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Winter Storm Fern Brings Bitter Cold and Plenty of Snow
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE — During the win-
ter of 2021, it was the month of Feb-
ruary that set records for snowfall in 
Sullivan County, as the average accu-
mulation for the month was exceeded 
on February 2, when a two-day storm 
dumping 24 inches on the region final-
ly subsided. The total snowfall of 43 
inches for the month left the streets of 
Hurleyville clogged with piles of the 
white stuff, making parking difficult 
and crossing the street an adventure.

In 2018, it was early March when 
winter storm Riley taught many north-
easterners a new word: bombogenesis, 
as heavy snow and high winds para-
lyzed much of the region, leaving many 
without electric power for up to a week. 
Clean up continued for months after-
ward, as hudreds of downed trees had 
to be cleared throughout the county.

While winter storm Fern, which hit 
the region in late January this year, may 
not have exceeded those benchmarks, it 
did leave its mark, as heavy snow creat-
ed havoc with Main Street parking and 
bitter cold temperatures persisted well 
into this month.

Still, Hurleyville and Sullivan Coun-

ty, while hard hit, fared better than 
many other areas, some of which saw 
record snowfalls and temperatures 30 
degrees or more below average.

One thing that set Fern apart from 
other major winter storms was its range. 
The storm wreaked havoc on a wide 
swath of the United States, from Tex-
as to Maine. In all, at least 147 deaths 
have been attributed to Fern across 13 
states, and more than a million custom-
ers, mostly in southern states, were left 
without power.

The governors of more than 20 
states declared states of emergency in 
preparation for the storm, and National 
Guardsmen were activated in 12 states. 
One source reported that between Jan-
uary 23 and 25, the number of counties 
nationwide under a winter storm warn-
ing was the largest ever recorded. In 
New York City, early voting in special 
elections was cancelled and LaGuar-
dia Airport was shut down. Across the 
country, more than 9,000 flights were 
cancelled due to the storm.

Locally, Sullivan County Manager 
Josh Potosek said that 60 county DPW 
workers covered 22 plow routes, with 
four plow trucks in reserve, in case any 
should be disabled. 

Although temperatures in the area 
remained well below normal as Feb-
ruary arrived, the biggest problem in 
Hurleyville seemed to be the aftermath 
of the storm, as curbsides—and fire 
hydrants-- remained buried in snow, 
hampering firefighting efforts, making 
parking impossible, and crossing the 
street difficult. While the town of Fall-
sburg highway crews did a commend-
able job in keeping the roads passable 
throughout the treacherous storm, clean 
up afterward took longer than many 

people thought it should, especially in 
Hurleyville.

Still, by February 3, town trucks 
were hauling load after load of snow 
and parking spaces were mostly cleared 
along Main Street. The timing was for-
tuitous, because some forecasters were 
predicting another major nor’easter pri-
or to the middle of the month.

After all, as we were reminded on 
Groundhog Day, there are still six more 
weeks of winter.

FALLSBURG – The Fallsburg Cen-
tral School District has announced that 
both of the propositions in their Capital 
Project vote have been approved. Here 
are the final results:

Proposition #1: 95 Yes, 17 No
Proposition #2: 92 Yes, 19 No
The first proposition will focus on 

various renovation projects, such as 
upgrading the parking lots, sidewalks, 
and heating and air conditioning sys-
tems. 

The second proposition will approve 
purchasing property adjacent to Benja-
min Cosor Elementary School in order 
to expand the entryway and make it 
safer for buses and emergency vehicles 
to pass through. 

“On behalf of the Fallsburg Cen-
tral School District and the Board of 
Education, I would like to thank you 
for supporting our building project 
propositions,” said Superintendent of 
Schools, Dr. Ivan Katz. “We will now 
be able to move forward with neces-
sary repairs, replacements and reno-
vations to improve our school district 
facilities for many years to come. Your 
voice matters!”

The renovation project approved in 
proposition #1 will replace and widen 
the parking lots at both the junior-se-
nior high school and Benjamin Cosor 
Elementary School, improving traffic 
and adding  parking spaces.

The project also includes HVAC up-
grades throughout the district, includ-
ing the addition of air-conditioning in 
all buildings. The replacement of aging 
fuel tanks, the addition of a covered 
walkway at the elementary school and 

the installation of a card-swipe access 
on classroom doors is also part of the 
project.

The school district proposed the 
purchase of the property adjacent to 
Benjamin Cosor Elementary School 
approved in proposition #2 in order to 
widen the school’s only entrance and 
exit, which currently measures about 
40 feet.

School officials say that the propo-
sitions will have a 0% impact on the 
taxpayers. For more information about 
the capital project, please visit the dis-
trict’s website at fallsburgcsd.net.

MONTICELLO – The Sullivan 
County Department of Motor Ve-
hicles, along with all DMV offic-
es in New York State, will undergo 
a large-scale system upgrade next 
month that will require an extended 
closure.

In February, the New York State 
DMV is implementing the initial 
phase of a multi-year project to re-
place and modernize its aging tech-
nology systems. To bring the first 
part of the new system online, the 
State is ceasing all DMV operations, 
including online and the phone sys-
tem, starting February 13.

“Due to this, our DMV office 
will not be open from Friday, Feb-
ruary 13 thru Wednesday, February 
18,” explained County Clerk Rus-
sell Reeves. “The office will reopen 
Thursday the 19, provided we re-
ceive the go-ahead from State DMV 
leadership.” 

During this time, the State DMV 
will migrate about 30 million records 
to the new system and complete the 
transition to bring the first phase of 
the upgrade online.

“No DMV transactions will be 
able to be completed during this 

period, including through the State 
DMV website, and phones will not 
be answered by the State,” advised 
Mr. Reeves. “However, the County 
Clerk’s Office WILL be open. While 
we won’t be able to provide DMV 
services, we will answer questions 
as we are able.”

PLEASE NOTE: All Sullivan 
County Government Center offices – 
including the DMV – will be closed 
on Thursday, February 12 for Lin-
coln’s Birthday and Monday, Febru-
ary 16 for President’s Day.

About the Upgrade: New York 
State DMV has contracted with soft-
ware company FAST Enterprises, 
LLC, which has implemented sim-
ilar systems in more than 20 other 
states, to help NYS DMV modernize 
its technology platforms and service 
delivery in two major stages over the 
next two years. The new technology 
will replace and consolidate a sig-
nificant portion of DMV’s legacy 
technology, some of which are over 
50 years old. The goal of this initia-
tive is to make the DMV more se-
cure, stable, and agile and to provide 
DMV customers with more efficient, 
secure, and convenient services.

MONTICELLO — The Sullivan 
County Legislature last month announced 
the formation of a Charter Review Com-
mission, and has now scheduled a meet-
ing with its members.

The special meeting will be held in the 
Legislative Hearing Room at the coun-
ty Government Center on 
Thursday, February 19 at 
11 a.m. 

“Our founding docu-
ment, the Charter, requires 
the Legislature to convene 
a Charter Review Commis-
sion every 10 years, and the 
last one started meeting in 
2015,” explained Legisla-
ture Chair Nadia Rajsz in 
2025, announcing that the 
county was seeking people 
willing and able to review 
this important document to 
see if changes are warrant-
ed.”

In soliciting participation for the com-
mission, Ms. Rajsz emphasized that 
“we’re particularly interested in hearing 
from residents who might never have 
served on a County advisory committee 
before.”

The Sullivan County Charter requires 
that Commission members be “qualified 
county electors”: 18 years of age or older 
and eligible to vote in local elections. It 
also stipulates that members should rep-
resent various segments of the communi-
ty. Letters of interest were to have been 
received by Legislature Clerk AnnMarie 

Martin by the end of last March, and it 
had been announced that commission 
members would be selected in May with 
meetings starting in June. It was not ex-
plained why the selection process was de-
layed by more than six months.

Commission members will choose the 
frequency of their meet-
ings, who their chair/vice 
chair will be, and what 
officials, experts and oth-
er speakers will be invited 
to provide information. At 
the conclusion of their de-
liberations, they will pro-
vide a written report to the 
Legislature, including rec-
ommendations to revise 
the Charter, if deemed 
necessary. The legislature 
then decides whether or 
not to act on the recom-
mendations, with some 
changes necessitating ap-

proval by voters in a referendum. 
Two popular topics sure to be discussed 

include staggered terms for Legislators, 
so that all nine lawmakers are not up for 
election at the same time, and the cre-
ation of the position of County Executive, 
which has been a controversial one in the 
past.

The members of the Charter Review 
Commission are: Bill Lothrop, Moreen 
Landfish-Lerner, Camille Johnston, Bill 
Liblick, Paul Barnett, George Rose, 
Kaylee Roebuck, John Conway and Ken 
Walter.

Legislature Schedules Meet 
With Newly Named 

Charter Review Commission
Mandated Review of County Charter to Get Underway

All DMV Offices to Close
for Tech Upgrade

Sullivan County DMV Closed February 12-18

Voters Approve 
FCSD Capital Project Proposals
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Dr. Ivan Katz
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Top right: The 
entrance to 
some buildings 
became 
temporarily 
inaccessible 
as road crews 
prioritized 
clearing the 
streets.

Bottom right: 
The severity 
and length of 
the storm made 
it apparent that 
after awhile 
there was 
nowhere to 
push the snow.
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Sullivan County Legislature 

Chair Nadia Rajsz

Bottom middle: While 
Main Street was cleared 
of snow, the piles along 
the curbs made parking 
and crossing the street 
difficult for days after 
the storm.

Far left: The west side 
of the rail trail was 
largely inaccessible 
after the heavy snow.

PHOTO BY JACK HALCHAK
Top middle: Firefight-
ers and other officials 
remind homeowners 
and private snowplow-
ers that fire hydrants 
need to be kept clear 
for public safety. This 
one was not.



Eight years ago this month, 
Hurleyville resident John Simon 
started writing his “From the 
Weather Center” column for The 
Hurleyville Sentinel. The column 
has appeared every month since, 
and this month, in recognition of 
his anniversary, we are revisting 
his very first column…

Groundhog Day is a popular 
day in the USA and Canada. It 
comes with myths and legends. 
The weather lore was brought from 
German-speaking areas where the 

badger is the forecasting animal. 
In the United States and Canada, if 
the groundhog sees his shadow on 
February 2 there will be six more 
weeks of bad weather. If it is cloudy 
and he doesn’t see his shadow, it is 
the sign of an early spring.

Groundhogs are rodents and 
weigh between 12 and 15 pounds. 
They can live up to 8 years, have 
the ability to climb trees, and are 
also called a bear-rat. In Nova Sco-
tia, Groundhog Day is called Dax 
Day (from the German word for 

groundhog) , and it is also called 
Candlemas day. Punxsutawney Phil 
has predicted 103 forecasts for win-
ter and just 17 for an early spring, 
and Phil is only 39% accurate in his 
predictions.

This year, as it seems he almost 
always does, Punxsutawney Phil 
saw his shadow, predicting six 
more weeks of winter.

John “the Weatherman” Simon writes 
a regular column on weather for The 
Sentinel. He lives in Hurleyville.

265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open on Tues-
day through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Ad-
mission is free. Donations 
to meet the increasing cost 
of operating the Museum 
are appreciated.

Visit www.scnyhistory.
org. You can also visit the 
Sullivan County Historical 
Society and Museum on 
Facebook.

COLUMBIA HILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ALLIANCE (CHNA)

The Columbia Hill 
Neighborhood Alliance 
(CHNA) was formed in 
2012 by a group of local 
residents dedicated to sus-
tainable and responsible 
development, protection 
of our water supply, pres-
ervation of our rural envi-
ronment and the safety of 
wildlife.

Members of the group 
have met regularly since 
then and continue to close-
ly monitor the status of the 
proposed Gan Eden project 
on Columbia Hill and other 
developments in the towns 
of Fallsburg and Thomp-
son.

The developer of the pro-
posed Gan Eden project has 
requested the required ap-
proval from the Delaware 
River Basin Commission 
(DRBC) for water with-
drawal from the wells at 
the project site. The wells 
are in Hurleyville. Approv-
al has not been granted yet. 
The DRBC needs further 
review of the project.

The site of the proposed 
project has a history of 
runoff flooding of roads 
and neighborhoods in Hur-
leyville. The planned over-
building of the proposed 
project will only exacer-
bate the existing situation.

The impact on noise, 
traffic, electric capacity 
and air quality will affect 
the entire neighborhood. 
The development is in the 
Hurleyville Fire District. 
The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment will be respon-
sible for the protection of 
lives and properties at the 
development.

The group meets at 7 
p.m. on the fourth Tues-
day of each month at the 
Hurleyville Firehouse. The 
meetings are open to the 
public.

Visit CHNA at  www.
columbiahill.org  and on 
Facebook to learn how you 
can help to protect your en-
vironment and your com-
munity by demanding re-
sponsible and sustainable 
development.
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.

HURLEYVILLE- 
SULLIVAN FIRST (HSF)

The members of Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First will 
begin getting gardens, 
planters and barrels ready 
for planting in early spring.  
Everyone is welcome to 
come out and help. Work 
dates will be announced.

Hur leyvi l le -Sul l ivan 
First continues to work 
with the Hurleyville Hub 
on planning events that con-
tribute to the continuing re-
vitalization of the hamlet. 

For more information 
about Hurleyville and Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First, 
please visit the group on 
Facebook or at www.hur-
leyvilleny.com.

HURLEYVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH

The Bread of Life food 
pantry will be open on 
Thursday, February 19 
and on Thursday, Febru-
ary 26 from 3 until 4:45 
p.m. Visitors to the food 
pantry are asked to please 
bring a bag. In case of bad 
weather, cancellations will 
be announced on Face-
book or you can call Lon-
nie…845-798-4809.

Sunday services are held 
at the church at 9 a.m. 
Children of all ages can at-
tend Sunday school at the 
church during services.

Pastor Wendy delivers 
sermons on the church’s 
page on Facebook at 11 
a.m. on Sundays.

All are invited to pray 
with others over the phone 
on the church’s prayer line 
on Sundays from 7 – 8 
p.m. The prayer line phone 
number is 605-472-5491 
and the access code is 
251678. 

The Bible study group 
meets in the sanctuary at 
the church every Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. 

Donations of diapers, 
new socks, new under-
wear and new t-shirts for 
children in foster care 
are being collected at the 
church. The volunteers at 
the church also collect new 
t-shirts and new underwear 
for veterans along with new 
clothes for women who are 
starting over after escaping 
from domestic violence. 
Please contact Cookie at 
845-428-5871 or Goldie at 

845-467-1641 for more in-
formation on the program.

Anyone in need of gen-
tly used winter clothing 
for adults and children can 
contact the church at 845-
434-5097.

Please call Lonnie at 
845-798-4809 for more in-
formation on services and 
activities at the church. 
You can also get updates at 
the church’s page on Face-
book.

THE SULLIVAN 
COUNTY MUSEUM 

AND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The historical and ge-
nealogical archives at the 
Sullivan County Museum 
are open for exploration on 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. or by appointment.

Guided tours of the Mu-
seum…behind the scenes 
and regular exhibits…
are available. There is no 
charge for the hour-long 
tours but registration is 
required. Please call 845-
434-8044 to make a reser-
vation.

Sullivan County memo-
rabilia and books describ-
ing the history of Sullivan 
County are always avail-
able at the Museum gift 
shop.

The volunteers at the 
museum work on a variety 
of activities including re-
search and exhibits.  

Anyone interested in ex-
ploring genealogy and the 
history of life in Sullivan 
County can contact the 
museum for information 
on volunteering.

The Museum, located at 

The day of wine and roses is only days away
Are you ready with the chocolates?

Or does she prefer a perfume spray?

For your hubby or your boyfriend
Have you thought about what you’ll buy?

Will it be his favorite restaurant, some cologne or a 
handsome tie?

Perhaps if we think about it
There might not be the need

To spend a lot and make a fuss
Just show your love indeed!

Make a point of setting time for just the two of you
No distractions like kids or phone

Here’s what you can do
Make a special meal together

Talk about how your love has grown

Give a sweet caress, a gentle kiss and a card with 
words sincere

End the meal standing face to face
And say, “I love you so much, dear.”

- Mimi
February 2026

VALENTINE’S DAY THOUGHTS

Tango Café at HPAC Unveils New Winter Menu 
Acclaimed Local Chef Jay DeSimone Joins Team

Child Care Providers Needed

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Tango Café at the Hur-
leyville Performing Arts 
Centre (HPAC) is thrilled to 
announce the launch of its 
new winter menu, crafted by 
accomplished local chef Jay 
DeSimone.

Featuring a mouthwatering 
selection of brunch and din-
ner offerings, as well as a di-
verse cocktail menu, the new 
menu is perfect for families, 
couples, and anyone looking 
to enjoy a delicious meal in 
a warm, inviting atmosphere.

Brunch lovers can now sa-
vor Sunday mornings at Tan-
go Café, with brunch served 
from 9 a.m. 

to 1p.m. Menu highlights 
include:

• Croque Madame: Grilled 
ham, fried eggs, and hollan-
daise sauce.

• Breakfast Burger: A 
hearty burger topped with a 
fried egg.

• Chicken and Waffles: A 
classic comfort dish with a 
gourmet twist.

For dinner, served Thurs-
day from 4 to 9 p.m. and 
Friday–Saturday from 4 to 
10 p.m., Chef DeSimone has 
crafted a menu that master-
fully combines bold flavors 
with refined culinary tech-
niques. Menu highlights in-
clude:

• Braised Short Rib: 
Served with confit garlic 
mashed potatoes, Brussels 
sprouts with pork belly 
lardon, and pan jus.
• Shrimp and Mushroom 
Risotto: A creamy, savory 
delight.
• Arancini Al Telefono: 
Carnaroli rice, fresh moz-
zarella, panko, roasted red 
pepper jam, and micro-
greens.
The cocktail menu is 
equally impressive, featur-

ing local favorite Catskill 
Provisions Spirits.
Guests can also enjoy a 
wide selection of local 
beers and wines. Signature 
drinks include:
• The Dammit Janet: Vod-
ka, muddled blackberries, 
Chambord liqueur, lime 
juice, rosemary simple 
syrup, and club soda.
• The Let’s Begin: Gin, 
lemon, honey simple 
syrup, and butterfly pea 
powder.

Perfect Pairing with 
HPAC’s Full-Service Mov-
ie Theater

Located next door to Tan-
go Café, the Hurleyville Per-
forming Arts Centre Cinema 
features a full service mov-
ie theater showing first-run 
films that perfectly coordi-
nate with the café’s operat-
ing hours. With showtimes 
at 6 p.m. on Fridays, 3 p.m. 
on Saturdays, and 2 p.m. on 
Sundays, guests can enjoy a 
delicious meal at Tango Café 
before or after catching the 
latest blockbuster. Whether 
it’s a family outing or a date 
night, Tango Café and HPAC 
Cinema make for the ulti-
mate entertainment and din-
ing experience.
Special Offers:

• Show your HPAC movie 

stub and receive 15% off 
your check (alcohol ex-
cluded).
• First responders enjoy 
10% off as a thank-you for 
their service.
In addition to the new 

menu, Tango Café offers live 
music every Friday and will 
soon introduce Trivia Nights, 
making it a lively and wel-
coming spot for the commu-
nity.

“We’re excited to offer 
a dining experience that 
perfectly complements the 
cultural and entertainment 
offerings at HPAC,” said 
Christina Antizzo, CEO of 
HPAC. “Chef Jay DeSim-
one’s new winter menu is a 
fantastic addition, and with 
the café’s proximity to our 
movie theater, it’s the perfect 
destination for families and 
couples alike.”
Tango Café Hours:

• Brunch: Sundays, 9 a.m. 
– 1 p.m.
• Dinner: Thursdays, 4 – 9 
p.m.; Fridays and Satur-
days, 4 – 10 p.m.
• Live Music: Every Friday
Tango Café is located at 

219 Main Street, Hurleyville, 
NY 12747, within the Hur-
leyville Performing Arts 
Centre.

LIBERTY-- If you have 
considered working with 
or teaching young chil-
dren, there is no better time 
to start! Sullivan County 
needs childcare throughout 
the county!

 According to The U.S. 
Census Bureau, the popu-
lation estimate as of July 1, 
2023, is 79,920 people in 
Sullivan County. 6.1% of 
the county’s population are 
children under the age of 5 
(US Census Bureau, 2010). 
Making the under 5 popu-
lation in Sullivan County, 
4795 children. The current 
number of infant / toddler 
childcare spots available in 
Sullivan County is 1129. 
The bottom line is Sullivan 
County children and current 
providers NEED your assis-
tance as childcare is filled 
with waiting lists.

 Consider working from 
home and teaching children. 
You can run your own small 
business from home while 
contributing to and support-
ing the working families in 
Sullivan County! 

If you’re worried about 
start-up cost, we may be 
able to assist in supply costs 
through our Infant/Toddler 
program. Most training 

courses through our agen-
cy are FREE for Sullivan 
County providers!!! Please 
contact the Sullivan Coun-
ty Child Care Council for 
step-by-step assistance with 
the application process, 
business aspect of your 
program, as well as the pro-
grams and resources avail-
able when your program is 
established.

The Sullivan County 
Child Care Council, Inc. 
has determined an immedi-
ate need for Infant and Tod-
dler childcare based on our 
referral services:

• County wide - of 44 in-
quiries 31 were for Infant 
and Toddler care
• Requests for Infant and 
Toddler care through our 
agency have been made 
mainly for Fallsburg, Lib-
erty and Monticello 
• Most of our providers 
have no infant or toddler 
spots available
For more information 

please visit our website: 
scchildcare.com, The Of-
fice of Children and Fami-
ly Services at  https://ocfs.
ny.gov/main/childcare/be-
comeaprovider.asp , or give 
our office a call at (845) 
292-7166.
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by John Simon

GROUNDHOG DAY

John
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HURLEYVILLE PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE 
TO HOST BLACK LEGACY PROJECT

FEBRUARY IS BLACK HISTORY MONTH

When you’re snowed in, 
you can always be plowed 
out; when you’re iced in, 
you tend to stay put. We 
stay put on the last Mon-
day of 2025. Divine Cor-
ners Road is black ice; 
the driveway, an icy ramp 
with melt on top, mak-
ing the surface even more 
treacherous. I check the 
back window of our cot-
tage for signs of vehicles 
on the road, but no one is 
out there. The only move-
ment is of tree branches 
nodding in the wind and 
the occasional critter — 
squirrels in the trees, deer 
in the field. 

I never tire of the view 
through this back win-
dow. A diagonal tree trunk, 
directly behind the cot-
tage, bisects the frame; to 
the right, the dense mass 
of woods; to the left, 
the deep open space of 
two snow-covered rises, 
flanked by the road at the 
far edge of the frame. A 
lone silo across the road 
rhymes with the verticali-
ty of the trees. Overhead, a 
silvery-grey sky hangs low. 
It’s all so perfectly com-
posed. The frame shapes 
the landscape, or shapes 
my perception of the land-
scape. This particular win-
dow is a near-equivalent of 
the golden ratio of VistaVi-
sion, evoking memories 
from my cinephile youth. I 
could be watching “A Rich 
Wintry Scene,” directed 
by Nicholas Ray or Elia 

Kazan — a widescreen 
landscape imbued with 
emotional resonance. 

Around noon, as the day 
grows warmer, mist rises 
from the ground, billow-
ing and thickening into a 
whiteout so total there isn’t 
a shadow of a shape visi-
ble within it. The world is 
in eclipse; for a quarter of 
an hour, I have the disqui-
eting sensation of floating 
in a void. Gradually, road 
and silo reemerge and the 
sense of disorientation re-
cedes. By two o’clock, 
the sky is clear, the sun’s 
brightness so amplified by 
reflection off the ice and 
snow that I have to look 
away. 

By four o’clock, the 
day is already drawing to 
a close. The air chills and 
dims. The clouds regather, 
darker than before, form-
ing a charcoal-grey bowl 
that encircles the hori-
zon — a bowl chipped 
and cracked along its rim, 
and, through the cracks, 
the saturated reds and 
purples of a winter’s sun-
set flare. Along the road, I 
can see the red and white 
lamps of vehicles coming 
and going; the way’s been 
cleared; Tuesday will be a 
workday again.

Jonathan Shimkin, writer 
and editor, may be con-
tacted at jonathanshim-
kin@gmail.com, or via his 
website: jonathanshim-
kin.weebly.com.

Out Divine
Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY The Weatherman’s Octennial Year at the Sentinel

NY Expands Electricity Discount Program

HURLEYVILLE – The 
Hurleyville Performing Arts 
Centre (HPAC) is proud to 
announce that it will host the 
nationally acclaimed Black 
Legacy Project on Friday, 
February 27, as part of its 
Black History Month pro-
gramming. This free com-
munity event will take place 
in the HPAC Cinema and 
promises to be an inspiring 
evening of film, music, and 
meaningful conversation.

The Black Legacy Project 
(Black LP), developed by 
the nonprofit Music in Com-
mon, is a musical celebration 
of Black history designed 
to strengthen understanding 
across communities and fos-
ter conversations about racial 
equity. The program brings 
together musicians and com-
munity members to explore 
the legacy of Black history, 

its modern-day relevance, 
and how shared artistic ex-
periences can reduce division 
and hate.

The evening will begin 
with a screening of the Black 
Legacy Project’s documenta-
ry, which explores the stories 
and themes behind the mu-
sic. Following the film, the 
Black LP band will perform 
a live set featuring reimag-
ined songs tied to the Black 
American experience, orig-
inal works created through 
their collaborative roundtable 
process, spoken word pieces, 
and an opportunity for audi-
ence discussion.

HPAC is actively seeking 
sponsors to help bring this 
impactful program to our 
community. Thanks to a gen-
erous discount from the Black 
Legacy Project, HPAC can 
host this event for a reduced 

artist fee of $1,500, making 
local sponsorships critical to 
covering the remaining costs, 
including hospitality and pro-
motional efforts. Sponsorship 
support will allow HPAC to 
offer this program free of 
charge, ensuring accessibility 
for all.

“This program is a per-
fect fit for our Black History 
Month schedule and aligns 
with HPAC’s mission of in-
clusion, cultural engagement, 
and community access,” said 
Megan Dewitt, Program Co-
ordinator at HPAC. “We’re 
thrilled to bring this national-
ly recognized project to Hur-
leyville and provide our com-
munity with an evening of 
music, history, and dialogue 
that bridges generations and 
perspectives.”

Event Details:
• Date: Friday, February 27

• Time: 7 p.m.
• Location: HPAC Cinema, 

219 Main Street, Hurleyville, 
NY 12747

• Admission: Free com-
munity event (donations en-
couraged), Concessions and a 
cash bar

available.
Sponsorship Opportunities:
Local businesses, organi-

zations, and individuals are 
invited to partner with HPAC 
to support this event. Spon-
sorships will help cover the 
artist fee, hospitality for the 
musicians, and promotional 
efforts, ensuring the program 
remains free and accessible 
to the community. Sponsors 
will be recognized in event 
promotions and materials, 
offering valuable exposure 
while supporting a meaning-
ful cause.

by Lily Barrish Levner

HURLEYVILLE – It is now 
eight years that John Simon has 
been writing a monthly column, 
From the Weather Center in this 
newspaper.  He started in Feb-
ruary of 2018, and every Tues-
day he reports to the Sentinel’s 
office, and in addition to writ-
ing the column, he assists John 
Conway, the Sullivan County 
Historian and editor of the pa-
per. 

Mr. Simon’s column always 
focuses on some aspect of the 
weather. He recalls when he 
was younger and was watching 
the Weather Channel on TV, 
how he became fascinated with 
it. He has pictures he collects of 
weather-related events. Every 
day, he checks the radar as well 
as watches AccuWeather, and 
logs onto NOAA.gov. 

From memory, he describes a 
tornado that reached 115 miles 

per hour and destroyed a barn 
along with a gas station a few 
years ago. Another tornado 
struck last year in Pike County. 
No damage, but he remembers 
the tornado being stuck in a 
field.

“There was a severe thunder-
storm, and in the distance, I saw 
a tornado tunnel in the back-
ground with low clouds. It was 
the first time I was experiencing 
something like that,” he said. 

Both Johns typically have 
a conversation about possible 
topics for the month’s column, 
and then one of them decides 
which idea to run with. They 
try to keep it seasonal so that, 
for example, snow isn’t written 
about in the summer. 

“John is very good at turn-
ing what he’s interested in into 
a learning experience. Some of 
his great assets are that he fol-
lows up, retains information, 
and has a great memory,” said 

Mr. Conway.
When Mr. Simon isn’t work-

ing alongside Mr. Conway, his 
all-time favorite pastime is play-
ing video games. He enjoys a 
lot of old classics like the Xbox 
and Nintendo. He collects rare 
video games. He’s also a huge 
pro wrestling fan, a music en-
thusiast, a rock collector, a book 
collector, and is into tales about 
buried treasure and haunted 
places. He has a full collection 
of Mr. Conway’s history books 
displayed on his bookshelf. 

And Mr. Simon has a hidden 
talent, as well – restoring an-
tique sewing machines that are 
on display at the Sullivan Coun-
ty Historical Society. “He’s 
learned to do the mechanical 
part, cleaning, oiling, and re-
placing belts on vintage sewing 
machines,” Mr. Conway said. 

Occasionally, Mr. Simon 
sews on his own, once making 
his own pillowcase with Rachel  

Carrigan, who runs the Fiber on 
Main Studio next door to The 
Hurleyville Sentinel. 

Mr. Simon became particu-
larly interested in Singer Sew-
ing Machines upon learning of 
the historical connection of the 
company to Sullivan County 
through one of its early pres-
idents, George Ross Macken-
zie. He delights in telling new 
acquaintances about the Mack-
enzie saga, including its con-
nection to Hurleyville’s own 
Collaborative College High 
School.

When not immersed in one of 
his hobbies, Mr. Simon is like-
ly to be found drinking a cup 
of hot cocoa—with whole milk 
and peppermint-- at Forage & 
Gather or eating anything with 
bacon at one of the Sullivan 
County diners.

“John’s a good guy to be with; 
he knows his stuff and he loves 
history,” Mr. Conway said. 

MONTICELLO – In 
mid-January, New York State 
announced the launch of the 
Enhanced Energy Affordability 
Program (EEAP), an expansion 
of the existing Energy Afford-
ability Program (EAP), which 
provides discounts on electrici-
ty and gas costs to eligible res-

idents.
“EEAP is a two-year pi-

lot program meant to serve 
households who don’t qualify 
for EAP, and it potentially of-
fers some much-needed relief 
to people and families who 
wouldn’t otherwise be eligible 
for government benefits,” ex-

plained Nadia Rajsz, chair of 
the Sullivan County Legisla-
ture. “All you need to qualify 
for EEAP is have an active res-
idential electric or gas account 
with a participating utility, and 
be under the household income 
limits.”

NYSEG, Orange & Rockland 
Utilities and Central Hudson 
Gas & Electric all participate 
in both programs, though dis-
counts vary with each. You can 
only be enrolled with one pro-
gram at a time, either EEAP or 
EAP.

About EAP
Established by the NYS Pub-

lic Service Commission in 2016, 
the Energy Affordability Pro-
gram seeks to provide financial 
relief to low-income New York 
households by reducing their 
monthly electric or gas bills.

All large electric and natural 
gas utilities offer the EAP dis-
count to households receiving 
benefits from the Home Energy 
Assistance Program (HEAP), 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP), Med-
icaid, Veterans Disability/Sur-

vivors Pension, Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI), Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy Fam-
ilies (TANF), Federal Public 
Housing Assistance, Lifeline 
Telephone Service and Safety 
Net Assistance.

To inquire about enrollment, 
contact your utility:
• NYSEG: https://www.nyseg.
com/account/waystopay/
help-with-bill/eap-and-eeap or 
1-800-600-2275
• Orange & Rockland: https://
www.oru.com/en/accounts-bill-
ing/payment-assistance/new-
york/energy-affordability or 
1-877-434-4100
• Central Hudson: https://www.
cenhud.com/en/account-re-
sources/assistance-programs/
bill-discount-program/ or 845-
452-2700

About EEAP
Launched last month, the 

Enhanced Energy Affordabil-
ity Program offers utility bill 
discounts for income-qualified 
households that aren’t eligible 
for EAP, as they don’t partici-

pate in State or Federal benefits 
programs like HEAP or SNAP.

Households having annual in-
come that’s less than these lev-
els are eligible for EEAP:
• 1-person household - $69,477
• 2-person household - $90,854
• 3-person household - $112,232
• 4-person household - $133,609
• 5-person household - $154,986
• 6-person household - $176,364
• 7-person household - $180,372
• 8-person household - $184,380

To apply for EEAP, no matter 
what utility provides your ser-
vice, visit https://nyeeap.com/
program or call 1-877-400-
2501. You will need to provide 
proof of income earned in the 
past month for all household 
members (such as pay stubs, 
Social Security or pension 
statements, self-employment 
records, etc.). Be sure to also 
have your utility account num-
ber handy.

For information about both 
EAP and EEAP, visit https://
dps.ny.gov/energy-affordabili-
ty-program. 
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John Simon with one of the Singer Sewing Machines he 
restored.



The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-
ing for help, to fight fire or 
support those that do. We 
even supply all the gear 
and provide all the training 
needed, for free. Stop by 
any Monday night and find 
out how you can help.

County wide the Fire Ser-
vices has been very busy 
at the start of 2026 with 
structure fires, activated 
alarms and, surprisingly, a 
number of pedestrians be-
ing hit by vehicles. With all 
the snow that we have had, 
sidewalks are not cleared 
or you cannot get on to 
them because of the piles 
of snow left by the plows, 
and people are walking in 
the road and getting hit.

Another problem we 
have encountered is the 
use of lamp cords as an 
extension cord for portable 
heaters.

Have you ever heard of a 
“lamp cord?” It is exactly 
what it says it is, the elec-
tric cord from the lamp to 
the wall outlet. It is also 
sometimes called a zip 
cord. These cords are de-
signed for your lamps and 
are of a very light gauge 
wire. They are not de-
signed for, and should nev-
er be used with, a potable 
electrical heating device. A 
portable heater should be 
plugged directly into the 
wall and NOT be used with 
an extension cord. The 
lamp cord cannot manage 
the electrical load, they get 
from the heater, they get 
hot and can cause a fire. 
We have already had that 
happen this heating sea-
son.

We also have responded 
to a number of oil burner 
malfunctions and chimney 
fires. Clean them!

I have mentioned this 
problem before: Private 
snow plowers are bury-
ing fire hydrants. This is 
a dangerous practice. If 

your snowplow contractor 
is burying the fire hydrant 
near your house, tell them 
to STOP it.

I know that there are 
many ways that you can 
be alerted to an emergency 
such as a storm, power out-
age, water main break etc.

One way is to use NY-
ALERT. You can sign up 
for what alerts you want to 
receive at

alert.ny.gov/sign-up-ny-
alert

Another is close to home 
from the Town of Falls-
burg, called CODERED. 
The Town of Fallsburg has 
updated the CODERED 
system. If you signed up 
previously just check your 
account. With CODERED 
you can get an email mes-
sage, text message, or a 
phone message. This is 
an effective way to be in-
formed about emergencies 
in the Town of Fallsburg. 
For example, when there is 
a watermain break, pend-
ing storm, sever weather 
ete., so sign up today. You 
can go to the Town of Fall-
sburg website or account-
portal.onsolve.net/falls-
burgtownny

The 2025 dispatch stat-
ics for the Sullivan County 
Fire Departments are in. 
Fire departments respond-
ed to 6,699 calls in 2025. 
That is down from 2024’s 
7,252 calls. Topping the 

list were activated alarms 
with 1,665 in 2025 vs 1,695 
in 2024. Structure fires in 
2025 were at 288 and in 
2024 there were 290. Brush 
fires in 2025 was at 109 and 
in 2024, there were 128. 
Motor vehicle accidents 
(MVA) were at 1110 in 
2025 vs 799 in 2024. That 
is a huge jump.

As for the Hurleyville 
Fire Department, we re-
spond to 140 calls in 2025 
vs. 165 in 2024. Activated 
alarms in 2025 were 73 
and in 2024, 85. Mutual 
Aid calls in 2025 were 30, 
and in 2024 were 29. We 
responded to 21 Motor Ve-
hicle Accidents (MVA) in 
2025, and 19 in 2024.

Although overall, with 
Hurleyville and County 
numbers down a little the 
summer months were still 
extremely busy.

Remember we are all 
volunteers and respond 
from sleeping, birthday 
parties, dinner, lunch, 
meetings, etc. You name 
it, we are on our way when 
the tones go off.

Do not forget, coming up 
on February 14 is the Hur-
leyville Fire Department 
Town of Fallsburg 38th 
Annual Ice Fishing Con-
test. Morningside Lake 
is the place to be 7 a.m. 
– 3p.m. Trophies, prizes, 
bait, raffles and fun.

Be Safe Out there.

by Mira Comstock

HURLEYVILLE – Stu-
dents at the Homestead 
Collaborative College High 
School (CCHS) took on one 
of today’s biggest questions 
during a recent seminar on 
artificial intelligence: is Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI) help-
ing people move forward, or 
quietly changing how they 
think, learn, and create? 

After exploring several 
podcasts, articles, videos 
and documentaries, stu-
dents shared their thoughts 
in an open discussion that 
revealed both their excite-
ment and concern about how 
quickly AI is advancing, and 
how it is already showing up 
in everyday life.

Most students said their 
understanding of Artificial 
Intelligence was fairly limit-
ed before exploring the ma-
terials. Many were familiar 
with AI through sports an-
alytics, social media algo-
rithms, podcasts, or online 
tools, but few had thought 
deeply about its role in edu-
cation/creative fields. As the 
discussion went on, multiple 
students said they hadn’t re-
alized how powerful and far 
reaching AI could be, and 
many said that the material 
made the issue feel more real 
and, for quite a few, more 
unsettling.

Some students also ex-
plained how their opinions 
have changed while learn-
ing more about Artificial 
Intelligence. Lucas said he 
once believed people would 
recognize the dangers of 
AI and eventually “slow its 
growth,” but now he wor-
ries that AI’s convenience 
will outweigh people’s cau-
tion. Elijah shared that while 
learning about AI’s capabil-
ities helped him see some 
benefits, it ultimately made 
him more concerned about 
the future, saying he thinks 
AI will “screw us over” es-
pecially in the creative field. 

These reactions reflected a 
common feeling in the room, 
that once AI is widely avail-
able, it may be difficult to 
control how it is used.

One of the main concerns 
raised during the seminar 
was how AI will affect stu-
dents’ ability to learn. Sever-
al students argued that rely-
ing too heavily on AI could 
weaken critical thinking and 
problem solving skills. 

Lucas pointed to examples 
where students who used 
AI to complete assignments 
showed lower engagement 
with the material. Others, 
including Lydia and June, 
emphasized that struggling 
through difficult subjects 
helps build discipline and 
confidence, and explained 
that letting AI do the work 
could take away that sense 
of accomplishment. 

Lydia put it simply: “Do-
ing work that you might not 
like, teaches a life skill.” 

Students were concerned 
that relying heavily on AI not 
only takes away the sense of 
achievement, but also takes 
away an essential life skill.

Not everyone thought AI’s 
role in education was entire-
ly negative. 

Freddie compared AI to 

a calculator, saying, “you 
learn basic multiplication, 
addition, etc., and once 
you’re competent your 
teacher hands you a calcula-
tor. So you can learn a basic 
skill, but then have a tool to 
help you.” 

Brice agreed, saying the 
human desire to learn is 
“deeply rooted. It is liter-
ally biologically within us, 
it’s in our DNA,” and he 
believes humans’ desire for 
knowledge is unlikely to dis-
appear because of Artificial 
Intelligence. Both students 
acknowledged that AI is not 
currently being used respon-
sibly, but they suggested it 
could support learning if 
used in the right way.

The topic that sparked the 
strongest reactions was AI’s 
use in creative fields. Many 
students expressed their con-
cern that generative AI pulls 
from existing artwork with-
out permission, putting art-
ists at risk. 

Natalie explained that she 
knows AI is already taking 
opportunities away from 
people pursuing art careers. 
Others, including David, 
made a distinction between 
AI that helps in areas like 
science or medicine and gen-

erative AI used for art, say-
ing support for one does not 
necessarily mean support for 
the other.

Beyond creative fields, 
students also questioned how 
artificial intelligence could 
change the purpose of educa-
tion itself. Addie explained 
that education helps people 
discover their strengths and 
learn how to apply them in 
different areas. They wor-
ried that if AI replaces that 
process, students may never 
realize what skills they have 
or how those abilities could 
shape their futures.

Others pointed out that 
school is one of the few times 
when students can struggle 
and grow without long-term 
consequences. Several stu-
dents agreed that while new 
skills can be learned later in 
life, it becomes much hard-
er once someone is already 
in a career. As one student 
noted, Artificial Intelligence 
in education is concerning 
because “you don’t know 
what you’re missing until 
it’s gone.”

Jack Comstock, a CCHS 
administrator who was in-
vited to the seminar, en-
couraged students to think 
beyond whether AI provides 

correct answers and instead 
focus on what is lost when 
humans stop grappling with 
hard questions. While AI 
could easily generate intel-
ligent responses, he argued 
that it can’t replace the hu-
man process of forming val-
ues and shared meaning. 

The conversation also ex-
panded to the future of work 
and society. With AI begin-
ning to replace entry-level 
jobs, students questioned 
what paths into employment 
will look like and whether 
current systems can keep up 
with such rapid change in 
technology. 

As the seminar concluded, 
students were asked to imag-
ine how Artificial Intelli-
gence might shape their lives 
over the next five years. One 
student shared their concern 
for younger generations, ex-
plaining that their younger 
sibling may grow up with 
AI constantly available as a 
shortcut for learning. They 
worried that future students 
might rely on AI for help 
without ever developing the 
skills to think through prob-
lems on their own.

This final reflection high-
lights a theme that echoed 
throughout the entire dis-
cussion-- the theme that 
Artificial Intelligence is not 
only changing how students 
learn, but challenging edu-
cators and students to decide 
what learning should mean 
in the first place. By the end 
of the seminar, there was no 
clear agreement on wheth-
er AI will ultimately help 
or harm society, but most 
students agreed it will play 
a major role in the future. 
The discussion showed that 
while Artificial Intelligence 
can offer powerful tools and 
opportunities, it also raises 
questions about learning, 
creativity, and responsibili-
ty- questions that students at 
CCHS are already beginning 
to think about.

LIBERTY – Sullivan 180 
is recruiting interns for the 
2026 season. Young adults 

ages 16–20 are invited to 
apply for paid summer em-
ployment, where they will 

have the opportunity to 
work alongside volunteers 
to help communities, or-
ganizations, churches, and 
schools bring their ideas to 
life.

In addition to their com-
munity-based work, interns 
participate in leadership 
and professional devel-
opment and take part in a 
meaningful Day of Service 
project.

The summer employ-
ment program provides 
mentoring and a unique 

opportunity to earn money 
while making a meaning-
ful impact in the commu-
nity. Interns gain valuable 
real-world job experience, 
develop leadership skills, 
receive a paycheck, and 
contribute to positive 
change in their communi-
ties.

Last summer, Sullivan 
180 interns contributed 
over 2,400 hours of work, 
supporting projects and lo-
cal initiatives in communi-
ties across Sullivan County.

“I wanted to gain ex-
perience and be part of 
something greater, and 
I’m proud to say that I be-
lieve I made a difference. 
That sense of fulfillment 
is something that truly 
makes me happy,” shared 
Howie Kiefer, a 2024 and 
2025 Town of Bethel In-
tern. “I recommend that 
others consider interning 
with Sullivan 180. It’s a 
chance to give back to your 
community while gaining 
valuable skills and experi-
ences.”

“In addition to connect-
ing with peers, the intern-
ship program offers a won-
derful way to learn about 
Sullivan County and build 
relationships with com-
munity members,” said 
Anne-Louise Scandariato, 
Director of Community 
Engagement. “This expe-
rience helps strengthen in-
terns’ resumes, builds pro-
fessional confidence, and 
supports the development 
of communication, inter-
personal, problem-solving, 
and leadership skills while 
contributing to a collabora-
tive team environment.”

To apply for the Sulli-
van 180 Internship Pro-
gram, contact Anne-Louise 
Scandariato at 845-295-
2405 or Anne-Louise@
Sullivan180.org. Applica-
tions must be submitted by 
March 30, 2026.

HURLEYVILLE-- The 
Hurleyville Performing Arts 
Centre (HPAC) is thrilled to 
unveil its 2026 Senior Cin-
ema lineup, featuring a cu-
rated selection of beloved 
films and a new, convenient 
showtime of 1 p.m. This 
cherished program, held on 
the second Thursday of each 
month, continues to provide 
seniors in the community 
with an opportunity to con-
nect, engage, and enjoy a 
welcoming space for enter-
tainment and socialization.

HPAC’s Senior Cinema 
program has been a life-
line for many seniors in the 
area, offering more than just 
a movie screening. Each 
event includes a social hour, 
complete with coffee, board 
games, and a chance to 
share stories and skills with 
fellow participants. For just 
$10, attendees can enjoy a 
full afternoon of entertain-
ment and community—a 
vital resource for keeping 
seniors active and enhanc-
ing their quality of life.

The 2026 Senior Cinema 
lineup features an exciting 
mix of classic and contem-
porary films:

• February 12: Murder on 
the Orient Express (1974)

• March 12: Annie Hall 
(1977)

• April 9: Musical Chairs 
(2012)

• May 14: You’ve Got 
Mail (1998)

• June 11: Thelma (2024)
• July 9: Julie & Julia 

(2009)
• August 13: Nonnas 

(2025)
• September 10: Manhat-

tan Murder Mystery (1993)
• October 8: Driving Miss 

Daisy (1989)
• November 12: Notting 

Hill (1999)
• December 10: The Hold-

overs (2023)
In addition to the film 

screenings, Senior Cinema 
participants are invited to 
stay for Coffee Hour, which 
now brings together attend-
ees from HPAC’s three se-
nior programs for added 
convenience. This enhanced 
offering fosters a sense of 
community and provides 
a relaxed environment for 
seniors to connect and un-

wind.
HPAC is actively seeking 

sponsors and partners to 
help lower admission costs 
and expand the program’s 
reach to serve even more 
seniors. “Senior Cinema is 
more than just a movie—it’s 
a chance for our seniors to 
come together, build rela-
tionships, and feel a sense 
of belonging,” said Lourde-
sa Hunt, Director of Devel-
opment at HPAC. “We’re 
committed to making this 
program as accessible as 
possible, and with the sup-
port of our community, we 
can continue to grow and 
enrich the lives of our se-
niors.”

Tickets for Senior Cinema 
are available for purchase 
online through the HPAC 
website. All events will take 
place at the Hurleyville Per-
forming Arts Centre, locat-
ed at 219 Main Street, Hur-
leyville, NY 12747.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 
calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

From the Firehouse

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO

CCHS STUDENTS TALK ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
Brightening the Future, or Darkening It?

SULLIVAN 180 PAID INTERNSHIPS AVAILABLE
Be a Changemaker in Your Community this Summer

SENIOR CINEMA
HPAC Announces 2026 Schedule



FALLSBURG – The 
Fallsburg Central School 
District is proud to an-
nounce their middle and 
high school honor roll 
and superintendent’s 
honor roll lists for the 
second marking period 
of the 2025-2026 school 
year. Honor roll students 
achieved an average of 
85-91, and superinten-
dent’s honor roll students 
earned an average of 92 
or higher.

7th Grade
Honor Roll: Janelli Ander-
son, Elias Blandon Rivera, 
Nyomi Canales-Fuentes, 
Rafael Carrasco Jimenez, 
Jeramiah Castro, Samantha 
Clark, Taylin Frunzi, Genesis 
Fuentes, Awa Gai, Emanuel 
Granados, Arayaah-Laurice 
Irby, Alexandria Mann, Nicho-
las Ortiz Jr, Hansel Pacheco 
Murillo, Dayana Padilla Orel-
lana, Blinera Selimaj, Gabri-
elle Spruill, Gavin Suarez, 
Annabella Vences-Urquiza, 
Benjamin Wizwer, and Karla 
Zacapexpan-Reyes.
Superintendent’s Honor 
Roll: Armani Alencaster, 
Bryan Balcazar Lavin, Ava 
Berrios, Isaac Castillo Miran-
da, Aubrianna Clark-Wheat, 
Aaron Cubias, Nelson Duque 
Moroy, Anthony Frunzi, Lithsy 
Fuentes Ardon, Madison 
Hernandez, Selina Lazroe, 
Grayson Mungeer, Harlow 
Oathout, Keylit Pineda Nieto, 
Katherine Reyes Serrano, Er-
ick Rivera Moreno, Christian 
Robles-Hernandez, Kendra 
Rodriguez, Derrick Saravia, 
Blerina Selimaj, and Melanie 
Wang.

8th Grade
Honor Roll: Yasmina Aquil, 
Ellis Basic, Kaleb Cross, Aa-
liyah Deis, Franco DiCostan-
zo, Kimberly Duncan, Janary 
Fuentes Ardon, Kelvin Garcia 
Giron, Charlie Giron Sara-
via, Khloe Jordy, Angelique 
Marquez-Zacapexpan, Riot 
McCoy, Lila Odom, Kaylie 
Price, Logan Retana, Alexan-
dra Reyes Lopez, Malika Riv-
ers, Leon Rodriguez Morales, 
Leonardo Rojas, and Kevin 

Toledo.
Superintendent’s Hon-
or Roll: Brianny Argueta 
Hernandez, Giselle Ascencio 
Martinez, Walker Budde, Dar-
lin Chub Ujpan, George Di 
Napoli, Erika Garcia-Ponce, 
Genesis Gonzalez Alvarez, 
Sonja Henry, David Hernan-
dez Martinez, Carsyn Hoe-
fling, Margie Madrid Castro, 
Jackelyne Mariaca, Reja 
Meer, Sofia Navarrete, Ariel 
Payne, Kimberly Perez Cas-
tillo, Genesis Reyes-Robles, 
Jessica Saciolo, Anthony 
Santos Morales, Daylin Sierra 
Lizama, Zhara Snead, Holly 
Surerus, Ambar Vasquez, 
Daniel Vasquez-Nunez, 
Heaven Wilson, and Allison 
Yautentzi Reyes.

9th Grade
Honor Roll: Yasmina Bache-
Seraphin, Adriel Canales 
Gonzales, Alyssa Florence, 
Amelia Forman, Leily Garcia 
Menjivar, Leyna Greenberg, 
Katherine Juarez Cadena, 
Michelle Maradiaga, Nelcy 
Orellana Mejia, Daniel Perez 
Martinez, Franklin Reyes-Ro-
driguez, Jeybi Rodriguez 
Canales, Samantha Saciolo, 
A’miyah Sellers, Samuel 
Vega Rosales, and Valery 
Villatoro Hernandez.
Superintendent’s Hon-
or Roll: Damian Basden, 
Jack Bensimon, Evangeline 
Capicchioni, Nicolas Cior-
ciari, Maria Nardi, Lourdes 
Parham, Cristopher Ri-
vera Flores, and Joshua 
Velazquez.

10th Grade
Honor Roll: Gianna Co-
lombo-Gonzalez, Sophia 
Cordova, Deysi Diaz Hernan-
dez, John Ketcham, Dalila 
Koljenovic, Alisson Lagos 
Guardado, Emely Latacunga 
Guaman, Maelyn Mann, Blan-
ca Marroquin Vargas, Paola 
Melendez Deras, Ronny Men-
doza, Kileen Milligan, Tatiana 
Parada Escalante, Payton 
Pisaniello, Brittany Reyes 
Serrano, Keily Rosales Cha-
ruc, Kayden Saravia, Marion 
Sesay, and Helen Vasquez.
Superintendent’s Honor 
Roll: Addison Alvarado, 
Autumn Atkinson, Maddelynn 
DeMondo-Gernant, Natalia 
Evangelista, Mariama Gai, 

Amhara Gillmer, Hannah 
Goldsmith, Melanie Gomez 
Perez, Isabella Gonzales, Eri-
berto Gonzalez Jr, Jancarlos 
Guardado, Camdyn Hoefling, 
Sophia Jacobs, Senaida 
Jeronimo Sanchez, Yasmel 
Leon Mota, Brandon Maria-
ca, Dayana Mendoza-Gallo, 
Dillan Padilla Avila, Joslyn 
Smith, and Zayd Snead.

11th Grade
Honor Roll: Michael Avelar 
Martinez, Juliana Barre-
to, Sarah Blume, Bethany 
Carvajal, Kaddyjatou Darboe, 
Blanca Flores, LeonJahn-
aeSkye Fountain, Ashleigh 
Fuentes Ardon, Fatoumata 
Gai, Madelin Gonzaga More-
no, Alison Granados-Fuen-
tes, Chanel Han, Adryana 
Kozachuk, Cessy Lezama 
Rodriguez, Conner McMa-
nus, Jozyr McNeil, Dominic 
McPherson, Heysel Mejia 
Corcio, Glenda Mendoza 
Dominguez, Tristin Miller, 
Yulenah Phillip, Anselmo 
Pinzon, Daivion Ramos-Troy, 
Joshua Rosales, Shastelyn 
Sandoval-Melara, James 
Smith Jr, Marisol Vasquez-
Nunez, Sierra Velazquez, and 
Rodrigo Zacapexpan Reyes.
Superintendent’s Honor 
Roll: James Bensimon, Em-
ina Cenovic, Jordyn Cerone, 
Carissa Ciorciari, Riley Gorr, 
Eric Moocz, Robert Perrera, 
Melanie Rivera, Efrain Rodri-
guez, Abigail Toledo, Alisha 
Tremper, Peyton Varner, and 
Xavier Young.

12th Grade
Honor Roll: Katherine 
Alvarado Castro, Edison 
Bastidas Avendano, Xzavier 
Berrios, Bintou Darboe, Olivia 
DeGraw, Marcos Deras Lo-
pez, Jonathan Dias Paredes, 
Emmabella Ferreira, Sebas-
tian Fowler, Bella Gomez 
Lopez, Angel Gonzales, 
Treyvon Hayden, Brian Ing-
ber II, Jaxon Ingber, Hector 
Jami Cocha, Zoey Ketcham, 
Anastacia Ladd, Raphael 
Ladd, John Landaverde Ro-
driguez, Eric Li, Carmen Mon-
tes Velasco, Jarvin Nunez 
Mejia, Christian Pinelli, Iliana 
Pinzon, Isis Santos Berrios, 
Marilyn Santos, Mehakdeep 
Singh, Noelle Varner, Bryan 
Vazquez, Justin Yautentzi 
Reyes, and Carlos Zavala 
Garcia.
Superintendent’s Honor 
Roll: Angelina Alvarado, 
Kyleigh Avery, Andrew Ben-
simon, Lee-Ann Di Napoli, 
Jaecob Espinoza, Haley 
Mackerley, Douglas Medina 
Carcamo Jr, Allanah Owens, 
Madeline Pantel, Allison Ro-
jas, Tracy Severino Paredes, 
Kierstyn Surerus, and Skylar 
Wright.
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DUMPSTER MAN A Novel by Mike Vreeland

Last month, we intro-
duced our readers to local 
author Mike Vreeland’s 
new middle-grade nov-
el, Dumpster Man, an 
action-packed story of a 
young superhero with an 
unfortunate name. Twelve-
year-old Trent Hartwood 
helps out at his relative’s 
pizza shop. One summer 
night, things do not go as 
planned. This excerpt picks 
up where last month’s left 
off… In this scene from 
Dumpster Man, Trent 
is curious to learn more 
about his strange transfor-
mation that occurred the 
night before—the night 
his aunt and uncle’s pizza 
shop was robbed, and he 
fell in a dumpster, emerg-
ing covered in a disgusting 
slime that seemed to give 
him unusual powers…

 “I’ll drop the garbage 
bag in the dumpster on my 
way out,” Trent said.

“Okay.” Uncle Vince 
looked up at the clock again 
and untied his apron. “See 

you Monday after school.”
Trent left through the 

back door, held his breath, 
lifted the lid, and tossed 
the bag into the dumpster. 
He looked up and down the 
alley, making sure he was 
alone.

He pulled the old crate 
over, stepped up, and lift-
ed the lid again, letting it 
fall open. There were more 
bags of garbage at the bot-
tom than the night before. 
If his plan didn’t work, at 
least he could stack the 
bags to get out.

A door opened in the 
distance. Trent stood mo-
tionless in the shadows and 
watched a woman step into 
the alley and head in the op-
posite direction.

Once all was clear, he 
climbed into the dumpster 
and waited.

Nothing.
Maybe last night was just 

a freak accident.
Trent realized he was 

holding his breath, trying 
not to let the stench get into 
his nostrils. It must be the 

smell that does it. He sum-
moned the courage, closed 
his eyes, and breathed his 
lungs full of the putrid air.

His skin tingled. His mus-
cles felt firm and strong. 
Trent watched as slime 
oozed out of his pores and 
covered his whole body, 
clothes and all. He felt sur-
rounded by a warm blanket 
of safety. I guess I was too 
freaked out yesterday to no-
tice.

Once the transformation 
was complete, he smelled 
no dumpster stench. That’s 
a relief. Hard to focus on 
anything while you’re gag-
ging and about to barf.

He looked up at the fire 
escape on the back wall of 
the pizza shop building. 
Time for the next test. Now, 
what did I do last night? He 
held the edge of the dump-
ster, squatted down, and 
leaped toward the third-
floor landing.

Whoosh!
Trent grabbed the railing 

and pulled himself onto the 
fire escape. Another jump, 

NOMINATE YOUR FAVORITE OLDER NEW YORKER! 
Nominations of Locals 55 and Older Are Due by March 2

MONTICELLO- – De-
spite repeated outreach and 
calls for action, Governor 
Kathy Hochul has refused 
to meet with representatives 
from Hope Alive 845 to dis-
cuss the Hope Alive Act, a 
critical legislative proposal 
aimed at enhancing child 
safety in New York State. 
This act would grant law 
enforcement and law en-
forcement-adjacent agencies 
access to school records to 
aid in the search for missing 
and exploited children. Ad-
ditionally, Hope Alive 845 is 
calling for a comprehensive 
statewide review of New 
York’s Child Protective Ser-
vices (CPS), which contin-
ues to fail underrepresented 
children across the state.

Domingo Ramos, found-
er of Hope Alive 845, ex-
pressed frustration over 
the Governor’s refusal to 
engage in discussions that 
could save lives.

“The crisis of missing and 
exploited children in New 
York is not an issue we can 
ignore, yet Governor Ho-
chul refuses to sit down and 
discuss real solutions. The 
Hope Alive Act is designed 
to provide law enforcement 
with the necessary tools to 
locate children faster, and 
the Governor’s refusal to 
engage is a disservice to 
the very communities she 
claims to protect,” said Mr 
Ramos.

Under the current system, 
bureaucratic red tape signifi-

cantly delays investigations 
when children go missing. 
The Hope Alive Act seeks 
to cut through these barriers 
by allowing law enforce-
ment timely access to school 
records, ensuring critical 
information is available in 
the earliest and most crucial 
hours of a child’s disappear-
ance.

Additionally, the wide-
spread failures of New 
York’s CPS system dispro-
portionately affect under-
represented children, leav-
ing them trapped in cycles 
of abuse, neglect, and sys-
temic abandonment. Hope 
Alive 845 is calling for a 
statewide review of CPS 
policies and procedures to 
expose systemic failures and 
implement reforms that pri-
oritize children’s safety and 
well-being.

“We see case after case 
where CPS fails to protect 
children from dangerous 
environments, yet there is 
no accountability. Without 
reform, we are sentencing 
these children to a future of 
suffering. The Governor’s 
silence on this issue is un-

acceptable,” added Mr. Ra-
mos.

Hope Alive 845 is urging 
state lawmakers, advocates, 
and concerned citizens to 
demand action from Gov-
ernor Hochul and the New 
York State Legislature to en-
sure that child protection is a 
priority, not an afterthought.

For more information or to 
support the Hope Alive Act, 
please contact Hope Alive 
845 at

About Hope Alive 845:  
Hope Alive 845 is a non-
profit organization dedicat-
ed to protecting vulnerable 
children in New York State 
through advocacy, interven-
tion, and legislative action. 
The organization works 
closely with law enforce-
ment, community leaders, 
and policymakers to create 
meaningful change for at-
risk youth.

MONTICELLO – The NYS Office for 
the Aging will celebrate Older New York-
ers’ Day on May 26, and Sullivan County 
has an opportunity to nominate two local 
residents!

At the ceremony in Albany, all honorees 
will receive a package that includes:

• A commemorative pin
• A hard copy of the book of biographies
• A certificate
Additionally, they will be featured on so-

cial media and rightfully celebrated in local 
media.

The deadline for submitting nominees is 
March 2. Thus, the Sullivan County Office 
for the Aging is seeking nominations of 
older adults from the local community to 
be represented at this event. These nomina-
tions can come from civic leaders, elected 
officials, and community organizations.

The nominee should be a volunteer aged 
55 or older that has made a difference in the 
community through civic engagement.

Nomination forms are available at https://
sullivanny.gov/departments/aging  (click 
on  “Nominate a 2026 Older New York-
er!”) or can be obtained by contacting the 
Office for the Aging at 845-807-0243 or 
emailing sullivanofa@sullivanny.gov.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Celebrating Older New Yorkers Day with close to 100 others in Albany in 2025 were, from the left, Sulli-
van County Office for the Aging Director Lise-Anne Deoul, Debbie Bradley, 2025 awardee Sabina Toom-
ey, NYS Office for the Aging Director Greg Olsen, 2025 awardee Gayle Irving, Karin Pantel and Sullivan 
Volunteers Coordinator Monika Roosa.

and he was on the flat roof. 
He walked around from his 
new vantage point, enjoy-
ing the view of the streets 
below. He could see the 
roofs of other buildings, 
with their ductwork and 
doorways. He saw several 
blocks down the streets in 
all directions. Cars drove 
past, and people walked by, 
unaware they were being 
watched. This could come 
in handy. Already, a plan 
was forming in his mind.

In the moonlight, he ex-
amined the coating of slime 
on his hands and arms. It 
appeared to be slowly flow-
ing and swirling, but he 
could not feel the move-
ment. There must be a sci-
entific explanation for this, 
but I have no idea.

He then watched his feet 
as he took a few steps. The 
slime left no trail, no green 
slimy footprints. Good to 
know.

A car horn sounded, and 
Trent walked toward the 
edge of the roof. The car 
drove off, and the street was 

quiet once again.
A terrifying thought 

came to him. What if the 
slime goes away while I’m 
up here? How would I ex-
plain that? How would I get 
down?

Trent ran to the back of 
the building and looked 
over the edge into the alley. 
Could he jump down four 
stories without getting hurt? 
He decided to play it safe 
and jumped down to the 
third-floor landing, then the 
second. After finding those 
were easy and painless, he 
leaped again and landed on 
the pavement, springing up 
and ducking into the shad-
ows.

Trent kept out of the light 
as he made his way home 
down the alley. He stopped 
along the way and tried an-
other experiment. He pulled 
at the slime on his arm. To 
his surprise, a chunk came 
off and was immediately re-
placed by more ooze. Trent 
flung the chunk against a 
concrete wall, and it stuck. 
Interesting.

He picked up a half-
crushed soda can and 
pushed it into the chunk of 
slime.

“I’m an artist!” he ex-
claimed.

As he neared the end of 
the alley, he worried he’d be 
seen still covered in slime. 
And then what?

Trent stopped a few feet 
before the alley met the 
street. He closed his eyes 
and breathed deeply and 
slowly a few times, letting 
his body relax. That did 
the trick. The slime disap-
peared back into his pores. 
His clothes were now dry 
and clean.

As he walked home, he 
thought about how to use 
his newfound abilities. 
Those robbers will regret 
stealing from my family.

Dumpster Man is avail-
able in paperback or hard-
cover on Amazon and soon 
at other online locations 
and local book stores. More 
information at dumpster-
manbook.comPHOTO PROVIDED

FCSD Announces Honor Roll 
and Superintendent’s Honor Roll List

Founder of Hope Alive 845 Calls on Governor Hochul to Address Failing Systems
for New York’s Most Vulnerable Children



by Win Hadley

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
The SUNY Sullivan men’s 
basketball team has had an 
up and down season since 
returning to Division III 
play this season, and late-
ly there have been more 
downs than ups.

The Generals have lost 
three of their last four 
games, including two at 
Paul Gerry Fieldhouse, 
where they are typical-
ly tough to beat, and now 
stand at 8-14 on the season 
(at press time).

The win came against 
Region XV opponent 
LaGuardia Community 
College in Long Island City 
on January 24. Although 
down by eight at halftime, 
the Generals rallied on the 
opponent’s home court and 

secured a hard fought 84-
80 victory over the Red 
Hawks.

The win put Sullivan at 
8-12 on the year, and 7-8 in 
Region play.

Hassan Niang led the 
Generals in scoring in the 
contest, connecting on sev-
en 3-pointers and finishing 
with 32 points. Tomas Her-
nandez added 15 points for 
Sullivan.

Next came archrival, 
SUNY Orange, in Middle-
town. The Colts entered 
the game ranked #23 in the 
nation among Division II 
schools, so it was an uphill 
battle going in, and Sulli-
van was never really in the 
game, trailing at halftime 
by 52-33. They fared little 
better in the second half, 
and ended up on the short 
end of a 92-65 score.

Nicholas Sanchez led the 
scoring for the Generals, 
scoring 14 points while 
also pulling down 8 re-
bounds. David Fowler fin-
ished with 10 points and 9 
rebounds.  

Sullivan then faced off 
with Region XV opponent, 
the Queensborough Com-
munity College Tigers, on 
their home court in Loch 
Sheldrake. The usually 
friendly confines of Paul 
Gerry Fieldhouse failed to 
produce a win, as the Gen-
erals dropped a tough one, 
91-82.  

It was a see-saw battle, 
and Queensborough took 
a one point lead into the 
locker room at halftime, 
40-39.  The Generals were 
able to keep pace early in 
the second half, but the 
Tigers eventually pulled 

away, and the final score 
was 91-82. 

The Generals had four 
scorers in double figures in 
the contest: Hassan Niang 
with 21 points; Quentin 
Richardson with 17 points; 
Tomas Hernandez with 15 
points; and Xavier Beck-
ford with 14 points.  

As The Sentinel went to 
press, Sullivan was sched-
uled to visit Rockland 
County Community Col-
lege in Suffern for a Tues-
day, February 3 game, then 
return home to take on the 
Senators from Ulster Coun-
ty Community College 
on Thursday, February 5, 
and for afternoon contests 
against Hostos Community 
College on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 7, and Kingsborough 
Community College on 
Sunday, February 8. 

MAMAKATNG – Due to 
weather-related conditions, 
the Sullivan O&W Rail Trail 
Alliance decided to cancel 
their 6th Annual SnO&W 
Snowshoe Walk & Hike that 
had been planned to take 
place on Sunday, Febru-
ary 1 on the historic O&W 
Rail Trail in the Town of 
Mamakating. In addition to 

the forecasted weather con-
ditions, high snow accumu-
lation at the entrance to the 
trail rendered the planned 
route impassable. 

“In an effort to consider 
and ensure the safety of our 
participants, we made the 
difficult decision to cancel 
this year’s SnO&W due to 
forecasted weather condi-

tions that are expected for 
Sunday, February 1, such 
as extreme low tempera-
tures coupled with consid-
erable wind gusts predicted 
throughout the day,” said 
Austin Davis of Sullivan 
County’s Division of Plan-
ning and member of the Al-
liance. 

The Sullivan O&W Rail 
Trail Alliance encourages 
anyone who may be inter-
ested in any of their future 
trail events to visit their 
website periodically at 
www.SullivanOandW.com/
events or the Sullivan O&W 
Rail Trail on Facebook or 
Instagram for future event 
announcements. 

The Sullivan O&W Rail 
Trail Alliance is fiscal-
ly sponsored by Catskill 
Mountainkeeper, and is a 
partnership of local gov-
ernment entities, non-prof-
its, and volunteers which 
serve as the stewards for 
the trail. For more informa-
tion about the O&W Rail 
Trail and the work of the 
Alliance, visit www.Sulli-
vanOandW.com.

LIBERTY – The Sullivan 
180 Healthiest Fire Depart-
ment Challenge kicked 
off its 4th year on Janu-
ary 1 with 11 departments 
geared up to participate! In 
the first three full weeks of 
the challenge, departments 
have completed almost 100 
points, focusing on nutri-
tion, physical and mental 
health. Working out, taking 
walks, stretching, setting 
health goals, and enjoying 
healthy meals together are 
just a few highlights from 
the first few weeks of the 
challenge.

The Healthiest Fire 
Department Challenge 
is a health and wellness 
competition for Sullivan 
County fire departments 
that encourages physical, 
nutritional, and mental 
health activities. Depart-
ments earn “turtle points” 
for completing health-fo-
cused events, workouts, 
and trainings, with at least 
five members participating. 
At the end of the challenge, 
these turtle points make the 
departments eligible for 
grant funding and awards, 
promoting healthier life-
styles while supporting the 
firefighting community.

Year four marks a re-
newed focus on encourag-
ing consistency; establish-
ing healthy habits that can 
be sustained over time. A 
new “point stacking” mod-
el makes it possible to earn 
points consistently; helping 
departments build healthy 
habits and routines over 
the full challenge through 
September.

“The point stacking mod-
el was designed to meet 
firefighters where they 
are,” said Sullivan 180 
Outreach Coordinator Ni-
cole Blais. “Even on the 
busiest days, small actions 
still count, and those small 
actions add up to lasting 
change.”

“This challenge provid-
ed great opportunities for 
our firefighters to partici-
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

SULLIVAN STRUGGLING
GENERAL CAGERS NOW STAND AT 8-14

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first person 
to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.com will win a 
prize. Have fun!

February Questions:
	 1.	 In what year did the first Winter Olympic Games take place?
	 2.	 How many countries competed in the first-ever Winter Olympic 
	 	 Games?
	 3.	 Where were the very first Winter Olympic Games held? 
	 4.	 In what years did Lake Placid, NY host the Winter Olympic 
	 	 Games?
	 5.	 Who won the first Gold Medal ever awarded in a Winter Olympics 
	 	 event?

January Answers:
	 1.	 Alex Ovechkin has more career goals than any NHL player ever 
	 	 (912 and counting). Wayne Gretsky (894) is second, Who has the 
	 	 third highest career total? (Gordie Howe)
	 2.	 What National Hockey League team has won the most Stanley 
	 	 Cup championships? (Montreal Canadiens)
	 3.	  How Many Canadian cities have had NHL franchises at one time 
	 	 or another? (Nine: Montreal, Toronto, Ottawa, Edmonton, 
		  Winnepeg, Calgary, Vancouver, Quebec, and Hamilton)
	 4.	 What two teams played in the NHL’s first Winter Classic Game? 
		  (Buffalo Sabres and Pittsburgh Penguins)
	 5.	 Which NHL team won four straight Stanley Cups in the early 
	 	 1980s? (NY Islanders)

Shawn Reid was our January winner with five out of five correct 
answers.
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SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
Winter storm Fern may have forced the cancellation of the annual SNO&W hike in Ma-
makating, but it did not preclude the use of the Milk Train Trail in Hurleyville. This photo 
was taken on Thursday, January 29.

Rail Trail Alliance Cancels SnO&W
Weather Conditions to Blame

Fired Up for Health!
The 2026 Healthiest Fire Department Challenge Begins

pate in some healthy fun, 
healthy, creative meals, 
and thinking outside the 
box challenges. This is an-
other opportunity to honor 
our brave Sullivan County 
firefighters and show the 
communities we serve the 
commitment and hard work 
their firefighters have com-
pleted during the challenge 
to remain healthy,” said 
John Hauschild, Deputy 
Commissioner of Public 
Safety and Sullivan Coun-
ty Fire Coordinator, Sulli-
van County Bureau of Fire, 
Division of Public Safety.

Departments continue 
to build momentum and 
are gearing up for two up-
coming events: The Sue 
Bunce Memorial Sullivan 
Freeze for the Cure Polar 
Plunge on Saturday, Janu-
ary 31 and the 6th Annual 
SNO&W Snowshoe Walk 
& Hike on Sunday, Feb-

ruary 1 along the historic 
O&W Rail Trail in Ma-
makating. These events are 
open to the public. Join the 
fun and cheer on your lo-
cal fire department or fol-
low along on Sullivan 180 
social media for Healthiest 
Fire Department Challenge 
updates.

It is not too late to join the 
2026 Healthiest Fire De-
partment Challenge! Reach 
out to Nicole Blais at Ni-
cole@Sullivan180.org to 
sign up or learn more.

Sullivan 180 is working 
to build a healthy commu-
nity, one degree at a time, 
through people, places and 
policy with support from 
Bold Gold Media Group, 
Manor Ink, The River Re-
porter, The Sullivan Coun-
ty Democrat and WJFF 
Radio Catskill. Learn more 
at Sullivan180.org or Face-
book.com/Sullivan180inc.

PHOTO PROVIDED
A County lifeguard at Lake Superior State Park in 
Bethel.

FALLSBURG – The 
Sullivan County Parks, 
Recreation & Beautifica-
tion Department is offer-
ing American Red Cross 
Blended Learning: Life-
guard Courses, Lifeguard 
Recertification Courses, 
and CPR/AED for Profes-
sional Rescuers Recertifi-
cation Courses! 

Throughout March-
June 2026, Sullivan Coun-
ty Assistant Recreation 
Director Fiona Feltman 
will give these courses in 
the Fallsburg Jr./Sr. High 
School Indoor Pool (115 
Brickman Rd, Fallsburg). 

New Lifeguard candi-
dates must be 15 years 
old by the last day of the 
course. Recertifying Life-
guards must bring their 
current certification. Par-
ticipants must be able to 
complete the prerequisite 
swim test. 

Lifeguard Courses
The Lifeguard Certifi-

cation course is $350 for 
Sullivan County residents 
and $400 for non-resi-
dents.

The Lifeguard Recerti-
fication course is $175 for 
Sullivan County residents 

and $225 for non-resi-
dents.

Upon successful com-
pletion, certification will 
include Lifeguarding 
(Deep Water), CPR/AED 
for Professional Rescuers, 
First Aid, and Bloodborne 
Pathogens Training.

CPR/AED for Profes-
sional Rescuers (CPRO) 
Recertification Courses

Participants must bring 
current certification. 
CPRO Recertification is 
$100 for Sullivan Coun-
ty residents and $125 for 
non-residents. Upon suc-
cessful completion, certi-
fication will include CPR/
AED for Professional 
Rescuers and Bloodborne 
Pathogens Training. 

See a full list of course 
dates offered and the reg-
istration form at the Parks 
& Recreation Department 
in the County Govern-
ment Center or at https://
www.sull ivanny.gov/
Departments/ParksRecre-
ation. 

Questions? Reach out 
to the Parks, Recreation 
& Beautification office at 
845-807-0287 or email 
scparks@sullivanny.gov.

Lifeguard Courses 
Start in March

New and Recertifications 
Offered at Indoor Pool
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