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Professional Couple Finds New Home in Hurleyville
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE — Af-
ter 40 years working as an 
architect in New York City, 
Andrew Caracciolo knew 
it was time for a change. 
He and his wife, Dr. Hila-
ry Kern, a medical doctor, 
were looking for a new 
place to live that would 
support their active out-
door lifestyle while provid-
ing access to the arts and 
farm fresh food.

“Hilary and I enjoy an 
active life, a nice glass of 
vino and farm fresh food,” 
Mr. Caracciolo said recent-
ly, “Hilary is especially 
fond of the performing arts, 
and also plays tennis, skies, 
and dances. Her medical 
field is Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation, dealing 
with disabilities and Sports 
Medicine.  I am an avid 
cyclist and architecture is 
my hobby as well as how I 
have made a living.”

More than just a way to 
make a living, architecture 
has become a true passion 
for Mr. Caracciolo since his 

graduation from New York 
Institute of Technology, 
where he served as presi-
dent of the student chapter 
of the American Institute 
of Architects. In his profes-
sional life, he is currently 
the co-chair of the Historic 
Building Committee of the 
New York Chapter of the 
same organization.

Given the couple’s inter-
ests, it was inevitable that 
Main Street, Hurleyville 

would beckon, and drawn 
to the Milk Train Trail, 
the Hurleyville Perform-
ing Arts Centre, and other 
amenities, the couple pur-
chased a home across from 
the Sullivan County Mu-
seum and began extensive 
renovations. 

“We have purchased a 
lovely antique home which 
was in need of quite a bit of 
TLC,” Mr. Caracciolo said. 
“We are fully renovating 

the home and doing our 
best to be respectful of the 
historic context, while add-
ing creative touches that 
personalize the home as 
well as sustainable updates 
such a heat pump system.”

While immersed in the 
renovations of their own 
home, both Mr. Caracciolo 
and Dr. Kern have gone out 
of their way to introduce 
themselves to the Hur-
leyville community, and 

hope to draw upon their 
varied backgrounds to help 
move the hamlet forward.

“I grew up as a boy want-
ing to be an artist and had 
innate math skills, so ar-
chitecture seemed like the 
natural choice,” he said. 
“My architecture practice 
evolved into a specialty 
and appreciation for histor-
ic buildings and places.”

Dr. Kern was born in 
Margaretville, and spent 

her formative years learn-
ing classical dance, and 
hanging out with her 
grandmother, who ran the 
general store, Gales, in 
nearby Fleischmanns, be-
fore going on to attend and 
graduate from Union Col-
lege and Albany Medical 
College.

While Mr. Caracciolo’s 
architecture practice in the 
New York metropolitan 
area centered largely on 

preserving and rehabilitat-
ing historic buildings, and 
he is hopeful that he can 
lend his experience and 
expertise to similar proj-
ects in Sullivan County, he 
emphasizes that he is open 
to other types of interesting 
work that might present it-
self.

“I am always open to 
new opportunities work-
wise, and those that in-
volve community involve-

ment,” he said. “Again, 
historic building work is 
my specialty, which in-
cludes styles like mid-cen-
tury modern as well as tra-
ditional design.”

Anyone who is interested 
in retaining Mr. Caracciolo 
as an architect, or in dis-
cussing a building project 
with him, can contact him 
via email, at broomearch@
msn.com.

The couple is committed 
to becoming involved in 
the community, and despite 
the disappointment they 
felt with the recent closure 
of the Tango Café and the 
changes at the Hurleyville 
Performing Arts Centre, 
they are optimistic that the 
hamlet will have the resil-
ience to bounce back from 
those setbacks.

“Hurleyville is a wel-
coming town with so many 
diverse and friendly peo-
ple,” Mr. Caracciolo said. 
“It really does seem like 
‘The Little Engine That 
Could,’ and with the right 
synergy could be the center 
of a rich life.”

by Lily Barrish Levner

HURLEYVILLE — It 
was a busy season for live 

performances at the Hur-
leyville Performing Arts 
Centre—and a satisfying 
one.

In June, July and Au-
gust respectively, Steve 
Schwartz, Cris Spinner 
and Patti Greco Sunshine 
shared their talents with 
enthusiastic audiences. 

Les Kristt of Monticello, 
one audience member who 
attended all three of the 
shows, was hard pressed to 
name a favorite.

“Each was excellent in 
their own way,” he said.

Mr. Schwartz’s sold-
out “Stop Wishing, Start 
Playing” was an ode to the 
closing of his store, Steve’s 
Music Center in Rock Hill. 

“It was my absolute hon-
or to participate in cele-
brating the man, the myth, 
the legend!” singer Joanna 
Gass said about him. 

“I had a great audience, 
and they really loved it. 
I was really happy,” said 

Cris Spinner, speaking 
about her evening of orig-
inal songs and storytelling. 
She played the piano and 
had a ball during “I Have 
Eras Too.” 

Ms. Greco Sunshine’s 
performance in “This is 
My Life: A Borscht Belt 
Baby” captivated the au-
dience. She told stories of 
working the hotel circuit, 
and shared pictures of her 
with the stars that visited 
the area. 

“Patti’s show was fab-
ulous. Honestly, the best 
show she’s done in a 
while,” said attendee Erika 
Blume Ribaudo.

There will be more op-
portunities to see these per-
formers in-person at other 
venues throughout Sullivan 
County this year. Check lo-
cal listings for their sched-
ules. Ms. Spinner and Mr. 
Schwartz were regulars at 
Taverna right here in Hur-
leyville over the summer. 

LIBERTY – Sullivan County and 
the NYS Department of Health (NYS-
DOH) have announced the pending 
closure of the Sullivan County Adult 
Care Center, known as the Care Cen-
ter at Sunset Lake, in Liberty.

“This is not something the County 
wanted to do, but our challenging fi-
nances and the lack of ability to trans-
fer operations to our consulting firm 
has left us no choice but to initiate the 
closure process,” stated Legislature 
Chair Nadia Rajsz. “The majority of 
my colleagues and I agreed that tax-
payers cannot afford to continue the 
costly operation of the Care Center 
while facing enormous revenue losses 
and quickly increasing costs through-
out County government.”

Per State requirements, NYSDOH 
has approved the County’s closure 
plan, enabling the transition process 
to begin for residents and staff. There 
are currently 93 long-term residents 

and 86 employees. 
The County will be working closely 

with the NYS Department of Health 
and area nursing homes to find new 
accommodations for long-term Care 
Center clients. The County will ensure 
that no resident will be left without a 
skilled-care option. 

The entire process is anticipated to 
conclude by the turn of the year.

Where possible, County employ-
ees will be offered the opportunity to 
transfer to other County jobs. Where 
this is not possible, the Center for 
Workforce Development will be as-
sisting them in finding other employ-
ment.

“The entire Legislature is very proud 
of the dedicated care County employ-
ees have provided over many years to 
many people,” Ms. Rajsz remarked. 
“To our residents and their families, 
we regret the challenges this may cre-
ate, but we are committed to ensuring 
everyone has alternate skilled-care op-
tions from which to choose. Our staff 
will make this process as safe, smooth 
and clear as possible.”

Legislators and other County offi-
cials will determine what the most ap-
propriate use of the building is in the 
future.

LIBERTY – Throughout my time on 
the Legislature, I remained fully commit-
ted to the promise I made to keep the Care 
Center viable, provide high quality care to 
residents and to fully support our dedicat-
ed staff. My colleagues and I took sever-
al important steps to strengthen the Care 
Center and restore greater accountability.

As a member of the Sunset Lake Local 
Development Corporation (LDC), I suc-
ceeded in dissolving the LDC with the full 
support of my colleague and fellow LDC 
member Matt McPhillips. This action re-
stored the Care Center to direct County 
oversight, supported by Legislators Luis 
Alvarez and Brian McPhillips.

Working together, my colleagues and 
I decided to hire a County-employed ad-
ministrator whose mission was to provide 
stronger oversight of resident care and 
greater accountability to taxpayers. We 
saved the County taxpayers hundreds of 
thousands of dollars each year by restor-
ing the tax exemption for the Care Center 
after errors the previous legislature made 
in transferring the deed to the Sunset Lake 

LCD led to the loss of its tax exemption.
In addition, we directed essential capi-

tal investments toward the facility’s infra-
structure, including repairs and improve-
ments to the HVAC system, elevators, 
kitchen and other critical areas that had 
been neglected by the previous legisla-
ture.

Following Infinite Care’s decision to 
withdraw from its agreement with the 
County and cease pursuit of a Certificate 
of Need to lease and operate the facility, 
our colleagues made the decision to close 
the Care Center. I strongly disagreed with 
that decision, argued against it, and voted 
against it. While I stand by that position, 
the decision has now been made, and our 
focus must turn to the people who matter 
most: the residents, their families, and our 
dedicated employees.

Luis Alvarez, Matt McPhillips, Brian 
McPhillips and I will do everything we can 
to ensure that residents are transitioned to 
appropriate care settings as smoothly and 
comfortably as possible.  We will support 
our employees through this difficult tran-

sition and to work to find a future use for 
the Care Center building that best serves 
the needs of our community.

I sincerely thank the highly profession-
al and devoted employees who have spent 
decades caring for our community’s most 
vulnerable. Their unwavering dedication 
has been especially evident over the last 
six years – navigating the challenges of 
COVID, persevering through the sale an-
nouncement in 2020, and the uncertainties 
that have followed. They have earned my 
deepest appreciation and respect time and 
time again. Their service, compassion, 
and commitment prove they are Sullivan 
County’s finest.

Editor’s Note: There have been recent 
claims that public comments made by 
Legislators Scott and Alvarez at a NYS 
Department of Health hearing on the 
Certificate of Need for Infinite Care tilt-
ed the scales against such an issuance, 
exacerbating the myriad problems that 
have led to the Care Center’s closure.

COUNTY ANNOUNCES CARE CENTER CLOSURE
Coordinating Transition for Residents and Staff

District 5 Legislator Cat Scott’s Statement on Care Center Closure:

THAT’S A WRAP! Last of the live summer musical performances at the Hurleyville Performing Arts Centre
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The couple’s home on Main Street in Hurleyville, currently 
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Patti Greco Sunshine wows the house at HPAC.
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Cris Spinner is all heart on stage.
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Dr. Hillary Kern (left) and Andrew Caracciolo.
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Andrew Caracciolo at work in his home office.



Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. or by appointment.

Guided tours of the Muse-
um…behind the scenes and 
regular exhibits…are avail-
able. There is no charge for 
the hour-long tours but reg-
istration is required. Please 
call 845-434-8044 to make a 
reservation.

Sullivan County memora-
bilia and books describing 
the history of Sullivan Coun-
ty are always available at the 
museum gift shop.

The Museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open on Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., and on Sunday 
from 1 - 4:30 p.m. Admission 
is free. Donations to meet the 
increasing cost of operating 
the museum are always ap-
preciated.

You can visit the Sullivan 
County Historical Society 
and Museum at www.scny-
history.org or on Facebook.

 
COLUMBIA HILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ALLIANCE (CHNA)
Members of CHNA have 

met regularly since 2012 in 
order to be prepared for when 
the developer of the proposed 
Gan Eden Estates project on 
Columbia Hill appears again 
before the Town of Thomp-
son Planning Board. The 
group meets at 7:00pm on the 
4th Tuesday of each month 
at the Hurleyville Firehouse. 
The meeting is open to all 
residents in the community 
who demand responsible and 
sustainable development.

The proposed project will 
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.
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HURLEYVILLE- 
SULLIVAN FIRST (HSF)

The flowers are blooming 
in the stone planters at the 
entrances to Hurleyville, in 
the stone planter at the fire-
house and in the barrels on 
Main Street and at the post 
office. Please send an email 
to HSF (izzysaunt@verizon.
net) if you’re able to help 
weed and water the plants…
izzysaunt@verizon.net. 

Hurleyville-Sullivan First 
continues to work with local 
community groups and busi-
nesses on the ongoing revi-
talization of “the liveliest lit-
tle hamlet in the mountains”. 

Please visit www.hur-
leyvilleny.com for more 
information about Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First. You 
can also visit Hurleyville-Sul-
livan First on Facebook.

HURLEYVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH
The Bread of Life Food 

Pantry at the church will be 
open on Thursday, Septem-
ber 17th and on Thursday, 
September 24th from 3:00pm 
until 4:45pm. Visitors to 
the food pantry are asked to 
please bring their own bags 
or boxes. 

Beginning in September 
visitors to the food pantry 
will have to provide proof 
of their address and proof of 
residency for the members 
of their household…leases, 
shelter forms, mail addressed 
to the visitor and children’s 
school records.

The food pantry has been 
serving the community since 
September, 2000. The need 
is much greater today and the 
cost of providing food for the 
food pantry has increased sig-
nificantly. More than 70 fam-
ilies are served each week.

The volunteers at the food 
pantry always appreciate the 
support of the community.

Anyone interested in donat-
ing, volunteering or holding a 
food drive to support the food 
pantry can contact Lonnie at 
845-798-4809.

The church will be holding 
a yard sale on Saturday, Sep-
tember 5th. Proceeds from 
the yard sale will be used to 
help defray the cost of heat-
ing fuel at the church.

Everyone is invited to par-
ticipate in “Prayers in Person” 
at the church every Thursday 
from 10:00am – noon and 
from 5:30pm – 7:00pm.

Sunday services at the 
church begin at 9:00am. Chil-
dren of all ages are invited to 
attend Sunday school at the 
church during services.

Pastor Jorge delivers ser-
mons online on Facebook at 
11:00am on Sundays.

The Bible study group 
meets in the sanctuary at 
the church every Tuesday at 
7:00pm. 

You can pray with oth-
ers over the phone on the 
church’s prayer line on Sun-
days from 7:00pm – 8:00pm. 
The prayer line phone num-
ber is 605-472-5491 and the 

access code is 251678. 
Volunteers at the church 

are collecting socks, gloves, 
hats, underwear and diapers 
for children in foster care. 
They are also gathering pa-
per goods for Preventive Ser-
vices. This county program 
supports parents in their ef-
forts to keep their children 
safe and healthy in their own 
homes. Please contact Cook-
ie at 845-428-5871 or Goldie 
at 845-467-1641 for more in-
formation.

You can visit the church’s 
page on Facebook for more 
information on services and 
activities at the church.

THE SULLIVAN 
COUNTY MUSEUM AND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The 2026 Sullivan Coun-
ty Historical Society Annual 
Meeting and Awards Dinner 
will be held on October 16 at 
the Rockland House in Ros-
coe. Each year the society 
honors individuals or groups 
that symbolize the stated mis-
sion of the society...the pres-
ervation of Sullivan County 
history for future generations. 
This year Fort Delaware Mu-
seum of Colonial History in 
Narrowsburg will be hon-
ored as the “2026 History 
Preserver” at the dinner. The 
Beaverkill Chapter of the Na-
tional Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution will 
be honored as “2026 History 
Maker”. For information on 
placing an ad in the dinner 
journal, please call 845-434-
8044 or email scecil@scny-
history.org. 

The volunteers at the Mu-
seum work on a variety of 
activities including research, 
archives, historical exhibits 
and special events. Anyone 
interested in exploring gene-
alogy and the history of life 
in Sullivan County can con-
tact the Museum for informa-
tion on volunteering…info@
scnyghistory.org.

“Covered Bridges of Sulli-
van County”, a new display 
of photos by local photog-
raphers is now available to 
view at the Museum. 

The historical and ge-
nealogical archives at the 
Sullivan County Museum 
are open for exploration on 

The following is an opin-
ion piece, and does not 
necessarily reflect the 
opinions of this newspaper, 
its publisher or its staff. 
The Hurleyville Sentinel 
will happily print opposing 
or supporting views as they 
are received.

Dear Friends 
and Neighbors

For nearly three years, 
the properties at 40 and 44 
Church Road in Mountain-
dale have been the subject 
of public meetings, neigh-
borhood concerns, code en-
forcement questions, zoning 
hearings, and Planning Board 
review. What began as ques-
tions about illegal construc-
tion at a former bungalow 
colony eventually evolved 
into an application to merge 
the two parcels and convert 
the property into a seasonal 
religious school with  dormi-
tories, classrooms, and relat-
ed facilities.

Throughout this process, 
residents attended meeting 
after meeting, raising con-
cerns about traffic, water 
and sewer capacity, emer-
gency access, neighborhood 
character, noise, lighting, 
and compliance with local 
zoning requirements. The 
project generated extensive 
public discussion, with both 
supporters and opponents ex-
pressing their views.

On June 29, 2026, the 
Town of Fallsburg Planning 
Board approved the project’s 
site plan, special use permit, 
and lot merger. Shortly af-
terward, students arrived at 
the property for the summer 
season.

Now, this approval is be-
ing challenged in New York 
State Supreme Court. Falls-
burg’s Future along a neigh-
boring property owner Opal 
Hoyt, have filed a proceeding 
under Article 78 of the New 
York Civil Practice Law and 
Rules, asking the court to re-
view whether the Town fol-
lowed state law and its own 
local code before approving 
the project.

What Is an Article 78 
Proceeding?

An Article 78 proceeding 
is a legal process that allows 
a court to review decisions 
made by government agen-
cies and determine whether 
those decisions were made 
according to law. The court 
examines whether an agency 
followed the required pro-
cedures, acted within its au-
thority, considered the appro-
priate evidence, and reached 
a decision that was not ar-
bitrary or capricious. In this 
case, the petition does not ask 
the court to decide whether a 
religious school should ex-
ist at Church Road. Rather, 
it asks whether the Planning 
Board and Building De-
partment followed the legal 
procedures required before 

approving the project. The 
respondents named in the 
proceeding will have an op-
portunity to respond to these 
allegations, and the court will 
ultimately determine whether 
the approvals complied with 
the law.
The Petition’s Main Claims

1. Alleged Failure to Com-
ply with SEQRA

The largest portion of the 
petition focuses on New 
York’s State Environmental 
Quality Review Act (SE-
QRA), the law that governs 
environmental review be-
fore government agencies 
approve projects. The peti-
tion alleges that the Planning 
Board did not take the legally 
required “hard look” at the 
potential environmental im-
pacts before issuing a Nega-
tive Declaration, a determi-
nation that the project would 
not result in any significant 
adverse environmental im-
pacts requiring a more exten-
sive environmental review 
According to the petition, 
the Planning Board approved 
the project without adequate-
ly evaluating issues such as: 
traffic impacts, water sup-
ply capacity, sewer system 
capacity, noise, community 
character and the intensity of 
the change in land use.

The petition also alleges 
that the Short Environmental 
Assessment Form (SEAF) 
submitted by the applicant 
was incomplete and con-
tained unanswered or inac-
curate sections. It further 
states that Fallsburg’s Future 
submitted Freedom of Infor-
mation Law (FOIL) requests 
seeking SEQRA documents, 
including Parts 2 and 3 of the 
environmental review pro-
cess, and that, at the time the 
petition was filed, those docu-
ments had not been produced 
or confirmed to exist. The pe-
tition argues that if those doc-
uments were never complet-
ed, the Planning Board could 
not have fully complied with 
SEQRA before issuing its 
Negative Declaration.

2. Alleged Failure to Fol-
low the Town Code

The second claim focuses 
on the Town of Fallsburg’s 
own zoning and planning 
regulations. The petition ar-
gues that the Planning Board 
is required to ensure that ap-
proved developments pro-
mote the health, safety, and 
welfare of the community 
and maintain a harmonious 
relationship with surrounding 
land uses. According to the 
petition, that standard was 
not met. It points to concerns 
discussed during Planning 
Board and Zoning Board 
meetings involving traffic, 
roadway safety, water and 
sewer infrastructure, emer-
gency access, and neighbor-
hood character.

 The petition also referenc-
es findings previously made 
by the Town’s Zoning Board 
of Appeals during the area 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO

THE HURLEYVILLE SENTINEL. 
Covering Main Street and Beyond 

227 Main Street 

Hurleyville, NY 12747 

845-707-6000 
hurleysent@hotmail.com 

www.hurleyvillesenInel.com 
 

Editor-in-Chief ……………………………………………………………………...  John Conway 
Website Editor…………………………………………………………………… Kathleen Sullivan 

 
Contributors: Kelly Adams, Walker Budde, Mira Comstock, Luna Daugherty, 

Brian Dennis, Win Hadley, Jack Halchak, Jane Harrison, Jasper Lantz, Lily Barrish 
Levner, Rose Mandelbaum, Lydia McArdle, Mimi, Eve Minson, Allegra C. 

Ramirez, Jack Robbin, Emme[ Schwalb, Jonathan Shimkin, John Simon, Denise 
Sullivan, Kathleen Sullivan  

 

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

Now that we are into the 
month of September, it won’t 
be long until people begin 
talking about the chenging 
colors of the leaves on the 
trees and colorful fall foliage 
draws so-called leaf peepers 
to Sullivan County.

Predicting when the peak 
colors will appear will be-
come a favorite pastime, but 
how many people will really 
understand how our weather 
impacts the intensity and the 
duration of the changing col-
ors?

According to Regina 
Paul, writing on the website, 
“weather:the funtimesguide.
com” there is a direct connec-
tion.

“A small change in the 
weather can easily affect how 
colorful the leaves will be,” 
she writes. “Things such as 
the amount of moisture in the 
soil, temperature, and even 
the length of the days affect 
what colors the leaves will 
eventually turn—and even the 

brightness and hue of those 
colors.”

She explains that leaves 
change color because of lon-
ger nights and less daylight, 
which affects the production 
of chlorophyll. Scientists 
have discovered that when 
days are warm in autumn, and 
the nights are crisp and cold, 
that is when fall foliage is 
most vibrant.

On the other hand, when 
the nights stay warm, as they 
have recently, possibly due 
to global warming, scientists 
have noticed that the fall fo-
liage isn’t as brightly colored.

As Regina Paul concludes 
in her blog, “weather does 
play a crucial part in how col-
orful the Fall foliage is.” 

It will be interesting to 
watch this develop over the 
next four to six weeks.

John “the Weatherman” Si-
mon writes a regular column 
on weather for The Sentinel. He 
lives in Hurleyville.

HOW THE WEATHER AFFECTS FALL FOLIAGE

endanger the community and 
the environment in so many 
ways including:

• Scope of the project – 534 
townhouses, 89 buildings, 
community center, pool, 
athletic courts and fields, 
400,000-gallon water tank, 
over 2 miles of interior roads

• Threat to municipal and 
private water supply – prima-
ry wells for Gan Eden are in 
the Town of Fallsburg

• Harmful effect on neigh-
boring wells as far away as 
Mongaup Road

• Adverse effect on neigh-
boring wetlands and wildlife

• The development is in the 
Hurleyville Fire District. The 
Hurleyville Fire Department 
will be responsible for the 
protection of lives and prop-
erties at the development.

• Destructive effects of 
runoff – flooding on Main 
Street, Columbia Drive and 
Mongaup Road, danger to 
downhill wells, flooding of 
Congregation Anschei Cem-
etery

• Wastewater treatment 
plant discharge via a ditch, 
not a pipe – a threat to resi-
dences, Fallsburg town wells, 
Congregation Anschei Ceme-
tery, the Hurleyville Rod and 
Gun Club

• Wastewater treatment 
plant failure – a threat to resi-
dences, Fallsburg town wells, 
Congregation Anschei Ceme-
tery, the Hurleyville Rod and 
Gun Club

• Questionable structural 
integrity of on-site dam with 
3-acre pond

• Hazards of increased traf-
fic

• Hazards of entrances to 
the development

The Delaware River Ba-
sin Commission has granted 
Gan Eden’s water withdraw-
al docket permission for 5.7 
million/gallons/month at full 
build out. This has the poten-
tial to negatively affect near-
by wells, including a Falls-
burg municipal well. This is 
an indication of the develop-
er’s intent to pursue the build-
ing of this project and to ob-
tain site plan approval.

The impact of this project 
on noise, traffic, electric ca-
pacity and air quality will af-
fect the entire neighborhood. 

Visit CHNA on Facebook 
to learn how you can help to 
protect your environment and 
your community.

variance process, in which 
the Zoning Board concluded 
that the project would cre-
ate an undesirable change in 
neighborhood character and 
have an adverse impact on 
the surrounding area. Fall-
sburg’s Future argues that 
these findings should have 
been carefully addressed be-
fore the project received final 
approval.

3. Alleged Improper Issu-
ance of Building Permits

The third claim concerns 
the Building Department. 
According to the petition, 
multiple building permits 
were issued before the Plan-
ning Board approved the re-
quired site plan.

The petition argues that 
the Town Code does not per-
mit building permits to be 
issued for projects requiring 
site plan approval until that 
approval has been granted. 
Because of this, the petition 
asks the court to invalidate 
those permits if it determines 
that the Planning Board’s ap-
proval itself was unlawful.

Why Water and Sewer 
Capacity Play Such a 

Large Role
A recurring theme through-

out the petition is the Town’s 
water and wastewater infra-
structure. The petition cites 
Planning Board meeting dis-
cussions, engineering reports, 
the Town’s 2018 Compre-
hensive Plan, the recent Sul-
livan County assessment of 
potable water and wastewa-
ter infrastructure, and prior 
reports concerning seasonal 
water shortages and waste-
water capacity. According to 
the petition, these materials 
raise questions about wheth-
er sufficient capacity exists 
to accommodate additional 
demand and whether those 

questions should have been 
evaluated more thorough-
ly during the environmental 
review process. The petition 
also notes statements made 
during Planning Board meet-
ings indicating that portions 
of the sewer system were 
already nearing capacity and 
argues that no formal studies 
were presented demonstrat-
ing how the project would 
affect the system.

Traffic and Community 
Character

Another major issue raised 
in the petition involves 
Church Road itself. The pe-
tition describes Church Road 
as a narrow rural roadway 
with hills, curves, limit-
ed shoulders, and visibili-
ty challenges. It references 
comments made by residents 
during public meetings ex-
pressing concerns about in-
creased bus traffic, deliveries, 
visitors, and emergency ac-
cess. The petition also argues 
that the project represents a 
significant change from the 
previous use of the proper-
ty and that its effect on the 
surrounding neighborhood 
should have been more thor-
oughly evaluated under both 
SEQRA and the Town Code.

What the Fallsburg’s 
Future Petition Asks the 

Court to Do
1. Annul the Planning 

Board’s SEQRA Negative 
Declaration. 

2. Vacate the approved Site 
Plan.

3. Vacate the Special Use 
Permit.

4. Annul the related build-
ing permits.

5. Require the Town to 
complete the environmental 
review process in accordance 

THANK YOU, MIMI!
Regular readers of The Hurleyville Sen-
tinel have no doubt noticed that we are 
no longer running the regular “Poetry 
by Mimi” column that has been part of 
our publication for the past six years. 
Our resident poet has decided to take a 
sabbatical for an indeterminate amount of 
time, and we anxiously await her return. 
We are grateful for the dozens of insight-
ful poems she has shared with our read-
ers over the years and we hope she will 
decide to do so again. Thank you, Mimi, 
we miss you already!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5



by John Conway

GRAHAMSVILLE — Lily 
Barrish Levner was apprehen-
sive prior to her presentation and 
book signing at Time and The 
Valleys Museum in Grahams-
ville last month. She had been 
working hard to finish the third 
book in her cozy mystery series, 
had just returned from a trip, and 
wasn’t sure she had the energy to 
put on a good show. She needn’t 
have worried.

“It was great,” the author of 
“Banquets & Bootleg Bounty” 
and “Mountain Maitre D’ Mys-
tery” admitted afterward.

Ms. Barrish Levner’s husband, 
Jeremy, interviewed her, and 
kept the audience in stitches with 
his humor. Mr. Levner’s grand-
parents’ ran Levner’s Bungalows 

and worked at the Concord Ho-
tel while also running a farm, so 
he knew the subject matter—the 
heyday of the Sullivan County 
resort industry and all that sur-
rounded it-- intimately. 

The couple set up a table with 
menus, pictures, picture viewers, 
a bungalow colony sign, and old 
silverware, and people perused it 
after the talk and during the book 
signing. Some audience mem-
bers stayed to share personal sto-
ries with the author.

There was a good turnout at 
the Museum, and more partici-
pants via ZOOM.

“One woman, Myrtle, who 
had attended a previous talk 
of mine in Mamakating, came 
to this one, too,” Ms. Barrish 
Levner said. “She’s one of my 
biggest fans! Her mother worked 

in bungalow colonies doing all 
sorts of jobs. She didn’t have 
any connection to the hotels, 
but she loves my books. I think 
they make her feel closer to her 
mother.”

“When is book three coming 
out?” Myrtle eagerly asked Ms. 
Barrish Levner, voicing what 
was on many audience mem-
ber’s minds. 

“I couldn’t put book two 

down,” she continued.
Another audience member, 

who had known Ms. Barrish 
Levner’s grandfather, Abe, the 
inspiration for one of the novels’ 
main characters, also weighed 

in.
“I knew Abie, Irving and all of 

them!” she said excitedly.
Sheila Lashinsky brought in-

formation on her own family’s 
hotel. Her parents ran the New 
Edgewood Hotel in Loch Shel-
drake, which they purchased 
from the legendary actress Lau-
ren Bacall’s grandparents.

A spirited question and answer 
period followed the presentation, 
and then the book signing.

Ms. Barrish Levner revealed 
that book three in the series, 
“Woodstock Waitress Whodun-
it” is in the works, although there 
is no firm release date yet.

“I’m excited for it,” she said. 
“I’ve been working with a pro-
fessor editing it all summer. Pol-
ishing it up.”

If the audience at the Time and 
The Valleys Museum is any in-
dication, her readers can’t wait.

MONTICELLO – “Money 
may not grow on trees, but you 
can better equip your non-profit, 
small business, or municipality 
to obtain grant funding,” says 
Sullivan County Grants Admin-
istration Director Arthur Hus-
sey.

He adds that municipalities, 
for-profit businesses, and not-
for-profit corporations are usu-
ally eligible for Federal, State, 
or private charitable grant fund-
ing but may find that they are 
not “grant ready” when an op-
portunity arises, due to lack of 
proper project planning.

“There are time-tested meth-
ods of approaching project 
planning to set an organization 
up for success,” he notes, “and 
we’re here to help in that re-
gard.” 

The Sullivan County Depart-
ment of Grants Administration 
will host two free Grant Project 
Planning Workshops on Tues-
day, September 22, 2026, in 
the Legislative Hearing Room 
located on the 2nd floor of the 
Sullivan County Government 
Center, 100 North Street, Mon-

ticello. For the convenience 
of all, the workshops will be 
offered at two separate times, 
from 9-10 a.m. and 6:30-7:30 
p.m.

The workshops will include 
a high-level introduction to the 
steps necessary for thorough 
project planning and are ide-
al for municipal leadership, 
for-profit businesses, and not-
for-profit organizations. 

Pre-registration is requested, 
but participants are welcome 
to attend the time slot that best 
fits their schedule. Register 
online at www.sullivanny.gov/
Departments/grants. Or contact 
the Sullivan County Planning 
Division at 845-807-0527 for 
additional information.

The Sullivan County Depart-
ment of Grants Administration 
serves the divisions, depart-
ments, agencies and other units 
of the Sullivan County govern-
ment. While they do not write 
grants on behalf of outside en-
tities, they do provide resource 
information via periodic pub-
lic-facing workshops and at 
https://www.sullivanny.gov.
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AS SEPTEMBER BEGINS

In 1852, Henry David 
Thoreau wrote in his jour-
nal: “Is not all summer 
akin to a paradise?” In 
2026, summer passed like 
bumper cars, a succession 
of alarms that kept setting 
us on edge: heat dome ad-
visories; flash flood warn-
ings; tornado alerts; foul 
Air Quality Index metrics 
(the sky all orange with 
smoke); dire prognoses 
of a swelling tick popula-
tion that turned walking 
barefoot in the grass from 
a pleasure to a fear. A par-
adise confronted with the 
prospect of being lost.

The cycle of the seasons 
is etched deeply within 
the psyche, like a template 
for the play of change and 
continuity in human expe-
rience. Four-part schemes, 
sequenced by season, order 
many works of art, from Vi-
valdi’s “The Four Seasons” 
to Japanese shiki-e paint-
ing. Thoreau’s “Walden” is 
structured so, condensing 
two years’ worth of experi-
ence into a single cycle, one 
summer to the next. Aldo 
Leopold’s “A Sand Coun-
ty Almanac” announces its 
intention in its title. But we 
may have now turned the 
corner on this convention. 
The seasons are in disarray. 
The heart of our weather 
system is fibrillating, the 
once orderly rhythms of 
seasonal change subject to 
increasingly odd fits and 
oscillations. The unseason-
able has become the norm 
rather than the exception. 

We had our summery mo-
ments, of course, those elu-
sive ideal moments when 
time slows down and one 
is suspended in a stream of 
expansive well-being, the 
endless summer of song 
and memory and dream. 
What is summer without a 
touch of endlessness? We 
relished those moments 
from the safe harbor of our 
front porch; they arrived in 
small increments, subject 
to disruption.

On the night of the torna-
do alert, in July, we aban-
doned our porch to take 
refuge in our neighbor’s 
basement. Divine Cor-
ners was name-checked 
on a newscast — CBS no 
less — as the site of a po-
tential touchdown. The 
weather map’s legend read: 
“7:08 PM — Liberty; 7:13 
PM — Divine Corners; 

7:22 PM — South Falls-
burg.” I’ve never known 
Divine Corners to merit 
broadcast attention before, 
though CBS didn’t dig-
nify us with a dot of our 
own on the weather map. 
The storm approached; the 
wind picked up; the cats 
got antsy in the sudden-
ly crowded basement; the 
atmospheric pressure pre-
sumably dropped; the air 
actually turned a shade of 
green; and the storm passed 
without touching down. 
That was the apex of the 
summer’s alarms. A month 
later, a tornado did touch 
down — in Queens! — 
coming ashore in the Rock-
aways. “Watching it move 
from the water toward the 
shore,” one resident said, 
“was absolutely surreal.” I 
know the feeling.

Things settled down 
some toward the end of 
August, sustaining, for 
a day or two at a stretch, 
the note of summer balm. 
All the months of rain lent 
an iridescent sheen to the 
Neversink hills, as green 
as ever I could remember, 
brilliant against a sheer 
blue sky. Summer asserted 
itself just as it was depart-
ing, as the first hints of red 
appeared among the sumac 
and maple leaves and the 
evenings bathed in cool-
er air. Late-summer sweet 
corn and plump purple 
heirlooms imparted a fla-
vor of order in the dispo-
sition of things, a slender 
purchase on the old ideals 
of summer. 

This was a fragile con-
solation at best. We know 
the day is coming when 
the paradisiacal sweets of 
summer will be found more 
readily in our imaginations 
than in actual experience. 
When that day comes, will 
we find our happiness in 
the same manner as the 
poet in Andrew Marvell’s 
“The Garden” — by with-
drawing into some interior 
realm, transcending outer 
circumstances, creating an 
imagined world, “Annihi-
lating all that’s made / To 
a green thought in a green 
shade”?

.
Jonathan Shimkin, writer 
and editor, may be con-
tacted at jonathanshim-
kin@gmail.com, or via his 
website: jonathanshimkin.
weebly.com.

Out Divine
Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin

I KNEW ALL OF THEM!
Audience Responds to Lily Barrish Levner at Time and The Valleys Museum 

◄ Bari Allor
“I am passionate about hav-

ing hobbies! The activities that 
bring us joy make life worth 
living, no matter what age.”

Karen Collura ►
“Something I am passion-

ate about right now is help-
ing fundraise for the Sullivan 
County Federation for the 
Homeless. Some of our com-
munity members experience 
extreme economic challenges, 
including food insecurity and 

unstable housing. Everyone at 
the Federation works incredi-
bly hard to help our neighbors 
in need by offering support 
with dignity. Our next fundrais-
er, called ‘Between a Walk and 
a Hard Place,’ is occurring at 
the Alder Hotel on September 
26, 2026. If anyone would like 
to create a team, walk, and/or 
donate, please visit and click!! 
https://hardplacewalk.com/lo-
cation/monticello”

▲ Erin Dudley
“I am passionate about pro-

tecting water. We chose the 
land we live on because of 
the water. New York State has 
clean and plentiful water, fresh 
air and rich forests - that is 
worth protecting. I know many 
people in our region feel the 
same way. We are made of wa-
ter, we cannot live without wa-
ter - it feels bonkers to me that 
we would sacrifice what keeps 

us alive for short term conve-
niences like data centers and 
more oil and gas infrastructure 
that will pave their way.  We 
are at a major turning point in 
policy regarding water rights 
and sovereignty. I have no 
doubt this is a place where we 
can all come together. Water 
is not a corporate commodity. 
Water Is Life.”  

▲ Manon Frappier
“I am passionate about lo-

cal healthy foods and support-
ing small emerging businesses 

owned by women. Supporting 
women-owned small business-
es is so important because it 
boosts local economies, creates 
jobs, and helps to close finan-
cial gaps.” 

◄ Eleanor Friedman
“Right now, I am incredi-

bly excited to finally return to 
the mission-driven roots that 
inspired our business, LaSalu-
mina, in the first place. Now 
that our operations are stable, 
I can focus on helping to build 
a more connected, functional 
food system. We are current-
ly partnering with Salt on ze-
ro-waste donation work—us-
ing whole-animal trimmings 
and bones to make nutritious 
broths for food-insecure com-
munities. At the same time, I 
am joining the advisory board 
for a farming non-profit to 
cross-pollinate agricultural 
knowledge, and serving on a 
partnerships committee for the 
farm I used to work on in Italy. 
Ultimately, my passion right 
now is weaving these pieces 
together into an interconnected 
web that honors the land, the 
animals, and the people.”

▲ Carmen Williams
“Right now, I’m very excit-

ed and passionate about taking 
time and focusing on myself.  I 
take care of my family and my 
children, two of which have 
special needs. It’s a lot, and 
I’ve always put everyone else’s 
needs ahead of mine. Moving 
forward, I have to prioritize 
sleep, movement, and nutrition 
to protect my long-term well-
ness.

Sullivan County to Provide Free Grant Project Planning Workshops
Learn How to Make Yourself ‘Grant-Ready’

by Denise Sullivan

HURLEYVILLE – The summer rush is slowing down, and the 
air is beginning to change. It is a natural season of transition, when 
the changing landscape reminds us to slow down and look at what 
makes us happy and fulfilled.

So, we reached out with a question that made even the busiest 
residents stop and think: “What are you passionate or excited 
about right now?”

The answers from some busy women in and around Hurleyville 
varied beautifully, reminding us to think about what is important 
to us.

PHOTO PROVIDED
An exhibit consisting of Borscht Belt memorabilia accompanied the presentation.

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED



The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-
ing for help, to fight fire or 
support those that do. We 
even supply all the gear 
and provide all the train-
ing needed, for free. Stop 
by any Monday night and 
find out how you can help.

In the beginning of the 
month, the fire department 
held their annual family 
picnic for well over 100 
attendees. After a fine 
meal, awards were handed 
out. Josh Colon and Austin 
Halchak received 15 years 
of service pins. What made 
it special is that they both 
started out as 16-year-old 
junior firefighters. Josh 
is now Captain of the fire 
department and Austin is 
a lieutenant in the Eagle 
Matt Lee Fire Department.

Vic McCarthy received 
a 65-year pin. Other nota-
bles were Ron Besimer, 5 
years; Mike Shapireo, 30 
years; and Ralph Burger, 
45 years.

The Community Ser-
vice Award went to Sean 
Brooks of Prestage Towing 
for his support of the Hur-
leyville Fire Department. 
This award is given to a 
person or group or a com-
pany that supports the fire 
department in a positive 
nature. It could be some-
thing big or several years 
of continued support. Sean 
has provided junked cars 
to the fire department for 
extrication drills for years.

The attendance award 
was presented to Rob Lom-
bardi. Rob is there day and 
night for any and all calls 
including all the activated 
alarms that we respond to. 
Congratulations, Rob.

The “Firefighter of the 
Year” went to 69-year 
member and Past Chief 
Nelson Durland. Nel-
son was in hospice care 
and missed a fire depart-
ment event for the first 
time in a very long time. 
The next morning at 2:30 
a.m., Nelson answered his 
last alarm. At his funeral 
there were well over 100 
firefighters in attendance 
for his Firematic service. 
Many of us had the same 
feeling. Nelson somehow 
knew he was getting the 
“Firefighter of the Year” 
award and waited for the 
picnic to be over before he 
passed. Rest In Peace My 
Friend.

Right after I submitted 
last month’s column and 
commented on how this 
was a pretty safe summer 
as far as structure fires 
and drownings were con-
cerned, the next day there 
was civilian death in a fire 
and a drowning in Mon-
gaup Pond. Later in the 
month there was a drown-
ing on the Delaware River. 
In addition, there were a 
few structure fires.

Still, with exception of 
the numerous motor vehi-
cle accidents it has been a 
relatively safe summer.

Sullivan County fire de-
partments responded to 
576 calls in June, and 977 
in July.

Of the 977 July calls, 
239 were activated alarms, 
and in June, of the 576 
calls, 142 were activated 
alarms. Coincidently, in 
both months there were 26 
structure fires.

Many of these activat-
ed alarms are the result 

BARRYVILLE — As part 
of Sullivan County’s ongo-
ing commemoration of the 
Semiquincentennial, Amer-
ica’s 250th birthday, the 
Barryville-based nonprofit 
history education group, The 
Delaware Company has an-
nounced that it will host a 
screening of the movie ver-
sion of the mega-hit Broad-
way musical “Hamilton” at 
the Narrowsburg Union on 
Saturday, September 19.

The movie, originally re-
leased in 2020, is a live stage 
recording of Lin Manuel Mi-
randa’s award winning mu-
sical, which narrates Alex-
ander Hamilton’s life in two 
acts, and details, among other 
things, his involvement in the 
American Revolutionary War 
as an aide-de-camp to George 
Washington, his marriage to 
Eliza Schuyler, his career as 
a lawyer and Secretary of the 
Treasury, and his interactions 
with Aaron Burr-- the main 
narrator for most of the mu-
sical, and a man with ties to 
Sullivan County-- which cul-
minates in their duel that ends 
Hamilton’s life.

Other characters in the 
musical include George 
Washington, Thomas Jeffer-
son, James Madison, Philip 
Schuyler, and King George 
III.

The program at the Nar-
rowsburg Union begins at 
7 p.m. with light refresh-
ments, then an introduction 
by John Conway, Sullivan 
County Historian, President 
of The Delaware Company, 
and co-chair of the county’s 
Semiquincentennial Com-
mission, followed by the film.

The program is free and 
open to the public, but seat-
ing is limited, and pre-regis-
tration is required. To reserve 
a seat, email John Conway 
at jconway52@hotmail.com 
and include Hamilton in the 
subject line of the email. No 
one will be admitted without 
having pre-registered.

Narrowsburg Union is lo-
cated at 7 Erie Avenue in 
Narrowsburg, NY.

The program is made pos-
sible by its sponsors, The 
Delaware Company, the Ti-
anaderrah Foundation, and 
the Narrowsburg Union.

LIBERTY – Sullivan 
180 concluded two events 
focused on strengthening 
school nutrition and advanc-
ing conversations about the 
role healthy food plays in 
the lives of children.

On August 19, school food 
service professionals from 
across Sullivan County gath-
ered at SUNY Sullivan for 
the Third Annual 2026 Food 
Service Staff Conference 
presented by the School Nu-
trition Action Coalition. The 
day was offered for educa-
tion, connection, and hands-
on learning designed to 
support those who prepare 
and serve meals to students 
each day. The conference 
featured a keynote by Chef 
Ann Cooper, the Renegade 
Lunch Lady, as well as cu-
linary staff from SUNY Sul-
livan who explored scratch 
cooking, herbs, sauces and 
salad bars. A representative 
from NYS Department of 
Education presented on the 
New York State’s Offer Ver-
sus Serve program.

The following evening, 
Sullivan 180 welcomed 
Chef Cooper to the Michael 
Ritchie Big Barn at The Cen-
ter for Discovery for the first 
event of the 2026 Sullivan 
180 Speaker Series. Chef 
Cooper encouraged com-
munity members, educators, 
parents, and school leaders 
to rethink what is possible 
in school cafeterias; and the 

role fresh, nutritious scratch-
cooked food can play in sup-
porting children’s health and 
success.

“These two events offered 
an opportunity to bring both 
the people working direct-
ly in our school kitchens 
and the broader community 
into the conversation about 
school food,” said Denise 
Frangipane, CEO at Sulli-
van 180. “We are grateful to 
Chef Ann and to the dedicat-
ed food service profession-
als who joined us. Together, 
we are building momentum 
around what is possible for 
our children and for the fu-
ture of school meals in Sulli-
van County.”

Through its work within 
the School Nutrition Ac-
tion Coalition, Sullivan 180 
continues to bring together 
schools, food service pro-
fessionals, community part-
ners, and families to remove 
barriers to healthy food and 
create more opportunities 
for students to enjoy fresh, 
nutritious meals.

 Sullivan 180 is working 
to build a healthy commu-
nity, one degree at a time, 
through people, places and 
policy with support from 
Bold Gold Media Group, 
Manor Ink, The River Re-
porter, The Sullivan County 
Democrat and WJFF Radio 
Catskill. Learn more at Sul-
livan180.org.

to the hamlet on Saturday, 
September 3. 

And the National Bas-
ketball Association helped 
with the festivities.

The official ribbon cutting 
for the new community bas-
ketball courts, located just 
off Main Street adjacent to 
the Milk Train Rail Trail, 
featured local dignitaries, 
including (confirmed at 
press time) District 6 Coun-
ty Legislator Luis Alvarez, 
Fallsburg Town Supervisor 
Steve Vegliante, and Falls-
burg Town Justice Amanda 
Ward.

Following the ribbon cut-
ting, former NBA and St. 
John’s University basket-
ball star Felipe Lopez, who 
saw action with the Vancou-
ver Grizzlies, the Washing-
ton Wizards, and the Min-
nesota Timberwolves in the 
NBA following a standout 
college career that ended 
with him in fourth place 
among all-time St. John’s 
scorers, headlined a clinic 
sponsored by NBA Cares, 
the Town of Fallsburg Parks 
& Recreation Department 
and The Center for Discov-
ery.

September, 2017
OUT OF CHAOS 

COMES NEW 
SIDEWALKS

Months of organized 
chaos have given way to 
smooth concrete and calm 
streets as the sidewalk con-
struction and renovation 
project on Main Street in 
Hurleyville wraps up.

The new sidewalks line 
the east side of Main Street 
from Thompson Street to 
the municipal parking lots 
in the center of the hamlet, 
as well as filling in gaps be-
tween old sidewalks down 
to the Hurleyville Mak-
ers Lab. The project was 
funded primarily through 
a $100,000 grant awarded 
by Senator John Bonacic’s 
office, and it began in the 
spring. Town Supervisor 
Steve Vegliante said the 
sidewalks look great, and 
they provide a great service 

to the community.
“Overall, it’s one more 

improvement to a hamlet 
that’s getting better every 
day,” Mr. Vegliante said. 
“Anything we can do to 
increase access for people 
who aren’t able-bodied, 
that’s good.”

A FONDNESS FOR 
NEWSPAPERS

Myron Gittell admits he 
has a fondness for news-
papers. That is one of the 
reasons the Board member 
of the Sullivan County His-
torical Society spearhead-
ed the recent exhibit of old 
Sullivan County newspa-
pers at the County Museum 
in Hurleyville. 

“We’ve got thousands 
of newspapers in our ar-
chives,” Mr. Gittell said. 
“No one could ever imagine 
the extent of the collection. 
Even those who use the ar-
chives for research likely 
only see a fraction of what 
we have, so I thought we 
should show it [the collec-
tion] off.” 

So Mr. Gittell spent a 
recent Saturday greeting 
dozens of visitors to the 
Museum and sharing with 
them various anecdotes 
about more than a century 
of newspapers, dozens of 
which were mounted under 
glass or on display boards 
in the Museum’s expansive 
exhibit area.

Mr. Gittell  says that, 
while  most people would 
be hard pressed to name 
more than a handful of them 
today, Sullivan County has 
been home to more than 30 
different newspapers over 
the years. These include the 
Sullivan County Whig, the 
county’s  first paper, which 
began publishing in Bloom-
ingburg in 1821, before 
eventually moving to Mon-
ticello and morphing into 
the Republican Watchman, 
and the Evening News, 
which was for a short time 
during World War II the 
only daily newspaper ever 
published in the county.
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 
calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

From the Firehouse

September 10, 1937
Quietest Labor Day for 

Sullivan County

The quietest Labor Day 
holiday ever to occur since 
Sullivan County became 
famous as a summer resort 
was experienced over the 
past weekend. Although 
several opinions were heard 
as to the date of the last 
concurrence of the Jewish 
New Year and Labor Day, 
all were agreed that it was 
before the present century.

Stores took a three-day 
holiday which started Sun-
day and extended until Tues-
day night. Even restaurants 
open twenty-four hours dai-
ly were closed for the dura-
tion of the Jewish holiday. 
Somewhat similar condi-
tions prevailed in Monticel-
lo, South Fallsburg, Liberty 
and Woodridge.

Some of the large hotels 
engaged cantors to conduct 
religious services while in 
almost every other resort 
laymen took charge. Sports 
and dancing were kept to a 
minimum, but even though 
these conditions had been 
anticipated, all hotels were 
liberally patronized, though 
perhaps not quite so heav-
ily as on other Labor Day 
weekends.

$700 Stolen from Local 
Pharmacy

Early Tuesday morning, 
thieves broke into the Hur-
leyville Pharmacy and stole 
about $700 in cash from 
a box in the prescription 
room. The store, owned 
by Max Berman and Al 
Sakofsky, was closed by 
Berman about two o’clock 
Tuesday morning. The theft 
was discovered by a clerk, 
Max Rosenstein, when the 
store was re-opened in the 
morning. It is believed that 
the thieves gained entrance 
through a side window. 
Nothing else in the store 
was disturbed and several 
checks and money orders 
left with the money were 
untouched.

State Police, headed by 
Sergeant Thomas Mangan, 
have been investigating and 
are checking fingerprints 
taken from a filing cabinet 
in an effort to apprehend the 
guilty persons.

Fire on former Seidlin 
Property

Fire which broke out 
shortly before noon on 
Wednesday destroyed a 
barn on the former Seidlin 
property opposite the New 
York Telephone Compa-
ny building in Hurleyville, 
damaged a summer kitch-
en of the house and at one 
time threatened to burn the 
house. The present owner is 
Murray Goldman.

Hurleyville and Loch 
Sheldrake firemen quickly 
responded to the alarm and 
prevented the spread of the 
fire to nearby homes. Traf-
fic was held up for about 
twenty minutes.

September, 2016
BASKETBALL COURTS 

NOW OPEN!

It wasn’t the reincarnation 
of the Hurleyville Eagles of 
the long defunct Catskill 
Mountain League, but bas-
ketball nonetheless returned 

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED

“HAMILTON” COMES TO 
SULLIVAN COUNTY

The Delaware Company Hosts 
at Narrowsburg Union

Sullivan 180 Advances Conversation 
on Healthy School Food 
Two-day series featured 

Chef Ann Cooper 

PHOTO PROVIDED
Austin Halchak (second from left) and Josh Colon (right), 
recipients of 15 years of service pins, are joined by 
Hurleyville Fire Chief Charlie Payne (left) and President Jim 
Kaufman (second from right)

PHOTO PROVIDED
Rob Lombardi (left), recipient of the attendance award, 
Hurleyville Fire Chief Charlie Payne, and President Jim 
Kaufman (right)

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
SCHS Board Member Myron Gittell with part of the 
newspaper exhibit at the Museum in 2017.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Vic McCarthy received his 65 year pin. He is flanked here 
by Hurleyville Fire Chief Charlie Payne (left), and President 
Jim Kaufman (right).

of poor location of the 
alarm head, not using a 
vent while showering and 
cooking and a lack of 
maintenance.

There are many reasons 
an alarm may activate.

Alarms (fire, gas, or 
carbon monoxide) may 
be activated by actual 
fires, smoke, heat, cook-
ing, steam, dust, system 
malfunctions, or a lack of 
maintenance. We respond 
to ALL alarms as a real in-
cident.

Fire alarm activations 
should never be ignored or 
dismissed as routine.

Regular maintenance is 
essential to keep fire alarm 
systems operating prop-
erly. Maintenance should 
include inspection and 
testing of smoke detec-
tors, heat detectors, pull 

stations, alarm notification 
appliances, control pan-
els, batteries, power sup-
plies, wiring, and monitor-
ing connections. In other 
words, check everything 
in your system.

Look over your system, 
and maintain it.

Coming up is the Sul-
livan County Volunteer 
Firefighter’s Association 
annual parade. This year, 
it is in Grahamsville, on 
Saturday, September 12, 
with step off at 1 p.m. The 
parade ends at the fair-
grounds where all the fes-
tivities and trophies will 
be awarded. Hope to see 
you there.

Now is the time to think 
about getting your heating 
system cleaned for the up-
coming heating season.

Be Safe Out There.
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PATRIOTS ARE BORN PART V An Original Story by John Conway

It is May of 1775, and 
our young brothers, An-
drew and Morgan Worth, 
their big black dog, Boson, 
and a passenger, wealthy 
statesman Alexander Mc-
Dougall, have taken a raft 
of timber down the Dela-
ware River to Philadelphia, 
where McDougall is hop-
ing to persuade New York’s 
representatives to the Con-
tinental Congress to vote 
in favor of independence. 
Ambushed by a group of 
men who are trying to ar-
rest McDougall as a trai-
tor, the group has just been 
saved by the appearance of 
two Native Americans, Ben 
Shanks and Canope. We 
rejoin them now as they re-
sume their raft trip…

We decided not to spend 
the night on land, and in-
stead said goodbye to Ben 
Shanks and Canope and, in 
the dark, put the raft back 
in the water. With Boson’s 
help we pulled it back out 
into the eddy and got it 
moving again, very slow-
ly at first, and then, as we 
gradually moved beyond 
the stillness of the eddy, 
picking up speed.

We decided that one of us 
at a time would get some 
sleep while the other two 
manned the fore and aft 
oars. We fastened two of 
our lanterns to the front of 
the raft to provide us with a 
little visibility, and tried to 
keep the raft under control. 

While it was obvious that 
McDougall had never been 
on a timber raft before, he 
learned quickly, and it was 
easy to see that he had once 
been a seaman. He was also 
a fascinating storyteller, 
and while Morgan slept, he 
kept me entertained with a 
steady flow of narratives 
about his time as a com-
mander of small vessels in 
the French and Indian War, 
and more recently as the 
owner of his own merchant 
ship, the Schuyler.

He talked of the fascinat-
ing episode of his life when 
he had been jailed by the 
Royal Governor of New 
York for publishing critical 
articles about the govern-
ment in his newspaper.

McDougall had made the 
most of his time in prison, 
and had become somewhat 
of a celebrity while serving 
his time, actually entertain-

ing guests—dozens at a 
time-- and making his case 
whenever possible for free-
dom for the colonies. He re-
fused to renounce his views 
on the abuses of power of 
the British government, 
and was only released from 
prison when the Royal Gov-
ernor who had ordered him 
jailed had been replaced.

He was a persuasive 
speaker, and by the time 
we had reached Philadel-
phia three days later, both 
Morgan and I had become 
quite taken with him, and 
furthermore, we both began 
to look forward to hearing 
him expound on his polit-
ical views, particularly his 
notion about freedom and 
why independence from 
England was so import-
ant. His arguments seemed 
sound to us.

He told us that our taking 
timber to Philadelphia was 
critical to the fight for inde-
pendence. 

“Make no mistake about 
it, we are already at war 
with England,” he told us. 
“And it is going to be a long 
struggle. If we are to stand 
a chance in that struggle we 
need a well-trained fleet of 

ships as well as an army. 
And Philadelphia is where 
those ships must be built!”

He told us we were both 
patriots, whether we intend-
ed to be or not.

“Like it or not, you have 
joined in the fight,” he said, 
and Morgan and I quietly 
agreed that we were begin-
ning to like it.

When we arrived in Phil-
adelphia, McDougall insist-
ed upon paying us for the 
trip. After we had delivered 
the timber to the ship yard 
and secured our payment, 
he accompanied us to a 
nearby tavern to procure 

some food and drink before 
we began the journey home, 
much of which would be on 
foot.

Once inside the tavern he 
was gregarious, and before 
long was holding court, 
talking of independence 
and of the atrocities the 
King and Parliament had 
been perpetrating upon the 
colonies. He found a will-
ing audience, and the crowd 
in the tavern cheered his ev-
ery word. At one point, he 
introduced Morgan and me 
to the crowd.

“These two fine young 
men have already made an 

immeasurable contribution 
to the fight,’ he said. “In 
many ways they remind 
me of a young man I met 
a couple of years ago from 
whom I think you will be 
hearing much in the years to 
come. His name is Alexan-
der Hamilton, and like these 
two men he is extremely 
bright and committed to the 
struggle.”

McDougall paid for our 
food and drink, and when 
he saw that we were pre-
paring to leave, he excused 
himself from the group with 
which he had been convers-
ing, and walked over to us.

“The way I understand 
it, you boys generally walk 
back to your home, is that 
right?” he asked, and we 
nodded. “I would like to 
make you a proposition, 
then. I will put you up for 
tonight in the finest ho-
tel, taking care of every 
expense, if only you will 
agree to hand these out and 
to talk up the cause of inde-
pendence every chance you 
get on the return trip.” He 
handed me a stack of print-
ed cards.

“Well, thank you, but we 
couldn’t possibly stay in a 

FORESTBURGH – 
“Once,” the heartfelt love 
story powered by the mag-
ic of music, opens at the 
Forestburgh Playhouse 
on September 8 and runs 
through September 13. 
Performances are Tuesday 
through Saturday at 8 p.m., 
Wednesday at 2 p.m., and 
Sunday at 3 p.m. Due to 
popular demand, the Play-
house is adding an addi-
tional performance, Satur-
day at 2 p.m.

“Once” tells the captivat-
ing story of a Dublin street 
musician ready to give 
up on his dreams—until 
a spirited young woman 
takes a sudden interest in 
his soulful songs. An unex-
pected friendship becomes 
a life-changing connection 
that inspires them both. 
Featuring the Academy 
Award–winning hit “Fall-
ing Slowly,” this touching 
and beautifully performed 
musical celebrates love, 
hope, and the power of mu-
sic to bring people togeth-
er.

The Forestburgh Play-
house production is proud-
ly sponsored by Hudson 
Valley Advertising, whose 
continued support helps 
bring bold and inspiring 
stories to life on stage. 
The entire 80th Anniver-
sary 2026 Season is made 

possible by generous spon-
sorship from the Sullivan 
Catskills Visitors Asso-
ciation and Silent Maid. 
Thanks to Van Etten Ener-
gy Systems, the Playhouse 
stays powered up and shin-
ing bright all season long! 
Also, a special thank you 
to Do Good Spirits, Vintus 
NY, and Catskill Brewery 
for providing our bever-
ages in the Tavern for the 
season.

Directed and Choreo-
graphed by Trey Compton 
and with musical direction 
by Julia Hoffmann and 
Matthew Nassida, this pro-
duction promises to leave 
you moved, inspired, and 
humming long after the fi-
nal note.

“’Once’ is a beautiful cel-
ebration of music, connec-
tion, and the unexpected 
moments that can change 
our lives,” said Producer, 
Franklin Trapp. “We’re ex-
cited to bring this intimate 
and unforgettable story to 
our stage and share its heart 
with our community.”

Tickets are on sale now 
and going fast! Don’t miss 
your chance to witness the 
love story at the Forest-
burgh Playhouse.

For tickets and more in-
formation, visit www.fb-
playhouse.org or call 845-
794-1194.

MONTICELLO-- Monti-
cello Kiwanis Club present-
ed its Everyday Hero Award 
to Kathy Kreiter, Director 
of the Sullivan County Fed-
eration for the Homeless on 
Monday, August 3. Kiwanis 
President Marvin Rappa-
port called Ms. Kreiter an 
“unsung hero” who handles 
a myriad of difficult respon-
sibilities and demanding 
duties with a steady hand 
and calm demeanor.

“Kathy with her staff and 
dedicated volunteers are 
there for the homeless and 
the hungry day in and day 
out, not for the praise and 
recognition but for the satis-
faction of seeing a job well 
done,” Mr. Rappaport said.

The club and its guests 
also heard an informative 
presentation by Sullivan 

County District Attorney 
Brian Conaty who de-
scribed his many responsi-
bilities keeping our County 
residents safe. He and his 
eight assistants cover 18 lo-
cal Justice courts, as well as 
County Court and Supreme 
Court. They handle 4500 
cases a year from misde-
meanors to felonies, includ-
ing firearms violations and 
gang related crimes. 

At its July meeting, the 
club heard from Julian 
Dawson, Chief Profession-
al Officer of United Way 
of Sullivan County. Mr. 
Dawson described how the 
United Way supports vari-
ous county programs with 
most donations received re-
maining in the county. The 
organization also provides 
emergency food and shel-
ter assistance, diapers and 
cribs for kids, as well as 
distributing gifts during the 
holiday season and meals at 
Thanksgiving.  

Mr. Dawson was an earli-
er recipient of the Monticel-
lo Kiwanis Everyday Hero 
Award for his many years of 
distinguished service to the 
community.

The Kiwanis club of Mon-
ticello meets on the first 
Monday of the months at 
Albella Restaurant at 6 p.m.  
Their mission is dedicated 
to improving the world, one 
child and one community 
at a time. Check out their 
Facebook page at Monticel-
lo, NY Kiwanis Club.

MONTICELLO KIWANIS PRESENTS EVERYDAY HERO 
AWARD & WELCOMES GUEST SPEAKERS

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED
McDougall handed the boys a stack of cards to distribute.

PHOTO PROVIDED
Kathy Kreiter receiving Everyday Hero Award from Monti-
cello Kiwanis President Marvin Rappaport.

PHOTO PROVIDED

LETTER TO THE EDITOR ONCE COMES TO 
FORESTBURGH PLAYHOUSE 

September 8 – Semptember 13

hotel,” Morgan said, catch-
ing a glimpse of the cards. 

“Nonsense!” McDougall 
said emphatically. “I owe 
you two my life. It is the 
least I can do.”

“I meant because we have 
Boson,” Morgan added. 
“What would we do with 
him? Probably best if we 
just started back so we can 
get out of the city and set up 
camp before dark.”

“I’ll hear of nothing of the 
sort!” McDougall insisted. 
“I know most of the good 
hotels in this city, and I will 
find you one where Boson 
is welcome. That’s a prom-
ise.”

“If you can deliver on that 
promise, we’ll take your 
offer and we will shout the 
call for independence from 
the rooftops,” I said. “We’ll 
make sure everyone has one 
of your cards from here to 
Cushetunk!”

And so Morgan and I and 
our big black dog spent the 
night in one of the city’s fin-
est hotels, compliments of 
Alexander McDougall. He 
even met us the following 
morning for breakfast.

“I have a busy day today, 
trying to convince the New 

York delegates to get be-
hind independence,” he told 
us. “I fear it is going to be 
a hard sell, but eventually 
I am sure they will see the 
light.”

“if anyone can convince 
them of the wisdom of de-
claring independence it is 
you, Alexander,” Morgan 
told him as we parted com-
pany. “Just tell them what 
you told us during the trip, 
and remember to add the 
final argument, it is sure to 
work.”

“The final argument?” he 
asked.

“When all else fails, just 
tell them to ‘Join us, or 
die!’”

That concludes our story, 
“Patriots Are Born.” Al-
though Andrew and Mor-
gan Worth are fictional 
characters, several of those 
featured in the story—Al-
exander McDougall, Ben 
Shanks, Canope, and Rob-
ert Land—were actual 
historical figures. Watch 
for another exciting piece 
of serialized fiction in the 
next edition of The Hur-
leyville Sentinel. 

with SEQRA before the 
project could proceed. 

At this stage, these are 
requests made by the pe-
titioners. The respondents, 
including the Town of 
Fallsburg Planning Board, 
the Town of Fallsburg 
Building Department, and 
40-44 Church Road LLC 
will have the opportuni-
ty to file legal responses, 
after which the court will 
determine whether the 
approvals complied with 
applicable law.
Why This Case Matters

Although this case cen-
ters on one project at 40 
and 44 Church Road, its 
significance reaches be-
yond a single property. 
The issues raised in the 
petition touch on broader 
questions that affect every 
resident of the Town of 
Fallsburg: 

• How should environ-
mental impacts be evalu-
ated? 

• When should traffic or 
infrastructure studies be 
required? 

• What role should the 

Comprehensive Plan play 
in development decisions? 

• And, how closely must 
local boards follow both 
state law and their own 
zoning code before grant-
ing approvals?

An Article 78 proceed-
ing is designed to answer 
those questions by exam-
ining whether the proper 
legal process was fol-
lowed, regardless whether 
people support or oppose 
a particular project. The 
court’s decision will de-
termine whether the ap-
provals for the Church 
Road project were law-
fully issued or whether 
portions of the review 
process must be revisited. 
Whatever the outcome, 
the case is likely to shape 
how future development 
applications are reviewed 
in the Town of Fallsburg 
and may provide import-
ant guidance for Planning 
Boards, applicants, and 
residents alike.

Signed: 
Fallsburg’s Future
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by Jack Halchak

HURLEYVILLE – The 
last foursome is off the 
course and the 15th Annual 
Bill Carlson Golf Classic is 
in the books.

Sixteen foursomes teed 
off after a delicious lunch 
with a shotgun start.

The Tarry Brae course 
was in excellent shape 
thanks to John Jaycox, golf 
course superintendent, and 
his staff. With some help 
from Mother Nature as she 
provided some rain and sun-
shine in the past few weeks, 
the course was lush, green 
and in excellent shape.

After all were back in the 

clubhouse, a fine awards 
dinner was put on by Mike 
Decker and his staff. 

Terry Brae Golf Pro add-
ed up the score cards and we 
were ready for the awards.

The foursome of Joe 
Flores, Howard Sweet, 
Louis Delacruz and Phil 
Harris came in with a best 
ball score of 13 under par. 
Following close behind in 
second place with a score 
card of 12 under par was 
the Decker family of Bob 
Decker, RJ Decker, Jack 
Decker and Sabrina Decker.

On the lady’s side Stacey 
Morris was closest to the 
pin on the par 3 7th hole. 
She was six feet five inch-

LOCH SHELDRAKE – 
The SUNY Sullivan Foun-
dation’s annual Sullivan 
Cup Golf Tournament will 
take place Friday, Septem-
ber 18, 2026, bringing to-
gether alumni, businesses, 
community leaders, and 
golf enthusiasts to invest in 
student success.

Golfers will play 18 
holes on Roscoe Moun-
tain Club’s champion-
ship course, set against 
the Catskill Mountains at 
their best. The day opens 
with breakfast at 8 a.m., a 
9 a.m. shotgun start, and 
closes with a luncheon and 
awards ceremony at 2 p.m. 

— good golf, good compa-
ny, and a direct investment 
in students working toward 
their futures.

“By joining us as a golfer 
or sponsor, you’ll help open 
doors for students across 
Sullivan County while en-
joying a memorable day 
on the course,” said SUNY 
Sullivan Foundation Co-
Chair Meg Sullivan. “Your 
support directly strength-
ens the resources students 
need to succeed, grow, and 
reach their future goals.”

Registration
Individual Golfer: $150 

(18 holes, cart, breakfast, 
gift bag, luncheon)

SUNY Sullivan Faculty, 
Staff & Alumni: $125 (pro-
mo code SULLIVAN25)

Foursome: $600
Lunch Reception & 

Awards Only: $100
Sponsorship — Some-

thing for Every Business in 

Sullivan County 
The Sullivan Cup offers 

sponsorship levels built for 
organizations of every size 
— from the $5,000 Eagle 
Sponsor down to the $400 
Hole Sponsor, with several 
tiers and specialty options 

in between, including Club 
House, Refreshment Row, 
and Mulligan sponsorships. 
Tee Sign sponsorships start 
at $150, and program jour-
nal advertising starts at just 
$100 — making it easy for 
any business to stand with 
SUNY Sullivan students.

Full sponsorship details 
are available at sunysul-
livan.edu/sullivan-cup. 
Sponsor logos and adver-
tising materials are due no 
later than Sept. 3, 2026.

Proceeds benefit the 
SUNY Sullivan Founda-
tion, sustaining the col-
lege’s ability to keep ed-
ucation accessible and 

affordable across Sullivan 
County. As the county’s 
only institution of higher 
education, SUNY Sullivan 
prepares students for ca-
reers, transfer, and lifelong 
success — and every golf-
er, sponsor, and volunteer 
helps make that possible.

Space is limited. Early 
registration is encouraged.

To register, purchase 
lunch tickets, or learn more 
about sponsorship oppor-
tunities, visit sunysullivan.
edu/sullivan-cup or contact 
the SUNY Sullivan Foun-
dation at 845-434-5750, 
ext. 3188, or foundation@
sunysullivan.edu.

GRAHAMSVILLE – 
The 1778 Revolutionary 
War Battle of Chestnut 
Woods in Grahamsville is 
an ongoing mystery.  Few 
records, conflicting mem-
oirs from soldiers who 
might have been there, and 
one very scanty official 
report leave us with many 
unanswered questions: 
How many men were ac-
tually killed?  Why did 
the soldiers set up camp 
in such a poorly defended 
location? What REALLY 
happened during the bat-
tle?  In an attempt to un-
ravel some of the mysteries 
surrounding this battle, the 
Time and the Valleys Mu-
seum is hosting a gathering 
on Saturday September 5 
(the 248 anniversary of the 
battle) from 1 to 3 p.m. at 
the Museum on St. Rt. 55 
in Grahamsville. 

Joining the debate/dis-
cussion on September 5 
are the Town of Neversink 
Historian, Roger Edwards, 
Museum Director Donna 
Steffens, Time and the Val-
leys Museum researchers 
Lynn Priebe and Barba-

ra Avener and Douglas S. 
Hart, a descendent of An-
drew Gillespe, one of the 
soldiers at the battle. At-
tendees are asked to bring 
their thoughts, questions 
and any information they 
might have to help shed 
light on this enduring mys-
tery.

The Battle: British Loy-
alists and allied Native 
Americans plunder houses 
and granaries, burn build-
ings and kill and capture 
citizens in Pinebush, a 
small settlement along 
Minisink Road (St. Rt. 
209) in Ulster County on 
the morning of September 
5, 1778.  Lt. John Gra-
ham from Fort Honk (Na-
panoch) volunteers to pur-
sue the raiders with about 
seventeen militiamen. 
They travel up the Rondout 
and Chestnut Creeks, stop-
ping at Chestnut Woods 
(Grahamsville). The raid-
ers surround the militia on 
all sides and open fire. Lt. 
Graham and several mili-
tiamen are killed. Graha-
msville is named after Lt. 
Graham.

 Admission to the pro-
gram is FREE and includes 
entrance to the Museum’s 
exhibitions, including the 
new exhibition The Great 
Fear: Frontier Life During 
the American Revolution 
and the 1930s Catskill 
Farm with over 15 build-
ings.  For more informa-
tion visit our website time-
andthevalleysmuseum.org, 
email info@timeandthe-
valleysmuseum.org or call 
845 985-7700.  

Current Exhibitions:  
• Water and the Valleys, 

an exhibit on the history of 
the Rondout and Neversink 
watershed area from ear-
ly geological times to the 
20th century. This exhibi-
tion includes a section on 
the Lenape Native Amer-

icans, early area settlers, 
farming, local industries 
and more.  

• Tunnels, Toil and 

Trouble: New York City’s 
Quest for Water and the 
Rondout-Neversink Story, 
an engaging exhibition on 

NYC water supply system 
and the towns that were re-
moved to build the system, 
includes why New York 

City needed water, a de-
scription of the three water 
systems, the heartache of 
the people who had to give 
up their homes and how 
the complex system was 
built. 

• NEW!  The Great 
Fear: Frontier Life in the 
American Revolution an 
immersive and interactive 
exhibition on the danger-
ous frontier life during the 
Revolution in Orange, Ul-
ster and Sullivan Counties, 
including native, loyalist 
attacks and patriot attacks, 
the hardships of settler 
life, Native life before and 
after contact and the Battle 
of Chestnut Woods.  It in-
cludes audio, video, games 
and hands on activities.  

• 1930s Catskill Family 
Farm is an outdoor, open 
air experience with over 15 
early farm buildings all il-
lustrating life on a Catskill 
family farm during the 
1930s, about to be removed 
for the building of a NYC 
reservoir.  Building include 
a farm house, 1870s barn, 
sap house, sawmill, chick-
en coop, workshop with 

WORKING waterwheel 
and many more with hands 
on activities, video and au-
dio.

The Museum is located 
at 332 Main Street (St. Rt. 
55) in Grahamsville, Sul-
livan County.  It is open 
to the public on Saturday 
and Sunday, from noon to 
4 p.m. through September 
or by appointment.  Adults 
admission is $10, Children 
under 16, $5, and children 
under six are free. Museum 
members are FREE. Free 
admission to active duty 
military members (with ID) 
and up to five family mem-
bers through our status as 
a Blue Star Museum.  This 
free admission for members 
of the military and their 
families runs from Memori-
al Day to Labor Day.  

For more informa-
tion call 845 985-7700, 
e-mail info@timeandthe-
valleysmuseum.org or 
visit www.timeandthe-
valleysmuseum.org. Vol-
unteers are always wel-
come and needed!  Email 
or call us for more infor-
mation.
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

ONE DOWN, ONE TO GO
ANOTHER GOLF CLASSIC IS IN THE BOOKS

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first person 
to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.com will win a 
prize. Have fun!

September Questions: 
	 1.	 What college football duo were known as “Mr. Inside and Mr. 
		  Outside”? 
	 2.	 What college football quarterback was given the nickname “the 
	 	 Red Rifle”?
	 3.	 Who was “the Kansas Comet”? 
	 4.	 Byron White spent 31 years on the U.S. Supreme Court. What 
		  was his nickname when he played football (as well as baseball 
		  and basketball) for Colorado?
	 5.	 What college football star was given the nickname, “the Throwin’ 
		  Samoan”?

August Answers:
	 1.	 In what year was the first U.S. Open tennis tournament held? 
		  (1968)
	 2.	 What was the forerunner of the U.S. Open called? 
		  (U.S. National Championships)
	 3.	 Who won the men’s championship at the first U.S. Open tennis 
		  tournament? (Arthur Ashe)
	 4.	 Who lost the men’s finals match that year? 
		  (Tom Okker of the Netherlands)
	 5.	 Who won the women’s championship in the first U.S. Open? 
		  (Virginia Wade of Great Britain)

There was no winner last month…

TEE OFF FOR STUDENT SUCCESS

Battle of Chestnut Woods: Help Unravel the Mystery! At Time and the Valleys Museum

PHOTO BY JACK HALCHAK
Members of the winning foursome Joe Flores (left) and Luis 
Delacruz (right) flank Hurleyville Fire Department Tourna-
ment Chairman John Jaycox. Winning members Howard 
Swett and Phil Harris were camera shy.

PHOTO BY JACK HALCHAK
Among the women, Stacey 
Morris was closest to the 
pin and had the longest 
drive.

PHOTO BY JACK HALCHAK
Robert Kuhn was closest to 
the pin among the men.
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Annual Sullivan Cup Golf Tournament

es from the cup. Stacey also 
had the longest drive on 
number 16.

As for the men, Richard 
Saline had the longest drive 
on the 16th hole, and Rob-
ert Kuhn was 16 feet four 
inches from the cup on the 
7th hole for closest to the 
pin.

Bill was defiantly looking 
down on us with such a fine 
day.

Thank you to all our “Tee 
Box’ sponsors and those 
that donated prizes for the 
raffle.
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