential 
safety hazards and fix them. 
Take a basic first aid class. 
Learn how to turn the pow-
er and water off, if needed. 
Think about joining the local 
fire department or ambulance 
corps. Learn about the Red 
Cross. Don’t forget about 
your neighbors - they may 
need some help.

Instructors also went over 
when and when not to call 
911; what to do after an 
emergency happens; how to 
care for pets during disas-
ters; important documents to 
make and have (wills, deeds, 

contacts, etc.); the need to 
have cash and water readily 
available; and the wisdom of 
a to-go bag kept ready at all 
times (one for each family 
member).

“This class covered a lot 
of material in a short period 
of time,” said Jack Halchak, 
Chief Deputy Fire Coordina-
tor for Sullivan County. “It 
gave those attending food for 
thought on how to be aware 
of their surroundings and 
plan ahead for emergencies 
that could happen at any mo-
ment. And at the class’ con-
clusion, everyone received a 
backpack stocked with basic 
emergency supplies in order 
to get us started on preparing 
- on our own - for an emer-
gency.”



With the good weather the 
last few weeks there have al-
ready been a number of lost 
hikers. 

Prepare for a hike in ad-
vance. Know your limits. Do 
not climb Slide Mountain 
for your first hike. Try a rail 
trail to evaluate your abili-
ties. TELL someone where 
you are going and when you 
will be back. Make sure you 
are dressed for the hike. A 
good pair of hiking boots, 
hat, dress in layer can make 
a pleasurable hike. You need 
to HYDRATE. Make a plan, 
have a map, your cell phone 
may not work on your hike. 
The latest rescue the fire de-
partment make of a group 
of hikers they were yelling 
so the fire department could 
locate them. A whistle would 
work much better than yell-
ing. 

So, in the last couple of 
weeks I have responded to 
numerous calls as a Hur-
leyville firefighter using 
blue lights, as a driver in a 
Big Red firetruck, and as 
a Deputy Fire Coordinator 
using blue and red lights. 
It seems that this must be a 
signal to drivers to pull out 
in front of an emergency re-
sponder, ignore  us, and not 
pull over to let the fire truck 
by. I have received this type 
of comment and concerns 
from a number of Chiefs and 
firetruck drivers.

When it is safe please pull 
over and let us by. Thanks

The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always looking 
for help, to fight fire or sup-
port those that do. We even 
supply all the gear and pro-
vide all the training needed, 
for free. Stop by any Mon-
day night and find out how 
you can help.

For the past few months, 
three members of the Fire 
Department took BEFO/
HMFRO. (Basic Exterior 
Fire Operations with Haz-
ardous Materials First Re-
sponder Operations) Tom 
Becerral, Braiden DeGraw 
and Bunk Benjamin com-
pleted the 79 hours of train-
ing. This class consists of 
lessons both in the class-
room and hands-on at the fire 
ground training center. This 
class gets the new recruits to 
the front door of a building. 
The next class IFO (Interior 
Fire Operations) gets you 
inside a building with your 
training. CONGRATULA-
TIONS to Tom, Braiden and 
Bunk.

My wife Mary Ann and I 
attended a class at the Sulli-
van County Emergency Ser-
vices Training Center titled 
New York State Citizen 
Preparedness Class. This 
class was a summation of 
all the hints and lessons that 
I have preached in this col-
umn since I started writing 
it. Now is the time to prepare 
for an emergency. Make a 
plan now and let your family 
and neighbors be ready for 
the next emergency event. 
The class was sponsored by 
the NY State National Guard 
and the NYS Office of Emer-
gency Management. At the 
conclusion of the class each 
attendee received a “To Go 
Bag.” It had a flashlight, first 
aid kit, work gloves, gog-
gles, facemask to name a few 
of the items in it. Each fami-
ly member should have a To 
Go Bag customized to their 
own needs. Add medication, 
important contact numbers, 
some snacks etc. Do not for-
get your pets’ needs. Keep 
informed. One way is to sign 
up for NY-ALERT at alert.
ny.gov.

I traveled to Glasco for 
the Hudson Valley Volun-
teer Firefighters Associa-
tion convention with Nelson 
Durland. Nelson, a past pres-
ident of the Association and 
Past Chief of the Hurleyville 
Fire Department, received 
his 50-year membership 
card. This was quite an hon-
or. Congratulations Nelson.

It looks like summer is 
making an early appearance. 
Firefighting or engaging in 
outdoor activities, you must 
Hydrate, Hydrate and Hy-
drate. You know when you 
are going to be outside, and 
you know the weather fore-
cast, so you can hydrate be-
fore your activity. As a fire-
fighter we never know when 
we will get called. The Sul-
livan County Bureau of Fire 
has a rehabilitation bus and 
team, equipment and sup-
plies to go to any emergency 
that may arise and provide 
relief to the emergency ser-
vice personnel. It has equip-
ment and supplies for cool-
ing and in the winter heating 
the emergency services per-
sonnel at an incident. It is 
staffed with trained firefight-
ers and EMS personnel.

It was used at the Russell 
farm barn fire where tem-
peratures were in the 90s 
with a relative humidity of 
about 60%. On the “Heat 
Stress Inex” this is in the 
danger zone. Now add the 
stress of firefighting in turn-
out gear. 

the formidable Klein’s Hill-
side team of Parksville, 
composed of CCNY per-
formers. The Evans team 
will consist of the same ag-
gregation that brought the 
Ohrbachs of New York City 
the high rating it attained 
this past winter in A.A.U. 
circles. The Hurleyville 
lineup will be composed 
of Hesh Podberesky, Milt 
Levine, Rod Gordon, Mur-
ray Dambrot and Nate Ru-
derman. It is also expected 
that Frank Turner and Bob 
Davidoff, both NYU regu-
lars will be in Eagles uni-
forms for this game.

July 18, 1941
POLICE SEIZE SLOT 
MACHINES IN RAIDS 

IN THIS VICINITY

In the first raids of the 
season in this section, slot 
machines were seized in 
four hotels during the ear-
lier part of the week. Ser-
geant Joseph Miller and 
Trooper L. W. Freer of the 
Woodbourne sub-station 
opened the drive on Sun-
day with the arrest of Dan-
iel Neuman, concessionaire 
at Schenk’s Paramount 
in Thompsonville. Taken 
before Magistrate Arthur 
Kyle in Monticello, Neu-
mann pleaded guilty and 
paid a fine of $25. The ma-
chine was confiscated and 
the contents, amounting 
to about $30 in coins, was 
turned over to welfare au-
thorities.

On Monday, Harry Berg 
and Joseph Schwartz, men 
in charge of the concessions 
in Loch Sheldrake hotels 
were arrested and arraigned 
before Magistrate Moses 
L. Kove. Schwartz plead-
ed not guilty and was re-
leased on $25 bail pending 
a hearing set for Monday, 
July 21. Berg paid a fine of 
$15 imposed the Magistrate 

Kove, after he had admitted 
his guilt. The machine con-
tained $9.50 in coins.

Joseph Walter of the Mur-
ray Hill House concession 
in So. Fallsburg was ar-
rested on a similar charge 
Wednesday afternoon. 
Taken before Magistrate 
Herbert Sakofsky in South 
Fallsburg, Walter pleaded 
guilty and paid a fine of 
$10. The machine had ap-
parently been emptied over 
the week-end since only 
$1.50 was in it at the time 
of the raid.

The authorities smashed 
the four machines involved 
all of which were the one-
armed bandit type. Com-
menting on the amount of 
aluminum used in the con-
struction of the devices, 
police expressed the possi-
bility that they might prove 
worthwhile in the alumi-
num drive to be conduct-
ed by the County Defense 
Committee beginning July 
21.

July 2017
HISTORIC 

MARKER FOR OLD 
HURLEYVILLE 

SCHOOL

Back in 2014, brothers 
and lifelong area residents, 
Gordon and Henry MacAd-
am published the first vol-
ume of their Irish family’s 
more than century-long his-
tory in Sullivan County. 

Through the extensive 
research they did for their 
initial project, the brothers 
discovered a grossly ne-
glected aspect of Sullivan 
County history: chronicling 
the existence of dozens of 
one-room school houses 
dating back to the 1800s. 
Seven of those schoolhous-
es still stand in the Town of 
Thompson.

One is right here in Hur-
leyville.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.

Last issue we talked about
fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.

These are some of my real
life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 

calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.

I have personally witnessed
these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.

As stated in my last article,
make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.

Winter is soon to be here and
that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.

Hurleyville Fire Department
/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 

More on this in the next
issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.

Hurleyville was the first to
score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.

In the second half, our
boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.

There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.

The betrothal of Miss
Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.

On Christmas Eve, the en-
gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.

Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of
Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.

A little later, the Truthseek-
ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

From the Firehouse

SOUTH FALLSBURG 
– The Sullivan County Dra-
matic Workshop is particu-
larly excited that “The Rip-
ple Effect” by Arianna Rose 
will have its first communi-
ty theatre production at the 
Rivoli Theatre. 

Splendidly directed by 
Harold Tighe, this show is 
a call back to the classic 
Broadway comedies. Will 
pregnancy elude Amy and 
Jeff again? Amy tries to get 
Jeff on board with some un-
orthodox fertilization rituals. 
When the going gets tough, 
they each retreat to their re-
spective corners of science 
and spirituality. “The Ripple 
Effect” adds a quirky vibe, 
modern day twists and one 
very nosy neighbor.

The roles of the married 
couple, Amy and Jeff, are 
skillfully played by Amber 
Schmidt and Cristobal Isler, 

while the extremely nosey 
neighbor, Mrs. Teitelbaum, 
is portrayed by Mariah 
Kravitz. Rounding out the 
production team, with great 
expertise, is the producer, 
Mekayla Rayne, the set de-
signer, Harold Tighe, the set 
decorators, Jean Eifert and 
Jenny Silverman and the 
costumer, Jean Eifert.

Performances are at the 
Rivoli Theatre in South Fall-
sburg on Friday and Satur-
day, July 12, 13, 19 & 20 at 8 
p.m. and Sunday, July 14 & 
21 at 2 p.m. On Sunday, July 
14 at 7 p.m., there will be a 
benefit performance of “The 
Ripple Effect” aiding The 
Sullivan County Literacy 
Society. Tickets are $15 for 
adults, $12 for Seniors, Stu-
dents and Military, and can 
be purchased at the Rivoli 
Theatre box office and on-
line.

FALLSBURG – On Fri-
day, May 31, the First An-
nual Community Awards 
Banquet took place at 
Tarry Brae Golf Course 
in South Fallsburg. Four 
local groups, the Samuel 
Beytin Fallsburg Central 
Community Scholarship 
Fund Committee, Falls-
burg Lions Club, Kiwan-
is of Woodridge, and the 
Fallsburg Alumni Associ-
ation, honored scholarship 
winners from the Fallsburg 
Central School District’s 
senior class. Surrounded 
by pristine golf links, and 
views for miles, it was tru-
ly an impressive evening.

Kiwanis of Woodridge 
gave scholarships of 
$1,000 each to the follow-
ing graduates:

• Jasmine Acevedo, 
granddaughter of James 
Paterson of Hurleyville, 
will be attending SUNY 
Oneonta with a major in 
Psychology.
• Emma Degraw, 
daughter of Laura & 
George DeGraw of 
Woodbourne, will be at-
tending SUNY Cortland 
with a major in Child-
hood Education.
• Jaedon Espinoza, 
the son of Jeannette 
and Edgar Espinoza 
of Woodridge, will 
be attending Sullivan 
County Community 
College with the goal 
of a career in Computer 
Science.  His scholar-

ship is in honor of Ralph 
Rappaport, longtime 
FCS Board Member and 
longtime auditor for the 
Samuel Beytin Fallsburg 
Central Community 
Scholarship Fund.
• Nadiushka Rosa Gon-
zalez of Loch Sheldrake, 
the daughter of Tatiana 
Gonzalez Ortiz and 
Angel Rosa Ortiz, .will 
be attending the Univer-
sity of Connecticut with 
a major in biology with 
the goal of becoming an 
orthopedic surgeon.
• Angelina Levner, the 
daughter of Joe and Julia 
Levner of Thompson-
ville, will be attending 
the University of Florida 
to study biology and 
animal science with 
the goal of becoming a 
veterinarian.
• Adam Mednick, 
son of Shari and Mi-
chael Mednick of Rock 
Hill, will be attending 
Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute with a major in 
Computer Science.
• Rugiatu Sesay, daugh-
ter of Kamara Zainah 
of Woodridge, will be 
attending SUNY Albany 
with a major in biology 
with the goal of becom-
ing a dentist.
Kiwanis of Woodridge is 

proud to support these im-
pressive students and wish 
them great success in all 
their future endeavors.

July 11, 1906
THE SENTINEL 

CHANGES 
OWNERSHIP

The Editor of the Sen-
tinel, finding that his law 
practice will not permit his 
giving the paper the atten-
tion necessary to conduct 
a publication, such as he 
desires to see conducted at 
Hurleyville, has sold the 
same to Scott Hoagland of 
Greene County, who will 
assume the Editorial chair 
July 16.

The writer has known Mr. 
Hoagland for many years 
both having been brought 
up in the same neighbor-
hood and attending the 
same school. He is an en-
ergetic young man, of good 
address, an ardent Republi-
can and a first-class print-
er. His father was an editor 
before him, and he has been 
reared in a printer’s office.

He will be assisted in his 
work by his brother Guy 
who is also an excellent 
newspaper man. Guy is a 
hustling young Republican, 
now a Page in Washington, 
and the two will conduct an 
up-to-date wide awake Re-
publican organ. We have no 
fault to find with the news-
paper business, or with the 
patrons of our paper. During 
the short time we have con-
ducted The Sentinel we 
have received the most 
hearty support and encour-
agement from our towns-
men, and the patronage 
we have received has been 
more than we expected. As 
proof of this we have four 
at work in the office at the 
present time and are unable 
to keep up with our orders. 
Our sole object in selling is 
to give us more time for the 
practice of law.

We ask all our patrons to 
give to these young men 
their hearty support and 
assure them that they will 
receive a clean up-to-date 
paper in return.

Again thanking our 
friends and patrons for their 
support and encouragement 
and soliciting a continuance 
for our successor, with this 
issue we turn The Sentinel 
over to Mr. Scott Hoagland.

July 19, 1916
THEATRE IS OPEN

The New American the-
atre across the track nearly 
opposite the depot is open 
for the season and showing 
twice daily with all the lat-
est and best pictures.

July 11, 1941
HURLEYVILLE 
EAGLES PLAY 

TONIGHT AT HOTEL 
EVANS

The Hurleyville Eagles 
basketball quintet will play 
their third game of the week 
tonight at the new Hotel 
Evans indoor court with 
the Evans’ team furnishing 
the opposition. The Eagles, 
regarded as one of the best 
quintets in this section of 
the State  in winter compe-
tition, showed their prowess 
Sunday night at the Hotel 
Nemerson where they lost 
by a mere one point margin 
to a team composed almost 
entirely of NYU players. 
Last night (Thursday), the 
Eagles, representing the 
Morningside Hotel, played 

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
The one-room schoolhouse at the top of Columbia Hill in 
Hurleyville as it looked in 2017.

TAKING CENTER STAGE
Scholarship Recipients Honored

THE RIPPLE EFFECT AT 
THE RIVOLI THEATRE

PHOTO PROVIDED
Congratulations to Hurleyville firefighters Tom Becerril, 
Braiden DeGraw and Ernest (Bunk) Benjamin (left to right)), 
who have completed Basic Exterior Firefighting Opera-
tions with Hazardous Material First Responder Operations.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Nelson Durland (left), Past President of the Hudson Valley 
Volunteer Firefighter’s Association and Past Chief of the 
Hurleyville Fire Department, receives congratulations from 
the current President of the Hudson Valley Volunteer Fire-
fighter’s Association, Mike Karashay, on receiving his 50-
year membership card.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Left to right, Nadiushka Rosa Gonzalez, Jaedon Espinoza, 
Angelina Levner, Rugiatu Sesay, Jasmine Acevedo, and 
Emma DeGraw.

PHOTO PROVIDED
“Congratulations 

Terrence! We’re 
all so very proud 

of you and your 
accomplishments. 

Keep striving for 
excellence. We love 

you. Love, Mom, 
Dav, Treyvon, Jalen 

and Jiovanni.”
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OVERTHROW  PART VI An Original Short Story by Jack Robbin

Bronco Kelly has agreed 
to a request by FBI Agent 
Ray Carlton that he go un-
dercover in an attempt to 
expose a plot by a group 
called the Country Gentle-
men to overthrow the U.S. 
government and replace it 
with a Nazi regime. It is de-
cided that his good friend, 
Deputy Sheriff Jay Lass, 
will accompany Bronco 
to the Hillside Inn in Nar-
rowsburg, where the Coun-
try Gentlemen are known to 
spend time. That’s where we 
pick up the story…

I picked Jay Lass up at his 
neat little home on Spring 
Street in Monticello late 
on Friday afternoon. We 
had decided that we would 
drive out to the Hillside Inn 
in Narrowsburg and have 
dinner there that evening. If 
we could make contact with 
John Cassidy, or other mem-
bers of the Christian Front, 
and determined that they 
were spending the weekend 
at the Inn, we would come 
back on Saturday under the 
guise of small game hunting. 
We had both been provided 
with small game licenses 
that Ray Carlton has ob-
tained from the local Game 
Protector.

Jay had been to the Hill-
side Inn a number of times 

over the years, and knew the 
place well. While I had driv-
en by it a time or two, I had 
never stopped. It was a small 
hotel, not nearly as large as 
say, the Lasky Lodge in Hur-
leyville, but unlike most of 
the hotels in the county, it 
was open all year around, of-
fering winter guests ice skat-
ing on a small private lake, 
a toboggan run, and ice fish-
ing tournaments in addition 
to good food, a bar, and live 
music for dancing.

The main building was a 
three-story affair with a ga-
ble roof and a porte-cochere, 
located right on the highway. 
There was a two-story, Gam-
brel roofed addition on one 
side of the main structure, 
with gas pumps out front 
and a small sundry store tak-
ing up part of the first floor. 
A handful of small cabins 
dotted the property behind 
the roadside buildings.

Jay advised me that the 
restaurant was located on 
the ground floor in the back 
section of the main building, 
and anyone who was not 
a guest in the inn, but who 
wanted to eat in the restau-
rant, could simply pay a set 
price at the front desk. That 
price, he said, covered the 
meal no matter what you ate, 
but drinks were paid for sep-

arately.
“There’s something you 

need to keep in mind, Bron-
co,” Jay said to me after we 
had parked the car and were 
walking toward the front en-
trance. “It’s Friday, and as 
Christian Front members we 
are devout Catholics, so we 
won’t be ordering steak to-
night.”

 “Got it,” I said, recall-
ing the days when such a 
reminder would have been 
unnecessary for me. While 
both Jay and I had been 
raised Catholic, and he 
still adhered to the strictest 
Church doctrines, including 
meatless Fridays, I had, over 
the years, become much less 
observant, a fact that did not 
make me particularly proud. 
“Fish it is!”

We paid at the front desk 
and were escorted into the 
small, brightly lit dining area 
by a young man who looked 
to be about high school age. 
He took us to a tiny, rectangu-
lar table with just two chairs, 
located against the side wall, 
and handed us hand-written 
menus. We both decided to 
have the “catch of the day’ 
from the Delaware Riv-
er, which flowed just a few 
hundred yards from the inn’s 
front door.

We decided to order high 

balls, mostly to look the part 
of a couple of old friends out 
on the town. As we sat there 
sipping our drinks, waiting 
for our meal to be served, 
people began to trickle into 
the room, with the twenty 
or so tables filling up quick-
ly, most of them with six or 
eight people, largely couples, 
almost all of them dressed to 
the nines.

 “Anyone look familiar?” I 
asked Jay at one point.

“Well, sure, a few people,” 
he said. “But no one I recog-
nize from Cassidy’s group.”

We finished our drinks, 
and then took our time eat-
ing dinner, watching as the 
dining room began to empty 
out, a few people at a time. 
We had just been served cof-
fee when a noisy group of 
about eight men entered the 
dining room together. Jay 
straightened up perceptibly, 
and I could tell he recog-
nized some of the men.

“Here we go,” he said 
softly, more to himself than 
to me.

We tried to act indifferent-
ly as the men passed by and 

sat down at a large, circular 
table a few yards away. As 
they were taking their seats, 
most of them with partly 
empty drink glasses in their 
hands, I could catch snippets 
of conversation, with words 
like “Congress,” “England,” 
and “Rosenfeld” catching 
my ear.

I knew that the latter was 
the name that some Ameri-
cans who viewed themselves 
as avowed anti-Commu-
nists, and who were mostly 
pro-Germany as a result, 
had begun to use to refer to 

President Roosevelt, espe-
cially after he had pushed for 
the repeal of the Neutrality 
Acts, which they viewed as a 
move to undermine the Nazi 
resistance to the spread of 
Communism.

As the men took their 
seats, I noticed that they left 
two chairs next to one anoth-
er empty, and it soon became 
apparent why they had. 
Two men dressed in neatly 
pressed dark blue suits came 
into the dining room a few 
minutes later, and headed to-
ward the table. I recognized 
them immediately as the 
two men whose photographs 
Agent Carlton had shown us 
in Sheriff Borden’s office the 
first day we had met. With-
out question, the men were 
John F.  Cassidy and William 
Gerald Bishop.

As they approached the 
table where the other men 
had assembled, those seated 
all rose in unison. And then, 
something happened that 
sent a shiver up my spine, 
something that up until then 
I had only seen in grainy 
newsreels in the Rivoli The-
ater in South Fallsburg. 

Acting in unison, with 
a precision that suggested 
their movements were well 
practiced, the men stood at 
rigid attention, clicked their 

heels loudly, and extended 
their right hand outward and 
upward, greeting Cassidy 
and Bishop with the Bellamy 
salute, with just the index 
and the middle fingers of the 
right hand extended outward 
in a “V,” the other fingers 
clamped under their thumb.

I glanced at Jay, who was 
also watching the men, and it 
appeared as if his eyes were 
about to pop out of his head.

“What the…?” was all he 
said.

The adventure contin-
ues… and it looks like 
things may be heating up 
for Bronco Kelly, who is 
about to infiltrate a group 
of Nazi sympathizers called 
the Country Gentlemen. 
Although a work of fiction, 
our story is based on actual 
events from 1939, and while 
Bronco Kelly and Agent 
Ray Carlton are fictional 
characters, Jay Lass, Sher-
iff Harry Borden, John F. 
Cassidy, and William Ger-
ald Bishop are all real peo-
ple, and the Hillside Inn is 
a real place. However, no 
representation is made as 
to the historical accuracy 
of their characterizations 
here. Don’t miss the next 
chapter of “Overthrow” in 
the August edition of “The 
Hurleyville Sentinel.”

RADIO CATSKILL WINS 
BROADCASTING AWARDS
Honored for Third Consecutive Year

GRIEVANCES REAL AND IMAGINED
Fort Delaware to Host Loyalist Rebuttal to Declaration of Independence

MONTICELLO KIWANIS DELIVERS
Cooke School Gets Books 

MONTICELLO – The 
Kiwanis Club of Monti-
cello recently delivered 
chapter books to the 11 
second grade classes at the 
George L. Cooke Elemen-
tary School in Monticello 
just before summer break 
begins.  

The books were selected 
by Kiwanian Doris Motl, a 
retired fourth grade teacher. 
Accompanying Ms. Motl 

to the classrooms was Jane 
Sorensen, who is a Kiwanis 
member as well as Family 
Engagement Program Man-
ager for EPIC (Every Per-
son Influences Children).  

The students were very 
courteous, and expressed 
their appreciation for the 
gift of reading material 
and they were especial-
ly thrilled that they were 
chapter books. They were 

also very interested to learn 
more about the Kiwanis 
Club and the many ways 
they help the children in the 
community, eg. the Sweet 
Dreams Program assisting 
children going into Foster 
Care with comforting items, 
holiday gifts for children in 
need, scholarships for high 
school seniors. The Chil-
dren were also impressed 
with the service leadership 

clubs Kiwanis sponsors 
in the Middle School and 
High School.  

IDE i
The mission of Kiwanis 

is dedication to improving 
the world one child and one 
community at a time. For 
more information about the 
Monticello Kiwanis Club, 
please visit the Monticello, 
New York Kiwanis Club 
Facebook Page.

LIBERTY – Radio 
Catskill has won two 
awards in the 58th Annual 
Awards for Excellence in

Broadcasting competition 
presented by the New York 
State Broadcasters Associa-
tion (NYSBA).

The station was recog-
nized in the following cat-
egories:

● Use of Audio: Best 
compelling station cap-
tured local audio judged 
on how it’s used to 
enhance presentation for 
“Hard Harvest: A Special 
Report” (Producers: Ros-
ie Starr, Jason Dole).
● Election Coverage: 
Best in-depth coverage 
of a federal, state or local 
election for “Election 
Night 2023” (Producers: 
Patricio Robayo, Jason 
Dole) “This recognition 

truly reflects the unwav-
ering commitment, tire-
less effort, and genuine 
passion exhibited by the 
team on a daily basis,” 
said Tim Bruno, Radio 
Catskill General Man-
ager.
The NYSBA Excellence 

in Broadcasting Awards is 
a state-wide competition, 
with stations competing 
against other stations in 
similarly sized markets (i.e. 
small, medium, and large). 
This marks the third year 
in a row Radio Catskill has 
been honored by NYSBA 
for Excellence in Broad-
casting.

The Excellence in Broad-
casting Awards will be pre-
sented at The Serving NY 
Regional Award luncheon 
in Binghamton in Septem-
ber.

NARROWSBUG — As 
has become an annual tra-
dition, Fort Delaware Mu-
seum of Colonial History in 
Narrowsburg will host “Pa-
triots & Loyalists Weekend” 
beginning Saturday, July 
13, featuring a reading of 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence and an impassioned 
Loyalist response.

The Cushetunk settle-
ment, the story of which is 
depicted by Fort Delaware’s 
docents, was the first perma-
nent European settlement in 
the Upper Delaware, and it 
was a Loyalist stronghold in 
the years leading up to and 
during the American War 
for Independence.

Following the formal 
signing of the Declaration 
of Independence on July 
4, 1776, the public became 
aware of its contents when 
it was read aloud in many of 
the communities throughout 
the colonies beginning on 
July 8 and continuing for 
several weeks thereafter.

But there were a signifi-
cant number of Loyalists, 
or Tories, in the colonies at 
the time—some historians 
estimate at least as many 
as there were Patriots—so 
the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was not always 
greeted with jubilation. For 
example, a few months after 
news of the document be-
came widespread, a Loyalist 
named Thomas Hutchinson, 
who had been governor of 
Massachusetts at one time, 
published a 32-page docu-
ment he entitled “A Loyal-
ists Rebuttal to the Decla-

ration of Independence.” In 
the document, Hutchinson 
referred to the Declaration 
as a list of “grievances, real 
and imagined.”

In November of 1776, 
more than 700 Loyalists in 
New York signed a docu-
ment they called the “Dec-
laration of Dependence.”

If the Declaration of In-
dependence was ever read 
aloud in the Cushetunk set-
tlement back then, chances 
are it wouldn’t have been 
universally cheered.

Sullivan County Historian 
John Conway will reprise 
the role of the “visitor from 
Philadelphia” who reads 
Thomas Jefferson’s famous 
words. William Chellis, 
mayor of the village of Jef-

fersonville and vice presi-
dent of the non-profit his-
tory education group, The 
Delaware Company, which 
operates the Fort, will deliv-
er the Loyalist response. 

The Saturday program 
gets underway at 1 p.m. The 
festivities are included in 
the price of admission to the 
Fort.

The Delaware Company 

will also present its two an-
nual awards on June 13. The 
President’s Award, present-
ed to the person, persons, or 
organization that has made 
a significant contribution to 
the field of local history over 
a period of years, and the 
James W. Burbank Award, 
named for the Fort’s found-
er, which is presented to the 
person or persons making a 
significant contribution to 
local history during the past 
year.

This year, the President’s 
Award goes to the Cochec-
ton Preservation Society for 
its long record of contribu-
tions to preserving the his-
tory of the Upper Delaware 
region, and the Burbank 
award is being presented to 
Elsie Kopcha of Harris, for 
her volunteer efforts and 
generous financial support 
of Fort Delaware over the 
past year. 

Fort Delaware is located 
on the Upper Delaware Sce-
nic Byway at 6615 Route 
97 in Narrowsburg, NY. It 
is open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Thursday thru Sunday in 
July and August, and Satur-
day and Sunday in Septem-
ber and October.

ILLUSTRATION BY JACK ROBBIN
The Hillside Inn was a small hotel, not nearly as large as say, the Lasky Lodge in Hurleyville.
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Fort Delaware Museum will host Patriots & Loyalists Week-
end beginning Saturday, July 13, which will include a read-
ing aloud of the Declaration of Independence and a Tory 
rebuttal.
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Jane Sorensen  and  Ms. Mabee’s Second Grade Class



by Jack Halchak

HURLEYVILLE – The 
23rd Annual Morningside 
Fishing Classic is in the 
book. At the start at 5  a.m., 
all was calm. Within an 
hour, the wind picked up 
and made fishing a chore. 
The water temperature was 
the same as the air tempera-
ture at 71 degrees. The wa-
ter was clear to a light tea 
stain in clarity. There were 
not a lot of lily pads to fish 
and with the wind kicking 
up it was a rough day on the 
water.

Fifty-four people took to 
the water and brought 61 
fish to the scale.

Tom Clegg of Newburgh 
brought a bag of five fish to 
the scale for a total weight of 
7.54 lbs. to win. Tom had a 
2.27 pounder as his largest. 
Tom has placed in the top 
five in the Classic for years.

Frank Torres of Green-
wood Lake also had a five-
bag limit and placed second 
with 7.51 lbs., Frank had a 
2.89 pounder as his largest. 
Frank also has done well in 
previous Classics.

Bill Orr of Youngsville, 
another perennial winner in 
this contest, brought three 
fish to the scale for a total 
weight of 5.89 lbs. for third 
place. Bill had a 2.37 pound-
er as his largest.

The big fish (Lunker) of 
the day belonged to Richie 
Shafer of Livingston Manor. 
He brought in a 3.35 pound 
bass.

Steven Bennett of 

Sparrowbush caught a 
3.33-pound Walleye. One of 
the few walleyes caught in 
recent years.

The Pickerel division was 
won by Don Ricciardi with 
a 17.00” .93 pounder for a 
score of 17.93. Second place 
went to Tom Clegg with a 
16.50” 1.10 pounder for a 
score of 17.51, and third 
went to Nick Milligian with 
a 16.50” .88 pounder for a 

score of 17.38.
The bass were caught on a 

variety of lures, from crank 
baits to worms of all differ-
ent colors. There apparently 
was no pattern for the day.

Some other notable fish, 
Bob DeGraw a 2.00 pound-
er, Chris Stangel a 2.11 
pounder, John Velde a 2.15 
pounder and Pete Crisci 
with a 3.13 pounder.

a vague reference to it last 
year.”

Both Muir and Thoreau, 
as well as the naturalist John 
Burroughs, have written 
about—or have been credited 
with writing about-- the ori-
gin of the term saunter. Sup-

posedly, it has to do with pil-
grims travelling to Jerusalem 
in the Middle Ages.

The Smithsonian Maga-
zine article states that in an 
essay entitled, “Walking,” 
Thoreau wrote that the term 
saunter “derived from medi-

eval idlers asking for money 
to fund their pilgrimages ‘a la 
Sainte Terre’–that is, to Jeru-
salem, which was at the time 
often referred to as the Holy 
Land. ’They who never go to 
the Holy Land in their walks, 
as they pretend, are indeed 

mere idlers and vagabonds; 
but they who do go there are 
saunterers in the good sense, 
such as I mean,’ he wrote.”

In the copyrighted blog, 
“The Habit,” a 2021 article 
notes that “Samuel John-
son suggested that saunter 

might have derived from 
that phrase ‘aller à la sainte 
terre,’ but for a different rea-
son than Muir [or Thoreau 
and/or Burroughs] seemed 
to think. In Johnson’s ac-
count, the original ‘sainte-
terre-ers’ were ‘people who 
roved about the country, and 
asked charity under pretense 
of going à la sainte terre, to 
the holy land, or sans terre, as 
having no settled home.’ So 
the saunterer, in Johnson’s 
account, is not the pilgrim 
making his way to the Holy 
Land and reverently taking 
in the marvels as he goes, but 
a charlatan hoping to benefit 
from false piety, or perhaps 
simply a person without land 
of his own (sans terre)—a 
homeless person, a vagrant 
(and vagrant, as you might 
know, derives from the Lat-
in for wandering). Vagabond 
comes from the same root.”

Regardless of the origin of 
the term, Sauntering seems 
like a good way to get away 
from it all and to spend a lit-
tle time in nature, which has 
been proven to have physio-
logical as well as psychologi-
cal benefits. 

Conway said he would 
consider leading and nar-
rating a saunter next year to 
commemorate the holiday, 
perhaps under the auspices of 
this newspaper. He promised 
to contact the Sullivan O&W 
Rail Trail Alliance, which has 
sponsored hikes to commem-
orate National Trails Day in 
the past, as well as an annual 
HOWL hike to mark Hallow-
een, to gauge their interest in 
participating.

The holiday seems like it is 
there for the taking. Someone 
should do something to com-
memorate it.

by Win Hadley

SULLIVAN COUNTY 
— According to people who 
record such things, World 
Sauntering Day began back 
in 1979 at the Grand Hotel 
on Mackinac Island in Mich-
igan. In a 2017 article on 
the little known holiday, the 
Smithsonian Magazine not-
ed that the hotel’s publicist, 
W.T. “Bill” Rabe, came up 
with the idea of World Saun-
tering Day “as a response to 
the jogging fad that swept the 
United States in the 1970s.”

Since that time, World 
Sauntering Day has been ob-
served each June 19. But ac-
cording to some completely 
unscientific and incomplete 
research conducted over the 
last week or so by this report-
er, the holiday has never been 
commemorated in this area.

On the other hand, there 
have been events over the 
years to mark similar holi-
days such as Celebrate Trails 
Day in April and National 

Trails Day in June. Those 
holidays are expressly about 
hiking; they do not encour-
age or even acknowledge 
sauntering. 

Sullivan County Histori-
an John Conway, who also 
serves as the editor of this 
newspaper, has been lead-
ing what he calls “History 
Hikes” to commemorate Cel-
ebrate Trails Day for several 
years now. Ironically, he typ-
ically promotes his “History 
Hikes”—a number of which 
have been conducted along 
the rail trail here in Hur-
leyville—as “more of a saun-
ter.” When asked about World 
Sauntering Day, Conway ad-
mitted he was unaware of the 
holiday until very recently.

“I like the idea of saun-
tering,” Conway said. “And 
I have often repeated anec-
dotes attributed to John Muir 
or Henry David Thoreau 
about the origin of the term 
saunter, but I had no idea 
there was a World Saunter-
ing Day until I came across 

FALLSBURG – Fif-
ty-eight Fallsburg stu-
dent-athletes were recog-
nized on June 5 as New 
York State Public High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion (NYSPHSAA) schol-
ar-athletes for the 2024 
Spring season. To qualify 
as an NYSPHSAA schol-
ar-athlete team, at least 
three-quarters of the stu-
dents must have a grade 
point average of 90.00 or 
above. Here are the recog-
nized scholar-athletes and 

their teams:
Girls Track & Field: 

Gelsey Aguilar Torres, 
Meredith Anderman, San-
aya Aquil, Kyleigh Avery, 
Arslyn Cantave, Alex-
ia Clark, Kalena Clarke, 
Kaddyjatou Darboe, Sa-
vannah Doty, Katie Flores, 
Arianna Gonzalez, Adi-
ra Greer-Padilla, Zoey 
Ketcham, Chanel Han, 
Hayden-Marie Herre-
ra, Jane Islas-Escamilla, 
Hannah Johnson, Angeli-
na Levner, Shelby Lyons, 

Francely Maradiaga, Nan-
cy Martinez, Daniela Mar-
tinez, Makayla Morgan, 
Cecelia Norris-Yanes, Jos-
lyn Odell, Allanah Owens, 
Catherine Pena, Angie Ro-
driguez, Alexandra Ruiz, 
Marilyn Santos, Jaily Se-
bastian, Madeline Stone, 
Kierstyn Surerus, Alisha 
Tremper, Noelle Varner, 
Jordyn Wall-Carty, Skylar 
Wright, and Nataly Zem-
poaltecatl.

Boys Golf: Jaedon Es-
pinoza, Jaecob Espinoza, 

and Douglas Medina Car-
camo.

Girls Golf: Sophia Ja-
cobs and Natalia Evange-
lista.

Boys Track & Field: 
Erli Garcia, William Mar-
tinez, Eric Moocz, Robert 
Perrera, Nikolas Bonner, 
Daris Koljenovic, and Lu-
kas Zelaya.

Baseball: Alexander 
Depuy.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 

But have you ever stayed
to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 

Are people really playing
darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?

As it turns out, darts are
huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.

We’ve also got a home
team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 

It’s the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 

She is joined by her hus-
band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 

The basics: teams go
head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”

After listening some more,
I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.

“I tried the pool league we
have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”

Everything is done
through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 

“We’ve had some really
good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 

But for him, the best out-
come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 

Feeling so welcomed and
engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 

Believe it or not, despite
multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 

“We usually make play-
offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 

They say they’re amidst a
“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 

In any case, you don’t
have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

SAUNTER MUCH?
WHY IS WORLD SAUNTERING DAY UNOBSERVED LOCALLY?

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first person 
to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.com will win a 
prize. Have fun!

July Questions:
	 1.	 When	was	the	first	Wimbledon	tennis	tournament	played?
	 2.	 Who	had	the	most	career	home	runs	in	the	All-Star	Game?	
	 3.	 Who	won	the	most	Wimbledon	titles	in	their	career?	
	 4.	 What	player	had	the	most	career	at	bats	in	the	All-Star	Game?	
	 5.	 Who	is	the	only	player	to	ever	his	an	inside-the-park	home	run	in	
	 	 the	All-Star	Game?	

June Answers:
	 1.	 In	what	year	was	the	first	Belmont	Stakes	run?	(1867)
	 2.	 What	horse	won	the	very	first	Belmont?	(Ruthless)
	 3.	 What	was	unusual	about	the	first	Belmont	winner?
  (Ruthless was a filly)
	 4.	 What	horse	won	the	first	racing	Triple	Crown?	
  (Sir Barton in 1919)
	 5.	 What	was	the	last	horse	to	win	the	Triple	Crown?	
  (Justify in 2018)

Lorraine Allen of Hurleyville was last month’s winner with five out of 
five correct answers.

FIFTY YEARS AGO… 
Fallsburg Golf Course is Scene of 
Tragedy
by John Conway

LOCH SHELDRAKE — 
It was July of 1974—50 
years ago this month—and 
a terrible tragedy was about 
to unfold on the Lochmor 
Golf Course in Loch Shel-
drake.

A foursome of golfers—
two fathers and their teenage 
sons-- was standing on the 
fourth green of the course 
under a perfectly clear Sun-
day afternoon sky when a 
bolt of lightning struck one 
of them. The golfers, who 
shared a summer home at 
Wanaksink Lake, were all 
knocked to the ground by 
the force of the bolt.

Eighteen year old Kevin 
Krieger of Chappaqua, was 
the most seriously injured. 
His cousin, Charles Mark, 
also 18, suffered superfi-
cial burns. The two adults 
attempted to resuscitate 
Krieger prior to the arrival 
of emergency personnel, 
but could not revive him. 

“Police said the other 
family members gave the 
stricken youth artificial res-
piration before authorities 
arrived and administered 
oxygen,” the Yonkers Her-
ald Statesman newspaper 
reported in its Tuesday, July 
30 edition. “Krieger was 
taken to [Community Gen-
eral Hospital] where, police 
say, physicians were able 
to restore a heartbeat to the 
victim. He was then taken 
to Horton Memorial Hos-
pital in Middletown where, 
police say, special facilities 
for Krieger’s care existed, 
but attempts to revive the 
victim were unsuccessful.”

The teenager was pro-
nounced dead shortly after 
midnight on Monday morn-
ing. 

The Times Herald Record 
reported in its Monday, July 
29 edition that the lightning 

bolt that struck the golf 
course was part of a series 
of storms that caused seri-
ous damage throughout the 
region on that Sunday after-
noon and evening.

“A series of storms, re-
plete with high winds, 
lightning, thunder and hail, 
lashed Ulster and Dutchess 
counties and portions of Or-
ange and Sullivan counties 
on Sunday evening,” the 
paper reported the next day.

The Record noted that 
in addition to the lightning 
bolt that struck the golfers, a 
bolt also struck a Fallsburg 
police car nearby, damag-
ing its emergency light, but 
leaving the officer driving it 
unscathed.

“Lightning knocked the 
dome light off a Fallsburg 
town police car,” the paper 
reported. “Patrolman Ron-
ald Dill of the Fallsburg 
police escaped uninjured 
when lightning struck his 
car while he was on patrol 
in the Morningside park 
area, police chief Seymour 
Farber said.” 

In their Tuesday, July 30 
edition, the paper ran a pho-
to by reporter Charlie Crist 
of Dill and the damaged car. 

“Dill said there was a 
blinding flash, a shuddering 
of the car and a thud,” Crist 
reported. “He was uninjured 
but shaken.”

Sullivan County Commis-
sioner of Public Works John 
J.J. McGough told the paper 
that most of the damage in 
the county was “centered in 
the triangle formed by the 
towns of Bethel, Liberty, 
and Thompson.” A bridge 
in the town of Bethel was 
completely destroyed, but 
other than the tragedy on 
the Lochmor Golf Course, 
no other injuries from the 
storms were reported in 
Sullivan County.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
Sullivan County Historian John Conway (far right) often leads History Hikes he calls saunters. This one in Hurleyville is 
from December of 2022.

MORNINGSIDE CLASSIC

Softball: Angelina Al-
varado, Jordan Batista, 
Carmen Montes, Dalila 

Ortiz, Yulenah Phillip, 
Marilyn Santos, and Pey-
ton Varner.

FCSD Honors NYSPHSAA Spring Scholar Athletes
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