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Catskill Film Festival at HPAC
by John Conway

HURLEYVILLE—The 
sixth annual Catskill Inter-
national Film Festival will 
be coming to Hurleyville 
this month, and organizers 
are promising a “carefully 
curated lineup” that will 
provide attendees with an 
experience “that feels both 
elevated and alive.”

“In 2026, CIFF is dou-
bling down on what makes 
a film festival unforget-
table: not just the films 
on screen, but the atmo-
sphere, energy, and sense 
of discovery that sur-
rounds them,” organizers 
said. “Set against the back-
drop of the beautiful Hur-
leyville Performing Arts 
Centre, this year’s festival 
is being shaped as a fully 
immersive three-day expe-
rience—one designed with 
intention, depth, and the 
kind of momentum that 
keeps audiences, artists, 
and industry guests en-

gaged from opening night 
to final curtain.”

Film festival organizers 
say that “guided by attend-
ee feedback and filmmaker 
priorities, the 2026 edition 
places its focus where it 
matters most: meaningful 
connection, dynamic con-
versation, artistic celebra-
tion, and bold contempo-
rary cinema.” 

According to the fes-
tival’s website, “guests 
can expect red carpet 
premieres, screening pro-
grams, filmmaker Q&As, 
panel discussions, work-
shops, and industry net-
working events—all de-
signed to create not just a 
schedule, but a true festi-
val ecosystem. Each of-
ficial selection is chosen 
through a competitive re-
view process led by CIFF’s 
programming team, with 
selected works presented 
to engaged audiences and 
film industry representa-
tives in an environment 

built to champion discov-
ery and conversation.

“At its core, CIFF re-
mains committed to creat-
ing a space where emerg-
ing voices and established 
filmmakers can meet on 
equal creative ground: a 
platform that celebrates 
artistic excellence, invites 
meaningful audience en-
gagement, and opens the 
door to real professional 
opportunity.

“In 2026, CIFF isn’t 
simply presenting films—
it’s creating the kind of 
festival experience that 
stays with you long after 
the credits roll.”

The weekend will feature 
45 movies, including the 
world premiere of Charles 
Marinaro’s “Where the 
High Ends,” and the ac-
claimed Catskills boxing 
documentary, “Ringside in 
the Mountains.”  

Mr. Molinaro’s feature 
film is his seventh, com-
ing on the heels of his ac-

claimed “Mantra,” which 
took viewers to outer 
space.

“I wanted to create 
something much more 
grounded— something 
where audiences could 
connect deeply with the 
characters and their ex-
periences,” he says of his 
new feature. “Where the 
High Ends takes you on a 
crazy journey. It will make 
you laugh, break your 
heart, and, ultimately, give 
you hope.

“The story was inspired 
by people in my life who 
have struggled with ad-
diction. However, the 
film isn’t only about those 
who are addicted; it is 
also about the innocent 
people around them who 
are ultimately affected by 
their decisions. Growing 
up, drugs were present in 
my household, and many 
of my close friends have 
spent time in jail because 
of drug-related crimes. I 

often think about how dif-
ferent life might have been 
if I had taken a different 
path. Those experiences 
deeply influenced the sto-
ry I wanted to tell.”

Among the other movies 
being promoted as part of 
the festival are, “Mob to 
the Movies,” ‘The Last 
Rooster,” “Something 
Pointless,” and “The Pic-
ture.” 

The festival runs from 
October 9 thru October 
11, and the opening night 
is already sold out. More 
information is available at 
the website, catskillinter-
nationalfilmfestival.com.

The Hurleyville Per-
forming Arts Centre will 
close on October 31, end-
ing more than a decade 
of culturally significant 
programming from films 
and family events to ed-
ucational classes. In a 
statement announcing the 
closing last month, HPAC 
founder Janet Carrus em-

phasized ““We are grate-
ful to all those who came 
through our doors.”

The Center for Discov-
ery has announced that is 
will take over some as-
pects of HPAC’s opera-
tion and continue some of 
its programs. But the film 
festival’s future is not en-
sured.

“As far as wherever the 
future takes us, we are al-
ways open to suggestions 
and new possibilities,” 
Mr. Marinaro said. “Over 
the years, the festival has 
been held at various ven-
ues throughout the county, 
including the Rivoli The-
atre, the Seelig Theatre, 
the Paramount Theatre in 
Middletown, as well as 
online. Our goal has al-
ways been to find venues 
that share and complement 
the values of our festival.

“For me, HPAC is a 
match made in cinematic 
heaven.”

MONTICELLO – The Sul-
livan County Board of Elec-
tions is encouraging local 
registered Republican voters 
to serve as paid election in-
spectors on Election Day, 
November 3.

“State law requires every 
poll site to have a sufficient 
number of inspectors from 
the major political parties,” 
explained Pamela Murran, 
the Republican Commis-
sioner of the Board of Elec-
tions. “We have the neces-
sary number of Democratic 
voters signed up – we need 
more Republicans in order to 
properly staff our 33 polling 
locations in November.”

More Republican elections 
inspectors are specifically 
sought in the townships of 
Callicoon, Fallsburg, Fre-
mont, Neversink, Thompson 
and Tusten.

“Election inspectors are 
a vital part of the democrat-

ic process,” added Dean-
na Senyk, the Democratic 
Commissioner of the Board 
of Elections. “They prepare 
the polling place for voting, 
set up the voting equipment, 
sign in and process voters, 
close the polling place, can-
vass and report the results, 
and assist voters, if request-
ed.”

Inspectors must be at least 
17 years old and registered 
to vote in Sullivan County 
as either a Democrat or Re-
publican. The County Board 
of Elections provides train-
ing and support, including 
paying inspectors $40 to take 
the half-day class and $300 
to serve a full day at their as-
signed polling location.

To ask questions or sign 
up to become an election in-
spector, contact the Sullivan 
County Board of Elections at 
845-807-0400 or SCBOE@
sullivanny.gov.

LIBERTY – With 540 
reported cases of measles 
across 36 counties in neigh-
boring Pennsylvania, the 
Sullivan County Department 
of Public Health is closely 
and actively monitoring the 
spread of this contagious dis-
ease.

“Our Epidemiology and 
Disease Surveillance team 
maintains ongoing surveil-
lance and is in regular com-
munication with the NYS 
Department of Health regard-
ing emerging risks, guidance, 
and any activity that may im-
pact Sullivan County,” says 
Public Health Director Dr. 
Jessie Moore. “Our clinical 
and outreach teams also mon-

itor local measles-mumps-ru-
bella (MMR) vaccine cover-
age and maintain vaccination 
access.” 

Measles is not just a con-
cern for children. Adults who 
are unsure of their immunity 
status should speak with their 
healthcare provider about 
whether immunity testing (ti-
ters) or MMR vaccination is 
appropriate.

Should a suspected case or 
exposure occur in Sullivan 
County, Public Health stands 
ready to immediately investi-
gate, conduct contact tracing, 
coordinate testing, provide 
treatment and vaccinations, 
and notify the community.

“Public health emergency 

preparedness is intentional-
ly integrated across our pro-
grams rather than operating 

as a stand-alone function,” 
adds Dr. Moore. “This al-
lows epidemiology, nursing, 
clinical services, outreach, 
communications, and leader-
ship to respond collectively 
and immediately based on 
the needs of an event, with 
continued coordination and 
guidance from the NYS De-
partment of Health.”

For more information on 
measles in New York State, 
visit www.health.ny.gov/dis-
eases/communicable/mea-
sles. To learn more about 
Public Health and the ser-
vices it offers, visit www.
sullivanny.gov/Departments/
Publichealth.

LIBERTY – If you have 
considered working with 
or teaching young children, 
there is no better time to start! 
Sullivan County needs child-
care throughout the county!

 According to The U.S. 
Census Bureau, the popu-
lation estimate as of July 1, 
2023, is 79,920 people in 
Sullivan County. 6.1% of 
the county’s population are 
children under the age of 5 
(US Census Bureau, 2010). 
Making the under 5 popula-
tion in Sullivan County, 4795 
children. The current number 
of infant / toddler childcare 

spots available in Sullivan 
County is 1129. The bottom 
line is Sullivan County chil-
dren and current providers 
NEED your assistance as 
childcare is filled with wait-
ing lists.

 Consider working from 
home and teaching children. 
You can run your own small 
business from home while 
contributing to and support-
ing the working families in 
Sullivan County! 

If you’re worried about 
start-up cost, we may be 
able to assist in supply costs 
through our Infant/Tod-

dler program. Most training 
courses through our agency 
are FREE for Sullivan Coun-
ty providers!!! Please contact 
the Sullivan County Child 
Care Council for step-by-step 
assistance with the applica-
tion process, business aspect 
of your program, as well as 
the programs and resources 
available when your program 
is established.

The Sullivan County Child 
Care Council, Inc. has deter-
mined an immediate need for 
Infant and Toddler childcare 
based on our referral services:

• County wide - of 44 in-

quiries 31 were for Infant and 
Toddler care

• Requests for Infant and 
Toddler care through our 
agency have been made 
mainly for Fallsburg, Liberty 
and Monticello 

• Most of our providers 
have no infant or toddler 
spots available

For more information 
please visit our website: sc-
childcare.com, The Office of 
Children and Family Services 
at  https://ocfs.ny.gov/main/
childcare/becomeaprovider.
asp , or give our office a call 
at (845) 292-7166.

HURLEYVILLE—The 
Sullivan County Historical 
Society will hold its annu-
al dinner at the Rockland 
House in Roscoe this year, 
on Sunday, October 18. The 
event begins with a social 
hour at 2 p.m.

In addition to the custom-
ary election and installation 
of officers for the upcoming 
year, the SCHS will be pre-
senting its annual History 
Maker and History Preserver 
awards at the dinner.

The Beaverkill Chap-
ter of the National Society 

Daughters of the American 
Revolution will receive this 
year’s History Maker award. 
The Beaverkill chapter was 
founded in 1917, and that 
first year busied itself by 
providing food and supplies 
to the soldiers guarding the 
railroad bridges in Sullivan 
County against sabotage as 
World War I raged in Eu-
rope. The chapter has been 
actively involved ever since 
in carrying out the Nation-
al Society’s three-pronged 
approach of historical, edu-
cational and patriotic advo-

cacy.
Fort Delaware Muse-

um of Colonial History in 
Narrowsburg, NY, a living 
history museum founded 
by former Sullivan County 
Historian James W. Bur-
bank in 1957 and currently 
operated by the Barryville 
based nonprofit history edu-
cation group, The Delaware 
Company, has been named 
this year’s recipient of the 
History Preserver Award. 
Fort Delaware, featured last 
fall in the Ken Burns PBS 
six-part documentary, The 

American Revolution, wraps 
up its 2026 season on Octo-
ber 11.

The Sullivan County His-
torical Society was founded 
in 1886 “in order to preserve 
the history of Sullivan Coun-
ty for the enlightenment of 
future generations.” It is 
based at the Sullivan County 
Museum at 265 Main Street 
in Hurleyville. Ticket reser-
vations for the dinner must 
be made by October 8. Con-
tact SCHS president Suzanne 
Cecil at scecil@scnyhistory.
org for more information.

LIBERTY-- The Sullivan 
County Department of Public 
Health is reminding residents 
to use caution around bats 
and other wildlife after a bat 
from the Grahamsville area 
in the Town of Neversink 
tested positive for rabies.

This marks the second 
laboratory-confirmed rabid 
animal associated with a po-
tential human exposure in 
Sullivan County this year. 
(These numbers represent 
only animals that were avail-
able for laboratory testing 
following an incident involv-
ing a person and should not 
be interpreted as the total 
amount of rabies circulating 
among wildlife in the Coun-
ty.)

Bat Encounters Require 
Special Attention

Bat exposures can some-
times be difficult to recog-
nize because their teeth are 
very small, and a bite or 
scratch may not be readily 
apparent. Anyone who has 
had direct contact with a bat, 
wakes up to find a bat in the 
room where they were sleep-
ing, or discovers a bat in a sit-
uation where contact cannot 
be reliably ruled out should 
contact Sullivan County De-
partment of Public Health for 
guidance.

Do not attempt to catch 
a bat with your bare hands. 
If the bat can be safely con-
tained without direct con-
tact, do not release it until 
you have spoken with Public 
Health. Testing the animal 
may help determine whether 
rabies post-exposure treat-
ment is necessary.

Anyone who has been bit-
ten, scratched, or may have 
had contact with a bat or oth-
er potentially rabid animal 
should wash the affected area 
thoroughly with soap and 
water and contact Sullivan 
County Department of Pub-
lic Health for guidance: 845-
292-5910.

Rabies is Present in New 
York Wildlife

Rabies occurs throughout 
New York State and is most 
commonly identified in wild 

mammals such as bats, rac-
coons, skunks and foxes. An 
animal infected with rabies 
may behave aggressively 
or unusually, lose its nor-
mal fear of people, stagger 
or have difficulty walking, 
become partially paralyzed, 
have difficulty swallowing, 
or drool excessively. Howev-
er, an animal does not need to 
appear sick or aggressive to 
have rabies.

Residents should avoid un-
necessary contact with wild-
life and teach children never 
to touch or approach wild or 
unfamiliar animals.

Protect Your Pets
Keeping pets vaccinated 

against rabies protects both 
animals and the people who 
live with them. 

Residents should:
• Keep dogs, cats and fer-

rets current on their rabies 
vaccinations. 

• Keep pets indoors or 
supervised, particularly at 
night. 

• Do not allow pets to roam 
freely or interact with wild-
life. 

• Do not attempt to sep-
arate fighting animals with 
your bare hands. 

• Contact a veterinarian 
and Public Health if a pet has 
contact with a potentially ra-
bid animal. 

Free Rabies Vaccination 
Clinics Coming

Watch for announcements 
regarding Sullivan Coun-
ty Department of Public 
Health’s free rabies vaccina-
tion clinics. For more infor-
mation, please contact the 
Sullivan County Department 
of Public Health at 845-292-
5910.

Republican Election 
Inspectors Needed

Board of Elections Has Full Complement 
of Democratic Inspectors

MONITORING MEASLES A Word from Public Health

Child Care Providers Needed

HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL DINNER OCTOBER 18

Second Local Bat Tests 
Positive for Rabies
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Sullivan County Public 
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are open for exploration on 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., or by appointment.

Guided tours of the Muse-
um…behind the scenes and 
regular exhibits…are avail-
able. There is no charge for 
the hour-long tours but reg-
istration is required. Please 
call 845-434-8044 to make a 
reservation.

Sullivan County memora-
bilia and books describing 
the history of Sullivan Coun-
ty are always available at the 
Museum gift shop.

The Museum, located at 
265 Main Street in Hur-
leyville, is open on Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., and on Sun-
day from 1 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Admission is free. Donations 
to meet the increasing cost of 
operating the museum are al-
ways appreciated.

You can visit the Sullivan 
County Historical Society 
and Museum at www.scny-
history.org or on Facebook.

 
COLUMBIA HILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD 

ALLIANCE (CHNA)
The members of CHNA are 

committed to their mission of 
demanding responsible and 
sustainable development. 
The group has met regularly 
since 2012 in order to be pre-
pared for when the developer 
of the proposed Gan Eden 
Estates project on Columbia 
Hill appears again before the 
Town of Thompson Planning 
Board. The group meets at 
7 p.m. on the fourth Tues-
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The Inquiring Photographer
by Heather Gibson

Q. Are you looking forward to going back to school?

Maureen: “I’m 

Patrick Maxwell, Age 5, BCES

Maureen Maxwell, Age 17,
FCHS

Jacqueline Maxwell, Age 15,
FCHS

“No. 

a pretty nice arm to throw a football.”

“

BCES

house.”

Madelyne Maxwell,
Age 6, BCES
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Hamlet Happenings
by Kathleen Sullivan

The informational booth manned by the Columbia Hill Neighbor-
hood Alliance was particularly busy during the festival.

There were many familiar faces among the 300 plus attendees.

The many activities for kids at this year’s What The Hill Festival in-
cluded this giant inflatable slide provided by Partymaster.

On Saturday, September 17th
the Woodsongs Coffeehouse
will present Rock-Americana
artist MiZ at the Sullivan County
Museum.
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HURLEYVILLE- 
SULLIVAN FIRST (HSF)

The volunteers in Hur-
leyville-Sullivan First con-
tinue to work on the mainte-
nance of the group’s projects. 
They also work with local 
community groups and busi-
nesses on the ongoing revi-
talization and beautification 
of “the liveliest little hamlet 
in the mountains”. 

Please visit www.hurleyvil-
leny.com for more informa-
tion about Hurleyville-Sulli-
van First. You can also visit 
Hurleyville-Sullivan First on 
Facebook.

HURLEYVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH
The Bread of Life Food 

Pantry at the church will be 
open on Thursday, October 
22 and on Thursday, Octo-
ber 29 from 3 until 4:45 p.m. 
Visitors to the food pantry are 
asked to please bring their 
own bags or boxes. 

The Regional Food Bank 
will hold a mass distribution 
“Thanksgiving Give-away” 
at the Sullivan County Gov-
ernment Center on Saturday, 
November 21.

Visitors to the food pantry 
will have to provide proof 
of their address and proof of 
residency for the members 
of their household…leases, 
shelter forms, mail addressed 
to the visitor and children’s 
school records.

The food pantry has been 
serving the community since 
September, 2000. The need 
is much greater today and the 
cost of providing food for the 
food pantry has increased sig-
nificantly. More than 70 fam-
ilies are served each week.

The volunteers at the food 
pantry always appreciate the 
support of the community. 
Anyone interested in donat-
ing, volunteering or holding a 
food drive to support the food 
pantry can contact Lonnie at 
845-798-4809.

The church is holding an 
“All You Can Eat Buffet” on 
Saturday, October 24 from 
4:30 until 6:30 p.m. Admis-
sion is $15 for adults and $10 
for children aged 5-12. There 
is no charge for children 4 
and under.

The whole family is in-
vited to come join the fun at 
“Messy Church” on Saturday, 
October 10 from 12:30 until 
2:30 p.m. The family-friend-
ly event will feature pumpkin 
painting and a pizza party. 

Everyone is invited to par-
ticipate in “Prayers in Person” 
at the church every Thursday 
from 10 a.m. – noon and from 
5:30 – 7 p.m.

Sunday services at the 
church begin at 9 a.m. Chil-
dren of all ages are invited to 
attend Sunday school at the 
church during services.

The church members wel-
come Pastor Bette Sohm and 
Assistant Pastor Riot Muel-
ler. Sermons are delivered on 
Facebook at 11 a.m. on Sun-
days.

You can pray with oth-

ers over the phone on the 
church’s prayer line on Sun-
days from 7:00pm – 8:00pm. 
The prayer line phone num-
ber is 605-472-5491 and the 
access code is 251678. 

Volunteers at the church 
are collecting socks, gloves, 
hats, underwear and diapers 
for children in foster care. 
They are also gathering pa-
per goods for Preventive Ser-
vices. This county program 
supports parents in their ef-
forts to keep their children 
safe and healthy in their own 
homes. Please contact Cook-
ie at 845-428-5871 or Goldie 
at 845-467-1641 for more in-
formation.

You can visit the church’s 
page on Facebook for more 
information on services and 
activities at the church.

THE SULLIVAN 
COUNTY MUSEUM AND 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The 2026 Sullivan Coun-
ty Historical Society Annual 
Meeting and Awards Dinner 
will be held on October 16 at 
the Rockland House in Ros-
coe. The annual dinner is the 
major fundraiser for the soci-
ety.

Each year the society hon-
ors individuals or groups that 
symbolize the stated mission 
of the society...the preserva-
tion of Sullivan County histo-
ry for future generations. This 
year Fort Delaware Museum 
will be honored as “2026 His-
tory Preserver” at the dinner. 
The Beaverkill Chapter of the 
National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
will be honored as “2026 His-
tory Maker”. 

A drawing for a basket 
raffle, “Catskill’s Best: Pro-
visions, Pours, and Lucky 
Draws” will be held at the 
dinner. The basket has been 
beautifully designed and do-
nated by Elsie Kopcha. 

Please call 845-434-8044 
or email scecil@scnyhistory.
org for information on plac-
ing an ad in the dinner journal 
or purchasing a raffle ticket 

The volunteers at the Mu-
seum work on a variety of 
activities including research, 
archives, historical exhibits 
and special events.  Anyone 
interested in exploring gene-
alogy and the history of life 
in Sullivan County can con-
tact the Museum for informa-
tion on volunteering…info@
scnyhistory.org.

The historical and ge-
nealogical archives at the 
Sullivan County Museum 

The following is an opin-
ion piece, and does not 
necessarily reflect the 
opinions of this newspaper, 
its publisher or its staff. 
The Hurleyville Sentinel 
will happily print opposing 
or supporting views as they 
are received.

Dear Friends 
and Neighbors

For nearly three years, 
the properties at 40 and 44 
Church Road in Mountain-
dale have been the subject 
of public meetings, neigh-
borhood concerns, code en-
forcement questions, zoning 
hearings, and Planning Board 
review. What began as ques-
tions about illegal construc-
tion at a former bungalow 
colony eventually evolved 
into an application to merge 
the two parcels and convert 
the property into a seasonal 
religious school with  dormi-
tories, classrooms, and relat-
ed facilities.

Throughout this process, 
residents attended meeting 
after meeting, raising con-
cerns about traffic, water 
and sewer capacity, emer-
gency access, neighborhood 
character, noise, lighting, 
and compliance with local 
zoning requirements. The 
project generated extensive 
public discussion, with both 
supporters and opponents ex-
pressing their views.

On June 29, 2026, the 
Town of Fallsburg Planning 
Board approved the project’s 
site plan, special use permit, 
and lot merger. Shortly af-
terward, students arrived at 
the property for the summer 
season.

Now, this approval is be-
ing challenged in New York 
State Supreme Court. Falls-
burg’s Future along a neigh-
boring property owner Opal 
Hoyt, have filed a proceeding 
under Article 78 of the New 
York Civil Practice Law and 
Rules, asking the court to re-
view whether the Town fol-
lowed state law and its own 
local code before approving 
the project.

What Is an Article 78 
Proceeding?

An Article 78 proceeding 
is a legal process that allows 

a court to review decisions 
made by government agen-
cies and determine whether 
those decisions were made 
according to law. The court 
examines whether an agency 
followed the required pro-
cedures, acted within its au-
thority, considered the appro-
priate evidence, and reached 
a decision that was not ar-
bitrary or capricious. In this 
case, the petition does not ask 
the court to decide whether a 
religious school should ex-
ist at Church Road. Rather, 
it asks whether the Planning 
Board and Building De-
partment followed the legal 
procedures required before 
approving the project. The 
respondents named in the 
proceeding will have an op-
portunity to respond to these 
allegations, and the court will 
ultimately determine whether 
the approvals complied with 
the law.

The Petition’s Main 
Claims

1. Alleged Failure to Com-
ply with SEQRA

The largest portion of the 
petition focuses on New 
York’s State Environmental 
Quality Review Act (SE-
QRA), the law that governs 
environmental review be-
fore government agencies 
approve projects. The peti-
tion alleges that the Planning 
Board did not take the legally 
required “hard look” at the 
potential environmental im-
pacts before issuing a Nega-
tive Declaration, a determi-
nation that the project would 
not result in any significant 
adverse environmental im-
pacts requiring a more exten-
sive environmental review 
According to the petition, 
the Planning Board approved 
the project without adequate-
ly evaluating issues such as: 
traffic impacts, water sup-
ply capacity, sewer system 
capacity, noise, community 
character and the intensity of 
the change in land use.

The petition also alleges 
that the Short Environmental 
Assessment Form (SEAF) 
submitted by the applicant 
was incomplete and con-
tained unanswered or inac-
curate sections. It further 
states that Fallsburg’s Future 
submitted Freedom of Infor-
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HAVE FOOD, FUN, 
AND BE TRIVIAL

HURLEYVILLE – Get 
ready for a fun afternoon at 
Casa Mia Restaurant, 205 
Main Street in Hurleyville, 
for the Kiwanis of Wo-
odridge’s annual “Trivia for 
a Cause.”

The date is October 17 
from 1 – 4 p.m.  Doors open 
at Noon.  	

Experience the fun and 
frivolity! Harness that brain 
power! There will be a Door 
Prize, a 50/50, and great Raf-
fles to partake in. tickets are 
$30 per person, including a 
wonderful lunch and deli-
cious dessert, as well as entry 
for the Door Prize. Space is 
limited, so please get signed 
up no later than October 5 to 

be assured a seat.  
Proceeds from this fund-

raiser will go to assist stu-
dents and families throughout 
the Fallsburg Central School 
District, which includes por-
tions of the towns of Liberty, 
Neversink, and Thompson, 
as well as Fallsburg.

Registration for the event 
may be made by sending your 
check for $30 each, along 
with each person’s name(s), 
address, and phone #’s, to:  
Kiwanis of Woodridge, P.O. 
Box 722, Woodridge, New 
York 12789.  

Questions may be direct-
ed to Dawn at dawnkpln@
yahoo.com, or Diane at 
dsenn10151@aol.com.

FROM THE
WEATHER CENTER

by John Simon

What would the month of 
October be without a jug of 
fresh pressed apple cider and 
maybe an apple cider dough-
nut or two (or more)?

But did you ever stop to 
think why apple cider is so 
much associated with Au-
tumn, and October in particu-
lar? It is all about the weather.

According to the website, 
Mountaincider.com, hot apple 
cider is one of the most popu-
lar drinks in the country and it 
has a deeper history than you 
might expect. And as noted 
by another website, summer-
stirs.com, cider is best made 
in the fall because of peak 
apple availability, and that is 
dictated, at least in part, by the 
weather.

Cool temperatures and a 
rich soil help create a boun-
tiful harvest of apples in the 
fall. The season’s more stable 
weather patterns also support 
efficient production. Because 
of that, the tradition of mak-
ing and sharing cider is deeply 
woven into the fabric of Au-
tumn celebrations throughout 
the world.

Since we are celebrating 
America’s 250th birthday this 

year, it might be interesting 
to add that in 18th-century 
America, apple cider was the 
most popular everyday bev-
erage, consumed by people 
of all ages and social classes 
as a safer alternative to water, 
which was often deemed un-
safe.

Founding figures like John 
Adams started each day with 
a tankard of cider, Thomas 
Jefferson grew specialized ci-
der apples at Monticello, and 
George Washington famously 
used 144 gallons of hard ci-
der to win over voters during 
his campaign for the Virginia 
House of Burgesses. 

As iemigration from Ger-
many and Eastern Europe to 
the U.S. increased in the 19th 
century, cider’s popularity be-
gan to wane, as the new cit-
izens’ taste for beer began to 
take hold. Nonetheless, cider, 
both hard and non-alcoholic 
remains a popular drink, espe-
cially in October!

John “the Weatherman” Si-
mon writes a regular column 
on weather for The Sentinel. He 
lives in Hurleyville.

APPLE CIDER IS A FALL DRINK 
BECAUSE OF THE WEATHER

day of each month at the 
Hurleyville Firehouse. The 
meeting is open to all resi-
dents of the community.

The proposed project will 
endanger the community and 
the environment in so many 
ways including:

• Scope of the project – 534 
townhouses, 89 buildings, 
community center, pool, 
athletic courts and fields, 
400,000-gallon water tank, 
over 2 miles of interior roads

• Threat to municipal and 
private water supply – pri-
mary wells for Gan Eden are 
in the Town of Fallsburg

• Harmful effect on neigh-
boring wells as far away as 
Mongaup Road

• Adverse effect on neigh-
boring wetlands and wildlife

• The development is in the 
Hurleyville Fire District. The 
Hurleyville Fire Department 
will be responsible for the 
protection of lives and prop-
erties at the development.

• Destructive effects of 
runoff – flooding on Main 
Street, Columbia Drive and 
Mongaup Road, danger to 
downhill wells, flooding of 
Congregation Anschei Cem-
etery

• Wastewater treatment 
plant discharge via a ditch, 
not a pipe – a threat to resi-
dences, Fallsburg town wells, 
Congregation Anschei Cem-
etery, the Hurleyville Rod 
and Gun Club

• Wastewater treatment 
plant failure – a threat to resi-
dences, Fallsburg town wells, 
Congregation Anschei Cem-
etery, the Hurleyville Rod 
and Gun Club

• Questionable structural 
integrity of on-site dam with 
3-acre pond

• Electric capacity
• Threat to air quality
• Hazards of increased traf-

fic
• Potential dangers of en-

trances to the development
Visit CHNA on Facebook 

to learn how you can help to 
protect your environment and 
your community.

mation Law (FOIL) requests 
seeking SEQRA documents, 
including Parts 2 and 3 of the 
environmental review pro-
cess, and that, at the time the 
petition was filed, those docu-
ments had not been produced 
or confirmed to exist. The pe-
tition argues that if those doc-
uments were never complet-
ed, the Planning Board could 
not have fully complied with 
SEQRA before issuing its 
Negative Declaration.

2. Alleged Failure to Fol-
low the Town Code

The second claim focuses 
on the Town of Fallsburg’s 
own zoning and planning 
regulations. The petition ar-
gues that the Planning Board 
is required to ensure that ap-
proved developments pro-
mote the health, safety, and 
welfare of the community 
and maintain a harmonious 
relationship with surrounding 
land uses. According to the 
petition, that standard was 
not met. It points to concerns 
discussed during Planning 
Board and Zoning Board 
meetings involving traffic, 
roadway safety, water and 
sewer infrastructure, emer-
gency access, and neighbor-
hood character.

 The petition also referenc-
es findings previously made 
by the Town’s Zoning Board 
of Appeals during the area 
variance process, in which 
the Zoning Board concluded 
that the project would cre-
ate an undesirable change in 
neighborhood character and 
have an adverse impact on 
the surrounding area. Fall-
sburg’s Future argues that 
these findings should have 
been carefully addressed be-

fore the project received final 
approval.

3. Alleged Improper Issu-
ance of Building Permits

The third claim concerns 
the Building Department. 
According to the petition, 
multiple building permits 
were issued before the Plan-
ning Board approved the re-
quired site plan.

The petition argues that 
the Town Code does not per-
mit building permits to be 
issued for projects requiring 
site plan approval until that 
approval has been granted. 
Because of this, the petition 
asks the court to invalidate 
those permits if it determines 
that the Planning Board’s ap-
proval itself was unlawful.

Why Water and Sewer 
Capacity Play Such a Large 
Role

A recurring theme through-
out the petition is the Town’s 
water and wastewater infra-
structure. The petition cites 
Planning Board meeting dis-
cussions, engineering reports, 
the Town’s 2018 Compre-
hensive Plan, the recent Sul-
livan County assessment of 
potable water and wastewa-
ter infrastructure, and prior 
reports concerning seasonal 
water shortages and waste-
water capacity. According to 
the petition, these materials 
raise questions about wheth-
er sufficient capacity exists 
to accommodate additional 
demand and whether those 
questions should have been 
evaluated more thorough-
ly during the environmental 
review process. The petition 
also notes statements made 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5



WURTSBORO – The 
Borscht Belt Historical 
Marker Project will close its 
2026 season with the dedi-
cation of its 20th historic 
marker on Sunday, October 
18, celebrating the histories 
of Wurtsboro, Spring Glen, 
and Highview.

The celebration begins 
at 2 p.m.., at the Mamakat-
ing Historical Society, 
136 Summitville Road in 
Wurtsboro, where the new-
est marker will join a grow-
ing trail of permanent his-
torical markers stretching 
across the Catskills.

The afternoon will cele-
brate the people, places, ho-
tels and communities that 
shaped tourism in this part 
of Sullivan County, and 
helped build the Catskills 
into one of the country’s 
great resort regions.

The dedication will fea-
ture remarks from Judi 
Kirschenbaum, daughter 
of legendary Borscht Belt 
comedian Freddie Roman, 
and Gary Dan, historian 
and family descendant con-
nected to the Shawanga 
Lodge.

At 3 p.m., historian Alex 
Prizgintas will present “A 
Look at Sullivan County 
Before the Borscht Belt,” 

an illustrated look at the 
area’s early tourism history 
and the evolution of its re-
sort culture.

Following the lecture, 
selections from Peter Da-
vis’s rare 1986 documen-
tary film, “The Rise and 
Fall of the Borscht Belt,” 
will screen, offering a visu-
al window into the people 
and places that defined the 
Catskills resort era.

Visitors can also explore 

the Mamakating Histori-
cal Society’s exhibits and 
archival materials, with a 
hot dog cart, drinks, and 
light bites available for pur-
chase. A raffle will also be 
held during the afternoon.

A Milestone for the 
Marker Project

With 20 markers now in-
stalled across the Catskills, 
the project has created a 
large-scale public history 
trail connecting communi-
ties, places, and stories that 
otherwise would have little 
or no visible presence in the 
landscape. Each marker fo-
cuses on a particular town 

or place, but the histories 
extend far beyond a single 
site, encompassing the peo-
ple, families, hotels, bunga-
low colonies, businesses, 
and institutions that shaped 
these communities over 
generations.

The October 18 dedica-
tion marks the culmination 
of a busy 2026 season, 
during which the project 
installed five new mark-
ers and curated public 
programs in communities 
across Sullivan County. 
Together, the markers have 
made it possible to encoun-
ter this  history across  the 
Catskills, town by town and 

place by place. The work 
has also brought the proj-
ect into closer contact with 
local historians, families, 
municipalities, cultural or-
ganizations, and people 
with personal connections 
to these places, many of 
whom have contributed 
photographs, documents, 
and stories.

“Twenty markers is a re-
markable thing to look back 
on,” said Marisa Schein-
feld, co-founder and project 
director of the Borscht Belt 
Historical Marker Project. 
“Each one represents a 
story that might otherwise 
disappear. Now, 20 places 
across the Catskills have 
something permanent in 
the landscape, something 
people can encounter and 

learn from.”
“Wurtsboro, Spring Glen 

and Highview felt like the 
right place for our 20th 
marker because the history 
of tourism here goes back 
well before the Borscht 
Belt,” said Isaac Jeffreys, 
co- founder and Visual 
Coordinator of the Mark-
er Project. “You can drive 
through these places today 
and have no idea how much 
was here before. The mark-
er gives people a chance to 
see that history in the land-
scape, and that felt like the 
right way to mark twenty 
and close out the season.”

The project will continue 
beyond its twentieth mark-
er, with plans for addition-
al markers and new ways 
for people to encounter the 
trail, including guided ar-
chitectural tours, bus tours, 
public programs, and a 
forthcoming guidebook.

Event Details
Wurtsboro, Spring Glen 

& Highview — 20th His-
toric Marker Dedication 
Sunday, October 18, 2026

Mamakating Historical 
Society, 136 Summitville 
Road, Wurtsboro, NY

2 p.m. — Historic Marker 
Dedication featuring Judy 
Kirschenbaum, daughter of 
Freddie Roman and Gary 
Dan, historian and Shawan-
ga Lodge family descen-
dant.

3 p.m. — Illustrated 
Historical Lecture: Alex 
Prizgintas — “A Look at 
Sullivan County Before the 
Borscht Belt
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THE OPPORTUNITY AND THE CHALLENGE

“Consider the turtle. 
Perchance you have wor-
ried yourself — despaired 
of the world— meditat-
ed the end of life — & all 
things seemed rushing to 
destruction —But nature 
has steadily & serenely ad-
vanced at a turtle’s pace—”

 - From Thoreau’s Jour-
nal; August 26, 1856

***

Early in September, baby 
turtles the size of quarters 
scatter along Hurleyville’s 
Rail Trail like loose change. 
They’re right on sched-
ule. It’s been three months 
since the spring migrations, 
when the female turtles lay 
their eggs.

Back in June, I encoun-
tered a mother turtle down 
a side path, nestled among 
the willow branches. She 
didn’t stir as I drew near. 
Our local turtles will move 
with surprising alacrity 
when they sense our ap-
proach, disappearing into 
the brush or, if they’re 
afloat on the pond, diving 
into the depths when we 
gaze at them too intently 
from the shore. But this one 
only pulled further into her 
shell and held her ground, 
which she had scooped out 
to make a concave nest for 
the eggs. I withdrew and 
left her to her task.

When I went back a few 
days later, she was gone and 
the spot was indistinguish-
able from the surrounding 
ground. She’d covered the 
eggs with soil, tamped it 
down to form a protective 
layer, and headed back to 
the pond. Her maternal la-
bor was over; she wouldn’t 
return.

The eggs incubate for 
three months. When they 
hatch, the babies are on 
their own. 

“June —July —August 
—the tortoise eggs are 
hatching — a few inches 
below the surface in the 
sandy fields… What events 
have transpired on the lit & 
airy surface 3 inches above 
them! They underlie this 
turmoil — You go to India 
and back & the turtle eggs 
in your field are still un-
hatched.” – Thoreau, Ibid.

***

To make their exit, the 
hatchlings engage in an 
exceptional bout of team-
work. They form two tiers; 
the upper scrapes away at 
the dirt above; the lower 
packs down the loosened 
soil, raising the ground lev-
el so they can dig higher. It 
can take as long as a week 
till they finally emerge.

Their little underground 

chamber is evocative of 
both a womb and a tomb. 
It’s an untended nest, yet 
the turtles’ exit reminds 
me of nothing so much as 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer 
digging herself out of her 
grave. And what do they 
experience when they fi-
nally encounter the world? 
Is the air sweet to them?  
Do they relish their first 
glimpse of sun or moon?  
Or is their exclusive focus 
on returning to the pond? 

“How many worthy men 
have died and had their fu-
neral sermons preached — 
since I saw the mother tur-
tle bury her eggs here. They 
contained liquid then, they 
are now turtles… What’s a 
summer? time for a turtle’s 
eggs to hatch.” – 

Thoreau, Ibid.

***

Once loosed in the pond, 
should they paddle past 
their parents, they won’t 
recognize or be recognized 
by them. D. H. Lawrence, 
in his series of tortoise po-
ems, was bemused by the 
looseness of tortoise fami-
ly connections, the mutual 
indifference of parents and 
offspring: “It’s no use my 
saying to him in an emo-
tional voice: / ‘This is your 
Mother, she laid you when 
you were an egg.’” Perhaps 
Lawrence admired them in 
this!

Observing the tiny turtles 
making their way toward 
the water is heartening. 
They’re guided by mag-
netoreception, an internal 
GPS that aligns with the 
earth’s magnetic field and 
orients them in space. It’s 
a trait they share with mi-
gratory birds. That these 
smallest and most vulner-
able creatures are woven 
into the fabric of the larg-
est planetary forces, in one 
continuous proprioceptive 
loop, gives one a measure 
of hope. Their sensory 
spectrum extends beyond 
ours; their sense of time 
is deeper than ours; they 
open us to the prospect of 
a world that lies outside 
human control, and there’s 
hope to be derived from 
that.

“Has not the tortoise 
also learned the true val-
ue of time? So is the turtle 
developed— fitted to en-
dure… Has not the great 
world existed for them as 
much as for you?” – Tho-
reau, Ibid. 

.
Jonathan Shimkin, writer 
and editor, may be con-
tacted at jonathanshim-
kin@gmail.com, or via his 
website: jonathanshimkin.
weebly.com.

Out Divine
Corners Way

by Jonathan Shimkin

PHOTO PROVIDED
The Homowack hotel in Spring Glen, one of the larger Mamakating hotels.

BORSCHT BELT HISTORICAL MARKER PROJECT TO CELEBRATE 20TH MARKER 
Honoring Wurtsboro, Spring Glen, High View

by Lily Barrish Levner

FALLSBURG—Bart Char-
low grew up in Fallsburg—his 
family owned the Hotel Irving-
ton in South Fallsburg—and 
after a successful career in the 
business world has drawn upon 
his experiences here to build a 
second career as a writer. With 
two new fiction titles just re-
leased, he recently discussed 
the writing life with us…

 
LB: What Borscht Belt ho-

tel are you connected to?
BC: Our family owned the 

Hotel Irvington in South Fall-
sburg, dead center to “Ho-
tel Row” from the late 1920s 
through early 1970s. That’s af-
ter renting rooms on their farm 
in Woodridge - my grandpar-
ents were among the Borscht 
Belt founders - and operating 
the Hotel Glass (later the Sax-
ony).  Connected isn’t the half 
of it. I was conceived on the 
third floor of the main building 
where my newly married par-

ents and their family lived.
LB: What was it like grow-

ing up inside a Borscht Belt 
hotel?

BC: It was both magical and 
maniacal, to be honest. I wrote 
it all up in my memoirs:  “A 
Catskill Carnival, My Borscht 
Belt Life Lived, Lost and 
Loved”  and the sequel  “Pick-
le Barrel Tales, More Borscht 
Belt BS”.  We lived two lives, 
actually. That short sweet and 
sweaty business of 10 weeks 
in the summer season, then as 
ordinary country kids the rest 
of the year. People have no real 
idea of what goes on behind the 
scenes in a resort. I worked in 
quite a few as I grew up, not 
just our own hotel. Did every-
thing there was: shined shoes, 
delivered mail, busboy, waiter, 
carhop, lifeguard, photographer 
at several of them. Part of one 
summer I worked with “the 
blouse man” among the bunga-
low colonies. You name it we 
did it as kids. We were celebri-
ties at our own hotel, same for 

my classmates who owned their 
family places. I had an ambiv-
alent attitude towards it in my 
teens, later came to treasure it.

LB: How did that experi-
ence eventually find its way 
into your fiction?

BC: After two non-fiction 
books I thought my well of 
stories was running dry, but it 
really wasn’t. If you ask about 
the Catskills anywhere in the 
US people know about the en-
tertainers, even if they don’t 
realize it was the Borscht Belt. 
If you ask actual guests at the 
hotels, they will regale you with 
tales of the food. But what they 
don’t want to talk about is the 
third pillar of the business and 
the culture: the mating game. I 
decided I was going to take that 
on because dating and sex was 
so integral to the real Borscht 
Belt, but didn’t want to “kiss 
and tell” exactly. So, it seemed 
that sometimes the truth is bet-
ter told in fiction. My first nov-
el,  “That Catskill Summer” is 
totally true to the rhythm of a 

vacation season in the golden 
age, and all the places are true 
as well, so it’s a rich description, 
only the characters are made up 
to protect the innocent. It’s hon-
est about relationships on many 
levels, about the changing rules 
in the first flowering of the sex-
ual revolution - the Summer of 
Love. It’s a coming-of-age saga 
in two stages of life.  The se-
quel “This Never Should Have 
Happened” takes the same char-
acters into the modern era, but 
still very much in the Catskills. 

LB: Have you always want-
ed to write novels?

BC: Actually, yes. During 
high school (Fallsburg Cen-
tral) I wrote poetry and finished 
one novella, with three more in 
the works. College and mak-
ing a living pushed my writing 
ambitions aside for decades, 
but retirement gave me the op-
portunity and the challenge. Of 
my four books now out and my 
weekly newspaper art review 
column, the impetus was Patti 
Posner Daboosh’s book about 

her life in the Brickman Hotel. 
Patti pushed me to write my 
own and I haven’t been able to 
stop.

LB: Do you have a writing 
routine?

BC: Not for books. For me it’s 
the same compulsion to write 
day and night from an idea that 
I’ve had all my life. A thought 
has to come out on the com-
puter screen or I won’t be able 
to sleep. Makes my wife nuts! 
For my newspaper columns it’s 
a more disciplined approach. 
For that I have a spreadsheet of 
ideas and contacts planned out 
months in advance. The writing 
is the easier part; the logistics 
take the time.

LB: Are you working on an-
other book?

BC: Yes, the third in my 

“Lived-In Love Series.” Same 
characters as the first two nov-
els, but in the present. I hadn’t 
planned to write any of this; it’s 
that same compulsion.

LB: When you aren’t writ-
ing, what are you doing?

BC: Technically I’m retired 
from over 50 years as a CEO 
and a practicing Therapist, but 
nobody will believe me, be-
cause I still have a small con-
sulting/coaching business, and 
I am also an artist, like all the 
Charlows. I’m a plein air painter 
and I organize a painting group. 
That comes in part from as a 
teen watching my Uncle Julie 
Charlow, former Town Clerk of 
S. Fallsburg, paint landscapes 
on his front porch behind the 
Rivoli Theater. 

LB: When was the last time 

Q&A with Author Bart Charlow you visited the Catskills?
BC: In 2019, just before 

COVID made travel dicey, I 
took my youngest son back to 
see my old stomping grounds. 
My sister and brother-in-law 
drove us around for 4 days 
visiting favorite places, what’s 
left of the Hotel Irvington, the 
graveyard in Glen Wild, Cross-
ways and Old Falls. Then we 
toured what is starting to be 
a revival of recreation in the 
Catskills: fly fishing in Roscoe, 
Villa Roma (which never left), 

Callicoon, Bethel Art Center, 
the Hurleyville Museum, etc. 
It was nice to see something 
coming back to life again. The 
mountains are always beautiful; 
it’s the loss of all that was the 
Borscht Belt that is bittersweet. 
I write my books to keep that 
alive for those who were there 
as well as for those who will 
never get to experience it first 
hand. It’s a way of life that nev-
er was before and will never be 
again.

PHOTO PROVIDED



The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-
ing for help, to fight fire or 
support those that do. We 
even supply all the gear 
and provide all the train-
ing needed, for free. Stop 
by any Monday night and 
find out how you can help.

At the Fire Department’s 
September meeting, Mary 
Ann Geary-Halchak and 
Jamie Decker were made 
Honorary Members of the 
Hurleyville Fire Depart-
ment. This is a great hon-
or for both ladies and we 
welcome them with open 
arms.

At the end of August, the 
fire department traveled to 
Hortonville for the Hor-
tonville Fire Department 
Parade and Field Day. Our 
pumper 11-11 came away 
with the Judge’s Choice 
Award. Then it was on to 
the Sullivan County Vol-
unteer Firefighter’s As-
sociation’s annual Parade 
in Grahamsville. What a 
magnificent day for a pa-
rade. At the awards cer-
emony, the Hurleyville 
Fire Department came 
away with the coveted 
Blue-Ribbon trophy rep-
resenting the best overall 
fire department in the pa-
rade. What a day!

Coming up on Hallow-
een (10/31) is our annual 
pancake breakfast serving 
our famous buckwheat 
pancakes. Serving from 7 
a.m. to noon. Then, later 
on is the annual Halloween 
parade through town. Line 
up is at the Mobile Medic 
building at 5:30 p.m., and 
we march to the firehouse 
for cider, hot chocolate 
and doughnuts.

The fire department 
will be attending Wood-
bourne’s Veteran’s Day 
parade on Saturday, No-
vember 7. Come out and 
support our Veterans.

Also, October 4 – 10 is 
fire prevention week. This 
year’s theme is “Charge 
into Fire Safety: Safe 
Charging Is a Super-
power,” focusing on lith-
ium-ion battery charging 
safety.

The following are key 
messages that support this 
year’s Fire Prevention 
Week theme:

• Use the cord and char-
ger that came with your 
device or ones approved 
by the manufacturer. Us-
ing the wrong charger can 
damage the battery and in-
crease the risk of fire.

• Charge devices on a 
table, desk, or other hard, 
flat surface. Do not charge 
them on beds, couches, 
or under pillows. Devices 
and chargers produce heat 
during normal charging. 
Soft surfaces can trap heat 
and block airflow, which 
can cause the battery to 
overheat.

• Stop using your device 
if it feels very hot, starts to 
swell, is smoking, or has 
a strange smell. These are 
warning signs that the bat-
tery may be damaged or 
failing.

• Unplug your device 
when it is fully charged. 
Do not leave it plugged in 
longer than needed. Leav-
ing a device plugged in too 
long can increase heat and 
stress on the battery.

• Charge larger items 
like e-bikes, scooters, and 
power tools outside and 

GRAHAMSVILLE-- Fall 
is a great time to visit the 
Time and the Valleys Mu-
seum and Depression era 
Catskill Farm with 15 his-
toric buildings where stu-
dents can have fun working 
together to explore an earli-
er time and uncover secrets 
of the past!   

The Time and the Val-
leys Museum on St. Rt. 55 
in Grahamsville, Sullivan 
County is a great place to 
connect students with his-
tory and the environment 
through three different in-
teractive inquiry-based 
K-12 field trips (aligned 
with New York State learn-
ing standards):

1. Water Through History 
(all ages): Students identify 
fossils, handle Native Amer-
ican artifacts and explore 
how waterwheels powered 
19th century industry.

2. 1930s Catskill Farm 
(all ages): Forget pumpkin 
picking!  Bring them to an 
educational Depression Era 
Farm to run around out-
doors between 15 historic 
farm buildings and experi-
ence farm life, explore the 
farm family and discover 
the differences between life 
then and now. 

3. Upstate Water and NYC 
(great for grades 4-9): Stu-
dents explore an interactive 
exhibit on NYC’s Catskill 
water system, learn about 
watersheds, the importance 
of clean water, land takings 
and eminent domain.  

Guided by trained Muse-

um educators, students han-
dle million year old fossils 
and Native American arti-
facts, build tunnels, visit an 
outdoor 1930s farm with 
a farm house, barn, milk 
house and working water-
wheel, experience an inter-
active exhibition on NYC’s 
water supply system, and 
more.  “Students enjoy our 
field trips and have fun 
while working together to 
explore important histori-
cal and environmental con-
cepts.” according to Donna 
Steffens, Museum Director.                                                            

Each of the 2 ½ hour 
programs provide in-depth 
information in fun and ex-
citing ways to stimulates 
student’s learning. Compre-
hensive pre-visit informa-
tion packets and fun activi-
ty sheets are also included. 
Lunch area is provided. 
The programs are avail-
able year-round, Monday 
through Friday, for k to 12th 
grade students (minimum 
15, maximum 100 students 
per day). The cost is $5 
per student with teachers 
and chaperones FREE. Ad-
mission and transportation 
grants are available – please 
inquire! 

For more information on 
the Museum’s field trips, 
please go to www.timean-
dthevalleysmuseum.org.  
For questions or to book a 
field trip, please call Deb-
bie Scanlon, Museum Ed-
ucator at 845 985-7700 or 
email info@timeandtheval-
leysmuseum.org.

by Lily Barrish Levner
MONTICELLO—The 

PrimeTimers of Temple sho-
lom in Monticello have in-
stalled a new president, as El-
len Nesin steps into the role. 

In mid-September at Casa 
Mia restaurant in Hurleyville, 
the torch was passed from 
Paula Schroeder, who held 
the role of president for 19 
years, to Ms. Nessin. Fifty 
people were in attendance. 
Before the luncheon, the ac-
tive group of seniors met 
up for a tour of the Sullivan 
County Museum. 

“My parents were Found-
ers of the PrimeTimers,” Ms. 
Nesin noted. “When I was 
asked by Paula to take on the 
position of President there 
was no hesitation.  I look 
forward to an exciting year 
ahead. The best thing is hav-

ing Paula’s help whenever 
it’s needed.” 

Enthusiasm is high for Ms. 
Nesin, who taught elementa-
ry school in Monticello. The 
PrimeTimers will continue to 
have interesting speakers, ex-
citing programs, occasional 
outings, and fundraising op-
portunities. 

“They are such a wonder-
ful group, and Paula has been 
a gem all these years,” said 
Janice, a waitress at Casa 
Mia.

Ms. Schroeder reciprocat-
ed the sentiment, “As always, 
Janice was our wonderful 
party planner and server.” 

If you’d like to become a 
member of PrimeTimers, an 
active social and fundrais-
ing group primarily for older 
adults, reach out to Temple 
Sholom in Monticello.

For Sale

1914 automobile 
equipped with demountable 
rims, crown fenders, extra 
rim and tire, slip covers, 
Prest-o-lite tank, electric 
horn and all in first class 
running order. Also one 
double barrel hammerless 
Ithaca shotgun as good as 
new. one Marlin rifle as 
good as new. Apply Dr. W, 
H. DeKay, Hurleyville.

October 25, 1916 
Barn Burns

Nancy Lawrence was 
awakened twenty minutes 
to five Thursday morning 
by the sound of crackling, 
burning boards and discov-
ered Floyd Durland’s barn 
in flames. She gave the 
alarm and called up central 
for help, many going from 
here in autos. Lawrence 
succeeded in getting out 
the cattle but Floyd could 
not get the fine team of 
grays out as that part was 
all aflame. Everything in 
the barn went including 
50 tons of hay, 27 barrels 
apples, 200 bushels oats, 
potatoes, all farming ma-
chinery, silo, etc., and it 
was only through diligent 
hard work that they were 
enabled to save the oth-
er buildings. There was 
but $1,175 insurance and 
$4,000 would not begin to 
replace it. He is to have an 
auction of the 18 cattle and 

50 leghorn hens tomorrow, 
rain or shine.

October 2016
Large Crowd Tours Arts 
Centre for Soft Opening

Janet Carrus says it all 
starts with the arts.  

The woman behind the 
magnificent new Hur-
leyville Arts Centre be-
lieves the arts, especially 
dance, is a sure way to bring 
a community together.

And that is exactly what 
happened last month when 
Ms. Carrus and Arts Centre 
Creative Director Erin Dud-
ley hosted a large crowd for 
an introductory tour of the 
new facility, including a 
number of dance routines.

Community members 
and local dignitaries got 
their first look at the state-
of-the-art, 130-seat cinema, 
the expansive ballroom and 
performance space, and the 
first-floor studios that are 
already occupied by out-
side businesses, such as 
Main Street Dance, which 
relocated this summer from 
Liberty.

Sullivan County Legis-
lature Chairman Luis Al-
varez, whose District 6 
includes Hurleyville, was 
among those in attendance 
at the opening, and he came 
away impressed.

“It is a remarkable build-
ing,” he said. “And it prom-
ises to be a real asset to the 
community.”
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The Hurleyville Fire De-
partment is always look-

ing for help, to fight fire or
support those that do. We even
supply all of the gear and pro-
vide all of the training needed,
for free.  Stop by any Monday
night and find out how you
can help.
Last issue we talked about

fire prevention. I would like to
continue on that topic with
some personal observations
and experiences. I am ap-
proaching 48 years as a Hur-
leyville firefighter and I am
currently a Deputy Fire Coor-
dinator for the Sullivan
County Bureau of Fire. My
primary responsibility is to as-
sist the fire departments in the
Towns of Fallsburg and Nev-
ersink, and as backup to the
other deputies I have been all
over the county assisting dif-
ferent fire departments
throughout the county.
These are some of my real

life experiences that I have
seen burn down our neighbors
homes:
•  I have been to a number of 
calls where the furnace has
malfunctioned, most of the
time because of a lack of
cleaning. The result is black
soot throughout the entire
house. It is as though you
gave a group of kids black

talcum powder and told
them to cover everything
possible and then you go in
and do it again. What a
mess. The other result can
be CO (carbon monoxide)
poisoning. The worst case
scenario is your house burns
down. Get your furnace
cleaned. NOW!

•  I have seen way too many 
thimble failures. The thimble
is where the stove pipe goes
through your house to the
outside. So the stove pipe
goes from your stove
through the thimble to the
rest of your chimney to the
roof top. The thimble gets
hot and if not installed to
code the fire gets out of a
failed thimble or it heats
combustible material that is
too close to the thimble and
you have a catastrophic fail-
ure and fire. This can also
happen if you don’t clean
your chimney, and have a
chimney fire. In a dirty
chimney the creosote
catches fire and super heats
everything, and this could
cause a thimble failure.
Clean your chimney, and
have it inspected by some-
one who knows what to look
for.

•  So your stove and fireplace 
is well maintained. Now it is

time to clean out the ash. I
have seen people put the ash
in a paper bag, plastic
bucket or other combustible
container and put it in the
garage, on the back porch,
alongside the house, or in
the shed. The results are not
good. Put the ash in a metal
bucket with a cover and put
it outside, away from the
house. It will be hot and I
have seen a brush fire start
from it and then burn the
house down. Put that bucket
of ash in a safe place!

•  Space heaters (electric or 
kerosene) are another cause
of fire I have seen, especially
when we have an extended
cold snap. The heater is
placed too close to the bed-
ding or furniture. It may take
a couple of days to super dry
the material but then it may
burst into flames. Keep these
space heats at a safe dis-
tance from all combustible
materials. Refer to the
owner’s manual for recom-
mendations.

•  If you have a kerosene space 
heater, make sure you use
the white kerosene. Read the
directions before you use it.
The wrong type of fuel is
dangerous. It will produce a
poor burning flame and I
have seen it where you can-

not control the flame or even
turn it off. It too will pro-
duce deadly CO.

•  I have seen people plug 
power strips into power
strips with multiple exten-
sion cords. If you are lucky it
will trip your circuit breaker.
If you are not, it will over-
heat the wiring or extension
cord and cause a fire.
What I have described

above, you have probably read
in a newspaper or seen on TV
as a cause of a fire that burned
a house down.
I have personally witnessed

these causes. They are some of
top causes I have seen in re-
sponding to structure fires.
Use some common sense
when trying to stay warm.
Maintain your heating systems
and be safe.
As stated in my last article,

make sure you have a working
smoke detector(s) and CO de-
tector (s) in your home. One or
both may save your LIFE.
Winter is soon to be here and

that means cold weather and
ice. Mark this on your calendar.
Hurleyville Fire Department

/ Town of Fallsburg Youth
Commission 29st Annual Ice
Fishing Contest on Morning-
side Lake Feb.11, 2017. 
More on this in the next

issue.

DECEMBER 27, 1930
Hurleyville Girls Hurt

in Auto Crash
Miss Sarah Hillman,

twenty, suffered severe lac-
erations of the face and
body, and Pearl Jacobson
and Mary Schubert, her
companions, also of this vil-
lage, were slightly injured
Friday of last week when a
car driven by Miss Hillman
was struck by a Hi-Land
bread truck at the intersec-
tion of Loch Sheldrake and
Hurleyville roads.  A brother
of Miss Hillman was
drowned ten days ago while
skating on Morningside
Pond.

High School Notes from
the Announcer

Outplaying Hurleyville
from start to finish, the
Roscoe quintet rang up its
first victory in the Catskill
Mountain League at Roscoe.
Both teams fought hard, but
Roscoe, the better team,
won.
Hurleyville was the first to

score when our dashing for-
ward, Charles Yavorofsky
made two foul shots.  Imme-
diately after this, Al Keating
broke loose and made a nice
hang shot making the score
4-0.  At this point Roscoe
began using its scoring abil-
ity and quickly sprang into
the lead.
In the second half, our

boys fought hard, but could
not make their shots good.
They kept Roscoe’s scoring
down, but could not add any
points to their own score.
The final score was 25-14.
There was a preliminary

game between the girls of
both schools with victory for
Roscoe.  Both teams, scrap-
ping hard, made the game a
treat to the eye.  The score
was 19-12.

People You Know
Among those who attend

college and are spending the
Christmas vacation with
their parents are:  Rose
Cohen, Sylvia Garelick,
Rose Wizwer, Lillian
Lawrence, Herbert Bil-
lowitz, George Schmuckler,
Milton Schmuckler, Betty
Simmons, and Paul Raskin.

JANUARY 1, 1937
Breaks Ankle When Pet

Dog Trips her

While strolling along the
highway on Monday with
her pet dogs, Mrs. Amoretta
Jones of Hurleyville, fell and
fractured her ankle when one
of the dogs playfully tripped
her.  The elderly woman was
found lying on the highway
by hotel guests who passed
by on horseback.  They re-
moved her to the home of
Mrs. Fred Mitteer who noti-
fied Dr. Harry Jacobs at his
office here.  Mrs. Jones was
taken to the Monticello Hos-
pital where her condition is
reported as satisfactory.  She
remains under the care of Dr.
Jacobs.

Engagements
Announced

Three engagements in-
volving Hurleyville resi-
dents were announced
during Christmas week.
The betrothal of Miss

Frieda Wichinsky, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack
Wichinsky and Jerry Lax of
New York was made public.
The couple plan to wed in
June.
On Christmas Eve, the en-

gagement of Miss Marion
Metcalf of Monticello, to
Edward Reynolds, son of

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Reynolds, was announced.
They plan to marry soon.
Mr. and Mrs. B.M. Case of

Rock Hill have announced
the engagement of their
daughter, Gladys, to Earl
Peck of Monticello.  Miss
Case, a school teacher in the
Mitteer district in Hur-
leyville for the past four
years, is a sister to Mrs. Peter
LaBaugh.  No date has been
set for the wedding.

Christmas at the County
Home

Christmas was celebrated
at the Welfare Home in the
real old-fashioned way.
Christmas Eve, by the light of
the brilliantly lighted Christ-
mas tree, welcomed the visit
of Jolly Old Saint Nick, who
visited each and every person
in the institution bringing
gifts that made joyous each
one’s heart. After singing
Christmas hymns, several of
the inmates contributed a
song or piece to make the
evening a pleasant one.
A little later, the Truthseek-

ers’ Club of Mountaindale
sang Christmas carols under
the windows of the sick in all
three of the buildings. The
menu for Christmas day for
the old folks was chicken,
biscuits and gravy, mashed
potatoes, squash, cranberry
sauce, mustard pickles,

mince pie, tea and coffee.
There were seventy-eight at
the home.

Grahamsville Man 
Celebrated his 100th

Birthday
This past Christmas Day

brought to Charles H. Hall of
Grahamsville a present he
has been waiting just 100
years to receive—his centen-
nial birthday.  The centenar-
ian had been conserving his
strength for days in anticipa-
tion of being able to greet the
scores of friends and neigh-
bors who called Christmas
morning to combine their
Christmas greetings with
birthday wishes.

JANUARY 8, 1937
John Knapp Hurt in
Coasting Accident

While coasting downhill
across the golf course at the
Columbia Hotel here last
Sunday, John Knapp, eight
year old son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ben Knapp, suffered a deep
flesh wound in his thigh
when his sled struck a water
pipe used during the summer
to water the greens.  The
deep three cornered gash cut
into leg muscles and nar-
rowly escaped severing an
artery.  Dr. Ralph Breakey of
Monticello treated the
wound, which required
twelve stitches to close.

An Invitation to the Pub-
lic

The public is cordially in-
vited to attend the official
opening of Ernie’s Bar and
Grill in Hurleyville on Satur-

day evening, January 15.
There will be free refresh-
ments, entertainment, and
dancing.  Come one, come
all.

Eagles to Play 
at Woodridge on

Wednesday
The Sullivan County Ea-

gles, acclaimed Sullivan
County champions, will play
the Woodridge A.C. for the
undisputed championship of
Sullivan County at the
Woodridge High School
gym, Wednesday, January
19.  Woodridge is the only
team in the vicinity which
holds a victory over the Ea-
gles, and the Hurleyville
quintet is favored to erase
that defeat. The Eagles hold
victories over every other
team in the county, and a
victory over Woodridge will
give them unquestioned
recognition for titular hon-
ors.  In the Woodridge line-
up there will be Podberesky,

Novogradsky, Davis, La-
chowitz, and Balbirer.  For
the Eagles, Mormon, Welter,
Fisk, Hodge, Levine, Jacob-
son, Walter and Knapp will

be ready for action.  This
game promises to draw a
huge crowd and will start at
8:30 P.M. There will be
dancing after the game.Compiled by Sullivan County Historian John Conway

From the files of...

From the Firehouse 
By Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

Ernie’s Bar & Grill can be seen with the Gulf gasoline sign in front,
just to the left of center in this photo of Hurleyville’s Main Street
from the 1940s.

HOME HEATING SEASON IS HERE 

ARE YOU READY ? 

Remember 
Fireplaces and chimneys are the number one  

source of home heating equipment fires. 

Fires can be prevented.  

A few easy steps can save your life! 

Have a service person inspect 
 and  clean your chimney , wood 
 stove or furnace each year. 

Use a metal or glass fireplace 
 screen to keep sparks from 
 hitting  nearby carpets or 
 furniture. 

Keep kindling, paper, and décor 
 away from fireplaces and 
 wood stoves. 

Never use gas or lighter fluid to 
 start a fireplace or wood stove. 

Burn only seasoned wood. 

by Jack Halchak, Past Chief H.F.D.

From the Firehouse

October 4, 1916
Dairymen Meet Tonight

The Dairymen are to 
hold a meeting tonight in 
the Grange Hall at eight 
o’clock to organize a Dairy-
men’s League. The farmers 
are making a brave fight for 
their rights, and in Jeffer-
sonville, Liberty, Stevens-
ville and White Sulphur 
Springs they have held their 
milk out almost as a unit, 
but in spite of the fact that 
many have stayed out, milk 
is being brought in from 
Hasbrouck and this cream-
ery is shipping as usual, but 
we hear very strong talk 
against those who have not 
struck and the sentiment of 
ill feeling is waxing stron-
ger every minute. What the 
outcome will be, time alone 
will tell. At any event if the 
farmers unite they can have 
anything they want. Right is 
might but sometimes might 
makes right.

October 11, 1916
Farmers Organize

On Friday evening a 
meeting of the farmers was 
held in the Grange Hall in 
this place to talk over the 
milk question and organize 
a Dairymen’s League. Mr. 
Richardson of the Farm 
Bureau and Mr. Schrieber 
of Chester, Orange County, 
spoke. Nearly all the farm-
ers in this vicinity were 
present and were not dis-
appointed as the meeting 
proved to be very interest-
ing. The principal point 
brought out was that “in 
unity there was strength” 
and that if all would stick 
together they were sure to 
win out. On Saturday eve-
ning at the same place a 
Hurleyville branch of the 
Dairymen’s League was 
formed and there was a 
large attendance, but there 
was a few farmers here 
who have not yet joined. 
The following officers were 
elected; President, J S Kile; 
Secretary, Fred W Mitteer; 
Treasurer, George LeRoy.

Hebrews Meet

The Hebrews of Hur-
leyville held a mass meet-
ing at the synagogue Sun-
day evening for the purpose 
of reorganizing the Talmud 
Torah here. There was a 
large attendance and the dif-
ficulties which surmounted 
them in the past were all 
very amicably settled and it 
was decided to reopen the 
Hurleyville Hebrew School 
on Sunday October 15 with 
Ellis Gardner from Moun-
taindale as teacher.

October 18, 1916 
Grocery Sale

On account of the build-
ing in which I am located 
having been purchased by 
another party, I am forced 
to move and therefore will 
sacrifice my entire stock of 
groceries, dry goods, crock-
ery, notions, etc., at prices 
25 percent below cost. The 
sale will open next Monday, 
October 23d. This is your 
opportunity to secure your 
winter’s supply far below 
prevailing prices. These 
goods are strictly fresh, first 
class and not purchased for 
any such sale. 

- David Ness, Hurleyville

FALL IS A GREAT TIME 
FOR A FIELD TRIPS

Time and the Valleys Museum and 
1930s Catskill Farm!

PRIMETIMERS WELCOME 
NEW PRESIDENT

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED

PHOTO PROVIDED

SENTINEL FILE PHOTO
Hurleyville Performing Arts Centre founder Janet Carrus 
addresses those gathered for the soft opening of the 
building

PHOTO BY LILY BARRISH LEVNER
New Prime Timers president Ellen Nesin (left) with outgoing 
president Paul Schroeder.

away from exits. These 
batteries are larger and 
store more energy. If they 
fail, fires can grow quickly 
and spread.

• When on a plane, keep 
your device where you can 
see it while charging. Do 
not charge devices in over-
head compartments. Do 
not charge e-cigarettes or 
vapes on a plane. If a bat-
tery overheats or fails, it 
is important for the flight 
crew to respond quickly. 

Lithium-ion batteries are 
very safe if taken care of.

Fall is in the air. We had 
a few cool nights and al-

ready had two chimney 
fires. 

With the cost of elec-
tric and heating oil going 
up you want your heating 
devices to be working at 
their peak capacity and ef-
ficient as possible.

NOW is the time to get 
ALL your heating devic-
es serviced. This includes 
any portable heaters that 
you plan to use. Especially 
if you have not used them 
in the last few years.

Get ready for winter 
NOW! Not when the first 
storm hits.

Be Safe Out There!
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THE CASK OF AMONTILLADO PART I by Edgar Allan Poe

This classic tale of hor-
ror by one of America’s 
great writers was originally 
published in 1846 and is in 
the public domain. It is of-
fered here in two parts, in 
the spirit of Halloween…

The thousand injuries 
of Fortunato I had borne 
as I best could, but when 
he ventured upon insult, I 
vowed revenge. You, who 
so well know the nature of 
my soul, will not suppose, 
however, that I gave utter-
ance to a threat. At length I 
would be avenged; this was 
a point definitely settled—
but the very definitiveness 
with which it was resolved, 
precluded the idea of risk. 
I must not only punish, but 
punish with impunity. A 
wrong is unredressed when 
retribution overtakes its re-
dresser. It is equally unre-
dressed when the avenger 
fails to make himself felt as 
such to him who has done 
the wrong.

It must be understood 
that neither by word nor 
deed had I given Fortuna-
to cause to doubt my good 
will. I continued, as was my 
wont, to smile in his face, 
and he did not perceive that 
my smile now was at the 
thought of his immolation.

He had a weak point—

this Fortunato—although 
in other regards he was a 
man to be respected and 
even feared. He prided him-
self on his connoisseurship 
in wine. Few Italians have 
the true virtuoso spirit. For 
the most part their enthusi-
asm is adopted to suit the 
time and opportunity—to 
practise imposture upon 
the British and Austrian 
millionaires. In painting 
and gemmary, Fortunato, 
like his countrymen, was a 
quack—but in the matter of 
old wines he was sincere. In 
this respect I did not differ 
from him materially: I was 
skillful in the Italian vin-
tages myself, and bought 
largely whenever I could.

It was about dusk, one 
evening during the supreme 
madness of the carnival 
season, that I encountered 
my friend. He accosted me 
with excessive warmth, for 
he had been drinking much. 
The man wore motley. He 
had on a tight-fitting par-
ti-striped dress, and his 
head was surmounted by 
the conical cap and bells. I 
was so pleased to see him, 
that I thought I should nev-
er have done wringing his 
hand.

I said to him—”My dear 
Fortunato, you are luckily 
met. How remarkably well 

you are looking to-day! But 
I have received a pipe of 
what passes for Amontilla-
do, and I have my doubts.”

“How?” said he. “Amon-
tillado? A pipe? Impossible! 
And in the middle of the 
carnival!”

“I have my doubts,” I 
replied; “and I was sil-
ly enough to pay the full 
Amontillado price with-
out consulting you in the 
matter. You were not to be 
found, and I was fearful of 
losing a bargain.”

“Amontillado!”
“I have my doubts.”
“Amontillado!”
“And I must satisfy 

them.”
“Amontillado!”
“As you are engaged, I 

am on my way to Luchesi. 
If any one has a critical turn, 
it is he. He will tell me—”

“Luchesi cannot tell 
Amontillado from Sherry.”

“And yet some fools will 
have it that his taste is a 
match for your own.”

“Come, let us go.”
“Whither?”
“To your vaults.”
“My friend, no; I will not 

impose upon your good na-
ture. I perceive you have an 
engagement. Luchesi—”

“I have no engagement;—
come.”

“My friend, no. It is not 

the engagement, but the 
severe cold with which I 
perceive you are afflicted. 
The vaults are insufferably 
damp. They are encrusted 
with nitre.”

“Let us go, nevertheless. 
The cold is merely noth-
ing. Amontillado! You have 
been imposed upon. And 
as for Luchesi, he cannot 
distinguish Sherry from 
Amontillado.”

Thus speaking, Fortuna-
to possessed himself of my 
arm. Putting on a mask of 
black silk, and drawing a 
roquelaire closely about my 
person, I suffered him to 
hurry me to my palazzo.

There were no attendants 
at home; they had abscond-
ed to make merry in honour 

of the time. I had told them 
that I should not return until 
the morning, and had given 
them explicit orders not to 
stir from the house. These 
orders were sufficient, I 
well knew, to insure their 
immediate disappearance, 
one and all, as soon as my 
back was turned.

I took from their sconces 
two flambeaux, and giving 
one to Fortunato, bowed 
him through several suites 
of rooms to the archway that 
led into the vaults. I passed 
down a long and winding 
staircase, requesting him to 
be cautious as he followed. 
We came at length to the 
foot of the descent, and 
stood together on the damp 
ground of the catacombs of 

the Montresors.
The gait of my friend was 

unsteady, and the bells upon 
his cap jingled as he strode.

“The pipe,” said he.
“It is farther on,” said I; 

“but observe the white web-
work which gleams from 
these cavern walls.”

He turned towards me, 
and looked into my eyes 
with two filmy orbs that 
distilled the rheum of intox-
ication.

“Nitre?” he asked, at 
length.

“Nitre,” I replied. “How 
long have you had that 
cough?”

“Ugh! ugh! ugh!—ugh! 
ugh! ugh!—ugh! ugh! 
ugh!—ugh! ugh! ugh!—
ugh! ugh! ugh!”

My poor friend found 
it impossible to reply for 
many minutes.

“It is nothing,” he said, at 
last.

“Come,” I said, with deci-
sion, “we will go back; your 
health is precious. You are 
rich, respected, admired, 
beloved; you are happy, as 
once I was. You are a man 
to be missed. For me it is 
no matter. We will go back; 
you will be ill, and I cannot 
be responsible. Besides, 
there is Luchesi—”

“Enough,” he said; “the 
cough is a mere nothing; it 

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED
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will not kill me. I shall not 
die of a cough.”

“True—true,” I replied; 
“and, indeed, I had no inten-
tion of alarming you unnec-
essarily—but you should 
use all proper caution. A 
draught of this Medoc will 
defend us from the damps.”

Here I knocked off the 
neck of a bottle which I 
drew from a long row of 
its fellows that lay upon the 
mould.

“Drink,” I said, present-
ing him the wine.

He raised it to his lips 
with a leer. He paused and 
nodded to me familiarly, 
while his bells jingled.

“I drink,” he said, “to the 
buried that repose around 
us.”

“And I to your long life.”
He again took my arm, 

and we proceeded.
“These vaults,” he said, 

“are extensive.”
“The Montresors,” I re-

plied, “were a great and nu-
merous family.”

“I forget your arms.”
“A huge human foot d’or, 

in a field azure; the foot 
crushes a serpent rampant 
whose fangs are imbedded 
in the heel.”

“And the motto?”
“Nemo me impune laces-

sit.”
“Good!” he said.

The wine sparkled in his 
eyes and the bells jingled. 
My own fancy grew warm 
with the Medoc. We had 
passed through walls of 
piled bones, with casks and 
puncheons intermingling, 
into the inmost recesses of 
catacombs. I paused again, 
and this time I made bold to 
seize Fortunato by an arm 
above the elbow.

“The nitre!” I said; “see, 
it increases. It hangs like 
moss upon the vaults. We 
are below the river’s bed. 
The drops of moisture trick-
le among the bones. Come, 
we will go back ere it is too 
late. Your cough—”

“It is nothing,” he said; 
“let us go on. But first, an-
other draught of the Med-
oc.”

I broke and reached him 
a flagon of De Grave. He 
emptied it at a breath. His 
eyes flashed with a fierce 
light. He laughed and threw 
the bottle upwards with a 
gesticulation I did not un-
derstand…

We hope you are enjoy-
ing our story… Here, we 
must leave you now, but 
the conclusion of this Hal-
loween horror tale will be 
featured in the November 
edition of The Hurleyville 
Sentinel.  

during Planning Board 
meetings indicating that 
portions of the sewer sys-
tem were already nearing 
capacity and argues that 
no formal studies were 
presented demonstrating 
how the project would af-
fect the system.

Traffic and Communi-
ty Character

Another major issue 
raised in the petition in-
volves Church Road 
itself. The petition de-
scribes Church Road as 
a narrow rural roadway 
with hills, curves, limited 
shoulders, and visibility 
challenges. It references 
comments made by resi-
dents during public meet-
ings expressing concerns 
about increased bus traf-
fic, deliveries, visitors, 
and emergency access. 
The petition also argues 
that the project represents 
a significant change from 
the previous use of the 
property and that its effect 
on the surrounding neigh-
borhood should have been 
more thoroughly evaluat-
ed under both SEQRA and 
the Town Code.

What the Fallsburg’s 
Future Petition Asks the 
Court to Do

1. Annul the Planning 
Board’s SEQRA Negative 
Declaration. 

2. Vacate the approved 
Site Plan.

3. Vacate the Special 
Use Permit.

4. Annul the related 
building permits.

5. Require the Town 
to complete the environ-
mental review process in 
accordance with SEQRA 
before the project could 
proceed. 

At this stage, these are 
requests made by the pe-
titioners. The respondents, 
including the Town of 
Fallsburg Planning Board, 
the Town of Fallsburg 
Building Department, and 

40-44 Church Road LLC 
will have the opportuni-
ty to file legal responses, 
after which the court will 
determine whether the ap-
provals complied with ap-
plicable law.

Why This Case Mat-
ters

Although this case cen-
ters on one project at 40 
and 44 Church Road, its 
significance reaches be-
yond a single property. 
The issues raised in the 
petition touch on broader 
questions that affect every 
resident of the Town of 
Fallsburg: 

• How should environ-
mental impacts be evalu-
ated? 

• When should traffic or 
infrastructure studies be 
required? 

• What role should the 
Comprehensive Plan play 
in development decisions? 

• And, how closely must 
local boards follow both 
state law and their own 
zoning code before grant-
ing approvals?

An Article 78 proceed-
ing is designed to answer 
those questions by exam-
ining whether the proper 
legal process was fol-
lowed, regardless whether 
people support or oppose 
a particular project. The 
court’s decision will de-
termine whether the ap-
provals for the Church 
Road project were law-
fully issued or whether 
portions of the review 
process must be revisited. 
Whatever the outcome, 
the case is likely to shape 
how future development 
applications are reviewed 
in the Town of Fallsburg 
and may provide import-
ant guidance for Planning 
Boards, applicants, and 
residents alike.

Signed: 
Fallsburg’s Future

GRAHAMSVILLE – Ci-
der Making on the 1930s 
Catskill Farm will be held 
Sunday, October 11th 1 to 
3 p.m. at the Time and the 
Valleys Museum on St. Rt. 
55 (332 Main Street) in 
Grahamsville.  

Turn the crank of an old-
time grinder used to grind 
up the local apples and 
help make apple cider with 
a hand-operated cider press 
– a great old fashioned 
fall activity! Tours of the 
Catskill Family Farm with 
a house, barn, sap house, 
sawmill and over 10 other 
historic outbuilding with 
hands on activities.  See a 
working waterwheel, ex-
plore an exhibition of lo-
cal water powered industry 
and a display of canning 
and food preservation.   

Held rain or shine, admis-
sion to the program is $10 
for adults, children FREE 
and Members FREE. The 
afternoon includes the ci-
der making demonstration, 
light refreshments of cider 
and cookies, tours of the 
1930s Lost Catskill Farm, 
three floors of interactive 

exhibitions including the 
new exhibition: “The Great 
Fear:  Frontier Life in the 
Revolution” and a well-
stocked museum shop with 
historical toys and games, 
gifts and books.   

More about cider mak-
ing:  A fall activity on any 
farm that had an apple or-
chard, cider making has a 
long history. Since the safe-
ty of drinking water was a 
concern in early America, 
cider was a better choice. 
Early settlers also believed 
drinking cider aided in the 
prevention of many illness-
es and helped them live a 
longer life. 

About the Time and the 
Valleys Museum:  Con-
necting Water People and 
the Catskills, the Muse-
um is currently open by 
appointment and during 
programs. Located at 332 
Main Street in Grahams-
ville (St. Rt. 55), admission 
for adults is a $10, children 
under 16 are $5, and chil-
dren under six are free.  

Museum exhibitions are 
interactive and both fun 
and educational for all 

ages:  
• Water and the Valleys, 

an exhibit on the history of 
the Rondout and Neversink 
watershed area from early 
geological times to the 20th 

century. This exhibition in-
cludes interactives such as 
a Native American artifact 
guessing game, grinding 
corn with a mortar and pes-
tle, videos and more.  

• Tunnels, Toil and 
Trouble: New York City’s 
Quest for Water and the 
Rondout-Neversink Story, 
an interactive exhibit on 
NYC water supply system 
and the towns that were re-
moved to build the system, 
which includes computer 
interactives, games, puz-
zles, videos and building a 
dam and tunnel. 

• NEW!  The Great Fear: 
Frontier Life in the Amer-
ican Revolution an im-
mersive and interactive 
exhibition on the danger-
ous frontier life during the 
Revolution in Orange, Ul-
ster and Sullivan Counties, 
including native, loyalist 
attacks and patriot attacks, 
the hardships of settler life, 
Native life before and af-
ter contact and the Battle 
of Chestnut Woods.  It in-
cludes audio, video, games 
and hands on activities.  

• 1930s Catskill Fami-
ly Farm, farmhouse, out-
house, barn, electric plant, 
milk house, working wa-
terwheel and other histori-
cal farm outbuildings help 
visitors experience life in 

the 1930s through displays, 
videos, games and hands 
on activities.

The Time and the Valleys 
Museum is proud to be a 
Blue Star Museum, a col-
laboration between the Na-
tional Endowment of the 
Arts, Blue Star Families, 
the Department of Defense 
and over 1,500 museums 
across America to provide 
free admission to active 
duty military members 
(with ID) and up to five 
family members.  This free 
admission for members of 
the military and their fam-
ilies runs from Memorial 
Day to Labor Day.  

For more informa-
tion call 845 985-7700, 
e-mail info@timeandthe-
valleysmuseum.org or 
visit www.timeandthe-
valleysmuseum.org. To 
schedule a group tour for 
children or adults, please 
call 845-985-7700. Visit 
us on Facebook:  https://
www.facebook.com/TAT-
VM.ORG and Instagram;  
ht tps: / / ins tagram.com/
timeandthevalleysmuse-
um/

Cider Making on a 1930s Farm At Time and the Valleys Museum
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Julius Solomon Cohen, 98, of Saline, Michigan, 
passed away peacefully on August 28 following a brief 
illness, with family at his side. Born June 18, 1928 in 
Monticello, New York, Julius was raised and educated 
in nearby Hurleyville, the only son of Rose (Jacobson 
) and Abraham Isaac Cohen, the grandson of Max and 
Bessie Jacobson and Samuel and Freda Dorva Musni-
kow, and the brother of Phyllis “Doreen” Cohen, all 
of whom preceded him in death. He was also prede-
ceased by his wife, Loretta. He is survived by his four 
children: Rose ( Rick Silver), parents of Shana, Arian-
na, and Miriyam; Elizabeth (Brent Bailey), parents of 
Suzannah and Lilllian; Suzanne (David Wak); David 
(Edith Parker); and five great grandchildren as well as 
an extended family that claims its roots and gathers 
annually in Hurleyville, but is now widely dispersed 
across the country.

Julius graduated from Syracuse University and ob-
tained his master and doctorate degrees from Teachers 
College, Columbia University in 1962. His career as 

an educator began in Harlem, New York City, teaching 
a junior high school class of boys, then classified as 
mentally r*tarded. Following a stint in the army during 
the Korean War, he returned to Sullivan County, New 
York, where he organized and taught the special edu-
cation class in the Fallsburg, New York school system. 
Upon joining the faculty at Syracuse University, Julius 
developed and administered the Rehabilitation Coun-
selor Training program, the first such program in the 
nation that prepared students to work with clients who 
were diagnosed as mentally r*tarded.

He was subsequently recruited by the University of 
Michigan to help establish the Institute for the Study 
of Mental R*tardation and Related Disabilities, which 
positioned him to have national impact in the field of 
disability rights. Julius served on national committees 
on disabilities, and his research informed advocacy for 
the potential of persons with mental disabilities to be-
come productive, contributing citizens, and for ensur-
ing the legal rights of these individuals. He took great 
pleasure in the role he played as a mentor, continuing 
to correspond with his former students who became 
leaders in the field of disabilities. The ripple effects 

of his professional cohorts on improving the lives of 
persons with limited mental abilities and related dis-
abilities, and their families, endure.

In retirement in Saline, Michigan Julius continued 
to enjoy his passion for Chinese language and cuisine, 
his membership and board service at Beth Israel Syn-
agogue, the Saline Area Senior Center, and the conve-
nience of electronic communications to stay in touch 
with his children, family, and friends. He was also an 
active patron of the Saline Public Library, which un-
failingly accommodated his many requests for books.

Julius’s greatest pride was his four children, each of 
them, in a variety of ways, became a helping profes-
sional. He admired their values, enjoyed their friend-
ship, and felt a collegial connection to their commit-
ment to improve their communities.

In many small ways, Julius left the world a little bet-
ter than how he found it.

He is buried in Hurleyville, New York, Jewish Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers the family requests that dona-
tions be made to your local public library or a charity 
of your choice.

IN MEMORIAM:



SOUTH FALLSBURG 
– Celebrating the culmina-
tion of decades of persistent 
effort, Sullivan County, the 
Town of Fallsburg and the 
Sullivan O&W Rail Trail 
Alliance today announced 
the much-anticipated open-
ing of the Neversink Cross-
ing.

“Walk, run, bike, take your 
dog along a path that was the 
‘superhighway’ of its day, 
bringing thousands of sum-
mer visitors to the region for 
more than 80 years,” stated 
Sullivan County Legislature 
Chair Nadia Rajsz at a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony held 
on the new bridge spanning 
the Neversink River. “It’s 

access leading to the south-
ern portal of the Fallsburgh 
Tunnel. Though the tunnel 
is closed due to dangerous 
interior conditions, trail us-
ers can walk right up to the 
entrance and peer inside the 
darkened remains. A mile-
long bypass trail continues 
west and connects with a 
picnic spot, the Town of 
Fallsburg’s Dogpatch Park 
and a parking area.

The Rail Trail Alliance 

also singled out the O&W 
Railway Historical Society 
for its contributions, includ-
ing providing many of the 
photos on the interpretive 
panels along the trail, calling 
it “an amazing organization” 
and  touting their archives in 
Middletown as “a treasure 
trove for those interested in 
learning more about the rail-
road’s history.” 

LIBERTY—Sullivan 180 
announced the winners of its 
2026 Healthiest Fire Depart-
ment Challenge at the 97th 
Annual Sullivan County 
Volunteer Firefighters Pa-
rade on Saturday, September 
12 in Grahamsville.

In first place with 277 
points is Smallwood-Mon-
gaup Valley Fire Depart-
ment. Together, the depart-
ment consistently tracked 
water consumption, weight 
loss, and blood pressure, 
documenting positive 
changes for their members. 
They hiked, did yoga, took 
a polar plunge, and attended 
health classes through the 
Sullivan County Bureau of 
Fire. Members got creative 
in the kitchen, preparing 
meals of protein spaghetti, 
spinach orzo salad, healthy 
tacos, and teriyaki shrimp 
bowls loaded with veggies.

In second place with 187 
points, Livingston Manor 
Fire Department put men-
tal health at the forefront of 
their efforts. They debriefed 
after calls, having conversa-
tions, and challenging stig-
ma in the fire service. As a 
department they walked, 
gardened, prepared healthy 
snacks, and hiked the Parks-
ville O&W Rail Trail. They 
also filled their local food 
pantry almost 30 times with 
healthy meals and snacks 
throughout the Challenge. 
This second-place grant was 
made possible in part by Re-
sorts World Catskills.

Through the Challenge’s 
tiered system, departments 
earn grant funding based on 
points accumulated through 
health and wellness activ-
ities. Eight departments 
reached a grant tier this year. 
Departments also had the 
opportunity to earn $500 
Turtle Awards, generously 
sponsored by local business-
es and organizations, recog-
nizing achievements in spe-
cific areas of the Challenge.

Kauneonga Lake Fire De-
partment placed third with 
175 points and received 
Turtle Awards for Increased 

Physical Activity, Men-
tal Health, Camaraderie & 
Spirit, and Community Col-
laboration. Through a blind 
vote by Sullivan 180 and 
Sullivan County Bureau of 
Fire staff, Challenge Captain 
Katrina Blais received the 
Turtle Award for Challenge 
Captain of the Year.

Jeffersonville Fire De-
partment placed fourth with 
142 points, receiving Turtle 
Awards for Nutrition, Cama-
raderie & Spirit, and Com-
munity Collaboration.

Swan Lake Fire De-
partment placed fifth with 
86 points, earning Turtle 
Awards for Nutrition and 
Camaraderie & Spirit.

Narrowsburg/Lava Fire 
Department placed sixth 
with 53 points and received 
the Turtle Award for Nutri-
tion.

White Lake Fire Depart-
ment placed seventh with 
48 points and received the 
Turtle Award for Increased 
Physical Activity.

Monticello Fire Depart-
ment placed eighth with 
36 points and received the 
Turtle Award for Increased 
Physical Activity.

“After eight months of 
goal setting and physical, 
nutrition, and mental health 
activities, more than $36,000 
in grant funding will be 
awarded to departments to 
continue supporting health 
and wellness in their fire-
houses,” said Nicole Blais, 
Outreach Coordinator for 
Sullivan 180.

The 2026 Turtle Award 
sponsors include Black 
Bear Fuel Oil, Plumbing, 
Heating & Air Condition-
ing, Delaware Valley Farm 
& Garden, Garnet Health 
Medical Center – Catskills, 
Jeff Bank, M&L Masonry, 
NYSEG, Prestige Towing 
& Recovery, R52 Home, 
Resorts World Catskills, 
Rotary Clubs of Liberty & 
Monticello, Rourke Law, 
Sullivan Fire Protection 
Corp., Thompson Sanita-
tion, and the Zufall Family 
Foundation.

The management and 
staff of The Hurleyville 
Sentinel would like to 
extend our congratula-
tions to our esteemed col-
league, sports columnist 
Brian Dennis, who marks 
his sixth year anniversary 
with the paper this month.

“Ballgame Bafflers by 

Brian” debuted on our 
sports page in October of 
2022, and has appeared 
each month since then.

Thank you for sharing 
your considerable sports 
knowledge with us, Bri-
an, and here’s to at least 
six more years!

LIBERTY—The Sullivan 
County O&W Rail Trail Al-
liance has announced that 
their fifth annual HO&WL 
Haunted Trail Walk will 
take place on Friday eve-
ning, October 23 in Liberty.

The walk will begin at 
5:30 p.m. on the rail trail 
adjacent to the Bridge & 
Tunnel Brewery at 50 Lake 
Street in the village. The 
walk is free and open to the 
public, and participants are 
encouraged to bring their 
families and their leashed 
dogs. Halloween costumes 
are also encouraged, and 
prizes will be awarded to 
the best human costume 
and the best dog costume.

Sullivan County Histo-
rian John Conway will be 
among the participants, and 
will treat his fellow walk-
ers with stories about the 
historic O&W rail line, and 
ghost stories centered in 
and around Liberty.

Walkers are invited to join 
organizers at the Bridge & 
Tunnel Brewery after the 
event for refreshments and 
merriment. For more details 
and event updates, visit 
Facebook.com/SullivanO-
andW.

Previous HO&WL 
Haunted Trail Walks have 
taken place in Hurleyville, 
Parksville, and Mamakat-
ing.

amazing to realize this spot 
will serve a similar purpose 
for perhaps much, much 
longer than the next eight 
decades.”

“The opening of the Nev-
ersink Bridge marks a histor-
ic milestone for our commu-
nity’s trail network,” agreed 
Town of Fallsburg Supervi-
sor Nathan Steingart. “By 
restoring this critical link, 
we are not only preserving 
our rich regional history but 
also creating a safe, scenic, 
and accessible pathway for 
residents and visitors to en-
joy for generations to come. 
This project is a testament 
to what we can achieve 
through shared vision and 
community collaboration.”

“As beautiful as this com-
pleted bridge is, its signif-
icance goes far beyond its 
physical aesthetic,” noted 
Assembly Member Paula 
Kay. “The Neversink Cross-
ing, connecting portions of 
the South Fallsburg and Wo-
odridge sections of the re-
furbished O&W Rail Trail, 
accomplishes two important 
goals. It promotes healthy 
habits by providing a safe 
path for individuals to walk 

and bike, while also high-
lighting the rich historical 
significance these very same 
trails played in the devel-
opment of Sullivan County 
through the mid-20th centu-
ry.”

“This project is a tremen-
dous example of how in-
vesting in the preservation 
of our past can also create 
opportunities for future gen-
erations,” Kay added. “As 
the former Town Attorney 
for the Town of Fallsburg, 
I know what kind of effort 
it took to accomplish this 
lofty goal, and I’d like to 
commend the Town of Fall-
sburg, Sullivan County, and 
the O&W Rail Trail Alliance 
for their collaboration mak-
ing this crossing a reality.”

Abandoned in 1957 af-
ter more than 85 years in 
operation, the main line of 
the former New York, On-
tario & Western Railway 
(NYO&W) ran for over 
50 miles through the sce-
nic heart of Sullivan Coun-
ty. Buildout of the Sulli-
van O&W Rail Trail has 
been a decades-long effort, 
spearheaded by multiple 
individuals, municipal gov-

ernments, and grassroots 
organizations, all with a 
common goal of connecting 
communities along the trail 
and creating an outdoor rec-
reation destination. 

Currently, there are ap-
proximately 25 miles of 
trail open to the public (over 
half of which are located in 
the Town of Fallsburg), but 
these segments are discon-
nected and in varying con-
dition.

The Town of Fallsburg, 
in partnership with Sulli-
van County and the Sullivan 
O&W Rail Trail Alliance, 
collaborated on the Nev-
ersink Crossing project to 
design and install a prefabri-
cated steel pedestrian bridge 
over the Neversink River 
between South Fallsburg 
and Woodridge, along with 
trail improvements designed 
to connect over 13 miles of 
trail from Mountaindale to 
Ferndale. The $3.4 million 
project was funded with $1.3 
million in Federal grants, 
$1.2 million in State grants 
and a $400,000 private con-
tribution. Sullivan County 
contributed $500,000 in lo-
cal matching funds, and the 

Town of Fallsburg provided 
in-kind services.

Years in the making, the 
project got an initial boost in 
August of 2021, when then 
Congressman Antonio Del-
gado secured $1.1. million in 
federal funding. As report-
ed in the September, 2021 
edition of The Hurleyville 
Sentinel following a news 
conference in Mountain-
dale announcing the fund-
ing, Robert Doherty, then 
the chairman of the Sullivan 
County Legislature, lauded 
Delgado’s efforts, noting 
that the “joint effort between 
Democrats and Republicans 
is an example of how gov-
ernment should work.” 

The bridge itself is 12 
feet wide and 180 feet long, 
utilizing the original stone 
abutments installed in the 
late 1800s. A boardwalk 
above the river’s floodplain 
adds another 50 feet to the 
western approach to the 
bridge. From there, approx-
imately a mile of the old 
railbed has been improved 
for pedestrian and bicyclist 
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By Angelee Santillo

You can walk into al-
most any full-ser-
vice bar in Sullivan

County and scan the room
to find an electronic dart
machine hidden in the cor-
ner by a pool table or stand-
ing alone in full view. If
you’re an average patron,
perhaps sometimes you’ve
got a few extra bucks on
you and decide to give it a
shot, sliding singles into the
feeder and marveling at the
bright screen over the many
options for game play.
What’s cricket got to do
with darts, anyway? You
likely shoot around for a lit-
tle while, about half of the
soft-tip missiles actually
sticking, the others strewn
upon the ground where they
fell after bouncing off the
board. Then, your food ar-
rives at the table, or there
are people waiting their turn
behind you who look like
they actually know how to
play, and you concede, no
better at darts than before,
but flooded with the nostal-
gia of childhood hangouts in
friends’ basements. 
But have you ever stayed

to watch those people be-
hind you—the ones who ac-
tually know how to play-- in
action? There’s something
peculiar about the way they
play. They don’t just chuck
the darts at the bullseye and
hope for the best, but in-
stead throw them with pre-
cision and focus, ever
tuned-in to the pie chart-
looking board in front of
them. These people are re-
ally good, and it’s the kind
of skill one can only attain
by playing a whole lot. 
Are people really playing

darts often enough nowa-
days to become that good at
it?
As it turns out, darts are

huge in Sullivan County,
and it’s all thanks to Hur-
leyville’s own Shawn Mc-
Carthy of Catskill
Amusements. Shawn’s fam-
ily business is well-known
for supplying high-end
amusements and gaming
machines throughout most
of the Catskills and the
Hudson Valley, but the com-
pany namesake may be best
known to locals for running
the Catskill Amusements
Dart Leagues (CADL). Fa-
cilitated in three counties

(Sullivan, Orange, and Ul-
ster), the leagues have been
hugely popular among men
and women of all ages, but
nowhere more than in Sulli-
van County, where the
league currently sits on an
astonishing 24 teams, all
gathered each week at a dif-
ferent participating bar for
competitive play.
We’ve also got a home

team, and you’ve probably
been there before. 
It’s the Tuesday before

Thanksgiving, and the
dimly-lit lakeside tavern is
quiet, but not empty. It’s the
calm before the storm, as
Bum & Kel’s in Loch Shel-
drake is due to celebrate 44
years of business on
Wednesday the 23rd with an
evening of food and fun.
Julie Bowers (née Mor-
man), one of the owners
who has long been in the
family business, sits at the
bar chatting with customers
about the anniversary, and
she’s kind enough to take
some time out of the busy
preparations to talk about
something important to the
culture of Bum & Kel’s for
quite some time now –
darts. Bum & Kel’s has par-
ticipated in the CADL for
over a decade, a significant
portion of the bar’s history,
and Julie plays on one of the
bar’s two teams this winter
season. 
She is joined by her hus-

band, Ryan, a fellow team-
mate and dart aficionado
who has played in the
league on a number of dif-
ferent teams for years. Julie
and Ryan offered a short
rundown on darts as a com-
petitive sport, well-aware of
how foreign the concept can
be to people who don’t play
darts themselves. 
The basics: teams go

head-to-head each week in a
mixed league made up of
both men and women. Play-
ers are assigned handicaps,
similar to the way it’s done
in golf, to rank people based
on skill, give teams the op-
portunity to make strategic
matchups, and to alter the
overall scores in the end.
Some teams take handicaps
and proper player-to-player
matchups rather seriously,
but for the Bum & Kel’s A-
team, they’ve got a set
lineup that they stick to each
week. 

“The handicaps and
matchups really affect the
outcomes,” Ryan offers, de-
tecting my confusion at the
rules of the game. “You can
run a number of different
matchups – your best vs.
their best, your best vs. their
worst, and try to see how to
best leverage your scores.”
After listening some more,

I get a sense of just how
competitive this league is.
There have been arguments
over referring to darts as an
actual sport versus a “game
of skill,” but the energy and
regimented format put forth
by the league and Sullivan
County locals makes it rival
any of the other reputable
leagues we have here. There
are even separate winter and
summer leagues, and al-
though the winter season is
far more popular, they both
fill up quickly.  It’s tough to
say exactly why and how
darts caught on so fiercely
in Sullivan County, but the
quality of play and the
seamlessness with which
the league is run likely has
something to do with it.
“I tried the pool league we

have here,” Julie says,
glancing at the pool table at
the front of the bar, “but I
didn’t enjoy it. It wasn’t for
me. So we joined the dart
league and have been play-
ing ever since.”
Everything is done

through the machines by
Catskill Amusements, and
they’re linked to the Internet
so that there is continuity
throughout every electronic
dartboard in the county. Ac-
cording to Julie and Ryan,
you can approach any
Catskill Amusements dart
machine in Sullivan and
find photos of the most re-
cent tournament champions,
statistics, and handicaps of
all the players. The success
of the league has forged bet-
ter players out of many
who’ve thrown darts for
years, and some have even
traveled upstate to the New
York State Dart Tournament
on occasion, where they’ve
represented Sullivan County
by doing very well! 
“We’ve had some really

good players in this league,”
says Ryan. 
But for him, the best out-

come of the CADL over the
years has been the promo-
tion of local businesses in

Sullivan County.  
“The point of the league is

to spread love and spend
money at local businesses,”
he says, sipping on a beer
and smiling as he looks
around the bar at his wife’s
family establishment. “We
like to try new bars and new
foods. We always get dinner
and drinks [on dart night]
because Julie, being a bar
owner, understands the im-
portance of supporting
local.” 
Feeling so welcomed and

engaged by my new friends
at Bum & Kel’s, I could
have talked all night about
the ins-and-outs of darts. By
the end, I even got the itch
to find a bar and jump on a
team myself. But as the
night came to a close, I had
to ask the most important
question: has Bum & Kel’s
ever won a darts champi-
onship? 
Believe it or not, despite

multiple plaques on the
walls and having placed 2nd
and 3rd on a few occasions,
the league veterans have
never won the whole thing! 
“We usually make play-

offs,” Julie says, smiling at
the question. “But we
haven’t won a champi-
onship yet.” 
They say they’re amidst a

“rebuilding year” this win-
ter and that, although confi-
dent in their team’s ability
to be a real challenge for the
best teams in the league, this
is not likely to be their
championship season. Next
year, though, after getting
used to the lineup they have
now, Bum & Kel’s believes
they have a real shot at
snagging the title. 
In any case, you don’t

have to be in the somewhat-
intimidating 24-team dart
league to enjoy the game,
although anyone is welcome
to start a new team with a
participating establishment.
The next time you head
down to Bum & Kel’s on a
quiet night, take a minute to
excuse yourself from the
friendly conversation
around you and try your
hand at the dartboard across
from the bar. There’s a good
chance you – like so many
others in Sullivan County –
will find the sport to be
something you really enjoy. 

ALL DARTS LEAD TO HURLEYVILLE
CATSKILL AMUSEMENTS DART LEAGUES

SENTINEL SPORTS
Angelee Santillo, Sports Editor

THE MISSING LINK
RIBBON CUTTING OFFICIALLY OPENS NEVERSINK CROSSING 

Here are five ballgame bafflers for your consideration. The first person 
to email the most correct answers to hurleysent@hotmail.com will win a 
prize. Have fun!

October Questions: 
	 1.	 What two teams played in the 1926 World Series, 100 years ago? 
	 2.	 One future Hall of Fame pitcher won three games in the 1926 
		  World Series. Who was it? 
	 3.	 On future Hall of Famer hit three home runs in one game in the 
		  1926 World Series. Who was it? 
	 4.	 The 1926 World Series ended when a player was thrown out 
		  trying to steal second base, the only time a World Series has ever 
		  ended that way. Who was the player? 
	 5.	 What legendary anecdote came about as the result of an incident 
		  in Game 4 of the 1926 World Series? 

SeptemberAnswers:
	 1.	 What college football duo were known as “Mr. Inside and Mr. 
		  Outside”? (Glenn Davis and Felix “Doc” Blanchard of Army in 
		  the 1940s)
	 2.	 What college football quarterback was given the nickname 
	 	 “the Red Rifle”? (Red headed Andy Dalton when he was 
		  playing quarterback at TCU)
	 3.	 Who was “the Kansas Comet”? (Gale Sayers)
	 4.	 Byron White spent 31 years on the U.S. Supreme Court. What
		  was his nickname when he played football (as well as baseball 
		  and basketball) for Colorado? (Whizzer White)
	 5.	 What college football star was given the nickname, “the Throwin’ 
		  Samoan”? (Jack Thompson, who played at Washington State 
		  in the 1970s)

There was no winner last month…

CONGRATULATIONS, 
BRIAN!

2026 Healthiest Fire Departments 
Announced

After Months of Prioritizing 
Health and Wellness

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY
Fallsburg Supervisor Nathan Steingart (with scissors) pre-
pares to cut the ribbon officially opening the new Never-
sink crossing on the O&W rail trail while a host of public 
officials and others look on.

PHOTO BY JOHN CONWAY
Sullivan County Legislature chair Nadia Rajsz (at podium) 
speaks at the ribbon cutting ceremony, flanked by Falls-
burg Supervisor Nathan Steingart (left), Assembly Mem-
ber Paula Kay (second from right), and District 7 Legisla-
tor Joe Perrello (right).

PHOTO BY KATHLEEN SULLIVAN
Brian Dennis

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED

Rail Trail Alliance Schedules Hike
Fifth Annual HO&WL Haunted Trail Walk
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